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On June 12, 2000, AT&T Wireless Services (AT&T) petitioned the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) for a declaratory ruling that no amendment to the Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need, issued by the Council in Docket No. 184 in 1998, would be required to allow a relocation and expansion of the leased parcel and a relocation of the access road.  This filing included a  Development and Management Plan (D&M Plan) for the New Hartford tower site.

On June 28, 2000, Brian Emerick of the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) and Fred Cunliffe of the Council staff met Jennifer Gaudet of Pinnacle Site Development for a field review in New Hartford, Connecticut.  

In order to accommodate future collocation of telecommunications carriers, AT&T has increased its leased parcel size from 50 feet by 50 feet to 75 feet by 75 feet.  To accommodate the increase in leased parcel size and minimize impact to a slope north of the site, AT&T  would shift the center location of the leased parcel approximately 55 feet further south. An additional area of 25 feet around the perimeter of the site would need to be cleared of trees and vegetation.  This shift of 55 feet further south would bring it closer to the Ann Antolini Elementary School.  The facility to be developed is located within a 2.3-acre parcel of property owned by the South End Fire District (SEFD).  

The D&M plan includes plans for a 115-foot monopole tower.  The SEFD would mount a 16-foot whip antenna to the top of the tower followed by Nextel Communications of Mid-Atlantic, Inc. (Nextel) attaching three whip antennas at the 95-foot level of the tower with a centerline radiation at 101 feet, AT&T attaching a twelve-foot wide antenna platform supporting 12 panel antennas with a centerline radiation at 90 feet, and Springwich Cellular Limited Partership (Springwich) attaching a twelve-foot wide antenna platform supporting 12 panel antennas with a centerline radiation at 84 feet.  To accommodate future colocation, the tower and its foundation have been designed to accommodate up to a total of six wireless carriers, with extension of up to 145 feet, if approved by the Council.  The base of the monopole would be approximately 5 feet in width tapering to approximately 3 feet in width.  The tower would be placed on a 7.5-foot square pedestal on a 27.5-foot square by 4-foot thick concrete foundation.  The Federal Aviation Administration does not require lighting or marking for the proposed 115-foot tower. 

Two 12-foot by 26-foot equipment buildings, one each for AT&T and Springwich, one 10-foot by 20-foot equipment building for Nextel, and a 6-foot by 12-foot equipment building for the SEFD would be installed.  These buildings would not be architecturally treated, however, an eight-foot high wood fence of shadow box design would enclose the 75-foot by 75-foot leased compound.  Landscaping would consist of five- to six-foot high white pine trees planted around the perimeter of the fenced compound.  The site is within an area of trees which provide some buffer to a school located approximately 265 feet to the south.

A new 110-foot gravel covered access drive with a turn around area would be constructed from Antolini Road to the site. Electric and telephone utilities would be placed overhead 80 feet to cross Antolini Road and then placed underground within the access drive. 

AT&T conducted an archeological reconnaissance survey for the new leased parcel.  No artifacts or other evidence of archeological sites were discovered for either the 1997 or 2000 survey of the project sites.

Issues surrounding the development of this facility:

· Adjustment of the access drive further south to maximize vegetative buffer,

· Site clearing beyond the leased parcel of 75 feet by 75 feet may remove beneficial buffer vegetation (15 trees for a 50-foot square parcel versus 45 to 55 trees for a 75-foot square parcel),

· Sensitive installation of the tower adjacent to a scenic road, 

· Power density analysis is not available, and

· Future colocation is undetermined.

AT&T has notified the Council of its intent to begin access work and construction of the facility immediately after approval of the Development and Management Plan.  AT&T expects construction to be complete of September 2000.
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