
20 Wapping Road 
Broad Brook, CT 06016 
 
 
Melanie Bachman, ExecuƟve Director 
ConnecƟcut SiƟng Council 
10 Franklin Square 
New Britain, CT  06051 
 
RE: Docket No. 492A 
 
As a resident of the Town of East Windsor for over 44 years I have watched the many changes 
that have evolved over the years. Some good, some bad, but none has been as devastaƟng as 
the takeover of the industrial solar farms in our town.   From my house I can drive less than ½ 
mile in any direcƟon and pass an already exisƟng industrial solar farm. To date our small town of 
11,000+ residents now occupy approximately 23% of the State of ConnecƟcut’s solar power and 
maintains the largest solar farm in New England.  While I believe that increased development of 
green energy is necessary and important for the State of ConnecƟcut, I also believe that the 
responsibility to host such projects should be shared equitably across all towns. At present, East 
Windsor has already contributed significantly to advancing these iniƟaƟves. In my view, East 
Windsor has provided its fair share — and more — in hosƟng large-scale solar development. 
Future projects should be distributed in a manner that ensures all municipaliƟes share equally 
in supporƟng the State’s renewable energy goals, rather than concentraƟng disproporƟonate 
impacts in a few towns. 
 
AƩached please find my Interrogatories for said Docket above. 
 
Sincerely, 
Julie Traczyk 
 
  



Public Outreach & Community Engagement 
 
Reference: Exhibit F – Stakeholder Outreach; Exhibit A – Expansion NarraƟve (pp. 20–25) 
 
1. Describe any budget or financial allocaƟons set aside by Gravel Pit Solar (GPS) for public 
outreach purposes during fiscal years 2024–2025. Include the total amount allocated and a 
breakdown by category (adverƟsing, community engagement, events, etc.). 
 
2. Provide the results of any public outreach acƟviƟes conducted by GPS that involved phone 
calls. For each campaign or outreach iniƟaƟve, specify: 
(a) the total number of calls made. 
(b) the response rate and outcomes (e.g., survey quesƟons asked, feedback received, issues 
raised); 
(c) the Ɵme period during which the calls were made. 
(d) whether the caller idenƟfied themselves and the organizaƟon they were calling on behalf of. 
(e) whether call recipients were offered the opportunity to opt out of future calls or decline 
parƟcipaƟon in the survey. 
 
3. IdenƟfy the total number of mailers sent out by GPS as part of its public outreach efforts over 
the past year, including the purpose of each mailer. For each campaign, provide the number of 
responses received, the percentage response rate, and a summary of posiƟve and negaƟve 
feedback. 
 
4. For any text message outreach programs conducted by GPS, specify: 
(a) the full contents of the messages sent, including any embedded links. 
(b) the total number of messages sent and the dates of distribuƟon. 
(c) the response rate and summary of outcomes (e.g., feedback received, quesƟons raised); 
(d) whether GPS assessed any cybersecurity or privacy risks associated with sending clickable 
links to residents via text. 
 
5. Prior to iniƟaƟng the phone call or text message outreach campaign, was anyone at East 
Windsor Town Hall — including the First Selectman’s office, Planning Department, or Town Clerk 
— noƟfied that this outreach would be occurring? If so, idenƟfy the individuals or departments 
contacted and provide the date and method of noƟficaƟon. If no noƟficaƟon was made, state 
that clearly. 
 
6. Why did GPS choose not to hold an in-person public meeƟng for residents to ask quesƟons 
about the Expansion project? Please explain the raƟonale for relying solely on remote or digital 
outreach methods, and idenƟfy any internal or external factors that influenced this decision 
 
Wildlife & Ecological Impacts 
 
Reference: Exhibit I – Natural Diversity Database Findings and ConservaƟon Measures Report; 
Exhibit B – Vernal Pool Survey Technical Memorandum; Exhibit A – Expansion NarraƟve (pp. 12–
18) 



 
7. Provide a comprehensive report detailing the impact of the enƟre project on wildlife, 
including, but not limited to bear, deer, coyotes, foxes, opossums, skunks, fisher cats, bobcats, 
turkeys, and bald eagles. The report should include both direct and indirect impacts, such as 
habitat disrupƟon, changes in migraƟon paƩerns, or harm caused during construcƟon or 
operaƟon. 
 
8. State whether GPS conducted any wildlife surveys or studies prior to the commencement of 
the project. If so, provide full results, including methodology, species surveyed, and findings 
related to the populaƟons and habitats of the species listed above. If no such surveys were 
conducted, acknowledge that in your response. 
 
9. State whether GPS has conducted any post-project assessments or evaluaƟons of the 
ecological impact of the project on local wildlife populaƟons. If so, provide the findings, 
conclusions, and any recommended acƟons. If no such assessments exist, state that clearly. 
 
Agricultural & Land Use 
 
Reference: Exhibit R – Agricultural Soils ProtecƟon Plan; Exhibit A – Expansion NarraƟve (pp. 26–
28) 
 
10. IdenƟfy all sources of informaƟon and research used by GPS to assess the environmental 
impact of a solar array in relaƟon to returning the land to farming use aŌer 35–40 years. Include 
academic studies, government reports, industry research, or expert consultaƟons relied upon. 
 
Noise TesƟng (Expansion Parcels) 
 
Reference: Exhibit O – AcousƟcal Study 
 
11. Was new noise level tesƟng conducted on the Expansion parcels? If so, what method was 
used, how long was the test period, and on what dates and Ɵmes? Provide the full noise level 
report. 
 
12. Was an outside contractor used for this tesƟng? If so, provide the full contractor reports and 
the name of the contractor.  
 
Aquifer ProtecƟon & Groundwater 
 
Reference: Exhibit G – Soil Science Reports; Exhibit K – Stormwater Management Report; Exhibit 
A – Expansion NarraƟve (pp. 14–16) 
 
13. One Level A Aquifer ProtecƟon Area is present in the northern porƟon of the Project Site 
(parcels 057-65-001, 057-65-002, and 057-65-007). Has GPS conducted any tesƟng of this 
Aquifer ProtecƟon Area since construcƟon was completed? Was there any baseline tesƟng done 



prior to Gravel Pit Solar being constructed? If so, provide all documentaƟon. If no tesƟng has 
been done, acknowledge that in your response. 
 
VegetaƟon Management & Herbicide Use 
 
Reference: Exhibit H – OperaƟons & Maintenance Plan; Exhibit R – Agricultural Soils ProtecƟon 
Plan 
 
14. Regarding herbicides used or proposed: has GPS conducted or commissioned any studies, 
analyses, or assessments regarding the potenƟal effects of herbicides (including glyphosate, 
2,4-D, atrazine, or others) used for spot treatments within the Expansion project area on 
aquifers, straƟfied-driŌ deposits, or private wells? 
• If yes, provide copies of such studies, including methodologies, findings, and miƟgaƟon 
measures. 
• If no such studies have been performed, state that explicitly and explain the basis for 
concluding that private wells and aquifers will not be adversely affected. 
 
15. Provide the Applicant’s VegetaƟon Management Plan or Weed Control Plan for the 
Expansion project area, including: 
(a) list of all herbicides proposed (trade name and acƟve ingredient). 
(b) intended applicaƟon methods (spot treatment, wicking, broadcast spraying). 
(c) frequency and seasonal Ɵming of applicaƟons. 
(d) protocols for mixing, loading, and spill prevenƟon. 
(e) buffer distances from private wells, wetlands, streams, and aquifer protecƟon areas. 
(f) best management pracƟces (BMPs) or restricƟons to minimize herbicide migraƟon. 
If no wriƩen plan exists, state that explicitly and describe the criteria and procedures intended 
for vegetaƟon management. 
 
16. Provide the Applicant’s VegetaƟon Management Plan or Weed Control for the original 
project.  Have any herbicides been used?  If so what where they and provide documentaƟon.  
 
17. IdenƟfy and provide a list of all known private residenƟal wells located within 500 feet and 
within 1,000 feet of the Expansion project footprint. IdenƟfy the data sources consulted (e.g., 
CT Department of Public Health well compleƟon reports, East Windsor parcel/GIS data, field 
surveys), the approximate distance of each well from the Expansion parcels, and whether the 
well is used for potable water supply. If no such inventory has been performed, state that 
explicitly and explain why. 
 


