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Executive Director
Connecticut Siting Council
10 Franklin Square

New Britain, CT 00605}

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL AND U.S. MAIL

Re;  Petition 983 - BNE Energy Inc., Flagg Hill Road, Colebrook, CT
Dear Ms. Roberts:

BNLE Energy Inc. (“BNE”) is writing this letter to respond to the receni corrsspondence from
bofl the Slthng Council and F auwmd CT (“Falrwmd g relatmg to the timing oJ t}é__ APPTOY ua} of

The ciue]" reason f01 these concems IS ‘"that as the Louncﬂ s well aware, for projects o be
eligible for federal grants under the Ametican Recovery and Remvestment Act of 2009, projects
must begin construction no later than December 31, 2011. BNE continues to believe that it can
meet the eligibility requirements under ARRA, however, to do so, it will need to begin
construction in the near futuré. Delaying approval of any portion of the D&M Plan until
November 30, 2011 may make BNE’s ability to obtain ARRA funding more difficult.

Fortunately, there are two alternatives available to the Council that will allow for a thorough
review of tie D&M Flan submiital, but wiil 20t jeopardize BNE's coustruction schedule. The
first is that, as the Siting Council is also well aware, D&M Plans are specifically designed to be
approved in a phased approach, with different portions of the D&M Plan being approved at
different times. For purposes of the current review of BNE’s D&M Plan, the site clearing
portions of the D&M Plan could be reviewed and approved. This would allow BNE to begin site
clearing and perhaps road corstruction, but would not allow the construction of the wind turbines
themselves until such time as the remainder of the D&M Plan is approved. It is BNE’s
underqtandmg that other renewable energy pmJebtq ha‘ve used a similar approach, including the
Plainfield Rénswable Fnergy LICproject, which was drpwved by the Cotheil'in Petition 784,

re%pecifuﬂy 1eque s ’fhdt tht, I‘cmamder o‘F :1ts D&‘\/{ Plan br;wnx '.dered“‘ for ';appfoxfal at 1h
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November - 17 meeting, rather than having the D&M approval process stretch beyond the
current regularly scheduled meetings. If, however, the Siting Council requires time for
consideration and approval of the D&M Plan beyond the November 17" meeting, BNE would be
willing to discuss that with the Siting Council at its convenience.

Please contact me if you have any questions regarding this matter. Thank you in advance for
your consideration of this matter.

Respectfully submitted
BNE ENERGY INC,

o LD

Lee D. Hoffma;f 4
Its Attorney

ce: Service List for Petition 983
Melanie A, Bachman (via electronic mail})
Michael A. Perrone (via electronic mail)

ACTIVE/72955 2 LHOFFMAN/260741 2v1



