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Dear Members of the Siting Council, 

Respectfully, I am asking for your help regarding a matter taking place in my hometown of East 
Windsor. East Windsor currently has a disproportionate share of grid scale solar installations of the 
169 towns in Connecticut. We have 23%!!! Our representative, Dr. Jamie Foster, although not anti-
renewable energy, has been very involved in opposition to more solar installations in our 
community. We share in her opposition to future solar expansion in East Windsor. She feels East 
Windsor has done more than its fair share in hosting these utilities in our town. The concerns of 
East Windsor’s residents continue to be ignored as the Council approves more utility scale 
installations, including an installation already built approximately 100 feet from my neighborhood. 
Over 10% of East Windsor’s population had signed a petition to halt the expansion of Gravel Pit 
Solar (Docket 492). We did not support the reopening of this docket, though the CT Siting 
Council approved it. Also, there is also talk of a future petition, Saltbox Solar, which would 
completely box in our small neighborhood with solar arrays. Large scale utilities do not belong 
in neighborhoods, as we’re sure you would agree. 

We moved to East Windsor five years ago and planned to retire here to enjoy the beautiful sunsets 
across from the farmland surrounding our home, old New England barns as well as enjoying the 
wildlife that was present when we first moved here. A couple of years after moving in, a solar 
developer built a utility scale solar installation, currently owned by Nextera, approximately 100 feet 
from our home.  Living next to this eyesore has been a constant source of frustration. There is 
constant whirring noise, there have been explosions, fires and electrical malfunctions. Thankfully 
our volunteer fire department contained the fire before it spread to the panels.  

While I fully support the broader goals toward renewable energy sources, I believe that the current 
plans for solar development in our town present several significant concerns that need to be 
addressed. Many proposed solar sites are located on land that is currently used for agriculture or is 
home to valuable wildlife habitats. Converting these areas into solar farms will disrupt local 
ecosystems and reduce the availability of farmland. We no longer see the bobcats, deer and wild 
turkeys that were present when we first moved into our home. After the solar arrays have served 
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their useful lifespan, it is very difficult and expensive to restore the soil to farming. Additionally, the 
aesthetic changes brought about by large solar installations are significantly altering the character 
of East Windsor and my neighborhood. We invite any of the Council members to come to our home 
and to see for yourself how the landscape of our town is being altered. Many residents value our 
town's rural charm, and the solar arrays detract from the scenic beauty that attracts people to our 
community. It is essential to consider how these developments will affect the quality of life for 
residents, as well as our largest investment, our homes. The value of our homes is being 
greatly diminished. 

Governor Lamont has stressed that development of renewable energy needs to be balanced and 
respectful of private property rights. There is no balance in East Windsor, in fact some have 
joked East Windsor is the solar capital of the Northeast; we don’t want to be! The vast majority 
of the solar development applications are approved by the Siting Council, and the process is 
extremely lopsided in favor of the solar developers and their law firms. DEEP is encouraging 
“fast tracking” solar projects on their website and the Governor and Siting Council continue to 
ignore our community’s requests to stop the unfairness and environmental imbalance taking place 
in East Windsor. Our town is being targeted for some reason, and we seek your assistance in 
this matter. Enough is enough, East Windsor has done our part in meeting the renewable 
energy requirements. 

We are asking for your assistance in stopping the Gravel Pit solar expansion, and future solar 
applications such as Saltbox Solar in East Windsor. It is crucial that we find solutions that respect 
both our commitment to renewable energy and the needs of our community. 

Thank you for your attention to this important issue. 

Sincerely, 

Craig and Stephanie Phillips 
 

 

  


