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On July 6, 2000, Fred Cunliffe of Connecticut Siting Council (Council) staff met AT&T Wireless PCS (AT&T) representatives Michael Austin, Buddy Trejo, John Hiller, Joe Padicea, Joe Hosack, and Lisa Hazen for an inspection of a Connecticut Light & Power Company (CL&P) electric transmission line structure (no. 3294) located off Cooper Hill Road, Ridgfield.  A follow-up visit, with Rudy Marconi, Ridgefield First Selectman, Council member Gerald Heffernan, and Fred Cunliffe of Council staff, with AT&T representatives Michael Austin and John Hiller was conducted on July 10, 2000.  AT&T, with the agreement of CL&P, proposes to modify the transmission structure for telecommunications use and is petitioning the Council for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need (Certificate) is required for the modification.  

AT&T proposes to attach a 5.6-inch diameter by 12-foot high mast to an existing 75-foot tall steel monopole electric transmission structure.  A total of three, four-foot high panel antennas, would be installed in a low profile configuration.  The total height of the structure with antennas would be 87 feet.  A structural analysis concludes no additional reinforcement is necessary for this proposal. While an equipment building has been proposed, AT&T could install equipment cabinets on a 10-foot by 14-foot concrete foundation.  Space would be reserved for future radio equipment; however, no additional antennas would be needed for this expansion of capacity.  The equipment compound would be secured by a 15-foot by 19.5-foot, seven-foot high wood fence.  Clearing of some low brush vegetation is necessary. Council staff recommends that no trees are cleared beyond 25 feet north of CL&P’s structure because of the proximity of a residence located approximately 110 feet north of the site.  The zoning of this site is (RAA) Residential.  AT&T proposes to plant trees along the west, south, and east sides of the fence for screening to the Rails to Trails project proposed for development along this right-of-way.

AT&T would use 720 feet of the proposed trail road within CL&P’s right-of-way.  However, this existing access road crosses inland wetlands with two culverts in areas of standing water.  AT&T proposes to place four wood poles to support overhead utilities but the additional wood poles may alter the visual aesthetics. The nearest inland wetland to the proposed facility compound would be approximately 17 feet north across the existing unimproved access road.  AT&T could move the concrete foundations eight feet to satisfy inland wetland setbacks, but this would clear more vegetation to the north closer to the nearest neighbor. The Town of Ridgefield inland wetland regulations requires a 25-foot setback for commercial structures and 15-foot setback for grading and other activities from inland wetlands and watercourses.  Staff recommends installation of erosion and sediment controls prior to construction. 

AT&T reaffirms no equipment would be within the trail area for a Rails-to-Trails linear park being developed by CL&P and the Town, and would access the site on foot for maintenance.  Furthermore staff recommends vegetative landscaping, installation of electric and telco with two extra ducts before capping of the trail, and an emergency phone if requested by the Town.  Also, Selectman Marconi would prefer no poles be used for utility connection, ground level cable tray from structure to equipment, and no fencing around the site.

The worst case power density for the telecommunications operations at the site has been calculated to be less than 4% of the applicable standard for uncontrolled environments.  

AT&T contends that the proposed installation will not cause a substantial adverse environmental effect, and for this reason would not require a Certificate.
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