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FCEIVE

Qctobér 14, 2011

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL AND U.8. MAIL

Linda L. Roberts P—
Executive Director S o DCT 14 204 .
Connecticut Siting Couneil : _ CONNECTICUT

10 Franklin Squase , - “SITING COUNCIL
New Britain, CT ‘OGQSI : . o i

Re: . Petition 983 - BNE Energy Ing., Flagg Hill Road, Colebrook, CT

‘Dear Ms. Roberts:

BNE Energy Inc. hereby submits an original and 15 copies of its responses to the Sifing
Council’s Interrogatoriss issuied on October 11, 2011 in commection with the above-referenced
Petition. Tf you have any questions concerning ﬂJJS submiital, please contact the undersigned at

your convenience. : '

Please reﬁun a date-stamped copy of this filing in the enclosed envelope. Thank you in advance
for your assistance. ‘

Respectfully submitted
BNE ENERGY INC.

o %@M;

~ LeeD. Hoffifian
Its Attomey

ce:  Service List for Petition 983
Melanie A. Bachman (via electronic mail)’
Michael A. Perrone (via clectronic mail)
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 STATE OF CONNECTICUT
CONNECTICUT SITING COUNCIL

BNE Energy, Inc. Petition For a Declaratory Rulmg " Petition 983
That No Certificate of Environmental Compatibility

and Pablic Need Is Required for the Construction,

Maintenance, and Operation of a 4.8 MW Wind A ) ‘
Renewable Generating Facility Located on Flagg Hill Oct ob er 14,2011

Road, Colebrook, Connecticut. -

Q1.

‘Al

Q2.

Q3.

. PETITION 983: BNE ENERGY
COLEBROOK, CONNECTICUT
' D&M INTERROGATORIVS, SET ONE

In the Councll’ Declsmn and Order dated June 2, 2011, Order No. 2(a) requires
that, “The Southern Turbine shall have a location and/or reotor diameter that
ensiires rotating blades would be confined to the hest property.” In order to
demonstrate compliance, provide a drawing that shows the maximum horizonial
radius that would be swept out by the blade tlps and include the nearest property
line(s).

Sec drawing attached hereto entitled “Turbine #1 Blade ‘.SweepvRadiuS.”

In: the Conservation Plan under the Section entitled, “Permitted Uses of the
Protiected Property,” Number 2 states, “the right to conduct and enjoy recreational

‘activities, such as, without limitation...” Would the recreational activities include

use of all texrain vehicles, snowmoblles or other motorized recreational activities?

- No. The permitted recreatlonal aCtIVItIE:S on the site are mtended to 1nclude the right to
“concuct and enjoy passive recreational activities, which excludes motonzed activities.

Explam how the Erosion and Sedlmentatlon Plan comphes w1th the 2002

- Connecticnt Guidelines for Soil Erosion and Sediment Control (E&S Guidelines}, as

amended, per Order No. 2(d). If there are areas that are not in comphauce, please
indicate those. .

Below is an explanation of the proposed “Erosion and Sediment Control Plan” and its
compliance with the 2002 Connecticut Guidelines for Soﬂ Erosion and Sediment Control

(E&S Guidelines).

" Introduction:

An.appropriately designed Frosion and Sediment Control Plan (E&S Plan) is
required to fulfill the requirements of Connecticut’s Soil Erosion and Sediment Control

- Act (Public Act 83-388, codified in sections 22a~325 throtigh 22a-329 of the Connecticut

General Statutes). The 2002 Connecticut Guidelines for Soil Erosion and Sediment
Control (E&S Guidelines) were used as the primary guiding document in the preparation




ofthe Erosion and Sediment Control Plan for the Wind Colebrook South Project (Petition
983). The Guidelines are intended to serve as a technical guide for meeting the
requirements of the Soil Erosion and Sediment Control Act and were utilized as such.

Selection & Planning Process:

An initial step in preparing an E&S Plan is to determine if the site is compatible
with the development needs, and if limitations exist that will impact the site development.
Existing topography, wetlands and watercourses, steep slopes, flood prone areas and
habitats for endangered. and threaiened species are reviewed to determine site

" compatibility and potentially constrained areas. This was part of the initial process in

- selecting Wind Colebrook South for development as a wind power generation site. Tt was

- determined throngh the initial review process that the current proposed site was capable
of development as a wind power generation site and that access could be achieved imio
the site while meeting the requirements of Connecticut’s Soil Erosion and Sediment
Control Act and being protective of sensﬂ:we arcas on the site,

The next step is to obtam more detaﬂed mapping 1nclud1ng aerial topographlc
survey data, property line surveys, field delineated wetlands and watercourses; soil -
testing pits and soil boring data, existing vegetated areas and identification of any
-additional sensitive areas (i.e. vernal pools and special habitat areas). This detailed
mapping allows for identification of areas that may be prone to erosion as well as
assessment of the drainape patterns on the site to determine areas where. potential
. treatment and detention of stormwater can be provided, This was an important step that
was taken in defermining the roadway alignment, graded laydown areas and stormwater
management areas for both pre and post-construction conditions at the site. The detailed
mapping, as well as deseriptions of the exisiing conditions at the site, is included in the
Erosion and Sediment Control Plarn dated August 2011. :

Some of the general prmcnples cited in the B&S Guldehnes that were utilized i m‘
the design and layout of the pl'O_] ect are as follows:

o Ultilize the exzstmg z‘opogmphy

In designing the proposed aCCess dnveways ~graded laydown areas and
infrastructure for the project, steep slopes were avoided as much as possible in order to
milﬁmjzc cut and 1ill slopes and minimize the overall potential for erosion. '

- Align roads on the contour wherever possible and use them to divert Sui:f'ace water
thereby reduting slope lengths.

The roadway was aligned to run across grade in ‘order to minimize the cuts and

- fills to the greatest extent possible. Multiple clean water diversions have been provided
to break up drainage areas and avo1d concentration of stormwater onto the proposed

construction areas. : : '




o Avoid steep slopes and soils with severe limitations for the intended uses. If there are -

no feasible alternatives to avoiding Steep slopes andfor erodible soils, sound
engineering practices should be employed to avercome site limitations.

Steep slopes and areas of erodible soils have been avoided as much as poss1b1e
with the design of the project. There is'a steep slope that needs to be traversed fo gain
access to the upper, flatter portions of the site. In order to minimize grading and potential

erosion and sedimentation appropriate engmeermg practices have been incorporated into-

the design. These measures include; clean water diversions, riprap slope stabilization,
temporary erosion conirol blankets, stone ohecks dams and water bars. These are bemg
employed to overcome site limitations. :

o Avoid ﬂood prone areas,, wetlands,  beaches, dunes and other senmsitive areas and -

~ when possible keep flood plains free of il or obstruction. -

- There are no flood prone areas proposed for development and ihe Storm Water
Management Plan for the project has been -designed to ensure no increases in post-
- development storm Water flows to down gradient areas.

There is one proposed wetlands crossing that will e requ:xed to access the site for
proposed turbine #3. The crossmg location was chosen in the narrowest arca of the
wetlands in order to minimize impacts. Additionally, a seepage cnvelope is being
proposed in order to majntain hydraulic connectivity between the weﬂands on both sides
: of the proposed crossing location.

TWO vernal pooIs were identified on the site during the planning process. Thereis
no proposed development adjacent to or within 100° of these sensitive areas and any .

improvements within 750’ of the vemal pools have been designed in accordance WJth the
Best Management Praotloes for development where vernal pools are present.-

e Keep stockpiles, borrow areqs, dccess roads and ‘other land dzsz‘urbmg activities
away from critical areas (such as sieep slopes and highly erodible soils) that dram
directly info wetlands and water bodies.

As mentioned above, the steep slopes and areas of. erodible soils have been
avoided as much as possible with the design of the project. Where development does
. need to fake placed on steep slopes (i.e. the initial access drive into the site) sound
engineering practices have been employed to overcome the site limitations. All stockpile
and borrow areas have been set in areas away from wetlands and will be protected by
appropriate E&S measures in accordance with the 2002 E&S Guidelines.

o Avoid siting buildings in drainage ways, over watercourses and over storm drainage
Systems. .

~ The only proposed building development is expansion of the emstmg residential
. building on the site to accommodate office space and an educational area in the building,
The building is located in an upland area. There are no proposed buildings in drainage
ways, over watercourses or over any storm drainage systems.




- Utilize the natural drainage system wherever possible. If the natural dr ainage system -
of a site can be preserved instead of being replaced with piped storm sewers or
concrete channels, the potential for downstream damages from increased runoﬁ" can
be minimized, making compliance with storm water management criferia easier.

The natural dramage system of the site is being preserved wherever possible.
There is minimal plpmg of storm drainage being proposed and ex1st1ng drainage areas are
being maintained. Storm water will be conveyed through both riprap and grass-lined
swales to proposed storm water detention and renovation areas. There are no proposed
increases in runcif from the development and the proposed improvements comply with
storm water management criteria.

Additional principiés for sife planning for erosion and sediment control that are
cited in the 2002 E&S. Gmdellnes and have been 1nc1uded in the design of this project
include:

»  Keeping 1anddisturbance to a minimuom, ,
o Providing a detailed construction schedule foi the project.

e Minimizing flow velocities on the site by breakmg up flow areas, using diversmns
stone check dams and riprap. _ . '

o Keeping clean runoff separated from consiruciion runoff and making sure
construction runoff is treated by an appropriatc E&S measure prior to discharge (i.e.
silt fence, hay bales, and temporary sediment traps).

» Directing runoff from small disturbed areas to adjoining undisturbed areas to redice
the potential of concentrated flows and increase settlement and filiration.

o Ensuring that concentrated runoff fron the development is safely conveyed to stable
outlets using riprap channels, swales with stone check dams aid similar conveyance:
| measures. : :

° Includmg tempora],y sediment basins for larger areas of development and grading that
* are sized appropriately and are not located in wetlands or watercourses.

o Implementation of a thorough mamtenance plan and follow up program to ensure the
success of the E&S Plan..

- Selection of Emsion Control Measures:

The final step in preparing an appropriate E&S Plan is to perform a thorough =
review of the proposed development and to identify potential problem areas. All areas of
the site that are proposed for disturbance need o be reviewed to determine the potential
for erosion and sedimentation from the disturbed areas. Once the potential problem areas
are identified an appropriate strategy and erosion control measure st be chosen,

Each area of disturbance was analyzed to determine where there was the potential
- for erosion to occur and then the appropriate measures from the 2002 E&S Guidelines
were chosen and incorporated into the plan. The measures choseri are based upon the
contributing drainage area to the proposed. area of construction, the potential erosion
control problem and the down gradient conditions adjacent to the proposed construction
area being analyzed.




Q4.
A4

Thie measures that have been mcorporated into the E&S Plan are itemized in
detail in Section 3-Best Management Practices of the Erosion arzd Sediment Control Plan’
prepared by Civill dated August 2011, : :

In summary, the Erosion and Sediment Control Plan prepared by Civill dated
August 2011 was carefully developed using the 2002 Connecticut Guidelines for Soil
Erosion and Sediment Control (B&S Guidelines). The E&S Plan complies with the intent
of the Guidelines and ensures compliance with the requirements of Connechcut’s Soil
Erosion and Sediment Contml Act.

Provide the status of the Host Community Agreement per Order No. 3. |

BNE Energy (BNE) has met with the Town of Colebrook to discuss the Host Community
Agreement We have also reviewed applicable statutes and are in the process of
preparing tax schedules for discussion purposes. BNE believes it has made progress and

~it expects to meet with the Town in the near future for further discussions. BNE is
~ committed to negotiating a Host Commumity Agreement with the Town of Colebrook,

and will report to the Siting Council, if and when suchan Agreement is finalized.

" Respectfully sﬁbmitted,
BNE ENERGY INC.

- %@M'

Lee 1. Hoffman, Esq. /7
Pullman & Comley, LLC

90 State House Square
Hartford, CT 06103-3702

Ph. (860) 424-4315

Fax (860) 424-4370 :
Thoffman@pullcom.com
Attorney for BNE Energy Inc.




Certification

ThlS isto cemfy that a copy of'the foregomg has been mailed this date to all partles and

intervenors of record as follows:

Richard Roznoy

- 11 School Street

P. 0. Box 850

East Granby, CT 06026

Nicholas J. Harding /Emily A, Gianquimo
Reid and Riege, P.C. A

One Financial Plaza

Hartford, CT 06103 -

John K. Morissette (electronic format only).
Manager-Transmission Siting and Permitting
The Connecticut Light & P_owe.r 'Company-
P.0. Box 270 _

Hartford, CT 06141-0270 -

Christopher R. Bernard (elecironic only)

‘| Manager-Regulatory Policy (Transmission)

The Connecticut Light & Power Company
P.O. Box 270
Hartford, CT 06141- 0270

Joaquina Borges King (elécz‘-rom‘c Jormat only)
Senior Counsel , '
The Connecticut Light & Power Company
P.O. Box 270

| Hartford, CT 06141-0270

Thomas 1. McKeon

| First Selectman’

Town of Colebrook
P.0. Box 5 '
Colebroock, CT 06021 -

" David R. Lawrence MD
| Jeannie Lemelin LPN
{ 30 Flagg Hill Road

Colebrook, CT 06021

David M. Cusick

Howd, Lavieri & Finch, LLP
682 Main Street -

Winsted, CT 06098

Walter M, Zima

Brandy Grant ‘
12B Greenwood Tumpike
Winsted, CT 06098 |

Eva Villanova
134 Forest Avene-
Winsted, CT 06098

Lot
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