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THE CHAI RMAN. Good eveni ng, | adies and
gentlemen. 1'd like to call to order this hearing
of the Connecticut Siting Council today, Tuesday
Sept enber 18, 2018, approximately 6:30 p. m

My nane is Robin Stein. |'m Chairnman of
t he Connecticut Siting Council. Oher nenbers of
the Council here are Senator Janmes Mirphy;

M. Hannon, who's designee fromthe Departnent of
Energy and Environmental Protection; M. Edel son;
and M. Harder.

Menbers of the Council staff present are
Attorney Mel ani e Bachman, our Executive Director;
and Robert Mercier, our siting anal yst.

This is a continuation of a hearing that
began at 3 p.m this afternoon. Copies of the
heari ng program and Council's citizen guide to
siting Council procedures are avail able for
menbers of the public in the back, and al so |
believe there's a sign-up sheet for those who
haven't signed up and w sh to.

The hearing is held pursuant to the
provisions of Title 16 of the Connecticut General
Statutes and of the Uniform Adm ni strative
Procedure Act upon an application fromCellco

Partnership d/b/a Verizon Wreless for a
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certificate of environnental conpatibility and
public need for the construction, maintenance and
operation of a telecomunications facility | ocated
at one of three proposed |ocations at 72 Ragged
H 1l Road in Ponfret, Connecticut.

The application was received by the
Council on July 9, 2018. This application is also
governed by the Tel econmuni cati ons Act of 1996
whi ch i s adm ni stered by the Federal
Communi cati ons Conm ssion. This act prohibits
this Council from considering health effects of
radi of requency em ssions on hunman heal th and
wldlife to the extent the em ssions fromtowers
are within the federal accepted safe |imt
standard, which standard is also followed by the
State Departnent of Public Health.

The federal act also prohibits this
Council fromdiscrimnating between and anobngst
provi ders of functionally equival ent services.
This neans that if one carrier already provides
service for an area, other carriers have the right
to conpete and provide service in the sane area.

The applicant published notice of the
filing of the application to the Council in the

Bulletin on July 5th and July 6, 2018. The
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Council's legal notice of the date and tinme of
this hearing was published in the Bulletin on
August 6, 2018.

Upon this Council's request the
applicant erected three signs on the subject
property so as to informthe public of the nane of
the applicant, type of facility, hearing date and
| ocation, and contact infornmation for the Council.
This afternoon nenbers of the Council's staff and
public personally conducted a field review of the
proposed sites in order to observe firsthand the
potential effects of this proposal.

Thi s hearing toni ght has been reserved
for the public to nake short statenents into the
record. These statenents are not subject to
questions fromthe applicant or the Council, and
menbers of the public making statenents may not
ask questions of the applicant or Council. These
statenents wll becone part of the record for
Council consideration. As | nentioned before,
there is a sign-up sheet avail able for those who
w sh.

As a remnder to all, off-the-record
communi cation wth a nenber of the Council or a

menber of the Council staff upon the nerits of
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this application is prohibited by | aw.

I wish to note that the applicant
including their representatives are not allowed to
participate in the public coment session. | also
W sh to note for those who are here and for the
benefit of your friends and nei ghbors who are
unable to join us for the public comment session,
that you or they may send witten statenents to
the Council within 30 days of the date hereof and
such witten statenents will be given the sane
wei ght as if spoken at the hearing.

We ask each person naking a public
statenent in the proceedings to confine his or her
statenents to the subject natter before the
Council, and to avoi d unreasonable repetition so
that we may hear all of the concerns you and your
nei ghbors may have. Pl ease be advised that the
Council cannot answer questions fromthe public
about the proposal.

A verbatimtranscript will be made of
this hearing and deposited at the Ponfret,
Eastford and Wodst ock Town Clerk offices for the
conveni ence of the public.

And before I call on nenbers of the

public to nake statenments | would |like to request
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that the applicant nake a very brief presentation
describing the facility, where it's | ocated, why
it's necessary and what alternatives were
i nvesti gat ed.

DAVI D VEEI NPAHL: Thank you,
M. Chai r man.

My nane is David Weinpahl. 1'mthe
proj ect engineer for Verizon Wreless on this
application. 1'll go over briefly the project at
72 Ragged Hi Il road.

Veri zon has three possible | ocations for
this facility. W have a site A, a site B, and a
site C Site Awas an original location that was
presented in a public informati on neeting
approxi mately one year ago in town, which would
consi st of a 150-foot tower.

Subsequent to that neeting Verizon wth
the landl ord | ooked into other options and
| ocations on this property and devel oped a site B
| ocation further inland, which would al so be a
150-foot tower. And further inland fromthat
woul d be a 130-foot tower.

All the facilities would be nearly
identical at the base plans. Over on this board

it's indicated a 50-by-50 fence conpound,
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equi pnment cabi nets at the base on a 16-by-10
concrete pad and public -- electric utilities
comng into the facility. The site would be

conpl etely secured and | ocked and ant ennas woul d
be | ocated at the top of the tower. Presently
there are six antennas total proposed at this tine
on the structure.

That briefly summari zes the project in
t hat regard.

You want to tal k about the RF needs,
Jay?

JUAN "JAY" LATORRE: (Good eveni ng
everyone. M nane is Jay Latorre. |I'ma
radi of requency engi neer with Verizon. The
proposal that is in front of the public and the
Siting Council tonight, as M. Winpahl nentioned,
is for a new nonopole tower that will, should it
be approved, be in one of three |ocations
identified at 72 Ragged H || Road in Ponfret.

The prinmary purpose of this facility is
to provi de enhanced coverage in areas of Northwest
Ponfret as well as areas of Wuodstock and portions
of Eastford.

The facility wll help alleviate a

significant coverage gap experienced in this area.
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The enhanced services will allow Verizon custoners
to take advantage of Verizon's 4G LTE service
whi ch provides both voice and data service at a

hi gh speed and high reliability level to

cust omer s.

In addition to the enhanced services
that will be delivered to this facility, wth its
devel opnent the facility will be able to better

al l ow our custoners that may live, work or go to
school in the surrounding areas to seanl essly nove
t hrough the area on main interstates w thout
dropping calls or |losing data transm ssi ons.

We have a nunber of different facilities
in and around the towns of Eastford, Ponfret,
Wyodstock, and this facility will work very well
comruni cating with the adjacent facilities to nake
sure that the Verizon Wrel ess experience in this

area i s as ubi quitous and as continuous as

possi bl e.
Thank you.
THE CHAIRVAN: Okay. 1'd like to call
t hose who have signed up. | apologize in advance
if I mspronounce your nanes. The first
i ndi vi dual who signed is JimHearn. |If you pl ease

cone up. Use the mc. Thank you. And if you
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want to just spell your | ast nanme to make sure our
st enographer gets it, and if you want to gi ve us
your address you can.

JIMHEARN. Sure. M nane is Jim Hearn

HEARN | live at 105 Ragged H || Road.
First off, I want to begin with a note
of thanks to the Siting Council -- and al so extend

an advance apol ogy.

I was here for the three o' cl ock for
t hose of you that weren't, and the Siting
Council -- and particularly M. Mercier asked a
great deal of questions. So it showed nme that you
actually really read the application. |'ve been
to sone neetings were sone people hadn't. So | do
appreci ate that. You know, a nunber of ny
questions that | picked up from going through the
application were asked by the nenbers. So thank
you for that.

If it sounds like |I have an attitude, |
do, because | have lived in Ponfret for 15 years.
My wife and | have been married for just under 42.
| nean, we're less than 30 days away from 42
years. W've lived in five states, owned el even
properties. And each tine we went to buy a house

we spent a consi derabl e anount of tine | ooking at
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t he adj oi ni ng ar ea.

Pre-Internet -- |I'molder than the
Internet -- | worked for Dun & Bradstreet. So we
travel ed around with the D&B reference book. For
those of you that are not famliar with Dun &
Bradstreet, D&B, they have a 36-mllion different
busi nesses file includi ng denographi c busi ness
operations, |lawsuits, anything.

So | | ooked to see what ki nds of
nei ghbors we woul d have fromthe commerci al
community. So we spent six nonths sel ecting our
property on 105 Ragged Hi Il Road. | took a job up
in Worcester in March of 2003. It wasn't until
Sept enber when | was convinced that 105 Ragged
H 1l was the place to build a hone.

Li ke ny nei ghbors on Ragged Hi Il --
was the | ast house. They didn't even have cable
on the street until | built ny house, because the
popul ati on density wasn't | arge enough. So as |
said, if | seemto have a little bit of an
attitude | apol ogi ze, because we spent what we
t hought were exhaustive efforts to find a | ocation
to build our hone for our famly. W have four
ki ds.

What | didn't hear in the application --
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and | know sonme of it, you know -- by the way, |I'm
al so going to present witten comments, because |
know we' re supposed to be short tonight.

But there's no health or financial
concerns that have been raised at every neeting
that |I've been at -- but it's not in the
application. It wasn't addressed today. People
here have each tine -- and the only neeting |I've
m ssed that |I'maware of was the one in August,
because | was already commtted to being away on
August 15th. | had to be down in New Jersey for a
series of business neetings.

But each tine we brought up health and
financial concerns. And for people who | know
that they're advocates who -- and | understand
that there's no enpirical evidence that absolutely
says that this will happen to humans if they are
wthin a certain distance of the radio towers.

But if you watched your news at all this
week what you saw was a conmpbn nedi cal practice in
noder n nmedi ci ne of taking a baby aspirin was
called into question. And there are a bunch of
peopl e who have been taking baby aspirins for a
| ong period of tinme thinking it was going to

prevent strokes and heart attacks -- are now bei ng
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advi sed to go back and speak to your doctor.

So ny point is, we don't know. So you
know, you can't just dism ss a concern on the
medi cal just because there's no |ong-term
enpirical study that says that there is no
negati ve i npact right now.

I have read a nunber of articles and
online references. To those that have a
conprom sed i nmune system it can be deadly for
themto be in close proximty, and | don't think
anybody can argue with that. There are many cases
out there where people were identified as havi ng
t hat .

My next big concern is financial, and
|"ve got a couple points of interest on that one.
The U.S. Departnent of Housing and U ban
Devel opnent, HUD, considers cell towers to be
hazards and nui sances. So our federal governnent
calls it a hazard and a nuisance. This isn't a
| ocal issue. This is the federal governnent.

If you read further there are certain
restrictions where FHA | oans cannot be approved
for an individual location in that for -- again,
|*'mbeing repetitive here. | screwed up what |

wanted to say.
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FHA | oans may not be approved if they're
wthin the fall zone of a tower. |If the property
is within the easenent area, an adjuster, the
apprai ser has to conmment on the presence of -- and
they give all range of towers. [It's not just cel
towers, but all range of itens. And they have to
docunent an adverse, any adverse effect on the
financial marketability or sale of that house, the
price of that house.

Currently Fanni e Mae and Freddi e Mac
w |l also both accept |oans for transm ssion
tower, but they also require -- again, the
apprai ser has to docunent in the appraisal if in
fact there is, and what the proximty is to a cell
tower, and again other towers along with it, but a
cell tower is specifically called out on that.

So |like anything in real estate,
proximty and the inpact on the viewis going to
be judged on a case-by-case basis, wth the towers
that are close to residences are going to have
mar ketability -- and | will address that in ny
witten, but there have been studies that have
shown that up to 95 percent of the peopl e when
asked if they would buy a hone that has a cell or

transm ssion tower near it -- and this is a 2014
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survey. So this isn't ancient history. This
isn't New Zeal and or Australia, or sone other
place. This is driven out of the United States,
that the marketability can be very severe in a
negative way. And that's that point | started out
wth to ny neighbors and fri ends.

For 30-odd years that we | ooked for a
house we purposely bought homes away fromsites
like that. W nade a significant effort. W did
not want to be exposed to it. | paid a premnm um
for ny lot. | paid way nore than | thought the
ot was worth, but | wanted that | ot because it
was away from everything that was out there.

My last point is that today we heard a
lot -- for those of you who may have been here at
the three o'clock -- fromthe Verizon engi neers.
We heard a | ot of concerns about increased ability
for upl oad and downl oad for in-vehicle standards.

Honestly, |1've lived here for 15 years.
| travel ed these roads every day. 1In the
application there are about three areas where it
was identified where calls are frequent, and |I'm
working off the top of ny head, but | wll
docunent it in ny witten notes -- that you're

tal king about a one mle stretch on 44, 98 and
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244, 1t's in the application. So we, the
residents face sone significant inpact to our
| ives and the decisions that we've nade about
l'iving here for enhanced coverage.

As was acknow edged today at three
o' clock, our area is very lightly popul ated and
has nomnal daily traffic. So what you're doi ng
if you approve putting a cell tower in Ponfret on
the site is you're doing it for the benefit of the
transi ent popul ati on that cruises through Ponfret.
You' re not doing it for those of us that live
here and have nmade a decision. The | argest
i nvestnent we're ever going to nake in our lives
is our hone, and you're not doing it for us.

|'ve been at every neeting other than
August and not one resident has stood up and said,
boy, | really want that cell tower to be put in.
My life is inconplete if | don't get better cell
cover age.

So the last item-- and | know we can't
ask you questions, but | would ask you to consi der
this. Wiat if you did in your personal |ife what
ny wife and I have done for 40-odd years of buying
honmes, and have lived here for 15 -- we've now

been in our home for 15 years, paid off the
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nortgage -- and said, boy, this is great, you
know?

And only to have soneone cone in and try
and put a cell tower, it's going -- the financial
i mpact is going to be one resident, while many of
the other residents in the adjacent area or the
properties could, in fact, incur adverse marketing
for people who won't even | ook at our house and
al so suffer financially fromthe house not being
able to be sold.

So thank you for your tine. |
appreciate it.

THE CHAI RMVAN:  Thank you.

The next person, Peter Schultz.

PETER SCHULTZ: Good eveni ng,
counci | nenbers and nei ghbors. M nane is Peter
Schultz. I n Novenber of 2017 ny wi fe Marianne and
| purchased our hone at 69 Ragged Hi Il Road in
Ponfret. To serve as our second hone we also live
in a townhouse in Madi son, Connecti cut.

W were particularly attracted to this
beautiful rural setting in, quote, the quiet
corner of Connecticut as a special place where we
coul d escape the hustle and bustle of our

technol ogy driven daily lives in the northeast
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megal opol i s.

To our surprise, and chagrin, we are now
faced with possibly viewi ng one or nore | arge
t el ecommuni cations cell towers | oom ng over the
view in front of our secluded hone. W strongly
object to this project for several reasons, and I
m ght note that several of these echo sone of the
concerns that M. Hearn already expressed.

First, we believe it is highly
i nappropriate to site cell towers within possible
vi ew of rural residences and wandering tourists in
this special part of Connecticut.

To quote an article fromthe New York
Times, Touring the Quiet Corner, by Jill Knight
Wi nberger of June 2002, quote, the quiet corner
lies within a congressionally designated Nationa
Heritage Corridor. This last green valley, as it
has been call ed, represents the only renmaining
substantial green belt over a thousand square
mles within the urban and suburban sprawl between
Washi ngt on and Bost on.

This is a very special place and any
decision to place a large cell tower or towers in
it nust be given very careful consideration.

| am sure there are nunerous other sites
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preferably not requiring a zoning variance wthin
the hills of Ponfret that could be considered for
this tower that are not so close to | ocal

resi dences and touri sts.

The applicant indicates that they have
reviewed 14 possible sites, of which 9 are
actually located wthin that parcel of land that's
under consideration in this docket. The renaining
five of which the applicant has rejected for
vari ous reasons are actually less than a nmle away
fromit. Surely there are additional possible
suitable sites out there. | urge this commttee
to request a nore in-depth anal ysis of other
possi bl e and hopefully nore suitable sites.

Second, the applicant justifies this
tower by noting that it wll provide better cel
service -- actually for Verizon -- to the | ocal
community and passing notorists, but is this tower
really needed? Those of us living in close
proximty to the site already have adequate cel
service as well as video and Internet through
ot her service providers. W don't really need
anyt hi ng nore.

Coincidentally, this afternoon when I

visited one of those sites there was a young nan
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there who was responsi ble for the balloon. | have
AT&T service, which | got while | was standi ng at
that | ocation. He had Verizon service, and he had
service, several bars. So | think there is pretty
good service already in the area.

Can't the cell service for passing
notori sts be handl ed using smaller and | ess
vi sible towers along the actual nmjor roadways,
even if according to the applicant it is |less
econom cal to construct? After all, our
mllion-dollar views are really our nost val uable
community asset, not 3G or 4G cell phone service
for passing notorists.

If the tower is really being built to
provi de | ong-haul repeater capacity for Verizon
then it definitely does not have to be |located in
this particular rural residential site. There are
many ot her nore isolated and less visible hills in
the region to choose from

Third, | believe considerabl e enphasis
is being placed on hiding the towers fromthe view
using the existing forest cover. WMany photos were
submtted by the applicant showi ng that trees
generally bl ocked the view of the proposed sites

A, B and C However, the surrounding forest in
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| eaf can only provide tenporary conceal nent of
cell towers at best. Forests do not provide
per manent protection for |ocal residents. They
coul d di sappear overnight due to fires, ice
stornms, W ndstorns, disease or other natural

di sasters. They could | ogged or renoved for
bui | di ng, devel opnent or farm ng.

How can we, the adjacent honeowners
be protected fromall of this? W can not.
Instead we will face the daily threat that this
tower will becone fully exposed sone day for all
of us to see.

Fourth, we object to this tower
construction due to its future negative inpact on
or adj acent property values. As already has been
menti oned, a 2014 survey of a thousand respondents
publ i shed by the National Institute for Science,
Law and Public Policy indicates that cell towers
and antennas negatively inpact interest in real
estate properties. N nety-four percent of the
respondents said a nearby cell tower or group of
antennas woul d negatively inpact interest in a
property, or the price that they would be willing
to pay for it.

This survey reinforced the findings of
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an earlier study, of which |I'msure the
counci |l nrenbers are aware. 4300 respondents to a
study by Sandy Bond, PhD, in a New

Zeal and Property Institute, Past President of the
Pacific R m Real Estate Society published in the
Appr ai sal Journal in 2006, the inpact of cell phone
towers on house prices in residenti al

nei ghbor hoods.

That study found that buyers woul d pay
as much as 20 percent |less for properties |ocated
near a cell tower as determned at that tine by an
opinion survey in addition to a sales price
analysis. To put it in other ternms closer to each
one of you, would you buy a hone | ooned over by a
cell tower? Gven these grimfindings it is clear
that our property values will be negatively
i npacted by construction of this tower.

Finally, I wsh to note for this Counci
that | ama scientist, and | amthe coi nventor of
fiber optics for tel ecommuni cations. For this
achi evenent 1've been awarded the National Medal
of Technol ogy by President dinton, the highest
techni cal award nmade by the U. S. governnent, and
was i nducted into the National |Inventors Hall of

Fame, which is part of the U S. Patent and
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Trademark office. | have worked for the past 45
years, and still renmain actively involved in the
devel opnent, inplenentati on and depl oynent of
fiberoptics for tel ecom networKks.

| understand and | fully support the
need, the need for and the value of a robust
telecominfrastructure. | also believe that the
i mpl enent ati on of these technol ogi es nust be done
in a fair and an equitabl e manner consistent wth
and respectful of the values of our nei ghborhoods,
our conmmunities and our nation.

| thank you very much for your
attention.

THE CHAI RMVAN:  Thank you.

Wlliam-- |I'mnot sure whether it's --

W LLI AM GOULD: It's Goul d.

THE W TNESS: Goul d?

W LLI AM GOULD: Yeah. I"'mBill Gould.
Il live at 102 Angel Road in Ponfret, and |
purchased | and here 42 years ago -- 43 years ago,
and have lived on the site for 30 years.

The reason | cane here was the sane that
t hese other residents have, that they wanted the
beauty, the seclusion. And | built ny home here

and | have this -- unfortunately it's not | arge
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enough to put on the board. |[|'msure you're al
al ready aware of what it | ooks |ike.

This is the area where the tower woul d
be sited and where ny residence is. The tower
woul d be over here, and | live directly across
this expense. Just pass it around -- well, just
kind of glance at it.

There's nothing here. There's no
houses. There's no devel opnment. You're putting
up a cell tower and investing mllions of dollars
in this thing to provide service to no one.

There's a road that goes through,
Braynman Hol | ow Road, and it m ght have a dip in
service, but everybody el se here that has
spoken -- and I'ma Verizon custonmer, a wreless
custoner. | have no trouble. It seens like this
idea, it should be where there's a population if
we al ready have sufficient service.

Thank you.

THE CHAI RMVAN:  Thank you.

Dominic -- is it Roto?

DOM NI CK ROTG |I'm not nuch for
speaking at this point. | have a |ot of hay
fever, but owning property in this area for -- |I'm

not sure whether it's 15 or 20 sonething years. |
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love it there. | don't live there, but |'ve owned
it because of its pristine beauty, never drean ng
t hat sonmething of this sort would occur in such a
beautiful area.

And | live in Eastford and I find where
| am very happy, but | intend for ny children to
live there, but now I'mvery surprised and feel as
t hough the footing underneath ny thought of
Anerica -- and | was in Wrld War 11. The Anmerica
| knew is considerably different than today. And
Anerica today is the bottomline and profit, and
it disturbs ne greatly wwth all this hocus
pocus tal k of eval uations and the need.

And | have a cellphone. | like it
because of need -- if ny wife falls down or
sonething of that sort, and nme too, because |I'm
94. And | just feel -- what's happened? What has
happened to our people? It's always the bottom
i ne.

And | said to Mary, we pay nore and we
get less. This is the nane -- so that what |I'm
trying to apply this to is that, do we need this
there? Is it that inportant or is it conpetitive?
Is it nmarketability that the want nore? Woever

these are, |'ve heard all kinds of nanes and
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experts speaking fromdifferent conpanies, and
it's just beyond ne to conprehend.

And so | just want to voice ny opinion
that, please give it consideration. Keep sonme
parts of Anmerica as they were. You' re not going
to get them back. W're not going to get food in
Anerica anynore. W' re outsourcing for food.
We're bringing in garlic from Australia because
it's cheaper. Wat's happened to Anerica? The
stock market, and everything else that goes with
mar keti ng? Wat are we going to |live on?

Keep Anerica natural as nuch as you can.
Keep the quiet corner, at least a little oasis in
this negal opolis spread -- and it has. It has.

And | thank you very nuch, please, for
putting up with ne.

THE CHAI RVAN: Thank you.

Kat e Cerrone.

KATHLEEN CERRONE: Hello to the Council.
Hel | o, neighbors. M nane is Kate Cerrone. 1|'ve
lived in Ponfret with nmy husband and two chil dren
for 19 years, we've been at 53 Ragged Hi || Road
for 16.

From what | understand -- and thank the

Council for their work. From what | under st and,
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you are charged with the responsibility of

bal anci ng the need of the cell service wth
environnental inpact. | can't speak to the

envi ronnental inpact. | hope that if you have a
chance to do a site visit, that you have done so
or wll do so.

This area is pristine. There is
wildlife of every kind. | can't imagi ne that an
industrial installnment such as this woul dn't have
sone environnental inpact, and |I woul d encour age
you to look into that closely. 1It's not a site
that's adding to any industry. This would be the
only and first, very first inpact on a pristine,
rural piece of property.

What | would like to underscore here on
behal f of ny famly and our nei ghbors is the
surprise that this has caused us. W did not buy
a piece of land that coul d possi bly have had any
kind of industry. |It's not zoned for it.

Route 244 is a recogni zed regi stered
scenic road. W actually purchased 53 Ragged Hil |
Road when it was parceled off to a devel oper from
this landlord. It had actually been part of this,
this big piece. And | found that that devel opnent

was in character with the surroundi ng area.
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The smallest |lot, which I think was
ours, is three acres. It just goes up fromthere.
These are big, beautiful pieces of |and. These
are not starter houses. These are not i mpul sive
purchases. These were people that were settling
into a rural area. W invested in these houses.
Many of us built them oursel ves.

And | don't know if you renenber in the
begi nni ng of 2000 and then into 2005, '7, we were
heading into a recession. Qur house is our
investnent. We didn't put noney in the stock
market. We put nobney in our house. So any drop

in the fair market value is devastating to our

famly.

And we are lucky. W are well off. |I'm
an attorney. M/ husband is a pediatrician. |If
this can happen to us -- | can't imgine. So the

security, our financial security is at risk.

| agree with the point that M. Schultz
made. |If you want to increase service along the
hi ghway put the cell towers along the highway. No
one mnds driving past them It doesn't take
anyt hi ng away from anyone. You're coning into an
area that never expected this, that never planned

onit. W don't have a financial plan B.
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And | would like -- | appreciate the
fact that you allow public comment. | want you to
wei gh strongly the nunber of people that have cone
to speak against this project, and | want you to
think of the inpact that you' re having on many,
many people in this area.

And what is the reason to put a tower so
cl ose to soneone's residential house? | just
don't understand it.

So thank you for your tine.

THE CHAI RVAN: Thank you.

Marc Cerrone.

MARC CERRONE: M nane is Marc Cerrone.
As ny wife stated, | ama pediatrician and | |ive
on 53 Ragged H || Road.

| appreciate the opportunity for the
public to speak tonight. | think sonetines
deci sions are nade and the public has no voice,
and | appreciate you allowing us to speak and
havi ng a voi ce today.

As you can see, there's not a chair
left. W' ve been playing nusical chairs with
whoever speaks. The person who spoke | ast takes
their chair. | think that reflects what our

nei ghbor hood feels about this project. United we
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stand against it, and | feel |like the inpact to
us, as ny wife had said, is devastating.

We have no financial plan B. Qur house
is our investnent. W put everything we had into
it. In fact, we were building our house right
around -- we were planning our house right around
t he Septenber 1l1lth catastrophe and we said, you
know what? Let's just put it all in here. This
is our life now W have to invest in our
personal future. Qur hone is our everything.

And we wanted to have our hone as
sonet hing that we could pass on to our children as
our primary and only investnent, and the financi al
inmplications of having a cell tower in viewis
devastating for us, and our neighbors, and we all
stand to |l ose fromthis.

And frankly, cell service is a nice
thing to have. It is not a utility. It is not an
essential thing that we nust have in our area, and
we all do fine with the service that we have and
we don't conplain about it.

And so we'd like to consider there are
many ot her options. There are nore urban options
near us. There are shopping centers. There are

hi ghways. There are ot her places where big towers




© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

32

can be built and you won't see a room full of
peopl e against it. And | inplore you to consider
t hose.

I know we're not supposed to speak to
the health options, but as a pediatrician you know
that's in the back of ny mind as well. W just
don't know have enough know edge about the
| ong-termeffects of towers on our health.
They' ve only been around for a coupl e decades.

So | won't nention that, because we're
not allowed to, but just know that we all are
thinking that in the back of our m nds. Many of
us have kids that we're raising in our honmes. W
don't want their health and the health of their
offspring to be affected either.

So | appreciate the opportunity for us
to all speak today and | inplore you to consider
ot her options. Thank you.

THE CHAI RMVAN:  Thank you.

Colin -- is it Cunmm ngs?

COLIN CUVWM NGS: Yeah, It's Colin
Cummi ngs. | live at 589 Brayman Hol | ow Road.
|"ve grown up in Wodstock and Ponfret ny entire
life. 1've lived, you know, aside fromny brief

stint in college, within a ten-mle radius of this
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t hi ng.

I think ny neighbors have done a really
good job tal king about, you know, sonme of the
i mpacts this would have on, you know, | just
bought nmy honme a year ago. | can tell you, had I

known that there was going to be a cell tower |

woul d not have bought where I am | bought the
property that was peeled off fromthis estate. It
used to be the caretaker's hone. |It's a beautiful
pl ace.

You know, a | ot of people have tal ked

about the environnent. | have grown up in a very
rural area. | cannot tell you how different this
pi ece of property feels. 1In ny year | have seen

nore birds, ows, bobcats, npbose, just aninals
that you have to go to the upper reaches of M ne,
New Hanpshire to see. You see themin this little
pi ece of Ragged Hill .

But what 1'd like to speak to nore so is
the need. | aman avid biker, and |'ma data
obsessed biker. And | spend eight to twelve hours
bi king at slow speeds in all the places in all of
t hese roads you're talking about. | also build
technol ogy for a living.

I'"'ma web application devel oper for
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Pepsi Co, so I'mvery famliar wth upl oad speeds

and downl oad speeds. | amconstantly upl oadi ng

data 60 pings per mnute live to applications.
I|'"mconstantly streaming nmusic. |I'm

getting calls. You know, |I've |ogged 2, 000

hours -- 2,000 mles, excuse ne, eight plus hours
a week. | work fromhone. | bike in the norning.
| bike at lunch. | bike after work. And since

this tower has been announced |'ve had ny phone on
the entire tine.

I amconstantly watching ny cell

service. | don't have a problemon any of these
roads. |'mnever not been it communication. |'m
never unable to upload data. |'mnever unable to

downl oad data. No one ever has an issue getting
in contact wwth ne. | never have an issue getting
in contact with people.

I also work fromhonme. | don't have the
Internet at ny house. | work from a hotspot that
is powered by cell towers. | never have a
problem | stream about 30 gi gabytes of data a
nonth and |I'm never, ever inpacted. | work 40
hours a week. | bike eight hours a week. | do
this all on the cell network. | do not have a

pr obl em
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So | would just, you know, as far as the
need goes, | can't see it and | hope that that is
taken into consideration. Thanks.

THE CHAI RVAN:  Thank you.

Donal d Jones.

DONALD JONES: Yes, good evening, all.

My nane is Donald Jones. | live at 151 Ragged
H |1 Road.
Let's see. |I'ma retired
t el ecommuni cati ons systemengineer. | originally

got nmy start with Sout hern New Engl and t el ephone
and actually worked for Verizon in the Syracuse
area, extensively working with SELEX

There's not a whole lot that | can add
to, you know, sone of the el oquent statenents by
nmy nei ghbors and property owners, except the one
thing that |I've | earned and experienced is that
one cell tower breeds another cell tower. There's
no conpetition rul es here.

Wien | noved to this area | lived in an
ur ban environnent, and ny specific reason for
pi cking the quiet corner was that it's quiet.
That's not to say I'mnot in communications. |
have excellent cell service at 151 Ragged Hill

Road which will be in direct line of sight, no
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matter what they put up.
And as you know, sone ot her peopl e have

said, that you know, their cell service is just as

wel | .

Property values, | don't have anything
witten. | wll be witing a letter to the
Council, you know, as soon as | can get tine do

so, you know, expressing, ny disappointment that,
you know, other people have said, you know, we
noved up here for a reason to get away, to be
quiet, tolive a sinple life.

And you know, technology is great. |It's
great, it's necessary, but you know, to have a
repeating station to i nprove Verizon's footprint.
You know, | was in the business for a long tine.
It's just the bottomline, and that's all that
really matters to them There nust be other sites
avai | abl e.

So | suffer fromstage fright, believe
it or not. So this is areal chore for ne to
stand in front of people, and | do appreciate, you
know, the public coment section, and united we
stand. That's a good thing.

Nei ghbors, Good nei ghbors are -- they're

priceless and that's why | live in Ponfret.
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That's why | live on Ragged Hi Il Road. And just
the nmere thought of having to | ook out ny w ndow
when | have coffee in the norning and seeing a
cell tower makes ne physically sick.

And that's all | have to say, but thank
you mnuch

THE CHAI RMVAN:  Thank you.

As soneone who al so suffered from stage
fright, you' re doing very well.

VWalter -- is it Roo-key?

WALTER RUCKI : Rucki .

THE CHAI RVAN.  Rucki. | guess no one

has |listened to ne about spelling your |ast nane.

WALTER RUCKI: I'msorry. | don't hear
very wel | .

THE CHAI RVAN:  We have your | ast nane.
| said -- | had asked -- neverm nd.

WALTER RUCKI : Li ke ny nei ghbor Scott,
I'"'ma little -- suffering fromstage fright.

Recently | nailed a letter to M. Stein. You

probably haven't received it yet. And | guess the

only thing I would like to do is just read that
letter, if you don't mnd? 1It's been sent to the
Ponfret Tines, the sel ectnen, a bunch of people.

This is to M. Stein. [I'mwiting
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because of ny concern for the proposed cell tower

on property at 72 Ragged Hi Il Road in Ponfret,

Connecticut. A tower at this location will have a
significant inpact on this rural location. It

w |l destroy the picturesque area and be a
potential health hazard to the area residents. It

also may contribute to the inpact on the wildlife.
As a honeowner, 185 Ragged Hi || Road,
and | andowner on Ragged Hill Road, the tower wll
be an eyesore and al so create a serious
depreciation in property values. W honeowners
chose to reside in this area and have wor ked hard

and long to maintain its rural quality. The

proposed tel ecomuni cation tower will result in a
serious degradation -- I'"'mnot sure | said that
right -- of the entire area's scenic vista val ues.

The proposed tower would be visible for
| ong stretches al ong Route 244 -- the second of
which is a scenic H ghway designated by the State
of Connecticut. | therefore request that the
City, State and Council deny the application of a
request for a tower at this | ocation.

| am avail able to answer questions --
|*' m probably not very good at that. M concern

also is that we seemto be suffering for the




© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

39

benefit of many other people, or sone other
peopl e. Maybe this just isn't necessary. NMaybe
t hese ot her people are just into it for the
dol | ar.

I know I've |lived on Ragged Hi |l Road
since 1984. | built the house, cleared the |and.
It's been under the Town of Ponfret since 1957.
My dad owned a grocery store here on the four
corners, so | appreciate the town being as it is.

Leave us al one. Put your tower
somepl ace el se. Thank you very much.

THE CHAI RMVAN:  Thank you.

That's the | ast person who signed up.
Sol'dlike to just nake -- before closing the

evidentiary record of this matter, the Siting

Counci | announces that the applicant may submt a

brief or proposed findings of fact no later than
Cct ober 18, 2018.

And anyone -- obviously this is for
everybody in the public, or if you or your
nei ghbors who desires to nake his or her views
known to the Council or expand on your oral
testinony, you may file witten statenents with
the Council within 30 days of the date hereof.
Again, | think that's Cctober 18th, about Cctober
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18.

After that the Council will issue a
draft findings of fact and thereafter the
applicant may identify errors or inconsistencies
between the Council's draft findings of fact and
the record. However, no new informati on, no new
evi dence, no argunent or required briefs wthout
our perm ssion wll be considered by the Council.

Agai n, copies of the transcript of this
hearing will be filed at the Ponfret, Eastford and
Whodstock's Town Cerk's offices, and that al so
i ncludes the transcript fromthe hearing that was
hel d this afternoon.

And | therefore declare the hearing
adj ourned, and thank you all for your

participation. And drive hone safely.

(Wher eupon, the above proceedi ngs were

concluded at 7:20 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATE

I hereby certify that the foregoing 40
pages are a conplete and accurate conputer-ai ded
transcription of ny original verbatimnotes taken
of the Public Hearing in Re: Docket No. 484,
APPLI CATI ON FROM CELLCO PARTNERSHI P D/ B/ A VERI ZON
W RELESS FOR A CERTI FI CATE OF ENVI RONMENTAL
COVPATI BI LI TY AND PUBLI C NEED FOR THE
CONSTRUCTI ON, NAI NTENANCE, AND OPERATI ON COF A
TELECOVMUNI CATI ONS FACI LI TY AT ONE OF THREE
LOCATI ONS AT 72 RAGGED HI LL ROAD, POMFRET,
CONNECTI CUT, whi ch was hel d before ROBI N STEIN,
Chai rman, at the Abi ngton Congregational Church,
Fel |l owship Hall, 542 Hanpton Road, Ponfret,
Connecti cut, Septenber 18, 2018.

Robert G Di xon, CVR-M 857

Not ary Public

BCT Reporting, LLC

55 Whiting Street, Suite 1A
Plainville, CT 06062

My Conmm ssion Expires: 6/30/2020
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