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Jason Bowsza  
Office of the First Selectman 
Town of East Windsor 
11 Rye Street 
Broad Brook, CT 06016        July 07, 2025 
 

Dear Mr. Bowsza,  

Thank you again for meeting with me in April, we are looking forward to working with you and the Board 

of Selectmen on our proposed solar project. As you are aware the Gravel Pit Solar Expansion Project (the 

“Expansion Project”) is a proposed solar energy generation facility being developed by Gravel Pit Solar V, 

LLC (“Gravel Pit”), in East Windsor, CT (the “Town”), and located adjacent to the recently constructed 

Gravel Pit Solar Project.  

The Expansion Project will bring new economic investment to the community with few of the required 

services (e.g. education, water, sewer etc.) common to other types of development such as residential, 

commercial, or retail. Further, the Expansion Project carefully selected the project site to minimize impacts 

to the Town by locating the site on private lands that have been pre-approved for solar, directly abutting 

existing solar arrays, and utilizing newly constructed Gravel Pit transmission interconnection facilities 

located along Eversource existing transmission line.   

The assessed value of solar energy projects can change annually. As a result of depreciation and mill rate 

fluctuations, among other things. Taxes are also subject to state policies which can change assessed values. 

A tax agreement creates a reliable source of income for the Town and protects that income from changes 

in policy, assessed value, and mill rates. With the Expansion Project, we are taking a unique approach to 

solar development; we will be concentrating on our developments around the existing Gravel Pit Project to 

avoid sprawl and new transmission infrastructure, conserving approximately 70 acres of mature forest along 

Ketch Brook, and further reducing illicit all-terrain vehicle activities that continue along the railroad and 

Ketch Brook corridors.  

As a result, we propose a tax agreement which would establish predictable source of revenue for the Town 

and a known tax burden on the Project. Based on the data available to us, our estimate of annual tax revenue 

from the properties where the Expansion Project is proposed totaled $11,300 in real estate taxes for the 

2023 tax year. We propose entering into a tax agreement with the town of East Windsor, where the project 

will make a payment of per megawatt alternating current each year for 20 years and escalating at 

a rate of 2% annually. We propose that this agreement replace all taxes to be levied on the real and personal 

property of the Expansion Project, and the parcels upon which the Expansion Project will be located. 

Assuming the Expansion Project is approved for 30 megawatts alternating current of capacity, this would 

result in  annually being paid to the Town, subject to the 2% annual escalator. 

Additionally, we propose to donate 70 acres of conservation land to the Town for open space dedicated to 

passive recreation. This conservation land encompasses a network of existing trails, scenic vistas, and 

unique natural habitats along a portion of Ketch Brook’s mature riparian forests (refer to enclosed map). 

We will collaborate with the Town to subdivide the 70 acres and provide access rights from Plantation 

Road. Furthermore, we will offer five annual payments of $10,000, commencing upon the start of 
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construction (anticipated winter of 2025/2026), to ensure the Town has adequate funds for any necessary 

access or maintenance improvements that enhance passive activities from Plantation Road and/or within 

the 70 acres of open space recreational land. 

In response to concerns regarding the loss of prime farmland in the Town, we would like to inform you that 

the project plans to continue farming practices at the Expansion Site. As indicated in the Motion to Reopen 

application, the Project proposes to implement sheep grazing to maintain vegetation, promote farming on 

at least five acres of land not occupied by the project, and continue to allow tobacco farms (at no cost) to 

use available sheds owned by Gravel Pit Solar along Plantation Road. Additionally, to further our 

commitment to the Town and its farming culture, we propose a one-time payment of $250,000 to the Town 

for farmland preservation. We also commit that the Expansion Project properties owned in fee will be 

preserved for farming practices following the project's useful life and decommissioning of the Expansion 

Project. 

Lastly, we received requests from both fire departments in Town for a domestically manufactured drone 

for the Broad Brook Fire Department and a Utility Task Vehicle for the Warehouse Point Fire Department. 

To support these requests, we plan to offer $27,500 to each Fire Department to cover the cost of these tools, 

which will assist in maintaining safety within the Town and potentially reduce future tax burdens associated 

with the Town fire departments. 

This proposal represents a -fold increase in the tax value of the property to the Town, provides unique 

open space opportunity, reduces illicit all-terrain vehicle activity in Town, commits to continued farming 

practice during operation and in perpetuity following the decommission of the Expansion Project, and, in 

addition, supports the Towns first responders to better protect its’ citizens. Municipal budgets, like energy 

project finances, work best when there is long-term certainty in cash flow. We believe a tax agreement is 

in the best interest of the Town and the Expansion Project because both entities will be able to rely on a 

fixed annual amount, with no reduction or increase due to changes in policy or assessed values. The 

proposed tax agreement and economic development program would bring over  million to the Town 

over the life of the Expansion Project.  

We appreciate your willingness to consider our proposal, and we look forward to discussing it further with 

you and the Board of Selectmen.  

Sincerely, 

 

Aaron Svedlow 

Executive Director of Development  
Gravel Pit Solar V
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