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1                      (Begin:  6:30 p.m.)
2
3 THE VICE CHAIR:  Good evening, ladies and gentlemen.
4      This hearing is called to order this Thursday,
5      October 9, 2025, at 6:30 p.m.  My name is John
6      Morissette, Vice Chair of the Connecticut Siting
7      Council.
8           Other members of the council are Eric
9      Hammerling, the temporary designee for
10      Commissioner Katie Dykes of the Department of
11      Energy and Environmental Protection; Quat Nguyen,
12      designee for Marissa Paslick Gillett of the Public
13      Utilities Regulatory Authority; Chance Carter; and
14      Khristine Hall.
15           Members of the staff are Executive Director
16      Melanie Bachman, Siting Analyst Michael Perrone,
17      and Administrative Support Dakota Lafountain.
18           If you haven't done so already, I ask that
19      everyone please mute their computer audio and
20      telephones now.
21            This is a continuation of the public hearing
22      that began at 2 p.m. this afternoon.  A copy of
23      the prepared agenda is available on the Council's
24      website along with a record of this matter, the
25      public hearing notice, instructions for public
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1      access to this public hearing, and the Council's
2      citizen's guide to the Siting Council's
3      procedures.
4           This hearing is held pursuant to the
5      provisions of Title 16 of the Connecticut General
6      Statutes and of the Uniform Administrative
7      Procedure Act upon the reopening of the Gravel Pit
8      Solar certificate of environmental compatibility
9      and public need for the construction, maintenance,
10      and operation of a 120-megawatt AC solar
11      photovoltaic electric-generating facility on eight
12      parcels generally located to the east and west of
13      the Amtrak and Connecticut Rail lines, south of
14      Apothecaries Hill Road, and north of the South
15      Windsor town border in East Windsor, Connecticut,
16      and the associated electrical interconnection
17      based on changed conditions.
18           On May 15, 2025, the Council, pursuant to the
19      request filed by the Gravel Pit Solar and the
20      provisions of Connecticut General Statute Section
21      4-180a, Subsection B, reopened the Gravel Pit
22      Solar certificate to consider the construction,
23      maintenance, and operation of an additional 30
24      megawatts of capacity on adjacent parcels.  The
25      Council's legal notice of the date and time of
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1      this public hearing was published in the Journal
2      Inquirer on June 3, 2025.
3           Upon this Council's request, the certificate
4      holder erected a sign at the access drive of the
5      proposed facility expansion parcel along the west
6      side of Wapping Road and a sign at the access
7      drive of the proposed solar facility expansion
8      parcel along the southeast side of Wapping Road so
9      as to inform the public of the name of the
10      certificate holder, the type of facility
11      expansion, the public hearing date, and contact
12      information for the Council, including the website
13      and phone number.
14           As a reminder to all, off-the-record
15      communication with a member of the Council or a
16      member of the Council's staff upon the merits of
17      this application is prohibited by law.
18           This public comment session is reserved for
19      members of the public who signed up to make brief
20      statements.  These limited appearance statements
21      are not subject to questions from the parties or
22      the Council, and members of the public making
23      statements may not ask questions of the parties or
24      the Council.
25           In accordance with the public hearing notice
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1      and in fairness to everyone who signed up to
2      speak, these public statements will be limited to
3      three minutes.  Please be advised that written
4      comments may be submitted by any person within 30
5      days of this public hearing.  I will wish to note
6      that parties and interveners, including their
7      representatives, witnesses, and members are not
8      allowed to participate in the public comment
9      session.
10           I also wish to note for those who are
11      listening and for the benefit of your friends and
12      neighbors who are unable to join us for the public
13      comment session that you or they may send written
14      statements to the Council within 30 days of the
15      date hereof by mail or by e-mail.  Please be
16      advised that any person may be removed from the
17      public comment session at the discretion of the
18      Council.
19           We ask that each person making limited
20      appearance statements in this proceeding to
21      confine his or her statements to the subject
22      matter before the Council, and to avoid
23      unreasonable repetition so that we may hear all
24      the concerns you and your neighbors may have.
25           Please be advised that the Council cannot
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1      answer questions from the public about the
2      proposal.
3           A verbatim transcript will be made of this
4      hearing and will be deposited at the East Windsor
5      Town Clerk's office for the convenience of the
6      public.
7           At this time, I request the certificate
8      holder to make a very brief presentation to the
9      public describing the proposed facility.  I
10      understand Jonathan Gravel will be making that
11      presentation.
12           Mr. Gravel?
13 JONATHAN GRAVEL:  Thank you, Mr. Morissette.  Good
14      evening and thank you for being here tonight.
15           My name is Jon Gravel, and I'm here on behalf
16      of Gravel Pit Solar expansion project.  The
17      project is being developed by DESRI Holdings, LP,
18      or DESRI for short.
19           I appreciate the opportunity to speak
20      regarding the Siting Council's Docket 492A, which
21      is a request to modify and expand the existing
22      120-megawatt Gravel Pit Solar facility with an
23      additional 30 megawatts of solar.  The expansion
24      project areas are located near Dempsey Road,
25      Wapping Road, Barber Hill Road in East Windsor,
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1      Connecticut.
2            As you can see in the screen, if you can
3      see, I just want to highlight the existing
4      substation and our array areas are in blue, and
5      where also you can see the Gravel Pit original
6      project in the background, too.
7           The expansion project areas have been
8      carefully chosen to minimize impacts to community
9      and environment.  The proposed solar arrays will
10      interconnect with the existing Eversource
11      transmission system utilizing the new substations
12      that were recently constructed between 2023 and
13      224.  The approach of utilizing existing
14      infrastructure minimizes disturbance and avoids
15      unnecessary infrastructure duplication elsewhere
16      in East Windsor.
17           Importantly, the project is sited on lands
18      that are characterized as brownfields due to
19      decades of pesticide applications.  The lands
20      comprise primarily of tobacco fields, existing
21      gravel lines and forested lands.
22           DESRI is a long-term clean energy owner and
23      operator with projects across the United States
24      including two operating facilities in Connecticut,
25      Tobacco Valley Solar in Simsbury and Fusion Solar
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1      in Sprague.  DESRI's approach is to build and own
2      projects for the long term.  These ensure lasting
3      community relationships, environmental
4      stewardship, and operational reliability.
5           The Gravel Pit team consists of experts,
6      engineers, scientists and planners that draw from
7      years of experience and expertise to design a
8      project that minimizes impacts to sensitive
9      environmental resources.  DESRI has learned from a
10      lot of their projects in Connecticut and from
11      across the US, specifically in areas such as
12      stormwater, soil preservation, ecological
13      restoration, and preservation, which helps ensure
14      the project deliver clean energy and safe for the
15      host community.
16           The expansion project is designed to avoid
17      wetlands, water courses, groundwater resources.
18      The project will minimize impacts to wildlife
19      resources and will block out unwanted activities
20      such as ATV and other illicit activities that
21      impact the environment, especially the Ketch Brook
22      riparian areas.
23           The project will also continue to provide
24      strong local economic benefits, including
25      sustained tax revenue for East Windsor,

Page 10

Sanders, Gale & Russell | A Plus Reporting
Veritext Companies www.veritext.com



1      good-paying jobs with local employment
2      opportunities during construction, and a long-term
3      community partnership, while at the same time
4      supporting Connecticut's long-term renewable
5      portfolio standards and goals by increasing the
6      availability of clean, affordable power on the
7      local and regional electrical grid.
8           Thank you for your time.
9 THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you, Mr. Gravel.
10           We'll now call on Joseph Toner to make a
11      public statement followed by Michael Grabowski.
12           Joseph Toner, please.  Good evening.
13           Joseph Toner?
14
15                        (No response.)
16
17 THE VICE CHAIR:  We'll now move on to Michael
18      Grabowski, followed by Thomas Fahey.
19           Michael Grabowski?
20 MICHAEL GRABOWSKI:  Hello.
21 THE VICE CHAIR:  Good evening.
22 MICHAEL GRABOWSKI:  I apologize for my video.  It's not
23      working right now, but I am Mike Grabowski.  I'm
24      president of the Hartford Building Trades, and I
25      am speaking in support of this project.  One of
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1      the many reasons is the fact that it's creating
2      jobs for many of the residents in the area in the
3      surrounding towns.
4           The first phase of this project with the
5      trades that were involved, just my trade alone,
6      being the laborers, we had up to 70 of my members
7      working on that project for over a year.  And this
8      time with jobs dwindling, I think this would be a
9      big economic boost to the area with good-paying
10      jobs, people that are -- that have health care
11      with union jobs.  And I just feel it's an economic
12      need right now for the area.  And that's the end
13      of my statement.
14           Thank you.
15 THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you, Mr. Grabowski.  I will now
16      call upon Thomas Fahey, followed by Rich Levesque.
17           Thomas Fahey, please?  Mr. Fahey.
18
19                        (No response.)
20
21 THE VICE CHAIR:  I will now call upon Rich Levesque,
22      followed by Michael Neely.
23           Rich Levesque, please?
24 RICHARD LEVESQUE:  Good evening.  My name is Rich
25      Levesque.  I live at 6 Jesse Lane in Broad Brook.
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1 THE VICE CHAIR:  Good evening.
2 RICHARD LEVESQUE:  Six years ago, my wife and I were
3      looking to downsize and build a new home in
4      preparation for retirement.  We researched many
5      communities as the best location that would
6      support our lifestyle and family needs.  We chose
7      the new development in Broad Brook for the
8      quietness, the rolling meadows, landscape and, of
9      course, geographic location close to our kids and
10      grandkids.
11           We also did our due diligence, as I'm sure
12      most of you would do, in regards to the zoning
13      around the Jesse Lane development to make sure we
14      weren't buying a lot that would eventually be
15      close to any potential commercial-industrial
16      development in the future.  All the town records
17      showed that all this land surrounding, not only
18      this development, but all surrounding
19      neighborhoods as zoned for agriculture and
20      residential use.
21           Two years later, to our surprise, an
22      industrial solar field was installed across the
23      street on Middle Road.  I won't get into all the
24      issues we've been dealing with and continue to
25      deal with from noise, dead plants, fires.
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1           So, what are we doing?  For what?  A few
2      megawatts of electricity?  That's insignificant to
3      the overall production and demand in our state.
4      In 2024, the state of Connecticut generated
5      roughly 44,000 megawatts of electricity.  What's
6      disturbing is the state only consumed roughly
7      24,000 megawatts.  This means we produce
8      significantly more electricity than we need in the
9      state.
10           According to a report by Professor Carstensen
11      from the University of Connecticut, who is the
12      Professor of Finance and Economics, he states that
13      in 2023, Connecticut exported 49 percent of its
14      electricity it generated.  If the State wants to
15      reduce its carbon footprint, it can be done simply
16      by reducing the amount of electricity it exports
17      and shut down some of the natural-gas generators.
18           A hundred megawatts electricity is roughly .2
19      percent of what the total state produces, but it's
20      taken up 500-plus acres for every hundred
21      megawatts.  Now we're looking to take up another
22      200 acres for 30 megawatts.  And not only is this
23      100 megawatts, 130 megawatts insignificant
24      overall, but it's intermediate.  It only produces
25      it when it's sunny.  Now we're getting into the

Page 14

Sanders, Gale & Russell | A Plus Reporting
Veritext Companies www.veritext.com



1      fall and winter season.  It's not producing a
2      hundred megawatts.
3           So, why would we continue to destroy
4      thousands of acres of prime land, cut down acres
5      of trees in our community and neighborhoods that
6      has negative impacts on our farmers, our home
7      values, our wildlife, our quality of life for an
8      insignificant amount of electricity and
9      insignificant impact to carbon footprint?
10           The governor stated in an interview that he
11      doesn't want to infringe on private property with
12      any solar installations, but that's exactly what's
13      happening.  The solar panels may not directly
14      infringe on private land, but it most certainly
15      infringes on neighboring properties, farmers, and
16      the residents of East Windsor.
17           I ask this Siting Council to reject the
18      petition for, not only to Gravel Pit expansion,
19      but for all future petitions for additional solar
20      installations in our agriculture and residential
21      communities.  It's the right thing to do.  We have
22      to stop this insanity.
23           Thank you.
24 THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you.
25           I'll call upon Michael Neely, followed by
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1      Scott Munson.  Michael Neely, please?
2           Michael Neely?
3
4                       (No response.)
5
6 THE VICE CHAIR:  I'll now call upon Scott Munson.
7           Scott Munson, please?  Scott Munson?
8
9                       (No response.)
10
11 THE VICE CHAIR:  And I'll call upon David Shea,
12      followed by Justin Damone.  David Shea, please?
13 DAVID SHEA:  Good evening.
14 THE VICE CHAIR:  Good evening.
15 DAVID SHEA:  My name is Dave Shea, and I live at 96
16      Griffin Road in Broad Brook.  I work for Local 35
17      Electrical Union.  I just want to say I live in
18      East Windsor and have no plans of relocating even
19      after I retire.
20           I worked on the original Gravel Pit project
21      as a general foreman for the electrical
22      contractor.  This job alone supplied hundreds and
23      hundreds of skilled tradespeople long-term
24      well-paying jobs.
25           I was the first electrician on site and the
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1      last one to close out the job.  The quality of how
2      the project was built was outstanding by all union
3      trades.  Safety to all union workers is very high
4      and never negotiable.  Our contractor had a safety
5      trailer and a supervisor on site at all times, and
6      there was no price to be put on making sure
7      everyone worked safely.  Proper PPE was supplied
8      and worn at all times, and at the end of the day
9      we sent everyone home to their families.
10           As one of my larger responsibilities on the
11      job was town inspections, I met on a daily basis
12      with the building official for months on end.  I
13      would walk him through every area we were working
14      on daily so he could inspect our work.  We would
15      supply him prints and information and
16      documentation to whatever the Town needed.  I
17      would spend extra time just showing him some of
18      the equipment and how it worked to keep him up to
19      speed, and show the quality work that goes into a
20      large-scale project like this.  From safety to
21      quality to housekeeping was outstanding on this
22      project.
23           As for me who lives in East Windsor, I care
24      about how projects like this are built.  It really
25      makes a difference that this company chose to hire
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1      all union labor to benefit our town.  I support
2      the expansion project and just want to say thank
3      you for giving me the opportunity to speak on
4      behalf of the project.
5 THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you, Mr. Shea.
6           I'll call upon Justin Damone.
7 JUSTIN DAMONE:  Good evening.
8 THE VICE CHAIR:  Good evening.
9 JUSTIN DAMONE:  I'm here to support the expansion of
10      this project.  I worked on the first project as a
11      labor foreman.  I'm a member of Line Unit Local
12      230.
13           The first job provided us with, as Mike
14      Grabowski stated, about 70 jobs for our union.
15      This expansion would mean a lot to our union,
16      provide a lot of good-paying jobs which are
17      middle-class jobs that we need in Connecticut.
18           While working on the job, it was always safe.
19      We always kept the area clean for the residents
20      around.  One of the main things that the
21      contractor wanted was to make sure that everything
22      was clean.  There was no garbage left around just
23      so there was no problems in the neighborhoods for
24      the residents, and it was always a safe site.
25           And that's my statement.  Thank you.
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1 THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you, Justin.
2           I'll call upon Stephen Wise followed by
3      Michael Jalbert.  Stephen Wise?  Stephen Wise?
4
5                        (No response.)
6
7 THE VICE CHAIR:  I'll now call upon Michael Jalbert.
8           Michael Jalbert?
9 MICHAEL JALBERT:  Yeah, this is Michael Jalbert.
10 THE VICE CHAIR:  Good evening.
11 MICHAEL JALBERT:  I've been an Ellington resident for
12      over 20 years, a Connecticut resident my whole
13      life, a member of Local 230 for over 10 years.
14           I worked on the first project.  It was one of
15      the cleanest sites I've been on, the safest site
16      going.  It provided some real-world training
17      opportunities for some of our newer guys.
18           I'm in support of the expansion because it
19      would provide long-term work for me and income for
20      my family, and I'm definitely proud to work on the
21      first site.  And I'm hoping the expansion passes.
22           Thank you.
23 THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you.
24           I'll call upon Frank Bonzani.
25           Frank Bonzani, please?
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1 FRANK BONZANI:  Good evening.
2 THE VICE CHAIR:  Good evening.
3 FRANK BONZANI:  My name is Frank Bonzani.  I'm a Local
4      478 Operating Engineers member and I was a steward
5      on the first project, and I'm proud to stand here
6      in support of the Gravel Pit Solar expansion.
7           The project isn't just about clean energy.
8      It's about good jobs for Connecticut workers.  By
9      using union labor, DESRI is making sure that
10      people who build this facility earn wages and
11      benefits that can support a family while keeping
12      money circling right here in our communities.
13           And union apprenticeship programs are the
14      gold standard in training, and projects like this
15      give young workers a chance to learn the craft the
16      right way safely, earning real skills that last a
17      lifetime.  He safety and quality are never
18      negotiable on a union job, and we bring the
19      experience to deliver this project right, on
20      schedule, and to the highest standards, and like
21      everyone else said, as clean as possible for all
22      the communities nearby.
23           Most importantly, we are all local workers.
24      We live here, we shop here, we raise our families
25      here, and we take pride in leaving work that our
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1      neighbors can respect.  This project is an
2      investment, not just in clean energy, but in
3      Connecticut's people and its future.
4           Thank you very much.  I totally support this
5      project.
6 THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you, Frank.
7           I'll call upon State Representative Jaime
8      Foster.  Good evening, Representative Foster.
9 REP. FOSTER (57th District):  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
10           Good evening to Mr. Vice Chairman and the
11      members of the Council.  For the record, my name
12      is State Representative Jaime Foster, and I
13      represent the towns of East Windsor, Ellington,
14      and Vernon.  I appreciate the opportunity to speak
15      today regarding the proposed expansion to the
16      Gravel Pit Solar project under the reopened Docket
17      492A.
18           I have submitted a significantly more
19      detailed written testimony for the record, but I
20      want to summarize several key concerns.  And I
21      want to point out, after the audience that I
22      followed, I think it's important to note that this
23      opposition of this singular expansion does not
24      reflect the general sentiment of opposition of
25      union-employed grid-scale solars in other areas,
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1      just specifically applying to this one project.
2           This hearing is about a project that's
3      already been built and is operating, one that our
4      community engaged with extensively when it was
5      first approved in 2021, and is in context of
6      several other projects that are approved and many
7      more, large ones pending, that have been raised as
8      concerns by this community.
9           These processes are exhaustive and residents,
10      local officials, and landowners, once a decision
11      is made, accept the outcome as final.  To now
12      consider an expansion of a project that's bigger
13      than most of the other projects that are sited
14      independently after years of disruption and burden
15      sends a troubling message to our community that
16      even completed projects are never truly settled.
17           East Windsor has done its part many times
18      over.  Our town hosts more utility-scale solar
19      than any other municipality in the state.  The
20      cumulative impacts have been profound; productive
21      farmland has been converted, our tax base has been
22      reduced, and municipal staff are tied up in
23      ongoing disputes over late or delinquent tax
24      payments from developers, including this one, and
25      fire resources to respond to brush fires on sites.
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1           Because many of these facilities were
2      approved before the Legislature adopted the
3      uniform capacity tax, this Council failed to
4      consider the significant economic disruption that
5      this community faces, and this has left local
6      governments to shoulder uncertainty and lost
7      revenue in a general stance of the Siting Council
8      of siting and forgetting the impacts that are
9      happening in the community.
10           The existing Gravel Pit Solar site has been
11      poorly maintained.  Vegetation has been neglected,
12      creating an eyesore and a safety hazard.  This is
13      not my opinion.  This is a complaint I routinely
14      get in my state rep inbox and pass along to the
15      lobbyists who represent this firm.
16           The brush fire at the site required a full
17      emergency response, draining already sparse
18      municipal resources, and our volunteer fire
19      department and emergency crews should not have to
20      absorb the cost of responding to problems that
21      stem from an inadequate site management by
22      well-resourced corporations.
23           Residents have been told, sometimes
24      explicitly, that challenging these arrangements
25      could jeopardize future investments or bringing
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1      unwanted attention to the Town, which is why it
2      was important earlier today when the Town
3      referenced the expansion for Saltbox Solar,
4      because we have been told that we will likely see
5      one or the other, and it's unlikely that we'll be
6      able to block both.  That kind of pressure is
7      unfair.  It discourages civic participation and
8      makes communities that feel like they must quietly
9      bear the burden while the large-scale projects
10      line up and continue to get passed and approved
11      despite mounting local opposition.
12           I also want to express serious concern about
13      today's proceedings.  There's a Connecticut Siting
14      Councilmember who is excluded from participation
15      today.  He is a constituent of mine and duly
16      appointed to this Council by the Speaker of the
17      House.  He was excluded from participation, and I
18      find this exclusion deeply troubling and
19      inconsistent with the principles of fairness and
20      transparency that should guide this body.  In my
21      review of the Council's regulations and governing
22      statutes, it remains unclear why there would be a
23      conflict that would be sustained by statute or
24      regulation that would exclude his participation.
25           Even more troubling is that a developer is
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1      offered the opportunity to request a member's
2      disqualification simply because they expect there
3      might be a concern of support or the perception of
4      a quandary.  That is further evidence of the
5      incredible unbalance and influence that developers
6      are able to wield before this Council.  Every duly
7      appointed member deserves the right to participate
8      fully, especially when decisions of such
9      consequence for local communities are at stake.
10           For all these reasons and for the significant
11      undue burden my community has already felt under
12      the multiple solar projects that have already been
13      sited by this Council and then promptly forgotten
14      and not supported, I urge the Council to deny
15      approval of this expansion.  And if any
16      modifications are deemed necessary, they should be
17      narrowly limited to true technical corrections and
18      not increase the project's footprint or deepen its
19      environmental or visual impacts.
20           And I want to highlight here that it should
21      not in any way further the economic burden that my
22      community is already shouldering.  East Windsor
23      has supported Connecticut's renewable energy goals
24      in good faith.  We have supported stewardship of
25      well-paying union jobs in these projects, but we
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1      cannot continue to do so at the expense of
2      farmland that's feeding the herds in our
3      community, at the expense of our taxpayers, and at
4      the expense of public trust, which has already
5      been eroded.  Upholding fairness and
6      accountability and balance in siting decisions is
7      essential if renewable energy is to remain a
8      credible and equitable source of energy across our
9      state.
10           I want to thank the Council for their time
11      and for your continued commitment to transparency
12      and responsible decision making.
13           Thank you.
14 THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you, Representative Foster, and
15      thank you for coming out this evening.
16           Okay.  We're going to go back and see if some
17      of the participants joined us.
18           Joseph Toner, have you joined us?
19 JOSEPH TONER:  Yes, I have.  And do you have me?  I'm
20      on my phone.  I couldn't log in.
21 THE VICE CHAIR:  Yeah, I can.
22 JOSEPH TONER:  Are you there, Mr. Chairman?
23 THE VICE CHAIR:  I can hear you.  Thank you.
24 JOSEPH TONER:  Oh, thank you.  So, thank you for the
25      time.  My name is Joe Toner.  I'm the Executive
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1      Director with the Connecticut State Building
2      Trades representing over 30,000 hard-working men
3      and women in the unionized construction industry,
4      and I do stand in favor of this project, not only
5      just for the obvious reason -- but we'll state it.
6      We had many of our members speak earlier.  These
7      are good-paying union jobs, self-sustaining,
8      family-sustaining jobs, career jobs that young
9      people are coming in.  They're being able to live
10      in one of the most expensive states in the country
11      and being trained at the same time.
12           So, the first portion of the project was very
13      successful.  We had hundreds of thousands of
14      manhours, as was spoken.  Over 90 percent of the
15      folks on the project were local folks.  So, all
16      that money was being regenerated within the
17      communities from -- these folks are coming from,
18      not only their communities, but East Windsor.  So,
19      we're proud of that fact.
20           I think the second fact that's probably -- is
21      just as important is making sure that the State of
22      Connecticut is able to transfer from fossil fuels
23      to renewable energy.  And this is a perfect
24      example of having a project that's going to help
25      on the grid, and it's going to actually help
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1      ratepayers bring their rates down.
2           With the uncertainty that we're following
3      right now with the federal government with the
4      offshore wind and the back -- the backup of not
5      being able to get gas permitted in the State of
6      Connecticut, or all of New England to say we are
7      really up against it, and if we don't figure out a
8      way how to get some of these projects through
9      without all this opposition, there will be
10      brownouts and blackouts in the future in the state
11      of Connecticut.  The project is zoned for the
12      work.  The work is going to help alleviate the
13      pressure on the grid, and it's also going to
14      create good-paying jobs.
15           Very rarely do we in the building trades
16      stand on the same side with the environmentalists.
17      For many years the environmentalists were against
18      many of our projects for a fossil-fuel project.
19      This is an opportunity and we're proud to say that
20      we are walking hand in hand with the
21      environmentalists to make sure that these
22      renewable energy projects are being done with
23      union labor, and I think that's very important.
24           For many years, as I stated earlier, we would
25      go to many of these meetings and with the same
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1      folks, some of the same folks on the board tonight
2      telling the powerhouse is a perfect example, and
3      we would be at opposition with the
4      environmentalists.  They would say they supported
5      the union labor on the project.  They supported
6      our people, and we're glad that they're behind us
7      on this project to make sure that renewable energy
8      is going to be part of the portfolio in the State
9      of Connecticut.
10           So, I do urge the committee to vote in favor
11      of this project for, not only for the sake of our
12      people going to work every day and creating more
13      opportunities, but really helping all of the
14      ratepayers in the state of Connecticut, and
15      helping keep consistency with their electric bills
16      and actually helping to bring them down.
17           Once again, the offshore wind stuff is
18      uncertain.  We were able to get our portion
19      through right now that we're doing, but
20      sunshine -- the next portion of the offshore wind
21      is going to be uncertain.  So, we don't know what
22      that's going to look like.
23           Thank you for the time and we're looking
24      forward to putting our people to work up in East
25      Windsor.
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1 THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you, Mr. Toner.
2           I'll now call upon Thomas Fahey.
3           Thomas Fahey, please?
4 THOMAS FAHEY:  Hi.  Yeah, sorry.  My mic was not
5      working earlier.  I apologize.
6 THE VICE CHAIR:  No problem.  Go right ahead.
7           Good evening.
8 THOMAS FAHEY:  Good evening.  So, I live at 17 Barber
9      Hill Road here in East Windsor, and I'm standing
10      at the site that is being proposed to be turned
11      into solar panels.  And I just wanted to say for
12      the record that I am opposed to this.  I'm against
13      it.
14           This is a place where I've lived my entire
15      life.  There's been multiple types of tobacco
16      grown here.  It's a very good thing for our
17      economy, because it's very specific to our area.
18      It's the Connecticut River Valley.  This is one of
19      the only areas this can be done.  Solar can be
20      done in basically any place that gets the sun,
21      which is a lot more places than here.
22           And that's really all I have to say.  That's
23      about it.
24           Thank you.
25 THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you, Mr. Fahey.

Page 30

Sanders, Gale & Russell | A Plus Reporting
Veritext Companies www.veritext.com



1           I'll call upon Michael Neely.  Michael Neely,
2      please?  Michael Neely?
3
4                        (No response.)
5
6 THE VICE CHAIR:  Okay.  We'll move on to Scott Munson.
7      Scott?  Scott Munson, please?
8
9                        (No response.)
10
11 THE VICE CHAIR:  I'll call upon Steven Wise.
12           Steven Wise?  Steven Wise?
13
14                        (No response.)
15
16 THE VICE CHAIR:  Well, thank you, everyone.  That
17      concludes our public comment session.
18           The Council announces that it will continue
19      the evidentiary session of this public hearing on
20      Tuesday, November 18, 2025, at 2 p.m., via Zoom
21      remote conferencing.  A copy of the agenda for the
22      continued evidentiary hearing will be available on
23      the Council's website along with a record of this
24      matter, the public hearing notice, instructions
25      for public access to the evidentiary hearing
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1      session, and the Council's citizens' guide to the
2      Siting Council's procedures.
3           Please note that anyone who has not become a
4      party or intervener but who desires to make his or
5      her views known to the Council may file written
6      statements with the Council until the public
7      comment period closes.
8           Copies of the transcript of this hearing will
9      be filed at the East Windsor Town Clerk's office.
10           I hereby declare this hearing adjourned, and
11      thank you, everyone, for your participation.
12           Good evening.
13
14                       (End:  7:06 p.m.)
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
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1                          CERTIFICATE
2
3           I hereby certify that the foregoing 32 pages
4      are a complete and accurate computer-aided
5      transcription of my original verbatim notes taken
6      of the teleconference PUBLIC COMMENT HEARING of
7      THE CONNECTICUT SITING COUNCIL in Re:  DOCKET NO.
8      492A, GRAVEL PIT SOLAR CERTIFICATE OF
9      ENVIRONMENTAL COMPATIBILITY AND PUBLIC NEED FOR
10      THE CONSTRUCTION, MAINTENANCE, AND OPERATION OF A
11      120-MEGAWATT-AC SOLAR PHOTOVOLTAIC
12      ELECTRIC-GENERATING FACILITY ON EIGHT PARCELS
13      GENERALLY LOCATED TO THE EAST AND WEST OF THE
14      AMTRAK AND CONNECTICUT RAIL LINE, SOUTH OF
15      APOTHECARIES HALL ROAD AND NORTH OF THE SOUTH
16      WINDSOR TOWN BOUNDARY IN EAST WINDSOR,
17      CONNECTICUT, AND ASSOCIATED ELECTRICAL
18      INTERCONNECTION, which was held before JOHN
19      MORISSETTE, THE VICE CHAIR, on October 9, 2025.
20
21
22                          <%35318,Signature%>
23

                    Robert G. Dixon, CVR-M 857
24                     Notary Public

                    My Commission Expires:  6/30/2030
25
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