Scott & Paula Stolinas
11 Miller Road
Broad Brook, CT 06016
October 6, 2025

Melanie Bachman

Executive Director/Staff Attorney
Connecticut Siting Council

10 Franklin Square

New Britain, CT 06051

RE: DOCKET NO. 492A - Gravel Pit Solar Expansion
Pre filed testimony and evidence.
Dear Executive Director Bachman,

Our family resides at 11 Miller Road in Broad Brook, on property that will directly border the
proposed Gravel Pit Solar Expansion if it is approved. For this reason, we respectfully
request that the Connecticut Siting Council deny the proposed expansion.

We first became aware of solar development plans in East Windsor around 2021. Although
we were nhot thrilled about the prospect of solar panels surrounding our property, we
recognized that green energy initiatives were inevitable. During this period, Jonathan Gravel
approached us regarding the possibility of installing a transmission line through our land to
connect the solar arrays. My initial reaction was one of distrust toward Mr. Gravel and his
sales tactics. However, my husband was willing to consider the proposal, so | agreed to
listen, remain open-minded, and carefully review any documents he provided.

Discussions regarding the easement with Mr. Gravel continued sporadically over several
years. There were extended periods when we had no contact and assumed the deal was no
longer under consideration. In 2023, Mr. Gravel returned with contracts for our review. We
consulted with our attorney, who identified numerous concerns in the documents,
including language that would have given Gravel Pit Solar more control over our property
than we were comfortable with. Ultimately, we decided that the proposed easement was
notin our best interest. We did not want to participate in the solar expansion in our
community, and the contract presented too many risks. My intuition told me that the
project and company were not trustworthy, and we chose not to move forward.

Now, we face the prospect of an expansion to an already approved project, which could
result in up to five solar arrays surrounding our home. The proliferation of solar farms in our
area has grown excessively, threatening our rural community and everyday quality of life.



Farmland that once supported productive crops is being replaced by glass panels and
metal fencing, permanently altering the landscape and our views. Wildlife is being
displaced, and there are many unknowns regarding long-term impacts on drinking water,
increased heat and radiation, end-of-life disposal for the panels, and the future viability of
this prime farmland.

We have personally observed the installation and ongoing maintenance of Gravel Pit
Solar’s existing solar array on Apothecaries Hall Road and Plantation Road. The current
condition of this area is troubling; the fields surrounding the solar panels are heavily
overgrown with weeds, and mowing appears to occur infrequently. Much of the vegetation
that was originally planted is now dying, further detracting from the landscape. Even a brief
drive past the current solar farm makes it clear that the maintenance being performed is
inadequate.

In addition to these maintenance issues, many residents in the Jessie Lane neighborhood
are regularly subjected to constant noise disturbances from another nearby solar array.
There have also been two recent incidents of fires breaking out at solar arrays within our
town. Together, these observations raise significant concerns about the proposed
expansion. Given the state of the existing facilities and the problems experienced by the
community, it does not seem sensible for our town to support further expansion of the
project.

Recently, our local planning and zoning regulations have changed, and grid-scale solar is
now prohibited in all zones in East Windsor. Many residents are actively opposing the
expansion through appeals to local government, petitions, and participation as parties or
intervenors in the Siting Council’s process. East Windsor has already contributed
significantly to CT’s solar initiative, housing a staggering 23% of the total solar in our state.
Agriculture is a foundational part of our community’s identity and a vital sector for many
residents. Allowing further solar development threatens to destroy what remains of our
cherished farming community.

Sincerely,

Scott & Paula Stolinas



