Melanie Bachman

Executive Director/State Attorney
Connecticut Siting Council

10 Franklin Square

New Britain, CT 06051

November 5, 2025

Re: Docket No. 492A — East Windsor Residents for Responsible Solar - Administrative
Notice

Dear Members of the Connecticut Siting Council,

On behalf of East Windsor Residents for Responsible Solar, we submit the attached list of
publications and guidance documents for administrative notice in Docket 492A. These are
not our own studies, and we do not claim to be technical experts. They are the work of
scientists, agencies, and institutions whose findings represent the best available evidence
on the ecological, agricultural, and community impacts of utility-scale solar.

By asking the Council to take administrative notice, we are making sure that this body has
access to those recognized authorities. We rely on the expertise of those institutions to
inform the record, while we bring forward the lived experience of our community, and we
ask that it be considered alongside the peer-reviewed research and agency guidance that
speak to the broader impacts.

These materials are directly relevant to the Council’s statutory duty to weigh cumulative
environmental effects, farmland loss, and community impact. We respectfully request that
they be entered into the record, so the Council has the full context needed to make a fair
and informed decision.

Respectfully submitted,

Christina Dahl Robin Chesky
East Windsor Residents for Responsible Solar
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Peer-Reviewed Scientific Literature

1. Hernandez, R.R., Hoffacker, M.K., & Field, C.B. (2025). All That Glitters — Review of Solar
Facility Impacts on Fauna. Renewable & Sustainable Energy Reviews, Vol. 196, Article
113456.

Available at: https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1364032125006689

2. Moscatelli, M.C., Marabottini, R., Massaccesi, L., & Marinari, S. (2022). Soil properties
changes after seven years of ground mounted photovoltaic panels in Central Italy coastal
area. Geoderma Regional, 29, e00500.

Available at: https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S2352009422000207
3. Lec’hvien, A., Bienvenu, L., Isselin-Nondedeu, F., Bischoff, A., Gros, R., & Schatz, B.
(2025). Effects of solar panels and management on pollinators and their interactions with
plants in Southern French solar parks. Biological Conservation, 307, 111209.

Available at: https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0006320725002460

4. Montag, H., Parker, G., & Clarkson, T. (2023). Existing evidence on the effects of
photovoltaic panels on biodiversity: A systematic map. Environmental Evidence, 12(1), 1-
20.

Available at:
https://environmentalevidencejournal.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s13750-023-
00318-x

5. Mclinturff, A., Xu, W., Wilkinson, C.E., Dejid, N., & Brashares, J.S. (2020). Fence Ecology:
Frameworks for Understanding the Ecological Effects of Fences. BioScience, 70(11), 971-
985.

Available at: https://academic.oup.com/bioscience/article/70/11/971/5905094

Federal and State Agency Guidance

6. U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service. (2023). Avoidance and Minimization Measures: Solar Energy.
Available at: https://www.fws.gov/story/avoidance-and-minimization-measures-solar-
energy

7. U.S. Geological Survey (USGS). (2023). USGS Research on the Effects of Renewable
Energy on Wildlife. Northern Rocky Mountain Science Center.

Available at: https://www.usgs.gov/centers/norock/science/usgs-research-effects-
renewable-energy-wildlife

8. Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection (DEEP). (2021).
Guidance for Agricultural Land Conversion and Solar Development.

Available at: https://portal.ct.gov/DEEP/Agriculture/Agrivoltaics-and-Solar-Siting

9. Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection (DEEP). (2025). Fire
Danger, Weather, and Reporting.

Available at: https://portal.ct.gov/deep/forestry/forest-fire/fire-danger-weather-and-
reporting

10. Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection (DEEP). (n.d.). Noise
Pollution Control.

Available at: https://portal.ct.gov/deep/air/planning/noise-control




11. U.S. Department of Agriculture, Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS). (n.d.).
Prime Farmland Criteria.

Available at: https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/farmland-protection-policy-
act

12. U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service. Northern Long-Eared Bat Survey Guidance. 2022 (updated
2024). Available at: https://www.fws.gov/midwest/endangered/mammals/nleb/

13. U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). (n.d.). End-of-Life Solar Panels:
Regulations and Management.

Available at: https://www.epa.gov/hw/end-life-solar-panels-regulations-and-management
14. Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection (DEEP). (n.d.).
Hazardous Waste Home — Solar Panel Disposal and Hazardous Waste Classification
Guidance.

Available at: https://portal.ct.gov/deep/waste-management-and-disposal/hazardous-
waste/hazardous-waste-home

15. Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection (DEEP). (2020).
Wildlife Habitat Connectivity and Impact Mitigation Guidance.

Available at: https://portal.ct.gov/deep/wildlife/landscape-connectivity/wildlife-habitat-
connectivity-guidance

16. U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). (2025). Assessing PFAS Usage and Its
Effects Within Solar Photovoltaic Modules.

Available at: https://twogreenleaves.org/renewable-energy/assessing-pfas-usage-in-solar-
photovoltaic-modules/

Expert-Led Synthesis and Best Practice

17. Renewable Energy Wildlife Institute (REWI). (2023). Solar Energy Interactions with
Wildlife and Their Habitats: Summary of Research Findings and Recommendations, and
Literature Cited Appendix.

Available at:
https://rewi.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/REWI-Solar-Energy-Wildlife-Interactions-
Summary-2023.pdf
https://rewi.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/Lit-Cited-REWI-Solar-Energy-Wildlife-
Interactions-Summary-2023.pdf

18. The Wildlife Trusts (UK). (2025). Impacts of Ground-Mounted Solar on Biodiversity:
Literature Review.

Available at: https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/sites/default/files/2025-
10/Impact_of_ground_mounted_solar_on_biodiversity_Literature_Review.pdf

Planning, Historic Preservation, and Safety Standards

19. Connecticut Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ). (2017). Energy Sprawl in
Connecticut: Why Farmland and Forests are Being Developed for Electricity Production.
Available at: https://farmlandinfo.org/wp-
content/uploads/sites/2/2019/09/Energy_Sprawl_in_Connecticut.pdf

20. Advisory Council on Historic Preservation (ACHP). (n.d.). Section 106 Regulations
Summary.




Available at: https://www.achp.gov/protecting-historic-properties/section-106-
process/introduction-section-106

21. National Fire Protection Association (NFPA). (n.d.). Energy Storage Systems and Solar
Safety.

Available at: https://www.nfpa.org/education-and-research/electrical/energy-storage-
systems

Hydrological Connectivity and Watershed Science

22. U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). (2015). Connectivity of Streams and
Wetlands to Downstream Waters: A Review and Synthesis of the Scientific Evidence. Office
of Research and Development, EPA/600/R-14/475F.

Available at: https://assessments.epa.gov/risk/document/&deid=296414



