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On November 10, 1997, Edward S. Wilensky of the Connecticut Siting Council (Council), and Fred O. Cunliffe of the Council staff met Karen Johnson representing Sprint Personal Communications System (Sprint), and Dorian Hill of the Connecticut Light and Power Company (CL&P) for a field review of this petition in Fairfield, Connecticut.  Sprint is petitioning the Council for a determination that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need would be required for proposed modifications to a structure on the existing CL&P Weston to Pequonnock to Devon and Norwalk to Hawthorne double circuit 115 kV electric transmission lines, because the proposed construction would not have a substantial adverse environmental effect.





Sprint proposes to install a 101-foot power mount pole within an existing 86-foot CL&P transmission line structure off of Morehouse Drive in Fairfield, Connecticut.  This new monopole with antennas would extend approximately 18 feet above the existing transmission line structure.  Sprint would attach nine panel antennas to a platform on the power mount pole, and install communications equipment on an 8-foot by 11-foot concrete pad adjacent to the existing tower.  Two supports of the tower and equipment would be surrounded by a 6-foot chain link security fence.  An approximate 12-foot by 65-foot stone-covered access drive and staging area is proposed to be constructed off Morehouse Drive to the site.  Utilities would run overhead from an existing pole across Morehouse Drive to a new pole placed within the CL&P right-of-way and placed underground to Sprint’s equipment.  A United Illuminating representative investigated the placement of utilities underground from the existing pole; however, this pole location is not configured to allow for permanent underground utility connection.  While clearing of a six-inch cedar tree and shrub vegetation would be required, Sprint proposes to use erosion and sedimentation controls consistent with the Connecticut Guidelines for Soil Erosion and Sediment Control, as amended, and to plant four (six-foot) white pines on the southeast corner of the fenced site.





The existing transmission structure is adjacent to Morehouse Drive and is approximately 125 feet from three homes, one each located north, east, and south of the transmission structure.  Sprint has informed these neighbors of the proposed project.  Adjacent steel lattice structures on this line are 86- and 81-feet in height but are at lower elevations and do not have short access.





The installation and operation of the proposed PCS antennas would not increase the total radio frequency electromagnetic power density of the proposed site to a level at or above the State standards for the proposed antenna frequencies.  Based on conservative assumptions, the power density at the base of the proposed tower would constitute 4.7 percent of the maximum permissible exposure for the proposed frequencies, as defined by the Federal Communications Commission.





Sprint contends that the proposed project will not result in a substantial adverse effect on the environment, ecology nor will there be damage to existing scenic, historical, or recreational values.   Furthermore, Sprint will not have a need to construct a new tower in the project area if the Council determines that no Certificate is required.
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Petition submitted							November 03, 1997


Field Reviewed							November 10, 1997


Responses to Interrogatories received				November 17, 1997


Council consideration at public meeting				November 19, 1997


Hearing								December 09, 1997


					[Optional dates		Dec. 04, or 11, 1997]


Decision								December 16, 1997


