
 

Docket No. 492A 
Gravel Pit Solar 

East Windsor, Connecticut 
 

Riordan Pre-Hearing Interrogatories 
September 25, 2025 

 
The Applicant, Gravel Pit Solar, LLC, Gravel Pit Solar II, LLC, Gravel Pit Solar III, LLC, Gravel Pit 
Solar IV, LLC, and Gravel Pit Solar V, LLC (together, “GPS” or the “Applicant”), hereby submits the 
following responses to the interrogatories that were provided to GPS by Julia Riordan, Thomas Riordan, 
and Sean Riordan (“Riordan”) on September 25, 2025. The Riordan interrogatories are provided in plain 
text and GPS’s responses are provided in italicized text.  

Noise & Community Disturbance 

Reference: Exhibit O – Acoustical Study (pp. 1–47); Exhibit H – Operations & Maintenance Plan 
(pp. 10–14) 

 
1. Has a noise study been completed for this project? If so, provide the full report from Exhibit O. If 

no study has been done, please state that clearly in your response. 
 

Yes, a noise study was completed for the Expansion. The acoustical analysis evaluated sound 
levels from inverters, transformers, and tracking system motors. Although the Expansion is 
proposed with fixed-tilt panels (which do not have motors), the study conservatively included 
them in the modeling. The study also assumed stricter noise standards than required using Class 
B (Commercial) emitter and Class A (Residential) receptor zones instead of Class C (Industrial). 
The full report was provided as Exhibit O in the Connecticut Siting Council (“Council”) filing, 
which is provided on the Council’s website for Docket 492A and can be accessed using the link 
below. 

 
Exhibit O - Gravel Pit Solar Expansion Project Acoustical Study 

 
2. Has a licensed acoustic engineer been retained to develop or review the noise plan in Exhibit O? 

Provide their credentials and any written findings. 
 

Yes, the acoustical study was conducted by sound engineers at VHB, a professional engineering 
and environmental consulting firm. Resumes are included as Exhibit A. 

 
3. What are the written procedures and response times for handling resident noise complaints? Provide 

the complaint response protocol from Exhibit H, or confirm if it does not exist. 
 

Exhibit H - Operations & Maintenance Plan is not intended to be used for noise complaints. It 
outlines that the O&M service provider will offer 24/7 remote monitoring and a live telephone 
support line for corrective action. There will be a single point of contact for system maintenance 
and repair issues. Project gates will also have a phone number which can be used to contract the 
site operational team. Contact information for project representatives are provided in the service 
list, and concerns may also be sent via our project website.  All complaints can be made to the 
Council. 

 
4. Are there penalties or fines if GPS fails to respond to noise complaints in a timely manner? Provide 

documentation. 
 

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/csc/1_dockets-medialibrary/media_do400-499/do492/motiontoreopen04_29_2025/certificateholderssubmissions/motion_expansionfiling/17-exhibit-o---acoustical-study.pdf?rev=f9cc41d0bf0647b4bcedb505d499aa94&hash=68D3053093077E8A64143E3EAE24C5FB


GPS will be subject to the conditions and penalties for noncompliance set forth in the Council’s 
Decision. 
 

Permits & Abutter Impacts 

Reference: Exhibit A – Expansion Narrative (pp. 1–30); Exhibit D – Abutters List and Notice (pp. 
1–12) 

 
5. If the project is approved, identify all permits required for construction and operation, and state 

which entity will hold each permit. 
 

If the Expansion is approved, the following permits and authorizations will be required: 
 

• Connecticut Siting Council Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need 
(“CPCN”): This is the primary approval required for the construction and operation of the 
solar facility. GPS will hold this permit.  

• Connecticut Department of Energy & Environmental Protection (“CT DEEP”) 
Stormwater Construction General Permit: Because the Expansion will disturb more than 
one acre of land, it must comply with the CT DEEP General Permit for the Discharge of 
Stormwater and Dewatering Wastewaters from Construction Activities. GPS will hold this 
permit. 

• Local Building Permit: Building permits will be required for the electrical and structural 
installation of the Project components. The Project contractor will hold this permit. 

• Local Road Cut Excavation Permit: This permit is required to cross any town public with 
collection lines. This permit will likely be required regardless of whether a portion of a road 
will be cut or bored under (no excavation) to install the collection lines.  

6. Describe in detail how abutters will be affected during construction and operation, including: noise, 
traffic, maintenance, proximity to property lines, panel positioning (including glare), and wildlife 
impacts. Provide any maps or studies from Exhibit C (Site Plans) that address these issues. 

 
The Expansion was sited and designed to minimize and avoid impacts to the environment and the 
community, as outlined below: 

 
• Sound: During construction, abutters may experience temporary noise from equipment and 

vehicle activity. Work hours are expected to be between 7AM and 5:00 PM. Once operational, 
the facility will produce minimal noise, primarily from inverters and transformers, which have 
been modeled and sited to comply with CT DEEP noise standards. In addition, all inverters 
are sited a minimum of 200 feet away from all property lines of abutters in compliance with 
CT DEEP’s new standards. 
 

• Traffic: Construction traffic will be directed by the selected EPC responsible for constructing 
the Expansion. We anticipate that the volume of traffic of construction vehicles will be low, 
and that proper work zone signage and measures (flaggers, police detail) will be employed on 



an as-needed basis. In addition, in response to a request from the Town of East Windsor, GPS 
has agreed to limit construction vehicle traffic on Rye Street. 

 
• Maintenance: Routine maintenance will follow the Operations & Maintenance Plan. This 

includes vegetation management, equipment inspections, and stormwater system upkeep. 
Maintenance activities will be scheduled to avoid unnecessary disturbance. 

 
• Proximity to Property Lines: Exhibit C - Site Plans show setbacks and fencing that define the 

Expansion’s boundaries. Please also refer to Exhibit D and G that were filed in response to 
the Council’s interrogatories. Exhibit D shows Distances to Perimeter Fencing and Exhibit G 
show distances to Inverters. 
 

• Panel Positioning and Glare: A glare analysis was not completed and is not required by 
Connecticut statutes. Panels are designed to absorb sunlight and the potential of glare will be 
minimal with panels pitched upward. The cumulative visual impact assessment provided as 
Exhibit L in the Council filing for Docket 492A includes simulations from nearby roads and 
properties. Existing vegetation and proposed vegetative buffers and fencing help reduce 
visibility from adjacent homes. 
 

• Wildlife Impacts: Wildlife impacts were assessed, and the results are provided in Exhibit I - 
Natural Diversity Database Findings and Conservation Measures Report. Mitigation 
measures include timing restrictions for tree clearing to protect nesting birds and bats, 
maintaining amphibian migration corridors, adhering to all recommended wetlands and 
waterways buffers, and avoiding disturbance to vernal pools and sensitive habitats. All of the 
setback associated with the wildlife assessments have been incorporated into the Expansion 
project limits are depicted on the Site Plans provided in Exhibit C of the Motion to Reopen 
and Revise Application.  

 

Soil Compaction & Stormwater Management 

Reference: Exhibit G – Soil Science Reports (pp. 1–25); Exhibit K – Stormwater Management 
Report (pp. 1–40) 

 
7. What techniques will GPS use during construction to minimize soil compaction from heavy 

equipment? Provide any soil management plan from Exhibit G. 
 

Please refer to Exhibit R – Agricultural Soil Protection Plan on the Council’s website and linked 
below. While the Agricultural Soil Protection Plan goes into more detail, below are some of the 
practices that will be implemented to protect soils: 

 
• Wherever possible, facility and temporary construction roads will use existing farm roads. 
• Where possible, new facility roads that cross farmland are laid out to be useful for future 

farming needs. 
• While the entire site will need to be accessed during this installation of solar infrastructure, 

routine travel patterns will avoid crossing farmland soils unless necessary with smaller 
equipment 

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/csc/1_dockets-medialibrary/media_do400-499/do492/motiontoreopen04_29_2025/certificateholderssubmissions/motion_expansionfiling/05-exhibit-c---site-plans.pdf?rev=f374eb6c57574f4088a74d710cf8eb7f&hash=E641EFB7BA2AFE275BF1DF77C93A88CE


• When practical, lower ground pressure tracked equipment, construction buggies, and  carts 
will be used to haul construction materials across fields. 

• Vibration can cause compaction to penetrate deeper into the soil profile; track mounted pile 
drivers will be used to disperse this force. 

• Construction equipment travel will be limited in agricultural fields when soils are visibly 
saturated following heavy precipitation events. 

• Perimeter roads or use existing roads around fields will be used to avoid crossing fields with 
heavy equipment such as dump trucks or concrete trucks. 

• Cover crops and deep-rooted perennial vegetation will be used to promote the development 
of soil structure and reduce compaction potential. 

• Soil amendments will be applied using the 4R’s of nutrient management (1. Right amount 2. 
Right source 3. Right placement 4. Right timing) to ensure that surface and ground water 
resources are protected from nutrient degradation. 

• When trenches need to be installed across farmland, the topsoil will be segregated from the 
subsoil and substrata. When the trench is backfilled care will be taken to replace the topsoil 
back at the top of the trench  

• Any topsoil displaced from the installation of inverter pads and roads will remain for future 
uses and not hauled off site.  

 
Exhibit R - Agricultural Soil Protection Plan 

 
8. Has the bulk density of soil been measured in their current undisturbed state? If so, provide results. 

If this testing has not been performed, please acknowledge that in your answer. 
 
No, bulk density soil testing was not completed and is not required by the Council. However, the 
soil types and hydrologic soil groups have been analyzed extensively. Soils on the site are 
primarily sandy and derived from outwash or glacial till. Based on soil mapping and percolation 
testing that has been conducted at the site, the soils indicate high internal permeability and lower 
compaction risk. These characteristics were used to inform the stormwater modeling and erosion 
control strategies. 

 
9. Best practices (e.g., PV‑SMaRT) recommend panel height of at least 36 inches and groundcover 

that promotes deep root penetration. Will GPS commit to these practices? 
 
The bottom panel edge height from the ground will be between 24-36 inches. The Expansion seed 
mix will include a number of species that promote deep root penetration.  

 
10. Provide maps or plans from Exhibit C showing the distance from the project fence line to the nearest 

residential properties at all sites. 
 
See the fourth bullet in the response to Interrogatory 6 above. 

 
11. Provide a copy of the Stormwater Management Report (Exhibit K). Does it include diverting 

stormwater from a drainage area to an infiltration basin? If so, identify the location. 
 
A copy of the Stormwater Management Report is available on the Council’s website at the link 
below. The Expansion’s stormwater management plan promotes the use of existing drainage 
patterns conveying stormwater runoff to the proposed stormwater basins without any diversion of 
tributary areas. These basins are designed to capture and infiltrate runoff from the solar arrays 

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/csc/1_dockets-medialibrary/media_do400-499/do492/motiontoreopen04_29_2025/certificateholderssubmissions/motion_expansionfiling/20-exhibit-r---ag-soil-protection-plan.pdf?rev=9f6873771a1d4b43b573ff70fb4501f6&hash=19BB7600C469172484B30DE6A44A8C9F


and access roads to prevent runoff from leaving the site and impacting neighboring properties. In 
situ testing has been performed to investigate the soil stratum and infiltrative capabilities at each 
permanent stormwater basin location. 
 
Exhibit K - Stormwater Management Report 

  
12. During intense rainstorms, what is the overflow capacity of the infiltration basin described in 

Exhibit K, and could overflow direct water toward abutting properties? Provide modeling results, 
or if no such modeling has been prepared, indicate that plainly. 
 
Modeling results are provided in Exhibit K – Stormwater Management report; refer to link 
provided in response to Interrogatory 11 above. Modeling results provided in Exhibit K show that 
the infiltration basins are designed to safely capture, infiltrate, and pass site runoff from storm 
events up to the 24-hour 100-year rainfall frequency to the desired discharge points, in 
accordance with CT DEEP Construction Stormwater General Permit Appendix I and CTDEEP 
Stormwater Quality Manual. 
 

13. Given the history of flooding at 24 Barber Hill Rd and neighboring properties, explain how the 
project will comply with Connecticut case law (Agnello v. Urbano; Berin v. Olson) prohibiting 
diversion of stormwater onto neighboring land. 
 
GPS is not responsible for any historic flooding at this parcel as GPS has not performed any site 
improvements in this tributary watershed to date. Notwithstanding, see the responses to 
Interrogatories 11 and 12 above. The Connecticut Stormwater Manual requires that 
developments do not alter drainage patterns or increase runoff to adjacent lands. Accordingly, 
the total acreage of tributary area directed to any off-site area have been maintained from 
existing conditions, and the conversion of land use from fallow soil to stable vegetated cover 
across much of the Project area will reduce peak rates of runoff from the site without even 
considering the benefits of permanent stormwater management features. 

Wildlife & Habitat 

Reference: Exhibit I – Natural Diversity Database Findings and Conservation Measures Report 
(pp. 1–22); Exhibit B – Vernal Pool Survey Technical Memorandum (pp. 1–18) 

 
14. There are several tobacco barns on the land abutting my property, this is the same land now 

proposed for solar development.  The barns are on parcels 029-68-011, 029-68-010, 038-68-030. 
These barns are currently used by coyotes for denning during their breeding season (January–
March), with pups present through spring. If these barns are demolished as part of the project, what 
measures will GPS take to avoid disturbing denning coyotes and other wildlife that rely on these 
structures for seasonal shelter? Provide any wildlife management plan or agency consultation 
addressing this issue, or state clearly if none has been prepared. 
 
The question assumes facts that were not provided in evidence. Notwithstanding, no wildlife 
species are anticipated to be directly harmed by the construction or operation of the Expansion. 
As outlined in Exhibit B – Vernal Pool Survey Technical Memorandum and Exhibit I – Natural 
Diversity Database Findings and Conservation Measures Report, several measures are proposed 
to protect wildlife. Examples include time-of-year restrictions, syncopated (staggered) silt fence, 
maintaining a 300-foot buffer to Ketch Brook, offering to donate 70 acres for conservation, siting 
facilities to minimize tree clearing, and having a six-inch gap at the bottom of the fence on 
parcels that do not have sheep grazing to allow for the ingress and egress of wildlife.  
 

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/csc/1_dockets-medialibrary/media_do400-499/do492/motiontoreopen04_29_2025/certificateholderssubmissions/motion_expansionfiling/13-exhibit-k---stormwater-management-report.pdf?rev=0c2aa47d1e954a75969795a5ed42e05a&hash=624BF3DBDEA86165FED00F507A43130E
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/csc/1_dockets-medialibrary/media_do400-499/do492/motiontoreopen04_29_2025/certificateholderssubmissions/motion_expansionfiling/04-exhibit-b---vernal-pool-memo.pdf?rev=dc18928056d749c285b6b382bc62002c&hash=139DD16DC228DAAE3E15FE289083F173
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/csc/1_dockets-medialibrary/media_do400-499/do492/motiontoreopen04_29_2025/certificateholderssubmissions/motion_expansionfiling/11-exhibit-i--conservation-measures-report.pdf?rev=037c67d5516440e280d7ee48334cc613&hash=9EAB854E01E0D7A0049248F65A76F39A
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/csc/1_dockets-medialibrary/media_do400-499/do492/motiontoreopen04_29_2025/certificateholderssubmissions/motion_expansionfiling/11-exhibit-i--conservation-measures-report.pdf?rev=037c67d5516440e280d7ee48334cc613&hash=9EAB854E01E0D7A0049248F65A76F39A


CT DEEP Wildlife Division and local animal control programs help control coyotes, which are a 
nuisance species, as they are a threat to public health and safety. Information on the program can 
be found at this link on DEEP’s website - Living with Coyotes. As coyotes are a public health and 
safety issue and a nuisance species, no plans were developed to protect this species. 

Glare & Reflection 

Reference: Exhibit L – Cumulative Visibility Assessment (pp. 1–36); Exhibit C – Site Plans (pp. 20–
28) 

 
15. Will GPS provide a glare study to demonstrate the project will not create nuisance glare for all 

abutting properties? Provide the study. 
 
No, a glare study is not required by the Council and was therefore not completed. However, a 
Cumulative Visual Impact Assessment was completed and provided to the Council in the filing. A 
link to this study is provided below. The assessment includes a detailed viewshed analysis and 
visual simulations from multiple public vantage points. While the assessment does not include a 
standalone glare study, it addresses visibility and potential visual impacts associated with the 
proposed solar array and the proposed mitigation measures to reduce and minimize visibility.  
 
The Cumulative Visual Impact Assessment demonstrates that visibility and visual impacts have 
been reduced and minimized from public vantage points. It is reasonable to assume that because 
visibility has been minimized, glare will also be reduced by existing vegetation, proposed 
landscape mitigation, setbacks from public roads, and topography. 
 
Key findings from the assessment include: 

 
• Only approximately 5.6% of the 2-mile study area may have any visibility of the solar arrays, 

and most of that visibility is limited within the Approved Project and Expansion properties 
themselves. 

• Mature vegetation and topography surrounding the site significantly reduce visibility from 
adjacent roads and residences. 

• Visual simulations from Rockville Road, Barber Hill Road, and Wapping Road show how the 
Project will appear before and after mitigation measures such as vegetative screening. 

 
Exhibit L - Cumulative Visibility Assessment 

 
16. If glare issues are identified after installation, what corrective steps will be taken? Can panels be 

repositioned post‑installation? Provide any written guidance, or if there is no such guidance please 
acknowledge that. 
 
Glare issues are not anticipated. Additional screening would be used to mitigate any post-
installation if glare was determined to be an issue.   

Project Changes & Oversight 

Reference: Exhibit A – Expansion Narrative (pp. 25–30); Exhibit S – Decommissioning Plan (pp. 1–
15) 

 
17. If GPS sells the facility, will the new owner be bound by all agreements and conditions of approval? 

Provide documentation. 

https://portal.ct.gov/deep/wildlife/nuisance-wildlife/living-with-coyotes
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/csc/1_dockets-medialibrary/media_do400-499/do492/motiontoreopen04_29_2025/certificateholderssubmissions/motion_expansionfiling/14-exhibit-l---cumulative-visual-impact-assessment.pdf?rev=3ac24ffc0e80483db86a8a27d2f2c010&hash=3DFB9E85D358BF6D8E7A4F5CB5E470B0


 
Yes. See response to Council Interrogatory 11. 

 
18. If GPS seeks to expand the number of panels, must it apply to the Siting Council? Must it also 

apply to East Windsor Planning & Zoning? Identify the regulatory process. 
 
All changes to the proposed Expansion require Council review. If the Expansion is approved, the 
Council will likely require GPS to submit a Development and Management Plan (D&M Plan) 
submittal(s), which includes final construction plans and final equipment that is selected to be 
installed. The D&M Plan will be submitted to the Council for review and parties and intervenors 
will have the ability to comment.  
 
The Town Planning and Zoning Department would have the ability to review any submittal to the 
Council for comment. Similar to the Approved Project, GPS will coordinate directly with local 
officials and agencies to ensure transparency and answer any questions.  

 
19. What entity will oversee compliance with project conditions after approval? 

 
CT DEEP and the local Conservation District will review the site for stormwater compliance for 
at least two full growing seasons following the construction phase. The Council will have the 
authority for compliance during the life of the Expansion project.  

 
20. Will abutting residents and local/state leaders be notified of any expansion proposals? Provide the 

notification procedure. 
 
 GPS will comply with all statutory requirements regarding notice of any changes to the project. 
Any individual listed on the service list for the Expansion will be notified of any notices, 
document, or plan submitted to the Council.  

 Safety, Fire & Lightning 

Reference: Exhibit H – Operations & Maintenance Plan (pp. 12–18); Exhibit Q – Emergency 
Management and Evacuation Plan (pp. 1–24); Exhibit P – Electrical and Magnetic Field Reports 

(pp. 1–33) 
 

21. In the event of a brush or electrical fire on the project site, how will electric hazards to emergency 
responders be mitigated? Please identify the specific procedures, equipment, and training that are 
described in Exhibit Q, Emergency Management and Evacuation Plan, and explain how they 
address energized equipment, arc flash, and transformer or inverter fires. If Exhibit Q does not 
contain detailed procedures for these hazards, state that clearly and provide any other written 
protocols, manufacturer guidance, or NFPA‑compliant standards that will be followed. 
 
See responses to Council Interrogatories 33, 40, 41, and 42. 
 
GPS is firmly committed to safety as its highest priority. The Expansion project has been 
designed and will be constructed in full compliance with all applicable State and Federal codes. 
GPS and its contractors will coordinate directly with the East Windsor Fire Department prior to 
construction and again before the start of operations to ensure full adherence to the Connecticut 
State Fire Prevention Code and all local emergency response requirements. 
 
It should be noted that Exhibit Q represents a draft Emergency Management and Evacuation 
Plan that establishes the minimum safety and coordination standards for the Expansion. Final 



site-specific emergency response plans will be developed by the Expansion’s qualified 
contractors and are refined throughout construction and operations. These plans evolve as site 
conditions change from civil work through equipment installation, commissioning, and into 
operations and maintenance. Plans are also periodically updated to incorporate new safety 
regulations, lessons learned, and input from first responders. 
 
As part of operational readiness, GPS and its Operations and Maintenance provider will conduct 
first responder training early in the operational phase. This training will include site access 
procedures, equipment and inverter locations, and internal roadway systems to ensure that fire 
and emergency personnel can respond quickly and effectively to any incident. 
 
At the existing facility, GPS has already worked closely with the East Windsor Fire Department 
to implement a comprehensive on-site signage and labeling system during construction, which 
will remain in place throughout operations. This system is designed to enhance situational 
awareness, facilitate communication, and expedite emergency access. Similar measures will be 
implemented for the Expansion project. 
 
In addition, approximately 40 East Windsor first responders participated in a hands-on 
operational training session in 2025 to familiarize themselves with the existing site layout, 
electrical systems, and emergency procedures. GPS will continue this partnership to ensure all 
responding agencies remain informed and prepared to respond effectively in the unlikely event of 
an emergency. Refer to Exhibit B for a list of first responder attendance and participation.  

 
22. Identify all procedures in place with state and local emergency response teams to handle PV fires 

or equipment damage. Provide copies of agreements, or if no agreements exist, acknowledge that. 
 
See response to Interrogatory 21 above. If a fire cannot be handled by onsite staff with fire 
suppression equipment, contractors will call 911 for assistance. Containment of the fire is the 
first step in responding to prevent a potential fire from spreading.  
 
Local emergency responders, including the police and fire departments for both the Town of East 
Windsor and Town of South Windsor, have been identified for their proximity to the Project and 
are included below: 
 
• East Windsor Police Department: 25 School Street, East Windsor, CT 06088 
• Broad Brook Fire Department: 125 Main Street, Broad Brook, CT 06016 
• South Windsor Police Department: 151 Sand Hill Road, South Windsor, CT 06074 
• South Windsor Fire Department: 1175 Ellington Road, South Windsor, CT 06074 

 
23. Will East Windsor be required to fund additional fire department resources, equipment, or training 

to handle PV fires? Provide documentation of any agreements. 
 
There are no agreements or official documents at this time requiring the Town of East Windsor to 

 fund additional fire department resources, equipment, or training to address photovoltaic (“PV”) 
 fires. 

The Expansion is expected to generate a significant increase in tax revenue for the Town, which 
could indirectly support local emergency services, including the fire department. Additionally, 
GPS has indicated plans to contribute funding directly to both the Broad Brook and Warehouse 
Point Fire Departments to support specific equipment purchases — a drone for Broad Brook and 



a utility terrain vehicle for Warehouse Point. These tools can be used to better serve the 
community.  

24. Will firefighting equipment be able to reach electrical fires on the site, or would responders need 
to access through abutting properties? Provide access maps from Exhibit C. 
 
Emergency responders will have access to the Expansion through the planned entrance gates to 
reach a fire on site. A link to Exhibit C is provided below. 
 
Exhibit C - Site Plans 

 
25. Is the Barber Hill Rd hydrant located over 1,000 feet away, sufficient for fire suppression near 

parcels 029-68-011, 029-68-010? Provide analysis of water pressure and pumping capacity uphill. 
 
A fire hydrant is located immediately adjacent to Parcel 029-68-011, providing ready access for 
suppression activities in that area. For portions of the site that may be beyond the effective range 
of the hydrant, fire department tankers and/or water tenders would likely be deployed to ensure 
adequate water supply. 
 
Site-specific training with local first responders will be conducted to develop and confirm the 
most effective fire containment strategies for all areas of the property, including those with 
elevation changes. 
 
No formal water pressure or hydraulic pumping capacity analysis has been performed.  

 
26. Provide any lightning strike studies or correspondence with NOAA, CDC, or other agencies 

regarding lightning hazards. If you have not sought out such studies or guidance, acknowledge that 
in your response. 
 
No specific lightning strike studies have been conducted for the Expansion, and the project team 
has not engaged in correspondence with NOAA, CDC, or any other federal or state agencies 
regarding lightning hazards. 
 
The Expansion was designed in accordance with applicable codes and engineering best practices 
to mitigate risks from lightning and other electrical surges. These mitigation measures include 
proper grounding of all facilities, equipment, and perimeter fencing, along with the installation of 
surge protection across all electrical components. The system will be engineered to immediately 
and automatically isolate impacted components—from individual panel strings to high-voltage 
breakers and transformers—in the event of a surge. Final electrical plans will be submitted to the 
Town of East Windsor building department for review and comment prior to installation. 
 

27. Given the frequency of lightning strikes in this area, what specific lightning protection measures 
will be installed? Provide engineering documentation from Exhibit P. 
 
The Expansion was designed in accordance with applicable codes and engineering best practices 
to mitigate risks from lightning and other electrical surges. These mitigation measures include 
proper grounding of all facilities, equipment, and perimeter fencing, along with the installation of 
surge protection across all electrical components. The system will be engineered to isolate 
impacted components—from individual panel strings to high-voltage breakers and 
transformers—in the event of a surge. Final electrical plans will be submitted to the Town of East 
Windsor building department for review and comment prior to installation. 

 

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/csc/1_dockets-medialibrary/media_do400-499/do492/motiontoreopen04_29_2025/certificateholderssubmissions/motion_expansionfiling/05-exhibit-c---site-plans.pdf?rev=f374eb6c57574f4088a74d710cf8eb7f&hash=E641EFB7BA2AFE275BF1DF77C93A88CE


28. If a fire originating from the solar array spreads to abutting properties, who is financially 
responsible for damages? Provide a written statement of insurance coverage and liability. 
 
If there’s a fire event, root cause analysis will take place as part of a process to determine the 
cause of the fire. Based on the findings, if a fire originated from the Expansion, appropriate steps 
will be taken for repairs and cost of damages.  
 
GPS will maintain appropriate insurance coverage throughout both the construction and 

 operational phases, including general liability and property damage insurance.  

Cumulative Impacts 

29. My property is already bordered by Greensky’s Mulnite solar arrays, and with the Gravel Pit Solar 
expansion I will now have solar facilities in both my back and side yard. Has GPS/DESRI done 
any cumulative impact analysis that looks at the combined effects of Gravel Pit Solar (including 
the expansion) and the Mulnite arrays on nearby residents like me? If so, please provide it. If no 
such analysis has been prepared, acknowledge that in your response. 
 
Cumulative impact analyses for projects that are not associated with GPS or its affiliates were 
not completed and are not required. GPS did complete cumulative impact analyses for the 
Approved Project and proposed Expansion, which included visual, noise, and electric and 
magnetic frequencies. The reports were provided to the Council as Exhibits L, O, and P, 
respectively. They can be accessed at the links provided below: 
 
Exhibit L - Cumulative Visibility Assessment 
Exhibit O - Acoustical Study 
Exhibit P - Electrical and Magnetic Field Reports 
 

30. What is the combined noise impact from inverters, transformers, and construction activity when 
the Mulnite arrays and the Gravel Pit Solar expansion are considered together? I would like to see 
any modeling that accounts for overlapping sound sources. If no such modeling has been done, 
please state that clearly. 
 
As stated in response to Interrogatory 29 above, a cumulative acoustical (noise) study was 
completed for the Approved Project and the proposed Expansion. Please see Exhibit O – 
Acoustical Study, linked above. 

 
31. What is the cumulative visual impact of having multiple large‑scale arrays surrounding residential 

properties, including glare, panel visibility, and the loss of open space? Please provide any visual 
simulations or assessments that consider these projects together. If none have been developed, 
indicate that directly. 
 
As stated in response to Interrogatory 29 above, a Cumulative Visibility Assessment was 
completed for the Approved Project and the proposed Expansion.  A cumulative analysis for 
projects not associated with GPS or its affiliates were not completed and are not required. Please 
see Exhibit L – Cumulative Visibility Assessment, linked above.  

 
32. With multiple arrays draining into the same watershed, what is the cumulative stormwater impact 

on Barber Hill Rd and surrounding properties? Has any hydrologic modeling been done that 
accounts for runoff from both Gravel Pit Solar and the Mulnite arrays? If so, provide it. If not, make 
that plain in your answer. 

 

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/csc/1_dockets-medialibrary/media_do400-499/do492/motiontoreopen04_29_2025/certificateholderssubmissions/motion_expansionfiling/14-exhibit-l---cumulative-visual-impact-assessment.pdf?rev=3ac24ffc0e80483db86a8a27d2f2c010&hash=3DFB9E85D358BF6D8E7A4F5CB5E470B0
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/csc/1_dockets-medialibrary/media_do400-499/do492/motiontoreopen04_29_2025/certificateholderssubmissions/motion_expansionfiling/17-exhibit-o---acoustical-study.pdf?rev=f9cc41d0bf0647b4bcedb505d499aa94&hash=68D3053093077E8A64143E3EAE24C5FB
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/csc/1_dockets-medialibrary/media_do400-499/do492/motiontoreopen04_29_2025/certificateholderssubmissions/motion_expansionfiling/18-exhibit-p---emf-report.pdf?rev=214ad7d3562f445c805d150125e4f5e5&hash=290431626F33C16385F73CA957D9782E


Hydrologic modeling has been completed. It is the opinion of GPS that Exhibit K - Stormwater 
Management Report satisfactorily reviews the stormwater impacts of the Expansion to all off-site 
areas, with the findings that peak rates of stormwater runoff will be reduced in accordance with 
CT DEEP Construction Stormwater General Permit and CT DEEP Stormwater Quality Manual. 
No additional modeling has been done for this project related to any other proposed 
development, as this is not standard practice and is not required for the Council application.  

 
33. What is the cumulative effect on wildlife corridors and habitat fragmentation when the Mulnite 

arrays and the Gravel Pit Solar expansion are combined? Provide any ecological assessments that 
consider the projects together or confirm if no such review has been conducted. 
 
See responses to Interrogatories 14 and 29 above, and the response to Traczyk Interrogatory 7. 
GPS did not evaluate other solar projects that are not associated with GPS or its affiliates. As 
outlined in Exhibit I – Natural Diversity Database Findings and Conservation Measures Report, 
GPS evaluated potential impacts to protected wildlife and their habitat wholistically for the 
Expansion and have incorporated several protection measures. The proposed protection 
measures will also benefit non-protected wildlife. Please refer to the exhibit linked below. 
Consultation with NDDB staff is ongoing. 
 
Exhibit I - Natural Diversity Database Findings and Conservation Measures Report 

 
34. Since my home will now be surrounded on multiple sides by solar facilities, what mitigation 

measures will GPS/DESRI commit to — such as expanded buffers, conservation easements, or 
noise barriers — to address the unique cumulative burden on me and my neighbors? 
 
GPS cannot speak on behalf of other solar projects in the area; however, it remains committed to 
working directly with adjacent property owners to identify and address any specific concerns 
related to the Expansion. 
 
Where practicable, GPS will consider site-specific mitigation measures, such as enhanced 
vegetative buffers, adjusted fencing designs, or other reasonable accommodations in order to 
reduce potential visual, noise, or other localized impacts. GPS is open to coordinating with 
abutters to ensure that appropriate steps are taken to minimize any Project-related burdens. 
 

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/csc/1_dockets-medialibrary/media_do400-499/do492/motiontoreopen04_29_2025/certificateholderssubmissions/motion_expansionfiling/13-exhibit-k---stormwater-management-report.pdf?rev=0c2aa47d1e954a75969795a5ed42e05a&hash=624BF3DBDEA86165FED00F507A43130E
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/csc/1_dockets-medialibrary/media_do400-499/do492/motiontoreopen04_29_2025/certificateholderssubmissions/motion_expansionfiling/13-exhibit-k---stormwater-management-report.pdf?rev=0c2aa47d1e954a75969795a5ed42e05a&hash=624BF3DBDEA86165FED00F507A43130E
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/csc/1_dockets-medialibrary/media_do400-499/do492/motiontoreopen04_29_2025/certificateholderssubmissions/motion_expansionfiling/11-exhibit-i--conservation-measures-report.pdf?rev=037c67d5516440e280d7ee48334cc613&hash=9EAB854E01E0D7A0049248F65A76F39A

