To: CT Siting Council
Date: February 26, 2026
Re: Doc 492A

Members of the CT Siting Council,

We are writing to express our strong opposition to the expansion of the Gravel Pit Solar
project which abuts our property. Our observation of existing projects in East Windsor
leads us to believe that the expansion will have a highly negative impact on the quality
of life for ourselves and our neighbors as the developers appear to exhibit little concern
with mitigating the visual or noise issues for those who live adjacent or nearby the
developed areas.

Like many in town, we are also dismayed at the destruction of once beautiful farm and
woodlands in the initial phase of this project. We have already noted the disappearance
of deer, wild turkeys, and red-tailed hawks since work began. The proposed expansion
will only make this worse.

Beyond this, we are concerned that the developers have not adequately addressed the
larger environmental and safety concerns for the community. Although the solar
industry claims that there is no danger of soil contamination from solar as the metals
used are encased in the glass panels, other sources suggest that seriously deteriorated
or damaged panels may leach heavy metals into the soil. We are not convinced that
the developers will establish adequate inspection protocols to ensure the long-term
structural integrity of the panels. We have also heard little about what emergency plans
will be put into place to address potential panel damage from natural disasters
(tornados, fire, etc.) or from accidental or intentional human activity.

We believe that renewable energy is an important to our state’s future, but that East
Windsor has more than its share of industrial solar.

We urge you to deny this application.
Sincerely,

Steven & Melissa Thayer

28 Graham Rd.

Broad Brook, CT 06016
Slthayer54@gmail.com



