George Gilson October 5th, 2025
Judith Gilson

57 Wapping Road

Broad Brook, CT 06016

Docket No. 492A Gravel Pit Solar Expansion
To Whom It May Concern,

We, George Gilson and Judith Gilson, do not support the expansion of Gravel Pit Solar Il
going forward. Gilson Farm, our family’s farm for over 100 years, has grown numerous
agricultural crops that have provided for the community and neighboring towns. The present
pick your own blueberry operation provides our town with a safe and enjoyable activity to get
people out in nature and support the local farming economy. If Gravel Pit Solar Il is built, this will
directly harm the local family farms who rely on folks who want to get an authentic farm
experience when doing pick your own produce and farmstands. Folks may not visit the farms if
they are in between solar fields and could be easily missed when driving by.

The solar panel expansion is related to the neglect and lack of support of family farming.
Protecting farmland has taken a backseat to the rapid expansion of new forms of electric
generation. Farmland is incredibly important for the present generations of people and wildlife,
but even more important for future generations to come. Farming protects the rural quality of our
town and and embodies the American spirit of hard work and dedication. It connects us to the
land and the food we are consuming.

In light of the federal government slashing funding on solar power, there is concern that
these solar fields will be left abandoned and wasting away quality farmland and greenspace.
Our town carries over 23% of all solar in state, so expanding on projects that will potentially be
discarded is extremely unsettling. Farmland is precious and turning it into something that could
potentially be a deserted project will harm our local economy, quality of life of our community
members, and the environment at large.

Even if the land is returned to farming 30-40 years from now, it will not be the same
quality as it was before. It is unlikely that it will be able to re-establish healthy soil after being
stripped of nutrients and allowing weeds and grasses to root. There could also be a large
chance of pollution from panel leaching, which could taint the water supply and lead to adverse
health outcomes of community members. Additionally, the use of goats and sheep will not bring
back full nutrients and will not completely prevent weeds rooting deep. It also puts the goats and
sheep at great risk of predators.

There are many unknowns on this project that do not outweigh what is known. We know
that farming is a key cornerstone to our community, growing our own produce stimulates the
economy and visitors to our town, and that farmland is extremely important now more than ever.

Sincerely,
George and Judith Gilson
Gilson Farm



