STATE OF CONNECTICUT

CONNECTICUT SITING COUNCIL
Ten Franklin Square, New Britain, CT 06051
Phone: (860) 827-2935 Fax: (860) 827-2950

E-Mail: siting.council@ct.gov
Web Site: portal.ct.gov/csc

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL
February 19, 2026

Carol A. Hall

State Representative — 59" District
General Assembly

Legislative Office Building

300 Capitol Avenue

Room 4200

Hartford, CT 06106
Carol.Hall@housegop.ct.gov

RE: DOCKET NO. 492A - Gravel Pit Solar Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need for
the construction, maintenance, and operation of a 120-megawatt-AC solar photovoltaic electric generating facility
on eight parcels generally located to the east and west of the Amtrak and Connecticut Rail Line, south of
Apothecaries Hall Road and north of the South Windsor town boundary in East Windsor, Connecticut and
associated electrical interconnection. Reopening of this Certificate based on changed conditions pursuant to
Connecticut General Statutes §4-181a(b).

Dear Representative Hall:

The Connecticut Siting Council (Council) is in receipt of your correspondence dated February 19, 2026
concerning Docket No. 492A. Thank you for taking the time to provide the Council with your comments.

Before reaching a final decision on a reopened matter, the Council must carefully consider all of the facts
contained in the evidentiary record that is developed by the Council, the Certificate Holder, parties and intervenors
in the proceeding, and consider all of the concerns received from members of the public who speak at the public
hearing or submit written statements to the Council.

Copies of your correspondence will be distributed to the service list in the proceeding.
Please note that you can view all of the documents related to this proceeding on our website at

https://portal.ct.gov/csc under the “Pending Matters” link. You may also keep apprised of Council events on the
website calendar and meeting agenda.

Thank you for your interest and concern in this very important matter.

Sincerely,

/Iy /1 / !
/ //p /Ef c'-m// 7'{ w Z—‘
Melanie A. Bachman

Executive Director

MAB/MP/cj

c: Council Members
Service List, dated October 2, 2025
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From: zRepresentative Carol Hall <Carol.Hall@housegop.ct.gov>

Sent: Thursday, February 19, 2026 11:36 AM

To: CSC-DL Siting Council <Siting.Council@ct.gov>

Subject: Opposition of Docket No. 492A: Gravel Pit Solar, East Windsor

I’m submitting my testimony in opposition of Docket No. 492, Gravel Pit Solar in East
Windsor.

Carol Hall

State Representative
59" House District ~ East Windsor and Enfield
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State of Connecticut

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
STATE CAPITOL

REPRESENTATIVE CAROL A. HALL
FIFTY-NINTH ASSEMBLY DISTRICT ASSISTANT HOUSE REPUBLICAN LEADER

MEMBER
FINANCE, REVENUE, AND BONDING COMMITTEE
PUBLIC SAFETY AND SECURITY COMMITTEE
TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE

LEGISLATIVE OFFICE BUILDING, ROOM 4200
300 CAPITOL AVENUE
HARTFORD, CT 061086-1591

CAPITOL: (860) 240-8700
TOLL FREE: (800) 842-1423
Carol.Hall@housegop.ct.gov
Connecticut Siting Council
February 19, 2026
Opposition of Docket No. 492A
Gravel Pit Solar, East Windsor, CT

| am writing to formally express my opposition to Docket No. 492A: Gravel Pit Solar Expansion in East Windsor.

Before any decision is made, there are significant concerns that must be fully addressed, particularly regarding
public safety, environmental impact, wildlife protection, and community well-being.

For important background, on Tuesday, March 11, 2025, a fire broke out in East Windsor at the NextEra solar
project following an explosion that destroyed more than forty trees. This incident was not isolated or
unpredictable. Area residents had reported sparking wires several days prior to the explosion. Despite these
warnings, NextEra failed to take corrective action. This demonstrates a broader and deeply troubling pattern of
disregard for community concerns and public safety.

East Windsor is now faced with a proposal to expand the Gravel Pit Solar project by an additional 500 acres. This
raises serious and unresolved concerns, including:

Fire safety and the adequacy of emergency response capabilities

Impacts on nearby residents and quality of life

Environmental degradation and habitat destruction

The lack of wildlife corridors for large animals

The absence of clear assurances that the land will be restored to farmland at the end of the project’s
lifecycle

e o o o

These are the same concerns and questions | raised in my testimony to PURA following the March 2025 NextEra

fire. The fundamental question remains unanswered: How can further expansion be justified when basic safety
issues continue to be ignored? Additionally, why is there no meaningful local control in decisions that directly

impact the safety and character of our community?

Given these unresolved and serious concerns, | respectfully request that this project not be approved to move
forward.

Thank you for your consideration.

www.RepHall.com
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