
 

STATE OF CONNECTICUT  
CONNECTICUT SITING COUNCIL  

Ten Franklin Square, New Britain, CT  06051 

Phone: (860) 827-2935  Fax: (860) 827-2950 

E-Mail: siting.council@ct.gov 

Web Site: portal.ct.gov/csc 

 VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL 
 

October 24, 2025 

 

Nicole Paradise 

26 Niederwerfer Road 

Broad Brook, CT  06016 

nicoleparadise58@gmail.com 
 

RE: Freedom of Information Act Request, dated October 21, 2025 
 

Dear Nicole Paradise: 

 

The Connecticut Siting Council (Council) is in receipt of your correspondence dated October 21, 

2025, requesting production of copies of any and all records concerning Council Member Bill 

Syme’s participation, recusal, or disqualification in connection with the Council’s contested case 

proceeding for Docket No. 492A, in which you were granted Intervenor status by the Council on 

September 4, 2025. 

 

The Council appreciates and acknowledges that on October 15, 2025, you respectfully inquired of 

the Certificate Holder if it would submit a joint request for clarification to the Council or if there 

were any objections to the submission of a request for clarification from the Council on the status 

of Council Member Bill Syme’s participation in the Docket No. 492A proceeding. 

 

Please be advised that Council members are subject to the Code of Ethics provisions under 

Connecticut General Statutes §1-79, et seq., which prohibit any public official from having an 

interest in or engaging in activities that may conflict with the proper discharge of the public 

official’s duties. This includes the “appearance of impropriety” created by a public official’s 

participation in an agency proceeding in which the public official has a personal interest in the 

outcome of the proceeding. An “appearance of impropriety” is sufficient to require disqualification 

from participation in a proceeding. The question is not whether a personal interest does conflict but 

whether it reasonably might conflict. 

 

Based on the existence of a reasonable conflict and Council precedent, on September 23, 2025, the 

Council issued a memorandum to the Docket No. 492A service list related to Council Member Bill 

Syme’s participation in the proceeding. The memorandum requested the submission of any 

concerns regarding his full participation in the matter given the “appearance of impropriety” created 

by his residence in the Town of East Windsor where the proposed solar facility expansion is located.  

 

On September 30, 2025, the Certificate Holder responded to the Council’s memorandum objecting 

to Council Member Bill Syme’s participation because he resides in the Town of East Windsor and 

he is a member of the Town Board of Finance. The Certificate Holder was not willing to waive the 

existence of a reasonable conflict created by the participation of Bill Syme in the Docket No. 492A 

proceeding that was identified by the Council in its memorandum. Had no objections been 

submitted, any subsequent claims by any party or intervenor to the proceeding of a conflict of 

interest created by the “appearance of impropriety” of Council Member Bill Syme’s participation 

would have been waived by all parties and intervenors to the proceeding. 
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Disclosure of communications privileged by the attorney-client relationship is not required under 

the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA).1 Any documents associated with Council Member 

William Syme’s participation, recusal, or disqualification in connection with the Council’s 

contested case proceeding for Docket No. 492A privileged by the attorney-client relationship, 

including, but not limited to, communications with the Attorney General’s Office pursuant to Conn. 

Gen. Stat. §16-50n(d), will not be produced. 

 

Please also be advised that the Council received two earlier FOIA requests associated with Docket 

Nos. 516 and 516R on September 11, 2025 and October 20, 2025, respectively. The Council also 

received an additional FOIA request associated with Docket No. 492A on October 21, 2025. 

 

The Council will review and determine what records, if any, in the Council’s possession fall within 

the parameters of your request.  

 

We thank you for your patience as we gather the existing documents within the Council’s 

possession, if any, that satisfy the parameters of your request in accordance with the provisions of 

FOIA and other applicable statutes. 

  

Sincerely, 

 
Melanie A. Bachman 

Executive Director 

 

MAB/laf 

 

c: Service List, dated October 2, 2025 

  

 
1 Conn. Gen. Stat. §1-210(b)(10) (2025). 



 
From: Nicole Paradise <nicoleparadise58@gmail.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, October 21, 2025 12:38 PM 
To: CSC-DL Siting Council <Siting.Council@ct.gov>; Bachman, Melanie 
<Melanie.Bachman@ct.gov> 
Cc: Jaime Rep. Foster <Jaime.Foster@cga.ct.gov>; Saud Sen. Anwar <saud.anwar@cga.ct.gov>; 
Jason Bowsza <jbowsza@eastwindsor-ct.gov>; Jason Bowsza <jbowsza@eastwindsorct.com>; 
jlanger@uks.com 
Subject: Re: Freedom of Information Act Request Re: Follow-Up on Objection to William Syme’s 
Participation – Docket 492A 
 
EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click any links 
or open any attachments unless you trust the sender and know the content is safe. 
Hello Attorney Bachman, 
 
I hope all is well.  
 
Please see FOIA request below and let me know if you need anything else from me. 
 
Thanks, 
Nicole Paradise 
Intervenor Docket Number 492a Gravel Pit Solar Expansion  
 
On Wed, Oct 15, 2025 at 1:35 PM Nicole Paradise <nicoleparadise58@gmail.com> wrote: 
Thank you Attorney Bogan.  
 
Please see below.  
 
Freedom of Information Act Request 
October 15, 2025 
Melanie Bachman, Executive Director 
Connecticut Siting Council 
10 Franklin Square, New Britain, CT 06051 
Email: melanie.bachman@ct.gov; siting.council@ct.gov 
Re: FOIA Request – Records Relating to Council Member William Syme’s Participation in Docket 
No. 
492A 
Dear Attorney Bachman: 
Pursuant to the Connecticut Freedom of Information Act (Conn. Gen. Stat. §§ 1-200 et seq.), I 
respectfully request access to and/or copies of any and all records in the possession or control 
of the Connecticut Siting Council concerning Council Member William Syme’s participation, 
recusal, or disqualification in connection with Docket No. 492A (Gravel Pit Solar Expansion), 
including but not limited to: 
1. Any internal or external communications (emails, letters, memoranda, or meeting notes) 
referencing Mr. Syme’s eligibility, participation, recusal, or conflict of interest; 
2. Any formal or informal decisions, rulings, or directives issued by the Council or its staff 
concerning Mr. Syme’s status in Docket 492A; 
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3. Any records of correspondence between the Council, the Office of State Ethics, or any party 
to the proceeding (including Day Pitney LLP or Gravel Pit Solar) on this issue. 
Please provide these records electronically via email (PDF or native format). Under the FOIA 
statute, the agency is required to respond within four (4) business days of receipt of this 
request. If any portion of the requested materials is exempt from disclosure, please provide the 
non-exempt portions and identify the specific statutory exemption relied upon for any withheld 
materials. 
Thank you for your attention to this matter. 
Sincerely, 
Nicole Paradise 
Intervenor – Docket No. 492A 
Broad Brook, CT 06016 
nicoleparadise58@gmail.com | 860-992-7234 
 
 
On Wed, Oct 15, 2025 at 10:57 AM Bogan, David W. <dbogan@daypitney.com> wrote: 
Good Morning Ms. Paradise: 
  
Thank you for your note. 
  
No, my office has not received anything subsequent to our September 30 letter to the Council 
objecting to Mr. Syme’s participation in this proceeding. 
While Gravel Pit will not join in your request, you can represent that you informed me of your 
intent, and Gravel Pit has no objection to your desire to confirm that Mr. Syme has recused 
himself due to the fact that not only is he a resident of the Town, but also serves on the Town’s 
Board of Finance and the Town has intervened to oppose the Gravel Pit proposed expansion. 
  
Best Regards, 
David 
  
  
  

 

David W. Bogan  
Attorney at Law | Attorney Bio  
   
One Federal Street, 29th Floor  
Boston, MA 02110 

Goodwin Square 
225 Asylum Street 
Hartford, CT 06103  

   
E:  
D:  

dbogan@daypitney.com  
617.345.4629  |  D2: 860.275.0187  |  M: 203.641.5343  |  F: 617.326.3035  

   
  
From: Nicole Paradise <nicoleparadise58@gmail.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, October 14, 2025 11:00 AM 
To: Howard, Maureen B. <mbhoward@daypitney.com> 
Cc: Aileen.Kenney@desri.com; jon.gravel@desri.com; Bogan, David W. 
<dbogan@daypitney.com>; jlanger@uks.com; cdahl@snet.net; rchesky@snet.net; 
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juliasrior@gmail.com; Stolinas11@cox.net; stolinasplumbing@cox.net; 
mark@sheaselectrical.com; jules8684@aol.com; Donna-house@att.net; slthayer54@gmail.com; 
jatracy81@outlook.com; Amanda.kwri@gmail.com; Bosma, Joan N. <jbosma@daypitney.com>; 
Olsen, Colleen <colsen@daypitney.com>; Jason Bowsza <jbowsza@eastwindsor-ct.gov>; Jason 
Bowsza <jbowsza@eastwindsorct.com>; Jaime Rep. Foster <Jaime.Foster@cga.ct.gov>; Saud 
Sen. Anwar <saud.anwar@cga.ct.gov> 
Subject: Follow-Up on Objection to William Syme’s Participation – Docket 492A 
  
CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL 
DO NOT click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content 
is safe.  
  

 
Dear Attorney Bogan, 
  
I’m writing as an intervenor in Docket 492A regarding the Gravel Pit Solar Expansion. I saw your 
September 30, 2025 letter to Executive Director Melanie Bachman objecting to Council Member 
William Syme’s participation due to his residence in East Windsor and his position on the East 
Windsor Board of Finance. 
  
To date, Ms. Bachman has not issued any public response or clarification regarding this 
objection, and the Council has not stated whether Mr. Syme will recuse himself or continue 
participating. Several intervenors and town residents are concerned about the apparent conflict 
of interest and the absence of transparency on this matter. 
  
Could you please confirm whether Gravel Pit Solar received any reply or acknowledgment from 
the Siting Council? If not, would you support a joint request for formal clarification on Mr. 
Syme’s participation status before the hearing proceeds further? 
  
Thank you for your attention to this issue and for noting in your letter that parties may contact 
you. I’m copying all parties and intervenors for transparency. 
  
Sincerely, 
Nicole Paradise 
Intervenor – Docket 492A 
nicoleparadise58@gmail.com 
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