
Date: 9/24/25 

To: Melanie Bachman 

Executive Director 

Connecticut Siting Council 

10 Franklin Sq  

New Britain CT 06051 

RE: Docket No. 492A  

 

Amanda Berube Cover Letter & Interrogatories 

 

My name is Amanda Berube. I have been a resident of East Windsor for almost 3 years 
and have been a Connecticut resident for over 32 years. My husband and I began 
building our home at 309 East Rd in Broad Brook prior to the installation of the solar 
facility on East and Middle Rd that is currently owned by Nextera. Had we known the 
significant issues this facility would bring into our everyday lives, we would not have 
built our home here. We have been directly impacted by the solar developments in our 
town and thoroughly oppose any further solar development for various reasons, 
including but not limited to our personal experience living next to one of the facilities 
where fire, explosions, dying vegetation, and incessant noise consume our every day 
lives. The tremendous loss of farmland, open space, and forest in our town has been 
devastating. We are 1 in 169 towns in the state, yet our small, rural farm town 
disproportionately holds over 23% of the solar in the entire state. There is absolutely no 
balance and residents are struggling to feel heard. We have over 1000 signatures on a 
petition opposing this expansion and further solar development. Our Planning & Zoning 
office and commission have also spoken and our regulations reflect that grid-scale solar is 
not allowed in our town. We as a collective feel that we have done our part for green energy 
in the state and that enough is enough. I am urging you to please, deny this proposal of 
further expansion and destruction of our town, farmland, forest, and neighborhoods.  

Below you will find a list of Interrogatories pertaining to Docket 492A. 

 

Thank you, 

Amanda Berube 



 
Wildlife Preservation 
 
Reference: Exhibit I – Natural Diversity Database Findings and Conservation Measures 
Report (pp. 1–22) 
 
1. Your narrative emphasizes species-specific mitigation for turtles and a few listed 
birds. What measures will you take to protect the broader ecosystem, such as 
pollinators, amphibians, and edge-dwelling species that are also important for farmland 
and woodland health? Please provide any written plans or agency guidance you relied 
on. 
 
2. What long-term adaptive management plan will you implement if post-construction 
monitoring shows greater wildlife impacts than predicted?  How often will monitoring 
reports be constructed? What are the exact thresholds you’ll use to decide action is 
needed, what steps will you take, and who signs off on those changes?  
 
3. How will you ensure habitat connectivity is preserved, given that fencing and cleared 
areas will fragment wildlife corridors? Please show how your design preserves habitat 
connectivity, and provide any maps or studies you’ve done on this. 

 

Noise 
 
Reference: Exhibit O – Acoustical Study (pp. 1–47) 
 
4. The noise study models “worst case” with tracking motors, but the project is fixed-tilt. 
Can you explain how you will monitor for low-frequency inverter tonal noise, which is 
often a source of community complaints? Provide the monitoring protocol for inverter 
tonal noise (especially low‑frequency bands at 31.5 Hz and 63 Hz), explain how you will 
continuously monitor this and what is your action plan on how you will address 
complaints if they arise? 
 
5. Construction noise may be exempt under state standards, but have you assessed 
cumulative impacts if gravel pit activity or other nearby projects occur simultaneously? 
Provide any cumulative modeling or confirm none was done. 
 
6. What measures will you take to minimize nighttime disturbances during construction, 
including deliveries, lighting, or backup generator use? Please provide the written 
schedule, policy, or other documentation that governs these activities. If no such 
document exists, please confirm that. 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Urban Heat Island / Microclimate 
 
Reference: Exhibit L – Cumulative Visibility Assessment (pp. 1–36); Exhibit H – 
Operations & Maintenance Plan (pp. 1–28) 
 
7. Urban heat islands create negative impacts such as increased energy consumption 
for residents due to more air conditioning needed, worse air quality, and heightened 
risks for heat-related illnesses and fatalities. Solar panels absorb and radiate heat. Your 
application highlights regional carbon reduction but does not address the localized “heat 
island effect” that can occur with large-scale solar arrays. Have the potential effects of 
the urban heat island for an array of this magnitude been studied and if so provide the 
results. Explain what remedies you will put in place to address the added heat. 
 
8. Will you commit to vegetation management practices as a condition of approval to 
maintaining native meadow cover under and between panels to offset localized heat 
buildup? 
 
9. Provide any analysis of how panel heat and reflectivity from the entire Gravel Pit 
Solar project, including the proposed expansion, could affect microclimates around 
Ketch Brook wetlands and surrounding farmland soils. If such analysis exists, produce it 
in full. If no analysis has been conducted for either the original project or the expansion, 
confirm that and explain why no study was carried out.  
 
 
Land Preservation  
 
Reference: Exhibit R – Agricultural Soils Protection Plan (pp. 1–19) 
 
10. In the Gravel Pit Solar expansion, GPS/DESRI has proposed setting aside only 
about 5 acres for farming and 70 acres for conservation, while taking a far larger 
amount of productive farmland out of use; 330 acres of woodlands have already been lost 
with this project as well as 230 acres of farmland. The community does not see this as an 
appropriate balance. Given the site’s agricultural value and alignment with local and 
state conservation priorities, will GPS/DESRI commit to placing the parcels near Jessie 
Lane, especially those parallel and adjacent to this residential neighborhood and those 
with forest (including but not limited to Lot 050-63-004, Lot 050-64-006, Lot 060-82-001, 
Lot 050-001-0000, and Lot 060-005-0000) into permanent farmland/forest preservation 
or open space through an agricultural easement, so that this subdivision is protected 
from further solar siting, no more forest is destroyed, and the community gains lasting 
benefits that balance renewable energy with land stewardship?  
 



 
 
 
 
 
Fire Risk 
 
Reference: Exhibit H – Operations & Maintenance Plan (pp. 12–18); Exhibit E – 
Emergency Management and Evacuation Plan (pp. 1–24) 
 
11. Identify the specific fire suppression systems that will be installed on each site and 
provide supporting design documentation? 
 
12. What’s the grassland management plan under and around the panels to reduce fire 
spread risk in dry season? Provide a written plan or confirm none exists 
 
 
Lightning Strikes  
 
13. There is no explicit lightning strike analysis done for this project in the record.  
Lightning strikes are very common in the area. How will the system prevent panel 
damage, arc faults, or ground surge propagation? Provide any internal studies, risk 
assessments, or engineering memos on lightning hazards. If none exists, confirm that. 
 
14. How will you coordinate with the local fire departments on lightning specific hazards 
to high-voltage equipment? Provide any correspondence or agreements. 
 
 
Emergency Management 
 
Reference: Exhibit Q – Emergency Management and Evacuation Plan (pp. 1–24) 
 
15. Emergency vehicle access is not thoroughly discussed, despite acknowledging that 
much of the property is “remote, uneven terrain and not readily accessible by 
emergency vehicles”. What is the plan for emergency vehicle access in these 
areas? Please provide maps showing this access.  
 
16. While GPS identifies local responders (East Windsor & South Windsor police/fire), 
there is no evidence of signed agreements, memoranda of understanding, or confirmed 
equipment compatibility for emergencies. Do the local fire departments/responders 
mentioned have training/equipment to handle energized PV fires?  Please provide 
documentation on any training provided and to what departments.  Please provide a list 
of equipment needed to respond to a large scale fire and if our local department has 
that equipment. 
 



17. Provide the written evacuation procedures for workers and nearby residents in case 
of an emergency.  
 


