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Hi Attorney Bachman,

We are submitting these additional interrogatories.

Thank you,
Nicole Paradise

CONNECTICUT SITING COUNCIL

DOCKET NO. 492A — GRAVEL PIT SOLAR EXPANSION, EAST WINDSOR,
CONNECTICUT

INTERVENOR NICOLE PARADISE — COMPREHENSIVE INTERROGATORIES TO
GRAVEL PIT SOLAR LLC
SECTION I — Emergency Management and Fire Safety (Exhibit Q)

Interrogatories Nos. 1 —28

Fire-Access Roads and Apparatus Compatibility (Nos. 1-9)

1 Provide scaled site drawings showing the width, grade, and turning radii of all proposed
internal access roads and fire lanes.

2 State whether all interior and perimeter roads meet Connecticut Fire Code minimums for
emergency-vehicle access (12-ft. minimum width, 75,000-1b load capacity, 20-ft. vertical
clearance).

3 Identify the specific fire-apparatus types and wheelbases used by the East Windsor Broad
Brook and Warehouse Point Volunteer Fire Departments, and confirm whether each can safely
access all inverter pads and switchyards.
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4 Explain how snow removal, mud control, and erosion protection will be maintained on
access roads year-round to ensure reliable fire-department entry.

5 Provide the maximum slope percentage on all gravel or access roads and confirm
compliance with NFPA 1 § 18.2.3.

6 State whether any interior gates will be locked and describe the key or Knox-box system that
will be provided to first responders.

7 Describe lighting and signage that will guide first responders during night or low-visibility
events.

8 Provide copies of any correspondence with East Windsor’s Fire Marshal confirming
acceptance of the proposed road network.

Identify any areas of the facility where emergency-vehicle access will not be possible and
explain the mitigation measures.

Fire-Suppression Water Supply (Nos. 10-13)

10. Identify all available fire-hydrant or water-supply sources within one mile of the project
boundary and their tested flow rates.

11. Describe the on-site water-storage plan for fire suppression, including tank capacities,
refill methods, and seasonal maintenance schedules.

12. Provide written confirmation from the Broad Brook and Warehouse Point Fire
Departments regarding tanker-truck availability, capacity, and refill locations.

13. Explain whether GPS will contribute financially to a dedicated water-supply improvement
or cistern installation to offset the project’s fire-response burden.

Emergency-Response Coordination (Nos. 14—17)
14. Provide copies of all meetings, site visits, or communications held with East Windsor fire
officials concerning emergency planning for both the existing Gravel Pit Solar facility and the

proposed expansion.

15. Submit a draft or final version of the site-specific Emergency Response Plan, identifying
responsible parties, emergency contacts, and communication protocols.

16. State whether GPS will conduct joint annual drills with East Windsor emergency services,
and describe the proposed schedule and funding for such exercises.

17. Identify any third-party safety consultants retained to review or certify emergency
procedures and provide their credentials.

Prior Fire Events and Corrective Actions (Nos. 18—19)

18. Disclose all prior fire or electrical-incident reports occurring at the existing Gravel Pit



Solar facility, including dates, causes, and corrective actions taken.

19. Describe how lessons learned from the September 2025 brush-fire incident have been
incorporated into the current Emergency Response Plan.

Drone / ATV Offer and Local FD Support (Nos. 20-23)

20. State whether GPS will provide or fund unmanned-aerial or ATV-based support
equipment for local first responders to improve access and monitoring.

21. Describe any real-time site-monitoring technologies (thermal cameras, drone feeds, or
remote sensors) available to assist emergency personnel.

22. Explain how incident data from GPS’s control center will be shared with East Windsor
dispatch during emergencies.

23. Provide evidence of any written agreements or memoranda of understanding between GPS
and local fire departments regarding resource sharing or cost recovery.

Missing Maps and Attachments (Nos. 24-25)

24. Provide a complete set of color site maps identifying all inverter locations, battery units (if
any), fire-access routes, hydrant or tanker points, and emergency shut-offs.

25. Confirm that all figures referenced in the Emergency Response Plan (Exhibit Q) have been
filed in the public record in searchable PDF format.

Code Compliance and Safety Standards (Nos. 26-28)

26. Identify all codes and standards governing the project’s fire-safety design, including NFPA
855, NFPA 70 (NEC Article 690), and Connecticut State Fire Code, and confirm compliance.

27. Provide the qualifications and contact information of the individual responsible for code-
compliance verification during construction and operation.

28. Explain whether GPS will commit to third-party annual fire-safety audits for the life of the
project and submit copies of those audits to the Council.

SECTION II — Firefighter Support and Community Burden

Interrogatories Nos. 29 — 34

Volunteer-Department Capacity (Nos. 29-31)

29. Identify the current staffing levels, training certifications, and call-volume data for the
Broad Brook and Warehouse Point Volunteer Fire Departments, and explain whether those
resources are sufficient to respond to a solar-array incident of this scale.



30. Describe any specialized high-voltage, battery-energy-storage, or solar-array training GPS
will provide or fund for East Windsor emergency personnel before construction and during
operation.

31. Explain whether GPS will establish a financial or equipment-support agreement to offset
the long-term operational costs and training burdens placed on volunteer departments as a
result of this facility.

Public Risk vs. Private Gain (Nos. 32-34)
32. Quantify the anticipated annual property-tax or payment-in-lieu-of-taxes (PILOT) revenue
compared to the estimated public-safety costs incurred by East Windsor for emergency

response, road wear, and environmental monitoring.

33. Explain how GPS intends to communicate real-time risk information (electrical hazards,
storm damage, or fire events) to nearby residents and town officials.

34. Provide documentation demonstrating how GPS’s private financial benefit from the

expansion is balanced against the community’s assumption of public-safety risk and resource
obligations.

SECTION III — Agricultural Soil Protection Plan (Exhibit R)

Interrogatories Nos. 35 — 63

Farmland Extent and Impact (Nos. 35 — 37)

35. Provide parcel-level acreage tables identifying the total area of prime and statewide-
important farmland soils to be disturbed, overlaid with construction limits and grading plans.

36. Describe how GPS determined the farmland-impact percentage for each parcel and
whether those calculations were reviewed or verified by the Connecticut Department of
Agriculture (DOAG).

37. Explain why portions of the site containing high-quality loam and tobacco soils were
selected for permanent conversion to industrial use rather than alternative parcels of lower
agricultural value.

Farmer Consultation and Participation (Nos. 38 —41)
38. Identify all local farmers, agricultural-commission members, or farm-bureau
representatives consulted in preparation of Exhibit R, and provide meeting dates and

correspondence summaries.

39. Describe how farmer feedback influenced soil-handling, grazing, or restoration measures
within the plan.



40. Provide copies of any lease agreements or memoranda of understanding establishing
shared use of project land for agricultural purposes.

41. Explain whether GPS intends to retain an agricultural consultant or soil scientist for on-site
monitoring during construction and operation.

Sheep-Grazing Program (Ownership, Rotation, Manure Management) (Nos. 42 — 45)

42. Identify the entity that will own and manage the sheep herd, and provide details on herd
size, grazing rotation schedule, and animal-health oversight.

43. Provide the nutrient-management plan for manure deposition, storage, and runoff control
in compliance with NRCS Code 590.

44. Describe how grazing areas will be rotated to prevent over-compaction and maintain soil
permeability, and identify the independent party responsible for verifying compliance.

45. State whether GPS will install fencing or vegetative buffers to prevent livestock from
entering wetlands or watercourses, and include design drawings.

Tulip / Tobacco Cultivation Claims and Tobacco Sheds (Nos. 46 — 50)

46. Provide the precise location and acreage of any parcels previously cultivated for tulips or
tobacco, and identify whether those activities will resume after construction.

47. Explain the current ownership and preservation status of historic tobacco sheds within the
project area and whether GPS has proposed mitigation for their alteration or removal.

48. Identify any leaseholders or partners referenced in Exhibit R as continuing “limited
agricultural use,” and provide documentation of their participation.

49. Clarify whether the “tulip and bee” demonstration plots cited in prior testimony are part of
an enforceable agricultural-use plan or public-relations initiative.

50. Provide photographs or maps illustrating areas proposed for continued or future
agricultural production under GPS ownership or lease.

Pollinator / Apiary Program (Nos. 51 — 52)

51. Provide the detailed seed mix, species list, and maintenance schedule for pollinator-habitat
establishment, including certification by a recognized pollinator-friendly program.

52. Identify the number and placement of beehives proposed, the managing apiarist, and
measures to protect hives from herbicide drift, noise, or shading.

Soil-Handling and Monitoring Protocols (Nos. 53 — 57)

53. Describe procedures for stripping, stockpiling, and replacing topsoil, including maximum
pile heights, erosion controls, and timelines for re-spreading.



54. Provide the name and credentials of the soil scientist responsible for monitoring soil
handling during construction.

55. Identify testing methods and frequency for post-construction soil-quality monitoring,
including metrics for compaction, organic matter, and infiltration rate.

56. Explain how contaminated soils or pesticide residues discovered during excavation will be
reported and remediated, and identify oversight agencies.

57. Provide evidence that GPS’s soil-management plan complies with USDA NRCS
Conservation Practice Standard Code 342 (Critical Area Planting).

Compliance with DOAG Guidelines (2019) (Nos. 58 — 60)

58. Provide a matrix cross-referencing each element of GPS’s soil-management plan with the
2019 DOAG Solar Guidelines for Agricultural Soils.

59. Identify any variances or deviations from the 2019 Guidelines and explain the justification
for each.

60. Describe how GPS will document and report ongoing compliance with DOAG’s
restoration standards during operation and decommissioning.

Soil Restoration and Decommissioning Cross-References (Nos. 61 — 63)

61. Explain how Exhibit R’s soil-restoration provisions align with the Decommissioning Plan
(Exhibit S) and whether both include identical restoration performance metrics.

62. Identify the person or firm responsible for certifying that soil conditions meet pre-
construction benchmarks upon decommissioning.

63. Provide examples of successful farmland-restoration projects managed by GPS or its
contractors and documentation demonstrating soil productivity recovery.
SECTION IV — Public Representation and Accountability

Interrogatories Nos. 64 — 69

Public Statements and Marketing Claims (Nos. 64 — 66)

64. Provide copies of all press releases, social-media posts, advertisements, or public-meeting
presentations in which GPS represented the project as an “agrivoltaic,” “pollinator-friendly,”
or “farm-compatible” development.

65. Identify any public statements by GPS or its consultants describing the project’s
agricultural, pollinator, or grazing components and explain whether such claims were
reviewed or approved by any state agency.



66. Explain how GPS ensures that its public communications do not misrepresent agricultural
benefits, and provide documentation of internal review procedures or disclaimers applied to
promotional materials.

Community Oversight and Recourse (Nos. 67 — 69)

67. Describe what community-oversight mechanism, advisory board, or liaison committee
GPS proposes to establish to address resident concerns during construction and operation.

68. Identify any public complaint or reporting channels that will be maintained by GPS,
including response timelines and responsible personnel.

69. Explain how the company will document and disclose complaint resolutions, inspection

results, and ongoing compliance status to both the Town of East Windsor and the Connecticut
Siting Council.

SECTION V — Decommissioning Plan (Exhibit S)

Interrogatories Nos. 70 — 86

Operational Life and Cost Assumptions (Nos. 70 — 73)

70. State the assumed operational life of the project and identify the basis for that estimate
(e.g., manufacturer warranties, degradation studies, industry standards).

71. Provide the inflation and cost-escalation indices used in the Decommissioning Plan to
calculate future removal expenses and bond requirements.

72. Explain how GPS verified the accuracy of its 2025 cost estimates for labor, transportation,
and disposal of solar components and infrastructure.

73. Describe the mechanism for updating decommissioning cost estimates over the life of the
project and whether those updates will be subject to Council review.

Financial Security and Surety (Bond Structure and Scope) (Nos. 74 — 78)
74. Provide a copy of the proposed financial-assurance instrument (bond, letter of credit, or
escrow agreement) and identify the issuing institution.

75. Explain how the bond amount was determined, including the per-MW or per-acre
calculation basis and whether salvage value offsets were excluded in accordance with best
practice.

76. Identify the party that will hold and enforce the bond (the Council, Town of East Windsor,
or another entity) and describe the release procedure.

77. Provide examples of bonding structures used for other Connecticut solar projects of
comparable scale and their current face values.



78. Confirm whether the bond will cover site restoration, soil testing, and off-site damage
repair in addition to equipment removal.

Recycling and Waste-Disposal Facilities (Nos. 79 — 83)
79. Identify all recycling or waste-disposal facilities expected to receive removed panels,

racking, and electrical equipment at end of life.

80. Provide documentation that each facility is licensed to handle photovoltaic modules and
hazardous materials under CT DEEP regulations.

81. Explain whether GPS will maintain a take-back agreement with panel manufacturers and
provide copies of such agreements if executed.

82. Quantify the expected percentage of materials to be recycled versus landfilled and describe
how those rates will be verified.

83. Describe procedures for handling broken or damaged modules containing lead or cadmium
and identify the chain of custody for waste transport.

Soil Decompaction and Restoration Procedures (Nos. 84 — 86)

84. Provide a detailed sequence of restoration activities including equipment removal, racking
pull-out, grading, ripping, and re-seeding.

85. Identify the equipment and methods to be used for soil decompaction and confirm that
they meet NRCS Standards No. 324 and No. 326.

86. Describe how soil restoration success will be measured and certified (e.g., penetration-
resistance tests, organic-matter analysis, yield comparisons with baseline farmland).

SECTION IV — Public Representation and Accountability

SECTION VI — Council on Environmental Quality (CQE) Findings Integration

87. Provide documentation of all consultation with the Connecticut Department of Agriculture
(DOAG) regarding soil-restoration practices, consistent with the Connecticut Council on
Environmental Quality (CEQ) recommendation dated August 27 2025.

88. Identify the total acreage of critical terrestrial habitat (CTH) retained west of Wapping
Road and specify the percentage of undisturbed forest canopy remaining.

89. Confirm whether GPS will limit development within that habitat to no more than 25
percent as advised by CEQ.

90. Commit to conducting a post-construction operational noise study verifying compliance
with the 55 dBA residential noise limit and describe how results will be reported to the Siting
Council.



91. Provide any third-party data or case studies demonstrating successful farmland-soil
restoration following removal of large-scale solar installations in Connecticut.

92. Provide a cumulative impact assessment quantifying the total acreage of active farmland
converted to solar development within the Connecticut River Valley since 2020, and how this
project contributes to statewide agricultural loss identified by CEQ.

93. Provide updated maps and tables identifying the four parcels (4—7) that DEEP confirms
contain 100 % prime farmland soils, and describe mitigation steps to protect those soils.

94. Provide the specific location and acreage of the “five acres managed for tulip or tobacco
farming and bee hives,” as referenced in DEEP’s October 1 2025 letter.

95. Confirm whether sheep grazing will occur only on Parcels 4 and 5, as stated by DEEP, and
explain why no grazing or soil-enrichment measures are proposed elsewhere.

96. Provide updated forest-clearing totals (46 acres) and identify whether GPS will commit to
DEEP’s recommended 100-ft riparian buffers along Dry Brook and Ketch Brook.

97. Provide evidence of registration for all detention basins with DEEP Dam Safety and a
copy of the new Stormwater Construction General Permit application.

98. State whether GPS has adopted DEEP’s recommendations for fence gaps and re-
vegetation around the Parcel 2 vernal-pool buffer.

99. Explain why the Decommissioning Plan lacks a financial bond as required by Public Act
23-163 and recommended by DEEP.

100. Update the Viewshed Analysis to include the Graham Road and Wapping Road
residences identified by DEEP and describe the robust screening plan proposed.

101. Provide quantitative benthic macroinvertebrate and fish-community data for Ketch Brook
and Dry Brook, upstream and downstream of both the original Gravel Pit Solar facility and the
proposed Expansion, as recommended by REMA Ecological Services.

102. Explain why no cumulative-impact assessment was performed for the combined 120 MW
+ 30 MW solar arrays despite expert testimony showing 27.8 % impervious-cover saturation
within the Ketch Brook sub-basin, exceeding the 10-20 % biological-impairment threshold
recognized by CT DEEP.

103. Provide updated impervious-cover calculations for the full Gravel Pit Solar complex and
supporting modeling showing compliance with DEEP and CEPA cumulative-impact
requirements.

104. Describe what wildlife-connectivity modeling or fence-design modifications have been
made to avoid the “barrier-effect-at-scale” identified by REMA, and state whether 6-inch

fence gaps will be installed throughout.

105. Provide thermal-modeling results for PV heat-island and runoff warming effects on



Ketch Brook’s designated cold-water fishery, including loss of riparian shade and increases in
stream temperature.

106. Identify all infiltration-test methods used in the project’s Stormwater Management Report
and explain why percolation tests were substituted for ASTM-approved double-ring
infiltrometer or permeameter testing required by the 2024 CT Stormwater Quality Manual.

107. Provide revised hydrologic modeling demonstrating compliance with Standard 2 of the
2024 CT Stormwater Quality Manual (post-development 2-year, 24-hour peak discharge < 50
% of pre-development flow).

108. Quantify the nitrogen and phosphorus pollutant loads from atmospheric deposition within
the Ketch Brook watershed and include those inputs in a revised pollutant-loading analysis, as
recommended by REMA.

109. Describe mitigation measures to prevent phototactic “ecological traps” for dragonflies
and other aquatic insects caused by panel reflectivity, and provide any supporting design
documentation or research.

110. Provide avian-species baseline and post-construction monitoring data verifying that the
proposed pollinator and grazing management plans will sustain or improve species richness
compared with pre-construction agricultural conditions.

111. Explain how sheep grazing and limited pollinator strips will produce measurable
ecological or soil-health benefits rather than merely vegetation maintenance, and identify any
independent agronomic oversight proposed.

112. Provide any DEEP or third-party certification verifying that the project’s storm-water
plan meets all requirements for cold-water fisheries protection and cumulative-impact
mitigation under CEPA and the 2024 CT Stormwater Quality Manual.

Filing Notes

“Exhibit NP-G — Interrogatories Derived from REMA Ecological Services Testimony.”

In your cover summary, add one sentence:istei‘Exhibit NP-G incorporates interrogatories based
on the Sept 24 2025 prefiled expert testimony of George T. Logan, MS, PWS, CSE, REMA
Ecological Services, documenting cumulative watershed degradation, storm-water non-

compliance, and ecological impacts to Ketch Brook.”

113. Provide cumulative-impact analysis demonstrating why East Windsor (9 % of its land
area devoted to solar) should bear 19.85 % of all CSC-approved projects.

114. Explain how this proposal aligns with APA Smart Growth Principles (Farmland
Protection and Conservation of Environmental Resources).

115. Describe how the project addresses Environmental Justice proximity (Tract 5351.02
Block 3) as noted in D’ Amato testimony.



116. Provide evidence that this expansion complies with the Town’s adopted Zoning
Regulations (Aug 1 2025) prohibiting solar as a primary use.

117. Identify alternative locations or brownfield sites considered to reduce over-concentration
of solar within East Windsor.

Respectfully submitted,
Nicole Paradise — Intervenor

Broad Brook, Connecticut 06016
Date: October 23, 2025



