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On March 30, 1998, Iroquois Gas Transmission System, L.P. (Iroquois) submitted a petition to the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) for a determination that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need (Certificate) would be required for an extension to the existing Iroquois pipeline.  Iroquois proposes to construct a 12-inch diameter pipeline lateral, approximately one mile in length, to connect the main Iroquois pipeline in Shelton to a proposed Southern Connecticut Gas Company (SCG) distribution pipeline in Stratford, Connecticut.  The proposed Bridgeport lateral would supply natural gas to the Bridgeport Power Station and to other locations.  SCG would construct a distribution pipeline originating from the terminus of  the Iroquois lateral in Stratford to the Bridgeport Station, a project previously approved by the Council in Petition No. 381.





Iroquois submits that the proposed lateral is an addition to the existing Iroquois main line that would not cause a significant change or alteration in the general physical characteristics of the existing facility, would not be a modification requiring a Certificate under Connecticut General Statutes § 16-50i (d) and (k), and that the proposed lateral would not have a substantial adverse environmental effect.





On April 7, 1998, Executive Director Joel M. Rinebold and Robert K. Erling of the Council staff met Brian Emerick and William Smith of the Council, and Timothy Barnes, Jeffrey Bruner, William Hanson, Hubert Harrell, and Kenneth Webb of Iroquois for a field review of this project in Shelton and Stratford, Connecticut.





Iroquois would construct the proposed lateral to connect with the existing Iroquois pipeline near the Iroquois crossing of the Housatonic River in Shelton.  The new lateral would parallel Route 110 along this road’s eastern border south to a meter station proposed to be constructed on land acquired from the Sikorsky Aircraft Corporation.  All but approximately 170 feet of the line would be located entirely within the State Highway limits of Route 110.  The line would cross the Farmill River via an aerial span installed adjacent to a highway bridge. Concrete foundations would be installed on each side of the Farmill River to support this crossing.





The proposed line would not cross any wetlands, but approximately 200 feet of the lateral would be within a wetland buffer zone in Stratford.  The Town of Stratford has recommended the placement of silt fence along the western border of this wetland, installation of water diversions, use of hay bales as temporary mulch, and planting shrubs along the edge of the wetlands.  The Farmill River is the only waterbody which would be crossed by the line.  





Construction of the line would require a  temporary workspace between 20 and 60 feet in width.  Iroquois would use a previously disturbed 1.75 acre area in an industrial park as a construction storage and work yard.  Iroquois would retain a permanent easement 20 to 40 feet in width to be maintained in non-woody vegetation.





The route of the proposed line is generally adjacent to small businesses and the Shelton Landfill.  No residential areas are located along the proposed route.  Approximately six United Illuminating Company distribution line poles would be replaced for this project.





The US Fish and Wildlife Service determined no federally listed species of concern were located along the proposed route.  The Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) found one record of a State-listed species of special concern occurring along the proposed route, the wild kidney bean.  A recent survey of the proposed route revealed no specimens of this plant.  The Connecticut Historical Commission has determined construction of the proposed line would have no effect on the State’s archaeological heritage.





To initiate construction, the route of the line would be cleared of vegetation which consists primarily of shrubs, including forsythia, and some trees.  Approximately 90 trees over four inches diameter breast height (dbh) would be removed, including a large Norway spruce, and a row of 34 northern white cedars.  Iroquois would attempt to protect and save plants, particularly the forsythia along the CRRA property.  Iroquois would monitor plantings for one year after construction and replace any plants that die as a result of construction.  As required by a DOT Highway Encroachment Permit, Iroquois would develop a DOT-approved landscaping plan to vegetate the Route 110 right-of-way edge with plantings to include junipers, forsythia, dogwood, pines, and holly. 





The trench would be excavated to a depth sufficient to allow a minimum cover of three feet over the pipe, with a minimum of 2 feet in rock.  Approximately 200 feet of trench would be excavated daily, with 15 to 20 feet of trench exposed overnight.  A minimum of 1-foot of clearance would be maintained between the pipe and other underground structures.  If groundwater is encountered during construction, trench dewatering would be performed with the water filtered and discharged into the adjacent sewer system.  Soil erosion control methods include placement of silt fence and hay bales, which would be installed after vegetative clearing and prior to grading.  Roots encountered would be chipped or removed.  Rocks would be removed by mechanical means.  No blasting is expected.  Spoil piles from trenching would be protected from erosion by use of silt fence and may be stockpiled in the contractor’s yard. Iroquois would follow the Connecticut Guidelines for Soil Erosion and Sediment Control for reseeding, mulching, and contouring practices.





All pipe would be delivered in lengths of 40 feet and coated with a fusion-bond epoxy coating.  A fabric rock jacket would be placed over the pipe only where required.  After the pipe is lowered into the trench, it would be inspected, and a cathodic protection system would be installed.  A six inch thick concrete slab would be placed in the trench to protect the pipe.  Four ditch plugs would be installed along the border of the CRRA landfill.  The trench would then be backfilled with padding material or rock-free spoil to a level at least six inches over the top of the pipe.  After backfilling, the line would be hydrostatically tested using 30,000 gallons of water to be transported to the site.  Test water would be discharged directly into the Town of Stratford sanitary sewer system.





During construction, access would be via existing roads.  Traffic control would be required along Route 110 as one lane of the highway would need to be blocked during construction.  A sewer line was recently installed along the shoulder of Route 110 along a portion of the proposed pipeline route.





Iroquois would construct a meter station to transfer custody of the natural gas to SCG.  The meter station would be installed on a site approximately 160 feet by 135 feet in size, with a 200-foot access road.  The meter building would be approximately 40 feet by 12 feet, the regulator building 54 feet by 12 feet, and the instrument building 10 feet by 12 feet.  These facilities would be placed on property acquired from the Sikorsky Aircraft Corporation at the southern portion of the Iroquois lateral.





Iroquois has proposed to construct the lateral between April 15 and June 26, 1998 to enable operation of the Bridgeport Power Station to meet the electrical needs of Connecticut customers for the 1998 summer.  Construction would probably take place seven days a week.  Iroquois is in the process of obtaining two required permits from the DEP which are expected to be issued shortly; a Coastal Consistency Permit, and a Structures and Dredging/Tidal Wetlands Permit.  A section 401 Permit from the United States Corps of Engineers would not be required.








Robert K. Erling


Senior Siting Analyst
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