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1                      (Begin:  2:00 p.m.)
2
3 THE VICE CHAIR:  Good afternoon, ladies and gentlemen.
4      Can everybody hear me okay?
5           Thank you very much.
6           Ladies and gentlemen, this public hearing is
7      called to order this Thursday, October 9, 2025, at
8      2 p.m.  My name is John Morissette, Vice Chair of
9      the Connecticut Siting Council.  Other members of
10      the Council are Eric Hammerling, temporary
11      designee for Commissioner Katie Dykes of the
12      Department of Energy and Environmental Protection;
13      Quat Nguyen, designee for Chairman Marissa Paslick
14      Gillett of the Public Utilities Regulatory
15      Authority; Chance Carter; and Khristine Hall.
16           Members of the staff are Executive Director
17      Melanie Bachman, Siting Analyst Michael Perrone,
18      and Administrative Support Lisa Fontaine.
19           If you haven't done so already, I ask that
20      everyone please mute their computer audio and/or
21      telephones now.  Thank you.
22           This hearing is held pursuant to the
23      provisions of Title 16 of the Connecticut General
24      Statutes and of the Uniform Administrative
25      Procedure Act upon the reopening of the Gravel Pit
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1      Solar certificate of environmental compatibility
2      and public need for the construction, maintenance,
3      and operation of a 120-megawatt AC solar
4      photovoltaic electric-generating facility on eight
5      parcels, generally located to the east and west of
6      the Amtrak and Connecticut Rail lines, south of
7      Apothecaries Hall Road, and north of the South
8      Windsor town border in East Windsor, Connecticut,
9      the associated electrical interconnection and
10      based on changed condition.
11           On May 15, 2025, the Council, pursuant to a
12      request filed by Gravel Pit Solar and the
13      provisions of the Connecticut General Statutes
14      Section 4-181a, Subsection B, reopened the Gravel
15      Pit Solar certificate to consider the
16      construction, maintenance, and operation of an
17      additional 30 megawatts of capacity on adjacent
18      parcels.
19           The Council's legal notice of the date and
20      time of this public hearing was published in the
21      Journal Inquirer on June 3, 2025.  Upon this
22      Council's request, the certificate holder erected
23      a sign at the access drive of the proposed solar
24      facility expansion parcel along the west side of
25      Wapping Road, and a sign at the access drive of
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1      the proposed solar facility expansion parcel along
2      the southeast side of Wapping Road so as to inform
3      the public of the name of the certificate holder,
4      the type of facility expansion, the public hearing
5      date and contact information for the Council,
6      including the website and phone number.
7           As a reminder to all, off-the-record
8      communication with a member of the Council or a
9      member of the Council's staff upon the merits of
10      this application is prohibited by law.
11           The parties and intervenors to the proceeding
12      are as follows.
13           The certificate holder Gravel Pit Solar, it's
14      representative David. W. Bogan, Esquire, of Day
15      Pitney, LLP.
16           The party, Town of East Windsor, its
17      representative Jesse A. Langer, Esquire, of
18      Updike, Kelly & Spellacy.
19           Intervenor, East Windsor Residents for
20      Responsible Solar, Christina Dahl and Robin
21      Chesky.
22           Intervenor Nicole Paradise, Leo Szymanski,
23      Jr., and Donald Rabida, its representative Nicole
24      Paradise.
25           Party Julia Riordan, represented by Julia
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1      Riordan.
2           And we have a party, group party of Paula
3      Stolinas, Scott Stolinas, Mark Shea, Julie Shea,
4      Donna House, Steven Thayer, George Wilson and Judy
5      Wilson, represented by Paula Stolinas.
6           And we have intervenor Julie Traczyk and
7      Charles Symanski, represented by Julie Traczyk.
8           Another intervenor, Amanda Berube, Craig
9      Phillips, Stephanie Phillips, Andrew Munson, Leah
10      Munson, represented by Amanda Berube.
11           And we have a final party, Douglas King,
12      represented by Douglas King.
13           We will proceed in accordance with the
14      prepared agenda, a copy of which is available on
15      the Council's website along with the record of
16      this matter, the public hearing notice,
17      instructions for public access to this public
18      hearing, and the Council's citizen's guide to the
19      Siting Council's procedures.
20           Interested persons may join any session of
21      this public hearing to listen, but no public
22      comments will be received during the 2 p.m.
23      evidentiary session.  At the end of the
24      evidentiary session, we will recess until 6:30
25      p.m. for the public comment session.
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1           Please be advised that any person may be
2      removed from the evidentiary session or the public
3      comment session at the discretion of the Council.
4      The 6:30 p.m. public comment session is reserved
5      for members of the public who have signed up to
6      make brief statements into the record.  I wish to
7      note that the certificate holder, parties, and
8      interveners, including their representatives,
9      witnesses, and members are not allowed to
10      participate in the public comment session.
11           I also wish to note for those who are
12      listening and for the benefit of your friends and
13      neighbors who are unable to join us for the public
14      comment session that you or they may send written
15      statements to the Council within 30 days of the
16      date hereof either by mail or by e-mail, and such
17      written statements will be given the same weight
18      as if spoken during the public comment session.
19           A verbatim transcript of this public hearing
20      will be posted on the Council's website and
21      deposited with the East Winter Town Clerk's office
22      for the convenience of the public.
23           The Council will take a 10- to 15-minute
24      break at a convenient juncture at around 3:30 p.m.
25           We have two motions to take care of this

Page 9

Sanders, Gale & Russell | A Plus Reporting
Veritext Companies www.veritext.com



1      afternoon, the certificate holder motion for
2      protective order for the responses of the Council
3      interrogatory numbers 13 and 16, project cost and
4      lease option easement agreements final terms,
5      dated October 2, 2025.  Attorney Bachman may wish
6      to comment.
7           Attorney Bachman, good afternoon.
8 ATTORNEY BACHMAN:  Good afternoon, Vice Chair
9      Morissette.  Thank you.
10           Pursuant to General Statute Section 16-50o
11      and Council interrogatory numbers 13 and 16, GPS
12      submitted a motion for protective order for the
13      project cost and property agreement financial
14      terms which are exempt from public disclosure
15      under the Freedom of Information Act, and
16      therefore staff recommends the motion be granted.
17 THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you, Attorney Bachman.
18           Is there a motion?
19 MS. HALL:  I'll make a motion to grant the protective
20      order.
21 THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you, Ms. Hall.
22           Is there a second?
23 MR. HAMMERLING:  I'll second that motion.
24 THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you, Mr. Hammerling.
25           We have a motion by Ms. Hall to approve the
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1      request for protective order and we have a second
2      by Mr. Hammerling.  We'll now move to discussion.
3           Mr. Hammerling, any discussion?
4 MR. HAMMERLING:  No discussion.  Thank you.
5 THE VICE CHAIR:  Mr. Nguyen, any discussion?
6 MR. NGUYEN:  Good afternoon.
7           No discussion.  Thank you.
8 THE VICE CHAIR:  Good afternoon.  Thank you.
9           Mr. Carter, any discussion?  And good
10      afternoon.
11 MR. CARTER:  Good afternoon, Mr. Vice Chair.  Good
12      afternoon, all.  I have no discussion.  Thank you.
13 THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you.
14           Ms. Hall.  Good afternoon.  Any discussion?
15 MS. HALL:  A belated good afternoon.
16           I have no discussion.  Thank you.
17 THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you.  And I have no discussion.
18      We'll now move to the vote.
19           Mr. Hammerling, how do you vote?
20 MR. HAMMERLING:  I vote approval.  Thank you.
21 THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you.  Mr. Nguyen?
22 MR. NGUYEN:  I vote to approve.
23 THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you.  Mr. Carter?
24 MR. CARTER:  I vote to approve.  Thank you.
25 THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you.  Ms. Hall?
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1 MS. HALL:  I vote to approve.  Thank you.
2 THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you.  And I also approve.
3           We have a unanimous decision.  The motion to
4      approve the protective order is approved.
5           Moving on to the second motion, the Town of
6      East Windsor's request for the Council to take
7      administrative notice, dated October 2, 2025.
8      Attorney Bachman may wish to comment.
9           Attorney Bachman?
10 ATTORNEY BACHMAN:  Thank you, Vice Chair Morissette.
11           In its October 2nd pre-hearing submission,
12      the Town requests the Council to take
13      administrative notice of unspecified decisions
14      concerning solar facilities with generating
15      capacities of more than one megawatt.  And in a
16      separate October 2nd submission, the Town requests
17      the Council to take administrative notice of six
18      specific items.
19           Given the non-specificity of the Town's first
20      request and the ability of parties and interveners
21      to develop their own administrative notice lists,
22      staff recommends the Town's request for the
23      Council to take administrative notice of the
24      unspecified and specified items be denied, and the
25      specified items be included in the Town's
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1      administrative notice lists, and they are therein
2      listed in the hearing program along with any
3      additional specific items the Town may seek to
4      include during the proceeding.
5           Thank you.
6 THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you, Attorney Bachman.
7           Is there a motion?
8 MS. HALL:  I'll give it a try.  I'll make a motion to
9      deny the request to take administrative notice of
10      unspecified matters while approving the motion --
11      or approving a motion to move the specified
12      matters to the Town's -- now fill in some words
13      for me.
14 THE VICE CHAIR:  The Town's administrative notices.
15 MS. HALL:  The Town's administrative notices.
16 THE VICE CHAIR:  As listed in the hearing program.
17 MS. HALL:  As listed in the hearing program.
18 THE VICE CHAIR:  Very good.
19           Attorney Bachman, does that about cover it?
20 ATTORNEY BACHMAN:  Indeed it does, Mr. Morissette.
21           Thank you.
22 THE VICE CHAIR:  Very good.
23           And is there a second?
24 MR. CARTER:  I'll second.
25 THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you, Mr. Carter.
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1           We have a motion by Ms. Hall to deny the
2      motion to have the Council take administrative
3      notice to unspecified documents, and to approve of
4      the Town to take administrative notice for these
5      unspecified and specified items on the Town's
6      administrative notice list as outlined in the
7      hearing program.  And we have a second by
8      Mr. Carter.
9           We'll now move to discussion.
10           Mr. Hammerling, any discussion?
11 MR. HAMMERLING:  No discussion.  Thank you.
12 THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you.
13           Mr. Nguyen, any discussion?
14 MR. NGUYEN:  No discussion.  Thank you.
15 THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you.
16           Mr. Carter, any discussion?
17 MR. CARTER:  No discussion.  Thank you.
18 THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you.
19           Ms. Hall, any discussion?
20 MS. HALL:  No discussion.  Thank you.
21 THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you.  And I have no discussion.
22           We'll now move to the vote.
23           Mr. Hammerling, how do you vote?
24 MR. HAMMERLING:  I vote to approve the motion.
25 THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you.  Mr. Nguyen?
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1 MR. NGUYEN:  I vote to approve.
2 THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you.  Mr. Carter?
3 MR. CARTER:  I vote to approve.  Thank you.
4 THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you.  Ms. Hall?
5 MS. HALL:  Vote to approve.  Thank you.
6 THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you.
7           And I also vote to approve the motion.  We
8      have unanimous decision.  The motion passes.
9           Moving on to administrative notices taken by
10      the Council, I call your attention to those items
11      shown on the hearing program marked as Roman
12      number 1C, items 1 through 112.  Does any party or
13      intervener have an objection to the items that the
14      Council has administratively noticed?
15           Attorney Bogan, good afternoon.
16 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  Good afternoon, Mr. Morissette,
17      members of the Council.
18           David Bogan on behalf of the Applicant,
19      Gravel Pit Solar, and I have no objections to that
20      matter.
21 THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you, Attorney Bogan.
22           Attorney Langer, good afternoon.
23 ATTORNEY LANGER:  Good afternoon, Vice Chair Morissette
24      and Councilmembers, and everyone else.
25           We have no objection.  Thank you.
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1 THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you.
2           Christina Dahl and Robin Chesky.
3           Christina Dahl?
4 ROBIN CHESKY:  I have no objections.
5 THE VICE CHAIR:  No objection?
6 ROBIN CHESKY:  I have no objections.
7 THE VICE CHAIR:  Very good.  Thank you.
8           Nicole Paradise?
9 NICOLE PARADISE:  No objections.
10 THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you.
11           Julia Riordan?
12 ROBIN CHESKY:  She is unable to attend today.
13 THE VICE CHAIR:  Very good.  Thank you.
14           Paula Stolinas?
15 PAULA STOLINAS:  No objections.
16 THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you.
17           Julie Traczyk?
18 JULIE TRACZYK:  No objections.
19 THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you.
20           Amanda Berube?
21 AMANDA BERUBE:  No objections.
22 THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you.
23           And Douglas King?  Douglas King?
24
25                        (No response.)
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1 THE VICE CHAIR:  Very good.  Accordingly, the Council
2      hereby administratively notices these existing
3      documents.
4           Appearance of the certificate holder.  Will
5      the certificate holder present its witness panel
6      for purposes of taking the oath?  And we will have
7      Attorney Bachman administer the oath.
8 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  Yes, I certainly will, Mr. Morissette.
9      We've got quite a crew, so I beg your indulgence.
10           We have Jonathan Gravel, Aaron Svedlow, Adam
11      Henry, Gordon Perkins, David George, Ben Cotts,
12      Aaron DeJoia, Katie Kinsella, Steve Kochis, Brett
13      Trowbridge, and Jeffrey Peterson.
14 THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you, Attorney Bogan.
15 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  I apologize, Mr. Morissette.  I don't
16      believe -- I'm looking at the list, but I don't
17      believe Mr. Bajdek or Mr. Brooks are here today.
18      I just want to confirm that before the witnesses
19      are sworn.
20 THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you.
21 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  Thank you.  With that, they are
22      available for swearing in.
23 THE VICE CHAIR:  Very good.  Thank you.
24           Attorney Bachman, please administer the oath.
25 ATTORNEY BACHMAN:  Thank you, Mr. Morissette.
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1           Could the witnesses please raise their right
2      hand?
3 J O N A T H A N    G R A V E L,
4 A A R O N    S V E D L O W,
5 A D A M    H E N R Y,
6 G O R D O N    P E R K I N S,
7 D A V I D    G E O R G E,
8 B E N J A M I N    C O T T S,
9 A A R O N    D e J O I A,
10 K A T I E    K I N S E L L A,
11 S T E V E    K O C H I S,
12 B R E T T    T R O W B R I D G E,
13 J E F F R E Y    P E T E R S O N,
14 T O M    B R O O K S,
15           called as witnesses, being sworn by
16           THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, were examined and
17           testified under oath as follows:
18
19 THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you.
20           Attorney Bogan, could you please clarify
21      that?  Mr. Brooks and Mr. Bajdek, are they here or
22      are they not here?
23 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  I believe they are not here, sir.
24 THE VICE CHAIR:  Okay.
25 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  That's what I was trying to confirm
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1      before you swore them in.
2 THE VICE CHAIR:  Very good.  Okay.  If they do appear
3      during the proceeding, please let us know and
4      we'll have them sworn in.
5 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  Yes, sir.
6 THE WITNESS (Brooks):  Just for the record -- Mr.
7      Brooks.  I am here.
8 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  Oh, very good.
9 THE VICE CHAIR:  Okay.  And Mr. Brooks, did you just
10      take the oath?
11 THE WITNESS (Brooks):  Yes, I did.
12 THE VICE CHAIR:  Very good.  Thank you.
13 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  Thank you.  I stand corrected.
14 THE VICE CHAIR:  Very good.  Thank you.  Glad we
15      clarified that.
16           Attorney Bogan, please begin by verifying all
17      the exhibits by the appropriate sworn witnesses.
18 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  Very good.  It's going to take a
19      little bit of time.  Let's start with the motion
20      to reopen, and we'll move through the
21      interrogatories and the items noted on Roman
22      numeral 2B, one through five.  So, let's start
23      with number one first, which is the motion to
24      reopen.
25           Mr. Gravel, could you state your name and
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1      business affiliation for the record, please?
2 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  Jonathan Gravel.
3           I'm affiliated with Gravel Pit Solar.
4 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  Okay.  Mr. Svedlow, could you do
5      likewise, please?
6 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  Yes.
7           Aaron Svedlow, Gravel Pit Solar.
8 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  Ms. Kinsella?
9 THE WITNESS (Kinsella):  Katie Kinsella, VHB.
10 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  Mr. Kochis.
11 THE WITNESS (Kochis):  Dave Kochis, VHB.
12 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  Mr. Trowbridge?
13 THE WITNESS (Trowbridge):  (Inaudible.)
14 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  I'm getting no response.  We'll pass
15      that for now.
16 THE WITNESS (Trowbridge):  Sorry, David.  I was muted.
17           Brett Trowbridge, VHB.
18 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  Thank you.  No worries.  Happens to me
19      all the time.
20           Mr. Perkins?
21 THE WITNESS (Perkins):  Gordon Perkins, Environmental
22      Design and Research, EDR.
23 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  Thank you.  Mr. Cotts?
24 THE WITNESS (Cotts):  Benjamin Cotts, EMF with
25      Exponent.
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1 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  Mr. George?
2 THE WITNESS (George):  David George, Heritage
3      Consultants.
4 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  Mr. Henry?
5 THE WITNESS (Henry):  Adam Henry, GZA.
6 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  Mr. DeJoia?
7 THE WITNESS (DeJoia):  Aaron DeJoia, Soil and
8      Ecological Solutions.
9 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  And finally, Mr. Brooks?
10 THE WITNESS (Brooks):  Tom Brooks, VHB.
11 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  Okay.  Thank you very much.
12           Mr. Gravel, did you assist in the preparation
13      of the motion to reopen and accompanying exhibits
14      that are the subject of today's proceedings?
15 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  I did.
16 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  And do you have any changes,
17      corrections, additions to make to your
18      contribution to that document or those documents?
19 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  I do not.
20 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  Is the information contained therein
21      true and accurate to the best of your knowledge
22      and belief?
23 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  It is.
24 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  And do you adopt that as your sworn
25      testimony in this proceeding today?
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1 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  I do.
2 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  Turning to Mr. Svedlow, did you assist
3      in the preparation in the document denoted as the
4      motion to reopen and accompanying exhibits?
5 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  I did, yes.
6 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  And do you have any changes,
7      corrections, additions to make to those materials?
8 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  I do not.
9 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  Is the information true and accurate
10      to the best of your knowledge and belief?
11 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  It is.
12 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  And do you adopt that as your sworn
13      testimony in today's proceeding?
14 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  I do.
15 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  Thank you.
16           Ms. Kinsella, did you assist in the
17      preparation of the materials denoted as the motion
18      to reopen and accompanying exhibits?
19 THE WITNESS (Kinsella):  I did.
20 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  And do you have any changes,
21      corrections, additions to make to your
22      contribution to those documents?
23 THE WITNESS (Kinsella):  I do not.
24 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  Is the information true and accurate
25      to the best of your knowledge and belief?
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1 THE WITNESS (Kinsella):  It is.
2 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  And do you adopt it as your sworn
3      testimony in this proceeding?
4 THE WITNESS (Kinsella):  I do.
5 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  Thank you.
6           Mr. Kochis, did you assist in the preparation
7      of the motion to reopen and its accompanying
8      exhibits?
9 THE WITNESS (Kochis):  Yes, I did.
10 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  Do you have any changes, additions,
11      corrections to make to those materials?
12 THE WITNESS (Kochis):  No, I do not.
13 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  Is the information true and accurate
14      to the best of your knowledge and belief?
15 THE WITNESS (Kochis):  Yes.
16 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  And do you adopt it as your sworn
17      testimony in this proceeding?
18 THE WITNESS (Kochis):  Yes, I do.
19 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  Thank you.
20           Turning to Mr. Trowbridge, did you assist in
21      the preparation of the motion to reopen and
22      accompanying exhibits?
23 THE WITNESS (Trowbridge):  I did.
24 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  And do you have any changes,
25      corrections, additions to make to those materials?
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1 THE WITNESS (Trowbridge):  I do not.
2 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  Is the information true and accurate
3      to the best of your knowledge and belief?
4 THE WITNESS (Trowbridge):  It is.
5 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  And do you adopt that as your sworn
6      testimony in this proceeding?
7 THE WITNESS (Trowbridge):  I do.
8 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  Thank you.
9           Mr. Peterson, did you assist in the
10      preparation of the motion to reopen and
11      accompanying exhibits?
12 THE WITNESS (Peterson):  I did.
13 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  Do you have any changes, corrections,
14      additions to make to those materials?
15 THE WITNESS (Peterson):  I do not.
16 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  Is the information true and accurate
17      to the best of your knowledge and belief?
18 THE WITNESS (Peterson):  It is.
19 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  And do you adopt that as your sworn
20      testimony in this proceeding?
21 THE WITNESS (Peterson):  I do.
22 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  Mr. Perkins, did you likewise assist
23      in the preparation of the motion to reopen and
24      accompanying exhibits?
25 THE WITNESS (Perkins):  Yes.
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1 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  Do you have any changes, corrections,
2      additions to make to those materials?
3 THE WITNESS (Perkins):  No.
4 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  Is the information true and accurate
5      to the best of your knowledge and belief?
6 THE WITNESS (Perkins):  Yes.
7 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  And do you adopt it as your sworn
8      testimony in this proceeding?
9 THE WITNESS (Perkins):  Yes.
10 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  Thank you.
11           Mr. Cotts, did you assist in the preparation
12      of the motion to reopen and accompanying exhibits?
13 THE WITNESS (Cotts):  Yes, I did.
14 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  Do you have any changes, corrections,
15      additions to make to those materials?
16 THE WITNESS (Cotts):  No.
17 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  Is the information true and accurate
18      to the best of your knowledge and belief?
19 THE WITNESS (Cotts):  Yes, it is.
20 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  And do you adopt that as your sworn
21      testimony in this proceeding?
22 THE WITNESS (Cotts):  I do.
23 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  Thank you.
24           Mr. George, did you assist in the preparation
25      of the motion to reopen and accompanying exhibits?
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1 THE WITNESS (George):  I did.
2 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  And do you have any changes,
3      corrections, additions to make to those materials?
4 THE WITNESS (George):  I do not.
5 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  Is the information true and accurate
6      to the best of your knowledge and belief?
7 THE WITNESS (George):  Yes, it is.
8 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  And do you adopt that as your sworn
9      testimony in this proceeding?
10 THE WITNESS (George):  Yes, I do.
11 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  Mr. Henry, did you assist in the --
12      oh, I guess the answer is no there.  So, I think I
13      can skip to Mr. DeJoia.
14           Mr. DeJoia, did you have any connection with
15      the motion to reopen and exhibits?
16 THE WITNESS (DeJoia):  Yes.
17 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  Okay.  Do you have any changes,
18      additions, corrections to make to your
19      contribution to those documents?
20 THE WITNESS (DeJoia):  Sorry, I thought you asked
21      another question.  I did not have information in
22      that first one, in the first question.  Sorry.
23 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  That's okay.
24 THE WITNESS (DeJoia):  I apologize.
25 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  No, no, no.  No worries at all.
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1           So, I think I have everyone who contributed
2      to the motion to reopen and exhibits.  If I missed
3      someone, please let me know now.
4
5                        (No response.)
6
7 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  Okay.  So with that, we can move on to
8      the next item, which is the response to the June
9      10th order of the Town of East Windsor Planning
10      and Zoning.  That is the Gravel Pit appeal of that
11      order.
12           Mr. Gravel, no pun intended, did you assist
13      in the preparation of the response to the Town's
14      regulation and restrict order that is denoted here
15      as item number two?
16 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  I did.
17 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  Is the information that you
18      contributed true and accurate to the best of your
19      knowledge and belief?
20 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  It is.
21 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  Do you have any changes to make to
22      those materials?  Additions?  Corrections?
23 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  I do not.
24 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  And do you adopt that as your sworn
25      testimony in this proceeding?
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1 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  I do.
2 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  Okay.  Turning to Mr. Svedlow, did you
3      also assist in the preparation of the item noted
4      as Roman numeral 2B2, the appeal of the Town's
5      June 10th order?
6 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  Yes, sir, I did.
7 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  And do you have any changes,
8      corrections, additions to make to your
9      contribution of that document?
10 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  No, I do not.
11 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  Is the information true and accurate
12      to the best of your knowledge and belief?
13 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  Yes, sir.
14 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  And do you adopt that as your sworn
15      testimony in this proceeding?
16 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  I do.
17 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  Going back for a second, Mr. Gravel,
18      I'm not sure if I asked you, do you adopt your
19      contribution to that response as your sworn
20      testimony in this proceeding?
21 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  I do.
22 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  Okay.  Turning to Ms. Kinsella, did
23      you also assist in the Gravel Pit response to the
24      Town's June 10, 2025 order?
25 THE WITNESS (Kinsella):  Yes.
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1 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  Do you have any changes, corrections,
2      additions to make to your contribution to that
3      document?
4 THE WITNESS (Kinsella):  No.
5 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  Is the information true and accurate
6      to the best of your knowledge and belief?
7 THE WITNESS (Kinsella):  Yes.
8 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  Okay.  I'm going to stay serially with
9      what's noted on the agenda as number three, the
10      signposting affidavit.  Mr. Kochis, I believe that
11      was you.  Is that correct?
12 THE WITNESS (Kochis):  That is correct.
13 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  You submitted an affidavit dated
14      October 1, 2025.  Is that correct?
15 THE WITNESS (Kochis):  That is correct.
16 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  Do you have any changes, additions,
17      corrections to make to your affidavit?
18 THE WITNESS (Kochis):  No, I do not.
19 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  And do you today adopt that as your
20      sworn testimony in this proceeding?
21 THE WITNESS (Kochis):  Yes, I do.
22 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  Thank you.  Turning now to what is
23      denoted as Roman numeral 2B4, which is responses
24      to the Council's October 2nd -- well, they were
25      submitted on October 2nd, the Council's
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1      interrogatories.
2           Mr. Gravel, did you assist in the, or oversee
3      the preparation of the responses to those
4      interrogatories?
5 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  I did.
6 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  Do you have any changes, corrections,
7      additions to make to any of those responses?
8 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  I do not.
9 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  Is the information true and accurate
10      to the best of your knowledge and belief?
11 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  It is.
12 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  And do you adopt that as your sworn
13      testimony in this proceeding?
14 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  I do.
15 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  Turning next to Mr. Svedlow, did you
16      also assist in the preparation of those responses?
17 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  Yes, I did.
18 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  Is the information contained in those
19      responses true and accurate to the best of your
20      knowledge and belief?
21 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  Yes, it is.
22 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  Do you have any changes, additions,
23      deletions to make to those responses?
24 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  No, I do not.
25 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  And do you adopt that as your sworn
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1      testimony in this proceeding?
2 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  Yes, I do.
3 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  Thank you.
4           Ms. Kinsella, did you also assist in the
5      preparation of the responses to the Council's
6      interrogatories?
7 THE WITNESS (Kinsella):  Yes.
8 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  Do you have any changes, corrections,
9      additions to make to any of those responses?
10 THE WITNESS (Kinsella):  I do not.
11 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  Is the information true and accurate
12      to the best of your knowledge and belief?
13 THE WITNESS (Kinsella):  Yes.
14 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  And do you adopt that as your sworn
15      testimony in this proceeding?
16 THE WITNESS (Kinsella):  Yes.
17 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  Mr. Kochis, did you also assist in the
18      preparation of certain interrogatory responses
19      that were propounded by the Council?
20 THE WITNESS (Kochis):  Yes, I did.
21 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  Do you have any changes, corrections,
22      additions to make to any of those interrogatory
23      responses?
24 THE WITNESS (Kochis):  No, I do not.
25 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  Is the information true and accurate

Page 31

Sanders, Gale & Russell | A Plus Reporting
Veritext Companies www.veritext.com



1      to the best of your knowledge and belief?
2 THE WITNESS (Kochis):  Yes.
3 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  And do you adopt that as your sworn
4      testimony in this proceeding?
5 THE WITNESS (Kochis):  Yes, I do.
6 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  Thank you.
7           Mr. Trowbridge, did you also assist in the
8      preparation of certain interrogatory responses
9      propounded by the Council?
10 THE WITNESS (Trowbridge):  I did.
11 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  And do you have any changes,
12      corrections, additions to make to any of those
13      responses?
14 THE WITNESS (Trowbridge):  No.
15 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  Is the information contained in the
16      responses true and accurate to the best of your
17      knowledge and belief?
18 THE WITNESS (Trowbridge):  It is.
19 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  And do you adopt that as your sworn
20      testimony in this proceeding?
21 THE WITNESS (Trowbridge):  I do.
22 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  Thank you.
23           Mr. Perkins, I believe you also had a
24      connection to the responses.  Is that correct?
25 THE WITNESS (Perkins):  That is correct.
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1 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  Okay.  Do you have any changes,
2      additions, corrections to make to any of the
3      information that you provided in response to the
4      interrogatories?
5 THE WITNESS (Perkins):  No.
6 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  Is the information true and accurate
7      to the best of your knowledge and belief?
8 THE WITNESS (Perkins):  Yes.
9 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  And do you adopt that as your sworn
10      testimony in this proceeding?
11 THE WITNESS (Perkins):  Yes.
12 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  Finally, I believe, Mr. Henry, did you
13      also assist in the preparation of the responses to
14      the Council's interrogatories?
15 THE WITNESS (Henry):  I did.
16 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  And do you have any changes,
17      corrections, additions to make to any of the
18      information to which that you contributed?
19 THE WITNESS (Henry):  I do not.  However, one of the
20      files that was provided was incorrect.  It was
21      uploaded to the Council's website.
22 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  Can you just elaborate on that,
23      please?
24 THE WITNESS (Henry):  GZA completed a phase-two
25      assessment, and the information provided in the
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1      interrogatory is correct.
2           However, the file that was provided in
3      response to that is not the correct file.
4 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  Okay.  And with that correction, is
5      the information true and accurate to the best of
6      your knowledge and belief?
7 THE WITNESS (Henry):  It is.
8 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  And do you adopt that as your sworn
9      testimony in this proceeding?
10 THE WITNESS (Henry):  I do.
11 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  Mr. Morissette, we will address the
12      issue of the phase-two report to which Mr. Henry
13      alluded, and make sure that that's corrected in
14      the Council's record.
15 THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you, Attorney Bogan.
16 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  Finally, turning to item five, that
17      would be Roman numeral letter B5, which are the
18      responses to the Town of -- if I may?  I stand
19      corrected.
20           Mr. DeJoia, did you also assist in the
21      preparation of certain interrogatory responses
22      propounded by the Council?
23 THE WITNESS (DeJoia):  Yes, I did.
24 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  Okay.  Do you have any changes,
25      additions, corrections to make to the information
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1      that you provided?
2 THE WITNESS (DeJoia):  No, I do not.
3 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  And do you adopt -- is it true and
4      accurate to the best of your knowledge and belief?
5 THE WITNESS (DeJoia):  Yes.
6 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  And do you adopt that as your sworn
7      testimony in today's proceeding?
8 THE WITNESS (DeJoia):  Yes, I do.
9 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  Now, finally, turning to item Roman
10      numeral two, B5, the Town of East Windsor's
11      interrogatories, dated October 2, 2025.
12           Mr. Gravel, did you assist in the preparation
13      of those responses?
14 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  Yes, I did.
15 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  Do you have any changes, corrections,
16      additions to make to any of that information?
17 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  No, I don't.
18 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  And is the information true and
19      accurate to the best of your knowledge and belief?
20 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  Yes.  Yes, it is.
21 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  And do you adopt that as your sworn
22      testimony in today's proceeding?
23 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  I do.
24 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  Mr. Svedlow, did you also assist in
25      the preparation of the responses propounded by the
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1      Town of East Windsor in this proceeding?
2 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  Yes, I did.
3 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  Do you have any changes, additions,
4      corrections to make to the portions to which you
5      contributed?
6 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  I do not.
7 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  Is the information true and accurate
8      to the best of your knowledge and belief?
9 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  Yes, it is.
10 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  And Ms. Kinsella, did you also assist
11      in the preparation of the responses to the
12      interrogatories propounded by the Town in this
13      proceeding?
14 THE WITNESS (Kinsella):  Yes.
15 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  And do you have any changes,
16      additions, corrections to make to that information
17      at this time?
18 THE WITNESS (Kinsella):  No.
19 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  And do you -- is it true and accurate
20      to the best of your knowledge and belief?
21 THE WITNESS (Kinsella):  Yes.
22 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  And do you adopt that as your sworn
23      testimony in this proceeding?
24 THE WITNESS (Kinsella):  Yes.
25 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  If I can beg the Chair's indulgence?
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1      Since I have so many, let me just ask the Gravel
2      Pit witnesses, did I miss anyone with regard to
3      their contribution to the Town's interrogatories?
4 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  David, I think you forgot to
5      ask me if I adopt it as my testimony, which I do.
6 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  Thank you, Mr. Svedlow.
7           I appreciate the correction.
8 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  Yes.  Thank you, Attorney
9      Bogan.
10 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  I do believe that does it with regard
11      to the authentication of the information noted as
12      Roman numeral two, item B, numbers one, two,
13      three, four, and five.
14           Mr. Morissette, I would therefore move that
15      they be admitted at full exhibits to the
16      proceeding.
17 THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you, Attorney Bogan.
18           Does any party or intervener object to the
19      admission of the certificate holder's exhibits?
20           Attorney Langer?
21 ATTORNEY LANGER:  Yes, Vice Chair Morissette.  Thank
22      you.  No objection.  I would just note that the
23      Town reserves its right to question most likely
24      Mr. Henry on the phase-two document that hasn't
25      been produced yet, but otherwise no objection.
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1 THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you, Attorney Langer.
2           Christina Dahl or Robin Chesky?
3 ROBIN CHESKY:  I have no objections.
4 THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you.
5           Nicole Paradise?  Nicole Paradise?
6 NICOLE PARADISE:  No objections.
7 THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you.
8           Julie Riordan?
9 ROBIN CHESKY:  She's unable to attend today.
10 THE VICE CHAIR:  Okay.  That's right.  Thank you.
11      Thank you for reminding.
12           Paula Stolinas?  Paula Stolinas?
13 PAULA STOLINAS:  That was better.  Thank you.
14           No objections.
15 THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you.
16           Julie Traczyk?
17 JULIE TRACZYK:  Julie Traczyk.  I have no objections.
18 THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you, Julie.
19           Amanda Berube?
20 AMANDA BERUBE:  No objections.
21 THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you.
22           Douglas King?  Douglas King?
23
24                        (No response.)
25
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1 THE VICE CHAIR:  Very good.  The exhibits are hereby
2      admitted.
3           We'll now begin with cross-examination of the
4      certificate holder by the Council, starting with
5      Mr. Perrone, followed by Mr. Hammerling.
6           Mr. Perrone, good afternoon.
7 MR. PERRONE:  Good afternoon, Vice Chair Morissette.
8      Beginning with the response to council
9      interrogatory 20, Exhibit E, there's a revised
10      site plan.  Could GPS submit that site plan with
11      the expansion parcels labeled 1 through 15, using
12      the same numbering scheme as the abutter list and
13      notice under Exhibit D as a late-file exhibit?
14 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  I'm sorry.  I'm sorry, Mr. Perrone.
15           Can you repeat your request?
16 MR. PERRONE:  Sure.  The revised site plan filed with
17      the interrogatories, it's under Exhibit E.  Could
18      that plan be submitted as a late-file exhibit and
19      have the expansion parcels labeled 1 through 15,
20      using the same numbering as the abutter list?
21 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  Yes.
22 MR. PERRONE:  And in addition to that, could there be a
23      corresponding table or text summarizing siting
24      council jurisdictional features related to General
25      Statutes Section 16-50p associated with each
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1      parcel?
2 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  Yes.
3 MR. PERRONE:  Okay.  Moving on to the response to
4      council interrogatory number 2, 91 certified mail
5      return receipts were received out of 108.  Six did
6      not acknowledge receipt.
7           What is the status of the remaining 11?
8 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  David Bogan?  Quick question.
9      Day Pitney processed those.  Is that right?
10 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  Actually, Mr. Perrone, we'll have to
11      look at that.  I believe it was actually -- as you
12      know, there was a transition from the project's
13      prior initial counsel who I believe sent out the
14      notices, and they got most of them back.
15           So, we're going to have to coordinate with
16      them as to the status of the outstanding ones.  If
17      we could denote that as the late-file exhibit,
18      we'll also provide a response.
19 MR. PERRONE:  Sure.  Okay.  Moving --
20 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  So, I'm noting that as a Late-File 2,
21      if I may?
22 MR. PERRONE:  Could GPS also submit an aerial map that
23      depicts the proposed expanded facility that
24      includes the general locations of the party
25      interveners?
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1 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  Yes, we can do that.
2 MR. PERRONE:  Okay.
3 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  As long as the addresses are
4      available.
5 MR. PERRONE:  Yes.  Okay.  And moving on to response to
6      council interrogatory six, could GPS identify the
7      DEEP RFP that the expansion project will bid into?
8 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  It is the Connecticut 2025 RFP.
9 MR. PERRONE:  When does GPS plan to bid into that RFP?
10 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  Bids are due tomorrow.
11 MR. PERRONE:  Okay.
12 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  October -- October 10th.
13 THE VICE CHAIR:  Excuse me, just as a reminder, please
14      state your name before answering questions.  Given
15      the amount of participants and parties, it would
16      be very helpful for the Court Reporter.
17           Thank you.
18 MR. PERRONE:  If the project is not selected under the
19      RFP, would GPS still pursue the project?
20 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  Jon Gravel, Gravel Pit Solar.
21           Yes, we'd still pursue the project and seek a
22      different offtake power purchase agreement.
23 MR. PERRONE:  Referencing the response to council
24      interrogatory 14, would the petition 1422, slash,
25      1422A, and 1463, slash, 1463A, would those
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1      declaratory rulings be transferred to GPS if the
2      overlapping GPS expansion is approved?
3 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  They would -- well, if I could
4      clarify?  They have the ability to be transferred.
5      I think if the project is approved, we will move
6      forward with the project, and then we will have
7      the ability to -- to have the rights to those
8      agreements -- I'm sorry, decisions.
9 MR. PERRONE:  Moving on to response to council
10      interrogatory 21, what is the approximate acreage
11      of the expansion parcels that are considered
12      brownfields?
13 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  I will defer to -- Jon Gravel,
14      Gravel Pit Solar.
15           I'll defer to Adam Henry on the scope of
16      that.
17 THE WITNESS (Henry):  Thanks, Jon.
18           Adam Henry, GZA.  Just referring to my notes.
19           Approximately 200 acres.
20 MR. PERRONE:  Moving on to response to council
21      interrogatory 26, if the facility expansion is
22      approved, would GPS sell the offsite property
23      where the 70-acre conservation easement is
24      contained?
25 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  It's -- Jon Gravel, Gravel Pit
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1      Solar.
2           It is planned to be a donation.
3 MR. PERRONE:  Has GPS had discussions with the entity
4      about holding the easement for the conservation,
5      the area?
6 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  Initially, discussions were
7      started.  Jon Gravel.  Sorry, guys.  Jon Gravel,
8      Gravel Pit Solar.
9           We had initial discussions with the Town of
10      East Windsor to take either a conservation
11      easement.  They did decide that it was best to be
12      a donation.  Since our filing of the motion, we
13      have not been able to continue that dialogue to
14      date.
15 MR. PERRONE:  Moving on to response to council
16      interrogatory 34, GPS plans to participate in the
17      20th ISO forward capacity auction.  Is that
18      allowed under the terms of the RFP and/or with
19      Eversource purchasing the capacity?
20 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  Jon Gravel, Gravel Pit Solar.
21           I defer to Aaron Svedlow for that question.
22 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  Thanks, Jon.
23           Aaron Svedlow, Gravel Pit Solar.
24           I'm not sure I completely follow the
25      question.  Would you kindly please repeat it,
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1      Mr. Perrone?
2 MR. PERRONE:  Is it possible for GPS to participate
3      both in the RFP and the ISO FCA at the same time?
4 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  I understand.  Thank you for
5      clarifying.  It's actually a requirement of the
6      RFP that -- for the project to be able to qualify
7      for forward capacity market participation.  It is
8      not necessary for us to take a capacity supply
9      obligation, but my understanding of the RFP is we
10      are required to at least attempt to qualify and
11      participate in it.
12           It's also my understanding that the capacity
13      piece of the -- the project, if it were selected
14      by Eversource -- sorry, if it were selected by
15      Connecticut DEEP in RFP and contracted with
16      Eversource, that the capacity is not always
17      necessarily part of that contract.
18           So, to specifically answer your question,
19      participating or qualifying for forward capacity
20      market would not prevent us from participating or
21      entering into a contract under the RFP.
22 MR. PERRONE:  Moving on to response to council
23      interrogatory 43, there's mention of
24      medium-voltage transformers.  I have a few
25      questions about those.  The medium-voltage
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1      transformers, what type of oil would be used in
2      those?  A mineral oil or a biodegradable oil?
3 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  I would -- I can't -- actually
4      don't know that answer.
5           Jon Gravel, Gravel Pit Solar.
6           Perhaps Steve Kochis from VHB would know, or
7      Aaron DeJoia.
8 THE WITNESS (Kochis):  This is Steve Kochis.
9           I don't have that answer.  I apologize.
10 THE WITNESS (DeJoia):  Aaron DeJoia.
11           I do not have that answer.
12 MR. PERRONE:  Would the transformer design have any
13      containment measures or low-oil alarms?
14 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  I can't answer that, but that's
15      something we could provide.
16 THE VICE CHAIR:  Attorney Bogan, we'll take that as a
17      late file, Exhibit 4.
18 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  Very good.  That was the type of oil?
19 THE VICE CHAIR:  And secondary containment.
20 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  Thank you.
21 MR. PERRONE:  And the original record in 492 indicated
22      Route 74 as a state-designated scenic road.  Could
23      you characterize the visibility of the expanded
24      facility from Route 74?
25 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  I -- I ask that Gordy Perkins
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1      please opine on that.
2 THE WITNESS (Perkins):  Yes, thanks.
3           Could you repeat the question, please?  And
4      if -- if the route has -- has a name beyond the
5      county route number, that would be helpful, too.
6 MR. PERRONE:  The question was the visibility from
7      Route 74.  I don't have the street name handy.
8 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  Gordon -- oh, sorry.  This is
9      Aaron Svedlow.
10           If I could provide the street name?
11      Mr. Perrone, is that acceptable?
12 MR. PERRONE:  Yes.
13 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  Gordon, it's -- Tolland Stage
14      Road is the alternative name.
15 THE WITNESS (Perkins):  Tolland Stage Road?
16 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  Tolland, T-o-l-l-a-n-d.
17 THE WITNESS (Perkins):  Okay.  I'm just going to look,
18      look through my exhibit briefly and I should have
19      an answer for you very shortly here.
20 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  Gordon, I could also add it's
21      approximately close to two miles southeast of the
22      Barber Hill/Rockville Road location.
23 THE WITNESS (Perkins):  That's very helpful.  Thank
24      you.
25           So, we would not anticipate any visibility to
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1      that resource.  I believe the viewshed analysis
2      that we produced for the expansion project, it --
3      it doesn't extend further than about a half a mile
4      in any direction.  In fact, it's mostly contained
5      within a quarter mile.  So, we wouldn't anticipate
6      any visibility from that location.
7 MR. PERRONE:  Turning to response to council
8      interrogatory 63, could you generally describe the
9      horizontal directional drilling process for
10      crossing Ketch Brook?
11 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  I can.  So, horizontal
12      directional drilling is a more state-of-the-art
13      technique to bore underneath obstacles.  The
14      boring starts with a reaming process, which is a
15      smaller reaming bore that will go lead towards
16      where the -- the location where we want to put the
17      cables from an entry point, and that's where the
18      bore rig would be situated.
19           So, the ream would happen at least a couple
20      of times to get the hole to the size that is
21      needed.  So, it's -- the reamer is upsized a few
22      times before pulling back the conduit from the
23      receiving end so you have two sides of the bore.
24      The piping that will be pulled underneath will be
25      attached to the drill and be pulled slowly
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1      underneath the ground.
2           From there, cables will be pulled through
3      once the HCD is complete and connected to cables
4      that would get to the substation.
5 MR. PERRONE:  Moving on to the operations and
6      maintenance plan in the motion to reopen, table
7      two notes that there would be spraying for weeds
8      that would occur in array areas.  Would the use of
9      herbicides be used in areas that would host
10      grazing sheep?
11 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  The areas that will be
12      maintained with sheep for grazing will be in
13      concert with the sheep professional, and decisions
14      can be made with him on whether herbicide can be
15      used.
16           It's also our intention that any mechanized
17      or any things the sheep -- or vegetation the sheep
18      do not eat, that will be, you know, maybe like a
19      weed whacker or mowed if the sheep aren't
20      particularly grazing in one location.
21 MR. PERRONE:  Also on the sheep grazing topic, I
22      understand that the sheep grazing plan is
23      upcoming.  Also for that plan, could that plan
24      include the name of the sheep manager and the days
25      and times that the sheep manager would visit the
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1      flock?
2 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  Yes, that would be provided.
3 MR. PERRONE:  Could it also include the frequency that
4      water would be brought to the site for the sheep?
5 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  That would be included as well.
6 MR. PERRONE:  And lastly, emergency contact information
7      on the sign for the sheep manager?
8 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  Yes, that can be done.
9 MR. PERRONE:  Referring back to the operation and
10      maintenance plan, does the O and M plan for the
11      expanded solar facility include the replacement of
12      dead or dying landscaping plantings for the life
13      of the facility?
14 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  Give me a moment, please.
15           Mr. Perrone, I do not see that included.
16      That's one thing that could be revised as part of
17      our D and M submittal.
18 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  Sorry.  Sorry, Jon.  Can I make
19      a correction?  There is a section of the
20      operations and maintenance plan that does identify
21      the replacement of plants as part of the ongoing
22      vegetation management, but I don't think we
23      specify the period that that will continue for.
24      So, we can clarify that if that's helpful.
25 MR. PERRONE:  Moving on to EMF, I have one question for
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1      Dr. Cotts.  Would the 209 milligauss under the
2      1200 line, would that generally be the highest
3      magnetic field level for the entire project that's
4      publicly accessible?
5 THE WITNESS (Cotts):  Yes, this is Ben Cotts from
6      Exponent.
7           That value is calculated to be on the right
8      of way for the 1100 and 1200 line, and that would
9      be the highest calculated level anywhere related
10      to the project.
11 MR. PERRONE:  Thank you.  Moving on to -- all right.
12      My next few questions are on fire safety.
13      Referencing the motion to reopen Exhibit Q,
14      generally, will fire extinguishers and other
15      emergency equipment be located throughout the
16      site?
17 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  The site will be managed from an
18      O and -- O and M operator, a professional.  They
19      will be equipped with the necessary equipment to
20      extinguish a small fire.  Each vehicle will have
21      those.
22           I think the substation for the existing
23      Gravel Pit Solar project, it will have fire
24      suppression units there, but generally speaking,
25      the -- the fire suppression units would be in
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1      vehicles and not at every inverter.
2 MR. PERRONE:  And in the event of a fire, do the
3      electrical lines within the site have any kind of
4      fire rating?
5 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  Can you repeat that question,
6      please?
7 MR. PERRONE:  In the event of a fire, do the electrical
8      lines between the panels, do they have any type of
9      fire rating or fire resistance, generally
10      speaking?
11 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  Yeah.  I'm unaware of that, but
12      that's something we could look into.
13 MR. PERRONE:  All right.  Let's see.  In the event of
14      an electrical fire at the expanded solar facility,
15      generally how would a fire be managed?
16 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  Could you repeat that one more
17      time, please?
18 MR. PERRONE:  In the event of an electrical fire at the
19      expanded facility site, you know, procedurally how
20      would that be managed?
21 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  Yeah.  I think it's important to
22      highlight all the steps we've done with the first
23      responders in East Windsor.  Starting from the --
24      the conception of the project we reviewed the
25      site.  From there, coordination through
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1      construction and operations has occurred.  Input
2      from the fire department helped us design specific
3      road names and systems.
4           If there is an electrical fire, we have
5      someone on site Monday through Friday to monitor
6      the site physically.  We also can remote -- review
7      the site remotely 24/7.  The first responders will
8      be called if a fire does -- does occur, and the
9      site also can be turned off remotely if no one is
10      there to do it, basically.
11 MR. PERRONE:  And also on fire procedures, how would it
12      be managed if it was a brush fire, you know, based
13      in the vegetation?
14 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  Yeah, it would be handled in a
15      similar manner.  If the fire can't be extinguished
16      with equipment that's on -- on hand and on site in
17      the vehicles, the first responders would be called
18      in for support.
19 MR. PERRONE:  And the last question, this relates to
20      GPS's appeal of the Town's regulate and restrict
21      orders.  Under the bullet points of May 1st, the
22      SHPO letter to Mr. George, what is the approximate
23      cost to dismantle the barns by hand, the tobacco
24      shed survey budget, and the production of the
25      educational book?
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1 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  Yeah, I think --
2 THE WITNESS (George):  (Unintelligible) -- I'm sorry,
3      Jon.
4 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  Go ahead, David George.
5 THE WITNESS (George):  I was just asking, could you
6      repeat the question?  I'm sorry.
7 MR. PERRONE:  Oh, sure.  Referring to GPS's appeal of
8      the Town's regulate and restrict orders, under the
9      bullet points of the May 1st SHPO letter, could
10      you provide the total approximate cost to
11      dismantle the barns by hand, the tobacco shed
12      survey budget and the production of the
13      educational book?
14 THE WITNESS (George):  Yeah, I think it's best for the
15      cost element of that.
16           Probably, Mr. Gravel should handle that.
17 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  Yeah.  I'll start with your
18      first part of your question, Mr. Perrone.
19           At this time, we don't have the estimated
20      cost for dismantling the barns.  As for the cost
21      for mitigation to take down the four barns on the
22      project, we are expecting 20,000 per barn be
23      allocated for -- correct me, David George, but
24      that's for the pamphlet and information for
25      public, public available -- availability

Page 53

Sanders, Gale & Russell | A Plus Reporting
Veritext Companies www.veritext.com



1      pamphlets.
2           And I believe that's the extent, unless you
3      have a correction there.
4 THE WITNESS (George):  Yeah.  David George again.  I
5      would add that Mr. Gravel is correct.  Of course,
6      some of that money will go towards producing a
7      public pamphlet regarding tobacco farming in the
8      Upper Connecticut Valley, its history, the type of
9      buildings associated.
10           And some of that money will also be put into
11      a GIS to be used by the SHPO for reviewing future
12      projects.  And that will include the locations of
13      all tobacco-related buildings in about a seven- or
14      eight-town radius from East Windsor as a future
15      planning document.
16 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  One correction.  So, it's 80,000
17      total for the four barns, so 20,000 apiece.  And
18      we're also -- we'll be providing $10,000 for the
19      production of the pamphlet.
20 MR. PERRONE:  Thank you.  That's all I have for GPS.
21 THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you, Mr. Perrone.
22           Before we move on, I just want to clarify,
23      Mr. Perrone, are you looking for a late file on
24      the fire ratings of the wire?
25 MR. PERRONE:  No, sir.
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1 THE VICE CHAIR:  No?  Okay.  Very good.  Thank you.
2           Okay.  We'll now continue with
3      cross-examination of the certificate holder by the
4      Council starting with Mr. Hammerling, followed by
5      Mr. Nguyen.  Mr. Hammerling, good afternoon.
6 MR. HAMMERLING:  Good afternoon.  I have one question,
7      and this is maybe a followup on an item that came
8      up in discussion earlier, having to do with the
9      cumulative visibility assessment.  And this is a
10      followup on a letter that was submitted to the
11      record by DEEP -- or I should say my colleagues at
12      the Department of Energy and Environmental
13      Protection on October 1st.
14           In that letter on page 6 there was reference
15      made to a few different residences that didn't
16      seem to be included in the visual impacts
17      assessment.  And the thought was that they likely
18      were in an area that should get some consideration
19      for, you know, visual screening to help reduce
20      individual community impact.  Those were some
21      residences along the west side of Graham Road, two
22      residences on Wapping Road, 60 and 62 Wapping
23      Road.  And I just wanted to make sure to bring
24      your attention to that and ask if there was any
25      comment on those observations?
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1 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  We, you know, I'll defer to
2      Gordon Perkins.  But, you know, we proposed our
3      visual screening based on the visual aspects
4      that -- the survey that EDR did.
5           Gordon, could you opine on the question here?
6 THE WITNESS (Perkins):  Yes.  So -- and sorry.  This is
7      Gordon Perkins from EDR.
8           And in the cumulative visual assessment, I
9      believe that along portions of Graham Road, those
10      residents will actually have a forested buffer
11      between their homes and the proposed solar array
12      that -- that's between Graham Road and Wapping
13      Road.
14           And then the specific residences along
15      Wapping Road, we did generate a photographic
16      simulation in the cumulative visual assessment
17      report, and we found that only a very small
18      portion of the tops of the panels would be visible
19      from portion -- or along that simulated portion of
20      Wapping road.
21           And so, no visual mitigation was proposed
22      there at the -- at the time of the report.  And
23      using the layout that is currently being proposed,
24      we feel the visual impacts from those locations
25      would be relatively minor, if not negligible from

Page 56

Sanders, Gale & Russell | A Plus Reporting
Veritext Companies www.veritext.com



1      some locations.
2 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  That --
3 MR. HAMMERLING:  Thank you for that response.
4           Oh, go.  Go ahead.
5 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  That Graham Road is kind of on
6      the opposite side of where we have panels proposed
7      along Rockville Road.  I don't suspect there will
8      be an advantage, a significant advantage from that
9      distance.
10 MR. HAMMERLING:  Okay.  Thank you.
11           I have no further questions.  Mr. Morissette.
12 THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you, Mr. Hammerling.
13           We'll now continue the cross-examination of
14      the certificate holder by Mr. Nguyen, followed by
15      Mr. Carter.  Mr. Nguyen, good afternoon.
16 MR. NGUYEN:  Good afternoon, Mr. Vice Chairman
17      Morissette.
18           Many questions have been asked, and no
19      further questions at this time.  Thank you.
20 THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you, Mr. Nguyen.
21           We'll now continue with cross-examination by
22      Mr. Carter, followed by Ms. Hall.
23           Mr. Carter, good afternoon.
24 MR. CARTER:  Good afternoon, Mr. Vice Chair.
25           I won't be taking up too much time.  I
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1      believe I only have about two questions.  The
2      first is looking at council interrogatory 36.
3           Is there any update on the electrical
4      interconnection conversation?
5 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  Yeah, are you speaking about
6      the -- sorry.  Jon Gravel, Gravel Pit Solar.
7           Are you speaking about the -- the agreement
8      between Iso New England and Eversource, the LGIA,
9      Large Generation Interconnection Agreement?
10 MR. CARTER:  That, yes.
11 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  Yeah.  Yeah, we are in the final
12      stages of kind of redlining, or of red lines
13      between Iso New England, Eversource and Gravel
14      Pit.  I expect that to be executed in the next
15      month or so.
16 MR. CARTER:  Okay.  And then the last question that I
17      had was looking at interrogatory -- council
18      interrogatory 44, looking at fire hydrant access.
19           Could you all just speak to it appears to be
20      a lack of access to -- it's areas two and four?
21 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  If I could?  I defer to Steve
22      Kochis of the VHB.
23 THE WITNESS (Kochis):  Yeah.  This is Steve Kochis,
24      VHB.
25           As -- as stated in the interrogatory
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1      response, there are no known fire hydrants within
2      a thousand or a couple thousand feet of those
3      parcels.  I would say, Mr. Carter, that typically
4      in the event that we're developing solar fields
5      where that's the case, and as always we'll be
6      committed to work with -- with the emergency
7      responders after this, this application is decided
8      upon.
9           But oftentimes it will depend on what
10      equipment they have, and it will usually require
11      the use of a tanker truck to serve those parcels.
12 MR. CARTER:  Thank you.
13           Mr. Vice Chair, that's all that I have.
14 THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you, Mr. Carter.
15           We'll now continue with the cross-examination
16      of the certificate holder by Ms. Hall, followed by
17      myself.  Ms. Hall, good afternoon.
18 MS. HALL:  Good afternoon.  Following up on that line
19      of questioning, have there been fires that have
20      impacted the existing structures?
21 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  There was a brush fire that
22      occurred in September.  There was no impact to the
23      infrastructure.  It was caused by a tractor
24      malfunction.
25 MS. HALL:  And the tractor malfunction was on property,
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1      or it was someplace else?
2 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  It was on the property of the
3      original Gravel Pit Solar project.  The proper
4      procedures were taken, and the fire department was
5      called to extinguish the fire.
6 MS. HALL:  I'm mindful that the fire department is a
7      volunteer fire department.  Was it close to a
8      water main, or how did they extinguish it?
9 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  In this location, it was north
10      of Plantation Road, approximately 500 to a
11      thousand feet from Plantation Road.
12           As I highlighted before, there's been a lot
13      of coordination with the first responders.  And
14      actually, roads are designed and labeled so if
15      there is an incident like a brush fire, when it's
16      observed, proper direction can be provided on
17      which gate to go to, which road to take, and where
18      the fire is approximately.  So, there is quite a
19      system in place based on our operational phase of
20      the project.
21           And correct me if I didn't answer your
22      question, Ms. Hall.
23 MS. HALL:  I'm more concerned about -- and I understand
24      and I appreciate the planning that you've done in
25      labeling roads and that sort of thing so that the
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1      local firefighters can find where they're supposed
2      to go.  I understand how important that is.
3           I am, and I have been in several of these
4      matters, concerned about the ability of small
5      local fire departments to fight larger fires,
6      brush fires -- because there are more and more of
7      them these days -- without access to adequate
8      water supply.  And I know that you've said that in
9      those cases where you're not close to a fire
10      hydrant, that it's going to take a tanker truck.
11           Do you know if the local fire department has
12      sufficient equipment to be able to deal with those
13      fires that may require tanker trucks?
14 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  I'm aware that the fire
15      departments -- there's two in town, Warehouse
16      Point and Broad Brook.  They have tanker trucks.
17      That's what was used to extinguish the fire in
18      September.
19           I can't opine on whether they feel the fire
20      departments have the adequate equipment if there
21      was, say, a different fire that was larger than
22      that, but I do think they may have the equipment
23      they need based on what that -- that one incident
24      that occurred.
25 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  And Mr. Gravel -- oh, I'm
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1      sorry, Ms. Hall.
2 MS. HALL:  No, go ahead, please.
3 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  I just wanted to add, you know,
4      we -- we appreciate the concern and it's something
5      that we consider as well.  You know, we are open
6      to working with the fire department, which is why,
7      you know, we talked to them early when we were
8      developing the original project.
9           If there's ways that, you know, we can help
10      them improve their infrastructure, if they feel
11      like they're not able to meet the needs of the
12      community due to our projects, for example, we're
13      open to having those conversations with them.
14           You know brush fires are becoming more common
15      possibly because of changes in climate.  You know
16      this summer was abnormally high, so it is
17      something that we are aware of and, you know,
18      certainly open to discussing further if the local
19      community fire departments do not feel prepared.
20 MS. HALL:  Thank you for that.  For me, this is an
21      important question.
22           Also, in the existing part of the project
23      I've seen something about some of the vegetative
24      cover that you were mandated to put in place may
25      have died; may not have been taken care of.  So,
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1      the question that was asked earlier by Mr. Perrone
2      about taking care of that vegetation for the life
3      of the project is something that I think is very
4      important, and I just wanted to put that on the
5      record.
6 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  Ms. Hall, we also appreciate --
7      appreciate that.  You know, screening of our
8      projects is for the community and we want to make
9      sure that that screening is functional.  If
10      something has died, it needs to be replaced.
11           This has been an abnormally dry season.  I'm
12      certain that there's been more stress on some of
13      these plantings than there would be in a typical
14      year.  We will make it a priority to look at any
15      of those plants.  If they are not doing well or
16      dying, we'll investigate ways to replace them
17      or -- or maybe get them some supplemental water.
18           I think we will also come back and revisit
19      the O and M plan to commit to a perennial
20      replacement of plants landscaping that may not
21      survive in the future.  You know, if somebody is
22      used to being screened from the project by a large
23      evergreen or conifer, for example, and that
24      conifer is no longer there, that's an impact.
25      They shouldn't have to deal with that, and we will
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1      figure out ways to replace that, that tree.
2 MS. HALL:  Thank you for that.  And I don't have any
3      further questions.
4           I will just say that I -- what I'm struggling
5      with is cumulative impact.  And the specific
6      language in the statute that we're governed by, it
7      says that we have to take cumulative impact into
8      account.
9           But at this moment, I have no further
10      questions.  Thank you.
11 THE VICE CHAIR:  I will start my line of questioning
12      with, my first question is part of the
13      interrogatory responses included in Exhibit E,
14      which is the revised project layout map.
15           My question is, what has changed since the
16      original filing?
17 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  Thank you for the question.
18           Kate?  Kate Kinsella, can you please opine on
19      that?
20 THE WITNESS (Kinsella):  Yes.  Katie Kinsella with VHB.
21           If you just give me a moment here, I'm
22      opening that up.
23           Apologies.  Just bear with me.  Adobe is
24      taking a moment here.
25           Okay.  So this, this figure that is
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1      referenced in the interrogatory response, it --
2      there is simply an error in the figure that was
3      originally filed in the motion to reopen where the
4      town boundary for East Windsor and South Windsor
5      incorrectly called South Windsor North Windsor.
6           So, it was just a simple correction of the
7      municipal name.
8 THE VICE CHAIR:  That's very good.  Thank you.
9 THE WITNESS (Kinsella):  You're welcome.
10 THE VICE CHAIR:  I'm a little confused about the two
11      petitions.  On page 2, if I look at page 2 of the
12      motion to reopen and I compare that to page 7, the
13      bottom of page 2 basically says one of the
14      projects, which is 1463 -- no, no.  I'm sorry.
15           1422 is 5 megawatts -- so, 4.99 megawatts.
16      Then it goes on to say 1463, the proposed
17      construction operation of a one-megawatt.  But
18      then I go to page 7; 1422 is based on the footnote
19      of 4.99, and 1463 is 5 megawatts.
20           Could somebody clarify that for me?
21 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  Jon Gravel, Gravel Pit Solar.
22           It's my understanding, based on filings of
23      that Applicant, there's been modifications that
24      occurred.  So, there might be -- it seems like the
25      projects were proposed, and I'll defer to Steve
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1      Kochis to clarify anything.
2           I think that the -- the project was proposed
3      one megawatt on one location where we're proposing
4      the Gravel Pit Solar project, but it also had an
5      array on a different property that's not
6      associated with the Gravel Pit project.  And so,
7      maybe there was just a disconnect.  As it's
8      proposed to be four acres, only one acre -- or one
9      megawatt was located -- is located on our proposed
10      project, Gravel Pit expansion.
11 THE VICE CHAIR:  Okay.  I'm still not clear, though.
12           If we could go to the site location map that
13      was included in the April 11, 2025?
14 THE WITNESS (Kochis):  Mr. Morissette, this is -- this
15      is Steve Kochis.
16           Can I offer some color on that last question?
17 THE VICE CHAIR:  Sure, please do, because I'm still not
18      there yet.
19 THE WITNESS (Kochis):  So VHB, you know, as the
20      evidentiary record, which I was affiliated with
21      both petitions 1422 and 1463 as well, just to
22      maybe reword Mr. Gravel's response, the current
23      application in front of us here, Docket Number
24      492A utilizes the land area that -- wholly that
25      was taken up by Petition 1422 and all five
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1      megawatts of that project, and then it takes up
2      the land area of the one-megawatt portion of
3      Petition 1463.
4           The idea being that the four megawatts
5      remaining on Petition 1463 will be handled or
6      constructed by that Applicant separately.
7 THE VICE CHAIR:  Okay.  All right.  Let me -- looking
8      at the site location map, so the parcel -- so, I'm
9      looking at the two approved petition parcels in
10      red.  The one to the north is 1463, and that is
11      one megawatt.
12 THE WITNESS (Kochis):  This is Steve Kochis.  That,
13      that that parcel to the north contemplated one
14      megawatt of generation as part of Petition 1463.
15      It contemplates more megawatt generation in this
16      application.
17 THE VICE CHAIR:  Okay.  That's where I'm kind of --
18 THE WITNESS (Kochis):  I think I -- I think, yes.  I
19      think that's the -- that's the disconnect.  We're
20      taking over the acreage of -- of 1463, that
21      one-megawatt area, but the project also extends
22      farther to the north on that parcel.
23 THE VICE CHAIR:  Okay.  So, when it all is said and
24      done, that parcel that's aligned in red to the
25      north, will that be the total five megawatts?
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1 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  I can take that.  As Steve
2      and -- Steve Kochis indicated, our project is
3      comprised of those parcels that are approved for
4      those petitions.  Our project footprint on those
5      properties is larger than what was previously
6      proposed on those locations for both petitions,
7      but the land associated with those petitions are
8      also being utilized.
9 THE VICE CHAIR:  Okay.  So, the 1463 parcel at the end
10      of the day, how many megawatts will it be?
11 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  Give me a moment.
12 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  Steve, which -- what parcel
13      number?  Sorry.  Mr. Kochis, which parcel number
14      is 1463?
15 THE VICE CHAIR:  038-68-030.
16 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  Yeah, it looks like -- Jon, I'm
17      seeing -- Mr. Gravel, I'm seeing four megawatts AC
18      for that one.
19 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  That's what I recollect, too, as
20      I'm trying to find them.  Yeah.
21 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  And then the other --
22      Mr. Kochis, what is the parcel for 1422?
23 THE WITNESS (Kochis):  This is Steve Kochis.
24           The parcel for Petition 1422 is 029-68-010.
25 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  Okay.  And I have that --
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1      Mr. Gravel, correct me if I'm wrong -- as 7.9.
2      So, close to but not quite eight megawatts AC.
3 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  That, that's something I can
4      come back to in -- in a few moments.  If that's
5      available, I should be able to justify that.
6 THE VICE CHAIR:  Okay.  Let me kind of lay it while
7      you're going back.
8           I'm going to tell you what I'm looking for in
9      its entirety on this, in these parcels.  I'd like
10      to know the megawatts of the 1463 parcel, the
11      megawatts on the 1422 parcel, and then the
12      expansion on the 029-68-011 parcel.
13 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  Okay.
14 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  Jon, I have those in front of
15      me, if that's helpful?
16 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  Yeah, that is helpful.
17 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  And alternatively, if we don't
18      feel confident in providing that information now,
19      we can file later.  It's up to you, Jon.
20 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  Thank you.
21           Yeah, if you don't mind, Aaron?  If you could
22      send that to me, and then I could follow through
23      as Mr. Morissette described?
24 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  You got it.
25 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  So, if I may, Mr. Morissette, just so
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1      that I'm clear on what Mr. Gravel is proposing?
2           Jon, is this something that you think we
3      might be able to get during the break?  Or is that
4      going to require a little bit more due diligence?
5 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  No, I think I can get it by --
6      by the break.
7 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  So, if it's acceptable to you,
8      Mr. Morissette, we can handle that as a read-in
9      after the break.
10 THE VICE CHAIR:  Great.  As part of Mr. Perrone's first
11      late-file exhibit, he asked for a table.  He asked
12      for the map of 1 through 15 of the parcels, and he
13      also asked for a table.  I would like to have each
14      parcel that is being identified in the table to
15      also have megawatts in the table.
16 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  Thank you.
17           That is provided in our -- Aaron Svedlow,
18      could you please indicate which document this
19      table has been provided in?
20 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  Yeah, I -- yeah.  I think
21      Mr. Morissette is asking for that in the late
22      file.  We can update that map with the table,
23      Mr. Morissette, as indicated.  We'll also be able
24      to provide a summary of that information after the
25      break.
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1 THE VICE CHAIR:  Great.  Thank you.
2 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  Thank you all.
3 THE VICE CHAIR:  Okay.  And once we talk about the
4      summary after the break, I have some kind of
5      follow-up questions of how, how you have 30
6      megawatts that you're going to bid into the DEEP
7      RFP, but you have two existing contracts with CL&P
8      based on Petition 1463 and 1422.
9           So, is it the plan to eliminate those
10      contracts and just roll everything, to roll the 30
11      megawatts into the new RFP?
12 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  Mr. Morissette, that's a good
13      question.  Aaron Svedlow with Gravel Pit Solar.
14           So that, the projects, the project companies
15      as owned by Greenskies may or may not -- I don't
16      have access to that information -- may or may not
17      have contracts with Connecticut Light & Power.
18      Our project does not have -- this expansion
19      project does not have contracts with Connecticut
20      Light & Power currently.
21 THE VICE CHAIR:  Right.  If I recall, probably not
22      correctly, I thought that those two petitions had
23      petitioned or had already participated, and
24      they've been there for quite some time; already
25      participated and got awarded contracts.
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1 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  That is possible.  I don't know
2      if they did or not.  We are not taking over that
3      obligation.
4           If those projects originally had a
5      contract --
6 THE VICE CHAIR:  Uh-huh?
7 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  -- that is not something that
8      we're pursuing or proceeding with.
9 THE VICE CHAIR:  Okay.  So --
10 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  The -- sorry to interrupt.  The
11      original applicant for those projects made a
12      decision to sell them to us.  That decision may or
13      may not have been because of the economics of
14      those projects for them, or for other reasons.
15 THE VICE CHAIR:  Uh-huh?
16 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  But our intent is to pursue a
17      different offtake agreement for this project that
18      may hopefully be with CL&P or another offtaker.
19 THE VICE CHAIR:  Okay.  So, I think I understand.  So,
20      essentially -- well, I'll just summarize what I
21      think I'm hearing is that the land associated with
22      those petitions is going to be absorbed by the
23      project and developed and expanded, and then
24      included in the 30 megawatts that's going to be
25      bid?
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1 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  That's correct, Mr. Morissette.
2 THE VICE CHAIR:  Okay.  Great.  Thank you.  I was
3      struggling wrapping my head around it.
4 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  I completely understand.  It's
5      a little bit tangled.
6 THE VICE CHAIR:  Okay.  I'd like to go back to the site
7      location map.  Let's see.  Where am I going to go
8      here?  I'll ask an easy question here.
9           There is a parcel 027-65-031.
10 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  Can you repeat that, 027?
11 THE VICE CHAIR:  65-031.
12 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  That's --
13 THE VICE CHAIR:  31.92 acres.
14 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  Yes, I -- I see that on the
15      map.
16 THE VICE CHAIR:  Am I understanding that parcel is
17      going to be for the collector lot only?
18 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  That that is correct.
19 THE VICE CHAIR:  All right.  So, the impact is going to
20      be very minimal?
21 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  That's correct, sir.
22 THE VICE CHAIR:  Now, it looks like it's a pretty -- it
23      looks like it's a gravel pit, and I'm curious as
24      to why that wasn't expanded and used as --
25      targeted as a parcel in which to add a solar
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1      array.
2 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  Mr. Morissette, that parcel has
3      been a target of ours for a number of years.  We
4      have had interactions with the past two owners.
5      Most recently -- Pierce owns it currently.
6           We have been actively pursuing acquisition of
7      that parcel for -- for a very long time and have
8      been unsuccessful partially because of, as I
9      understand it, the economic value of the gravel on
10      the property.  The owner has not been willing to
11      sell or do anything with it until that gravel
12      supply has been exhausted.
13           This is similar to the conversations we had
14      with the gravel pit original property owners.
15      Right?  The residual value of the minerals on
16      those properties made it unattractive to sell
17      until those minerals were -- were removed and
18      sold.  Our hope is in the future we could acquire
19      this parcel, but unfortunately we've not been
20      successful and it's not available as an
21      alternative site for this project today.
22 THE VICE CHAIR:  Okay.  All right.  Thank you for that.
23           I think it will be a good time to take a
24      break and we'll come back at 4:40.  Hopefully,
25      that will give you enough time to gather the
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1      information that I was looking for and we will
2      continue with my cross-examination.  So we'll be
3      back --
4 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  Thank you, Mr. Morissette.
5           Can I clarify at 3 -- 3:40 Eastern we'll
6      resume?
7 THE VICE CHAIR:  Yes.
8 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  Thank you, sir.
9 THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you.
10
11               (Pause:  3:28 p.m. to 3:40 p.m.)
12
13 THE VICE CHAIR:  Okay.  Thank you, everyone.
14           Is the Court Reporter back with us?
15 THE REPORTER:  I am, and we are on the record.
16 THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you.
17           Okay.  During the break you were going to do
18      some homework, and I wonder if you have a
19      response?
20 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  We do have a response.  For the
21      record, David Bogan.
22           We do have a response, although it's not the
23      one that you were expecting.  We think we have the
24      information, but I advised the client that it
25      would probably be better served to make sure we
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1      are giving you the right information.  And so,
2      therefore we'd ask that we be allowed to provide
3      it as a late-filed exhibit if that's acceptable?
4 THE VICE CHAIR:  Yes, please.  I prefer to have the
5      correct information so we don't get confused.
6           Would it be advantageous to just include it
7      with Late-File 1?
8 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  If I may?  I'll defer to Mr. Svedlow
9      and Mr. Gravel.
10 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  Yeah.  Aaron Svedlow here.
11           Yes, of course we can do that.
12 THE VICE CHAIR:  Very good.
13 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  We'll make one clear map with
14      all that information.
15 THE VICE CHAIR:  That would be great.  Thank you.
16 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  Thank you, Mr. Morissette.
17 THE VICE CHAIR:  Okay.  What I'd like to do is -- as
18      part of the application or the motion to reopen
19      there were two exhibits.  One is the tree-clearing
20      map and the second is the farm soil, farmland soil
21      map.
22           Now, I did notice that if you look at the
23      tree-clearing map, certain parcels have farmland
24      soil on the same -- in the same areas as the
25      tree-clearing map.  Can somebody address that, or
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1      just kind of walk me through how that happens?
2 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  Yeah, I could give you some
3      input on that.  I think if -- you're referring to
4      parcel 046-49-004?
5 THE VICE CHAIR:  Yeah, that's one of them.
6 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  So, that property was at one
7      time either a tobacco farm or a nursery.  So, at
8      one time it was cleared.  That, that business or
9      owner, you know, stopped growing nursery stock, so
10      it has grown back.
11           And you will see in some locations where
12      farming just hasn't occurred where the soils might
13      meet a particular criteria, slopes, drainage
14      class.  And so, that's where you would see that
15      overlap.
16 THE VICE CHAIR:  Okay.  And that's similar to part of
17      the parcel on 017-66-022?
18 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  Correct.
19 THE VICE CHAIR:  Sorry to jump around here, but I'm
20      still on the farmland.  There's definitely tree
21      clearing.
22           Now, as part of the refiling page 34, it says
23      that there's 40.5 acres of cleared mixed deciduous
24      and conifer upland clearing.  Now, that 40.5
25      acres -- so, if I take the exhibit, the
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1      tree-clearing map, and I add up each of the
2      parcels, that that's the 40.5 acres?  Is that
3      around about what you're referring to?
4 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  Mr. Morissette, could you
5      please -- please rephrase that?
6           Are you looking for the total clearing, or
7      total clearing per property?
8 THE VICE CHAIR:  Well, sorry for the confusing
9      question, but I'm trying to correlate on page 34
10      of the filing there's a table 4.  It's a mix,
11      deciduous and conifer upland; 137.6 in total acres
12      of which the proposed clearing will be 40.5.
13 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  Yeah.  Mr. Morissette, Aaron
14      Svedlow again.
15           That would be across the -- all the clearing.
16      Right?  So, the -- the total clearing is 46.2.
17      40.5 of that is that particular type of forest.
18 THE VICE CHAIR:  Gotcha.  Okay.  Right.  So, if I look
19      at this map, the locations, the tree-clearing map
20      in the filing, all those locations would add up to
21      the 40.5 or 46.2?
22 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  Yeah.
23 THE VICE CHAIR:  Okay.
24 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  For all habitat types, it would
25      be 46.2.  For the -- the mixed, it would be 40.5.
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1      That's correct.
2 THE VICE CHAIR:  Okay.  So, these are not classified as
3      pine forests.  So, what is the value of a mixed
4      deciduous and conifer upland forest?
5 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  I think that would be best
6      answered from Brett Trowbridge or Jack Pearson.
7 THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you.
8 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  Brett, would you like to go
9      first?  Mr. Trowbridge?
10 THE WITNESS (Trowbridge):  Yes.  Vice Chair Morissette,
11      I can if -- if I may double back regarding your
12      farmland tree-cover question?
13 THE VICE CHAIR:  Yes.
14 THE WITNESS (Trowbridge):  Just -- just to clarify that
15      the farmland is identified through the map soil
16      units.  And so, that that is independent of
17      whether it's active, actively being farmed or not.
18      It has nothing to do with land use.  It's just its
19      potential for agriculture.
20 THE VICE CHAIR:  Okay.  Thank you for that
21      clarification.
22 THE WITNESS (Trowbridge):  For -- for your next
23      question, you were asking about the value of
24      deciduous versus coniferous or -- or forest versus
25      non-forest.  Can you just restate that again?
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1           I'm sorry.
2 THE VICE CHAIR:  Yeah, I'm trying to put it in a
3      relationship to prime, prime forest -- I'm not
4      using the correct term there -- and what kind of
5      value for the environment does one have versus the
6      other?
7 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  Mr. Trowbridge, maybe -- maybe
8      specifically you could highlight the difference
9      between the type of forested habitat we have here
10      that would be cleared and what's considered
11      core-forest habitat in Connecticut.
12           Mr. Morissette, if I'm misinterpreting,
13      please --
14 THE VICE CHAIR:  No.  You hit it right on the mark.
15      Thank you.
16 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  Thank you, sir.
17 THE WITNESS (Trowbridge):  Aaron, thanks for reciting
18      that.
19           I -- I'm not aware of the definition of core
20      forest.  I've -- just reading through the exhibits
21      that have been submitted, I understand that the
22      forests that we're dealing with are not part of
23      the core forest because there are edges, for
24      example, on the forest that we've identified along
25      Dry Brook.  That is a small inholding surrounded
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1      by otherwise agricultural or residential
2      development.  And so, the -- the higher value is
3      placed on forests that are contiguous.
4           I don't know if Jeff Peterson, if you have
5      anything to add to that definition of the
6      core-forest habitats?
7 THE WITNESS (Peterson):  (Inaudible.)
8 THE VICE CHAIR:  I think you're on mute.
9 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  Jeff, you're on mute.
10 THE WITNESS (Peterson):  Sorry about that.
11           The core-forest definition in Connecticut,
12      you know, talks about blocks of forest that are,
13      you know, within -- they have a 300-foot forested
14      buffer surrounding them.  And these larger
15      habitats, you know, provide cover for certain
16      species that do not tolerate disturbance.
17           The area, you know, the forests, you know, in
18      this project have been encroached upon by various
19      activities from landfills to gravel mining and --
20      and agriculture, and are in that sense fragmented
21      and may not support the diversity that a core
22      forest does.  I think that's why they, you know,
23      consider them differently.
24           That's not saying that these forests have no
25      value.  They do.  They provide habitat for common

Page 81

Sanders, Gale & Russell | A Plus Reporting
Veritext Companies www.veritext.com



1      wildlife species and, you know, but they are not
2      of the same value as a core-forest area.
3 THE VICE CHAIR:  So, it appears that these properties,
4      some of these properties were at one time farming
5      properties.  And once the farms started to utilize
6      them, they turned into forests.  So, they're not
7      mature forests at this point, or maybe have not
8      developed into a core forest.
9           Is that a correct way of looking at it?
10 THE WITNESS (Peterson):  Well, you know you can
11      reestablish buffers and create -- recreate core
12      forest, but that just hasn't happened here even in
13      the -- the conditions that are out there now.
14 THE VICE CHAIR:  Is that because --
15 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  (Unintelligible) -- oh, sorry.
16 THE VICE CHAIR:  Is that because there's -- not enough
17      time hasn't gone by for it to develop into a core
18      forest?  Or it's just not located in an area that
19      would lend itself to be a core forest at the end
20      of the day?
21 THE WITNESS (Peterson):  I haven't examined the site to
22      the point that I can answer that correctly, but
23      it's, you know, the core-forest maps are prepared
24      by DEP.  And these areas do not qualify based on
25      the existing disturbance that's around them today,
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1      or when the map was created.
2           That doesn't, you know, eliminate the
3      potential that something could become a core
4      forest theoretically at some point in the future,
5      but we're looking at existing conditions when we
6      do the evaluation.
7 THE VICE CHAIR:  Okay.  All right.  We're going to move
8      on.  Now we're going to talk a little bit about
9      farmland, going to question 21 in the late files.
10           Now, question 21 talks about the phase one
11      and phase two.  And it basically says that the
12      phase-two ESA indicates the expansion properties'
13      soil contain arsenic or one or more pesticides
14      detected above pollutant mobility criteria and/or
15      direct exposure criteria.
16           Now, I understand that this area was very,
17      very much a tobacco growing area.  Now, is it
18      containing arsenic and pesticides because it grew
19      tobacco?
20 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  Just a quick question to you,
21      Mr. Morissette.  Are you referring to
22      interrogatories to the siting council questions?
23 THE VICE CHAIR:  Yes --
24 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  Okay.
25 THE VICE CHAIR:  Yes, response to 21.  Excuse me.
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1 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  Great.  I would defer to Adam
2      Henry to provide that response.
3 THE WITNESS (Henry):  Adam Henry, GZA.
4           Yeah, that's correct.  The historical
5      application of pesticides is associated with
6      tobacco farming.
7 THE VICE CHAIR:  Also arsenic?
8 THE WITNESS (Henry):  And other pesticides, yes.
9 THE VICE CHAIR:  Okay.  Are most of the fields
10      contaminated with pesticides and arsenic -- the
11      farmland, I should say, that we're looking at
12      here?
13 THE WITNESS (Henry):  The testing that we did indicated
14      that there were low concentrations of certain
15      pesticides in many of the fields, and arsenic was
16      present in -- in several of the samples.
17           Arsenic is also a naturally occurring metal
18      in soils.  So, the one detection of arsenic at a
19      concentration that was above the residential
20      direct exposure criteria was limited to one
21      location, one sample location.
22 THE VICE CHAIR:  So, over time does arsenic and
23      pesticides dissipate in the soil?  Or is it once
24      it's found, is it there for a long time?
25 THE WITNESS (Henry):  Typically, they remain in soil
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1      for a long time.
2 THE VICE CHAIR:  Okay.  And having this type of soil
3      contaminants, does that preclude you from farming
4      other products, other crops?
5 THE WITNESS (Henry):  I'm not -- I'm not a farmer, but
6      my understanding is that the presence of these --
7      solely of these pesticides would not preclude you
8      from -- from farming crops.
9 THE VICE CHAIR:  Okay.  So, the farmland soils are
10      still viable farming areas.  Okay?
11 THE WITNESS (Henry):  Well, solely as with respect to
12      the presence of -- of pesticides, that wouldn't
13      preclude the -- their use for farming.
14           As far as whether they're suitable for
15      farming, I -- I can't opine on that.
16 THE VICE CHAIR:  Right.  Gotcha.  Thanks for that
17      clarification.
18           Okay.  I found a table in your responses
19      associated with number 56 to be extremely helpful
20      as far as how much prime farmland is going to be
21      utilized.
22           Okay.  Let's go to the project figure layout.
23      Okay.  I'd like to look at parcel 017-66-022.
24 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  Mr. Morissette, could you please
25      repeat that number, please?
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1 THE VICE CHAIR:  Certainly.  017-66-022.
2 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  I believe that's the
3      southernmost parcel.  Is that correct?
4 THE VICE CHAIR:  Yes, that's correct.
5 A VOICE:  That's Markowski, Mr. Gravel.
6 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  I see it, yes.
7 THE VICE CHAIR:  Okay.  So, you've got a total of 6.1
8      acres of forest that's going to be cleared.  I'm
9      curious why you ended up shaping the array in that
10      form and it lowered the amount of forest clearing.
11 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  Yeah, happy to take that.  I
12      might defer to Steve Kochis on some of the
13      constraints that dictate the extent of our
14      workspace.  But looking at this property, it is
15      quite flat in those forested areas, so they are
16      feasible for construction.  We can uphold proper
17      stream buffers from Dry Brook, a more intermittent
18      stream.
19           Our intent here is to -- to utilize that area
20      while still maintaining tree buffer for the
21      residents along the other side, along the -- the
22      neighborhood located southeast of that property.
23 THE VICE CHAIR:  Just bear with me for a second here.
24      I've got papers all over the place.
25
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1                           (Pause.)
2
3 THE VICE CHAIR:  Looking at the Martin Maslak property,
4      I'm curious why the northern array kind of comes
5      down closer to the property line rather than going
6      straight across.
7 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  Yeah, I could take that one,
8      Mr. Morissette.  This is Aaron Svedlow.  And
9      Mr. Gravel and others, feel free to jump in.
10           One of the things that we do when we engineer
11      and design these projects is take into account all
12      the competing constraints.  Right?  Setbacks from
13      wetlands, setbacks from property lines, visual
14      impacts and the desire to clear less forest, and
15      often that results in a strange shape that's a
16      result of those competing constraints on our
17      arrays.  And the Maslak Martin properties are a
18      good example of that.
19           We are avoiding a vernal pool.  We have
20      setbacks from that vernal pool, and then those
21      setbacks are competing with setbacks from property
22      lines and other constraints.
23           I hope that answered your question.
24 THE WITNESS (Kochis):  Yeah, and --
25 THE VICE CHAIR:  It does, but I am concerned that the
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1      array is encroaching on the Donna M. House.  And
2      that by just going -- you see where the collector
3      line cuts straight across, that you would
4      eliminate that encroachment.
5 THE WITNESS (Kochis):  This is -- this is Steve Kochis,
6      Mr. Morissette.  I'll add some color to Aaron's
7      response.
8 THE VICE CHAIR:  Sure.
9 THE WITNESS (Kochis):  I may ask someone to just
10      correct me if I misspeak on the -- the number, but
11      to Aaron's point, this project has coordinated
12      with the wildlife division at CT DEEP, and we've
13      been asked to hold a 300-foot non-disturbed buffer
14      to Ketch Brook.
15           I believe in reference to your question about
16      why the north edge of the Martin Maslak
17      development can't go straight to the west, it's
18      because of the buffer distance to the Ketch Brook
19      that has been requested by the wildlife division.
20 THE VICE CHAIR:  Well, I don't think you're following
21      my question.  If you look where the Donna M. house
22      is, straight to the north, there's an area at the
23      end of the access road that's below the collector
24      line that is encroaching on the Donna M. house.
25 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  Mr. Morissette, would you be
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1      willing to tell us specifically which figure
2      you're looking at, just so we're --
3 THE VICE CHAIR:  Sure.  It's the September 24, 2025,
4      project layout figure, Martin Maslak property,
5      distance to inverters.
6 THE WITNESS (Kochis):  I apologize.  I --
7      Mr. Morissette, Steve Kochis again.
8           I think I see what you're talking about.  So,
9      that is extending to the south --
10 THE VICE CHAIR:  Yes.
11 THE WITNESS (Kochis):  -- south of the collection line.
12           I think I'm going to refer back to Aaron's
13      points about, you know, the sites being -- being
14      maximized while being mindful of all the
15      constraints.
16           We've laid out the panels here meeting all,
17      you know, applicable state setbacks to property
18      lines, vernal pools, Ketch Brook, et cetera.  I
19      think the collection line, Jon, Jon Gravel may --
20      may wish to -- to correct me here, but that, the
21      collection line is irrespective of the layout of
22      the panels to some degree.
23 THE VICE CHAIR:  Uh-huh?
24 THE WITNESS (Kochis):  It can weave in and out of the
25      array.  It doesn't necessarily have to go around
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1      the perimeter of it per se.  So, you know, there
2      they're -- they're kind of independent of each
3      other.  I think that's -- it might be the answer
4      you're kind of looking for.
5           We've -- we've designed the panels to -- to
6      maximize the parcel acreages with the constraints,
7      and then the collection is -- is separate to the
8      layout of the panels.
9 THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you for that, but I'm not
10      concerned about the collection line.  I'm
11      concerned about the arrays south of the collection
12      line.
13 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  Oh, I see that, the two blue
14      array squares south of the agenda -- or the
15      magenta line?
16 THE VICE CHAIR:  Yeah, exactly.
17 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  I understand.
18 THE VICE CHAIR:  Is it possible to get rid of those so
19      you have more of a buffer for 60 Wapping Road?
20 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  If I could add maybe back to
21      Steve Kochis?  But I believe this location is
22      recessed in -- in a fashion compared to those,
23      those houses, maintaining a lot of -- of tree
24      cover in that location.  I think, although we are
25      sensitive to abutters here, we feel as though
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1      there would be no visual impact and no noise
2      impacts as well based on our noise analysis.
3 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  Yeah.  To elaborate on that,
4      Mr. Morissette, Mr. Gravel is correct.  You know,
5      this location, those panels meet the criteria for
6      all of the required setbacks from the stream, from
7      the road, from the abutter.
8           That said, I understand your point.  Those
9      are probably some of the closest panels we have to
10      a residence.  The project is willing to look at
11      ways we could relocate those specific panels
12      elsewhere with the understanding that there are
13      other constraints we have to work with.
14           But I -- I could see a scenario where we are
15      able to move those three tables, which is what we
16      call those boxes, to another location in this
17      specific array area to increase that setback.
18 THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you.
19 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  Yes, sir.
20 THE VICE CHAIR:  Okay.  I'm getting close to wrapping
21      up.  Approximately how many medium voltage
22      transformers are there on the project?  Is there
23      one for each array, or is there more than one for
24      each array?
25 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  I can start with this.  So, we
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1      have centralized inverters at this project, just
2      like the original project.  Those inverters are --
3      are centralized in a block of an array.  So, we
4      have eight proposed pads, I believe.
5           Steve Kochis, please correct me if I'm wrong.
6      Is there eight pads identified?
7 THE WITNESS (Kochis):  This is Steve Kochis.
8           That number sounds correct, but I will double
9      check it.
10 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  That's the number I have as
11      well, Mr. Gravel.
12 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  Thanks for confirming, you guys.
13           So, at those central locations, that's where
14      our inverters would be located based on the
15      generation of the facility.  So, not every pod of
16      panels is going to have an inverter.  They would
17      be located in a central location where enough
18      energy can be delivered to that inverter
19      conversion.
20 THE VICE CHAIR:  Very good.
21           Are the transformers on that skid as well?
22 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  Correct.
23 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  Yeah, yes.  Mr. Morissette,
24      it's a combined transformer inverter skid, very
25      typical of the industry.  They're able to be
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1      micro-sited and they are allocated to a certain
2      number of megawatts of corresponding panels.
3 THE VICE CHAIR:  Great.  Okay.  And the transformers,
4      we're going to get back on the type of oil.  So
5      you're boosting it up to 345 -- 34.5 kV.  It's
6      going underground to the substation.
7           Are there any overhead distribution poles
8      contemplated at all in this design?
9 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  I can take this one.  There are
10      no proposed overhead lines.  If there were to be
11      an overhead pole, it would be at the substation
12      just to convert -- get the line into the
13      substation in a proper way.  So, if there was to
14      be an aboveground structure, it would be at the
15      substation property.
16 THE VICE CHAIR:  Okay.  And the array voltages, what
17      are those going to be?  So, you're going to 34.5
18      kV.  What are the operating voltages of the
19      arrays?
20 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  The arrays are -- Aaron, maybe
21      you want to take -- Aaron Svedlow, would you mind
22      taking that one?
23 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  Yeah.  That the arrays
24      themselves are relatively low-voltage DC.  I'd
25      have to get back to you on the exact number, but
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1      each panel is -- I think, Jon, we're up to 700
2      watts here.  So that, the overall voltage on the
3      DC side is quite low, and then it's inverted to AC
4      at the inverters and stepped up to that 34.5.
5 THE VICE CHAIR:  Okay.  Thank you.
6           So, as far as distribution poles, both the
7      1422 and 1463 had -- the interconnect to the
8      distribution system had extensive distribution
9      pole requirements, which will now be eliminated.
10           Is that correct?
11 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  Mr. Morissette, that is
12      correct.  One could make the argument that by
13      changing the point of interconnection for arrays
14      that would have been located on those properties
15      to an existing substation, the gravel pit solar
16      substation, and putting all of those collector
17      lines and gen-tie lines underground, we are
18      minimizing and avoiding additional visual impacts
19      to the area.
20 THE VICE CHAIR:  Very good.  That concludes my
21      questioning for this afternoon.  Thank you, panel,
22      for your responses.  I appreciate it very much.
23           All right.  What I think I'll do is I'm going
24      to go back through the Council and see if there's
25      any follow-up questions, considering the -- you
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1      know something may have come up that someone
2      wasn't thinking of and may want to ask a follow-up
3      question.  We'll start with Mr. Perrone.
4           Mr. Perrone, any followup?
5 MR. PERRONE:  I have one followup on a question you had
6      just asked.  What would be the line voltage AC
7      coming out of the inverters before you go into the
8      medium voltage transformer?
9 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  So, the voltage of the lines
10      coming out of the inverters is all 34.5 kV,
11      Mr. Perrone.  And then, the -- the lines are
12      combined, but the voltage stays the same and the
13      lines go back to an existing generator step-up
14      transformer located in the Gravel Pit Solar
15      substation that will transform the voltage from
16      34.5 kV to the grid voltage of 115 kV.
17 MR. PERRONE:  My understanding is that it was coming
18      out of the medium transformer at 34.5?
19           What was it going in?
20 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  Yeah, so -- so, the native
21      voltage for the entire site on the AC side is 34.5
22      kV.  So, all of the DC arrays go into the
23      inverters.  It's inverted.  34.5 comes out because
24      that that transformer is located right there, and
25      then those lines go back to the project
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1      substation.  The existing substation connect to an
2      existing breaker, and then that goes to 115 kV at
3      an existing transformer.
4 MR. PERRONE:  Thank you.
5 THE VICE CHAIR:  Mr. Perrone, I'm not quite sure you
6      got the answer you're looking for.  He's looking
7      for the output voltage of the inverters going into
8      the transformer.  Is that 34.5?
9 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  Oh, within the actual skid
10      itself?
11 THE VICE CHAIR:  Yeah.
12 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  Oh.  That's -- that's a good
13      question.  No, I mean, there's -- there's a
14      trans -- something's getting transformed.
15      That's -- that's a question that unfortunately is
16      above my pay grade.
17           We can get an engineer to look into that, but
18      all of that is in the inverter skid itself.  So
19      the DC-to-AC conversion -- I apologize if I
20      misunderstood.  The DC-to-AC conversion goes to --
21      I believe it's something like 12 point something
22      kV.  We'll get clarification.
23           And then the transformer within that same
24      skid brings it to 34.5, but there will not be any
25      visible lines or any additional runs of a separate
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1      AC voltage within the array.  It's all in the --
2      in the box.
3 MR. PERRONE:  Thank you.
4 THE VICE CHAIR:  Mr. Perrone, are you all set?
5 MR. PERRONE:  Yes, thank you.
6 THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you.  Okay.  We'll continue with
7      Mr. Hammerling.  Anything -- any followup,
8      Mr. Hammerling?
9 MR. HAMMERLING:  I appreciate the consideration, Vice
10      Chair Morissette, but no additional questions.
11           Thank you.
12 THE VICE CHAIR:  Very good.  Thank you.
13           Mr. Nguyen, any followup?
14 MR. NGUYEN:  Yes, Mr. Vice Chair.  I just want to
15      follow up with the question with respect to the
16      Markowski lot.  That would be 1766022 in the
17      southern part of the plant.  Do you see that?
18 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  I do.
19 MR. NGUYEN:  And with respect to the distance from the
20      fence to the property line -- and I see that
21      there's an instance where there's about 40 feet
22      distance, specifically to address 40 Graham Road.
23           So, my question is, assuming that you
24      increase the setback, to that extent the solar
25      panel -- probably the number of solar panels will
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1      be reduced.  Now the 30 megawatts would be reduced
2      as well.  Is that correct?
3 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  Could you --
4 VOICES:  (Unintelligible) --
5 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  Yeah, I think I understand the
6      question, Mr. Gravel, if you don't mind?
7           If we were to reduce the number of panels on
8      the site, the total megawatt production would be
9      reduced as well.
10 MR. NGUYEN:  And do you have any idea what would that
11      mean for percentage?
12 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  If we were to reduce the
13      project in which area, sir?
14 MR. NGUYEN:  Yes, specifically the Markowski lot.
15 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  Yes.  Okay.
16 MR. NGUYEN:  1766022.
17 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  And -- and if we were to do
18      what to reduce it there?  I'm sorry.
19 MR. NGUYEN:  Yes.  So, the purpose of reducing here --
20      and I've been trying to understand -- to increase
21      the setback.  Right now it seems 40 feet, the
22      distance between that lot and 40 Graham Road.
23 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  I understand.
24 MR. NGUYEN:  I'm looking at the scenario where if the
25      panel is further reduced, that means the distance
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1      may increase to higher than 40 feet.  I'm trying
2      to understand what's the consequences of that.
3 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  I understand, yeah.  So, I
4      think for this particular area there, there's a
5      couple things that we consider.  One is -- and
6      this goes back to the previous conversation about
7      inverters.  It's important for us to get enough
8      power to justify an inverter block.
9           So, when we do a site like this where there
10      are multiple small inverter blocks, small array
11      areas, if we are reducing the number of panels in
12      any given area sometimes it's not enough for that
13      individual inverter, and that becomes an economic
14      hardship on the project.  You're buying more
15      inverters than you actually need.  That's one
16      point.
17           The second point I'll make is this lot in
18      particular has an existing vegetative buffer and
19      an existing stream corridor between the homes on
20      Graham Road and the project array and fence area.
21      So, the 40-foot distance between the fence edge
22      and the property line we feel is appropriately
23      screened and buffered because of the existing
24      vegetation and the existing stream corridor.  It
25      may be possible for us to pull the fence back
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1      closer to the panels in this area, but I think in
2      this area our preference would be to -- to not
3      lose or have to change the location of panels.
4           The team can certainly look at that, but I
5      know that in this, on this property in particular
6      they've spent a lot of time trying to micro-site
7      to minimize or -- sorry, to maximize the setback
8      from those homes.
9 THE WITNESS (Kochis):  Mister -- Mr. Nguyen, this is
10      Steve Kochis.  And I apologize for hopping in, but
11      I think I'd like to make a clarification for the
12      record, and I think this is perhaps something we
13      can issue as a late-filed exhibit as well, a
14      revision to this map.
15           But I believe that distance from the
16      perimeter fence to 40 Graham Road should read 140
17      feet, not 40 feet.
18 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  And Mr. Kochis, you were -- you
19      are the engineer on the project, and that's
20      something you noticed in your design documents,
21      and maybe there was a mislabeling?
22 THE WITNESS (Kochis):  This is Steve Kochis.
23           Yes, that's correct.  On the -- on the figure
24      that we prepared, Exhibit D, for the responses to
25      the council interrogatories, perimeter fence
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1      distances, that distance between the Markowski
2      parcel perimeter fence and the 40 Graham Road
3      parcel should read 140 feet, not 40 feet.
4 MR. NGUYEN:  Yes.  Thank you for that clarification.
5           I would appreciate it, Mr. Morissette, if
6      that can be clarified or verified as a late file.
7 THE VICE CHAIR:  Yes, we will make that as a late file.
8 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  Mr. Nguyen, does the
9      clarification of the distance from the fence to
10      the property line as 140 feet, with the
11      understanding that we will make a late filing,
12      does that alleviate your concern for those arrays,
13      those panels?
14 MR. NGUYEN:  Well, we'll see.  We'll see when we see
15      that late file.
16 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  Understood.  Thank you, sir.
17 MR. NGUYEN:  And now, one other question regarding the
18      noise.  And I'm looking at the application or the
19      narrative, and there was a table, and I believe
20      table ten, on page 62.  It shows a respective
21      noise level that's corresponding to each location.
22      And I see that, the projected generated sound
23      levels, and I see the overall sound levels.
24           Well, first of all, for the record could you
25      explain the difference between the two?
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1 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  I think that would be best
2      handled from Katie Kinsella or Tom Brooks from
3      VHB.
4 THE WITNESS (Brooks):  I can take this one, Mr. Gravel.
5      Tom Brooks, VHB.
6           The project-generated sound levels in table
7      ten take into account the sound levels produced by
8      the site only.  The overall sound levels in table
9      ten take into account the existing sound levels
10      without the site, and the project generated sound
11      levels added together.
12 MR. NGUYEN:  And this is the daytime calculation.  At
13      nighttime the facility is essentially -- there's
14      no operation, and therefore there would be no
15      noise level at nighttime.  Is that correct?
16 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  I can take that.  Yes, that the
17      inverters will not make any sounds when the sun is
18      not shining.  So, at nighttime, evening hours
19      there wouldn't be any sound generation.
20 MR. NGUYEN:  And it's my understanding that the
21      inverter in this particular siting is calculated
22      at at least 120 feet, or 200 feet away from
23      property line -- 200 feet from the property line.
24           Is that correct?
25 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  I think, Steve Kochis, if you
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1      don't mind hopping on that?
2 THE WITNESS (Kochis):  Yeah, I'll hop in.  This is
3      Steve Kochis.
4           That's correct.  All the inverter skids
5      that -- that also contain the transformers that
6      are the noise generating equipment for this
7      project are located at least 200 feet from a
8      property line.
9 MR. NGUYEN:  And obviously, this is the theoretical
10      noise level that's being studied at the moment.
11      And that would be post -- assuming the project is
12      approved, it would be -- a post-construction noise
13      study would be presented.  Is that correct?
14 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  I -- one thing I just was
15      thinking about is if -- if any that's required,
16      absolutely.  And I think maybe that is something
17      that is required, so we would do so as such.
18 MR. NGUYEN:  And to that extent, did you expect the
19      noise level would be reduced or would be
20      increased?  During the construction is the company
21      monitoring that, and perhaps provide any
22      mitigation to further reduce down the noise level?
23 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  Yeah.  Aaron Svedlow with
24      Gravel Pit Solar.  I can take that.
25           We're -- we're certainly open to assessing
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1      sound impacts post construction.  I think
2      Mr. Brooks does a good job of modeling these, but
3      I'm sure he'd be happy to go out and validate his
4      work after the fact.
5           We are also open to exploring mitigation
6      options post construction if required to do so.
7      In the event that Mr. Brooks calculations were
8      inaccurate or something has changed -- I'm not
9      sure what that would be, but if there are higher
10      than expected sounds emitting from our equipment
11      there are mitigation options that we can explore
12      including --
13 MR. NGUYEN:  Then --
14 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  Oh.  Sorry, sir.  Go ahead.
15 MR. NGUYEN:  No, go ahead.  My apologies.
16 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  Including noise barriers.
17      That's typically a last-resort option because
18      there's a corresponding visual impact associated
19      with those, but sound barriers can be used if
20      indeed there is an issue.
21           But one of the things the project team does
22      is spend a considerable amount of time siting the
23      inverters within the array to assure that we are
24      below, and in most cases well below the statutory
25      requirements.
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1 MR. NGUYEN:  Okay.  Thank you, panel.
2           Thank you, Mr. Morissette.
3 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  Thank you, sir.
4 THE VICE CHAIR:  Mr. Carter, any follow-up questions?
5 MR. CARTER:  Thank you, Mr. Vice Chair.  I just have
6      one.
7           I'm noticing that the proposed expansion
8      parcels are still along that active rail line.
9      And I just wanted to know will the Applicants need
10      to reach back out to DOT for any sort of
11      right-of-way entry permitting, or anything of the
12      sort?
13 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  Yeah, very good question.  Yes,
14      we are engaged with DOT Department of Rail.  They
15      require a license for us to cross under their
16      property, and we're pursuing that concurrently.
17 MR. CARTER:  Thank you.
18           That's all I have, Mr. Vice Chair.
19 THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you, Mr. Carter.
20           Ms. Hall, any follow-up questions?
21 MS. HALL:  No follow-up questions.  Thank you to my
22      fellow Councilmembers for asking the questions
23      that helped make this a lot more understandable.
24 THE VICE CHAIR:  Very good.  Thank you.
25           I have a follow-up question.  It's not
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1      relating to -- it's more a general question for
2      the Applicant and it's concerning the economics of
3      the project.
4           Considering now that the incentives are going
5      away -- the credits, I should say, are going away,
6      how much of a strain does that put on the
7      economics of this project?  And is it, you know,
8      the economics still viable?
9 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  Mr. Morissette, it's a very
10      good question.  That's something that we think
11      about a lot across our portfolio where we work,
12      you know, in many states.  One of the things that
13      makes this project attractive and I think
14      ultimately a very good choice for the State of
15      Connecticut is its ability to qualify for the full
16      ITC investment tax credit prior to the ramp down
17      of the percentage of ITC.
18           So, the project can be placed in service well
19      ahead of what we call the ITC cliff and should be
20      able to take advantage of all of the potential
21      credits available currently.  We have spent many,
22      I think hundreds of millions of dollars nationally
23      investing in safe-harbored equipment, including
24      panels and on other projects, transformers that
25      could be used to what we call belt and suspenders;
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1      just really make sure we are going to be able to
2      qualify.
3           So, some panels that were safe-harbored would
4      be allocated to this project to really ensure
5      we're able to meet that ITC requirement.
6 THE VICE CHAIR:  Interesting.  Thank you.  Thank you
7      for your response.  Very interesting.
8 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  Yes, sir.
9 THE VICE CHAIR:  Okay.  That concludes the questioning
10      by the Council.  Attorney Bogan, would you like to
11      go through the late files and make sure that we're
12      clear on them before we move on?
13           Attorney Bogan?
14 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  I'm sorry, Mr. Morissette.  I have --
15      and I'm not sure that we're up to speed, because I
16      have a total of five, I think, but there may be
17      more.
18           Late-File 1 was the revised site plan.
19      Late-File 2 was the status of the outstanding
20      return receipt.  Late-File 3 was the aerial map of
21      the site with the intervener locations.  Late-File
22      4, the type of oil and secondary containment.
23 THE VICE CHAIR:  And also if you could include any
24      alarms.
25 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  Thank you.
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1 THE VICE CHAIR:  Okay?
2 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  And then I may have missed one because
3      the other one I have as Late-File 5 was
4      Mr. Kochis' correction of the distance between the
5      Markowski project property and 40 Graham Road.
6           So, I may have missed something there, but
7      that's what I have.
8 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  Attorney Bogan, that's what I
9      have as well.  I have just maybe the one that
10      we're sort of missing is the additional
11      information on capacity in Late-File 1 with the
12      site plan labeled 1 through 15, the corresponding
13      abutter list and the capacity on each parcel.
14 THE VICE CHAIR:  But also, just so we're clear on
15      Late-File 1 -- and Mr. Perrone, help me out here
16      if I'm incorrect -- we're looking for the site
17      plan with labels on it 1 through 15 for each of
18      the parcels, and then a table that includes each
19      of the parcels 1 through 15, and their respective
20      property IDs; the prime farmland, how much is
21      being used, how much is being cleared for trees;
22      and then the megawatts.
23           So, it's really a summary of everything.
24      Everything that --
25 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  That's very clear, sir.
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1 THE VICE CHAIR:  Great.
2 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  Very clear.
3 THE VICE CHAIR:  Right.  And there was one more.
4      Attorney Bogan, it has to do with the inverter
5      output before it gets to the transformer and then
6      converted to 34.5.
7 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  Do we want to designate that as six?
8           I have another one, too, that I think you
9      asked for.
10 THE VICE CHAIR:  We can.  We can we can add that as
11      six, sure.
12           And what was the other one?  I don't have
13      that other one.
14 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  This was the sheep information, and
15      that's all my note says.  But I recall the
16      questioning, but I don't recall specifically what
17      was being requested with regard to the sheep.  I
18      don't know if Mr. Gravel recalls that one.
19 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  Yeah.  I mean, Attorney Bogan,
20      I have it as the grazing plan with the name of the
21      potential contractor, water, and the schedule.
22      And with emergent -- emergency contact information
23      on the -- the signs near the sheep grazing area.
24           My understanding was -- and we can certainly
25      provide that as a late file, but the contractor
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1      would not have been selected yet, per se.  So,
2      that would be bracketed in those changes to the
3      plan.
4           Mr. Gravel, is that consistent with your
5      recollection?
6 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  Yeah, that's -- that's generally
7      right.  I think one -- one thing just to ask a
8      question, you know, the operation phase is a ways
9      out.  We will have picked -- we are in
10      communication with various sheep professionals.
11           And the timing, we -- is it to the Siting
12      Council's benefit to provide this bracketed sheep,
13      or -- or actually have a contractor selected as
14      part of this review of the application?
15 THE VICE CHAIR:  Let me ask Mr. Perrone whether he's
16      actually looking for it as part of the application
17      review, or if the project is approved to be
18      included as part of the D and M plan.
19           Mr. Perrone, any thoughts on that?
20 MR. PERRONE:  I believe those sheep items that I was
21      asking about were supplements to the final sheep
22      grazing plan if the project is approved.
23 THE VICE CHAIR:  Very good.
24 MR. PERRONE:  So, they were not intended to be a late
25      file.
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1 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  Thank you, Mr. Perrone.
2 THE VICE CHAIR:  Very good.  Thanks for that
3      clarification, Mr. Perrone.  Okay.
4 MS. HALL:  Mr. Morissette, if I may?
5 THE VICE CHAIR:  Yes.
6 MS. HALL:  Your question about sheep grazing reminded
7      me of a question that I intended to ask and forgot
8      about.
9 THE VICE CHAIR:  Certainly.  Go ahead.
10 MS. HALL:  And the issue is the herbicide spraying and
11      you answered it with regards to the sheep, but I
12      also have a question about whether it would
13      interfere with any of the apiary activities that
14      you are planning.
15 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  Yeah, the apiaries would be
16      outside the fence and those exact locations would
17      be managed by the beekeeper.  So, through dialogue
18      with certain beekeeper professionals, they want to
19      manage their area to protect those bees and make
20      sure that area would be avoided for any herbicide.
21      Or in conjunction of how he wants to manage it,
22      the beekeeper, he or she will manage the
23      vegetation in and around that, that beehive.
24 MS. HALL:  Thank you.
25 THE VICE CHAIR:  Anything else?
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1 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  Nothing, sir.
2 THE VICE CHAIR:  Very good.  Okay.  All right.  We will
3      continue with cross-examination of the certificate
4      holder by the Town of East Windsor.
5           Attorney Langer, good afternoon.
6      Unfortunately, we have -- we do have some time,
7      but not a lot.  So, we'll squeeze in as much as we
8      can.
9 ATTORNEY LANGER:  Understood.  Good afternoon, Vice
10      Chair Morissette and Councilmembers.  I'll get
11      started.
12           So, I'm just going to refer the Applicant to
13      interrogatory response number 15 of the Town's
14      interrogatories.  And in response to interrogatory
15      number 15, the Applicant states that it would have
16      site control over 944.3 acres -- 15, Council
17      approves the expansion.  Is that correct?
18 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  Pardon me.
19           Can you repeat?  Was that number 14?
20 ATTORNEY LANGER:  15 of the Town's interrogatories.
21 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  Correct.  That's what it states,
22      uh-huh.
23 ATTORNEY LANGER:  And so that, the response to
24      interrogatory 15 breaks down that total acreage.
25      So, that's -- just to clarify, 739.2 acres for the
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1      already approved project.
2           And is it 205 acres for the expansion?
3 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  That's what it says, yes.
4 ATTORNEY LANGER:  And that's including the -- well, the
5      revised site plan only dealt with the designation
6      of the town boundaries.  Right?  There were no
7      substantive changes to the acreage associated with
8      the projects.  Right?
9 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  That's correct.
10 ATTORNEY LANGER:  All right.  Are all of the parcels --
11      I'm going to ask you just to refer to
12      interrogatory number 14, the response to
13      interrogatory 14 of the Town's requests.  Are all
14      of the parcels listed in that table in response to
15      interrogatory 14 associated with either the
16      approved project or the expansion?
17 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  Yes.  Like, 14, the way the
18      question is phrased, the total acreage of all the
19      land in the town over which GPS or affiliates of
20      GPS have site control, that's correct.
21 ATTORNEY LANGER:  Okay.  And does GPS, Gravel Pit Solar
22      or any of its affiliates have a control, whether
23      it's an option to lease or an option to purchase
24      of any parcels off of Thrall Road, or is it
25      Chamberlain Road?
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1 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  Sorry, can you explain?  Sorry.
2      This is Aaron Svedlow, Gravel Pit Solar.
3           Can you define affiliate?
4 ATTORNEY LANGER:  Any -- any degree of common ownership
5      between Gravel Pit Solar entities and any other
6      entity within the corporate family, which I
7      understand just looking at page 5 of the
8      narrative, it says that the entities comprising of
9      GPS are affiliates of DESRI Holdings, LP.
10           So, it would be any entity within the
11      corporate family of DESRI Holdings or otherwise.
12 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  And this is off of which roads?
13 ATTORNEY LANGER:  Thrall Road and Clark Road,
14      Chamberlain Road.
15 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  Yes.  We have a separate
16      project that has been considered for properties
17      off of Thrall Road and Frog Hollow Road.  It is
18      not related to this docket.  It is in a separate
19      project entity and is not directly associated with
20      the approval or anything else related to this
21      project.
22 ATTORNEY LANGER:  Right.  Would that be the Saltbox
23      project?
24 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  That is one name for that
25      project.  That's correct.
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1 ATTORNEY LANGER:  Okay.  And just so I'm clear, does
2      DESRI or GPS or any affiliate of GPS or DESRI have
3      an ownership interest, whether it's an option to
4      lease or an option to, or a purchase of those
5      parcels?
6 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  Mr. Morissette, I'm going to object
7      because it appears that Attorney Langer is asking
8      questions about a project that is not this one.
9 ATTORNEY LANGER:  Well, if I could just respond?  The
10      interrogatory number 14 says, please state the
11      total acreage of all land in the town over which
12      GPS or affiliates of GPS have site control.
13      That's not limited to the approved project or the
14      expansion.  It's any project in the town that --
15      or any land in the town that GPS has any degree of
16      site control over.
17 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  I appreciate that.  Mr. Morissette,
18      I'm going to maintain the objection because I'm
19      not sure of the relevance to this project's
20      proposal.
21 THE VICE CHAIR:  I question the relevance of this as
22      well.
23           Attorney Bachman, any comments?
24 ATTORNEY BACHMAN:  Thank you, Vice Chair Morissette.
25           In our exploration of cumulative impacts, it
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1      extends to the cumulative environmental impacts of
2      the proposed expansion of the facility with
3      existing facilities.  Certainly, it doesn't
4      include any facility that may be planned for the
5      future or even pending with us at this time.
6 ATTORNEY LANGER:  But it's not -- the Applicant wasn't
7      responsive to the interrogatory.  And I think that
8      it's important to have an idea when exploring the
9      cumulative impact of what other projects are in
10      the pipeline, and there's quite a bit.
11           You know there's a website.  There's a lot
12      out there, and I think that that should be added
13      to the response to interrogatory 14 so that we
14      have a complete response.
15           So, that would be my request.
16 THE VICE CHAIR:  The response actually clarifies that
17      the number of parcels of marker to street
18      addresses for the approved project and the
19      expansion are provided in the table.  So, their
20      response was limited to the approved and
21      expansion.
22           Now, whether we broadened, broadened the
23      requirement to provide all, and considering its
24      only cumulative aspect of it is for existing, I'm
25      going to side with the objection.
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1           So, please continue.
2 ATTORNEY LANGER:  All right.  I will.  Okay.  I've
3      noted my -- I guess I'll move on.
4 THE VICE CHAIR:  Very good.  Thank you.
5 ATTORNEY LANGER:  So, 944 acres is a very large amount
6      of land attributable to a grid-scale project in a
7      small town like East Windsor.  Correct?
8 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  That's a pretty subjective
9      question, sir.
10 ATTORNEY LANGER:  Do you have an answer to the
11      question?
12 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  I don't have an opinion on what
13      the right amount of solar for a community is.
14 ATTORNEY LANGER:  Okay.  So, that 934 acres equals
15      41,120,640 square feet.  Right?
16 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  I would need to do that math.
17 ATTORNEY LANGER:  Okay.  And that's not even
18      considering the other approved or operational
19      grid-scale projects that are in the town of East
20      Windsor.  Correct?
21 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  I don't know.
22 ATTORNEY LANGER:  And according to the Applicant's
23      response to interrogatory number 16 of the Town's
24      interrogatories, the approved project occupies 347
25      acres of prime farmland soils.  Correct?
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1 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  That is the number listed in
2      that response.
3 ATTORNEY LANGER:  And also that, and in the Applicant's
4      response to number 16 of the Town's
5      interrogatories, expansion would occupy an
6      additional 115.8 acres of prime farmland.  Right?
7 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  The language is the area
8      proposed to be occupied within prime farmland by
9      the expansion is approximately 115.8 acres.
10 ATTORNEY LANGER:  And that total is approximately 462.8
11      acres?
12 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  I'm not as good at math as you
13      are, but that sounds reasonably correct.  Portions
14      of which are, as noted earlier, contaminated with
15      arsenic and pesticides.
16 ATTORNEY LANGER:  It was also noted that that is not an
17      impediment to future farming.  Correct?
18 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  That was noted by our
19      environmental expert who also indicated that he's
20      not a farmer.  And I'm not sure I would want to
21      eat a salad grown on those properties.
22 ATTORNEY LANGER:  Do you have experience farming?
23 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  I do not, sir.
24 ATTORNEY LANGER:  Okay.  And so, the 462.8 acres of
25      prime farmland does not take into account prime
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1      farmland that's occupied by other grid-scale solar
2      projects as this one is.  Correct?
3 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  We did not provide that number.
4 ATTORNEY LANGER:  So, for the parcels associated with
5      Petition 1463, specifically the Wapping Road
6      parcel, the Department of Agriculture stated that
7      the proposed five-megawatt solar project would not
8      materially impact the status of prime farmland as
9      long as the co-use plan was implemented.
10           Do you recall that?
11 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  Mr. Gravel, I think you're
12      closer to that than me.
13 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  Yeah, we're aware of that.
14 ATTORNEY LANGER:  Right.  I think you, the Applicant
15      provided a link to the Department of Agriculture's
16      written statement, I believe in response to
17      Interrogatory Number 18, if I'm not mistaken.
18           Is that correct?
19 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  That's correct.
20 ATTORNEY LANGER:  And so, that co-use plan includes
21      crop production on the Wapping Road parcel.
22           Correct?
23 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  It did include that.
24 ATTORNEY LANGER:  And the Applicant represented in
25      response to interrogatory 18 that it would not
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1      implement the farming component of the co-use
2      plan.  Right?
3 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  That is correct.
4 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  That's correct.  The
5      requirement for crop installation on solar
6      projects as a co-use, as I understand it, was a
7      requirement for certain Connecticut energy
8      procurement programs that we are not participating
9      in.
10 ATTORNEY LANGER:  You recall that the letter from the
11      Department of Agriculture, though, stated that
12      project would not materially impact the status of
13      prime farmland if the co-use plan was implemented,
14      which included the farming component.  Right?
15 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  I'd have to refer to the
16      letter.
17 ATTORNEY LANGER:  Okay.  And so, because Gravel Pit
18      Solar is not committed to all of the components of
19      the co-use plan, then according to the Department
20      of Agriculture's statement, that project would
21      materially impact the status of prime farmland.
22           Right?
23 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  I don't know if I'd make that
24      conclusion.
25 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  Aaron, the letter speaks for itself.
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1 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  If I could add, we are including
2      farming on surplus land located on that property,
3      the one closest to Wapping Road.
4           I'm not sure if the acreage of farming was
5      indicated from that previous applicant to the
6      Department of Agriculture, but we do have a
7      component of active agriculture for our project in
8      surplus land outside the fence.
9 ATTORNEY LANGER:  Is that included on the Wapping Road
10      parcel that's identified in Petition 1463?
11 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  Correct.
12 ATTORNEY LANGER:  It is within that parcel.
13           Is that what you're saying?
14 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  That is what I'm saying.
15 ATTORNEY LANGER:  But -- so, explain to me why the
16      Applicant represented that they would not
17      implement the farming component of the co-use plan
18      associated with that petition if you are in fact
19      doing that?  I'm confused by the response.
20 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  I think the difference here is
21      the farming is proposed within the array.  We're
22      proposing farming outside of the fence of the
23      array, but on the same property.
24 ATTORNEY LANGER:  And do you have the acreage amount of
25      what was proposed -- what was agreed to by the
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1      Department of Agriculture and what you're doing
2      outside of the fence line?
3 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  I don't have that information at
4      that moment.  Again, I'm unclear if acreage was
5      proposed inside the solar array.  There's
6      obviously places I don't think you could plant
7      vegetation or crops underneath the panels.  It's
8      probably limited to row spacing, so I don't have
9      that information.
10 ATTORNEY LANGER:  And Gravel Pit, the Applicant did not
11      consult with the Department of Agriculture
12      regarding the 115.8 acres that would be occupied
13      by the expansion project.  Correct?
14 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  That's correct.
15 ATTORNEY LANGER:  And the Department of Agriculture has
16      not represented in writing that the proposed
17      expansion will not materially affect the status of
18      the prime farmland to be occupied by the proposed
19      30-megawatt expansion.  Right?
20 THE WITNESS (Gravel):  I'm sorry.  Could you repeat
21      that?
22 ATTORNEY LANGER:  Sure.  The Department of Agriculture
23      has not represented in writing that the proposed
24      expansion will not materially affect the status of
25      the prime farmland that would be occupied by the
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1      expansion project.
2 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  It's our under -- it's our
3      understanding that this process that the project
4      is going through and the process that it went
5      through previously, because it is not a
6      declaratory ruling, we are not required.
7           And Attorney Bogan, you can help me if I'm
8      misstating the requirements, please, but that is
9      not a requirement.
10 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  You have accurately stated the
11      requirement.
12 ATTORNEY LANGER:  Yeah.  I mean, I don't know that
13      Attorney Bogan should be testifying, but the
14      answer is that you don't have a response from the
15      Department of Agriculture regarding the prime
16      farmland that would be occupied by the expansion.
17           Right?
18 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  We have provided all of --
19 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  The issue, Mr. Morissette, is that, as
20      Mr. Svedlow said, there was no requirement to
21      consult with it.  So, the answer would be yes,
22      because the law doesn't require that you solicit
23      the input of the Department of Agriculture.
24 ATTORNEY LANGER:  Is that an objection?  I'm just
25      asking a question, and I'd like a response.
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1 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  Well, the problem is, Mr. Morissette,
2      the question implicates a legal conclusion.  And
3      as a legal basis there's no requirement to consult
4      with the Department of Agriculture, so there's no
5      foundation for the question.
6 ATTORNEY LANGER:  That's not --
7 THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you.  And Attorney Bogan, he
8      cannot testify, as you've stated, Mr. Attorney
9      Langer.  He has answered the question, but you can
10      ask it again.
11 ATTORNEY LANGER:  I just -- I didn't hear him respond
12      to that.  So, if he did and it's on the record,
13      then I will move on.  Thank you.
14 THE VICE CHAIR:  Very good.  Thank you.
15 ATTORNEY LANGER:  Okay.  The Applicant did not evaluate
16      the cumulative impact on the Town of the total
17      acreage of prime farmland in East Windsor to be
18      occupied by grid-scale solar before filing this
19      application for the expansion.  Correct?
20 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  I'm sorry.  I don't understand
21      the question.  Can you repeat it, please?
22 ATTORNEY LANGER:  Sure.  Gravel, the Applicant did not
23      evaluate the cumulative effect of -- the
24      cumulative impact on the Town of the total acreage
25      of prime farmland occupied by grid-scale solar in
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1      East Windsor before filing Docket 492A.
2 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  Ms. Kinsella or Mr. Kochis, the
3      information we provided in the application, as I
4      understand it, covers the impacts of the proposed
5      amendment or expansion and the original project.
6           We did some analysis of cumulative impacts.
7      I don't recall whether this was specifically
8      addressed.  Do you have any recollection of that?
9 THE WITNESS (Kinsella):  This is Katie Kinsella from
10      VHB.
11           We did do some cumulative analyses for the
12      expansion and the approved project.  Prime
13      farmland soil was not one of them.
14 ATTORNEY LANGER:  Did that analysis include all of the
15      approved and operational grid-scale solar projects
16      in East Windsor?
17 THE WITNESS (Kinsella):  Did what analysis include the
18      approved project and the proposed expansion?
19 ATTORNEY LANGER:  The analysis that you just
20      referenced, did that analysis, which I believe you
21      said was about prime farmland, did that include
22      other existing and/or approved grid-scale solar
23      projects in East Windsor?
24 THE WITNESS (Kinsella):  No.
25 ATTORNEY LANGER:  And since the filing of the
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1      application for the expansion project, has the
2      Applicant considered the cumulative impact of all
3      grid-scale solar that's been approved or
4      operational on farmland in East Windsor?
5 THE WITNESS (Kinsella):  No.
6 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  Can I -- can I make a point
7      here, Attorney Langer?  I am not aware that it is
8      our obligation to make a full assessment of the
9      cumulative impacts of solar in the Town of East
10      Windsor.
11           We are here to provide information about our
12      projects.  We have a narrative that describes what
13      we think are the cumulative impacts, but I would
14      defer the assessment of those impacts to the
15      Siting Council.
16 ATTORNEY LANGER:  Okay.  Fair enough.  There was no --
17      I wasn't asking a question, but I appreciate, you
18      know, your input.
19           So, Gravel Pit Solar cleared 83 acres of
20      trees to accommodate the approved project.  Right?
21 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  Is that in our filings?
22           Where is that number from, sir?
23 ATTORNEY LANGER:  I'm referring to Docket 492.
24 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  I don't know if that's the
25      correct acreage, but some trees were cleared.
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1           We can look that up.
2 ATTORNEY LANGER:  I'd appreciate that.  Thank you.
3           If approved, Gravel Pit Solar would clear an
4      additional 46.2 acres of trees to accommodate the
5      expansion.  Correct?
6 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  That is correct.
7 ATTORNEY LANGER:  And if the 83-acre number I say is
8      accurate, from looking at Docket 492, the total
9      would be 129.2 acres of tree clearing to
10      accommodate the two projects combined.  Correct?
11 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  That is correct, if your number
12      from 492 is accurate.
13 ATTORNEY LANGER:  Fair enough.  And that's, again, not
14      considering the acreage of tree clearing that was
15      performed to accommodate the other approved and/or
16      operational grid-scale solar in East Windsor.
17           Correct?
18 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  I don't have an opinion on
19      that.
20 ATTORNEY LANGER:  And the Applicant did not evaluate
21      the impact on the Town of the total acreage of
22      tree clearing related to all of the operational or
23      approved grid-scale solar projects before filing
24      this expansion project with the Council.  Correct?
25 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  Objection --
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1 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  I don't have an opinion --
2 ATTORNEY BOGAN:  Objection, there's no foundation.  It
3      presumes that there was an obligation to do so.
4      Mr. Svedlow has already said they did not.
5 THE VICE CHAIR:  The Witness did state that they did
6      not.
7 ATTORNEY LANGER:  I had asked about the prime farmland.
8      If the Applicant is willing to stipulate that they
9      also didn't perform any cumulative analyses
10      regarding all of the tree clearing associated with
11      all of the approved and/or operational grid-scale
12      solar in East Windsor, then that's acceptable to
13      me.
14 THE VICE CHAIR:  I don't believe that the Witness
15      answered that question, and I believe that we
16      should have a response to that question.
17 ATTORNEY LANGER:  Thank you.
18 THE WITNESS (Svedlow):  We did not.  We did not believe
19      it was our obligation to do so.
20 THE VICE CHAIR:  Very good.
21           Attorney Langer, are you -- I know you're on
22      a roll here, but we are getting to the witching
23      hour.  But I don't want to interrupt if you have
24      any additional questions relating to the
25      cumulative impacts.  Or are you moving on to
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1      another topic?
2 ATTORNEY LANGER:  I want to be respectful of the
3      witching hour.  So, I'm happy to pause in my
4      examination at this point and continue at a later
5      date.
6 THE VICE CHAIR:  Very good.  Thank you.  I appreciate
7      that.  And I think everybody is ready to call it a
8      day.
9           So, thank you, everyone.  We will recess and
10      we will continue this evening at 6:30 for the
11      public comment session.  And we'll see everybody
12      then, and have a very nice dinner.  And thank you
13      for your participation this afternoon.
14           Thank you.
15
16                       (End:  5:03 p.m.)
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
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1                          CERTIFICATE
2
3           I hereby certify that the foregoing 129 pages
4      are a complete and accurate computer-aided
5      transcription of my original verbatim notes taken
6      of the remote teleconference meeting of The
7      Connecticut Siting Council EVIDENTIARY HEARING In
8      Re:  DOCKET NO. 492A, GRAVEL PIT SOLAR CERTIFICATE
9      OF ENVIRONMENTAL COMPATIBILITY AND PUBLIC NEED FOR
10      THE CONSTRUCTION, MAINTENANCE, AND OPERATION OF A
11      120-MEGAWATT-AC SOLAR PHOTOVOLTAIC
12      ELECTRIC-GENERATING FACILITY ON EIGHT PARCELS
13      GENERALLY LOCATED TO THE EAST AND WEST OF THE
14      AMTRAK AND CONNECTICUT RAIL LINE, SOUTH OF
15      APOTHECARIES HALL ROAD AND NORTH OF THE SOUTH
16      WINDSOR TOWN BOUNDARY IN EAST WINDSOR,
17      CONNECTICUT, AND ASSOCIATED ELECTRICAL
18      INTERCONNECTION, which was held before JOHN
19      MORISSETTE, THE VICE CHAIR, on October 9, 2025.
20
21                     <%35318,Signature%>
22

                    Robert G. Dixon, CVR-M 857
23                     Notary Public

                    My Commission Expires:  6/30/2030
24
25
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