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STATE OF CONNECTICUT

CONNECTICUT SITING COUNCIL

Docket No. 492A
Gravel Pit Solar Certificate of Environmental
Compatibility and Public Need for the Construction,
Maintenance, and Operation of a 120-megawatt AC
Solar Photovoltaic Electric-Generating Facility on
Eight Parcels Generally Located to the East and West
of the Amtrak and Connecticut Rail Line, South of
Apothecaries Hall Road and North of the South
Windsor Town Boundary in East Windsor, Connecticut,

and Associated Electrical Interconnection.

Zoom Remote Council Meeting (Teleconference),
Continued Evidentiary Session, on Tuesday, January 6,

2026, beginning at 2 p.m.

Held Be fore:

JOHN MORISSETTE, THE VICE CHAIR
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Councilmembers:

JOHN MORISSETTE (Vice Chair)

BRIAN GOLEMBIEWSKI,

DEEP Designee

QUAT NGUYEN

PURA Designee

CHANCE CARTER
KHRISTINE HALL

DR. SCOTT WILLIAMS

Council Staff:

MICHAEL PERRONE,

Siting Analyst

MELANIE BACHMAN, ESQ.,
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Executive Director and Staff Attorney
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A ppe ar ance s:(cont'd)
For GRAVEL PIT SOLAR (APP):
DAY PITNEY, LLP
One Federal Street, 29th Floor

Boston, Massachusetts 02110

By: DAVID. W. BOGAN, ESQ.

DBogan@daypitney.com
617.345.4629

For THE TOWN OF EAST WINDSOR (PAR):
UPDIKE, KELLY & SPELLACY
265 Church Street, 10th Floor

New Haven, Connecticut 06510

By: JESSE A. LANGER, ESQ.

JLanger@uks.com

203.786.8317

For NICOLE PARADISE, et al. (INT):

NICOLE PARADISE

For JULIA RIORDAN (PAR):

JULIA RIORDAN

For PAULA STOLINAS et al. (PAR):

PAULA STOLINAS
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(Begin: 2:00 p.m.)

THE VICE CHAIR: Good afternoon, ladies and gentlemen.

This continued evidentiary hearing session is
called to order this Tuesday, January 6, 2026, at
2 p.m. My name is John Morissette, Vice Chair of
the Connecticut Siting Council.

If you haven't done so already, I ask that
everyone please mute their computer audio and/or
telephones now. Thank you.

A copy of the prepared agenda is available on
the Council's website along with the record of
this matter, the public hearing notice,
instructions for public access to this public
hearing, and the Council's citizen's guide to the
Siting Council's procedures.

Other members of the Council are
Mr. Golembiewski, Mr. Nguyen, Mr. Carter,

Ms. Hall, and Dr. Williams. Members of the staff
are Executive Director Melanie Bachman, Siting
Analyst Michael Perrone, and Administrative
Support Lisa Fontaine.

This evidentiary session is a continuation of
the public hearing held on October 9, 2025, and
November 18, 2025. It is held pursuant to the
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provisions of Title 16 of the Connecticut General
Statutes and of the Uniform Administrative
Procedure Act upon the reopening of the Gravel Pit
Solar certificate of environmental compatibility
and public need for the construction, maintenance,
and operation of a 120-megawatt AC solar
photovoltaic electric generating facility on eight
parcels generally located to the east and west of
the Amtrak and Connecticut Rail line, south of
Apothecaries Hall Road and north of the South
Windsor town border and East Windsor, Connecticut,
and the associated electrical interconnection
based on changed conditions.

A verbatim transcript will be made of this
hearing and deposited with the East Windsor Town
Clerk's office for the convenience of the public.

The Council will take a 10- to 15-minute
break at a convenient juncture around 3:30 p.m.

In accordance with the Council's November 19,
2025, continued evidentiary hearing memo, we will
continue with cross-examination of the certificate
holder by the Nicole Paradise group.

Nicole Paradise, good afternoon.

NICOLE PARADISE: Good afternoon. How are you? Happy

New Year.
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THE VICE CHAIR: Happy New Year. Thank you.

NICOLE PARADISE: Shall I begin?

THE VICE CHAIR: Yes, please.

NICOLE PARADISE: Oh, okay. (Unintelligible.) Okay.
Happy to.

ATTORNEY BOGAN: Excuse me, Ms. Paradise?

NICOLE PARADISE: Yes?

ATTORNEY BOGAN: Mr. Morissette, if I may? I apologize

for the interruption. For the record, David Bogan

on behalf of the Applicant, Gravel Pit Solar.

I did want to acknowledge that we do have one

additional witness today. Mr. George from
Heritage Consultants is not available. So, his
colleague, David Leslie should be on.

I can't see him on the screen, but I wanted

to confirm that he was on. And if he is, we would

need to swear him in.
THE VICE CHAIR: I don't see him.
Mr. Leslie, are you on? Oh, there he is.
David Leslie. Yes.
Attorney Bachman, will you swear in
Mr. Leslie, please?
ATTORNEY BACHMAN: Certainly, Vice Chair Morissette.
Mr. Leslie, could you please turn on your

camera and raise your right hand?
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DAVID LESLTIE,
called as a witness, being sworn by
THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, was examined and

testified under oath as follows:

THE VICE CHAIR: Thank you, Attorney Bachman.

And thank you, Mr. Leslie.

Attorney Bogan, thank you for that.
According to Attorney Langer -- and I don't see
your panel as well.

ATTORNEY BOGAN: Mr. Leslie, can you hear me?

THE WITNESS (Leslie): I can.

ATTORNEY BOGAN: Thank you. Could you please state
your name, business affiliation, and address for
the record?

THE WITNESS (Leslie): Yeah. My name is David Leslie.
I'm the Director of Research at Heritage
Consultants, which is located at 830 Berlin
Turnpike in Berlin, Connecticut.

DR. WILLIAMS: Thank you. And did you assist in the
preparation of portions of the application that is
the subject of this proceeding?

THE WITNESS (Leslie): I did.

ATTORNEY LANGER: Mr. Bogan, I'm sorry to interrupt.

We can't see -- the only person that we can see is
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Mr. Leslie. We can't see any other members of
your witness panel, including yourself.

VICE CHAIR: Yes. Attorney Bogan -- there you go.
Not very clear at this point, but it looks like
you're making progress.

ATHAN GRAVEL,

N SVEDLOW,

HENRY,

ON P E KINS,
AMIN OTTS,

N D E

H O g U B O

E K I

5 I RS
g A o
O O Z g

R

Cc

o)

S
HIS,
W

EY P E
BROOKS,
recalled as witnesses, having been previously
duly sworn, were examined and testified under

oath as follows:

WITNESS (Kinsella): Give me one second, please.
We had issues where Zoom wasn't letting our room
in. So, I had to join just through my laptop and
we're trying to get the settings right.

VICE CHAIR: There you go. Thank you.
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ATTORNEY BOGAN: That's better? Very good.

Mr. Leslie, I apologize. Can you please
state your full name, business affiliation, and
address®?

THE WITNESS (Leslie): Sure. My name is David Leslie.
I'm the Director of Research at Heritage
Consultants, and I work at 830 Berlin Turnpike in
Berlin, Connecticut.

ATTORNEY BOGAN: Thank you. And I think I was asking
you, did you assist in the preparation of certain
portions of the application that is the subject of
this proceeding?

THE WITNESS (Leslie): I did.

ATTORNEY BOGAN: Do you have any changes, additions,
modifications to the information for which you
were responsible?

THE WITNESS (Leslie): I do not.

ATTORNEY BOGAN: 1Is the information therefore true and
accurate to the best of your knowledge and belief?

THE WITNESS (Leslie): It is.

ATTORNEY BOGAN: And do you adopt that as your
testimony in this proceeding?

THE WITNESS (Leslie): I do.

ATTORNEY BOGAN: Thank you, Mr. Leslie.

Thank you, Mr. Morissette, for the
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indulgence. The Witness as well as the remainder
of the panel are available for cross-examination.

THE VICE CHAIR: Thank you, Attorney Bogan.

Just as a reminder to the witness panel,
please announce your name before responding so the
Court Reporter can properly record who is
answering the questions. Thank you.

Okay. Ms. Paradise, we're ready to go.
Please continue.

NICOLE PARADISE: Okay. Perfect. So, I just wanted to
say good morning -- well, good afternoon. And
Madam Chair, members of the Council, thank you for
the opportunity to participate today. I also want
to thank the Applicant and counsel for their
professionalism throughout this process.

I am appearing as an intervener on behalf of
my neighbors, my family, and members of our
community. I am not represented by counsel, so I
appreciate the Council's patience as I ask a
limited number of clarifying questions to help
complete the record. Thank you again for your
time and consideration.

But as you may recall where we left off last
time, I was waiting for an answer on what the

municipal setback requirement was for the Hood
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Road parcels from Mr. John Gravel, and I wondered
if you had gotten an answer to that?

THE WITNESS (Gravel): Oh, sorry. Thank you for the
question. I'm going to turn to -- this is John
Gravel. 1I'm going to turn to Katie Kinsella for
that answer.

THE WITNESS (Kinsella): Hi, yes. This is Katie
Kinsella from VHB.

We did look at the municipal setbacks for the
zone for Donna House's residence and in Zone Al.
And the setbacks are front yard, 50 feet; side
yard, 17.5 feet; rear yard, 30 feet. And the
Gravel Pit expansion, the closest fence line to
the Donna House property is 153 feet, and the
closest inverter is 441.5 feet away from her
property line.

So, we are beyond. We have additional
setback than what is required by the Town itself.

NICOLE PARADISE: Thank you for that.

And are the municipal setback standards you
are referencing designed for single-family
residential structures or for this type of solar
facility project?

ATTORNEY BOGAN: I'm going to object, Mr. Morissette,

because it really calls for a legal conclusion.
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But if the Witness knows the answer, they can
certainly answer.

THE WITNESS (Gravel): I think generally speaking, you

know that the zoning rules for Rl -- we looked at
what is the -- kind of the most conservative
buffers.

Would you say that's correct?
THE WITNESS (Kinsella): It is, but I just want to
clarify that we're not in zone R1l. We're in zone
Al and we did look at the most conservative.
Solar isn't a stated use. So, these are
that -- the zoning ordinance, the zoning
regulations from East Windsor just state the
setbacks. They don't state -- state them per use.
NICOLE PARADISE: And what is zone Al? I'm sorry. I'm
not sure what that means.
THE WITNESS (Kinsella): Agricultural, most likely.
NICOLE PARADISE: So, we are using -- I'm sorry. Zone
Al or R1?
THE WITNESS (Kinsella): Al, "A" as in apple.
NICOLE PARADISE: Thank you, Katie.
Okay. Did Gravel Pit Solar hold any
in-person public open house for this expansion?
Can you confirm? I think last time we answered

that was no. Correct?
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THE WITNESS (Gravel): Yeah, we did answer that. The
answer is no, we did not.

NICOLE PARADISE: And when was the decision made not to
hold an in-person public meeting?

THE WITNESS (Gravel): I don't know the exact date, but
it was generally approaching the siting council
proceedings. So, I would say roughly in the
spring of 2025.

NICOLE PARADISE: So, when the Applicant made a comment
about the explicit e-mails from the comment log
that are listed in the exhibits, do you have the
dates of those two e-mails, the explicit e-mails?

ATTORNEY BOGAN: I'm sorry. Ms. Paradise, could you
repeat the question?

NICOLE PARADISE: Do you know the dates of the two
explicit e-mails that you received that you
mentioned last time we approached the subject were
part of the reason for not holding a public
participation meeting? In-person, I should
clarify.

THE WITNESS (Gravel): Yeah, it would be -- that was
provided in the interrogatory response.

ATTORNEY BOGAN: (Unintelligible.)

THE WITNESS (Gravel): Oh, this was provided as part of

an interrogatory. I think it was requested maybe
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by Donald Heske. So that, that is part of the
record. I don't know the exact dates when those
were received.

THE VICE CHAIR: As a reminder, please state your name
before responding.

THE WITNESS (Gravel): Apologies. That was John Gravel
for the last statement.

THE VICE CHAIR: Thank you, Mr. Gravel.

NICOLE PARADISE: Thank you.

So, I have the comment log here and I see the
two explicit e-mails were dated July 9, 2025, and
September 21, 2025. And the expansion application
had already been filed by July of 2025. Correct?

THE WITNESS (Gravel): Yeah. 1If you're reading it
right from the actual exhibit, then I can't deny
that. You know, I think your question, I was
uncertain whether when we considered -- we've
always considered the open house. I think maybe
those explicit -- just helped us understand that
maybe it was not worth that opportunity based on
some safety concerns.

NICOLE PARADISE: Not worth the opportunity? Okay.

Were those two e-mails received before or
after the decision not to hold the open house that

was not worth it?
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THE WITNESS (Svedlow): This is Aaron Svedlow with
DESRI.

DESRI takes into account a number of factors
when we choose to do voluntary outreach in
communities. One of those factors is whether we
think there's going to be a productive and
constructive dialogue with the folks who attend
the open house, and whether or not there's a venue
that would prevent -- present a safe and
comfortable forum for those types of interactions.

In the e-mails, some of the rhetoric that we
observed online, and in other places led us to
believe that it wasn't going to be a productive
action to have an open house.

NICOLE PARADISE: Thank you.

Did the Applicant consult with the local law
enforcement regarding whether a public meeting
could be held safely?

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): It is not -- this is Aaron
Svedlow with DESRI.

It's not an obligation for us to do public
open houses. This was a voluntary thing that we
have done in other communities and will likely
continue to do.

We appreciate input from the public,
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especially constructive criticism. We're always
open to that.

NICOLE PARADISE: Did the Applicant consider
alternatives such as limited attendance, police
presence, RSVP-only entry, or multiple smaller
meetings, or even a virtual meeting?

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): DESRI is always looking for
ways to engage the public. We have done virtual
meetings in the past. In this particular
instance, we did not think this type of engagement
was going to be productive, so we forego it.

For -- forgone it? We forget it?

ATTORNEY BOGAN: Forwent it.

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): Forwent it. Thank you.

NICOLE PARADISE: Thank you.

So, the decision not to hold an in-person
meeting was a discretionary choice by the
Applicant. Correct?

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): In-person open houses are
discretionary.

NICOLE PARADISE: Thank you.

On November 18 -- so, our last hearing, did
the Applicant testify that only a minority of East
Windsor residents oppose solar?

ATTORNEY BOGAN: I'm going to object to the question
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unless you can cite to a reference in the
transcript from the last hearing.

NICOLE PARADISE: I do have it here. Do I need to
get -- find it in the transcript for you? Or -- I
have it printed out.

ATTORNEY BOGAN: Yeah, you do, because I'm going to
maintain the objection because I don't recall the
Applicant stating that.

NICOLE PARADISE: Can I ask a question actually just
procedurally real quick?

Sometimes when -- respectfully, of course.
Sometimes when I'm asking the Witnesses questions,
the attorney is sometimes interjecting or
answering for him. 1Is that allowed?

THE VICE CHAIR: Attorneys are not allowed to answer
questions and they're not allowed to testify.

Now, Mr. Bogan, in this particular instance
is objecting to your question based on additional
information or clarification. So, the objection
is still pending subject to your quoting within
the record whether that statement was actually
made.

And quite frankly, I'm not really sure where
your question is going.

NICOLE PARADISE: Well, I can move on, too. And I
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can --

THE VICE CHAIR: And I think you're wasting valuable

time on information that really isn't going to go

too far, in my opinion. Thank you.

NICOLE PARADISE: So, I'll come back to that if I can
find it in time.

Does the Applicant possess any written
letters of support from East Windsor residents
specific to this expansion?

THE WITNESS (Gravel): There are. There are a number
of those, yes.

NICOLE PARADISE: Do you know what the number is?

THE WITNESS (Gravel):

I don't off the top of mind now.

NICOLE PARADISE: So, I have --

THE WITNESS (Gravel): This is John Gravel. Apologies.
NICOLE PARADISE: I'm sorry.

THE WITNESS (Gravel): I was referencing my name. I

keep forgetting to do so.

NICOLE PARADISE: That's okay. Thank you.

So, I have the number of letters from
residents, which is three. And then the rest that
I see here are from the union members.

So, does that sound accurate, three letters
of support?

ATTORNEY BOGAN: If I may, Mr. Morissette? If
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Ms. Paradise is referring to something that's in
the record, the record speaks for itself.

NICOLE PARADISE: Okay.

THE VICE CHAIR: Ms. Paradise, the record speaks for
itself. So, the objection is sustained.

Please continue.

NICOLE PARADISE: I'm just trying to find my place.
Bear with me just a moment.

Okay. So, we had spoken about, I believe it
was Mr. Aaron Svedlow, this cliff and the federal
tax credits that the Applicant may be relying on
for this project. So, I wanted to ask what
specific federal tax credits pertain to that cliff
we discussed last hearing?

THE WITNESS (Gravel): 1Is the question what federal tax
credits the project might be eligible for?

NICOLE PARADISE: Yes.

ATTORNEY BOGAN: I'm going to object to the question,
Mr. Morissette, because it's not relevant to the
issues before the Council. The reason the tax
credit issue was raised was in connection with the
scheduling of the proceeding, not the substance of
the proceeding.

NICOLE PARADISE: So, I was just wondering what the

cliff was, the dollar amount or percentage?

Sanders, Gale & Russell | A Plus Reporting
Veritext Companies www.veritext.com



© 00 Jd o U0 b~ W DN B

N N N N NN KRB RBR R B R B R B R R
O B W N B O VW ® 4 o0 U & W N K O

Page 21

THE VICE CHAIR: I'm going to overrule the objection.

I actually asked a line of questioning associated
with it and it has to go along with the fact of
financial viability. So, I will let the question
stand.

Please repeat your question, Ms. Paradise.

NICOLE PARADISE: What specific federal tax credits are
the Applicants relying on for this project? And
how much or, you know, what dollar amount or
percentage are we talking about?

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): So, renewable projects like the
Gravel Pit expansion will likely be eligible for a
tax credit under section 48. This is a clean
energy ITC investment tax credit. The base rate
of the credit is 6 percent of eligible costs.

NICOLE PARADISE: And what are eligible costs?

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): So, that is typically a legal
definition, but generally speaking, eligible costs
are equipment and certain parts, certain aspects
of the construction.

NICOLE PARADISE: Thank you.

Is the Applicant's current financial model
for this project based on the assumption that it
will qualify for these federal tax credits?

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): Most -- this is Aaron Svedlow
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with DESRI.

Most renewable energy projects across the US
try to capitalize on the use of investment tax
credits or production tax credits.

NICOLE PARADISE: If the Applicant is relying on
specific begin-construction or placed-in-service
dates, can the Applicant identify where those
dates are documented and what they are, what the
dates are?

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): This is Aaron Svedlow with
DESRI.

We have indicated in our application the
expected start of construction.

NICOLE PARADISE: Pertaining to the federal tax credit?

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): We have indicated in our
application the expected start of construction
dates for the project.

NICOLE PARADISE: So, are you not able to answer the
question about the cliff and the start date, and
how those correlate?

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): I don't follow your -- your
question.

NICOLE PARADISE: So, I'm wondering when you would not
be eligible for the cliff or for the federal tax

credit because of the cliff. And the reason I'm
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asking is, you know, is this project going to be
economically viable or make sense based on whether
or not you get that credit?

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): No, that's -- that's a helpful
clarification. Thank you.

So, we take the view, as does much of the
energy industry, that projects are wviable with or
without investment tax credits or production tax
credits. We've also seen repeatedly throughout
history where ITCs and PTCs are maybe declining or
expiring they get extended.

I can't speak to whether or not the project
is viable with or without the ITC. The ITC does
begin to ramp down starting in 2030. Our
expectation is, and we designed the project
schedule around starting construction and being
placed in service before the ITC ramp down. The
cliff (unintelligible) --

NICOLE PARADISE: And ITC is investment tax credit.

Is that right?

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): Excuse me?

NICOLE PARADISE: Is ITC investment tax credit?

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): Correct, yes. ITC is
investment tax credit. Thank you.

NICOLE PARADISE: What's a PTC?
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THE WITNESS (Svedlow): Production tax credit.

NICOLE PARADISE: Are they different?

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): They are.

NICOLE PARADISE: What's the difference?

ATTORNEY BOGAN: Objection. That calls for a legal
conclusion.

THE VICE CHAIR: Yes. Objection sustained.

NICOLE PARADISE: So, moving to cumulative impacts,
where in the record has the Applicant evaluated
the environmental effects of the original Gravel
Pit Solar facility together with the expansion as
a single combined project?

THE WITNESS (Kinsella): This is Katie Kinsella from
VHB.

So, as stated within our application
materials themselves and those various responses
to interrogatories, there are certain resources
that were evaluated cumulatively. Those include
visual impacts, sound impacts or noise impacts,
and EMF.

NICOLE PARADISE: EMF is -- is that emergency?

THE WITNESS (Kinsella): Electric and magnetic
frequencies.

NICOLE PARADISE: So, not all cumulative impacts were

assessed, just those three?
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ATTORNEY BOGAN: Objection, because the question lacks
foundation. It assumes that there's something
other than those three.

NICOLE PARADISE: So, cumulative impacts being to
wildlife, is that considered a cumulative impact?
The environment, prime farmland, acreage, forests?

THE WITNESS (Kinsella): So --

NICOLE PARADISE: (Unintelligible) --

THE WITNESS (Kinsella): The three resources we
explicitly considered cumulatively are the three I
referenced. The other environmental resources and
potential impacts are described in the application
materials.

We are also consulting with SHPO for historic
resources in the barns. They are looking at that
cumulatively with the farm management plan, and
NDDB has asked that we take a holistic approach as
well.

NICOLE PARADISE: Thank you, Katie.

Beyond NDDB, so Natural Diversity Database
review for rare species, did the Applicant conduct
any cumulative impact evaluation for common
wildlife species across the combined project area
given the new Connecticut DEEP wildlife action

plan for 20257
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THE WITNESS (Gravel): This is John Gravel.

I'll defer to Brett Trowbridge.

THE WITNESS (Trowbridge): Hello. Brett Trowbridge,
VHB.

The common species are not -- not regulated.
It's not part of the -- it's not the Applicant's
responsibility to review those.

NICOLE PARADISE: Do you know whose responsibility it
would be, given this hearing and expansion?

THE WITNESS (Trowbridge): 1If -- again, Brett
Trowbridge, VHB.

If it was part of the process, that is if it
was a law or regulation, it would -- the Applicant
would certainly address it, but there's -- there's
no performance standards that require evaluating
common wildlife species.

That being said, the materials that are
presented related to wildlife do touch on common
species, but they were not the focus of our
investigation.

NICOLE PARADISE: Okay. And you said your name was
Brett. Right?

THE WITNESS (Trowbridge): That's correct.

NICOLE PARADISE: Thank you, Brett.

Are you familiar with the new Connecticut
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DEEP wildlife action plan of 2025 that was
federally approved and is a state -- it's new to
the State for 20257

THE WITNESS (Trowbridge): Again, Brett Trowbridge,
VHB.

I'm not intimately familiar with the ins and
outs of that. I -- I am aware that most states do
have environmental action plans. Again, if -- if
it's part of the regulations, we -- we have
complied with it. The wildlife action plan
focuses on a lot, a lot of rare species or species
that are potentially at risk.

However that, that plan is guidance and it's
to -- it's not -- it's not law. And so, any
recommendations in there are just that,
recommendations, and it's elective whether any
recommendations are carried through.

NICOLE PARADISE: So, even though it wasn't improved
until just now in 2026, you're saying you don't
need to comply with that or refer to it, or
consider it?

THE WITNESS (Trowbridge): Again, there's -- Brett
Trowbridge, VHB.

The law does not require that we address all

the species within the wildlife action plan.
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It -- if you read the preamble to any wildlife
action plan, you'll see that it is a guidance tool
to be used for regulators.

NICOLE PARADISE: Okay. Thank you, Brett.

What information has the Applicant provided
to allow the Council to evaluate the total
environmental footprint of the original project
and the expansion combined?

THE WITNESS (Kinsella): This is Katie Kinsella from
VHB.

So, the original application and the motion
to reopen for the expansion contain existing
conditions for all environmental resources and
proposed impacts, potential impacts, and proposed
mitigation measures.

NICOLE PARADISE: Does that include so0il, Katie?

THE WITNESS (Kinsella): Can you -- what do you mean by
soil?

NICOLE PARADISE: So, cumulative impacts to soil on
prime farmland affected?

THE WITNESS (Kinsella): Prime farmland soil is what
you're asking about?

NICOLE PARADISE: Uh-huh.

THE WITNESS (Kinsella): Yes, prime farmland soils were

described and discussed in -- in both the original
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Docket 492 and the expansion Docket 492A.

NICOLE PARADISE: So, are you saying that there's no
cumulative impact information?

ATTORNEY BOGAN: I'm going to object. That's not what
the testimony was.

NICOLE PARADISE: I'm sorry. That's not what the
testimony -- what was that?

ATTORNEY BOGAN: That's not what the testimony was.

That's not what she said.

NICOLE PARADISE: She said that there was soil --

THE WITNESS (Kinsella): Can you restate your question,
please? I believe I answered your question and
then you -- you stated after that that I was
saying there were no cumulative impacts.

I think that was the --

NICOLE PARADISE: Like, is --

THE WITNESS (Kinsella): -- the objection.

NICOLE PARADISE: -- combined, a combined report, like
a soil impact report from the original project and
the expansion combined?

THE WITNESS (Kinsella): So, as I previously stated
about cumulative impacts, the three resources we
explicitly evaluated for cumulative impacts were
visual, noise, and EMF.

NICOLE PARADISE: So, not soil?
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THE WITNESS (Gravel): 1If I could add, you know, a part
of our application is how we preserve farmland
soil and any soil that's on site. So, we view
this as no adverse impacts as we're preserving
farmland soil and its characteristics.

I'll defer to Aaron DeJoia if you have
anything more to add.

THE WITNESS (DeJoia): This is Aaron DeJoia with Soil
and Ecological Solutions.

The impacts to soil and/or prime farmland
have been discussed in the report.

NICOLE PARADISE: Thank you, Aaron.

So, in terms of outreach, I believe you
called them two stakeholders -- this is a new
subject. I'm just moving on. Did the Applicant
receive written opposition from state legislators
prior to September of 20257

ATTORNEY BOGAN: One minute.

THE WITNESS (Gravel): Sorry. We were just -- this is
John Gravel. We're just confirming timelines.

I do recall getting letters from
Representative Foster as well as Senator Anwar to
the Docket 492A regarding their opposition to the
project. And in those letters I think there's

some misstatements on whether the project on
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Middle Road, subject to ours, got kind of
conflated -- but I do recall those letters.

NICOLE PARADISE: Okay. So, you are aware of the
written opposition from the legislators, including
Representative Foster, Hall, and Senator Anwar,
filed in the docket months earlier than September
2025. Correct?

THE WITNESS (Gravel): Yeah, it seems like you have
that information there. This is John Gravel. I
don't have the dates exact in front of me.

NICOLE PARADISE: So, this may get objected since I
don't have the testimony with exactly where this
is in the testimony, but I'll -- I'm just going to
ask anyway.

When the Applicant states that no written
feedback was received, does that exclude docketed
opposition filings? Because earlier the -- in its
previous hearing, the Applicant had stated that
there was no written feedback from the state
legislators.

THE WITNESS (Gravel): This is John Gravel.

I -- I think it's just the timeline when
maybe there was interrogatories requested. We
provided information at that time. Since maybe

the timeline of those hitting the docket, there
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could be a deviation in the timeline when the
question was asked and when those documents were
received. I believe that could be the case.

NICOLE PARADISE: Okay. Now, I know you had confirmed
at the last hearing that you did not conduct any
investigation to determine whether farmers lost
land or access due to this project, aka the
displacement conversation we had.

So, when you had stated that you were not
aware of farmer displacement, you are saying that
you did not conduct an investigation. Correct?

THE WITNESS (Gravel): We did not conduct an
investigation, nor is it our obligation to conduct
an investigation.

NICOLE PARADISE: Was there farming, active farming on
any parcels immediately prior to project control
being exercised?

ATTORNEY BOGAN: I'm going to object to the form of the
question. When you say project, I'm not sure
which project you're referring to.

NICOLE PARADISE: The expansion.

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): The expansion project has not
exercised its options on the properties to date.

NICOLE PARADISE: How about the original? Was there

any active farming on the original parcels
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immediately prior to the project control being
exercised?

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): The original project, the
majority of the property purchased for the
original project was purchased from the farmer --
from a farmer.

NICOLE PARADISE: From a farmer, did you say?

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): Correct.

NICOLE PARADISE: Does the project currently hold site
control agreements or option agreements over
expansion parcels?

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): The --

THE WITNESS (Gravel) : I can take this one.

We have land control over a majority of the
land. There's one outstanding easement that's
pending.

NICOLE PARADISE: Under those agreements does the
Applicant have unilateral control over how the
land is used?

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): I don't fully follow your
question. There's different types of agreements.

Can you elaborate, please?

NICOLE PARADISE: So, yes. I guess I've heard it
called a few things, too. ©Unilateral control

options. I think I've heard it referred to as
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fee.

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): And you question is -- you said
how the property is used. So, that --

NICOLE PARADISE: Does the Applicant --

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): -- all the difference that you
just said, I think.

NICOLE PARADISE: Does the applicant have unilateral
control over how the land is used?

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): No.

NICOLE PARADISE: Once unilateral control exists, can
farming continue without the Applicant's consent?

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): On any portions of property
that we're not leasing or purchasing, and even
potentially on some of those, we may be open to
farming activity proceeding with our consent.

But on properties that we don't control or
have under lease or purchase, farming could
certainly continue without our consent.

NICOLE PARADISE: Who decides when farming ceases on
land under the project control?

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): You got to help me out a little
bit more.

NICOLE PARADISE: Probably the follow-up question can
help you. So, farming can cease before

construction and without the Applicant owning the
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land. Correct?

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): I mean, sure. Yeah, farming
could cease at any time.

NICOLE PARADISE: So, when the Applicant states that
the land can return to farming later, is that
dependent on the project owner's permission at
that time?

ATTORNEY BOGAN: I'm going to object.

Ms. Paradise, I think I know where you're
going, but it's a little ambiguous as to the
foundation for your question because you said,
when the Applicant states that the land can return
to farming. I'm not sure what period you're
referring to.

NICOLE PARADISE: Period of time, do you mean? Like,
decommissioning?

ATTORNEY BOGAN: So, you're talking about 25 to 30
years from now, theoretically?

NICOLE PARADISE: That's actually going to be one of my
questions, is the project timeline. Right? So,
I'm wondering -- the life of the panels I've read
is, like, 40 years. 1I've read that the project
timeline is, like, 20 to 30 years.

So, I'd like some clarification on those

timelines as well while we're on the subject, if
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any of you know.

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): That's all in our application,

Ms. Paradise.

NICOLE PARADISE: So, is the life of the panels

being -- I know it says it's 40 years. Could that

also potentially be the life of the project --

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): It's possible.

NICOLE PARADISE: -- for decommissioning?
THE WITNESS (Svedlow): It is possible and -- and
probable, even. I'm -- I'm going to give you a

little something more here than my instincts
suggest that I should on your farming piece

because I think it's important. Right?

We have options on these properties. Farming
occurs on some of these properties. In many
cases, the landowner is the farmer -- in most
cases, the landowner is the farmer. That farmer

is making an economic decision about the use of
their property long term, and they're making the
decision to put it into soil. And this is a
common choice a lot of farmers make.

When the project is done operating, the
property is available for farming again. We are
required to decommission the project. I would

argue -- I think Aaron DeJoia would corroborate
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this, that this will be some of the best farmland
in Connecticut after it's laid fallow for a number
of years. So, that's our expectations from a
farming perspective.

We do also, as indicated in our application,
expect some use of the properties for agricultural
activities. Our goal here is to make sure farming
is possible in the future on these properties.

NICOLE PARADISE: Thank you.

Are some of the farmers also leasing -- that
you Jjust referred to, are they also leasing the
land to farmers for farming current
(unintelligible) --

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): I don't have much knowledge of
that.
NICOLE PARADISE: You don't? Okay.

Is it correct that it's 115 or so acres of
prime farmland soils that fall within the
project's limit, the expansion project's limit of
work?

THE WITNESS (Kinsella): This is Katie Kinsella.

That's in our application material. So, if
that is what you were referring to, that is
accurate.

NICOLE PARADISE: And portions of those soils are
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contaminated, I think Aaron Svedlow had said, with
arsenic and pesticides. Is that correct?

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): I would refer you to our phase
two, I believe.

THE WITNESS (Henry): Yeah, this is Adam Henry from
GZA.

That's correct.

NICOLE PARADISE: Has any witness testified that can --
sorry -- contamination prevents farming-?

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): Can you repeat the question?

NICOLE PARADISE: Has any witness testified that
contamination, so the arsenic and pesticides we
just discussed on those acres, prevents farming-?

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): I don't think anybody here has
testified that.

NICOLE PARADISE: Has any witness testified that
agricultural use is guaranteed after
decommissioning?

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): Guaranteed after
decommissioning?

NICOLE PARADISE: Yes.

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): No. It is possible. 1It's
probable. We'd like to see it happen.

NICOLE PARADISE: Okay. And you did just say that it

would potentially even be better prime farmland
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than it is currently?

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): I said that the soils would
have laid fallow for a number of years and would
likely be some of the better soils in comparison.

That's what I think I said.

NICOLE PARADISE: And I don't --

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): So, all that's in the record.

NICOLE PARADISE: On October 9th, Mr. Svedlow, did you
testify that you would not want to eat a salad
grown on the subject properties?

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): Oh, that sounds like something
I would say.

NICOLE PARADISE: At the same hearing --

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): I think I was referring to the
property that had the arsenic on it specifically.

NICOLE PARADISE: And at the same hearing, did the
Applicant represent that the contamination is not
an impediment to future farming?

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): I am not a farmer. The
properties will be available for farming in the
future. There's a lot of different types of
agriculture.

THE VICE CHAIR: We're starting to go over previous
testimony, which is not helpful.

NICOLE PARADISE: Okay.
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THE VICE CHAIR: If it's already part of the record --
if we could move on to new topics, I would
appreciate it. Thank you.

NICOLE PARADISE: No problem.

I'm just trying to find my place. I'm sorry.

I just need a minute.

(Pause.)

NICOLE PARADISE: So, I wanted to ask about some of the
letters of support, and even an op-ed piece that
was on your website, the Gravel Pit Solar website.

I wanted to ask, is the Applicant relying on
letters, op-eds, or supportive statements as
evidence of community acceptance of the solar
expansion?

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): This is Aaron Svedlow with
DESRI.

These types of positive statements about the
project are evidence of some community support.

NICOLE PARADISE: Has the Applicant provided any
compensation, land access, land donation, grazing
opportunity, or other project-related benefit to
any individual who submitted a supportive letter,

public comment, or op-ed article?
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ATTORNEY BOGAN: I'm going to object. 1It's irrelevant.

NICOLE PARADISE: So, I think it's relevant based on
whether or not you have incentivized support or
not.

ATTORNEY BOGAN: If T may --

THE VICE CHAIR: The Witness can answer the question.

I think it's a simple yes or no.

THE WITNESS (Gravel): Not so -- we -- I'm not aware of
any, no. I think, you know, we work with -- I'm
not sure which op-ed you're referring to.

NICOLE PARADISE: The sheep, Ravenwood sheep.

THE WITNESS (Gravel): Okay. Yeah. So, I think I hit
this before on a previous interrogatory, and I'll
go for it. This is John Gravel.

You know, we -- we're looking for
sheep-grazing on the site because we think it's a
good co-use. There's a number of sheep herders in
the state of Connecticut. We started working with
Ravenwood early on. They seem to be, you know,
the most experienced. They also see the benefit
of the co-use, and that just formulated a
relationship. So, we think to benefit by using
sheep on the site, and it's also good for having
areas for grazing for the sheep herder.

So, there's no incentive -- incentivization
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that formally happened. It's just more of
colleagues working together.

NICOLE PARADISE: Thank you. Sorry.

So, currently, you're not -- the Applicant, I
should say, is not paying, subsidizing, or
otherwise financially incentivizing sheep-grazing
on the project's expansion site, as of yet?

ATTORNEY BOGAN: Objection. The question was asked and
answered.

THE VICE CHAIR: Sustained. It was asked and answered.

Please continue.

NICOLE PARADISE: Does sheep-grazing require fencing
that extends to ground level?

THE WITNESS (Gravel): Not specifically.

This is John Gravel.

NICOLE PARADISE: Has the Applicant evaluated how
sheep-appropriate fencing affects wildlife
movement through the site, the expansion site?

THE WITNESS (Gravel): This is John Gravel.

I'll defer to Jeff Peterson or Brett
Trowbridge.

THE WITNESS (Trowbridge): This is Brett Trowbridge,
VHB.

Can you repeat the question?

NICOLE PARADISE: Yes. Has the Applicant evaluated how
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sheep-appropriate fencing affects wildlife

movement through the site, expansion site?

(Pause.)

THE WITNESS (Gravel): So, back to me. Hi. John

Gravel here. Sorry. I kind of misinterpreted.
Apologies. I misinterpreted your question.

We are only planning to have sheep herding on
the Mulnite properties. 1In that location we do
not have a six-inch gap proposed as it's not
really correlated to the Ketch Brook Wildlife
Corridor. 1In this location, the fence will be

flush. I hope that answers your question.

NICOLE PARADISE: It kind of brings up another

question. So, thank you for that.
Does sheep-grazing require fencing that
extends to the ground level? You said flush. Is

that what you just said?

THE WITNESS (Gravel): At least for the Mulnite

property. I think the question you asked prior
was, is it a requirement? And my answer is, not

specifically, no.

NICOLE PARADISE: Has the Applicant reconciled sheep

fencing with prior testimony that fencing will
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remain wildlife-permeable®?

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): This is Aaron Svedlow with
DESRI.

There's a lot of competing interests for a
project like this. There's a lot of -- a lot of
things we'd like to do. Right? We'd like to have
sheep graze on certain areas. We want to make
sure that we have wildlife-friendly fencing to the
extent we can. Sometimes these things are not
always compatible.

And so, for example, if we're going to have
sheep fence -- sheep-grazing on a portion of the
site, it may be possible that that portion of the
site does not have the same type of fencing so
that we can protect the sheep from wildlife, for
example. But the other areas of the site where we
don't expect to have sheep-grazing, there will be
wildlife-friendly fencing just managing those
competing benefits from the project.

NICOLE PARADISE: And do you -- you say in some of the
flyers that you're supporting local farmers. Is
Ravenwood Farms a part of Broad Brook or East
Windsor or Windsorville?

THE WITNESS (Gravel): Hi. This is John Gravel.

They are not located in East Windsor or Broad
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Brook.

NICOLE PARADISE: So, is it fair to say when you say
you support local farming, that you mean
statewide?

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): I think they're located in
Terryville. I'm not sure if it's possible to find
them. A Broad-Brook-specific sheep farmer, but
we'd certainly look into it.

THE WITNESS (Gravel): Yeah, and I think that's one
specific. You're talking about the sheep herding,
but there's barn use that we've -- are allowing in
town. We'd also have other areas, you know,
available for, you know, other farming activities
and I think we proposed that on five to six acres
of the Mulnite land.

So, there's, you know, other local
connections there.

NICOLE PARADISE: Okay. Thank you.

And I'm trying not to be repetitive. So, I'm
trying to skip through some of these that I know
we've discussed. So, bear with me just another
moment.

So, I'm kind of moving on to, like, public
safety and fire, but I know that we've already

verified that there's not fire hydrants located
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close to the parcels. But that -- the question
is, does the expansion eliminate existing natural
firebreaks between homes and forested land?

THE WITNESS (Gravel): I'm unaware of that.

John Gravel.

NICOLE PARADISE: Did the Applicant identify or map
existing wildlife corridors across the expansion
parcels?

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): No, we're not required to do
so.

NICOLE PARADISE: Does the Applicant track wildlife
mortality associated with fencing?

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): The Applicant is not aware of a
requirement to do that.

NICOLE PARADISE: I'm assuming that answers this
question; then how does the Applicant prevent
animals from becoming trapped between fence
parcels? 1Is that not required as well?

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): The Applicant's fencing has
been designed in coordination with NDDB previously
and was using industry best standards, best
practices.

NICOLE PARADISE: So, I can -- I would like to refer to
an exhibit where there was a deceased deer caught

in between the fencing. Are you familiar with
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that photo that was attached to a testimony?

THE WITNESS (Gravel): Yeah, we are aware, and I
believe Ms. Dahl and Ms. Chesky brought this up
last hearing.

NICOLE PARADISE: And have any considerations been made
to adjust the fencing to reduce that risk?

THE WITNESS (Gravel): You know, I -- I don't know the
full story of -- of this deer. I can say that we
have personnel that are at our site Monday through
Friday. So, you know, I think where we left it
with Christina Dahl and Ms. Chesky was, you know,
if someone observes an animal stuck within the
fence line, there's numbers along our fence to
reach out to personnel.

You can also reach out to authorities,
wildlife authorities that can help get an animal
out from the fence line, but that's -- that's as
much as I can tell you there.

NICOLE PARADISE: I just wanted to give a little
backstory. So, I am familiar with that story and
that was more of a fence being trapped. This
actually was a deceased deer that was -- there was
no opportunity to call. It got stuck and it died
in between the fencing.

So, I just wanted to make those two
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distinctions clear; one was an entrapment kind of

stuck in between the fencing, and one was a

deceased deer who was -- actually died in the
fencing.
So, we're talking more about the -- is there

any way to kind of reduce the risk of the
mortality of deer getting stuck in the fencing?
Because you're -- it sounds like you're going to
use the same fencing that this occurred.

Is that correct?

ATTORNEY BOGAN: If I may? Ms. Paradise, are you
asking if there's a solution that the company has
derived with regard to fencing that it deploys
when compared with any other fencing?

NICOLE PARADISE: So, I'm asking more like, is there --
or would you be willing to, I guess, consider
changing the fencing to reduce the risk of deer or
any animal mortality like we had seen in the
fencing?

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): I think we'd certainly be open
to exploring other types of fencing for the
expansion as long as they meet the requirements of
the electric code and the recommendations of the
state wildlife specialist. Certainly.

NICOLE PARADISE: Okay. Thank you.
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THE WITNESS (Svedlow): And that we haven't had deer
issues at any of our other sites. I did see the
photo that was provided. 1If there's more
information about where that photo was taken,
when, et cetera, I'd love to learn more about it.

NICOLE PARADISE: I can. I can definitely circle back
with you on that.

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): There's a contact form on
our -- our website that is publicly available if
folks want to provide that type of information.
It's super, super helpful.

NICOLE PARADISE: And I know you said your number is
widely available, Aaron, last time we spoke about
contact. And I actually looked for it. It took
me quite a while to find it.

Is that contact form a way to get directly in
contact with you, or DESRI, or Gravel Pit Solar?

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): That goes to the DESRI project
team directly. DESRI also has a DESRI project
number that folks can call. I would prefer folks
not call my personal cell phone, but they're
welcome to.

THE WITNESS (Gravel): John Gravel.

My number is also listed on the Listserv.

NICOLE PARADISE: I saw yours, John. Yeah, I saw
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yours. The reason I bring it up is because Aaron
did say that if there were displaced farmers that
wanted to discuss being displaced and options,
that they could call Aaron.

So, I want to make sure that that's okay to
tell farmers to call Aaron since he mentioned it.

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): They're welcome to reach out
however they'd like to. 1I'm happy to discuss.

NICOLE PARADISE: Okay.

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): And just to be abundantly
clear, I -- I'm not aware of a displaced farmers.

NICOLE PARADISE: Yes, you mentioned that last time and
I listed quite a few, but I believe I got objected
to.

Is the Applicant aware of prior testimony by
the former commissioner of agricultural -- I'm
sorry -- agriculture opposing this type of solar
project on prime farmland?

ATTORNEY BOGAN: I'm going to object, but perhaps you
could rephrase it. You said, this type of
project. Are you referring to this project or
some other project?

NICOLE PARADISE: Yeah, I didn't want to say, like, a
utility or a large-scale utility because I know

that got objected to before. So, I'm just trying
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to be careful how I talk about and name this
project, which I guess I should say the expansion
project. Would that be the best way to refer to
it to avoid objection going forward?

ATTORNEY BOGAN: Ms. Paradise, could you repeat your
question?

NICOLE PARADISE: Sure. Is the Applicant aware of
prior testimony by the commissioner of
agricultural -- I'm sorry -- agriculture opposing
utilities?

Well, I was going to say utility-scale solar,
but I'm talking about the solar expansion on prime
farmland.

ATTORNEY BOGAN: So, am I to understand you're
referring to the testimony submitted on behalf of
the Town in this proceeding, or something else?

NICOLE PARADISE: Correct.

THE WITNESS (Gravel): We were aware of that testimony.

John Gravel.

NICOLE PARADISE: And did the Applicant seek input from
the Department of Agriculture for this expansion
project?

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): Sorry. To be clear, the
testimony, as I understand it, from the Town was

from a former individual -- an individual that
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formerly worked for the Department of Agriculture.

NICOLE PARADISE: Yeah, I said former commissioner.

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): Okay. So, are you now asking
if we've received correspondence from the
Department of Agriculture?

NICOLE PARADISE: Yes. So, sorry. Yeah, I should have
clarified.

Did the Applicant seek input from the current
Department of Agriculture commissioner for -- or
just the department in general for the expansion?

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): This has been discussed
already, and this is in the docket already. We
did reach out to the Department of Agriculture and
received no correspondence back from them.

NICOLE PARADISE: 1Is the Applicant aware of DEEP
guidance regarding habitat fragmentation from
fencing?

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): Specific to what type of
fencing or what type of development? If you could
clarify your question, please?

NICOLE PARADISE: Sorry. I went to jump on too quick
and now I lost my spot. One second.

Is the Applicant aware of DEEP guidance
regarding habitat fragmentation from fencing?

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): Sorry. Can I just ask you to
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clarify a little bit more so we make sure we're
answering this? 1Is this fencing specific to solar
projects or fencing generically residential?

Before I ask my wildlife expert to opine, I
just want to make sure he understands the
question.

NICOLE PARADISE: Sure. Solar fencing to the expansion
project.

THE WITNESS (Trowbridge): This is Brett Trowbridge for
VHB.

We are still working with CT DEEP in -- in
relation to wildlife considerations. The
biologists that have investigated the site
conducted studies on the site, including myself.
There they have issued recommendations, for
example, related to turtles to adjust fencing to
accommodate those species.

Again, we are still working with CT DEEP and
will adhere to whatever guidance they provide as
long as it complies with the electrical code in
terms of fencing.

NICOLE PARADISE: Thank you.

I am reaching towards -- somewhat towards the

end of my questions, so I appreciate your

patience. I did want to make sure I didn't
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duplicate as many of those as I could, as I know
we have a number of people still left to go and a
deadline, so.
Is the Applicant's fire response analysis
based on best-case conditions, or does it ewvaluate
a range of conditions including wind and proximity
to nearby residences?
THE WITNESS (Kinsella): This is Katie Kinsella from
VHB.
I'm not sure I followed the question. What
is this in relation to?
NICOLE PARADISE: So, specifically the fire.
THE WITNESS (Kinsella): Okay.
NICOLE PARADISE: I'm essentially asking, you know, had
the wind shifted. So, that's why I'm asking about
did you evaluate a range of conditions including
wind and proximity to the nearby residences as
they were at risk if the wind had shifted during
that fire?
THE WITNESS (Gravel): So, one more clarification.
John Gravel here.
Are you referring to the brush fire that
occurred at the site? Or are you talking about
the general design in predicting wind variability?

NICOLE PARADISE: Actually, both. There was a brush
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fire that was in close proximity to residences,
but I'm also wondering if that were to happen
again. And, you know, the fire response analysis,
is that considering those can -- a range of
conditions, including wind.

I just think wind is the most obvious risk
that could have potentially happened that day,

that fire.

ATTORNEY BOGAN: I going to object to the question

because you said there was a fire that occurred in
close proximity, and I don't know that there's any

foundation in the record for that statement.

THE VICE CHAIR: The objection is sustained.

NICOLE PARADISE: Thank you.

(Pause.)

NICOLE PARADISE: Has the Applicant evaluated whether

driving posts, piles, or fencing into soils with
known pesticide or arsenic contamination could
increase the risk of contaminant leaching or

vertical migration within the soil profile?

THE WITNESS (Henry): This is Adam Henry from GZA.

When the piles are installed, the soil is

displaced laterally. 1It's not driven into the --
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into the ground.

NICOLE PARADISE: And is that in the record, like in a
report?

ATTORNEY BOGAN: Well, I'm going to object only because
it's in the record because he just said so.

NICOLE PARADISE: Because his cross-examine -- or
examination or answer is part of the record.

Is that what you mean?

ATTORNEY BOGAN: That would be correct.

NICOLE PARADISE: Thank you. I'm learning all the
legal stuff as I go.

So, just a couple more questions. I'm almost
done, I promise.

There were 91 certified mail return receipts
received out of 108. Six did not acknowledge
receipt. What is the status of the remaining
eleven?

THE VICE CHAIR: Ms. Paradise, I believe that's been
asked and answered and is part of the
interrogatories, and is already part of the
record.

NICOLE PARADISE: Yeah, I think the answer was, we'll
look into it. And I was wondering if they got --
if there's a response?

THE WITNESS (Gravel): This is John Gravel from Gravel
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Pit Solar.

We believe that was responded to in the
second round of interrogatories.

NICOLE PARADISE: The written ones, do you mean?

THE WITNESS (Gravel): Yeah, we concluded your question
in the second round of interrogatories.

NICOLE PARADISE: Okay. So, I know in one of your
flyers that I do have as an exhibit on my
testimony, it says that this expansion project
would be supporting 150 good-paying local
construction jobs during the expansion.

And my question is, is the Applicant
representing these construction jobs as addressing
a shortage of available construction work in
Connecticut, or simply as an economic activity
associated with this project?

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): This is Aaron Svedlow with
DESRI.

I don't understand the first part of your
question, but these are jobs that the project will
create.

NICOLE PARADISE: So, is the Applicant aware of the
current statewide unemployment rate when
characterizing the project's unemployed -- or

employment benefits?
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THE VICE CHAIR: Ms. Paradise, I'm going to stop you
there. I don't think your line of questioning now
is relevant to the review of this project.

NICOLE PARADISE: Okay. Then that is it for me.

THE VICE CHAIR: Very good.

NICOLE PARADISE: Thank you for that.

THE VICE CHAIR: Thank you, Ms. Paradise.

NICOLE PARADISE: Thank you.

THE VICE CHAIR: Okay. We will continue the
cross-examination of the certificate holder by
Julia Riordan. Julia Riordan, please.

Good afternoon.

JULIA RIORDAN: Hello. Thank you, all. Appreciate it.
I'll try not to overlap, but I think I might have
a little bit of deeper questions that I need to
go, but I thank you all for your time. I
appreciate it.

And just to give you a little background on
me, my name is Julia Riordan and I happen to live
at 24 Barber Hill Road, which will be bordered by
the Greenskies Mulnite solar arrays, as well as
the Gravel Pit expansion.

THE VICE CHAIR: Ms. Riordan? Ms. Riordan, I'm going
to stop you there.

JULIA RIORDAN: Okay.
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THE VICE CHAIR: This is not an opportunity to provide
testimony.

JULIA RIORDAN: Yeah.

THE VICE CHAIR: This is an opportunity for you to ask
questions.

JULIA RIORDAN: Ask the question? Okay. So, all
right.

THE VICE CHAIR: Thank you.

JULIA RIORDAN: Here's the question. Sorry. Yes. You
admit that there's been no cumulative analysis
done for the Mulnite arrays plus the Gravel Pit
arrays. Is that correct?

ATTORNEY BOGAN: I'm going to object, Ms. Riordan. And
I hate to do that on your first question because I
don't think that was the testimony.

JULIA RIORDAN: Your -- okay.

THE VICE CHAIR: Please repeat the question in a
different form, or be clear.

JULIA RIORDAN: Okay. Let me try. Let's see.

Okay. So, you admit that there's -- no
cumulative analysis was done for Mulnite arrays
plus the Gravel Pit. 1Isn't that a glaring
omission when abutters like myself are surrounded
on two sides?

THE WITNESS (Kinsella): This is Katie Kinsella from
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VHB.

That was not my testimony. I did not state
that there were no cumulative analyses completed.
I stated which specific environmental resources
were explicitly analyzed from a cumulative
standpoint.

JULIA RIORDAN: Okay. So, claiming compliance, can we
account for the overlapping noise traffic,
stormwater impacts for multiple solar projects in
the same neighborhood?

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): Sorry, could you repeat the
question? It sounded more like a statement to me.

JULIA RIORDAN: Yeah. No, no. 1Is -- so, if
overlapping impacts aren't measured, I'm just
trying to get an accounting for overlapping noise,
traffic, stormwater impacts on the project in the
same neighborhood.

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): It -- it's not the project's
obligation to address the impacts of other
projects. The project addressed cumulative
impacts of certain resources, as Ms. Kinsella
stated moments ago.

JULIA RIORDAN: Okay. I think my questions are not
coming -- going to be allowed.

Sorry. Just trying to get back to where I
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was. (Unintelligible) for a second.

So, jumping off on a different topic -- let's
see. Can you point to site-specific -- I'm going
to stormwater -- hydrologic proof showing runoff

from this project will not make conditions worse?
Speaking from experience, we have repeated

flooding, and I'm concerned that site-specific

proof -- so that how can the residents trust that
floating -- flooding won't be aggravated by this
construction?

THE WITNESS (Kochis): Yeah. This is Steve Kochis, VHB

engineer.

I guess, first -- first and foremost, I would
say the project is not aware of any history of
flooding in the area, nor does it have a
requirement to look into the history of flooding.
That's the first, the first note.

But secondly, the analysis that was performed
and included with the original application
displays that the project will meet all applicable
state requirements for stormwater, and that we are
expecting to reduce runoff rates from the site as
a result of the project and the implementation of
vegetating the farm fields and incorporating the

stormwater basins.
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JULIA RIORDAN: Okay. So, that if there is a drainage
issue later on, how will they address it after the
fact? Will there be something in writing to
protect us as far as flooding or, again,
aggravated flooding because of construction?

THE WITNESS (Kochis): Steve Kochis, VHB again.

So, during construction we will have an
active stormwater construction general permit, at
which point multiple eyes will be investigating
the site and -- and witnessing any potential
flooding and sedimentation from the project area.

Past that, if there is an increase in
flooding, I would estimate that it would be taken
up with the Town and they would, you know, that
be -- be the ones to perform the investigation of
where the flooding is coming from.

But what I can state for the record is that
the project itself is -- is designed to meet the
state requirements, and we are confident that the
flooding will -- the flooding risk will be reduced
as a result of the project being constructed.

JULIA RIORDAN: Okay. Going back to some of her
comments regarding some noise and disturbance, you
state a noise study was completed, but residents

in East Windsor have already reported true
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nuances -- nuisance inverter noise at other solar
sites. How can you assure us that this project
will not replicate those failures?

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): This is Aaron Svedlow with
DESRI.

We conducted a comprehensive sound assessment
for the proposed expansion project. That
assessment demonstrates that the location of our
inverters is such that we will comply with sound
requirements for the area. We are aware of other
projects in East Windsor that may use different
technology may have been permitted slightly
differently. We are designing our project in such
a way where we expect to avoid those types of
impacts. We have sited the inverters to make sure
we are minimizing impacts.

If there are issues over construction, we'd
love to hear about them through our website, and
we would be happy to look into ways to mitigate
them if -- if there is an issue.

JULIA RIORDAN: So, based on what you just said --
thank you for that. That was perfect.

So, based on what you just said, is there a
set process that would be some kind of a

documentation how you guys plan on handling those
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operations and maintenance -- of complaints?

So, if we have residents that receive or
submit responses to you as far as having a noise
complaint, would we expect something that would be
acknowledged within 24 hours and then investigated
72 hours, like knowing that in 10 days or
something that there will be results and findings
and this would actually be, you know, the problem
would be addressed?

THE WITNESS (Trowbridge): Hi. Brett Trowbridge, VHB.

The project team responded to this. This is
specifically interrogatory question three.

JULIA RIORDAN: Okay.

THE WITNESS (Trowbridge): And we've already addressed
this within our response.

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): And just to make it very clear,
Ms. Riordan, we have the website. We have the
numbers on the gates. We endeavor to respond
quickly to feedback.

We, as I stated earlier, respect and we'll
work with constructive feedback or -- or concerns.
We will endeavor to respond to those concerns in a
timely manner certainly.

JULIA RIORDAN: Okay. Jumping to something else, in

your filings you modeled tracking motors, even
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though the project is fixed-tilt. Can you explain
why that approach was used and how it reflects the
accuracy of noise results -- were being asked of
you to rely on? If the model doesn't reflect the
fixed-tilt design, how should the residents then
interpret these results when considering potential
impacts?

THE WITNESS (Kinsella): This is Katie Kinsella from
VHB. 1I'll start this.

And Tom Brooks, if you're on, if you have
anything else to add, please feel free to do so.

So, at the time that the noise modeling was
completed, the -- the project itself was debating
whether they were going to go fixed-tilt or
tracking motors. And so, we modeled the
worst-case scenario, which means the loudest piece
of equipment, which is the tracking motors because
there is actually a tracking motor on that, the
panel that rotates. Right?

JULIA RIORDAN: Uh-huh.

THE WITNESS (Kinsella): So, since the project is
actually going to be fixed-tilt, it's not going to
use those tracking motors. So the noise modeling
results are actually conservative, and that

there's a good likelihood that sound emissions
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from the project will actually be less quieter
than what our noise modeling shows.

On top of that, that goes also to say for the
inverters. So, the inverters are also a
noise-producing piece of equipment. When the
noise modeling was completed, it was before the
State of Connecticut released a new policy
requiring all inverters being a minimum of 200
feet away from property lines because they are a
noise-producing piece of equipment.

Since then, the project has relocated
inverters farther away from abutting property
lines, so more interior to the site. So again,
that, the noise modeling results themselves are
worst-case scenarios. So, there's two scenarios
in there that are not occurring. It's the
tracking motors are not part of the project. And
then the inverters, when they were modeled were
closer to the property lines. They are now
farther away, so quieter.

So the worst-case scenario was modeled and it

is actually conservative.

JULIA RIORDAN: Okay. Thank you. I guess the lesser

of the two evils. So, thank you.

Going back to a little bit on the wildlife
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and habitat. I am at one of the properties that
has that barn and I spoke to the fact that -- of
the coyotes. So, my question is the coyotes,
because I've personally observed them denning in
those barns, why wasn't sincere observation
dismissed as a nuance -- nuisance, sorry, rather

than considered as a valid wildlife concern?

ATTORNEY BOGAN: Ms. Riordan, could you repeat your

question, please?

JULIA RIORDAN: Yes. So, again about the coyotes,

observing them denning in the tobacco barns, I --
it was a sincere observation that I feel was
dismissed because they were classified as nuisance
animals rather than a valid ecological, you know,
concern.

And I'm just directing that, you know, an
observation in good faith, wondering, you know, as
far as the credibility to have that addressed as

far as the coyote.

ATTORNEY BOGAN: Yeah. I'm going to have to object.

And I realize it's a function largely of just
understanding the process, but there's no
foundation. There's no evidence that anyone has
put forth in the record to supply the basis for

you asking the question.
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So, that being the case, it becomes almost
like a hypothetical and that makes it
objectionable.

JULIA RIORDAN: Yeah, I see your point. I do.

THE VICE CHAIR: The objection is sustained.

Please continue.

JULIA RIORDAN: Before proposing demolition of barns
and outbuildings, did you conduct any surveys to
identify what species including the coyotes, bats,
owls, small mammals are currently using these
structures for shelter and nesting?

THE WITNESS (Gravel): Could you please repeat the
question? John Gravel.

JULIA RIORDAN: Yes, yes. Before proposing demolition
of the barns and outbuildings, did you conduct any
surveys to identify what species including the
coyote, bats, owls, small mammals are currently
using the structures for shelter or nesting?

THE WITNESS (Gravel): 1I'll start. John Gravel here.
I'll start with my response and maybe turn to
Brett.

You know we have not initiated the actual
demo work. That's Jjust something that was not
approved yet, but I can turn to Brett Trowbridge

for any wildlife observations or any thoughts on
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that.

THE WITNESS (Trowbridge): Hi. Brett Trowbridge, VHB.

We did conduct surveys on -- on this

property. They were focused on the entire
property and primarily focused on rare species.
Specifically, breeding bird surveys were out
there. There are -- were noted a number of common
bird species in and around the barn areas, but
there is no performance standards to evaluate

habitat conditions for common species or nuisance

species.
JULIA RIORDAN: Okay. So -- okay. So, it's not going
to obviously go deep into the level of -- all

right. I got that.

If these species are displaced, what
mitigation is in place to prevent them from moving
into residential areas, especially when --
especially given when fencing and habitat is lost?

THE WITNESS (Trowbridge): Brett Trowbridge from VHB.

Can you repeat that question, please?

JULIA RIORDAN: If these species are displaced, what
mitigation is in place to prevent them from moving
into residential areas, especially given fencing
and habitat loss?

I'm just saying it's foreseeable that habitat
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THE WITNESS (Trowbridge): You indicated a number of

JULIA RIORDAN: I guess it's like -- I brought up the

THE WITNESS (Trowbridge): Again, Brett Trowbridge,
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loss and fencing would funnel displaced wildlife
towards homes where they've not been an issue
before. Doesn't that warrant protective
mitigation? Some kind of proactive mitigation, I

should say?

times, these species. What -- what species are

you referring to specifically?

fox and the coyote before. And when you do your
studies, I know that maybe you're coming out and
you're doing your bird study, but I'm not sure if
you're really taking in the different seasons when
they're actually, you know, habitatting.

I don't know whether you've been there when
the coyote and the foxes are basically in that, in
the barns -- but yeah. So, I guess I'm referring

more to the coyote and the fox.

VHB.

The site was investigated several dates
throughout the season and throughout multiple
years. The -- the species in question, again,
this is -- they are common species with no

regulations, and this is no different from any
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other development project. 1It's not specific
to -- to solar.

And these common species are accustomed,
particularly coyotes are accustomed to living in
the wild, but also persisting in residential areas
as well. So, I don't think there's anything for
that. They're common species that are unregulated
that are capable of adapting to changes around
their environment.

THE WITNESS (Gravel): Yeah. John Gravel.

Just to add, I think where we're kind of
confused was, you know, a barn could be taken down
anywhere in town and you might see the same
situation. And I'm not sure those are evaluated
when someone takes a shed or a barn down. So, I
just wanted to add that note that this is probably
something that happens for not just solar and
other projects.

JULIA RIORDAN: Okay.

THE VICE CHAIR: Ms. Riordan, excuse me for
interrupting, but we're going to take a break at
this time. And we'll come back at 3:45, or a
quarter of four, and we will continue with your
cross—-examination.

So we'll see everybody here at 3:45.
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Thank you.

(Pause: 3:35 p.m. to 3:45 p.m.)

THE VICE CHAIR: Thank you, everyone. We're back.
Is the Court Reporter back with us?
THE REPORTER: I am, and we are on the record.
THE VICE CHAIR: Very good. Thank you.
Okay. Back to Ms. Riordan. Please continue.
JULIA RIORDAN: All right. Thank you very much.

Why was no glare study performed when

abutters will be surrounded on multiple sides?
THE WITNESS (Gravel): John Gravel from Gravel Pit.

It is not a requirement, therefore we didn't
do a glare study. I think to echo Aaron Svedlow
from my team, if there is an issue we ask that you
guys reach out if there is a glare issue. But we
do not anticipate there to be any glare impacts
through abutting planning.

JULIA RIORDAN: If there is glare identified, what will
be the additional screening that will be provided?

THE WITNESS (Gravel): I think there will be
case-by-case -- John Gravel again.

Case-by-case. And, you know, I think it's

important for us to understand to investigate
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where the glare is and find the appropriate
measure.

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): I'll note in addition that --
and previously in the record, I had indicated we
will offer vegetative screening to abutters who
would like it on their properties. 1I'll put that
to you. So, we're open to that. We've done that
on other projects in Connecticut.

JULIA RIORDAN: Okay. Going back to safety, fire,
lightning; Barber Hill has a documented history of
lightning strikes. My house has been struck
twice -- or not the house, the property twice.

Why were no lightning studies conducted
despite repeated local incidents?

ATTORNEY BOGAN: I'm going to object once again to the
reference of repeated local incidents.

JULIA RIORDAN: Okay.

ATTORNEY BOGAN: But if you want to rephrase the
question so that you simply ask why no lightning
strike study was done, that removes my objection.

JULIA RIORDAN: Okay. Why were no lightning studies
conducted?

ATTORNEY BOGAN: I have no objection to that question.

JULIA RIORDAN: Thank you.

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): Aaron Svedlow with DESRI. I
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can give my answer and then others feel free.

They're not required. The electrical
infrastructure for the project is designed to
national electric codes that take into account
those potential risks.

JULIA RIORDAN: Okay. Fear of fire, I guess.

Asked -- let's see, without a binding
agreement requiring GPS to pay for extra fire
response resources, would East Windsor taxpayers
end up covering the cost if there is a fire at a
solar site? If not, what commitment exists?

ATTORNEY BOGAN: I have to object because that calls
for a legal conclusion regarding liability.

Perhaps you could rephrase it so that it
removes the objection.

THE VICE CHAIR: Objection sustained.

JULIA RIORDAN: Would East Windsor taxpayers be
responsible to cover costs if there's fire at a
solar site?

ATTORNEY BOGAN: Again, it really calls for a legal
conclusion. So, I object.

THE VICE CHAIR: Sustained.

JULIA RIORDAN: Yeah. In interrogatory 28 for details
regarding liability and property insurance,

abutting residents, if a fire from a solar
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facility damages their product -- property, can
you specify what coverage exists for each
individual residence? A small property, a
living --

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): Are you asking about the
project's insurance coverage?

JULIA RIORDAN: Yes. Is the developer responsible for
a plan --

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): So that, that's a different
question. For the project, I'll answer what I
think your first question is.

JULIA RIORDAN: The first question, yes?

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): The project has at least the
minimum insurance coverage required under law,
certainly much more than that. We're also
required to have insurance from any lenders that
are involved with the project. This is both
during construction as well as during operation.

I cannot speak to specific coverage you may
have in your home or in any other residence.

JULIA RIORDAN: Yeah. Okay. Let me just double check.

Is it appropriate -- the corporate liability
protects the company.
If cause analysis delays coverage, aren't the

families left exposed when they most need the
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protection?

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): I think I understand what
you're trying to ask me, but it's not in our
purview to opine on that. 1Is there maybe a
different way to ask that question?

JULIA RIORDAN: If residents have to rely on private
insurance, why isn't liability tied directly to
your operations?

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): If residents have to rely on

private insurance in what situation?

JULIA RIORDAN: So, if there -- if there is a fire. My
neighbor, I need to -- my neighbor, just for
relative -- his house burned in 20 minutes. There

was a hydrant issue.

And I'd love to know how the heck you would
put a fire out right behind my house when I sit
500 feet behind, off the road, and there's no way
to truck it. There's no way to hose it. There's
one hydrant that was mediocre at best.

And I know this comes -- I just feel like as
if I'm going to lose my house if the wind is
blowing. If it's not a windy day and there, you
know, there's no fire, great. But if there is a
fire, I will lose my house and I think my

insurance company is not going to pay for that --
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and I know that's not a question.
So I'm just trying to find out private
insurance -- right? You're asking my private

insurance to absorb a liability.

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): Could I just make a statement

for the record?

Nobody is asking and nobody has stated
anything about your private insurance or anything
related to your house or insurance. If your
question is about how the project will -- what our
plans are preventative and/or otherwise for fire,

we're happy to address that question.

JULIA RIORDAN: Yes.

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): I'm happy to repeat what I said

about our inability to opine on your personal
insurance coverage. However -- and before John
talks about his coordination with the fire
departments, if -- if in fact our project were
deemed to be liable for any type of damage to
personal property, that would certainly be
something that we would evaluate seriously and
would likely be responsible for covering, but it
is a hypothetical.

And again, I cannot opine on -- I'm not a

real estate insurance expert or a personal
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property insurance expert. John can talk to the

fire department coordination that we'wve had.

THE WITNESS (Gravel): Yeah. Thank you, Aaron.

John Gravel here.

We've been coordinating with the fire
departments from the initial project all the way
up through this expansion project. We recently
had a meeting with the fire chiefs, as we can
obviously see in the interrogatories there's
significant concern regarding fire safety. We
normally would consult with them. We just did it
a little more earlier prior to construction.

In our meeting we sat down to understand
their concerns and go over some of the questions
like Ms. Paradise asked us on, you know, response
rates, things like that. You know, the fire
chiefs did not have any major issues with our
project. Their request was to look into turning
radii and how they can get into the site. And
we're working with VHB to make some modifications
to our layout staying within our footprint as
currently proposed to make sure their largest
truck can get in.

As for hydrants, I can't speak regarding fire

for your friend or neighbor. I am aware of a
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JULIA RIORDAN: Okay. I think I'm finished with what I

THE WITNESS (Gravel): Thank you.

THE VICE CHAIR: Thank you Ms. Riordan.
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filling station just up the road. I think it's
Windsor Pond. I know there is a hydrant not far
from your house. So, there is, as I see it, water
availability not far.

So again, with the fire chiefs, sitting down
with them in a room, we did not basically hear too
many concerns from them. And, you know, with
proper management of the site and proper
coordination with the fire departments and our
contractors and our personnel that are on site,
unlike other places where there's solar proposed
or built, we have people there.

So, you know, I think hopefully this will
relieve some of your concern, but we're working
with the fire departments. We're adjusting our
layout to make sure they had -- get the best
access they can. And as Aaron pointed out, we'll
work with any landlords that have any concerns
with certain aspects of our project. We're happy
to discuss those, especially with you if you'd

like to.

need to ask. Thank you all for your time.
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We will now continue with cross-examination

of the certificate holder by the Paula Stolinas

group. Paula Stolinas, please.

PAULA STOLINAS:
THE VICE CHAIR:
PAULA STOLINAS:
THE VICE CHAIR:

PAULA STOLINAS:

Hi. TI'm here.

Good afternoon.

Good afternoon. Can you hear me okay?
Yes, we can. Thank you.

Okay. Great. So, I'll just jump

right into it. I guess my first couple questions

are probably more for the Council than Gravel Pit

Solar.

THE VICE CHAIR:

I'm sorry. The Council cannot answer

questions at this time.

PAULA STOLINAS:
THE VICE CHAIR:

PAULA STOLINAS:

Okay. Okay.
Thank you for thinking of us.

All right. Well, then can I ask

the -- I'll ask the Applicant then I guess what

their thoughts are, if that's appropriate.

THE VICE CHAIR:

PAULA STOLINAS:

Very good. Thank you.

As Nicole made us aware, Connecticut

DEEP's 2025 wildlife action plan has recently been

approved by the federal government. This plan

identifies species of greatest conservation need,

key habitats, priority issues, and conservation

actions for wildlife in Connecticut.
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The approved 2025 wildlife action plan
identifies these species classifications, state
assessment priority species, and habitat
fragmentation as major conservation concerns.
Should the Council consider these updated
priorities in evaluating this project expansion?

And Gravel Pit Solar, if you could -- if you
could weigh in on that, that would be great.

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): Sure. This is Aaron Svedlow
with Gravel Pit Solar. So -- and I appreciate the
question, Mrs. Stolinas. Thank you.

State wildlife action plans are conservation
plans that every U.S. state is required to develop
if they want to be eligible for funding through

state wildlife grants. They're not regulatory

documents. If there are aspects of them that
become regulatory -- and this is just me speaking
from experience -- we would expect the Connecticut

NDDB, who we are working with closely and have
been working with for a number of years on the
original project as well as the expansion, to
require us to implement measures that were
described in that action plan for our project.
So, we really look to NDDB to tell us based

on their expertise, the expertise that our
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environmental professionals, wildlife
professionals that have evaluated the site have
provided to NDDB to guide us in the type of
avoidance, minimization, and mitigation measures

that we would deploy at the project site.

PAULA STOLINAS: Okay. So, then my next question is,

because the wildlife action plan includes species
and habitat concerns not captured in the NDDB,
should the Council consider further review is
needed to align with the current statewide
conservation framework?

So, would your answer be no?

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): Well, I would just repeat my

answer from the prior -- previous question.

PAULA STOLINAS: My next question actually is for

Mr. Gravel. Mr. Gravel, at the last hearing you
had stated that you had previously been getting to
know folks in East Windsor, and that's from
transcript page 82, lines 14 and 15, when you were
discussing with Chris Dahl. Do you recall meeting

my husband Scott and myself?

THE WITNESS (Gravel): I do.

PAULA STOLINAS: Can you explain the purpose of your

meeting with us?

THE WITNESS (Gravel): I can, yeah. So, at the time we
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were developing the project I approached, I
believe, your husband first and was later
introduced to you, looking for an easement for a
collection line.

PAULA STOLINAS: Correct. Can you list other residents
and property owners that you contacted in a
similar fashion where you were door-to-door either
about the original project or the expansion?

THE WITNESS (Gravel): There's a number of landowners I
reached out to, if that answers your question.

Door-to-door there's a handful of -- of
landowners.

PAULA STOLINAS: Okay. Do you --

THE VICE CHAIR: Ms. Stolinas, I don't think it's
necessary to walk through their process in which
they went door-to-door. Could you kindly get to
the point of your questioning?

PAULA STOLINAS: Sure.

THE VICE CHAIR: Thank you.

PAULA STOLINAS: For each individual or family that you
did contact can you clarify whether the
conversation involved requests for easements,
access, acquisition rights, or other land-use
permissions?

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): As part of our development
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process we reach out to members of the community
for a variety of reasons. One of those reasons
may be to see if they're interested in being part
of the project, and that's why Mr. Gravel
approached you and your husband initially.

Because of where your property is located it
was a good location we thought at the time to
potentially locate an easement for an underground
collector launch from. You were not interested in
being part of the project, so we did contact other
abutters. So, that's one reason why we might
contact people in the community.

The other reason is we want to inform them
about the project. For the original project I
personally met with a number of people about that
project. So, we do a lot of outreach. We have a
lot of conversations with people in the community.

We're not going to be able to give you a list
of everybody we spoke to about potential easements
or other commercial negotiations.

PAULA STOLINAS: Yeah, and I'm not really looking for
specific names. I'm just more curious about your
public outreach, as you've stated that, you know,
holding a hearing you thought maybe wouldn't be

productive, but yet it seemed advantageous to
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reach out to homeowners for land-use agreements.

So, I was I guess surprised to find myself an
abutter on this particular expansion project. And
I know Chris Dahl also did bring this up with the
already pre-approved petitions of 1422 and 1463 as
I abut the parcel for 1422.

So, GPS is acknowledging that Parcel 02968010
is part of the Petition 1422. 1If GPS is allowed
to acquire these already-approved parcels and
change the scope of the work, what is stopping the
next solar company from buying out GPS and doing
the same thing?

Like, at what point does this stop? How do
we get reassurance that if this project is
approved it's going to be done the way it was

approved? How do -- where does it stop?

ATTORNEY BOGAN: The question -- because you're posing

a hypothetical.

PAULA STOLINAS: Well, it's already happened where

Greenskies and Mulnite have the approved
application, and you guys are trying to come in
and change it. So, if this expansion is approved
is the Greenskies project, those Petitions 1422

and 1463, are they just null and void?

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): So, this project can't speak to
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Greenskies' project specifically. The intent of
what we are doing here is to utilize the property
that was previously approved for a solar project
and expand an existing solar project which, you
know, we believe is a good best practice for new,
renewable energy development or any type of energy
development. You're leveraging existing
infrastructure and therefore reducing overall
impacts.

This is a robust -- this is our third
hearing. This is a very robust regulatory
process. If in the future a developer -- and I'm
not in any way suggesting that this is something
that we would do, but if a developer were to want
to do something different on a property, they
would need to come before the Siting Council, I
would imagine.

I'm, again, not a lawyer or an expert in
this, but, you know, we approach this in a way we
thought would overall reduce impacts to
Connecticut by co-locating solar next to existing
facility and on property largely already approved
for the use. So, we expected this would be an
appropriate process and a little bit better than

trying to do a new project from a whole plot
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elsewhere.

PAULA STOLINAS: So, would there be -- on the parcel
behind me would there be one solar project or two
solar projects?

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): I -- I'm not sure which parcel
you're referring to. We have a proposal in front
of the Siting Council. The site plan for that
project is available in our -- our filings in the
docket. That is the solar project that we're
proposing to build.

PAULA STOLINAS: Okay. I'll move on.

I do want to discuss the barns. I know that
Julia did bring them up, and these are the barns
that are on Barber Hill Road and South Wapping
Road. So, these are the ones on Parcel 02968011,
02968010, and 01766022, and these are part of the
barns of the 1422 and 1463 petitions.

There is an Exhibit A called the updated
Mulnite letter where there is a letter from the
State Historic Preservation Office that says, as
previously communicated, tobacco sheds are an
increasingly-threatened resource within the
Connecticut River Valley. Their demolition would
result in an adverse effect to historic resources.

Why are you taking that information and still
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proposing to pull these barns down when they were

not part of the original petition?

THE WITNESS (Gravel): John Gravel, Gravel Pit.

So, understanding this resource, tobacco
sheds and being part of history, that's why we
work with SHPO just to understand what the impacts
are. And in -- in our correspondence with SHPO we
also proposed mitigation to not have an adverse
impact.

So, you know, those barns -- those three I

think you referred to?

PAULA STOLINAS: Uh-huh.

THE WITNESS (Gravel): They're being mitigated in a

way, like, I think there will be an informational
packet, like we're doing a tobacco shed survey
throughout all of the Connecticut River Valley for
the first original project. So, we're making
public information available about the history of
barns.

So, those are the types of ways we work to
understand what is our impact with SHPO and best
ways for -- for Connecticut and the community to
mitigate those, those certain impacts like tobacco

sheds.

PAULA STOLINAS: But we have these. We have these
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barns right in the back of our property. We see
them when tobacco is there in the spring and the
fall -- or, I mean -- sorry, the summer and the
fall hanging to dry. You know, it's an
unmistakable earthy smell that's part of our
heritage, a part of our community.

And I guess I'm just unclear as to how you

think a book replaces the actual barn.

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): Ms. Stolinas, I understand

where you're coming from. I certainly have a lot
of respect for the heritage of tobacco farming
in -- in this part of Connecticut. I know it's a
big part of the culture and the experience of
living there.

We endeavor to respect that cultural
heritage. We've actually maintained, restored,
and improved a number of barns on the existing

project at great expense. We've also

interestingly -- and I'm happy to take you out
there sometime -- have been restoring the
longest -- I think it's the longest tobacco shed

in Connecticut. We've done something similar at
our project in Simsbury.
There are economic considerations that I

think are putting farmers in a position where
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maybe tobacco is something that they're going to
transition away from. So, I will note that the
property that will host these tobacco sheds is
owned by a farmer and has made a choice to put
that property into solar. 1It's similar to the
original project.

So, we are looking to respect that heritage.
We can't keep all of the barns. We're working
closely with SHPO to, as John indicated, mitigate

our impacts where we can avoid them.

PAULA STOLINAS: Okay. One more question about the two

original Petitions 1422 and 1463. I know that GPS
is planning to adopt the sheep-grazing and the
apiaries as part of that original plan.

One of Mulnite's agreements was that he also
wanted, you know, farming between the panels or
underneath the panels. Why couldn't that also be

incorporated into this expansion plan?

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): I just want to clarify that --

I think I understand the question, but the point
about Mulnite wanting something I don't think was
the case. I think the applicant for that original
petition agreed to try to accommodate farming
between the panels.

DESRI is one of the largest owner-operators
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of solar nationally. We evaluate the use of
agriculture in all of our sites. We have looked
at the ability and the viability, the economics,
the safety risk of farming actively between solar
panels. Row-crop agriculture is not viable or
feasible currently in active solar plants. If you
were to try to do that, it would introduce any
number of potential safety risks and commercial
concerns.

However, sheep-grazing, honey production, as
well as pollinator habitat and some other types of
compatible agricultural uses, in some places
cattle, actually -- we are very open to that, but
unfortunately the row-crop type agriculture in

between solar panels is not currently viable.

PAULA STOLINAS: Okay. I do want to touch on some of

the opposition and support letters, and I will
kind of pick out a few questions that I don't
think have been addressed yet.

We did -- obviously, several letters came in
both in support and opposition. I believe we had
almost 30 opposition letters from residents in the
town of East Windsor. Did you review those
letters?

I guess, who's looking at these letters and
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who's reading them, and who's taking that feedback

from residents?

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): So, John and I and other

members of the project team review correspondence
from abutters or other interested parties,
residents in the town. We take that feedback
seriously.

As I've mentioned previously in my testimony,
we really appreciate constructive feedback,
feedback like we received in an earlier hearing
where somebody asked if we could just set back a
little bit more. I forget the specifics. Or
another type of constructive feedback would be,
hey, we'd really like to see some additional
screening here, or clarification questions like
you have been asking today about noise impacts,
for example. We're happy to address those.

I have a hard time addressing feedback that
is, we do not want you here. I understand that,
but there's nothing I can do with that feedback.
I can address concerns about visual impacts, sound
impacts, and then we can make minor adjustments,
and in some cases more than minor adjustments to
the project. We can do vegetative screening on

people's property. We're happy to do those
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things.

If and when we receive that type of request
or feedback, we will certainly take it very
seriously and take actions to address it.

PAULA STOLINAS: Okay. I did want to point out that as
I was reading the opposition letters, many of the
East Windsor residents are not actually opposed to
the State's green-energy initiative. Most
acknowledge the importance of creating renewable
energy sources in our state.

However, because East Windsor already houses
23 percent of the entire state's solar, and
residents feel that East Windsor has met and
exceeded its quota for solar farm arrays --

THE VICE CHAIR: Ms. Stolinas, please refrain from
testifying.

This is your opportunity to ask questions.

PAULA STOLINAS: Okay.

THE VICE CHAIR: Thank you.

PAULA STOLINAS: In regards to some of the support
letters, isn't it true that the majority of your
support letters came from Local 478 and Local 35,
and that nearly all of them were identical form
letters?

ATTORNEY BOGAN: Objection. The letters speak for
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themselves.

THE VICE CHAIR: Sustained. 1It's part of the record.

PAULA STOLINAS: Did Gravel Pit solar draft and provide
the language used in those union support letters?

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): Not that I'm aware of.

PAULA STOLINAS: Some of these support letters were
e-mailed directly to Gravel Pit staff before being
sent to the Siting Council.

Do you know why that was?

ATTORNEY BOGAN: Objection. Calls of speculation.

THE VICE CHAIR: Sustained.

Ms. Stolinas, the line of questioning really
isn't helpful for the proceedings.

PAULA STOLINAS: Okay. Understood.

THE VICE CHAIR: Thank you.

PAULA STOLINAS: Does Gravel Pit Solar acknowledge that
construction jobs that -- last a few months, while
farming is a permanent livelihood passed through
generations? And if so, how does the elimination
of long-term agricultural employment, replacing it
with one or two permanent maintenance jobs, serve
the long-term public-need standard the Council
must apply under statute?

ATTORNEY BOGAN: I'm going to object to the question

because there's a lack of foundation for several
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elements such as how long construction jobs would
last, and whether or not there is and would
continue to be farming. So, the question is
simply lacking in foundation.

And by that, just so you understand,

Ms. Stolinas, you would have to put something in
the record to support those assertions so that you
can then ask questions about them. But as of now,
there's nothing in the record to support the
underlying premise of your question.

PAULA STOLINAS: Okay.

THE VICE CHAIR: The objection is sustained.

PAULA STOLINAS: I have witnessed -- my husband and I
have both witnessed increased road crossings,
especially by deer, and collisions involving these
displaced wildlife and this has been since the
first solar array became operational.

Has GPS investigated whether fencing and
habitat loss could be contributing to these
changes?

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): The question assumes that your
observations are valid. That said, I'll try to
address some of it, and then Mr. Trowbridge.

It's not our obligation to evaluate, you

know, potential changes in -- in wildlife movement
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in the town of -- of East Windsor. We are
certainly open, as I indicated earlier, too, to
feedback on fence design, fence location from
wildlife professionals. We work closely with
NDDB, Mr. Trowbridge, Jjust in -- to evaluate this
stuff.

PAULA STOLINAS: Has GPS requested or reviewed deer
vehicle collision data from the Town, State, or
local police before and after solar construction?

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): No, it's not our purview to do
so.

PAULA STOLINAS: No-?

Did GPS model how fencing might redirect deer
movement toward public roads rather than through
former open fields?

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): No, it's not our purview to do
so.

PAULA STOLINAS: Okay. I know we have discussed the
noise issue. I do have a specific question about
Donna House, who's at 60 Wapping Road.

We did look at the Exhibit O, your acoustical
study. According to this exhibit, the existing
conditions measured at Wapping Road were between
36 and 46 decibels. The project-generated noise

is listed at 39.3.
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In Donna's May 6, 2025, testimony, which is
posted on the council website, Donna stated she
hears an incessant loud humming noise from the
existing arrays. If the model claims 35.7 or 36
decibels, yet a resident is hearing continuous
intrusive humming, then is the model accurately
reflecting the real-world impact?

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): It's not clear what project
you're referring to, Mrs. Stolinas, that she's
hearing noise from. Our project will --

PAULA STOLINAS: Well, she's hearing -- she's currently
hearing noise from the existing project.

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): Sorry. Which existing project?

PAULA STOLINAS: 4902

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): Our projects comply with state
and local noise requirements and will continue to
do so. We're happy to have conversations with her
about what she might be hearing as we proceed, but
that project is in compliance.

PAULA STOLINAS: 1It's in compliance per these
guidelines, but the reality is that she's still
hearing this noise. And this expansion would add
two more arrays even closer to Donna's home.

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): So, is there --

PAULA STOLINAS: So, if she's already --
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THE WITNESS (Svedlow): Is there a question?

ATTORNEY BOGAN: Yeah, I would object to that. Once
again, it sounds like you're testifying and not
asking a question.

THE VICE CHAIR: Sustained.

PAULA STOLINAS: Well, if she's already experiencing
intrusive noise, can you agree that adding more
equipment near to her property will not reduce the
noise? It will increase 1it?

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): I can't speak to what she's
experiencing. I can speak to what is in our --
our filing or what's in the docket related to the
potential noise impacts of the proposed and
existing projects.

PAULA STOLINAS: Okay. I guess, based on our testimony
this afternoon -- or our cross-examination, would
it be possible to do a public meeting to address
some of these concerns? And could we say, hey,
you know, these are some of the concerns brought
up during the hearing, and we would like to have a
meeting?

I think a public outreach might make sense.
And I apologize if that's not a question.
THE WITNESS (Svedlow): Are you (unintelligible) --

PAULA STOLINAS: I feel like we are getting some good
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feedback, and I think that the public could

help -- could also use this.

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): Yeah, Ms. Stolinas, I'd be

happy to meet with folks like you and some of the
other abutters. We have done the outreach. The
responses we got were not constructive, so we
curtailed the outreach. We are happy to meet
one-on-one with individuals again, like yourself
and like some of the other folks who have
testified once the siting council process is over
to talk about some of your additional concerns;
maybe ways we could do vegetative screening on
your properties, if that's of interest, as I've
stated a few times in the docket here.

But given the Facebook posts, the
interactions on e-mail, and some of the other
signals we're seeing from the community, I don't
feel like entertaining a broad open house with an
open invite is -- is going to be productive. But
I would be happy to meet with you all individually

after the proceedings are over.

PAULA STOLINAS: I do want to just discuss the

cumulative impact. Are you aware that there are
several farm-based experienced businesses in this

area, for example, Gilson's farm and Farmers Hay
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Ride? These are businesses based in a rural
setting where people can experience picking fresh
fruit, taking hay rides, and interacting with farm
animals.

Were any studies done on the cumulative
impact of both existing solar arrays along with
the expansion to determine if the wvisual noise or
other impact of the solar arrays could harm local
businesses?

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): Yeah, I think we've addressed
the cumulative point a few times, especially on
some of the -- the items you raised.

It's in our filing.

PAULA STOLINAS: Okay. I think everything else that I
might have would be duplicates or things that
we've already discussed. So, I will go ahead and
let you move on to the next person.

Thank you for your time.

THE VICE CHAIR: Thank you, Ms. Stolinas.

We will continue with cross-examination of
the certificate holder by the Julie Traczyk Group.
Julie Traczyk, please. Good afternoon.

JULIE TRACZYK: Good afternoon. How are you?

THE VICE CHAIR: Good, thank you. How are you?

JULIE TRACZYK: Good, thank you. Not sure why you
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can't see me. I do have my video on.

THE VICE CHAIR: There you go.

JULIE TRACZYK: Oh, okay. Okay. So, I'm going to get
right to it. Julie Traczyk. I'm an intervener.
I would like to start with regarding the expansion
being a public benefit to the State.

The Council asked whether the proposed
expansion is necessary for the reliability of
Connecticut's electric power supply. And you
answered that it would support reliability by
adding solar capacity to the grid.

However, with respect to the existing
120-megawatt GPS solar array, approximately 70
milliwatts was sold under a power purchase
agreement to Constellation Energy and then resold
through a retail supply agreement to Comcast. And
an additional 50 megawatts was sold through a PPA
to Rhode Island, arrangements under which that
generation does not directly count towards
Connecticut's in-state ISO NE capacity
requirements. Given that history, what assurance
can you provide --

ATTORNEY BOGAN: Mr. Morissette, I apologize. I have
to object because this looks like testimony.

I think Ms. Traczyk can get where she wants
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if she wants to break down her statement into
individual questions such as, do you sell some of
your power to X? Do you sell some of your power
to ¥Y? But what's happening right now looks like
testimony.

THE VICE CHAIR: Yes, I agree, but I believe
Ms. Traczyk was Jjust getting to her question.

JULIE TRACZYK: Yes, I was.

THE VICE CHAIR: Very good.

JULIE TRACZYK: So, given the history, what assurance
can you provide that the output from the proposed
expansion will, in fact, support Connecticut's
electric system reliability rather than again
being sold out of state through similar
contractual agreements?

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): So, I appreciate the question,
ma'am. The -- some of the elements of your
statement I would disagree with. So, the original
project is selling 70 megawatts to Comcast, which
most folks will likely be aware is a major
supplier of internet service to the state of
Connecticut. And in fact, Gravel Pit Solar is
largely providing power to their Connecticut
facilities, I think the wvast majority of their

facilities in Connecticut. There's been some

Sanders, Gale & Russell | A Plus Reporting
Veritext Companies www.veritext.com



© 00 Jd o U0 b~ W DN B

N N N N NN KRB RBR R B R B R B R R
O B W N B O VW ® 4 o0 U & W N K O

Page 103

press releases to that effect.

To your point about selling additional power
out of state, first off, the Gravel Pit expansion
has not entered into a purchase agreement yet. We
would love to sell our power to -- to Eversource,
to United Illuminating, to any of the other --
what's the word? Distribution companies in
Connecticut. We would be happy to do that. 1It's
available for purchase.

That said, any additional energy generation
that is injected into the grid in ISO New England
provides reliability benefits to all participants
of ISO New England. This is discussed in our
testimony. It's corroborated on the ISO New
England website, if you want to go through some of
their documentation, as well as the integrated
resource plan for Eversource and United
Illuminating.

So, regardless of where the power would be
sold -- again, our preference is to sell in
Connecticut. It has reliability benefits

throughout the system.

JULIE TRACZYK: Thank you.

Would the proposed facility expansion be

necessary for the development of a competitive
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market for electricity? And you stated that the
proposed expansion would promote a competitive
market by increasing the diversity of resources
bidding into the ISO NE, and that it aligns with
Connecticut's renewable portfolio standard.
Participation in the ISO New England does not
require that the electricity be sold to
Connecticut load-serving entities. Correct?
Which you just basically stated.

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): If your question is, does
participation in ISO New England's market require
selling to load-serving entities in Connecticut?
Then the answer is -- is no, it does not.

JULIE TRACZYK: Okay. And there is no contractual
requirement that the electricity from this
proposed expansion be sold to Connecticut
utilities or used to meet Connecticut's renewable
energy obligations. Correct?

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): Not at this time, but there
could be, and there's no -- there's no reason why
it wouldn't be.

JULIE TRACZYK: Okay. So basically, then given that
you can -- can you identify any mechanism that
ensures this expansion will meaningfully benefit

Connecticut's competitive electric market rather
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than simply increasing to that regional ISO New

England market as a whole?

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): Yes. So, one of the ways that

solar, regardless of where it's sold, benefits
ratepayers and market pricing is by stabilizing
and suppressing price. Renewable energy, solar in
particular, does not have a variable cost of
production. So, the cost to produce a megawatt
today is the same to produce a megawatt tomorrow
and in ten years.

Therefore, the price we provide to the
market, the price we're willing to take in a
wholesale market or the price we would provide to
a retail customer is not going to vary over time.
Other types of generation like natural gas have
variable costs of production and don't have that
same price suppression effect.

So, the more renewables on the system,
regardless of who's paying for the renewables,
will suppress over time. It's my opinion -- and
there's documentation to support this -- it will
suppress locational marginal pricing, which will
have a net positive effect on the energy market
and energy costs to ratepayers over time if

Eversource chooses to pass those savings onto you.
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JULIE TRACZYK: Okay. A big if.

The Council asked, would the proposed
facility expansion contribute to the forecasted
generating capacity? And you answered, the
expansion would promote a competitive market by
increasing the diversity of resources bidding into
the ISO NE market.

So, even if the expansion increases the
number of resources bidding into ISO NE, ISO New
England capacity resources compete on a regional

basis, not on a state-by-state basis. Correct?

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): If the question is, do ISO New

England and, by extension, NEPOOL participants
compete on a regional basis? Yes. By default
they're a part of a regional market, and ISO are

to that.

JULIE TRACZYK: Okay. And there is no binding

commitment requiring the proposed expansion's
capacity to be retained for Connecticut's

forecasted capacity needs. 1Is there?

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): Can you define the forecasted

capacity needs you're referring to?

JULIE TRACZYK: So, doesn't Connecticut have a

forecasted capacity need?

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): Well, we can take the term
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"capacity" in a few different ways. So, that's
what I'm trying to understand what your question
is.

Is it capacity for new load that might be
being served? 1Is it the capacity supply
obligation required to meet reliability
requirements under the ISO standards, or -- or
something else? That, that term can be used in a

few different ways.

JULIE TRACZYK: Yeah. Well, because I'm trying to

refer to this as this expansion being a public
benefit to the State, not necessarily into the ISO
NE regional market, if that makes any sense.

I'll move on, but I get what you're saying.

How would the proposed facility expansion
reduce independence on imported energy resources,
the Council asks? And the expansion would help
reduce dependence on imported fossil fuels that
currently dominate Connecticut's generation mix.

So, by adding solar generation, you are
suggesting that less natural gas and oil would be
needed, and therefore less imported fuel would be

used. Correct?

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): I think that's a reasonable

assessment of our response to that question.
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JULIE TRACZYK: Okay. Can you quantify how much of
Connecticut's imported fossil fuel usage would
actually be displaced by this expansion?

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): I -- I cannot.

JULIE TRACZYK: Okay. I Jjust thought I'd throw it out.

How would the proposed facility expansion
diversify the State's energy supply mix? You
stated that the proposed solar facility expansion
would diversify Connecticut's energy supply mix by
adding utility-scale solar generation. Correct?

ATTORNEY BOGAN: Objection. The answer speaks for
itself.

THE VICE CHAIR: Yes.

JULIE TRACZYK: And do you agree that solar --

THE VICE CHAIR: Ms. Traczyk?

JULIE TRACZYK: Yes?

THE VICE CHAIR: The application and the responses to
interrogatories are all on the record.
Unfortunately, you don't need to read them to us.

JULIE TRACZYK: Okay.

THE VICE CHAIR: Please just ask your question.

JULIE TRACZYK: Okay. So, even with the expansion,
solar would represent a very small fraction of the
State's overall generation mix. Correct?

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): I -- I don't have the total
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state generation mix at the, you know, at my
fingertips. One of Connecticut's goals is
increasing the amount of renewables it has.

JULIE TRACZYK: Okay.

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): That's all I can say.

JULIE TRACZYK: So, then basically you can't explain
how this relatively small addition expansion
meaningfully diversifies the State's energy supply
versus the loss of farmland, forest and
encroachment on residential property in the town
of East Windsor.

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): I apologize, ma'am. I did not
say any of those things.

JULIE TRACZYK: Okay. But basically the solar is
marginal rather than transformative into the
state's renewable energy.

ATTORNEY BOGAN: Objection. It calls for speculation
or quantification. That's not what the Witness
said.

JULIE TRACZYK: Okay. All right.

THE VICE CHAIR: Sustained.

JULIE TRACZYK: I'll move on.

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): I would state that this would
be, I believe, one of the, you know, this would be

the largest project in Connecticut. It already
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is, and an expansion to that is meaningful. This
will make a meaningful impact on the percentage of
renewable generation in the state of Connecticut.

JULIE TRACZYK: Okay. So, basically as far as this
expansion enhancing reliability, without
guarantees that the energy will stay in state,
isn't it possible that the existing project, most
of this -- like the existing project, most of this
expansion's output could also be sold out of state
limiting the actual reliability benefit to
Connecticut?

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): That's not what I said. I
disagree with the question.

If your question -- if you want to rephrase
it in a way that is less object -- subjective, I'd
be happy to answer your question.

JULIE TRACZYK: All right. So, it's possible that this
expansion could be sold, energy could be sold out
of state versus going into the Connecticut
resources specifically?

ATTORNEY BOGAN: Object. That question was asked and
answered.

JULIE TRACZYK: Okay. I'm just going to move on then
as far as public benefit goes.

The Council asked about damaged -- about
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solar panel detection, replacement modules and
damaged or non-functioning panels. You stated the
expansion will be reviewed periodically and
monitored, monitored 24/7. And what do you mean
by reviewed periodically?

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): I -- I can give an answer to
this. John if you want to add, too?

The efficiency of the panels, the energy
production of the facility versus expectation is
reviewed periodically. It has safety;
functionality and electrical interface aspects of
the project are monitored continuously.

JULIE TRACZYK: Okay. And monitored, you -- meaning
you have means of being notified immediately if a
panel is damaged or malfunctioning?

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): We have means of being notified
if there is a substantive issue that would affect
safety, production, public health, et cetera, at
the facility.

JULIE TRACZYK: Okay. You also use infrared aerial
scans. Can you please explain what that
encompasses?

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): At some of our sites we will
fly drones with thermal sensors to evaluate

whether a panel is, A, malfunctioning or operating
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suboptimally. 1It's not a safety point. 1It's more
of a, is the project working the way it's supposed
to work?

JULIE TRACZYK: Okay. If a panel is damaged,
approximately how long does it take for you to
replace that panel?

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): Yeah, it's a fair question. We
like to replace them as quickly as possible. The
panels are the means of production. So, if it's
not operating it's not producing energy, and
that's what we want the facility to do.

JULIE TRACZYK: Okay. If a panel is damaged or broken,
once replaced, the damaged ones will be stored on
site prior to being moved to a recycling facility
or disposed of at a local disposal facility.

Correct?

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): I'm not sure if that's the
protocol or not. I think we described that in our
application.

JULIE TRACZYK: I think that was one of your responses,
that they would be stored on site and I'm curious
where on site is.

THE WITNESS (Gravel): The O and M provider who's there
Monday through Friday has designated a location

within the fence. Those are stored. 1It's likely
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within one of the sheds that's within the fence
line, but I'm not -- unaware of any broken modules
at this point.

JULIE TRACZYK: Okay. If you do have damaged modules
how long would you anticipate that they would
remain on site before being transferred to a
disposal facility or a recycling company?

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): We typically want to do that as
quickly as possible.

JULIE TRACZYK: All right. 1Is it possible that those
damaged panels could expose cadmium, lead, or
other metals which could leach into the soil and
groundwater?

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): No. We've provided testimony
to that effect in numerous places in our
application.

JULIE TRACZYK: Okay. Could you identify the disposal
facilities and/or recycling companies that would
be used by GPS-?

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): You know, that's a good
question. I don't have that information offhand.
I know there's a number of them nationally. We
have relationships with them. If need be we can
follow up with that information, but I don't have
that off the top of my head.
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JULIE TRACZYK: All right. But you don't -- there's no
local -- there's none in the state of Connecticut.
They're mostly national companies?

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): I'm not sure if there's one in
the state of Connecticut. We can look into it.

We do use regional ones, to the best of my
knowledge.

JULIE TRACZYK: Okay. I'm going to move on to the
public outreach and community engagement. I know
we've already talked about the public hearing, so
I'm not even going to go into that. But because
you didn't do a public hearing, you did decide to
go with alternative outreach options to engage and
educate the residents. Correct?

THE WITNESS (Gravel): Yeah.

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): So, I want to be very clear.
The open house, the public meeting, that is a
voluntary thing that DESRI chooses to do or not to
do. And in this case, we chose not to do it for
the reasons I previously mentioned.

JULIE TRACZYK: Yeah, I get it.

THE VICE CHAIR: Excuse me, Ms. Traczyk.

JULIE TRACZYK: Yes?

THE VICE CHAIR: We've spent a lot of time talking

about the public outreach this afternoon and quite

Sanders, Gale & Russell | A Plus Reporting
Veritext Companies www.veritext.com



© 00 Jd o U0 b~ W DN B

N N N N NN KRB RBR R B R B R B R R
O B W N B O VW ® 4 o0 U & W N K O

Page 115

frankly, I think we've exhausted it. If we could
move on, please. We're getting late in the day
and we need to have a couple more people testify

this afternoon.

JULIE TRACZYK: Okay. Can I just ask a couple more

questions about the outreach?

I'm just curious as there were 7,019 phone
calls that were placed. There were twelve
thousand fourteen and four -- twelve thousand
fourteen -- four hundred and fourteen text
messages sent. There were 13,465 flyers, but yet
not everybody in the town received the phone call,
received a text message and/or received the
flyers.

So, I'm just curious how you decided who got
the phone calls, who got the text messages, where

you got their phone numbers from, et cetera.

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): Yeah, we do our best. We do

our best with outreach. Sometimes it's difficult
to reach people. That's the best I -- that's what
I can tell you. I don't know.

John, do you have much more to add there,

but --

THE WITNESS (Gravel): You're right. We do our best.

We feel as though, you know, the word got out
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regarding the project. We did submit a draft
application to the Town, although we didn't have
to.

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): Which was publicly posted.

THE WITNESS (Gravel): It was posted on the website.
So, we -- we did our best to get the word out that
there is this project. The draft application was
submitted before, formally submitted to the Siting
Council. Those are the ways we tried to get the
word out.

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): And I appreciate you
enumerating all the different ways that we tried
to reach people because all of those were
voluntary and the things that we did to make sure
the community was aware of our project, the -- the
mailers, the website, all of these things,
including a number -- actually many, many meetings
with the Town of East Windsor over time about the
project that were voluntary.

We -- we definitely did not do the bare
minimum here.

JULIE TRACZYK: No. No. You sent out a lot of flyers.
You sent out five actual mailers that you sent out
to people, some of which stated that the GPS

project in East Windsor is helping our community.
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But do you agree that that could be slightly
misconstrued by residents of East Windsor that the
energy from this expansion will benefit our state
directly versus being sold into the regional
market? Because I don't think a lot of people
understand that.

ATTORNEY BOGAN: I'm going to object. That calls for
speculation.

JULIE TRACZYK: Okay, fine.

THE VICE CHAIR: Sustained.

JULIE TRACZYK: One of your flyers stated that the
expansion will lower electric bills for residents
and businesses by helping stabilize energy prices.

Can you explain exactly how the claim to
lower electric bills is quantified?

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): I -- I think I explained that
in your previous question in some detail with

price suppression, stabilization of LMPs, et

cetera. The project will be one of the largest
taxpayers, and currently already is -- the
expansion will increase this even more -- one of

the largest taxpayers in East Windsor and does not
use many services. So, it's a tremendous net
benefit economically to the community.

We've also entered into, as you may be aware,
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a voluntary economic impact agreement with the
Town of East Windsor for the original project and
proposed similar economic incentives to the Town
for the proposed expansion, as well as the gift of
a sizable piece of property for conservation
purposes.

JULIE TRACZYK: Okay. Thank you.

You are also supporting 150 local
construction jobs during the expansion. Correct?
But that's only while the expansion is being
constructed. Correct?

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): That's correct. If we could
build more and keep those folks employed more,
we'd be happy to do it.

JULIE TRACZYK: All right. And how long do you
anticipate the construction process to take?

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): Mr. Gravel?

THE WITNESS (Gravel): Roughly a year. It will kind
of -- those jobs ebb and flow, you know, as
construction begins. There might be a smaller
influx and then it would increase.

JULIE TRACZYK: Okay. And then that leaves how many
actual permanent jobs?

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): These types of projects only

provide a handful of permanent jobs. They're not
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big job creators per long term. They're great
construction jobs. The unions have been very
supportive of that. 1It's been a boon for the
construction industry as a whole in Connecticut.

And again, we do have a handful of permanent
operational jobs. The more solar projects we're
able to build, of course, in a thoughtful and
well-sited manner, the more construction jobs
we'll be able to provide to the state.

JULIE TRACZYK: Okay. Thank you.

As far as preserving farmland and now for
future generations, which is one of your
statements on your mailers, you claim that
perennial vegetation beneath the solar panels will
improve soil quality. Can you point to a
scientific study or a soil report that
demonstrates this will occur specifically on the
expansion site?

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): Mr. DeJoia, I believe you have
a number of those types of studies available to
you -- if you're still on.

THE WITNESS (DeJoia): Yeah. Yes, Aaron DeJoia with
Soil and Ecological Solutions.

There are many studies out there. Cornell

has done quite a few of those, but also UMass has

Sanders, Gale & Russell | A Plus Reporting
Veritext Companies www.veritext.com



© 00 Jd o U0 b~ W DN B

N N N N NN KRB RBR R B R B R B R R
O B W N B O VW ® 4 o0 U & W N K O

Page 120

done some, and also Rutgers in New Jersey showing
that the benefits of natural native grasses and
the root systems build soil health, increase soil
carbon, decrease -- or decrease runoff, increasing
infiltration rates through all these systems. And
so that, those studies, I don't have them all
ready to reference to you right now, but those are
all out there and available.

One soil from another may change a little bit
from here to there, but these soils have been
depleted of organic matter through row-crop
agriculture, tobacco farming, which is a natural
process.

It's nothing the farmers did wrong, but this
native grass that will be under there will
replenish that carbon and help the soils
regenerate and become a better producer at the end
of the project than they were at the beginning,
more like the natural soil that was tilled up when

the first Europeans came across.

JULIE TRACZYK: Okay. And do you plan on measuring,

like, through this whole project, the soil for
this expansion and, not only this expansion, but
for future projects down the line that actually

kind of proved that this is happening?
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THE WITNESS (DeJdoia): Aaron, did you --

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): (Unintelligible) would
consider. I think it's an interesting point, but
it's something we would consider.

THE WITNESS (DeJoia): Yes. And this is Aaron DeJoia
with Soil and Ecological Solutions.

On Gravel Pit, the original Gravel Pit
project, we did start that process by taking
baseline soil health measurements there and soil
testing there. That will be followed up.

Those indicators do not change overnight.
They take many years. So, like, once every five
to seven years is the timeframe that those will be
able to see a difference from point A to point B.

JULIE TRACZYK: Okay. Thank you for that.

You mailer also stated that the expansion
will generate additional energy without causing
environmental harm. Isn't it true that any
large-scale development inherently involves
clearing land, altering habitats and may have
impacts on wildlife, stormwater runoff, and
existing farmland?

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): (Unintelligible) --

JULIE TRACZYK: Okay. So, my question is, given those

potential effects, would you agree that it's not

Sanders, Gale & Russell | A Plus Reporting
Veritext Companies www.veritext.com



© 00 Jd o U0 b~ W DN B

N N N N NN KRB RBR R B R B R B R R
O B W N B O VW ® 4 o0 U & W N K O

Page 122

scientifically or practically possible to
guarantee that there will be no environmental
impact at all from this expansion?

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): If the question is, can I
guarantee that there's no environmental impact
from a proposed -- this proposed solar project?

Is that your question, ma'am?

JULIE TRACZYK: Yes, because your -- you state that
your expansion will generate additional energy
without causing environmental harm.

THE WITNESS (Trowbridge): Brett Trowbridge, VHB.

Throughout our testimony in the hearing
process, we indicate that the -- the project is
complying with all environmental regulations and
laws, and that's -- that's maintained. So, I
think that's where that statement has come from.

And it's -- all the studies that have been
done and communication with CT DEEP getting the
general permit, that these are all things that
help the project meet the environmental standards.
So, I think that's -- that's where that statement
is derived from.

JULIE TRACZYK: Okay. Thank you. I asked about
studies on wildlife, including larger mammals that

are prevalent in the area. Your studies focus
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primarily on protected species and sensitive
habitats. Correct?

THE VICE CHAIR: This information has already been gone
over in previous testimony today.

JULIE TRACZYK: Okay. So, you've not -- okay. 1I'll
move on.

The potential impacts. Okay. I asked you to
identify agricultural land use. I asked you to
identify all sources of information and research
used by GPS to assess the environmental impact of
a solar array in relation to returning the land to
farming use after 35 to 40 years. And I asked you
to include academic studies, et cetera.

You stated in your environmental impact
assessment that the land under the proposed solar
array could be returned to farming use after 35 to
40 years, citing USDA conservation programs and
other sources. 1Isn't it correct that the USDA
programs you referenced are designed for
traditional farmland and landowners, and not
necessarily for large scale or solar arrays?

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): Mr. DeJoia, do you want to
address that one?
THE WITNESS (DeJoia): Yes. Aaron DedJoia.

So, when you're looking at a native grass
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JULIE TRACZYK: Can you give me a guesstimate, 1like,
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system, every -- most of the land in the Midwest,
most of the land that's being farmed in
Connecticut and the Northeast has at one time been
a native grass system. So -- and those had been
the -- in establishment for thousands of years,
maybe hundreds of thousands of years. And when
they tilled those up, the land became productive
for growing row-crop agriculture.

Under a solar farm, we're just taking a CRP
type of system that's been known to be very
advantageous for environmental and ecosystem
services and extending that 40 years, which gives
us an additional 30 -- 20 to 30 years of soil
health benefits of increasing that soil organic
carbon over the time of that.

There is no difference whether you till that
up in terms of farming after 10 years, after 20
years, 30 years, 50 years, 100 years, a thousand
years. It still goes through the exact same

process.

long-term studies that have been conducted?

studies that have been conducted on CRP.
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how many years the studies have been?

THE WITNESS (DeJoia): Does -- I -- like, what do you
mean? Studies, in terms of how many studies are
out there? Or how many years --

JULIE TRACZYK: Well, because you're saying that in 35
to 40 years that the farmland can be reverted
back.

THE WITNESS (DeJoia): Correct.

JULIE TRACZYK: You know, that the arrays can be
reverted back to farmland. Have there been
studies that are 20 years old, 30 years old that
specifically state this?

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): So, the project stated that the
properties could be returned to farming after the
useful life of the solar product. The properties
could be returned to farming five years after the
start of the solar project if -- if we wanted to.
Right?

What Mr. DeJoia is explaining is the things
we are going to do, the plantings that we are
going to make -- and we could plant other types of
grass that wouldn't have the same benefits -- will
have benefits to the soil during that time. And
there is a significant body of literature,

peer-reviewed literature that documents the
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efficacy of planting those types of graminoids on
these types of properties to restoring the
agricultural viabilities.

JULIE TRACZYK: So, it's kind of speculative --

THE VICE CHAIR: Ms. Traczyk, we're repeating
ourselves. The questions have been asked. And
Mr. DeJoia's testimony is what his testimony is,
and it stands. So, move on.

JULIE TRACZYK: Okay. Then I am done. And I want to
thank the Council, and I want to thank Gravel Pit
Solar for your time. I appreciate 1it.

THE VICE CHAIR: Thank you very much for coming out
this evening.

Okay. We will continue with
cross-examination of the certificate holder by the
Amanda Berube group. Amanda Berube, please.

CRAIG PHILLIPS: Hi. Actually, this is Craig Phillips
and Stephanie Phillips. Amanda couldn't make it.
So, we are filling in for her. We live in --

THE VICE CHAIR: Hold the phone. Hold on.

Attorney Bachman, is Ms. Phillips part of the
intervener or party list?

ATTORNEY BACHMAN: Indeed, she is, vice Chair
Morissette. She is part of the Berube group.

THE VICE CHAIR: Very good. Okay. Please continue,
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and sorry for the delay.

CRAIG PHILLIPS: Yeah, we're residents. We just have a

few questions.

THE VICE CHAIR: Please continue.

CRAIG PHILLIPS: Okay. I just want to say that we're

located at 305 East Road in Broad Brook. So, we
live just over a hundred feet from the NextEra
solar development on the intersection of Middle
Road and East Road. So, we're quite familiar with
these installations firsthand, but our questions
first are on conservation and land preservation.

In phase one, no agricultural easement was
established. With this extension, will Gravel Pit
Solar commit to establishing a permanent
agricultural easement on parcels near Jessie Lane
and other residential areas that have arrays

already near them?

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): So, Gravel Pit Solar is only

able to commit to agricultural easements on
properties that we would own. I think the
property you're referring to is not a property
that we would own.

I'm also not sure if that property is part of
this project. It doesn't seem to be part of this

project.
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CRAIG PHILLIPS: No, but we were wondering if it would
be made as part of this project. Would you commit
to establishing a permanent agricultural easement
on parcels near Jessie Lane?

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): I don't have the real estate
rights to do something like that on that property.

THE WITNESS (Gravel): I can add one thing. Part of
the tax stabilization agreement proposal letter
sent to the Town of East Windsor included some
payment towards conservation funds. You know,
that that's -- maybe that's something that can
help with what you're seeking.

A VOICE: (Unintelligible.)

CRAIG PHILLIPS: 1I'm sorry. I didn't hear that.

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): We just had somebody walk in
the room and ask a question, so.

We are -- we have proposed to provide some
funds to the Town of East Windsor for the
potential acquisition. If the Town felt like this
was a good use of the funds, the acquisition of
those types of easements, they have not responded
to our proposal.

CRAIG PHILLIPS: They have not?

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): They have not.

CRAIG PHILLIPS: Okay. Maybe that answers my next
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question. Is Gravel Pit Solar willing to commit
any additional acreage to permanent agricultural
conservation beyond the 70 acres already proposed?

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): We would consider putting the
property that is called the Markowski property,
the small Markowski property that's part of the
expansion. We would consider a potential easement
in the future after the end of the useful life of
the solar project.

That is the only property that we would own
that would be suitable for that type of use as
part of the expansion. We would be open to
discussing that as part of the tax stabilization
community benefit package that we would propose to
the Town of East Windsor if and when we get to
that point.

THE WITNESS (Gravel): 1I'd like to just highlight
that's part of the -- the record as well, our
commitment to farming on land that we own in fee
associated with the Gravel Pit expansion project.

CRAIG PHILLIPS: Okay. On to questions regarding
habitat, wildlife and habitat. I know some of the
questions have already been asked and I just
wanted to confirm -- I think Nicole had asked

this. Did GPS perform any wildlife corridor or
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connectivity modeling for the fenced areas?

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): I believe we've addressed this,
like, a few times. Yeah, go ahead if you want to.

THE WITNESS (Gravel): So --

THE VICE CHAIR: The response is already part of the
record. So, let's move on.

Ms. Phillips, let's continue.

CRAIG PHILLIPS: How many wildlife passage points exist
under the fence and what species are they designed
for? Are there any passage points for larger
mammals?

THE VICE CHAIR: Again, I'm going to say asked and
answered. This information has been already
testified to as to what their abilities are to
perform studies with that regard.

CRAIG PHILLIPS: Yes. Hold on one second. I just lost
my place.

I guess a concern we had, and as a family we
witnessed the deer that -- the horrific picture of
the deer on the Thrall Road solar installation,
which is a stone's throw from our home, and it was
a horrific sight. And was just wondering if
there's any -- I mean, I hope not to see that ever
again, because I can only surmise that it was a

horrific death for the animal.
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So, are there not (unintelligible) --

ATTORNEY BOGAN: I apologize to Ms. Phillips, but this
is not a question.

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): Can I also make a point,
because this photo has been mentioned a number of
times? This photo was not at our project site or
on our fence. It was at a different project site.
I just would like that to be part of the record.

CRAIG PHILLIPS: Okay.

THE WITNESS (Gravel): 1I'll add one other thing, and I
think Ms. Paradise has brought it up. You know,
we're -- we're open to other fence types as long
as they meet code. That's just going back from
previous cross-examinations.

CRAIG PHILLIPS: Okay. Thank you.

We have some questions on noise. As I
mentioned, we live next to a solar installation
where there is obtrusive noise. 1It's an eyesore.

Did your acoustical study evaluate whether
the equipment produces tonal noise?

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): Our -- our noise evaluation is
in the docket and readily available. We used
different technology than, I believe, the project
you're referring to, a completely different

technology. So, please refer to our sound
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assessment that's part of our application.

THE WITNESS (Kinsella): This is Katie Kinsella from
VHB.

I'll also add that we responded to this
question in an interrogatory, and it's part of the
record.

CRAIG PHILLIPS: Okay. So, the part about -- did you
apply the five-decibel tonal penalty required
under DEEP regulations if there is tonal noise?
Was that a question that was already addressed?

ATTORNEY BOGAN: Mr. Morissette, I believe the prior
testimony on many instances is that the project
complies with all applicable state laws and
regulations, including the noise regulation.

THE VICE CHAIR: Yes, it does. But it's a good
question. Does the noise analysis conclude the
five-decibel tonal noise requirement?

I believe Mr. Brooks can answer that.

THE WITNESS (Kinsella): Yes, thank you,

Mr. Morissette. I was going to ask Tom Brooks to
opine here. I believe it does, and I do believe
we answered tonal noise in the five-decibel
discrepancy -- not discrepancy, but buffer for
tonal noise in our interrogatory response.

But Tom Brooks, can you please explain here?
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THE WITNESS (Brooks): Hi. This is Tom Brooks, VHB.
Yes, it does take into account the tonal
noise penalty.

THE VICE CHAIR: Very good. Thank you.

Ms. Phillips, please continue.

CRAIG PHILLIPS: Can tonal noise be noticeable even
when the overall decibel levels are below the DEEP
limit?

THE WITNESS (Brooks): Hi. This is Tom Brooks, VHB.

That's difficult to answer. All I can say is
that we're in compliance with all Connecticut
noise ordinance standards.

CRAIG PHILLIPS: Will GPS Solar commit to
post-construction tonal noise testing at the
nearest residences?

THE WITNESS (Gravel): Yeah, we'll comply with any
mandated requirements from the Siting Council. As
stated before, if there's something that's -- an
abutter has a concern with, whether it be glare or
noise, we ask that they reach out to us so we can
investigate. That, that's my response.

CRAIG PHILLIPS: Yeah. And you know, just the reason,
you know, a little bit of backstory. We're both
focusing on this as living next to the solar

installation where the developers have been very
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slow to respond and to come up with mitigation
efforts that are actually useful.

THE VICE CHAIR: Thank you. Thank you, Ms. Phillips
for that information, but please stick to the
questions on this particular facility. Thank you.

CRAIG PHILLIPS: Okay. Sorry.

What monitoring will be done once the site is
operating and how can residents report what we're
hearing if it doesn't match your model?

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): If there are complaints or
concerns, please direct them through our website.
We would be happy to discuss them with you and
evaluate potential ways to address your concerns.

CRAIG PHILLIPS: Would there be a potential turnaround
time?

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): We endeavor to do that as
quickly as possible, usually within the week.

CRAIG PHILLIPS: Okay. I'm just going to go on to
emergency management and fire risk. We
experienced a fire at the array across the street
from us. Hold on one second.

And the fire spread very quickly and it was
extremely frightening to all the families here
because the wind was blowing fiercely towards the

houses. There was no on-site fire prevention.
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Was there fire suppression on the tractor
that started the fire? 1If there was not fire
suppression, why not?

THE WITNESS (Gravel): Okay. So --

CRAIG PHILLIPS: At your location --

THE WITNESS (Gravel): Are you referring to the fire at
the other project? I'm kind of confused about if
that's what --

CRAIG PHILLIPS: No, understand -- sorry. Our
understanding was that there was a fire at your
installation. It was something to do with a
tractor or something like that?

THE WITNESS (Gravel): That's right. I just want to
make sure there wasn't any conflation from where I
think you live across from the other facility. I
understand your question.

To respond to that, the tractor was outfitted
with a fire extinguisher, as all of our equipment
for mowing is. By the time the gentleman mowing
understood there was a fire, he realized it was
maybe too much and too large for him to handle.
So, he immediately called the fire department who
responded in less than three minutes to extinguish
that fire.

So, the safety protocols were followed. The
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fire department was there rapidly. The mowing
contractor met the fire department at the gate,
the closest gate, where they would bring them to
the site. And those are part of our safety
procedures.

CRAIG PHILLIPS: Okay. Let me see. Hold on one
second. I just lost my spot.

Okay. Bear with me a minute. You've
answered a lot of our questions, so we're trying
to move past those.

Okay. Transparency and accountability. Many
of Gravel Pit Solar's responses point to other
interrogatories instead of answering directly.

Can you explain why that approach was taken
for -- it makes it difficult for me to follow the
answers?

THE WITNESS (Gravel): I can give you some anecdote
here that a lot of the same questions were being
asked. So, instead of copy and pasting, we
thought it was best to keep the record tight and
that we were responding to these in the same
response. We'd just refer -- for the same
question or similar, we refer back to a
substantial answer.

CRAIG PHILLIPS: Okay. What binding commitment is
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Gravel Pit Solar willing to make today to address
community concerns beyond what is already in the
application?

ATTORNEY BOGAN: I'm going to object because the
question is vague when you refer to community
concerns.

THE VICE CHAIR: Sustained.

CRAIG PHILLIPS: Just give me a second.

I think several people have addressed, not
just in this hearing today, but in prior hearings
the cumulative impact in what's being taken into
account when GPS is looking at cumulative impacts
and what us residents are looking at. And there
seems to be, I think, a greater interest in the
greater cumulative effect of what the residents
would like to see taken into account.

For example --

THE VICE CHAIR: Ms. Phillips --

CRAIG PHILLIPS: -- why are you not --

THE VICE CHAIR: Ms. Phillips, the Applicant has
addressed that several times this afternoon from
questions from other parties and the interveners.
So, I don't think they're going to go much beyond
what they've already said.

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): We would be happy to discuss
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these points with you further offline after the

proceedings with the Siting Council are done.

CRAIG PHILLIPS: Okay. Just one last question. With

Mr. William's sign, not being a voting
councilmember -- and the Department of Agriculture
I think you may have said did not respond to a
request from you, but we do have a written
testimony from a former head of the Department of
Agriculture, doesn't it seem reasonable to receive
that information from the Department of
Agriculture that is currently in place and to
insist on waiting for his response before moving

forward?

ATTORNEY BOGAN: Mr. Morissette, I'm going to object.

I mean, the record speaks for itself and the
Council can base its determination on what's

included in the evidentiary record.

THE VICE CHAIR: The objection is sustained. And I

agree the record is quite comprehensive in this
matter. This is our third hearing date and we'll
most likely go to a fourth. So, the information
on the record is comprehensive and the Council
will review it in its entirety.

So, Ms. Phillips, please continue.

CRAIG PHILLIPS: I'm all set. Thank you.

Sanders, Gale & Russell | A Plus Reporting
Veritext Companies www.veritext.com




© 00 Jd4 o U1 dx W N BB

N N N N NN KB B B B B R B R B R
OO B W N B O VW ©® 4 o0 L & W N KB O

Page 139

THE VICE CHAIR: Okay. Thank you very much. Have a
good evening.

We'll now continue with cross-examination of
the certificate holder by Douglas King.
Mr. King?

DOUGLAS KING: Can you hear me?

THE VICE CHAIR: Yes, we can, thank you.

DOUGLAS KING: Good. Thank you very much.

I speak in support of the project like I
spoke in support of the previous project. I am a
direct abutter. I live within -- I don't know --
less than a couple hundred feet of the inverter
and they are not noisy. I think it's less
intrusive than the farm that was there prior for
50 years.

THE VICE CHAIR: Thank you, Mr. King, but please
refrain from -- in fairness to everybody, please
refrain from testifying this evening and continue
to ask questions or proceed to ask questions.

DOUGLAS KING: Okay. Of the -- now, can I only ask of
the Applicant? Or can I ask of the other parties
involved?

THE VICE CHAIR: Just the Applicant at this time.

DOUGLAS KING: All right. Then I don't have anything

to ask the Applicant. They've been very
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forthright and open with us.

THE VICE CHAIR: Very good. Thank you.

Okay. We will continue with
cross-examination of the certificate holder on the
new exhibits by the Council starting with
Mr. Perrone.

Mr. Perrone, good evening.

MR. PERRONE: Good evening. Thank you, Mr. Vice Chair.

Referencing the Docket 492 record, the Town's
limited appearance statements, has the solar
facility resolved the nuisance issue associated
with ATVs at the site?

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): We believe we have. We've
removed the majority of the properties that were
the focus of ATV nuisance from -- they're not
accessible anymore. So, we believe we have done
that.

We've also put up gates in some strategic
locations to minimize and prevent ATV activity.

Of course, we can't eliminate all of it, but on
the properties we have control over we have
fenced. We have eliminated a significant amount
of ATV nuisance in the area, yes.

MR. PERRONE: Has the existing solar facility, the 492

one, imposed any burdens on municipal services?
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THE WITNESS (Svedlow): Not that I'm aware of. We have
been a quiet taxpayer for the last year or so as
an operational facility. I think there was, you
know, a talk with the fire. I think that's the
only use of municipal services.

THE WITNESS (Gravel): Yeah. I think one thing just to
back up, you know, with working with the Town, we
sent a development impact payment to help justify
any costs the Town may have for their involvement,
whether it be just understanding the site or
getting trained at the site, the fire departments.

But to Aaron's question, I think we talked
about it, the brush fire that occurred back in
September. You know, that's the only occurrence
that was not planned that may have required
services from the Town.

MR. PERRONE: Has the existing facility provided any
benefits to the Town?

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): Yes, the existing facility is
providing tremendous benefits to the Town in the
form of economic impact agreement and payment
schedule, as well as significant tax payments
under the tax stabilization agreement, as well as
a six-figure building permit fee.

MR. PERRONE: Moving on to the --
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THE WITNESS (Svedlow): In addition -- sorry.

MR. PERRONE: I'm sorry. Go ahead.

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): I just wanted to add the -- the
jobs that were provided during the construction
and operation period were community benefits as
well.

MR. PERRONE: Moving on to the RFP topic, according to
the October 9th hearing transcript at page 41, the
bids were due on October 10th. And the November
18th transcript mentioned that the RFP results had
not been released yet. What is the current status
of GPS's participation in the RFP?

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): Yeah, the results of the RFP
were issued a little -- a week or so ago. The
Gravel Pit expansion was not -- unfortunately, it
was not selected as part of that Connecticut RFP.
We intend to participate in other upcoming
Connecticut DEEP RFPs and other regional RFPs.

We are also in bilateral negotiations with a
few different counterparties for potential power
purchase agreements for Gravel Pit expansion.

MR. PERRONE: Do you know which RFP you would be
participating in next?

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): There's -- I'm going to forget

the exact term, but there's another Connecticut
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one. We expect to participate in the next
Massachusetts one and the next Rhode Island one as
well.

MR. PERRONE: Okay. In the October 9th transcript,
page 58, referencing that, what is the current
status of the large generation interconnection
agreement?

THE WITNESS (Gravel): 1I'll take that. Yeah, we've
been working with ISO New England. We should have
an executed LGIA in the next couple of weeks.
It's taken a little while as the ISO New England
went into a transition -- transition cluster
study, which kind of, I think, resulted in some
delays on getting it back from them.

MR. PERRONE: And is it correct to say that it falls
under a large generator because it's greater than
20 megawatts?

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): That's accurate.

MR. PERRONE: Referencing the response to council
interrogatory 68, if the expanded facility is
approved, would GPS develop a final traffic
management plan in consultation with the Town?

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): Absolutely, yes.

MR. PERRONE: And referencing the response to council

interrogatory 77 and the Paradise interrogatory 75
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and 98, there was discussion regarding bonds.
Based on the records of the Council in
Dockets 522, 524, 525 and 526, neither the Council
nor DOAG hold (unintelligible) for solar
facilities. What other financial or non-financial

mechanisms are feasible or effective?

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): I'm sorry, Mr. Perrone. A

siren went by when you were speaking. Could you
repeat the second part of your question?
My apologies.

PERRONE: We have in the record via an admin notice
that neither the Council nor DOAG hold or enforce
bonds for solar facilities. So, alternatively,
what financial or non-financial mechanisms would

be feasible and/or effective in lieu of bonds?

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): So, we would prefer a bond. 1If

a bond is not feasible, a parent guarantee is
something that is often acceptable. 1In lieu of a
parent guarantee, a letter of credit would also be
acceptable, although letter -- letters of credit
are -- are quite expensive for us to maintain,
which is why we prefer other security mechanisms.

But any of those would be acceptable, as
would cash, obviously.

PERRONE: Moving on to fence design, on site plan

Sanders, Gale & Russell | A Plus Reporting
Veritext Companies www.veritext.com



© 00 Jd o U0 b~ W DN B

N N N N NN KRB RBR R B R B R B R R
O B W N B O VW ® 4 o0 U & W N K O

Page 145

C-6, the chain-link fence has a two-inch mesh.
What is the mesh size of the agricultural fence?

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): We're looking at that now.

THE WITNESS (Gravel): John Gravel from Gravel Pit.
They -- they tend to vary sometimes, but I

think generally you would be looking at a

four-inch gap -- sorry, not gap, but spacing
between the -- the fence verticals and horizontal
lines.

MR. PERRONE: Okay. And I see the chain-link side by
side with the agricultural fence. Which areas
would you use chain-link versus the agricultural
fence?

THE WITNESS (Gravel): Generally, I think based on
Gravel Fit, the original project, 492, we went
with agricultural fence, deer fence, along the
majority of the project.

I think some of the testimony -- sorry, the
questioning we received today, we can consider
other fences based on mortality of the deer
elsewhere, but right now I think we're looking at
using the agricultural fence throughout the
project.

MR. PERRONE: Okay. And what height? That would be at
eight feet?
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THE WITNESS (Gravel): Depends on what's available. It
could be eight to -- seven, eight feet to meet our
national electric code.

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): I think as proposed, it's --
it's eight around the solar field.

MR. PERRONE: How does seven or eight feet compare in
terms of reducing risk of large animal entrapment,
such as deer?

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): It's our understanding that the
deer are able to jump over that. Our wildlife
expert can speak to that, though. Mr. Trowbridge?

THE WITNESS (Trowbridge): Brett Trowbridge, VHB.

From personal experience, I -- I don't think,
we -- we certainly haven't done analyses on these.
My personal experience, deer are capable of
leaping that, that height. Certainly, not all
age -- age groups, but mature animals.

And oftentimes in agricultural settings,
they'll put in fences that are far in excess, up
to 18 feet, to -- to prevent the deer coming into
the -- the agricultural setting.

MR. PERRONE: And lastly, on the fence topic, sheet
C-3.1, there's a section where the fence, it
extends more towards the southeast. And my

question is, on sheet C-3.1, could the
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southeastern fence be brought in closer to the
access drive to open up more wildlife movement to
the south?

THE WITNESS (Gravel): This is John Gravel, from Gravel
Pit.

The reason why that fence is there is based
on consultation with our herpetologists, the
turtle specialists. Due to the ATV activity that
occurred on the Norton property, we found it best
to encapsulate that area to preclude ATVs from
disturbing the nesting locations and other
habitats that were discovered in that terrace.

So that, that fence that's located there is
by design to prevent intrusion from ATVs.

THE WITNESS (Trowbridge): This is Brett Trowbridge
from VHB.

This circles back to one of your initial
questions regarding securing ATV activity on the
original project. While that was -- that fence
area that you just mentioned was conceived to
benefit turtles, it has larger benefits in terms
of wetlands protection and just general site
control. That -- that's it.

MR. PERRONE: Referencing the responses to East Windsor

Residents for Responsible Solar interrogatories 30
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through 33, there was discussion about upgrading
or repowering the existing facility. Would
upgrading the existing facility with higher
wattage panels, would that conflict with your
current commitments under your existing power
purchase agreements?

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): That, that's candidly a legal
question under the power purchase agreements. I'm
not -- I'm not sure that we would be allowed to do
that, but I don't know for certain.

MR. PERRONE: Referencing the motion to reopen, page
21, the proposed solar panels would have low
reflectance. How would that affect glare?

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): That would reduce glare. The
panels are meant to absorb light, not reflect it.
Glint/glare analyses done with similar panels for
aviation purposes have indicated that they present
a little glint/glare hazard, minimal glint/glare
hazard.

MR. PERRONE: I have a couple of visibility questions.
How would the proposed facility expansion affect
visibility from the 60 Wapping Road property?

THE WITNESS (Gravel): Give us a moment, please.

Actually, can you repeat the question just so

we know fully to answer?
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MR. PERRONE: Sure. How would the proposed facility

expansion affect visibility from the 60 Wapping

Road property?

THE WITNESS (Perkins): John, I'm happy to address

that. This is Gordon Perkins -- if you'd like?

THE WITNESS (Gravel): Then to you, Gordon.

THE WITNESS (Perkins): Yeah. So there, there is --

the property at 60 Wapping Road under the expanded
project does retain a vegetative buffer between
the project fence and the residence. That buffer
is probably in the neighborhood of about 60 to 90
feet.

Based -- based on my experience, as long as,
you know, the canopy supports understory material
in that area, it should sufficiently screen the
project from there, but I believe the project has
also committed to review that area after the --
after the project is constructed to determine
whether or not the remaining buffer is sufficient

to screen the facility from that residence.

MR. PERRONE: And there would be a possibility of

additional screening if the project was approved?

THE WITNESS (Gravel): Yes.
MR. PERRONE: If requested?

THE WITNESS (Gravel): John Gravel. That's correct.
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MR. PERRONE: And also on the 60 Wapping Road property,
would the tree-clearing increase or open up views
that serve the long-term public need standard of
the existing transmission lines from that
property?

THE WITNESS (Gravel): Gordon Perkins, do you mind
taking that?

THE WITNESS (Perkins): Sure, I can take that. I --1I
think it's extremely unlikely, given, you know,
the transmission right-of-way is about 400 feet
from that residence. And to the north of the
project, there's an additional buffer retention of
about 150 feet.

So, I think the combined remaining vegetative
cover within that area is sufficient to screen
that, that right-of-way.

MR. PERRONE: Okay. I have similar questions. 1I'll
give you the next property of 4 Barber Hill Road.
How would the proposed facility affect visibility
from 4 Barber Hill Road?

THE WITNESS (Gravel): One moment, please.

Gordon Perkins, if you have that information,
please hop in as we look it up.

THE WITNESS (Perkins): I -- this is Gordon Perkins.

Yes, I'm -- I'm looking up that exact
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property location right now, and I'm not seeing a
specific residence at 4 Barber Hill.

May I ask if that is -- if that's pertaining
to a specific residential property?

PERRONE: I believe that's the Riordan property.

WITNESS (Svedlow): Would that be -- sorry. A
clarifying question. Would that be 24 Barber
Hill, perhaps, Mr. Perrone?

PERRONE: One second here.

WITNESS (Gravel): Are you referring to the Riordan
property?

PERRONE: Yes. Twenty-four, I'm sorry. Yes, 24
Barber Hill Road.

WITNESS (Perkins): So, yeah. This is Gordon
Perkins again.

We did actually complete a simulation from
nearby that location from viewpoint 43. And the
Applicant is -- Gravel Pit is proposing a fairly
robust mitigation design along Barber Hill Road
that actually extends west along those properties
that extend off of Barber Hill Road.

I think the combination of that mitigation,
which is a very robust mitigation plan, the
combination of that and the vegetation to remain

between 24 Barber Hill Road and the project site,
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those two together will provide sufficient
mitigation, if -- if not complete screening, then
at least significant softening and reduction of
visual impacts from those locations -- or from

that location. Sorry.

PERRONE: And then would GPS be amenable to

additional screening if it was requested?

WITNESS (Svedlow): Yes, GPS would be amenable to

additional screening within reason at all abutting

residences.

PERRONE: And lastly, on the 24 Barber Hill Road,

would the project open up views of the electric

transmission line corridor?

WITNESS (Gravel): John Gravel, Gravel Pit Solar.

We have no clearing proposed within the

vicinity of that transmission line. So, no.

PERRONE: And I'm moving on, moving on to response

to town interrogatories 38 and 39. This topic was
on jobs created.

For full-time jobs created for the approved
and expansion facilities, ones that are not, you
know, on-site work, what would the positions
involve? Would it be monitoring the facility

remotely?

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): Yeah. That's a good question.
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So, I can -- I can describe what the folks who
currently provide these services to us in
Connecticut do and will likely bring on additional
positions with the expansion.

There are two individuals that -- that both
live in Connecticut. They're at our project sites
daily in most cases throughout Connecticut. They
maintain the facility. They coordinate
maintenance. They are trained to respond to
issues associated with the inverters, to upkeep
the inverters, to evaluate the functions and
production of the facility. So, all the panels
and the inverters, the high-voltage side of
things, the SCADA, which is the -- essentially,
the telecom part of the system.

They are, you know, actively at our sites
every day -- if not every day, every week. And
then we have some additional folks who are remote
that monitor our facilities. Those are not a
full-time job addition, but contribute to
additional work. Often those are, if not in
Connecticut, in -- in the region as well. CS
Energy provides a lot of those services for us in

New England, the job.

THE WITNESS (Gravel): In addition to that, mowing
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contractors and other technicians that would be
brought in for, you know, monitoring and any sort
of maintenance that's needed.

THE WITNESS (Svedlow): Yeah, we -- we do a
disproportionate amount of maintenance on our
projects in Connecticut as compared to other parts
of the country because of the amount of vegetative
growth, but also because of our commitments on the
cultural side for the bonds.

MR. PERRONE: Regarding the proposed transformers, I
understand they use a biodegradable insulating
oil. Would you still need secondary containment?

THE WITNESS (Gravel): No, that's not proposed and not
required with that oil use in the amount that's
stored in those transformers.

MR. PERRONE: And moving on to stormwater, would any
change be needed to the stormwater design to meet
the most current DEEP general permit requirements?

THE WITNESS (Kochis): This is Steve Kochis at VHB.

Being -- being candid, the general permit
just came out a couple days ago. I've got to make
it through to see what the new permit changes are,
and there wasn't a fact sheet given of the changes
that's publicly available yet. However, I think

the anticipation is that the design -- well,
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the -- the regulations contained for stormwater
within the permit will not be changing when it's
updated.

MR. PERRONE: And my last question is related to noise.
The Petition 1463A facility received its D and M
plan approval on June 13th. My question is, would
the construction of that materially affect your
acoustical study?

To give you some context, it would be just
south of monitoring location ten.

THE WITNESS (Gravel): John Gravel from Gravel Pit.

You know, we're aware of the proposed facility.

We did not analyze the locations of those
inverters as part of the theoretical. You know,
that being said there, there may be, but it's hard
for us to determine if there is a compounding
effect.

I don't know if there's any clarification
that Tom from VHB would like to make.

THE WITNESS (Brooks): This is Tom Brooks, VHB.

No, nothing else to add. It -- it's
impossible to determine whether that would
increase noise from the expansion project.

MR. PERRONE: Thank you. That's all I have.

THE VICE CHAIR: Thank you, Mr. Perrone. And thank
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you, everyone, for hanging in there. We went a
little long this evening, but that concludes our
hearing for this afternoon.

So, the Council announces that it will
continue the evidentiary session of this public
hearing on January 27, 2026, at 2 p.m. via Zoom
remote conferencing. A copy of the agenda for the
continued evidentiary hearing will be available on
the Council's website along with the record of
this matter, the public hearing notice,
instructions for public access to the evidentiary
hearing session, and the Council's citizen's guide
to the Siting Council's procedures.

Please note that anyone who has not become a
party or intervener, but who desires to have his
or her views known to the Council may file written
statements with the Council until the comment
period closes.

Copies of the transcript of this hearing will
be filed with the East Windsor Town Clerk's
office.

I hereby declare this hearing adjourned and
thank you, everyone, for your participation.

And have a good evening. Good night.

(End: 5:44 p.m.)
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CERTIFICATE

I hereby certify that the foregoing 156 pages
are a complete and accurate computer-aided
transcription of my original verbatim notes taken
of the remote teleconference meeting of The
Connecticut Siting Council CONTINUED EVIDENTIARY
HEARING In Re: DOCKET NO. 492A, GRAVEL PIT SOLAR
CERTIFICATE OF ENVIRONMENTAL COMPATIBILITY AND
PUBLIC NEED FOR THE CONSTRUCTION, MAINTENANCE, AND
OPERATION OF A 120-MEGAWATT-AC SOLAR PHOTOVOLTAIC
ELECTRIC-GENERATING FACILITY ON EIGHT PARCELS
GENERALLY LOCATED TO THE EAST AND WEST OF THE
AMTRAK AND CONNECTICUT RAIL LINE, SOUTH OF
APOTHECARIES HALL ROAD AND NORTH OF THE SOUTH
WINDSOR TOWN BOUNDARY IN EAST WINDSOR,
CONNECTICUT, AND ASSOCIATED ELECTRICAL
INTERCONNECTION, which was held before JOHN
MORISSETTE, THE VICE CHAIR, on January 6, 2026.

—

)

U~ A
Robert G. Dixon, CVR-M 857
Notary Public

My Commission Expires: 6/30/2030
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Jonathan Gravel
Aaron Svedlow
Adam Henry
Gordon Perkins
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By Nicole Paradise (cont'd)

By Julia Riordan -----------
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