STATE OF CONNECTICUT

CONNECTICUT SITING COUNCIL
Ten Franklin Square, New Britain, CT 06051
Phone: (860) 827-2935 Fax: (860) 827-2950

E-Mail: siting.council@ct.gov

Web Site: portal.ct.gov/csc

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL
May 12, 2025

Scott and Paula Stolinas
11 Miller Road

Broad Brook, CT 06016
stolinas11@cox.net

RE: DOCKET NO. 492 — Gravel Pit Solar Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and
Public Need for the construction, maintenance, and operation of a 120-megawatt-AC solar
photovoltaic electric generating facility on eight parcels generally located to the east and
west of the Amtrak and Connecticut Rail Line, south of Apothecaries Hall Road and north
of the South Windsor town boundary in East Windsor, Connecticut and associated
electrical interconnection. Motion to Reopen.

Dear Scott and Paula Stolinas:

The Connecticut Siting Council (Council) is in receipt of your recent correspondence concerning
the pending Motion to Reopen and Modify (Motion to Reopen) the Connecticut Siting Council’s
(Council) March 1, 2021 final decision to grant a Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and
Public Need (Certificate) to Gravel Pit Solar for the above-referenced solar electric generating
facility in East Windsor, Connecticut, based on changed conditions in Docket No. 492.

Please be advised that the Motion to Reopen is on the Council’s May 15, 2025 regular meeting
agenda. A copy of the meeting agenda is attached for your convenience.

If the Council votes to reopen the proceeding, the Council will carefully consider all of the facts
contained in the evidentiary record that is developed by the Council, the Certificate Holder, and
parties and intervenors in the proceeding, and consider all of the concerns received from members
of the public who speak at the public hearing or submit written statements to the Council.

Please note that you can view all of the documents related to the Motion to Reopen on our website
at portal.ct.gov/csc under the “Pending Matters” link. You may also keep apprised of Council
events on the website calendar and agenda.

In addition, information on public participation can be found at https://portal.ct.gov/csc/public-
participation/public-participation/public-participation-information-links.

Thank you for your interest and concern in this very important matter.

Sincerely,

Ml —

Melanie A. Bachman
Executive Director

c: Council Members
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STATE OF CONNECTICUT

CONNECTICUT SITING COUNCIL
Ten Franklin Square, New Britain, CT 06051
Phone: (860) 827-2935 Fax: (860) 827-2950

E-Mail: siting.council@ct.gov
Web Site: portal.ct.gov/csc

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL

DATE: May 8, 2025

TO: Council Members

FROM: Melanie Bachman, Executive Director\lp&)

RE: Connecticut Siting Council Energy/Telecommunications Meeting

An Energy/Telecommunications meeting of the Connecticut Siting Council via Zoom Remote
Conferencing will be held on Thursday, May 15, 2025, at 1:00 p.m. Please note that the draft documents
related to the agenda items will be available to view on-line on our website at portal.ct.gov/csc under the
Tab - Meetings and Minutes - on the left-hand side of the home page.

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us06web.zoom.us/i/87823889382?pwd=dpM3Kh6DdTiXfeobRn9qu2hRbTa2ig.1

Meeting ID: 878 2388 9382
Passcode: NtwCel

Dial +1 929 205 6099 US (New York)
Meeting ID: 878 2388 9382
Passcode: 656613

AGENDA
1. Minutes of May 1, 2025.

2. DOCKET NO. 492 - Gravel Pit Solar Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need
for the construction, maintenance, and operation of a 120-megawatt-AC solar photovoltaic electric
generating facility on eight parcels generally located to the east and west of the Amtrak and
Connecticut Rail Line, south of Apothecaries Hall Road and north of the South Windsor town
boundary in East Windsor, Connecticut and associated electrical interconnection. Motion to
Reopen.

3. DOCKET NO. 529 — Homeland Towers, LLC and Cellco Partnership d/b/a Verizon Wireless
application for a Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need for the construction,
maintenance, and operation of a telecommunications facility and associated equipment located at
Parcel No. 65-002-1, Old Chester Road North, Haddam, Connecticut. Draft Findings of Fact.

4. DOCKET NO. 536 — Tarpon Towers III, LLC and Cellco Partnership d/b/a Verizon Wireless
application for a Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need for the construction,
maintenance, and operation of a telecommunications facility and associated equipment located at
78 Goshen East Street, Norfolk, Connecticut. Completeness Review, Schedule, Deposition of the
Transcript.
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10.

11.

12.

DOCKET NO. 537 - The Towers, LLC application for a Certificate of Environmental
Compatibility and Public Need for the construction, maintenance, and operation of a
telecommunications facility and associated equipment located at 327 North Anguilla Road,
Stonington, Connecticut. Completeness Review, Schedule, Deposition of the Transcript.

PETITION NO. 1651 - Fairy Lake, LLC petition for a declaratory ruling, pursuant to Connecticut
General Statutes §4-176 and §16-50k, for the proposed construction, maintenance and operation of
a 4.99-megawatt AC battery energy storage facility and associated equipment to be located at 380
New London Road, Salem, Connecticut, and associated electrical interconnections. Decision.

PETITION NO. 1655 — Borrelli Solar LLC petition for a declaratory ruling, pursuant to
Connecticut General Statutes §4-176 and §16-50k, for the proposed construction, maintenance and
operation of a 1.99-megawatt AC solar photovoltaic electric generating facility and associated
equipment to be located at 179 and 197 Borrelli Road, East Haven, Connecticut, and associated
electrical interconnection. Close of Evidentiary Record.

PETITION NO. 1659 - Cellco Partnership d/b/a Verizon Wireless petition for a declaratory ruling,
pursuant to Connecticut General Statutes §4-176 and §16-50k, for the proposed installation of a
small wireless telecommunications facility and associated equipment on the roof of the East Brook
Mall located at 95 Storrs Road, Mansfield, Connecticut. Decision.

PETITION NO. 1660 - TA Solar 335 LLC (TRITEC Americas, LLC) petition for a declaratory
ruling, pursuant to Connecticut General Statutes §4-176 and §16-50k, for the proposed
construction, maintenance and operation of a 1.90-megawatt AC solar photovoltaic electric
generating facility and associated equipment to be located on two parcels (Parcel Nos. 051-7700
and 051-7900) at 0 Hunters Mountain Road, Naugatuck, Connecticut, and associated electrical
interconnection. CGS §4-176 Deadline for Action — Set Date for Decision.

PETITION NO. 1661 - The Connecticut Light and Power Company d/b/a Eversource Energy
petition for a declaratory ruling, pursuant to Connecticut General Statutes §4-176 and §16-50k, for
the proposed Stamford Underground Cable Modernization Project consisting of the replacement
and partial relocation of its existing 115-kilovolt (kV) 1753 and 1792 high pressure fluid filled
(HPFF) electric transmission cables with cross linked polyethylene (XLPE) electric transmission
cables along approximately 5.2 miles of existing and new right-of-way between Cedar Heights
Substation and Glenbrook Substation in Stamford, Connecticut, and related electric transmission
line and substation improvements. CGS §4-176 Deadline for Action — Set Date for Decision.

Tower Share Request Consent Calendar - Item Nos. 11 - 12

TS-T-MOBILE-085-250411 - T-Mobile request for an order to approve tower sharing at an
existing telecommunications facility located at 345 Fan Hill Road, Monroe, Connecticut. Decision.

TS-T-MOBILE-067-250416 - T-Mobile request for an order to approve tower sharing at an
existing telecommunications facility located at 768 Gilead Street, Hebron, Connecticut. Decision.
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13. Administrative Matters
e Regular Items
» Upcoming Calendar Events:

e Docket No. 530, Tuesday, May 20, 2025, continued evidentiary hearing session
beginning at 2:00 p.m. via Zoom remote conferencing.

e Docket No. 533, Thursday, May 22, 2025, evidentiary hearing session beginning at
2:00 p.m. and public comment session beginning at 6:30 p.m. via Zoom remote
conferencing.

e Energy/Telecommunications Meeting, Thursday, May 29, 2025, beginning at 1:00
p-m. via Zoom remote conferencing.

cc: Secretary of the State



From: PAULA STOLINAS <stolinasl1@cox.net>

Sent: Sunday, May 11, 2025 7:24 PM

To: CSC-DL Siting Council <Siting.Council@ct.gov>

Cc: jaime.foster@cga.ct.gov; carol.hall@cga.ct.gov; Jason Bowsza
<jbowsza@eastwindsorct.com>; saud.anwar@cga.ct.gov; savingeastwindsor@outlook.com;
Pura.ExecutiveSecretary <Pura.ExecutiveSecretary@ct.gov>

Subject: Docket 492 Gravel Pit Solar Expansion — Request to Deny Reopening

Dear Members of the Siting Council,

We are Scott & Paula Stolinas, residents of 11 & 19 Miller Road in East

Windsor. We are writing today to formally request that you deny the reopening of
Docket 492 regarding the Gravel Pit Solar expansion. We have witnessed the
construction and operation of existing solar projects in town and have recently
received a certified letter regarding the motion to re-open Docket 492. This
expansion would be constructed on land that abuts our property, directly
impacting our family and our home.

We are writing to express our concerns and to make it abundantly clear that we
do NOT agree with expanding this project in the Town of East Windsor.

Many families in East Windsor have lived here for generations. Our family is one
of them. Walter and Adella Stolinas raised their five boys in the 1950’s at 11
Miller Road. One of those boys, Scott’s father: Jimmy Stolinas, bought 11 Miller
Road in 1971 from his parents and along with his wife, Marilyn, raised their three
children on the farm. In 1998, we purchased the property from Marilyn & Jimmy
and raised our two children, Austin and Morgan here. We intend to pass the
farm along to our children, so they can continue to raise the next generation of
Stolinas’ in our hometown.

Living on open land in the country teaches a person important lessons: How to
care for the land year after year, how to grow food and care for animals. It
teaches you to assess a problem, find a solution, and fix it. Most people living in
the country on a substantial piece of property can’t “call someone to fix it”; it
teaches you to “figure it out”, something lacking in today’s society. Living in the
country also teaches you to appreciate the world around you: the sound of the
birds chirping, the peepers at night, the wildlife grazing in fields in their natural
habitat, the amazing sunrises and sunsets, the fields and trees covered in snow,
and the bountiful gardens and crops in abundant fields in the summer.

These are things we cherish about living in our community in East Windsor. This
solar development would eliminate some of our last remaining farmland and
woodlands, which are vital for local wildlife, flood control, and the identity of our
rural community.



East Windsor is already feeling the effects of the existing solar fields. The beauty
of our town is being traded for glaring glass panels and metal. Trees are cut
down, fields are stripped of topsoil, and wildlife is being displaced. In the last few
months, three deer have been hit and killed on our property and property next
door to us. We have never witnessed this before; these animals have lost their
homes, their woods, and are being forced into residential areas near the roads
where they are in danger.

Attempts at boundary cover and hiding the solar fields from view by planting
trees and grass are failing. The boundaries around the current operational solar
fields are not being cared for and only add to the problem of our destroyed fields
by solar panels. The proposed site borders scenic and historic roadways and
transforming them into industrial zones would irreversibly damage the character
of our town.

We worry about the long-term effects of the panels, the batteries, and the rest of
the project. How will these metals and foreign particles affect our land? How will
it affect our well water? We already have special filters on our water system,
maintained by the State of CT. What happens in 5-10 years when we realize the
solar panels are affecting our water as well?

What happens to all this equipment once it’s reached the end of its useful

life? How will this all be disposed? Our landfills are already full; where will this
metal, glass and batteries go? Does the green energy they produce really
outweigh their carbon footprint?

There was recently a fire at the solar panel site on Middle Road. Our town
officials and EMS personnel have not received special training in putting out
these types of fires and emergencies. Who will provide this training, not only to
our town but neighboring towns as well? Does Gravel Pit Solar have a plan, or
funds put aside to manage this problem and keep our residents

safe? Mechanical failures are a reality, and plans need to be in place to protect
our land, our residents, our town.

We were approached by Gravel Pit Solar a few years ago regarding an
easement on our property for a transmission line. We were offered a substantial
amount of money up front with continuing annual payments for several years —
likely the rest of our lifetime. We listened to Gravel Pit Solar’s pitch, read
contracts they forwarded, and even met with our attorney to review and discuss
the details and pros and cons of allowing this easement on our property. Along
with our lawyer, we found several instances in the contract where we felt like
Gravel Pit Solar was including language with the intention of being

misleading. One example is Gravel Pit Solar referencing “purchasing our
property” instead of only leasing it.

After careful consideration and discussion, we decided NOT to move forward
with allowing Gravel Pit Solar an easement on our property. We did not think
they were honest and transparent in their plans for our property and ultimately,



we decided we did not want to be a part of the solar expansion in our town. We
strongly felt and still feel that it was not the right move for our family, our
community, and our town that we have loved for generations.

We respectfully request that you NOT re-open Docket No 492 to expand the
solar project. East Windsor has already sustained enough of the green energy
burden with the construction of the largest solar panel project in New

England. Our town cannot and should not need to shoulder any more of this
burden.

| hope you will take this into consideration as if East Windsor was your
hometown.

Respectfully,

Scott & Paula Stolinas

11 Miller Road

Broad Brook, CT 06016
860-539-9919 / 860-539-7245



