
 

Docket No. 492A 
Gravel Pit Solar  

East Windsor, Connecticut 
 

Nicole Paradise Pre-Hearing Interrogatories 
September 25, 2025 

 
The Applicant, Gravel Pit Solar, LLC, Gravel Pit Solar II, LLC, Gravel Pit Solar III, LLC, Gravel Pit 
Solar IV, LLC, and Gravel Pit Solar V, LLC (together, “GPS” or the “Applicant”), hereby submits the 
following responses to the interrogatories that were provided to GPS by Nicole Paradise on September 
25, 2025. Nicole Paradise’s interrogatories are provided in plain text and GPS’s responses are provided in 
italicized text.  

Fire Risk & Suppression 

Exhibits Referenced: Exhibit Q (Emergency Management), Exhibit H (Operations & 
Maintenance), Exhibit A (pp. 14–16), Site Plans 

 
1. Please provide records of all fire incidents at the current Gravel Pit Solar site, including the recent 

tractor-sparked vegetation fire and corrective actions taken. 
 
On September 18, 2025, a small brush fire broke out in the Gravel Pit Solar area north of 
Planation Road due to a tractor malfunction during mowing. The local fire department 
responded within two and a half minutes, quickly containing the fire. No injuries, equipment 
damage, or operational impact occurred. 
 
GPS determined that missed spring mowing led to excessive vegetation, which, combined with 
dry late summer conditions and equipment failure, caused the fire. To prevent future incidents, 
GPS will schedule earlier seasonal mowing, hire local contractors, and maintain contingency 
plans for timely vegetation management. 
 

2. What is the projected increase in fire risk once the expansion is complete, especially given the 
limited fire hydrant network in this rural area? 

 
Please refer to the Emergency Management and Evacuation Plan provided in Exhibit Q - 
Emergency Management and Evacuation Plan of the application for the fire protection plan. The 
Expansion project will not significantly increase fire risk. Project sites will follow existing safety 
protocols, and water tenders or trucks will be deployed by the fire department when hydrants are 
unavailable. 
 
Since the Expansion properties are separated and operate independently, a fire at one site cannot 
spread to others. The project will also implement fire prevention and mitigation measures 
tailored to rural conditions and limited hydrant access. These include: 

 
• Vegetation Management: Conducting regular mowing and maintenance to keep vegetation 

below panel height and lower fuel loads. 
• Firebreaks: Implementing gravel access roads and equipment pads that function as 

continuous firebreaks across the site. 
• Design and System Hardening: Selecting non-combustible materials, ensuring proper 

equipment spacing, and using surge protection and electrical isolation systems to reduce 
ignition sources. 

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/csc/1_dockets-medialibrary/media_do400-499/do492/motiontoreopen04_29_2025/certificateholderssubmissions/motion_expansionfiling/19-exhibit-q---emerg-mgmt-and-evac-plan.pdf?rev=9b3e0956149645fb9949136038ef279a&hash=CBFFAF903D8893D1A60B517FDBF13817
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/csc/1_dockets-medialibrary/media_do400-499/do492/motiontoreopen04_29_2025/certificateholderssubmissions/motion_expansionfiling/19-exhibit-q---emerg-mgmt-and-evac-plan.pdf?rev=9b3e0956149645fb9949136038ef279a&hash=CBFFAF903D8893D1A60B517FDBF13817


• Operational Controls: Carrying out routine inspections and maintenance to identify and 
address potential fire hazards. 

• Emergency Response Planning and Training: Coordinating with local fire departments, 
conducting site access training, and establishing clear response protocols for emergency 
situations. 

• Risk Assessment and Monitoring: Reviewing site conditions and operational data 
periodically to evaluate and manage fire risk over the facility’s lifetime. 

 
These combined measures are intended to keep the Expansion project's overall fire risk profile at 
a level similar to that of current operating facilities.  
 

3. What specific fire suppression systems (e.g., gravel firebreaks, automatic shut-off switches, on-site 
water tanks) will be installed for the expanded array? 
 
The facility will include a remote shutoff, which will allow electric generation to be turned off in 
the event of an emergency. In addition, the gravel roads will be 15 feet wide of non-flammable 
material that creates a clear separation between vegetated areas. This reduces the potential for 
fire to spread across the site by limiting available fuel sources and slowing fire progression. 

 
Installed fire suppression systems are not planned for the Expansion site, but all work vehicles 
including mowing equipment will be outfitted with a fire extinguisher. Please refer to Exhibit Q - 
Emergency Management and Evacuation Plan of the application for the fire protection plan. 
 

4. During daylight hours when panels remain energized, what approved firefighting methods exist if 
a panel itself ignites? 
 
Please refer to the Emergency Management and Evacuation Plan provided in Exhibit Q - 
Emergency Management and Evacuation Plan of the application for the fire protection plan. 
Solar panels are constructed primarily of non-combustible materials such as tempered glass, 
aluminum framing, and encapsulated photovoltaic cells, and therefore are not prone to self-
ignition. The likelihood of a panel fire is extremely low. 
 
In the unlikely event that there is a fire during daylight hours when the system is energized, the 
site’s design allows for rapid electrical isolation of the affected area. Each array inverter block 
can be isolated at the inverter level, and individual panel strings can be disconnected at their 
combiner boxes. This sectionalized design minimizes the extent of energized equipment and 
allows emergency personnel to safely access the site once isolation is confirmed by operations 
staff. 
 
Firefighter techniques would be defensive to prevent the fire from spreading to other areas of the 
site. A more offensive approach would be taken once the portion of the array is physically or 
remotely shutdown.  
 

5. What burn-scenario has been done to estimate toxic smoke drift, and will you release those results 
to the public? 

No specific burn-scenario or toxic smoke dispersion analysis has been conducted for the 
Expansion project nor is this required. Similar to other commercial, industrial, and residential 
developments, burn-scenario modeling is not typically required or performed because the facility 
is not expected to contain materials with significant fire load or toxicity potential. Photovoltaic 
(“PV”) modules are primarily composed of non-combustible materials such as tempered glass, 
aluminum, and encapsulated silicon-based cells. 

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/csc/1_dockets-medialibrary/media_do400-499/do492/motiontoreopen04_29_2025/certificateholderssubmissions/motion_expansionfiling/19-exhibit-q---emerg-mgmt-and-evac-plan.pdf?rev=9b3e0956149645fb9949136038ef279a&hash=CBFFAF903D8893D1A60B517FDBF13817
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Access & Infrastructure Limitations 

Exhibits Referenced: Exhibit Q (Emergency Management), Exhibit A (pp. 22–23), Site Plans 
 

6. With limited hydrant coverage in Windsorville and Broad Brook, what guaranteed on-site water 
sources (cisterns, ponds, tanker staging) will be available for expansion areas? 
 
A tanker truck would need to be used for fire suppression in areas without a fire hydrant, which is 
typical with most rural fire response scenarios. GPS will coordinate with the Town of East 
Windsor emergency responders for protocols and training pursuant to application approval. 
Windsorville Pond is used by East Windsor Fire departments to fill tanker trucks.  
 

7. What are the widths and load capacities of access roads, and can they safely accommodate large 
apparatuses such as ladder trucks or forestry units in all seasons? 
 
The proposed access road is 15 feet wide, sufficient for large vehicles like fire trucks. The gravel 
roads can support emergency vehicle loads.  

 
8. What is the turnaround time for first responders to reach the center of the array, and how does this 

compare to national fire-response standards for rural areas? 
 
The Expansion project has been designed and will be constructed in full compliance with all 
applicable State and Federal codes. GPS is committed to safety as its highest priority. Based on 
the September 18, 2025, brush fire incident, firefighters were able to respond within three 
minutes. GPS and its contractors will coordinate directly with the East Windsor Fire Department 
prior to construction and again before the start of operations to ensure full adherence to the 
Connecticut State Fire Prevention Code and all local emergency response requirements. 
 
The anticipated response times for first responders to reach the center of the array are within 
expected norms for rural areas and aligned with national standards and best practices for 
comparable jurisdictions. Time for emergency responders to reach the Expansion site is 
dependent on the local fire response. Input from the East Windsor Fire Departments indicated 
that response time is expected to be 6-10 minutes during Monday-Friday between 8am-4pm, and 
12-20 minutes outside that window.  

 
The projected 6–10 minutes daytime and 12–20 minutes off-hour response times are consistent 
with national averages for rural and combination fire departments. Once on scene, the 
department’s procedures, consistent with NFPA 1720, ensure that fire suppression activities 
commence promptly upon arrival.  

 
As part of operational readiness, GPS and its Operations and Maintenance provider will conduct 
first responder training early in the operational phase. This training will include site access 
procedures, equipment and inverter locations, and internal roadway systems to ensure that fire 
and emergency personnel can respond quickly and effectively to any incident. GPS has already 
worked closely with the East Windsor Fire Department at the existing facility to implement a 
comprehensive on-site signage and labeling system during construction, which will remain in 
place throughout operations. This system is designed to enhance situational awareness, facilitate 
communication, and expedite emergency access. Similar measures will be implemented for the 
Expansion project. 
 



In addition, approximately 40 East Windsor first responders participated in a hands-on 
operational training session in 2025 to familiarize themselves with the existing site layout, 
electrical systems, and emergency procedures. GPS will continue this partnership to ensure all 
responding agencies remain informed and prepared to respond effectively in the unlikely event of 
an emergency. 

 
9. If a fire blocks the primary access road, what secondary routes exist for emergency ingress or 

neighborhood evacuation? 
 
Emergency responders will have access to the Expansion through the planned entrance gates to 
reach a fire on site. If one gate is blocked by a fire, they will be able to use the other access points 
or suppress the fire at the gate to gain safe entry to the site. A link to Exhibit C of the application 
is provided below. 
 
GPS will coordinate with the fire departments for feedback on the most suitable entrance 
locations.  
 
Exhibit C - Site Plans 
 

Health & Toxic Exposure 

Exhibits Referenced: Exhibit H (Operations & Maintenance), Exhibit P (Decommissioning), 
Manufacturer Panel Specs, Exhibit A (pp. 14–16) 

 
10. What independent testing confirms the chemical composition of panels, wiring, and raking and the 

toxicity of smoke if burned (e.g., fluorine, cadmium, lead, silicon dust)? 
 
See response to the Connecticut Siting Council (“Council”) Interrogatory 76. 
 

11. What personal protective equipment (PPE) is required for firefighters, and has GPS agreed to fund 
or supply it to local departments? 

The local fire departments have the proper PPE required for the site. Regarding funding 
agreements, see response to Riordan Interrogatory 23. 

12. Has GPS modeled exposure levels for children and vulnerable residents in homes adjacent to the 
site during a panel fire? 
 
GPS has not modeled this as GPS has committed to installing solar modules that are not 
classified as hazardous waste. 
 

13. Who is financially responsible for medical costs if firefighters or residents are exposed to 
carcinogens released during a panel fire? 
 
GPS objects to this interrogatory as it calls for a legal opinion.  
 
 
 
 
 

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/csc/1_dockets-medialibrary/media_do400-499/do492/motiontoreopen04_29_2025/certificateholderssubmissions/motion_expansionfiling/05-exhibit-c---site-plans.pdf?rev=f374eb6c57574f4088a74d710cf8eb7f&hash=E641EFB7BA2AFE275BF1DF77C93A88CE


Training & Coordination with Local Departments 

Exhibits Referenced: Exhibit Q (Emergency Management), Exhibit H (Operations & 
Maintenance), Exhibit A (pp. 15–16) 

 
14. What formal solar-specific firefighting training has GPS provided to Broad Brook Fire Department, 

Warehouse Point Fire Department and mutual-aid fire departments? 
 
See response to Interrogatory 8 above. 
 

15. Will GPS provide annual refresher courses and fund specialized equipment (thermal cameras, 
insulated tools, breathing apparatus) for as long as the array is operational? 

 
Yes. GPS will also provide training opportunities for new employees or volunteers. 
 

16. In an emergency, who has authority to disconnect the system and what is the guaranteed response 
time for de-energizing? 
 
GPS personnel and the operational team have the ability to remotely shut off and disconnect the 
system, which will allow electric generation to be turned off in the event of an emergency. GPS 
and its operational affiliates will work with local emergency responders on emergency response 
plans for the site. 
 

Siting & Proximity to Homes 

Exhibits Referenced: Exhibit A (pp. 12–13, 20–25), Exhibit L (Visual Impact), Site Plans 
 

17. What is the minimum setback distance from the nearest home and how does it compare to NFPA 
or other fire-safety recommendations? 

 
The Expansion was designed and will be constructed in full compliance with all applicable State 
and Federal codes. Exhibit C - Site Plans shows setbacks and fencing that define the Expansion’s 
boundaries. Please also refer to Exhibit D and G that was filed in response to the Council’s 
interrogatories. Exhibit D shows Distances to Perimeter Fencing and Exhibit G show distances 
to Inverters. 
 
NFPA does not specify setbacks from ground mounted solar energy systems.  
 

18. Why were these locations chosen over less densely populated parcels when state and national 
guidelines encourage buffer zones to reduce residential exposure to smoke and toxic runoff? Where 
other locations explored? If so, please provide all reports. If not, please state why other locations 
were not explored. 
 
As described in Section 3.4 Site Selection of the application narrative, the GPS team undertook 
an intensive site selection process before finally selecting the parcels associated with the 
Expansion. In addition, the Expansion was sited to comply with the Council’s October 8, 2009 
White Paper on the Security of Siting Energy Facilities. 
 

19. If the expansion increases the number of homes bordering the array, what additional mitigation will 
GPS implement to protect these families? 
 

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/csc/1_dockets-medialibrary/media_do400-499/do492/motiontoreopen04_29_2025/certificateholderssubmissions/motion_expansionfiling/05-exhibit-c---site-plans.pdf?rev=f374eb6c57574f4088a74d710cf8eb7f&hash=E641EFB7BA2AFE275BF1DF77C93A88CE


The Expansion is sited to avoid visual impacts to bordering homes. We have incorporated the 
measures below into the design to minimize impacts to abutters: 
 
• Visual Screening: Trees and shrubs will be planted along roads and property boundaries 

where visibility of the solar arrays is expected. 
• Setbacks: Arrays are positioned with increased setbacks from residences and sensitive 

locations to reduce visual and operational impacts. 
• Buried Cables & Equipment Placement: Interconnection cables will be buried, and 

inverters/transformers will be placed away from public vantage points. 
• Agricultural-style Fencing: Designed to blend with the rural character of the area. 

 
Where practicable, GPS will consider site-specific mitigation measures, such as enhanced 
vegetative buffers, adjusted fencing designs, or other reasonable accommodations in order to 
reduce potential visual, noise, or other localized impacts. GPS is open to coordinating with 
abutters to ensure that appropriate steps are taken to minimize visual impacts. 

 

Accountability & Emergency Costs 

Exhibits Referenced: Exhibit Q (Emergency Management), Exhibit P (Decommissioning), Exhibit 
A (pp. 16–17) 

 
20. Will GPS sign a binding agreement to cover increased fire-department costs, insurance premiums, 

and post-fire cleanup of contaminated soil or groundwater? 
 
See response to Riordan Interrogatory 23.  
 

21. What financial mechanism is in place to cover cleanup of contaminated soil and groundwater after 
a panel fire? 
 
GPS would be obligated to clean up any contaminated soil or groundwater after a potential panel 
fire. See response to Riordan Interrogatory 28.   
 

22. If the project is sold to another owner, how will these safety obligations transfer and remain 
enforceable? 
 
If GPS transferred the facility to another entity, the acquiring entity will be required to comply 
with state statutes and all prior commitments made by the Expansion project. 

Farm & Agricultural Restoration 

Exhibits Referenced: Exhibit G (Soil Science), Exhibit P (Decommissioning), Exhibit A (pp. 12–13) 
 

23. What independent soil studies have been conducted to measure potential contamination from panel 
components (e.g., cadmium, lead, fluorinated plastics) after 30 years of exposure? 
 
GPS is not aware of any independent soil studies for solar projects that have been in operation 
for 30 or more years. 
 

24. Can GPS provide data from other decommissioned solar sites showing successful restoration of 
prime agricultural soils to pre-project fertility levels? 



 
GPS is not aware of any data from decommissioned solar sites related to soil health. Please see 
response to Traczyk Interrogatory 10 for additional details and Exhibit R and Exhibit S of the 
application narrative  for more information regarding Agricultural Soil Protection Plan and 
Decommissioning Plan. 
 

25. What specific remediation step soil replacement, deep tilling, and chemical testing will GPS legally 
commit to at contract end? 
 
Please refer to Exhibit R – Agricultural Soil Protection Plan for more information regarding 
protection of agricultural soil. GPS is not aware of any applicable legal requirement for 
chemical testing.  
 

26. If contamination is discovered after decommissioning, who is financially responsible for soil 
cleanup and ongoing testing? 
 
GPS will investigate and, to the extent required by law, remediate any release of contaminants 
caused by the Project's decommissioning, as determined by the Connecticut Department of 
Energy and Environmental Protection (CT DEEP) or other authorities having jurisdiction.  
  

27. How will soil compaction from heavy equipment and decades of maintenance be mitigated to 
preserve the unique tobacco-growing loam Broad Brook is historically known for? 
 
The plan for soil decompaction at decommissioning is outlined in Exhibit R – Agricultural Soil 
Protection Plan and Exhibit S - Decommissioning Plan, which are publicly available on the 
Council’s website. Proposed measures include: 
 
• Where representative subsoil compaction results within the decommissioned array exceeds 

the adjacent farmland subsoil compaction, decompaction of the soil profile will be performed 
using appropriate agricultural equipment.  

• Decompaction will be performed during periods of relatively low soil moisture to ensure 
decompaction is successful.  

• Oversized stone/rock material (4-inches or greater) in greater quantities than adjacent 
undisturbed areas brought to the surface by this operation will be removed.  

• Where topsoil was stripped to install slabs, pads, or gravel, access roads will be removed to 
expose the original subsoil. This subsoil will then be decompacted up by deep tillage using a 
deep-ripper or heavy-duty chisel plow when penetrometer readings exceed adjacent areas. 

• After the subsoil is decompacted, all stone and rock material four inches and larger in size, if 
in greater quantities than baseline conditions, that are at the surface shall be collected and 
disposed at the edge of the field away from wetlands.  

• Upon approval of the subsoil decompaction and the stone removal by the Inspector, the 
topsoil will be applied to match adjacent grades.  

• Agricultural land restoration will be completed when soils are not excessively wet, frozen, or 
incapable of vegetative stabilization. 

 
28. Will the state agricultural department or an independent agronomist monitor soil conditions 

annually during the 30-year lease to ensure the land remains viable for farming? 
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A construction stormwater permit would be required for the decommissioning of the Project, and 
monitors will be required to ensure the site is restored properly. Monitoring during the operation 
phase would not be necessary. Refer to response 10 provided in the Traczyk interrogatories for 
more information regarding the soil health improvement following operational phase of the 
project. 

Heat, Climate & Micro-Environment 

Exhibits Referenced: Exhibit A (pp. 12–13, 20–21), Environmental Impact Studies (if submitted) 
 

29. Have you performed heat-island modeling to estimate how panel surfaces will raise ambient air 
and soil temperatures compared to open farmland? 
 
No, GPS has not completed heat island monitoring, and it is not required by the Council. See 
responses to Berube Interrogatories 7 through 9. 
 

30. Could elevated ground temperatures increase the risk of vegetation drying and wildfire during 
summer months? 
 
GPS is not aware of any scientific studies that demonstrate heat-related stress on adjacent crops, 
livestock, or wildlife. See responses to Berube Interrogatories 7 through 9. 
 

31. What safeguards are planned to prevent heat-related stress on neighboring crops, livestock, or 
wildlife? 
 
GPS is not aware of any scientific studies that demonstrate heat-related stress on adjacent crops, 
livestock, or wildlife. See responses to Berube Interrogatories 7 through 9. 
 

32. Will GPS share the life-cycle carbon footprint of the entire project, including panel manufacturing, 
installation, and eventual disposal, to allow a true climate-impact assessment? 
 
GPS will complete and provide a life-cycle carbon footprint assessment if required by the 
Council. 

Local Farming & Economic Equity 

Exhibits Referenced: Exhibit A (pp. 12–13, 20–21), Vegetation Management Plans (if submitted) 
 

33. How will importing a commercial sheep operation from outside Broad Brook financially benefit 
local farmers? 
 
The sheep professional is Connecticut-based and sources and sells materials in local markets to 
the extent practicable. This increase of sheep grazing in CT will create new job opportunities for 
meat processing and wool fiber.  
 

34. Who has been contracted to manage the sheep grazing operation, and is the contractor based in 
Broad Brook or the surrounding region? If the contractor is not local, explain why local farmers 
were not prioritized for grazing contracts or vegetation management agreements, and provide 
documentation of any outreach or selection process. 
 
GPS interviewed a few sheep professionals; however, there is no contract at this time. GPS is 
planning to employ Ravenwood Farms and is coordinating periodically with the farmer 



regarding the Expansion and its schedule. Ravenwood Farms has extensive experience and is 
focused full-time on their farming business. Ravenwood Farms also sources and sells materials in 
local markets to the extent practical. 
 

35. Can GPS guarantee that any revenue from sheep grazing or land maintenance will remain in the 
local economy? 
 
Ravenwood Farms is Connecticut-based and is focused on sourcing and selling materials in local 
markets to the extent practicable. 
 

36. If sheep grazing fails to maintain soil fertility or vegetation control, what backup plan protects the 
soil from degradation and invasive species? 
 
Sheep grazing and stabilizing the site with a meadow habitat will preserve and enhance soil 
fertility. Stabilizing the site from wind and water erosion will also assist with preserving the 
existing soil conditions.  
 

37. Please identify and explain the proposed financial arrangement under which Gravel Pit Solar 
(GPS), as the landowner, intends to pay a local farmer to graze sheep on the project site. 
Specifically, why is GPS paying the farmer rather than receiving payment for the grazing rights, 
and what terms (lease, service contract, maintenance agreement, or otherwise) govern this 
arrangement? Include in your response the expected duration, payment amounts, and 
responsibilities of each party, including any public subsidies or tax credits tied to agricultural use. 
 
GPS objects to this interrogatory, as it seeks confidential, proprietary, commercial information 
not relevant to the Council’s consideration of the issues set forth in the relevant statutes.  
 

Historical & Cultural Stewardship 

Exhibits Referenced: Exhibit A (pp. 12–13), Exhibit P (Decommissioning), SHPO (if consulted) 
 

38. Has GPS consulted with state agricultural historians on preserving soils that have produced tobacco 
and other crops since colonial times? 
 
Connecticut does not have state agricultural historians at CT State Historic Preservation Office 
(“SHPO”). Consultation with SHPO is ongoing. 
 

39. What binding mechanism ensures that after decommissioning, the land is legally returned to active 
agricultural use and not sold for industrial development? 
 
Decommissioning the Expansion is a requirement from the State of Connecticut. Refer to the GPS 
commitment to future farming practices provided in Exhibit C of the Council Interrogatory 
response.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Operational & Maintenance Oversight 

Exhibits Referenced: Exhibit H (Operations & Maintenance), Exhibit Q (Emergency 
Management), Exhibit A (pp. 14–16) 

 
40. What specific mechanisms (e.g., independent third-party audits, annual compliance reports) will 

ensure that all safety, environmental, and soil-testing commitments are monitored and enforced 
throughout the 30-year lease? 
 
GPS complies with all statutes, regulations, and requirements applicable to this proceeding and 
within the jurisdiction of the Council and other state authorities over the Project. 
 

41. Will GPS agree to fund regular third-party inspections and share results with the Connecticut Siting 
Council and the public? 
 
GPS will fund third-party erosion control inspections by a qualified inspector and by the local 
Conservation District throughout construction and for a period of 2 years following construction 
completion.  

Decommissioning Guarantees 

Exhibits Referenced: Exhibit P (Decommissioning), Exhibit A (pp. 12–13) 
 

42. What financial instruments (escrow account, performance bond, letter of credit, or other) will be 
established to guarantee full decommissioning and soil restoration regardless of project ownership 
changes or corporate insolvency? 
 
GPS complies with all statutes, regulations, and requirements applicable to this proceeding. If 
GPS transferred the facility to another entity, GPS would provide the Council with a written 
agreement as to the entity responsible for all obligations and conditions of the Certificate. 
 

43. What is the guaranteed timeline for completing full decommissioning and agricultural restoration 
once operations cease, and what penalties will apply if deadlines are missed? 
 
GPS expects decommissioning to take approximately one year to complete. The soil restoration 
measure will begin following the decommissioning construction activities. It is anticipated that 
the site will be fully restored in one to two growing seasons.  

Community Impact, Noise & Complaint Resolution 

Exhibits Referenced: Exhibit H (Operations & Maintenance), Exhibit L (Visual/Noise Impact), 
Exhibit A (pp. 14–16) 

 
44. What predictive noise modeling has been performed for inverters, transformers, or other equipment, 

and what decibel levels are expected at the nearest homes during day and night? 
 
Noise modeling was completed as a cumulative analysis for the Approved Project and the 
proposed Expansion. The results of this modeling show that during operations, noise will not 
exceed CT DEEP noise standards. The results of the noise modeling are publicly available on the 
Council’s website at the link below. 
 
Exhibit O - Acoustical Study 

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/csc/1_dockets-medialibrary/media_do400-499/do492/motiontoreopen04_29_2025/certificateholderssubmissions/motion_expansionfiling/17-exhibit-o---acoustical-study.pdf?rev=f9cc41d0bf0647b4bcedb505d499aa94&hash=68D3053093077E8A64143E3EAE24C5FB


 
45. What specific noise-mitigation measures (e.g., acoustic fencing, equipment placement, operational 

curfews) will be implemented if post-construction monitoring exceeds predicted levels? 
 
As the noise modeling indicates that the noise from operations of the Expansion will comply with 
CT DEEP noise standards, no mitigation measures are proposed. Inverters will be located at 
least 200 feet from abutting property lines to comply with the new CT DEEP requirements.  
 

 It is not anticipated that the post-construction noise levels will not exceed the predicted levels 
presented in Exhibit O of the application narrative. 

 
Exhibit O - Acoustical Study 
 

46. If residents experience persistent noise, odor, glare, or other nuisances, what formal complaint 
process will GPS provide? 

a) What telephone numbers, email addresses, or online portals will be maintained for public 
use? 

b) What guaranteed response times and escalation procedures will ensure that complaints 
are addressed promptly? 

c) Who within GPS or its contractors will have ultimate decision-making authority to 
resolve complaints? 

d) Given that East Windsor First Selectman Jason Bowza has publicly complained that other 
in town solar developers have previously ignored and failed to address persistent noise 
complaints from town office officials and residents, what safeguards will GPS implement 
to ensure that similar complaints are neither overlooked nor left unresolved? 

 
a) The service list provided by the Council provides contact information for GPS 

representatives for questions during the permitting and construction phase of the Project. 
During operation phases, the phone number listed on project gates can be used to 
contact the site operational team. All complaints can be made to the Council. 
 

b) GPS will respond promptly upon receipt of the complaint. Depending on the complaint, 
there may need to be an investigation required to understand the issue. If the complaint 
cannot be resolved at the site or field level, it will be escalated to DESRI management. 

 
c) GPS Management will have the ultimate decision and authority to resolve a complicated 

complaint following any required investigation. 
 

d) GPS/DESRI is committed to responding promptly and transparently to all public and 
stakeholder complaints, including the First Selectman office for all phases of the project. 
GPS cannot speak for a different company, but GPS has been responsive to the First 
Selectman office and other departments. 

 

Water & Ground Conditions 

Exhibits Referenced: Exhibit G (Soil Science), Exhibit A (pp. 12–13, 20–21), Stormwater 
Management Plans (if submitted) 

 
47. What stormwater management and erosion-control measures will be installed to prevent 

contamination of local waterways, wetlands, or wells during both construction and operations? 
 

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/csc/1_dockets-medialibrary/media_do400-499/do492/motiontoreopen04_29_2025/certificateholderssubmissions/motion_expansionfiling/17-exhibit-o---acoustical-study.pdf?rev=f9cc41d0bf0647b4bcedb505d499aa94&hash=68D3053093077E8A64143E3EAE24C5FB


All permanent and temporary stormwater management and erosion controls can be on the site 
plans contained in the Motion to Reopen Exhibit C – Site Plans.  As noted in Exhibit C, 
permanent stormwater management measures include stormwater infiltration basins and 
conveyance swales along with a stable vegetated cover across the array footprint. Temporary 
erosion controls during construction include the use of silt fence, straw wattles and compost filter 
socks, anti-tracking construction pads, stable access roads, and sediment traps. 
 

48. Will GPS conduct baseline and periodic groundwater testing for heavy metals or PFAS and share 
results with the public and local health departments? 
 
Baseline studies for the presence of pesticides in existing soil have occurred, and no other studies 
are planned for the Expansion. As stated in response to Interrogatory 10 above and the Council 
Interrogatory 76, GPS will complete TCLP testing to demonstrate that the panels will not contain 
hazardous materials. 

Wildlife & Habitat Protection 

Exhibits Referenced: Environmental Impact Studies (if submitted), Exhibit A (pp. 12–13) 
 

49. What studies have been performed on impacts to pollinators, migratory birds, and local wildlife, 
and what mitigation measures will be implemented if adverse effects are detected? 
 
See response to Traczyk Interrogatory 7. No adverse impacts on these species are expected. The 
proposed protection measures will benefit protected and non-protected wildlife. GPS will 
incorporate pollinator species into the project seed mixes, that will enhance the pollinator habitat 
especially in the active agricultural lands.  

Legal & Regulatory Compliance 

Exhibits Referenced: Exhibit P (Decommissioning), Exhibit Q (Emergency Management) 
 

50. How will GPS ensure compliance with future changes in state or municipal zoning, noise, or 
environmental regulations over the life of the project? 
 
GPS does not wish to opine on a hypothetical but will comply with any applicable changes in 
law.  
 

51. If the project is sold or transferred, what legally binding covenants will guarantee that all complaint-
response obligations, monitoring programs, and financial assurances remain enforceable? 
 
See response to Interrogatory 22 above. 
 

52. In Exhibit L – Visibility Assessment (pp. 21 & 24), the applicant describes a “large dilapidated and 
abandoned tobacco barn” and states that “the barn appears to be in a dilapidated state, suggesting 
abandonment.” 

a) Will the applicant commit to preserving this barn in place as a historic and cultural 
resource? 

b) If not, what specific alternatives will the applicant offer to ensure the barn’s historical 
significance is respected? 

c) If the applicant declines preservation or mitigation, will the applicant object to the 
Connecticut Siting Council imposing a condition requiring an alternative solution? 
 



It is unclear which barn of interest is being referenced in this interrogatory. Specific to Exhibit L 
– Cumulative Visibility Assessment, GPS is proposing to remove the one tobacco shed from 
Viewpoint 40 (p. 21 of Exhibit L) in the report referenced above. The tobacco shed from 
Viewpoint 43 (p. 24 of Exhibit L) will remain in place. 

 
GPS has been in consultation with the state’s SHPO. In correspondence from SHPO, GPS is 
proposing the following measures, which SHPO has requested be included as a requirement for 
approving the Expansion: 

 
• The four tobacco sheds will be dismantled by hand. Lumber that can be suitably 

reused will be stored on site and used to repair the remaining tobacco sheds 
within the larger Gravel Pit Solar Project. 

• An additional $80,000 will be added to the budget of the larger Tobacco Shed 
Survey Project being funded by GPS to account for the removal of the four sheds. 
 

Gravel Pit Solar has commissioned Heritage Consultants to inventory existing tobacco structures 
in the Connecticut River Valley for the SHPO. As part of the Expansion, Gravel Pit Solar will 
allocate $10,000 for the production of an educational book centering on tobacco farming in 
Connecticut. Final design and content of the educational book will be submitted to SHPO for 
review and comment prior to completion. This report will be available to the public and will help 
preserve state, regional, and local history. 

 
c.) See response b above. 


