c CONNECTICUT Department of Economic and Community Development

May 1, 2025

Mr. David R. George
Heritage Consultants
PO Box 310249
Newington, CT 06131

Subject: Gravel Pit Solar Expansion Project
017-66-022 - MARKOWSKI DOROTHY L TRUSTEE &EDWARD JR & JOHN
029-68-010 - SLATTERY WILLIAM J & CALLAHAN JOHN PAUL TRUSTEE
029-68-011 - MULNITE LEONARD A
East Windsor, Connecticut

Dear Mr. George:

The State Historic Preservation Office has reviewed the information in response to your
request for comments concerning the above matter. It is this office’s understanding that the
project proponent seeks to add the proposed 30-megawatt (MW) AC solar photovoltaic
electric generating facility, located off Barber Hill Road, East Windsor, to the existing Gravel Pit
Solar Project. Our office previously commented on this project in a letter dated December 22,
2021. Please note a previous letter for this project, dated December 16, 2024, inadvertently
listed incorrect lot numbers.

Since that time, the new Project Proponent has proposed to remove the three standing
tobacco sheds located within the parcels. As previously communicated, tobacco sheds are
an increasingly threatened resource within the Connecticut River Valley; their demolition
would result in an adverse effect to historic resources. Finding no prudent and feasible

alternative to their demolition, the Project Proponent has proposed the following items to
mitigate the adverse effect:

- The three tobacco sheds will be dismantled by hand. Lumber that can be suitably
reused will be stored on site and used to repair the remaining tobacco sheds within
the larger Gravel Pit Solar Project;

- An additional $60,000 will be added to the budget of the larger Tobacco Shed Survey
Project being funded by the Project Proponent; and
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- An additional $10,000 will be allocated for the production of an educational book
centering on tobacco farming in Connecticut. Final design and content will be
submitted to SHPO for review and comment prior to completion.

SHPO formally requests that the above be included as a requirement for project approval.

The State Historic Preservation Office appreciates the opportunity to review and comment
upon this project. For further information please contact Marena Wisniewski, Environmental

Reviewer, at (860) 500-2357 or marena.wisniewski@ct.gov.

Sincerely,

Jonathan Kinney
State Historic Preservation Officer

eginning July 15th, will only be accepting review requests submitted through our online portal.
*Beginning July 15th, SHPO will only b pting revii q bmitted through linep I.*
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