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HEARI NG RE: GRE 314 EAST LYME, LLC
MARCH 14, 2013 (3:05 PM

. Verbati m proceedi ngs of a hearing
before the State of Connecticut Siting Council in the
matter of a petition by GRE 314 East Lyne, LLC, held at
the East Lyne Town Hall, 108 Pennsyl vani a Avenue,

Ni antic, Connecticut, on March 14, 2013 at 3:05 p.m, at
which tinme the parties were represented as herei nbefore

set forth .

CHAI RVAN ROBI N STEIN:  Good afternoon,
| adies and gentlenen. |1'd like to call to order this
nmeeti ng of the Connecticut Siting Council today,

Thur sday, March 14, 2013, at approximately 3:00 p.m M
nane i s Robin Stein, Chairman of the Connecticut Siting
Council. We're here on Petition No. 1056.

Q her nenbers of the Council who are here
present are Professor Tait, Vice Chairman; M. Hannon,
who's the designee fromthe Departnent of Energy and
Envi ronnental Protection; Director Caron, who is the
designee fromthe Public Uilities Regul atory Agency; M.
Ashton; M. Lynch; Senator Mirphy; Dr. Bell; and M.

W ensky.
Menbers of the staff present are Executive

Director Linda Roberts; Staff Attorney Ml ani e Bachman
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and Siting Anal yst Robert Mercier.

The court reporter is Gail Gegoriades and
audi o techni ci an Aaron DeMarest.

This hearing is held pursuant to the
provisions of Title 16 of the Connecticut Ceneral
Statutes and of the Uniform Adm ni strative Procedure Act
upon a petition from GRE 314 East Lynme, LLC for a
Declaratory Ruling that no Certificate of Environnental
Conpatibility and Public Need is required for the
proposed construction and operation of a 5.0 negawatt
Sol ar Phot ovol tai c Renewabl e Energy Generating Project
| ocated off Grassy H Il Road and Walnut H Il Road in East
Lynme, Connecticut. The petition was received by the
Counci| on Decenber 17, 2012.

As a remnder to all, off-the-record
comuni cation with any nenber of the Council or staff
upon the nerits of this petition is prohibited by | aw

There are no parties or intervenors to the
proceedings. As | nentioned before, the Petitioner is
GRE 314 East Lyne, LLC, and Attorney Lee Hoffnman of
Pul | man and Conl ey representing the applicant.

W will proceed in accordance with the
prepared agenda, copies of which are available in the

back. Also available here are copies of the Council’s
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Ctizen Guide to Siting Council Procedures.

And at the end of this afternoon’s
session, we wll recess and resune again at 7:00 p. m
The 7:00 p.m hearing will be reserved specifically for
the public to make brief oral statenents into the
record.

| want to also note for those who are here
and for the benefit of your friends and nei ghbors who are
unable to join us or will be unable to join us for the
public comment session, that you or they may send witten
statenents to the Council within 30 days of today. And
such witten statements will be given the sane wei ght as
i f spoken at the hearing.

A verbatimtranscript wll be nade of
this hearing and deposited with the East Lynme and
Montville Town Cerk’s Ofice for the conveni ence of the
publi c.

Do we have any public officials who w shes
to nmake a statenent at this tinme? Ckay.

So for admnistrative notice, | wsh to
call your attention to those itens shown on the hearing
program mar ked as Roman Nuneral |-D, Itens 1 through 35,
and Roman Nuneral 1-E, coments fromthe Departnent of

Transportation, dated March 1, 2013, and coments from
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t he Departnent of Energy and Environmental Protection,
dated March 13, 2013. Does the Petitioner have any
objection to these itens that have been noticed?

MR LEE HOFFMAN:  No, we do not.

CHAl RVAN STEIN:  Thank you. So we have --
hereby notice adm nistratively these docunents.

W' re going to now go to the appearance of
the Petitioner. Attorney Hoffrman, will you present your
wi t ness panel for the purposes of taking the oath.

MR HOFFMAN:  Absolutely. Thank you,
Chairman Stein --

COURT REPORTER  Attorney --

(pause - audi o adj ust nent)

MR. HOFFMAN:  Absol utely, Chairman Stein.
Starting at ny very far left we have Robert Landino from
G eenskies or GRE 314. Next to himis Janes Cowen.
| medi ately to ny left is Andrew Chester, also with
G eenskies. Imediately -- to ny immediate right is M.
M chael Klein. To his right is M. Chris Albino. And to
the far right is M. Ray G adwell.

CHAI RVAN STEIN: At this point would you
all please rise and we’ll have the -- Attorney Bachman
adm ni ster the oath.

MS. MELANI E BACHVAN:. Pl ease rai se your
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ri ght hand.

(Whereupon, the Petitioner’s w tness panel
was duly sworn in.)

M5. BACHVAN.  Thank you.

CHAI RVAN STEIN.  And pl ease begi n by
nunbering the exhibits of the filings you ve nade and
request to notice these and verifying the exhibits.

MR. HOFFMAN:  Thank you, M. Chairman.
|"d like to mark as exhibits for identification the itens
found in Roman Nuneral |1, Letter B. ItemNo. 1 is the
Petition itself, including bulk file exhibits of the Town
of Easy Lyne’s Zoni ng Regul ations, the Town of East
Lynme’ s I nl and/ Wet | ands and Wt er cour ses Regul ati ons, and
the Town of East Lyne’s Plan of Conservation and
Devel opnent. 1'd also like to mark for identification
Items No. 2, GRE 314’ s Responses to the Council’s
Interrogatories; ItemNo. 3, the Publisher’'s Certificate
of Notice in The Day; Item No. 4, the Sign Posting
Affidavit; No. 5 are the resunes of Mchael Klein, Janes
Cowen, Eric Davison, Chris Al bino, and Ray Gradwel|; No.
6 is aletter fromthe State H storic Preservation
Ofice, dated March 6th; ItemNo. 7 are site plans that
were submtted to the Siting Council; and ItemNo. 8 is a

letter from Environnmental Planning Services to the
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Connecti cut Departnent of Environnmental Protection, dated
March 13, 2013. 1'd like to submt those itens for
identification purposes at this tine.

CHAI RVAN STEIN:  Since there are no
parties or intervenors to question, we'll just continue.

MR. HOFFMAN:  Very good. In that case, |
woul d -- since the w tnesses have al ready been sworn, in
an effort to get these admtted as full exhibits, | wll
start down the line to ny far left and ask each of the
menbers of the panel did you cause or prepare to -- did
you prepare or cause to be prepared the itens listed at

I1-B, 1 through 8? M. Landi no.

MR. ROBERT LANDI NO Yes, | did.
MR HOFFMAN. M. Cowen.

MR JAMES COVNEN  Yes, | did.
MR HOFFMAN: M. Chester.

MR. ANDREW CHESTER:  Yes, | did.
MR HOFFMAN: M. Kl ein.

MR M CHAEL KLEIN: Yes.

MR HOFFMAN: M. Al bi no.

MR CHRIS ALBINO Yes, | did.
MR HOFFMAN: M. G adwel | .

MR, RAY GRADVELL: Yes, | did.
MR, HOFFMAN.  And do you have any changes
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or anendnents to those exhibits as they’ ve been filed?
M . Landi no.

MR. LANDINO | have one small change. In
the course of working with our construction team we
t hought of an idea that would elimnate or mnimze the
amount of tree renoval fromthe site. And we thought
that if we could take the tinber that was being cl eared
as part of the proposed solar systemand chip it and use
it as ground cover on-site and replace sone of the no now
grass seed mx and gravel pathways that were proposed in
the original application wth the chi pped wood, it woul d
serve several benefits; nanely by using indigenous
material, we would |l essen or elimnate the anmount of
trucks that would | eave the site during construction. W
woul d stabilize the site with the natural material that
woul d not require at least initially maintenance. And
then to the extent that we couldn’t cover the entire
site, we would continue to use sonething close to the
original design with a no now grass m x, and we woul d
mai ntain the property as needed going forward. It would
certainly require | ess mai ntenance with the wood chi ps.
And over tine if we needed to replace sone of the chips
with additional seed mx, we would do so.

MR HOFFMAN: And ot her than that one
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change, are there any other changes to your exhibits?

MR LANDINO No, there are not.

MR. HOFFMAN.  And ot her than the change
mentioned by M. Landino, M. Cowen, are there any
changes to the exhibits?

MR COMNEN:  No.

MR, HOFFMAN. M. Chester, any other

changes?

MR CHESTER No, there’'s not.

MR. HOFFMAN: M. Klein, any other
changes?

MR KLEI'N:  No.

MR. HOFFMAN: M. Al bino, any other
changes?

MR ALBI NO  No.

MR HOFFMAN. M. Gadwell, any other
changes?

MR GRADWELL: No.

MR, HOFFMAN.  And with those changes are
the exhibits accurate to the best of your know edge and
belief? M. Landi no.

MR. LANDINO Yes, they are.

MR HOFFMAN. M. Cowen.

MR CONEN:  Yes.
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HOFFMAN: M. Chester.
CHESTER  Yes.

HOFFMAN: M. Kl ei n.
KLEIN:  Yes.

HOFFMAN: M. Al bi no.
ALBI NO  Yes.

HOFFMAN. M. G adwel | .

2333333 %

GRADWELL:  Yes.

MR HOFFMAN:  Wth that, |I would ask that
the exhibits be noved as full exhibits for the purpose of
this petition.

CHAI RVAN STEIN.  These exhi bits are hereby
made part of the record. Thank you.

(Wher eupon, Petitioner Exhibit Nos. 1
through 8 were received into evidence as full exhibits.)

CHAI RVAN STEIN. W' || now begin our
cross-exam nation with our staff. M. Mercier.

MR. ROBERT MERCIER  Thank you. 1’d just
like to begin with some of the things that were exam ned
and tal ked about at the field review today. | guess,
first of all, the project area, is that conposed of four
separate parcel s?

MR LANDINO | believe it's three, but

|"mnot -- I’mnot 100 percent -- it's -- it’s -- |
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believe it’s three separate parcels.
MR. MERCIER Do you have the addresses?
MR LANDINO M. Hoffnman.
MR HOFFMAN: | can | ook for those, M.
Mercier, and --

MR MERCIER  Ckay --

MR. HOFFMAN: -- get themto you
MR MERCIER -- thank you. As for
ownership of the parcels, what entity -- is it individua

| andowners or is it GRE?

MR. LANDINO GRE or its assigned
affiliates owns all of the | and.

MR MERCIER. Wen we were wal ki ng t oday,
over to the eastern portion of the property there was a
statenent -- actually, it’s repeated in Council Question
No. 20 -- that part of that property was set aside as
conservation purposes. Is it -- was the -- was the | and
donated or is there a conservation easenent?

MR. LANDINO | originally purchased a
portion of the land that is a part of this application to
develop a residential subdivision. As part of the
entitlenment of that subdivision in the Towmn of East Lyne
-- I"mprobably not going to get the year right, but I

remenber around 2006 or so -- that sounds about right --
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or '07 -- we donated land to the west of the wetland band
to the East Lyne Land Trust --

A VO CE: Excuse nme, to the east.

MR. LANDI NO Excuse ne. To the east of
the wetland band. And there is an easenent -- an access
easenent that runs along the eastern perinmeter for the
public and for nenbers of the Land Trust to get back to
that site.

MR MERCIER  Ckay. |If we could just use
one of the diagrans that were submtted, say the March
7th submttal, Tab 6, the third diagram it’s an overal
aerial plan.

MR, LANDINO. One second, we’'re just going
to have to pull it out.

MR MERCIER  Sure.

(pause)

MR. HOFFMAN: Wi ch one specifically --

MR. MERCIER. The overall aerial -- the
overall aerial plan. [It’s their March 7th submttal. It
should be -- it was on top of your books | believe, Tab

6, the diagram --
MR LANDI NO Is this -- is this the
document ?

MR MERCIER: That is correct.
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MR. LANDI NO  Ckay.

MR HOFFMAN: M. Mercier, while we're
paused, before you begin that |ine of questioning,
although I"'mnot a witness, if you look in the petition,
at the top of page 7, the first line lists the four
parcels that are involved. |In the petition itself --
it's --

MR MERCIER So it is four?

MR HOFFMAN:  Yes, sir.

MR. MERCIER  Thank you. 1In regard to the

plan, I'mjust trying to understand where the donation
was made. | -- if we can use sone of the features on
this plan, | see the wetland corridor, | see the hundred-

foot inland/ wetland buffer --

MR LANDINO Yeah --

MR MERCIER -- | see the eastern fields.

MR. LANDINO This plan does not delineate
the actual internal property line that resulted in the
dedi cation of that parcel, but essentially, it’'s all of
the land to the east of the wetland band that roughly
bi sects the site. It is now owned by the East Lyne --
the East Lynme Land Trust.

MR. MERCIER  And when you say wetl and

band are you including the buffer areas to the west of -

POST REPORTI NG SERVI CE
HAMDEN, CT (800) 262-4102



© 00 N o o -~ wWw N Pk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N PP O O 00 N O O B W N +—» O

14
HEARI NG RE: GRE 314 EAST LYME, LLC
MARCH 14, 2013 (3:05 PM

- it looks like a streamin the mddle of the wetland
band?

MR. LANDINO Yeah -- no, the property
line -- ny recollection -- and this map doesn’t showit,
so I’mgoing by nmenory that’s now seven years old, so |I'd
have to | ook for another exhibit that m ght have this --
but ny recollection is that the property |ine roughly
bi sects the wetlands band so that the wetland and the
buffer to the west of the wetland are on the property
subject to this hearing and the property to the east is
owned by ot hers.

MR. MERCIER  Ckay. And do you know the
approxi mate size of the donation?

MR LANDINO | believe it was 22 acres or
so and change, but again | could -- wth the exhibits |
could pin that down.

MR, MERCI ER. Ckay, thank you.

CHAI RVAN STEIN:  Senat or Mur phy.

MR JAMES J. MURPHY, JR: Wile we're on
-- you talked -- you tal ked about a donation of the |and.
Was -- (indiscernible) --

COURT REPORTER. M crophone pl ease.

MR MJRPHY: It’s on -- at |east the green

button is working -- (pause) -- the question sinply is
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was it a dedication of an easenent -- a conservation
easenment or is it a fee sinple type --
MR LANDINO It was a fee conveyance.
MR. MJRPHY: So the type of --

(i ndiscernible) -
LANDI NGO Yes, it --

MURPHY: -- (indiscernible) --
LANDI NGO Yes, it did.

MURPHY:  Thank you, M. Chairman.

2% 335

MERCIER: Okay. |I'mgoing to flip
ahead one sheet in that tab submttal, Tab 6, where it
says the Overall Erosion Control and Denolition Plan
the western portion of the property, it shows a

construction entrance. After conpletion of the projec

15

In

t,

is this entrance also the main entrance to the facility?

MR, LANDINO. Do you want -- |I’msorry
| don’t -- | don’t know what you're referring to, but
that’s not -- the entrance to the facility is -- is to
the -- is the right -- the southern -- at the southern

[imt of the property.

MR. MERCIER  Ckay, so that narrow
property access on WAl nut H Il Road?

MR LANDI NO Correct.

MR. MERCIER  Ckay. And what kind of

POST REPORTI NG SERVI CE
HAMDEN, CT (800) 262-4102



© 00 N o o -~ w N Pk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 00 N O O B W N +—» O©O

16
HEARI NG RE: GRE 314 EAST LYME, LLC
MARCH 14, 2013 (3:05 PM

upgrades do you have to do with that road?
MR LANDINO W’re -- we're going to
clear it and grade it to the best of our ability w thout

i npacti ng nei ghbors so that a truck can pass over that

facility. Again, the -- the solar farm when conpl et ed
won't have regular visitors. It will just be used for
mai nt enance purposes. So we're just -- and we use it

right nowinits current state, but we will do our best
to grade it out and nake it stable and as passable as
possi bl e.

MR MERCIER Are there any tree clearings
associated with that road only?

MR. LANDINO No, there’s sone brush and a
few branches, but no -- no tree clearing. It’'s -- it’s
an old haul road, so it actually is in place.

CHAl RVAN STEIN:  We have a question from
M. Lynch.

MR. DANIEL P. LYNCH, JR: In driving by
VWal nut H Il Road, it |ooked like a rather steep grade.

Do you have any idea what the grading is on that?

MR. LANDINO Maybe Chris or Ray do, but
believe it’s probably in the 12 to 14 percent range.
It’s fairly steep.

MR GRADWELL: That’'s an accurate --
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that’s an accurate assessnent of the grade.

MR. LANDINO Yeah. And we’'ve -- [|’'ve
gone up it 50 times, so it’s certainly a passabl e road.
It’s not -- it’s just sonething that you wouldn’t want --
if it was a public street, you d certainly want to --

woul dn’t want to have it at that grade.

MR. LYNCH  Thank you. | just observed it
in going by --

MR LANDINO Yeah --

MR LYNCH -- and | just wanted to ask.
Thank you.

MR. MERCIER  Now j ust beyond that road we
were just referring to when you get into the solar field
area, the proposed solar field area, there’s a couple of
old buildings in there, like an old house or sonething.
| understand those are to be torn down. Has there been
any environnental review yet of those?

MR. LANDI NO Yeah, we’ ve done |ead and
asbestos, and there’s none. Just to clarify, there’'s a
coupl e of old shacks on the southern half of the site
that we actually haven’'t done that for, but they don’t
| ook I'i ke they ever even had any nechani cal equi pnent in
t hem

MR. MERCIER Ckay. For the portion of
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the property near the construction entrance, at Wl nut

H 1l Road there’s an old or historic |ooking honme -- |
wouldn’t call it historic, but it’s an old farnmhouse. 1Is
that going to be torn down?

MR. LANDINO Qur intention was to tear it
down. It doesn’t appear to have any historic
significance and it’s in pretty tough shape. But you
know, that was our intention.

MR MERCIER To not tear it down?
LANDINO: To tear it down.

MERCIER: Onh, to tear it down?
LANDI NO.  Yeah, denolish it.

2 3 3%

MERCIER: In the -- | don’t know if
you have it, but | think it’s in Tab 5 of the March 7th
submttal, the State Hi storic Preservation Ofice letter
In the second paragraph it’'s tal king about a snall
farnstead. And |’mnot sure where on the property
they’'re referring to. |If soneone could just exam ne

t hat .

MR. LANDINO | actually read the letter
and wasn’t sure what they neant by that as well because
there’s no hone on the property. That’'s a small barn
that you just referred to. And | didn't know that there

was anything else that could be interpreted as a hone of
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any type. There’'s -- is that the Tinker House - is that
A VOCE Yeah, | think --
MR, LANDI NO. There are shacks at the
south end of the site, but they weren't -- | wouldn't

call them a honestead or anything that | ooked |ike anyone

ever inhabited those other than for a night or so, so --

you know, so --

MR MERCI ER

Dd the State H storic

Preservation O ficer cone out to the site and walk with

you or they just reviewed sone plans?

MR, LANDI NO
pl ans.

MR MERCI ER

MR, LANDI NO
site visit with them

MR MERCI ER
this particular building was
about - -

MR LANDI NO

MR MERCI ER
MR LANDI NO

call ed the Tinker House, but

| think they revi ewed

Ckay.
They -- we did not conduct a
| wasn’t sure if that -- if

the one we were just tal king

Yeah, there is -- there is -

-- on Walnut HIl Road --
-- there is an historic hone

iIt’s not inpacted by this
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plan. And if you re looking at the site map, it’'s --
it’s roughly in the -- the access to Walnut H Il Road
that’s in the center of the site, there is a house that
dates | believe to the 18th century that is owned as part
of this devel opnent, but is not being inpacted --

MR MERCIER Ckay, | think that’s the
house that | was referring to earlier, called the Tinker
House, but it’s an older hone that’s right near your
construction entrance --

MR LANDINO It’s -- it’s not -- it’s
near the construction entrance, but there’s sufficient
width for trucks to pass and that woul d not be inpacted
in any way.

MR MERCIER  So that particular honme is
not going to be torn down?

MR. LANDI NO Absolutely not. No, no.

MR MERCIER  Ckay.

MR. LANDINO And actually, that’'s a
requi rement of the original approval as well, that it not
be torn down.

MR. MERCI ER  Ckay, thank you.

MR. LYNCH M. Chairnman.

CHAl RVAN STEIN:  Yes, M. Lynch.

MR. LYNCH. Along that regards -- excuse
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me -- | know you nentioned in the application that you --
when you were | ooking to devel op the property previously,
you checked with the Indian Tribal Councils as far as
their involvenment in the preservation. | know the
Narragansetts control that. D d you -- why -- why didn’t
you go back to them again?

MR LANDINO Alittle history. Wen we
entitled the original subdivision, we hired a consultant
to do an archeol ogical study. And she determ ned at that
time through interviews and a site survey and research
that there was no significant -- no Native Anmerican
significance or historical inpact related to that.

Subsequent to that, as part of this
application, we purchased an additional parcel to the
south, which we did not do that sanme |evel of review for
W retained her to do that sanme review, and she’s
currently conpleting that work as we speak. She needed
to wait for the snow cover to clear.

MR LYNCH WII we be getting a copy of
that report?

MR. LANDINO | believe wthin the next
two or three weeks.

MR LYNCH.  Thank you.

MR MERCIER Is this additional review
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related to the comments in the State H storic
Preservation O fice letter?

MR LANDI NO.  Yes.

MR MERCIER Ckay. Still staying with
the sane Tab 6 of March 7th, I’mjust going to flip to
the first plan now, it’'s rendered views. Ckay?

MR LANDI NO.  Yes.

MR MERCIER There's this -- in the
t opographic overlay at the top of the page -- the center
page really, there's different various shades of green.
Can soneone just tell nme what -- what that neans?

MR, LANDINO. Yeah, let nme -- on the map -
- | think that -- is that a slope designation, Ray and
Chris, the darker green being steeper slopes --

AVAOCE | think it's trees --

MR LANDINO -- or isit -- Ray --

MR. GRADWELL: | can answer that question.
The dark -- the olive color green on the top is the
limts of the wetlands. The next darker color green is
the limts of the woods outside the wetland. And then
the lighter color green upslope of that would be kind of
t he open -- the open field.

MR. MERCI ER  Ckay, thank you. Now

| ooking at View 3 there, Rendered View No. 3, is that a
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simul ated view fromNo. 95 Wal nut H || Road?

MR LANDINO Yeah, it’'s fromtheir hone,
not fromthe street. There's virtually no views fromthe
street that create any type of visual inpact. So what we
try to do to show the worse case is to kind of |ook at
peopl e’ s backyards and try to sinulate what they m ght
see.

MR. MERCIER Ckay. And -- and how did
you get the nunber of trees in the view?

MR LANDINO I'll leave that to the big
guys, so Ray and Chris.

MR ALBINO W used aerial inagery to
ki nd of count the nunber of trees and then put themin
digitally.

MR MERCIER So | guess ny question is
you' re going to be clearing up to the -- | think there’s
a stonewal |l there --

MR ALBINO Correct --

MR MERCIER -- all the vegetation --
there’s a small band of trees | believe there, is that
correct, on your side of the property?

MR. ALBINO At that particular |ocation,
| believe there’s not a ot of clearing being done on the

property, but -- so these trees represent what’s on the

POST REPORTI NG SERVI CE
HAMDEN, CT (800) 262-4102



© 00 N o o -~ wWw N Pk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 00 N O O B W N +—» O

24
HEARI NG RE: GRE 314 EAST LYME, LLC
MARCH 14, 2013 (3:05 PM

honmeowner’s property --

MR MERCIER  Ckay --

MR ALBINO -- which is outside of our
scope.

MR MERCIER Now -- | guess | have the
same question for View 1l and if you know the address of
that particular property?

MR LANDING | don’t have the street
address --

MR ALBINO | don’t have the exact
addr ess.

MR LANDINO. But it’'s essentially a hone
that abuts the western boundary of our site. And so
we're giving a view fromtheir backyard.

MR MERCIER And in |ooking at the map
there’s an adjacent hone just to the south?

MR LANDI NO Correct.

MR MERCIER Wuld they have a simlar
Vi ew?

MR LANDINO A simlar view along that
entire segnent of the devel opnent, yes.

MR MERCIER  Are these honmes on Muntain
Vi ew Avenue, if you know?

MR. LANDINO They' re on Walnut H Il Road
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| believe -- are they Mountain View -- no, it’s Wl nut
HIll --

MR, MERCI ER.  Perhaps you coul d just check
that and get back to ne |ater during the hearing.

MR LANDINO Isn't that Walnut H Il --
yeah, | believe it’s Walnut HII.

AVOCE Valnut HII.

MR MERCIER If you could determne the
addresses at sone point, you know, at the break or
what ever .

Again -- so looking at View 1, it appears
what ever woodl and there may be on the GRE side woul d be
renoved and it would be open -- an open view?

MR LANDINO Right --

A VOCE That's correct --

MR LANDINO -- with a -- with a privacy
-- atinber privacy fence with a | andscape screen
separating the devel opnent from adjacent properties.

MR MERCIER |If we flip ahead four

drawi ngs to the final overview of the Erosion Control and

Denolition Plan, | guess -- | guess for the properties we
just | ooked at, one was 95 Walnut Hill, the other two
we’'re not sure of the addresses. |Is it possible to --
well let’s start with 95 -- looking at this plan, | see
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the wood fence directly on the property line. 1Is it
possi ble to nove that fence backwards, eastward?

MR. LANDINO By how nuch, sir?

MR MERCIER \Well | see a flat area where
there’s sone grading contours and then | can see the
perinmeter road and then the solar field.

MR. LANDINO Yeah, it looks like it can
be noved. Yeah, to sone anmount. Ray?

MR. CGRADWELL: The fencing is shown right
out si de the nai ntenance access path and then there’s
sl ope --

MR. LANDINO But the fence isn’'t on the
property line --

MR. GRADWELL: It’s not on the property
line.

MR MERCIER It’s not on the red dot?

MR LANDING No, no --

MR. GRADWELL: It’'s actually right at the
limt of the devel opnent. And then that way we have room
to | andscape on our property. So there’'s sone buffer
bet ween us and the adjacent property.

MR ALBING It's a limted disturbance
line.

MR MERCIER What's the line with the --
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MR. LANDINO You're | ooking at the --

MR MERCIER -- little rectangles?

MR. LANDINO You're looking at a silt
fence -- it’s hard to see --

MR MERCIER  Ckay --

MR. LANDINO -- these get real small.

MR. MERCIER  Thank you. If we flip to
t he next page, the overall site grading and drai nage
plan, it does showit right on the property line as a
line with little rectangles --

A VOCE No, that’s the property --

MR MERCIER -- defined as wood stockade
fence --

MR. LANDINO Yeah, it tapers -- it’s on
t he edge of our systemand then begins to taper toward
that property corner on the, you know, northwestern or
south -- | guess that's the northwestern corner as you're
headi ng north. So it does -- it does get to the property
line at the point at which the property line turns the
corner, but for the entire length the -- the fence itself
is up on the top of the slope by the end of the system
Are you following the sane line? Ch, you re up -- you're
up at a different place --

MR MERCIER |'’mat the property we were
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tal ki ng about before, 95 Walnut H Il --

MR. LANDI NO Yeah, okay. At that point
it does showit on the property line. And it certainly
| ooks like it can be shifted to the east if it needed to
be. Ray, can you just verify that?

MR. GRADVELL: Yep -- yeah

MR. MERCIER  Ckay. | guess -- | have the
same question for the two -- the two properties | just
tal ked about with the open views of the fence. 1Is it
possi ble just to nove the grading back maybe -- | see it

on top of an enmbanknent, a fence, but it | ooks |ike when
you enter the solar field there’s an enpty area --

MR LANDINO.  Wiich -- which area are you
concerned about? | just want nake sure --

MR. MERCIER  The two properties | thought
potentially mght be on Mountain View or Walnut H Il we
t al ked about before, rendered view --

MR. LANDINO Yeah, | think we can nove
that fence back if that was -- if I’mlooking at the sane
two that you are -- the ones right bel ow the note that
says proposed wel | ?

MR. MERCIER  That’s correct.

MR. LANDINO Yes. Yeah, it |ooks --

mean it looks |ike we tapered the fence. It |ooks |like
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that could follow al ong our systemline through the
entire length and then turn the corner nore abruptly
when it needed to if that's -- if you follow what |’ m
sayi ng.

MR MERCIER Ckay. Wile we're on this
overall drainage and utility plan, | see the three
detention basins on each side of the parcel. There' s one
in the northeast corner?

MR LANDI NO  Yes.

MR MERCIER |'mnot sure howthat's tied
into the drainage of this site. |Is -- for stormnater the
ground is sloped eastward, correct, so all the water w ||
run east into the detention basins?

MR GRADWELL: Correct.

MR MERCIER Howis the one in the
nort heast corner incorporated --

MR. GRADWELL: The north --

MR MERCIER -- in the drai nage pl an?

MR. GRADVWELL: The detention pond on the
nort heast corner collects runoff fromthe west gradient,
the site that’s -- the portion that’'s not going to be
developed. It’s outside the limts of our array panel
and our mai ntenance path, but it does collect a small

portion of the array. There's a high point and a channel
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bet ween those two detention ponds, so a portion will flow
north to that detention pond, a small portion, but the
majority of the runoff to that detention pond cones from
upl and slope that’s north of the array panel field.

MR MERCIER. So |like non-disturbed areas

MR, GRADWELL: Correct --

MR MERCIER -- you're just ensuring
there’s no additional runoff into --

MR, GRADWELL: Correct --

MR MERCIER -- into the wetl ands.

MR GRADWELL: Mm hmm

MR MERCIER  And staying with this plan,
| see three water wells on the property. Wat's --
what’'s the purpose of the water wells?

MR. LANDINO W -- we haven’'t made a firm
decision to do that, but we put themon the plan to the
extent that there would be mai ntenance required and water
was required. W thought we should show wells at points
-- you know, to have water sources so that we didn’'t have
to bring water trucks every tinme we needed to do
sonmething related to washing the panels or maintaining
them So that was our intention by locating those wells

on the plan.
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MR MERCIER  Ckay.

MR. LANDI NO Infrequent use, you know,
once, twice a year naybe at the nost.

MR MERCIER. Now that we’'re tal ki ng about
t he mai ntenance, is there regul ar cleaning or other
simlar maintenance required for the panel s?

MR LANDINO I'll kind of turn this over
to Andrew Chester, but, you know, there is -- the
mai ntenance is fairly mniml, but maybe, Andrew, you
could tal k about what it mght -- what it mght include.

MR. CHESTER  Typically what we do with
sol ar panels for cleaning is let the natural rain wash
them So throughout the year there is mninmal nmanua
cl eaning that needs to be done. The wells were put on
the drawings for the possibility that, you know, dirt or
debris gets on it and we would like to clean themoff,
but traditionally nothing is done.

MR MERCIER If you do have to clean
them do you use -- what do you use? Just water?

MR. CHESTER  Yeah, just a hose.

MR. MERCIER Now the main solar field,
know you tal ked about potentially using woodchi ps and the
rest is no now grass. Does -- how often does no now

grass have to be nowed | guess -- (laughter) --
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MR, LANDINO That’s |ike the hundred-year
st or m happeni ng every seven years, right -- ny
under st andi ng, and we have fol ks that are nore expert
than | am is that it grows to a height of about nine to
twel ve inches. So because of our panel installation
heights, it wouldn't -- if it did do that, it would never
need to be nowed. But certainly we would nonitor that
and if it needed to be maintained -- that's the reason --
one of the reasons for the structure on site to
accommodat e nmai nt enance equi pnment and nowers, to be able
to do what’'s needed to be done.

MR MERCIER |Is there any type of weed
control necessary?

MR LANDINO Not initially. One of the
advant ages we t hought of wood chi ppi ng especially because
at least for the first few years, you know, we woul dn’t
have that issue. To the extent that it needed to be
done, you know, we could tal k about using maybe a Round
Up product or sonething like that and nmaybe Ji m or
M chael could speak to that, but sonmething certainly that
i's, you know, applied by a Iicensed user and soneone that
-- and a chemcal that certainly wouldn’'t have any
harnful effects, so -- Jimor Mchael, | don’'t know if

you want to add to that.
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MR COMEN | would say the main issue in
t he devel opnent is going to be what we were tripping over
out there, the nulti-floral rose thickets. Those are
likely to re-sprout and woul d probably need to be treated
wi th herbicides, which would kill themin a treatnent or
t wo.

MR MERCIER | guess once the grass is
installed is there any reason to besides spot application
for sone weeds is it -- you d spray any type of chem ca
or fertilizer or herbicides on the field?

MR. CONEN. The no now seed is a seed
that’ s designed because it is environnentally safe. It’s
a conbination of six native fescues and they don’t
require fertilizer or lime. They don’'t need to be
wat ered. They’'re drought resistant, so they may brown up
in the sumertine, which is fine. And they are also
partially shade tolerant. One -- with the solar array
obviously it’s to capture the sun, so there will be nuch
| ess sun available. So where grass is able to grow, this
can col oni ze those areas. But where it’s shaded, there
will probably be Iess -- mninmal vegetation.

MR, MERCIER. Does that seed m x actively
prevent weeds, like -- or -- | nean your seed wll take

as grass, but wll weeds grow up with it?
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MR. CONEN. Weeds can grow. It doesn’t
actively control weeds. It passively controls -- because
where there’s one plant, another will get established.
So it does reduce weeds.

MR. MERCIER Back to the multi-floral
rose, you said you mght have to put sone herbicide on
them |s that specific to that plant or is this nore of
a general application of a herbicide?

MR CONEN W would rely on a licensed
her bi ci de applicator to use the best herbicide avail abl e.
|’ mnot a herbicide expert, but we do -- we do rely on
experts for that application.

MR MERCIER Ckay. | saw on the site
pl ans sonme proposed pl antings, you know, between the
fence and sone of the abutters. Does any of that
vegetati on have to be nmaintained at a certain height or
are you just going to let it grow freely?

MR LANDINO It was neant to let grow
freely and just to act as a -- you know, trees
essentially, and let themact as a buffer that would
create a | arge canopy over tine --

MR MERCIER So --

MR. LANDINO -- and nmake the fence |ess

Vi si bl e.
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MR. MERCIER So as they grow woul d that
af fect any of your panels | guess?

MR. LANDINO No. W’ve kind of taken
that into account and that’s the reason for the distance
bet ween the fence and the panels.

MR. MERCIER Ckay. Are there any noise
i ssues associated with this project?

MR. LANDINO Not -- not that I’'m aware of
unl ess grass cutting perhaps once a year if that was --
or twice a year if that was -- that probably would be the
only tinme that there would be any significant noi se.

MR MERCIER. Do the inverters have any
noi se characteristics?

MR. LANDINO Do they have a hum do you

know?

MR CHESTER Slight.

MR. LANDINO Very slight -- a very slight
hum Andrew, nmaybe -- if you want to respond.

MR. CHESTER  Yeah, there is a slight hum
that will come fromthe inverters. | don’t know the
actual decibel level -- was it submtted -- but it is --

it's very, very mninmal.
MR, LANDINO. And they’'re housed in cases,
right?

POST REPORTI NG SERVI CE
HAMDEN, CT (800) 262-4102



© 00 N o o -~ w N P

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N PP O O 00 N O O B W N +—» O

36

HEARI NG RE: GRE 314 EAST LYME, LLC
MARCH 14, 2013 (3:05 PM

MR CHESTER

MR, LANDI NO
woul d muffl e that noise.

MR MERCI ER
your feasibility study?

MR, LANDI NO

MR CHESTER

Ri ght.

They’ re housed in cases that

VWhat’'s the current status of

Andr ew.

Yeah, | can take that. W

have subm tted our application to Connecticut Light and

Power .

We have had our scoping neeting, which | aunches

the facility -- I"msorry -- which | aunches the

feasibility study, which wll

st udy.
conpl eted by June.

then turn into a facility

Ri ght now our projected tineline is to have that

So we -- we have answers that we are

getting back to themactively this week and next, and we

will shift directly into the facility study with their

third-party engineers.

MR MERCI ER

Do you know i f you'll need

an overhead line to get to the interconnection point?

MR CHESTER

W do not know at this tine.

That’ s what they are starting -- (pause) --

MR MERCIER  Getting back to the parce
itself, I know you did a donation of 22 acres or so. Do
you know if this property -- the remaining property or

any portion is part of the Departnent of Agriculture’s
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Farmm and Preservation Progranf

MR LANDINO It’s not.

MR MERCIER Let’'s see -- inthe -- in
Section 9.3 of the Natural Resource Survey, that’'s in the
application at Tab D, there was a recomendation to
restrict clear tree cutting during the period of March
t hrough Novenber. |[Is that sonething GRE i ntends on
doi ng?

MR. LANDINO M chael Klein

MR. KLEIN:. The recomendation to restrict
tree clearing is based on potential use of the site by
bat species that roost individually in trees.

There are -- the other option that could
be explored if the timng was not feasible, would be to
actually survey to see if these |listed species of bats
are present. Surveys for themare restricted to certain

times of the year, and those surveys were outside of the

dates that we were actively working on the site -- no, |
take that back -- the survey period is comng up where it
could be done. | believe it’s in late April through Muy.

If those listed species of bats aren’'t present at the
site, then the restriction is not necessary. If --
dependi ng on the progress of this proceedi ng and ot her

proceedings, if -- if the projected construction period
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doesn’t occur during that restriction, thenit’'s -- it’s
not an issue. |If it were to occur during that tine
franme, then an alternative would be to identify whether
or not the bats are present at the site. |If they re not,
then it’s not necessary.

MR. LANDINO And just to add to that,
we're -- we are planning on hiring a bat guy to do that
in April.

MR. MERCIER  Ckay. \Wat --

A VOCE (Indiscernible - laughter) --

MR. LANDINO That was a generic. Sorry.

MR MERCIER. What is your proposed
construction schedul e? Wen would you want to comence?

MR. LANDINO Ideally, we'd like to start
July 1 and finish by the end of this cal endar year.

MR MERCIER. On page 8 of the

application, Section 3, it tal ks about anti-islanding

features. |f someone can just please explain a little
bit nore as to what you're referring to, |1’'d appreciate
it?

MR. LANDI NO \What section --
MR. MERCIER  Page 8, Section 3, the third
sent ence.

MR LANDI NO  Chri s.
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MR ALBING | think in talks with CL&P
that they're going to require a recloser. So | believe
that that sentence is going to -- need to be revised.

Al t hough the -- the equi pnent does have that capability,
t hey want a redundant system CL&P, so there wll
actually be additional reclosers.

COURT REPORTER. One nonent pl ease.

(pause - tape change)

MR MERCIER So that’'s -- that’'s just an
automati c shutoff if there’'s an outage or sonething of
t hat nature?

MR ALBINO [It’s an outage or any
fluctuation in the -- in the |ine.

MR. MERCIER  Thank you. | have no
further questions.

CHAl RVAN STEIN:  Thank you. W'l now go
with questions fromthe Council. Professor Tait.

MR COLINC TAIT: On -- on Fred Reese’s
letter, he raised the status of the farnmland. Has that
been resol ved? Has the Departnment of Agriculture

responded at all? On page 4 it says although the host

site is currently supporting only -- the Council should
solicit the input of the Departnent of Agriculture. If
we did and we haven’t gotten anything back -- have you
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guys gotten any feedback?

MR LANDINO W have not received
anything to date.

MR. TAIT: Thank you.

CHAI RVAN STEIN: M. Ashton.

MR PHLIP T. ASHTON: Thank you. On the
site grading and drainage and utility plan, which have --
| need a little clarification. As | understand it, the
total -- the control house is at the very south end of
the site and that you have a maintenance building that's
shown in the red block. 1Is that correct?

MR LANDI NO.  Yes.

MR ASHTON: Ckay. Are there going to be
various sub-control structures scattered throughout the
fields where you' re going fromDC to AC?

MR LANDINO There are inverters, but
maybe Andrew or Chris -- Chris Al bino would probably be
nore --

MR ASHTON:  Fi ne.

MR ALBINO Yes, there are inverters
scattered about the arrays.

MR. ASHTON: And they’'re not shown on
her e?

MR. ALBINO Yes, they are. They are in
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the red rectangles --

MR ASHTON: On, the red -- okay. At the
|ower -- at the west side of the field, is that it?

MR ALBINO  Correct.

MR, ASHTON. Ckay.

MR. LANDINO And they're in cabinets,
right --

MR ASHTON: Yeah. It’s a netal --

MR ALBINO  Yeah

MR ASHTON: | understand. The -- has --
has anybody exam ned whether or not in the norning sun
there would be any reflection off of the solar panels on
any of the abutting properties, any glare?

MR. LANDINO The panels are all oriented
away from --

MR, ASHTON: Yeah, they're tipped to the
south --

MR LANDINO Yeah --

MR. ASHTON: -- which if you get the right
solar insulation, could that possibly cone up and --

MR, CHESTER. Maybe | can answer that.
Typically the solar panels are designed to absorb all
sun, so they also have a plastic coating on top of them

that will reduce any glare. And other than that, they’ ve
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never been known to have any reflective properties.

MR ASHTON. kay. This grade drainage --
gradi ng and drainage and utility plan shows sone pretty
severe and pretty significant fills near the tenporary
construction road and not far fromthe permanent access
road. Were -- what -- where are you getting that fil
fron? You' re just going to scrape the field and push it
to the west? |Is that the idea?

MR. LANDINO Yeah, the intention is to
| eave the site in as natural state as possible and to --
inthe field make the call as to where grades need to
change in order to accommodate the racking for the solar
nmodul es. The grading plan is neant to be kind of a
suggested grading. And it’s -- it’s absolutely neant to
show a bal anced condition where there’s no inported or
exported materials. It’s just basically pushing dirt
around to make it work within the tol erances of the
racki ng system

MR ASHTON: Have you done any cross-

sections through that -- through those fills to show what
they look like? I'mlooking at --

MR LANDINO Ray -- M. Gadwell. Yeah,
we have.

MR GRADWELL: W have done sections, M.

POST REPORTI NG SERVI CE
HAMDEN, CT (800) 262-4102



© 00 N o o -~ w N Pk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N PP O O 00O N O O B W N +—» O

43
HEARI NG RE: GRE 314 EAST LYME, LLC
MARCH 14, 2013 (3:05 PM

Ashton. They weren’'t included as part of the docunent.
We have sections we’'ve drawn in-house to make sure of the
constructability of the field fromeast to west as well
as north to south. So as we were devel opi ng the pl ans,
we were cutting sections in periodic |ocations to nmake
sure --

MR ASHTON: Wuld --

MR. CGRADWELL: -- the site would be
bui | dabl e.

MR. ASHTON: Wuld it be reasonable to
file a couple of those, not every one, but that are
representative of the nost significant fill?

And the other -- 1’ve got a couple of
other alternatives that | wondered about. Have you
t hought about (a) elimnating the westerly nost row near
where the construction access is, and woul d that
elimnate the need for sonme fill?

And question 2, if you stepped the -- you
know, had a stepped grading plan, would that (a) give

you adequate area for installation of panels but at the

same tinme cut down the anmount of fill you ve got -- or
cut down the anmount of cutting and filling you ve got to
do?

MR ALBINO W were trying to get to a
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certain nunber of panels, so we’'re trying to naxim ze the

site --
MR, ASHTON: Yeah, | -- | can understand
that --
MR ALBINO -- your suggestion certainly
MR ASHTON: -- but instead of doing this,

could you do this?

MR. ALBING Well they are -- although --
what you’'re saying is a stepped version, and this is
pretty a |inear graded version, but the panel sections
will actually do that stepping --

MR. ASHTON: (kay --

MR ALBI NO

- doing a drastic step would
create a shading problemat sone portion of --

MR ASHTON: Yeah, | understand you don’t
want to create a shadow, so that’s another --

MR. LANDINO To your point though, M.
Ashton, there may be sone switching of panels, to nove
some of themnore to the north -- to the north --

MR ASHTON. Mmm hnm - -

MR. LANDINO -- that would | essen sone of
that inpact, and we could |ook at that. W’ve -- we've

been playing around with sone of that ourselves to try to
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| essen that inpact.

MR ASHTON: | was going to say -- there’s
al so an econom c inpact --

MR. LANDINO There is and the cost --

MR ASHTON:. -- noving dirt doesn’'t cone -

MR. LANDI NO Yeah. The plan nakes it
| ook worse than it is because the siteis -- really we're
mai ntai ning the natural grade --

MR. ASHTON: Yeah --

MR. LANDINO -- for nost of the site.
It’s really just in that one corner --

MR. ASHTON: Yeah --

MR. LANDINO -- that it gets severe

MR. ASHTON: (Ckay. Coing back to the
i nterconnection with Connecticut Light and Power, the key
on this utility plan shows a red line with interspersed
along it OH which is indicative of an overhead utility
line. | couldn't findit. Were s the utility line?

MR ALBINO It cones along the access off
of Valnut HIl, the construction access in the mddle of
the site. There's a short little stretch that gets you
up --

MR, ASHTON: | don’t see it. | see -- oh,
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it comes along the construction access area?

MR ALBINO  Correct.

MR. ASHTON: Ch, okay. It didn’'t have the
CHin the mddle of the line. | guess that’s what was
fooling ne --

MR ALBINO It’s there. It’s just too
small to read on this particular plan.

MR ASHTON: Yeah, I'mnot -- |’ m not
conpl ai ni ng about the drawing. Wat’'s the voltage of the
i ncomng connection? Is it 23-kV?

MR. ALBINO Actually that is part of the
line study that CL& is doing right now.

MR ASHTON: Well they have it pretty well

establi shed around here now, | can -- |'"msure that's the
case. | saw sonebody nodding 23-kV is in the area.
MR ALBING It will likely be that.

MR. ASHTON: Do you know or not?

MR ALBINOG It’s part of that study that
we haven’t gotten yet from CL&P.

MR. ASHTON: Okay, I'Il hold ny -- and
obviously it’s going to have to be a three-phase
i nterconnection --

MR ALBINO  Correct.

MR. ASHTON: |s there any ground cover
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under neat h the panel s?

MR LANDI NO. That was the chips and/or no
nmow grass, SO --

MR. ASHTON: (Ckay. That’'s under the
panel s --

MR LANDI NO. Under the panels
absol utel y.

MR. ASHTON: (Ckay. And the no now grass
W ll survive in no direct sunlight --

MR LANDINO That’s what we’ve been told.
So our viewis to start -- to maximze the use of the
chips --

MR. ASHTON: (kay --

MR LANDINO -- and to the extent that we
have enough, we’'ll do that everywhere. |If we don't, then
we' Il use the no nmow m x.

MR, ASHTON: Thank you. Those are ny
guesti ons.

CHAI RVAN STEIN:  The question that M.
Ashton rai sed about those sections, would you -- is there
any possibility of getting them before the close of the
hearing today or are they --

MR. ALBINO  Seeing that the engineer is

in the room not |ikely.
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CHAI RVAN STEIN.  Not likely? Ckay.

MR, LANDI NO  You nean tonight, after
7: 007

CHAI RVAN STEIN:  Yeah, so we can avoid a
late filing.

MR LANDINO Can we -- can we have
sonmet hing printed out by tonight?

MR. ALBINO By tonight?

MR LANDI NO Yeah

MR ALBINO | think we could do that.

MR LANDI NO Yeah

CHAI RVAN STEIN:  That woul d be hel pf ul
Ckay. Dr. Bell.

DR. BARBARA C. BELL: Thank you, M.
Chai r.

Just a coupl e of housekeeping details
first. Do you have a page mssing after page 3 of the

narrative?

MR. HOFFMAN:  No, Dr. Bell. That’'s what
happens when a | awer runs a color printer -- (laughter)
-- the -- the electronic version that the Siting -- this
was brought to nmy attention today -- the electronic

version that the Siting Council has of the petition is

the conplete petition, the one that’s up on the website.
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Unfortunately in changing the formatting fromthe bl ack
and white printer to the color printer, one sentence off
of the top of page 4 was renoved. |If -- if the Counci
wants, | will find out what that sentence says and read
it into the record, but it is one sentence and not one
page.

DR BELL: GCkay, that’s good. But | do
think that it has sonme information in there that is
i nportant, such as what portion of the project is -- the
-- the indication of acres that the project is going to
be constructing and the acres of the solar panels, which
is a question that would be inportant, so |I’'Il just ask
it right now, failing that line, | believe -- | don't see
a statenent of those nunbers. How nmany acres are goi ng
to be affected -- of the 75, roughly 76, overall how many
acres wll be affected by construction and how nuch
specifically solar panel s?

MR. HOFFMAN:  Dr. Bell, if you |l ook at --
on page 3 at the bottom paragraph C where it says key
project elenents, the second line is approxi mtely 35
acres of the property will have solar panels onit. So
that is there in the record.

DR BELL: GCkay. Alright, then that's --

then that’s not in the mssing |ine?
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MR HOFFMAN:  No, na’ am

DR BELL: GCkay. So 35 acres have sol ar
panels. And -- so what area -- |I'’massumng if you count
in the roads going around and so forth, what nunber
greater than 35 woul d be that nunber?

MR GRADVWELL: Dr. Bell, could you pl ease
repeat that question?

DR BELL: The whole -- the whole property
is 76 acres.

MR GRADWELL: Correct.

DR BELL: Sone smaller nunmber woul d be
the total area that you' re going to have construction
activities on --

MR. GRADWELL: That's correct --

DR BELL: -- and then sone -- the third
smal | er nunber would be the -- just the sinple area with
sol ar panels on it and nothing el se, not counting the
roads or the control structure or anything else. So I'm
| ooking for those -- the two nunbers, less -- that are
| esser nunbers than 76.

MR. GRADWELL: Yeah. The -- the
construction area is approximately -- as M. Hoffman --
or Attorney Hoffrman said is about 35 acres --

DR BELL: Okay --
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MR GRADVELL: -- the area for the
photovoltaic cells thenselves is |likely around 30 acres -

DR BELL: kay --

MR GRADWELL: -- there’s about five acres
of external work that we're doing --

DR BELL: Five, fine --

3

GRADVELL: -- the slopes and --

DR BELL: -- okay. That’'s good. Now ny
under standi ng --

MR HOFFMAN:  |If | may?

DR BELL: Yeah.

MR. HOFFMAN:  The -- the line that is
m ssing on the top of page 4 is that the solar panels
cover, according to the petition, actually 27 acres --

DR BELL: Okay --

MR. HOFFMAN: -- of that 35. And also
that the property is in a rural district zone, zoned RU
40. The line verbatimis solar panels covering
approxi mately 27 acres, the property is in a rural
district zoned RU 40.

DR BELL: Thank you. M understanding is
that the project that we're | ooking at is sonewhat

different fromthe project that was submtted to DEEP
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and approved by DEEP. So ny question is, is there any --
or ny first question about that is, is there a
difference in the nunber of solar panels in the project

submtted to DEEP as opposed to this project we're

| ooki ng at?

MR. LANDINO |'’mnot sure what the
difference is, I don't know -- but there’s -- the solar
panels are pretty much exactly the sane. | don’'t want to
say that unless soneone else verifies that. Wat -- what

differences were there in the application? And | didn't
know we submtted --

DR BELL: Wwell the --

MR LANDINO There's no -- there’s no
DEEP subm ssion --

AVAOCE No --

MR LANDINO -- because there’s no
wet | and i npacts or outside of the hundred-foot buffer.

DR BELL: Ckay, what |I'ml ooking at --
when | say ny understanding, what |'mlooking at is -- in
your Exhibit B of the application you have a portion -- a
stapl ed together portion that says the East Lyne Sol ar
Park. And in there on page 9 there’'s a diagram of the
site --

MR LANDINO  Ckay --
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DR BELL: -- and that diagramis
different fromthe diagrans that we' re | ooking at here
that you gave us -- that you' ve given us several --

MR LANDING | see --

DR BELL: -- a lot of versions of,
because it doesn’'t have -- it’s -- it’s a -- the diagram

that’s in this East Lyne Solar Park subm ssion is

basically an east/west oriented -- well actually -- yeah
there’s no north arrow on the diagram so |l -- | tried to
figure it out -- but it’s basically an east -- an
east/west -- it doesn’'t have the southern --

MR, LANDINO. Correct --

DR BELL: -- the basic difference is it
doesn’t have the southern portion.

MR, LANDINO. Right. | thought you neant
a regul atory subm ssion. That drawi ng shows the origina
parcel that we owned as part of the approved subdivision
W subsequent|ly added the additional land that’s
triangul ar shaped in nature that nakes up the bal ance of
the site.

DR BELL: Right, but that was -- so was
that part of the property added -- was that part of the
subm ssion to DEEP --

MR LANDINO. No, that was --
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DR BELL: -- or did that happen -- that
happened afterwards, right?

MR LANDINO No, it was under control --

DR BELL: Ckay --

MR LANDINO -- but we didn't identify it
as part of the property because we didn’t think we would
need it. W had it under contract. W didn't actually
owmn it. Wuen it turned out that we needed it, when it
becane clear that the physical requirenents exceeded the
original parcel, we purchased that property in
anticipation of conpleting this application, but we had
it under control at that tine, if that nmakes sense. W
had it under contract to purchase. W just didn't
identify it as such as part of the original application.

DR BELL: But what I'mtrying to get at
is when you submtted the proposal to DEEP, did you have
-- had you mapped out all the solar panels that you were
going to need for providing five negawatts of power onto

the small er piece of property or was that --

3

LANDINO W -- we --
BELL: -- that wasn't --
LANDINO No, we --

BELL: -- that wasn't required?

2 % 5 3

LANDINO  If you'll recall, we did --
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we had about two weeks to do the entire subm ssion. The
time franme was incredibly short. W did a rough | ayout.
And we thought in fact that we could nmake it work. After
t he post-subm ssion and we realized we needed nore | and,
we had that additional |and under control and we knew
that going in, so we expanded the systemto incorporate
t hat .

In addition, we also had -- we were in
di scussions and had a contract with the Town of East Lyne
to install a one-negawatt systemthat would require
virtual net netering. W executed a contract with the
town and that one negawatt of panels is going to go on
t he bal ance of our land. So we were originally planning
this to be a six-negawatt total field. Wen the
| egislature did not pass the virtual net netering portion
of the solar bill last year, that opportunity, you know,
did not materialize. So what al so becane clear during
the course of planning is that to properly space the
panel s to have access roads, to have themset up in a way
that made sense, that the original parcel was just too
small. And it wasn't able to be confirmed with the
limted due diligence we were able to do within the two
weeks or so that we had to submt the bid.

DR BELL: GCkay, thank you. That also
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answers anot her question | had in the course of it about
why you were tal king about six nmegawatts, but -- so,
t hank you --

MR. LANDINO Yeah -- yeah --

DR BELL: -- you actually answered two
guestions in one.

| note fromyour conpleted project |ist,
which is also in one of the -- in one tab of the origina
application, that nostly you do commercial and nuni ci pa
sized projects. And | saw that several of them were on
roofs and so forth. And | just wanted -- it seened to ne
that this was certainly the largest by far project that
you had done because all the -- on the list of projects
that you submtted they didn't cone quite to five
megawatts. | think it was four point sonething or other
was the total there.

MR. LANDI NO Yeah

DR BELL: So this seens to be
considerably larger than any of the other individua
projects you ve done. And I just wondered what you woul d
cite as your experience in site devel opnent for sol ar
projects of this size?

MR. LANDINO That m ght take a few

m nutes. W have under contract approximately 35
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nmegawatts nore -- nmaybe Andrew, you could tell us what
our current pipeline is --

MR, CHESTER Yeah. |If | could maybe take
a step back. This was submtted in 2011. And through
the year of 2012 we installed an additional eight
megawatts, bringing our overall total up.

You are correct in assumng that the
typical size that we have been installing is around 500
kilowatts. To that point, if you | ook at the plans that
you have in front of you, this systemis basically a
repeat of 500 kilowatt systens. So we have 500 kil owatt
inverters that we are famliar with that our construction
teans and superintendents are all famliar with as well.
So where -- it is a larger systemin total. |It’'s very
simlar to what we typically do. And so where Bob was
headed with our current pipeline, we have several one-
megawatt and nostly nmegawatt projects under contract and
in devel opnent that are very simlar, if not identical to
this project. And that pipeline is in several different
states and exceeds 50 negawatts.

MR LANDINO. Right now we’re working, you
know, from Georgia to Massachusetts, and working on
several very l|arge projects.

| would also say -- to add to the
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qualifications part, |1’ve spent ny entire life in |and
devel opnent and civil engineering. |’ma professiona
engi neer and was a part of BL actually originally for 22
years, so the land portion of this is sonething that 1’ ve
spent nost of ny personal career with. And our team
that’ s assenbl ed, which includes BL Conpanies and civil
engi neers that are on staff at G eenskies and Center Plan
have all done a significant anmount of |and gradi ng and
drai nage and sedi nentation and erosion control through
the | ast quarter century. W have our own construction
conmpany, which nost devel opers don’t. So ot her
applications that you m ght see woul d have devel opers
hire contractors and rely on their expertise. W are a
design, build, own and nmanage operation vertically
integrated, albeit smaller than nost, but we take every
pi ece seriously and do it in-house. And so we have kind
of a very unique perspective frommany of our conpetitors
in that we control the process through inception to
stabilization. So with that we’ve been able to attract
very large clients |ike Wal -Mart and Target and sone
states and nmunicipalities that are giving us nulti-
megawatt conmmtnents and we’'re conpeting and typically

| eadi ng much | arger conpetitors because of our expertise

and our track record.
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DR BELL: Thank you. | have a question
regarding the output of the power. You say in Exhibit B
of the application that all the power will go to CL&P.
kay, | understand that. But on page 3 of the narrative
you say that the qualifying capacity will go to | SO New
England. So |I'mwondering howis it -- howis this
actual |y happening? Are you bidding the capacity on this
project into the -- into ISOs forward capacity market or
does CL&P who gets the power bid it in, or how does it
wor k?

MR, CHESTER. No, our -- our agreenent is
wth CL&P to sell kilowatt hours at a fixed rate that you
see in the proposal in front of you over a 20-year
period. They will then report and take that to | SO New
Engl and, who we have to neet certain qualifications in
our design, but they take the -- they will report the
capacity to I SO

MR LYNCH M. Chairman. Could I just
follow up, Dr. Bell?

So you don’t have to go to the cue, to the
SO to get a need analysis or anything? And if that’s
the case, how do you -- you' re a peaking plant, how do
you get di spat ched?

MR. HOFFMAN:  The long and short of it is
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because we’'re a renewable, we don’'t have to go to the |SO
cue. And renewables are treated differently than your
traditional fossil fuels. So the long-termbilatera
agreenents supersedes the needs of peaking and everything
el se.

MR LYNCH  But you -- M. Hoffman,
correct nme if I’mwong, but doesn't -- aren’t you still
di spatched by the 1SO once you qualify for --

MR HOFFMAN.  Well you can’t dispatch a
solar on-call like you can other things because --

MR LYNCH  Ckay --

MR. HOFFMAN: -- they can’t turn a switch
in Hol yoke and turn on this plant |ike they can say in
MIlford or -- soit’'s a-- it’'s a different sort of
di spatch al t oget her.

MR. LYNCH  Yeah. | was confused when
was reading it. Thank you very much for explaining that.
Thank you, Dr. Bell.

DR BELL: No problem But just in trying
to stick wwth this, so the statenent that all the
capacity -- you're allocating the capacity to ISO it’'s -
- that’s really gratuitous in a sense because basically
you' re selling the power to CL&P, and CL&P takes it from

there --
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MR. HOFFMAN:  Well -- but the inportant
thing to remenber is that CL& is able to use solar as a
| oad reducer because solar tends to be generated and --
during New Engl and’ s peak demand tine. So when you have
a hot sunny August day, the solar array will be at its
nost efficient and you will wind up acting as a | oad
reducer for that. And that’s part of what happens with
the Section 127 contracts that were approved by both --

DR BELL: That | understand conpletely -

MR. HOFFMAN:  Ckay - -

DR BELL: -- I'mjust trying to work out
-- to -- to work with that statement that's in there
whi ch now seens a lot nore difficult to interpret --
we’re going through the process of interpreting and so |
under st and.

MR. HOFFMAN:  Ckay.

DR BELL: Thank you. In terns of the
environnental benefits fromthe project that are listed
in the narrative, you state that the project conpares
favorably with fossil fuel alternatives. Now certainly
we all know that solar power doesn’'t cause as much
pollution as fossil fuel alternatives, but just to try to

get alittle perspective on this, nmy sinple question is
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traditional fossil fuel alternatives, which is the phrase
that you use there, what do you nean by that? Wat is
that -- we -- are you tal king about coal? Are you

tal king about oil? Are you tal king about gas or are you
tal ki ng about an average of those? And if so an average,
what -- whose figures are you using as a conparison for

t he amount of fossil fuel that you re displacing? Do you
see what |’ m aski ng?

MR. HOFFMAN:  Well | guess | would start
by asking are you tal king about the nunbers that are on
page 10 to page 11 --

DR BELL: Yes --

MR. HOFFMAN:  -- just so we’'re all talking
about the sane --

DR BELL: -- page 10, yes.

MR. CHESTER  Ckay, | see. There are many
different calculation tools that we use in the renewabl e
industry. And typically -- and what we see here is from
INRL. So we have gone on and we do simulations on a tool
called SAM Sol ar Advisory Mddel, and it’s produced from
t he Nati onal Renewabl e Laboratories, and it allows you to
bot h show production in a given area and it also all ows
you to cross-reference that with offsets; how many trees

it would save, how many, you know, barrels of oil it
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would offset. So that’'s -- that’s where those nunbers
are derived from

DR BELL: Ckay, so the conversion
factors, the nunber of tons of carbon dioxide displaced,
and all those nunbers that you just nentioned, the trees,
the cars off the road, they cone fromthat SAM nodel from
| NRL?

MR. CHESTER  There are many different
universities and think-tanks that produce this. And this
is fromthat one, fromINRL, through the Sol ar Advi sory
Model .

DR BELL: GCkay. | -- thank you for
answering that question. | know there are a ot of
different ones --

MR CHESTER M hrm - -

DR BELL: -- EPA -- the Federal EPA has
its own conversion factors and so forth. | think it
would be a help -- it is a help to people Iike us who are

havi ng these figures thrown at us to know where they cane
from to get that source in sone way because we all know
that there are a lot of different figures possible to
use, all quite justifiable. It’s not as if there’'s only
one accurate -- there’'s a whole bunch of assunptions in

those figures and so it helps for us just to get a sense
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of where we are in this universe of estimating
environnmental benefits and what point are we starting
from that’s all.

MR CHESTER  Ckay.

DR BELL: Those are ny questions, M.
Chair, thank you

CHAl RVAN STEIN:  Thank you. Senat or

Mur phy.

MR. MJURPHY: Thank you, M. Chairman. The
letter fromDEP giving their comments was -- is -- was
dated yesterday. | think really we’ve got to perhaps

revi ew and address those as best we can and | realize --
it didn't the thing until | sat down here nyself -- but
there’s a cooment starting on page 4 -- and as the

Chai rman has indicated, we're not |ooking for any |late
files after today, so maybe as best you can knock of the
comments now. And if you need to do sonething before we
adj ourn toni ght, nmaybe we can wap themup --

MR. HOFFMAN:  Senat or Murphy, | would --
woul d -- you were handed a docunent today that is our
response to the DEEP's comments --

MR. MJRPHY: (Okay -- well | haven't gotten
to that --

MR, HOFFMAN:  Under st ood you were handed
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it an hour ago, but we believe that that addresses --
MR MJURPHY: Al the itens in there?
MR, HOFFMAN. W believe so, yes.
MR, MJRPHY: Most of themyou’ ve al ready

covered, |like the chips and no now grass and what have
you, alright. Well | apol ogize for not seeing your
response, but I -- | haven't seen it, so --

MR. HOFFMAN: That’'s quite alright. W
were only given a day to cone up with it, so we did our
best .

MR. MJRPHY: (Okay. |'msure you did a
fine job. Ckay.

| have no ot her questions then, M.

Chai rman. Thank you

CHAl RVAN STEIN:  Thank you. Director
Car on.

MR M CHAEL CARON: | have no questions,
M. Chai r man.

CHAI RVAN STEIN: (I ndiscernible) --

MR. ROBERT HANNON: Thank you, M. Chair.
Just for the record, ny understanding is -- and this is
based on the March 13, 2013 letter from DEEP -- ny
understanding is that the Natural D versity Database

fol ks have in fact received the report, and they will be

POST REPORTI NG SERVI CE
HAMDEN, CT (800) 262-4102



© 00 N o o -~ wWw N P

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 00 N O O B W N +—» O

66
HEARI NG RE: GRE 314 EAST LYME, LLC
MARCH 14, 2013 (3:05 PM

reviewing that, and there may be sone comments subsequent
to their review, but they have in fact received it.

| want to start off by just sort of
followng up with a couple of questions | asked out in
the field. One of the issues that | was |ooking at ties
in wth the conments earlier about the steep slopes in a
coupl e of areas, and | had sone questions about the
permanent turf reinforcenment material that was being
proposed. 1’ve also seen in the past reverse sl ope
benches used. So can you talk a little bit about that in
terns of the material that’s being proposed to stabilize
t he enbanknment and whet her or not reverse sl ope benches
m ght work in that area?

MR. CGRADWELL: Wth respect to those two
areas, the one on the southeast and | think on the
sout hwest corners of the site, the drainage areas that
woul d be tributaries to those sl opes are very, very
small, nost of the water will flow north or south away
fromthose slopes. So the slopes will be protected
t hensel ves by m nim zing any drai nage or any water that
fl ows across those sl opes.

And then the slopes will be protected with
anot her neasure, another permanent soil stabilization

measure such as that permanent erosion control bl anket
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that we're proposing, it’'s a P300 North American green.
So that wll be a permanent neasure stapled to the earth
to allow the soil to be stabilized underneath that
erosion control matting. So that’s how we’ re proposing
to stabilize that area

We didn’t think the reverse bench was
necessary because it was such a small area on the site.
And to create a reverse bench you need additional further
space to do that. And also that reverse bench requires
some drainage to be installed, you know, another point
source. W kind of want to mnimze any point sources
that would be leaving the site such as an all-fault. So
we chose not to create a reverse bench to create a
drai nage point that would have to be protected with rip-
rap or anything |ike that.

SO -- so we mnimzed the volunme of water
going there by grading it away fromthe slope and then we
protected the slope with an erosion control mat.

MR HANNON: Ckay, so you did at |east
t hough thi nk about the reverse --

MR. GRADWELL: W did, correct.

MR. HANNON: Ckay, that’'s fine. Another
gquestion that | was asking about as we were out wal ki ng

the site is there are a bunch of |ike white stand pi pes,
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and | was just specifically asking what those were for?

MR. LANDINO Yeah, they all relate to the
original subdivision that was approved, again | believe
it was 2006, possibly *07, but | think 2006. But they
were all part of the original -- there’ s no
environnmental issues. They were all related to
perneability, perk tests, and test pits associated with
septic design.

MR. HANNON: Ckay. Then the |ast coment
that | made -- I’'I1 actually go back to the petition of
GRE 314, part of the original submttal, and I think it’s
sort of the overview, and on page 20, the first line
under comunity relations and public input, | believe
there’s a typo, it should be GRE and not BNE, so --

MR ALBINO  You are correct, sir, that is
a typo, it should be GRE

MR. HANNON: Then to follow up on a
guestion that was asked earlier dealing with the nmulti-
floral rose, saying that herbicides may be required, if
that is in fact the case, would you be -- and | don’t
know i f you can answer this or if you d leave it up to
the applicators, but do you have any idea whether or not
it would be spray or painted?

MR KLEIN. M. Chair -- or sorry -- M.
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Hannon, it would be left up to the applicator. The -- ny
first inpression is that due to the fact that these spot
treatnments woul d be conducted in and around the existing
arrays that would be already in place, cutting is
probably not the first choice. It would probably be
spray --

MR. HANNON: Ckay --

MR KLEIN. -- but it’s going to be the
applicator’s choi ce.

MR. HANNON: Being sort of the newest
menber up here, this is a question | have that other
peopl e may know, but on page 8 of this docunent you talk
about state-of-the-art anti-islanding features. Wat is
t hat ?

MR ALBINO It’s nmeasures within the
electrical systemthat will force the systeminto
protection when it sees fluctuations in things |ike
vol t age.

MR. HANNON: Ckay. | just had no clue
what you were referring to there.

On the -- okay, then let me go back to
page -- on page 7, the anticipated useful life of the
project is 25 years. At the end of the useful life, what

is the intention of dealing wwth everything that’'s on the
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site?

MR. LANDINO Well our first intention
woul d be to ask CL&P if they keep wanting to buy power
fromus. But assumng that’'s not the case, we would
restore the site. You know, renove the panels, dispose
of them properly, and then go back to the nei ghborhood
and ask themif they want to see a subdivision -- just
ki dding -- but you know, then it would -- then it would
be | and avail able for future use, yeah.

MR HANNON:  Ckay.

MR ASHTON: Could -- could you not
repl ace the panels with new ones?

MR. LANDINO You know, there’'s -- there’'s
not -- at least ny -- I’ve been involved in this business
now for alnost five years, so I'mstill a baby in sone
pl aces, but there’s not a |lot of docunentation to show
what happens to these things after 20 or 25 years, but
t he degradati on seens to be conservatively estimated.
And by everyone’s estimation so far -- and Andrew woul d
probably know better than | -- even though he’s younger,
he’s nmuch nore know edgeable -- but it seens that the
degradation will likely not be nearly what the experts
and designers think it wll be, and the panels will stil

be extrenely functional at that tine. And if they are,
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t here shoul d be an opportunity to keep generating
electricity for someone -- perhaps the town, but
certainly for soneone.

MR. LYNCH M. Chairnman.

CHAI RVAN STEIN. M. Lynch.

MR. LYNCH  Just to follow up on that
theme, M. Chester, you were going to answer and go ahead
if you want?

MR. CHESTER. No, I'mfine.

MR LYNCH In the world of technol ogy, |
guess it’s More’s Law or More’'s Principal that everything
changes after 18 nonths or two years. Nowif you -- if
your project -- if a new bounce trap conmes along five
years fromnow that are better solar panels that can
i ncrease your output from maybe five negawatts to ten
nmegawatts, would it behoove you to retool and repl ace
t hese panel s? | don’t know what the capital cost m ght
be, but | know you’ ve got to take that into
consi deration, but would that be sonething you woul d
consider as you go -- 20 years is a long tine and the
t echnol ogi cal world changes instantly al nost.

MR, CHESTER. To your point, they have
been getting nore and nore efficient. The technol ogy has

remai ned static for the past several decades. It’s stil
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silicon, you know, ingots cut into thin wafers, but they
do get nore efficient. So what we’ve seen over just our
short five years of developing these is yes they ve --
they’re able to produce nore watts, but they still work.
So when you're putting -- you tell CL& you' re putting up
five megawatts, if we find technology that is nore
efficient that would allow us to put up ten negawatts, it
woul d be a discussion that we woul d have to have with the
power conpany.

But what | was going to say earlier and is
kind of still relevant is there are also abilities to
recycle solar panels. It can be -- all conponents can be
br oken down, the silicon can be renelted and turned into
ingot again in its rawest formand recut into new sol ar
panels. So there are several conpanies that are

recycling solar panels. So that is another option for us

as wel|.

MR, LANDINO And to --

MR. LYNCH.  Thank you, M. Chester. Thank
you -- go ahead, M. Landi no.

MR. LANDINO | was just going to add the
only way we see technol ogy kind of radically changing in
the industry is if you can produce the sane anount of

power in a nuch smaller area. And that would just sinply
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be a -- that would be a business decision at the tine
that that technol ogy m ght be available --

MR LYNCH. That was actually the second
part of ny question, but --

MR. LANDINO And CL&P woul d have to be
extrenely cooperative in that endeavor and trying to
anmend what ever agreenent we had, to either increase the
anount of power we sell to themor do it over a smaller
system

MR. LYNCH. Thank you for adding that.

MR. LANDI NO Yeah

COURT REPORTER. One nonent pl ease.

(pause - tape change)

CHAI RVAN STEIN: M. Hannon again

MR. HANNON: On the Natural Resource
| nventory and | npact Assessnent, | have a question -- or
this is an inconsistency -- | kind of read it that way --
on page 24, this deals with | think the no now seed, and
you say the seed m x chosen does not require irrigation
or fertilization. But on page 27 you say that it doesn’t
require regular nowing, fertilization, or pesticide
application. To ne, | read those as two different
scenari os.

MR KLEI N: M. Hannon, | think it -- it’'s
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poor English sentence construction perhaps. The -- it
doesn’t require regular nowng. It doesn't require
irrigation or fertilization --

MR. HANNON: It does or does not?

MR KLEIN. It does not.

MR HANNON:  Ckay.

MR KLEIN. Those two thoughts got neshed
together in the sentence --

MR. HANNON: That’'s fine, that’s --

MR KLEIN. -- and it’'s poorly
const ruct ed.

MR. HANNON: That’'s what’s on the record,
so |'m happy with that.

The next question kind of goes back
between the Natural Diversity Resource Inventory and the
stormnvat er managenent report, and to ne it | ooks |ike
there’s a | oose use of ponds and basins. And as a
result, this is very confusing. For exanple, dealing
with the Natural Resource Inventory, you tal k about
several ponds on the site, sone of themare shall ow dug
ponds and things of that nature. But yet with the
st or mnat er managenent report, you're using the terns
i nterchangeably and it does cause sone confusion. So

just want to nmake sure that when you' re talking about
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t he detention systens, those are in fact constructed
basi ns?

MR. KLEIN. That’s correct. None of the
preexisting wetlands or ponds on the site wll be used as
part of the stormaater nanagenent system

MR, HANNON:. Ckay. Then also follow ng up
on that, you talk about for the catch basins they' re
going to be inspected every four nonths, with one
i nspection occurring during the nonth of April, which is
fine. But if I'"'mreading the plans correctly, those
catch basins are actually in the detention basin. So if
you' re going to be out there inspecting the catch basins,
| would think that you would al so be inspecting the
basins. So that’'s why -- on page 5 of 6 in this plan it
tal ks about the detention basin shall be inspected a
m nimumof two tinmes yearly. And I’mthinking that that
should really be consistent wth what’'s bei ng done for
t he drai nage basins.

MR LANDINO | could probably take a stab
at that. Wen we first construct the detention system
we probably would review it quarterly, and that’'s likely
what was noted in what you read. Once we understand the
stability of the system we would reduce it to tw ce

annually if it was determ ned that sedinment would |ikely
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not accumul ate to | evels that required maintenance during
those cycles. So we usually start every systemwth
quarterly nonitoring and then decide if it continues to
be needed on a quarterly basis, then reduce it to no |ess
than twice a year if in fact it warrants a | esser
i nspection interval.

MR. HANNON: Because | didn’'t see the
twice a year for the catch basins. | thought it was
pretty definitive and it was three tines, so --

MR LANDI NGO Yeah --

MR. HANNON: -- obviously if you' re doing
t he basins --

MR LANDINO It makes sense for themto -

MR HANNON: -- it should be tied in --

MR. LANDINO They're all the sane.

MR, HANNON:  Yeah, so -- okay. Because ny
eyes aren’t that good, | went to the big plan and | do

have a coupl e of questions. kay, one you ve already
answered in dealing with the slopes, sol'mfine with
t hat .

| have a question for you. It looks like
where you have sonme of these drainage pipes with the rip-

rap at the end of those pipes. | was just trying to nmake
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sense of this because it al nost |ooks |ike, at |east
initially, there are no erosion and sedinmentation contro
measures down sl ope of those units. It |ooks |ike you
have that erosion and sedinentation control of silt socks
going up to a point, but yet it doesn’t extend in that
outfall area. So can you explain that? And I'm-- I'm

| ooki ng specifically at page EC- 6.

MR GRADVELL: EGC-6 you said?

MR, HANNON:  Yes.

MR. GRADWELL: Well the reason -- there’s
no sedi ment and erosion control nmeasure at the outl et
itself. The sedinent is -- will be collected and trapped
in the actual tenporary sedinent trap up-gradient of it.
So within each of those detention basins there is a
sedi ment check dam on the up-gradi ent side of the outl ook
control structure, so we’'re -- that’s where we’'re going
to capture the sedinent. W want to capture it as far
away fromthe resource that we're protecting, which is
the wetl and, as possible, so that’s where we put that.

MR, HANNON:  Yeah. | nean ny concern is
nore because of the construction of this going in --

MR GRADWELL: Mm hmm - -

MR. HANNON: -- you don’t have any erosion

control neasures in between where the pipe ends, the rip-
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rap goes in, which is a construction area, down to the
wetland. So |I'’mjust wondering -- | nean the silt sock
is going to deteriorate anyways, so it acts as a good
natural barrier. | just thought it would nmake sense to
encl ose that just so that with the construction you' re
still not going to have any destabilization --

MR. GRADWELL: And -- and we can take that
silt sock and wap it around that --

MR. HANNON:  Yeah --

MR, GRADWELL: -- for protection, to add
anot her neasure downstream

MR, HANNON:  Yeah. And the only other
guestion | had is -- if I’mreading everything correctly,
you are going to need at |east one well on site,
correct?

A VOCE (Indiscernible) --

MR HANNON: Well -- because you're
tal ki ng about setting up a maintenance building that wll
have | avatories, you' re tal king about a septic system so
" massum ng you need a well.

MR, LANDINO Yes, the -- the building is
serviced by well and septic.

MR. HANNON: Ckay. Wuld that be one of

those three proposed wells that you identified on the
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site?

MR LANDINO [I’'Il let Ray answer, but |
believe that’s separate fromthe three wells that are in
the field itself --

MR. HANNON: Ckay --

MR. LANDINO -- again fromnenory. |Is
that right, Ray?

MR GRADWELL: There's -- there’s three
wel s proposed on -- there's three wells proposed on the
site --

MR HANNON: Mrm hmm - -

MR GRADWELL: -- two of which would be
for mai ntenance purposes and one will serve the buil ding.

MR. HANNON: Ckay, that’'s fine, thank you.
| have no further questions.

CHAI RVAN STEIN:  Thank you. M. WI ensky.

MR EDWARD S. WLENSKY: Yes. (oing along
wth the -- with the wells and the water and all, is fire
protection needed? 1Is there anything conbustible there
where fire protection would be needed?

MR. ALBING The only thing that woul d be
of conbustible materials is the naintenance buil di ng,
whi ch woul d be probably franmed out of wood.

MR, WLENSKY: So as far as the panels,
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there’s nothing that --

MR ALBINO There is not --

MR, W LENSKY: -- there’ s no danger of
that burning or anything like that -- what about a grass
fire?

MR LANDINO It’s netal, glass, and sand,
you know - -

MR, WLENSKY: 1Is there such a thing as
putting in the -- in the retention pond, putting in dry -
- dry hydrants? | imagine there’'s no -- there’s no --
there aren’t any fire -- any hydrants up through that

way, is that correct?

MR ALBING | don't believe so.

MR W LENSKY: Wuld you say that -- at
the end of -- in other words, there’s no necessity for
extra fire protection, is that what you re saying?

MR ALBINO Correct.

MR, LANDI NO. Yeah, we did not plan for
fire protection of the solar field itself.

MR. W LENSKY: You nentioned that the zone
is arural zone. Does that -- does this project conply
with the rural zone?

MR LANDINO | don't --

MR. WLENSKY: In other words, is this
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project allowed in a rural zone?

MR, LANDINO.  Zoning is a 40,000 square
foot per lot residential zone. There is no -- to ny
know edge there is no zoning ordinance in the Town of
East Lyne that even identifies photovoltaic solar. Now
that may have changed recently, but that was ny
under standi ng as of about a year ago. And |I’mnot sure
if that’s changed since then

MR. WLENSKY: So in other words, it’s not
di sal | oned?

MR. LANDINO Well by -- I'"'mnot a zoning
lawyer, but if it’s -- if it’s not an identified
permtted use, then it’s not permtted. So you know,
virtually 95 percent of the towns -- or probably a
hundred percent of the towns in Connecticut don’t have,
you know, solar as an identified use in zones yet. |It’s
comng, but | don’t believe East Lyne has it yet.

MR. WLENSKY: Aright. M. Hoffman, |
know you're not a witness, but | do want to go back to
you and you answered a question before about this
peaking. |Is this a peaking plant or this is --

MR HOFFMAN. No --

MR LANDING Could | -- could I --

there’s one followup that | renenber. This is a -- this
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can be interpreted to be interpreted to be a utility --

MR W LENSKY: Yes --

MR, LANDINO -- which is permtted in the
zone. So if you stretch the interpretation of the zoning
regul ations, you could probably find soneone to say it is
permtted use. But there's no specific identification of
PV solar in that definition.

MR W LENSKY: Thank you

MR, HOFFMAN. A peaki ng pl ant denotes a
pl ant generally understood to be a plant that can respond
to peak demand --

MR WLENSKY: Yes --

MR, HOFFMAN:. -- as demand ranps up, the
pl ant can respond.

MR W LENSKY: Yeah.

MR. HOFFMAN:  Sol ar by definition is
dependent on how sunny it is, for lack of a nore
technical term So it’s not -- it’'s not a peak plant.
However, CL&P views it as a |oad reducer during a peak
ti me because, generally speaking, the biggest peaks in
Connecti cut happen on bright sunny hot days, which are
when solar is at its nost plentiful. However, if there
was an extrene cold snap for exanple on a cloudy day in

January, it’s not like an LM 6000 that you can sinply
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turn on and act as a peak plant. There’'s no way to cal
and dispatch this as you would a traditional peaker.

MR W LENSKY: Even though you say that 80
percent of the electricity produced will be produced
during peak hours of demand, that still does not
designate a peaking plant then, is that what you're
sayi ng?

MR HOFFMAN:  Yes, sir.

MR WLENSKY: Now who calls for this
energy? |In other words, you say you have nothing --
nothing to do with | SO?

MR HOFFMAN: That’s correct, because --
because it'’s a dass 1 renewable, it’'s treated a little
bit differently than if we were building a five-negawatt
m cro-turbine on the sane site. So the -- the -- the
contract is set up so that CL&P takes all of the output
of the facility, whether it’'s one kilowatt or it's five
megawatts, and they take it whenever the -- whenever the
property is generated. So we’'re not dispatched |ike a
traditional plant would be dispatched by | SO New Engl and

MR WLENSKY: Do they --

MR HOFFMAN:  -- if that nakes sense.

MR. WLENSKY: Do they include this in
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their projection for energy that they have available to
the State of Connecticut or to anybody in the grid?

MR HOFFMAN:  You --

MR. WLENSKY: |Is this part of their
proj ection?

MR, HOFFMAN:  You woul d have to -- you
woul d have to ask CL&P about what they're doing to
project this. | don’'t honestly know.

MR, WLENSKY: O even |SO s projection,
you woul d not know that either?

MR. HOFFMAN:  Well this is part of -- this
is part of what CL&P is going to, | would inmagine, send
to the PURA as part of its conpliance with the renewabl e
portfolio standards.

MR. W LENSKY: Ckay. Thank you, M.

Chai r man.

CHAl RVAN STEIN. M. Lynch.

MR. LYNCH  Thank you, M. Chairman.
First, I'’mapplying for hazardous duty pay because |’ve

got two inches over here before | do a Louganis --
(laughter).

Most of ny questions have been answered,
but | have a couple of m nor ones here. M. Landi no,

you nentioned that your starting tinme projection is like
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July 1st. If the CL&P feasibility study is not conpleted
in June |ike you project, how does that inpact your
starting tinme?

MR. LANDINO Just linearally when we get
that -- that’s probably the last piece that we'll need to
project the starting date. Qur -- our economc
underwiting, our construction docunentation, our bid
processes and contracting is all geared towards a July
start date. If it turns out that for whatever reason the
Siting Council or CL&P or whatever ultimately del ays that
projection, we'll just revise as -- as needed. Qur goal
is to turn the swwtch on at the end of this year if at
al | possible.

MR. LYNCH  And you al so nentioned that
for the actual construction or devel opnent of this
proj ect you’' re using your own conpany?

MR. LANDINO Center Plan Construction --

MR LYNCH Yes --

MR LANDINO -- which is a related
conpany to G eenski es.

MR LYNCH So you’re not subject to any
PQAs or anything |like that then?

MR. LANDINO No -- actually though we are

in the process of working that out. You mght -- you

POST REPORTI NG SERVI CE
HAMDEN, CT (800) 262-4102



© 00 N o o -~ w N Pk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N PP O O 00 N O O B W N +—» O

86
HEARI NG RE: GRE 314 EAST LYME, LLC
MARCH 14, 2013 (3:05 PM

m ght be pleasantly surprised to find out who ends up
buil ding this system

MR LYNCH  No comment.

MR. LANDI NO Yeah

MR LYNCH And -- nowis this a manned or
unmanned facility?

MR LANDINO It is unmanned, but with --
wi th periodic inspections and nonitoring. The neat thing
about solar systens in general is that they' re al
virtually nonitored with alarns built in, so that if
efficiency falls off or if something happens that causes
the systemnot to operate, we immedi ately get a virtua
alarm which we would respond to.

MR. LYNCH  You went further than I
thought. My question really pertained to why woul d you
need a nai ntenance facility with a restroomand a well if
it’s unmanned?

MR, LANDI NO. Yeah-- that’s a very good
guestion. Actually, there’'s alittle bit -- there's a
little bit of benevolence in this, not too nuch, but a
little bit -- our goal was to build an education center
too, so the building also has a second floor with a
meeting room And our thought -- we believe it will be

an opportunity for schools and several groups to have an
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interest in viewing the systemfroma second fl oor and
seeing 30 plus acres of solar panels and getting a brief
overvi ew of what the technol ogy of PV solar is about.

And we feel -- as kind of a |ocal pioneer in this

i ndustry, we feel sonmewhat of an obligation to try to
bring this to a higher |evel with younger people, to have
it beconme a part of their lives. Not ny idea, but his
idea, and his partner, all in their 20's, who have great
ki nds of ideas about what the business is about.

MR LYNCH | think the kids wll
appreciate it.

MR LANDI NO Yeah

MR LYNCH And -- let ne just take a
qui ck run through here -- (pause) -- and lastly -- it
took nme awhile to find it, but I finally found it, where
sol ar panels are manufactured. Now Switzerland is a nice
country. | have problemw th that. But there are no
made in U S. A conpanies that would fit your needs?

MR. LANDINO So we -- w thout digressing
too nmuch, we were building five |l arge solar systens on
Super Wal -Marts in New Jersey, totaling about two and a
hal f negawatts with Cylindra panels nmade in the U S A
Cosing on financing -- while we were closing, we got a

Googl e alert saying Cylindra had filed bankruptcy. And
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we still closed, which is a story that would require nuch
| onger than we have today, but -- but at the end of the
day, there are currently no manufacturers that cone cl ose
to building as economcally or as efficiently
unfortunately. And quite honestly, it has to do with
governnent assistance. The politics of manufacturing PV
solar in the United States is not resulting in it being
conpetitive on a worldwide -- in a worldw de market. W
think that’s a m stake, but we have to go where the
products are, and the products are in Asia nostly.

MR LYNCH  Not to disagree, but thank you
very nmuch for your answer.

MR. LANDI NO Yeah

MR. LYNCH. No nore question, M.

Chai r man.

CHAl RVMAN STEIN:  Thank you. And your --
your hazard -- your hazard insurance has been denied --
(laughter) -- I'mtold we can’t give it to you. You're
sitting on the edge, so -- so put on your seatbelt just -

MR LYNCH | do --
CHAl RVAN STEIN: Okay. Thank you. The --
or the area that you nost recently purchased, part of

which is -- has -- is forested -- and | apologize if it’s
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in there, but do you know approxi mately the nunber of
significantly sized trees that will have to be taken
down?

MR. LANDINO | don’t have a nunber. 1’ve
wal ked it many tinmes. W haven’'t done an inventory.
There aren’t many -- just fromwalking -- this is purely
anecdotal and not nmeant to be an expert opinion, but it
seens like the tree stand is not nearly as old as
t hought it would be when | first saw the site. | would
say the average caliber is in the 12 to 18-inch range.
There are very few | arge trees, which woul d suggest that
the land was farm and, you know, half a century ago. So
| don’t think there’s anything that |ooks very
significant, but it certainly is a wooded site. There's
no denyi ng that.

CHAI RVAN STEIN:  And on the one hand
certainly conplinment you on having given that tract to
the land trust. On the other hand, if you re touting
that solar is equivalent to planting trees, you have to
sort of calculate the fact that you re also | osing sone.
So maybe in your overall schene of things, you m ght want
to think about how you can nmake up for that.

MR. LANDINO Sure. And I'msitting next

to two biologists and we have this debate all the tine.
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We might -- you m ght suggest that Connecticut has too
many trees. So there’s argunents to be had from both
sides. So -- but | certainly would wel cone any
mtigating recoomendations. That's not nmeant to be flip
at all. But we have these real debates, academ c debates
about Connecticut woodl ands and where we’'re at with

t hose, and what the real inpacts are to habitat. And

M chael nore specifically, we’ ve bantered around for
years about that. So | would wel cone your suggestions,
and we' Il certainly think about mtigating strategies as
wel | .

CHAI RVAN STEIN:  Alright. Well in sone
cases, but these are larger firns, and mtigation occurs
in other places which don’t have the trees, which we seem
to be concerned about in a negative way every tine we
have a storm here in Connecti cut.

MR. LANDI NO Yeah

CHAI RVAN STEIN.  Are there any nore
questions fromany -- yes, M. Mercier.

MR MERCIER | just have a coupl e of
fol | ow ups based on sone of the things discussed
recently. Back to that Tinker House, do you know i f
that’s a locally designated historic building?

MR LANDINO | don't -- and again this is
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fromnmenory -- | don't believe it’s designated as an
historic house, but it’s -- it’'s a late 19th century
structure. And it was acknow edged to be historic in
references related to our permts. And we acknow edged
that as well and agreed not to denolish it, but to
actually restore it if in fact we went forward with our
devel opnent .

MR. MERCI ER  Ckay, thank you. You
menti oned al arm equi pnent that coul d detect sone kind of
problens at the solar field. 1s that kept in the
buil ding or where is that?

MR LANDINO No, it's -- it -- go ahead
Andrew. You know -- you’'ve forgotten nore than | know
about this, so --

MR CHESTER It will be on -- the actua
hardware will be on-site, but it is a piece of equipnent
that pushing data to the web. So we will be able to
monitor it externally, as well as give live access |inks
tothe utility conpany, and we can set alerts that wll
send i nstantaneous e-mails for, you know, under-producing
or if sonething goes wong.

MR MERCIER Is it nore |ike a cabinet
pl aced sonewhere in -- |ike an outdoor cabinet | ooking

t hi ng?
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MR CHESTER It’s actually very, very

small. CTs that are in the inverter housing. |It’s
literally about -- about that big, |ike six inches by six
i nches.

MR, MERCIER. Previously you nentioned
inverters put off a low hum Any -- has any of your
previous installations caused any issues w th any
nei ghbors or anything of that nature?

MR CHESTER  No.

MR. MERCIER  Looking at your site plan is
it possible to potentially relocate sone of the inverters
away from sonme of the property lines? | don't know how
critical it is to have themup on the edge.

MR, CHESTER. Chris nmay be better suited
to answer that. W’ ve discussed noving thema nunber of
times for electrical reasons, but --

MR ALBING | think there is
opportunities to relocate. Wen this was drawn, it was
very schematic in nature. And after having talks with
G eenski es and sone manufacturers, they probably will be
| ocated to -- relocating themaway fromthe residential
areas is also sonmething we'll 1ook into.

MR. MERCI ER  Ckay, thank you. The DEEP

comments, | know we’ ve tal ked about page 4 a little bit,
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and the report was sent regarding sone of the Natura

D versity Database itens, but | guess -- on the |ast

par agraph of page 4 there's a couple of comments maybe we
should talk a little bit about since they nentioned them
| guess the second sentence they’ re asking about, you
know, when it rains, how nuch of the runoff fromthe
panel s actually infiltrates into the soil or does it wash
downward. | nean how -- do you have any idea as to
infiltration? |Is that an issue?

MR. CHESTER The way that the panels are
nmounted, there are gaps in between each one, roughly a
hal f an inch, which will allow for water to drain
t hroughout the entire array.

MR MERCIER So it probably nore has to
do with the soil conditions rather than anything else, is
that correct?

MR. GRADWELL: And -- and the soils are
generally well draining soils, A's and B's, sone Cs, so
the water will get through the soil and -- and drain
vertically.

MR. MERCIER. The grass cover we already
tal ked about that. The forested area, is that going to
be also planted with grass and woodchi ps once you’ ve

cleared it?
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MR. LANDINO. That’s the plan, yes.

MR. MERCIER  Ckay. And how about snow
renoval when it snows, is there any -- do you renove snow
or just let it nelt?

MR. CHESTER  Just -- just let it nelt.

MR MERCIER Ckay. | guess ny |ast
qguestion has to do with page 10 of your application.
There’s a figure in there that tal ks about negawatt hours
and capacity factor -- | already |ost the page -- (pause)
-- 1t’s the last paragraph, the first sentence, it talks
about sixty-four hundred negawatt hours, Cass 1
renewabl e energy. Can soneone just check that figure
over the break and determne if that’'s accurate based on
the capacity factor at 13 percent fromfive-negawatts.

MR LANDI NO Ckay.

MR MERCIER | have no other questions.
CHAI RVAN STEIN: 1'd just like to add that
-- and | want to put this in big capitals -- if -- if the

Council were to ultimately take affirmative action on
this, and again if, we would, based |I think on precedent
of another project, probably require a subsequent

devel opnent and managenent plan. So | think sone of

t hese very specific design -- design issues could be

handl ed if and when we get to that point. So | just want
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to nmake sure it’'s clear that we don’t just take an
action, and again |I'’msaying if, and then | eave
everything, you know, up to the developer. W would be -
- or the firmthat's building that, we would -- we woul d
be | ooking at -- there would be another step related to

t hese details, sone of which we’ ve discussed.

If there are no nore questions fromthe
Council, we will now -- oh, there’s a question from M.
Hof f man.

MR. HOFFMAN: M. Chairman, | just want to
make sure that |’'ve got ny honmework assignnments straight
bet ween now and after the break. | believe that the
Council is looking for the addresses for the visua
renderings for ItemMNo. 1, the cross-sections of draw ngs
of fill and if we could possibly get those to the Counci
tonight, and the capacity factor question that M.
Mercier just asked. | don't believe there are any ot her
open itens, but | just wanted to confirmthat.

CHAl RVAN STEIN:  Yeah, and I -- and
think the cross-sections could be handled at the D&M
stage, unless -- | nean if you can get themnow, but if
they’ re hand-drawn, |I’mnot sure how you' d do that, but -

MR HOFFMAN:  Well, we' |l figure that out
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CHAl RVAN STEIN: Okay --

MR. HOFFMAN:  -- but you' re exactly
correct, if you're going to require a D&M plan, they're
probably nore appropriate for that stage of devel opnent.

CHAI RVAN STEI' N Yes.

M5. BACHVAN.  Thank you, M. Chairman.
Attorney Hoffrman, your list conports with nmy list for the
honmewor k assi gnnents, so that’s correct. Thank you.

MR. HOFFMAN:.  Qutstandi ng. Thank you.

CHAl RVAN STEIN:  Okay, so we will now
recess. We'll reconvene here at 7:00 p.m, at which tine

we' Il start the public coment session. Thank you.

(Wher eupon, the hearing adjourned at 5:00
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