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STATE OF CONNECTI CUT
CONNECTI CUT SI TI NG COUNCI L

Docket No. 482
Application from Cellco Partnership d/b/a Verizon
Wreless for a Certificate of Environnental
Conpatibility and Public Need for the Construction,
Mai nt enance and Operation of a Tel ecommuni cati on
Facility Located At 917 Exeter Road |In Lebanon,

Connecti cut

Public Hearing held at the Lebanon Fire
Safety Conpl ex, Community Hall, 23 Goshen Hill
Road, Lebanon, Connecticut, Tuesday, May 1, 2018,

begi nning at 6:30 p. m

Hel d Bef or e:
SEN. JAMES J. MJURPHY, JR , Vice Chairnan
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Appear anc e s:

Counci | Menbers:

ROBERT HANNON,
DEEP Desi gnee

LARRY P. LEVESQUE,
PURA Desi gnee

M CHAEL HARDER
ROBERT SI LVESTRI
DANI EL P. LYNCH, JR
EDWARD EDEL SON

Counci | Staff:
MELANI E BACHVAN, ESQ ,

Executive Director and Staff Attorney

ROBERT MERCI ER,
Siting Anal yst
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Appear anc e s:(cont'd)
For the Applicant:
ROBI NSON & COLE
280 Trunbull Street
Hartford, Connecticut 06103
By: KENNETH C. BALDW N, ESQ
Kbal dwi n@ c. com

860. 275. 8345.
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THE VI CE CHAI RMAN:  Ladi es and
gentlenen, 1'd like to call this neeting to order
of the Connecticut Siting Council this Tuesday,
May 1, 2018 approximately 6:30 p. m

My nane is Janes J. Murphy, Jr., and I'm
Vi ce Chairman of the Connecticut Siting Council.
O her nmenbers present are Robert Hannon, designee
of Conmm ssi oner Robert Kl ee of the Departnent of
Energy and Environmental Protection; and Larry
Levesque, designee of Chairman Katie Dykes of the
Public Utilities Regulatory Authority; Robert
Silvestri; Edward Edel son; M chael Harder; and
Dani el P. Lynch, Jr.

Mel ani e Bachman, our Executive Director
and Staff Attorney; and Robert Mercier, our siting
anal yst on the staff with us.

This is a continuation of the public
hearing that began at three this afternoon.

Copi es of the program and the Council's citizen's
gui de to Council procedures are avail able for
menbers of the public.

And as of right now we have no one
signed up fromthe public to sign up. So if

menbers of the public are interested i n signing
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up, the sign-up sheet is over on the table.

This hearing is held pursuant to the
provisions of Title 16 of the Connecticut General
Statutes, and the Uni form Adm ni strative
Procedures Act upon an application fromCell co
Partnership d/b/a Verizon Wreless for a
certificate of environnental conpatibility and
public need for the construction, maintenance and
operation of a telecomunications facility | ocated
at 917 Exeter Road, Lebanon, Connecticut. This
application was received by the Council on March
the 12th, 2018.

This application is al so governed by the
Tel ecommuni cati ons Act of 1996 which is
adm ni stered by the Federal Conmuni cati ons
Commi ssion. This act prohibits this Council from
considering the health effects of radiofrequency
em ssions on human health and wildlife to the
extent the em ssions run powers are wthin the
federal acceptable safe limts standards, which
standard is foll owed by the State Departnment of
Publ i ¢ Heal t h.

The federal act also prohibits this
Council fromdiscrimnating between and anobngst

provi ders of functionally equival ent services.
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This neans that if one carrier is already

provi ding service in an area, other carriers have
the right to provide that service in the sane

ar ea.

The applicant published a notice of
filing of this application to the Council in the
Norwi ch Bulletin on March the 8th and March 9,
2018. The Council's legal notice of the date and
time of the hearing was published in the bulletin
on March 30, 2018.

Upon the Council's request the applicant
erected a sign at the proposed site on April 17,
2018, to informthe public of the nane of the
applicant and the type of facility, the hearing
date and |l ocation, the contact information for the
Counci | .

Thi s afternoon nenbers of this Council
staff and the public personally conducted a field
revi ew of the proposed site in order to observe
firsthand the potential effects of the proposal.

The hearing session toni ght has been
reserved for the public to nake these statenents
into the record. These public statenents are not
subj ect to questions fromthe applicant or the

Council, and nmenbers of the public naking




© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

statenents may not ask questions of the applicant
or the Council. These statenents wll| becone part
of the record for the Council's consideration.

The sign-up sheet, as | nentioned
before, is available for those who would like to
speak.

| understand -- who is giving your
presentation, M. Bal dw n?

MR- BALDW N  Bob Burns with APT wll be
doi ng the presentati on.

THE VI CE CHAl RMAN: Okay. Before we
turn natters over and ask for comments, we usually
ask the applicant to have one or nore nenbers of
their panel to give a brief presentation as to
t heir proposal.

And go ahead, M. Burns. | think
there's a m crophone up there for you.

ROBERT BURNS: Thank you. M nane is
Bob Burns. [|I'ma |licensed professional engineer
licensed in the State of Connecticut. | work for
APT engi neeri ng.

What we're proposing today is a proposed
tel ecomuni cation facility that will be | ocated
behi nd Lynan Menorial H gh School. The proposed

i nprovenments will begin in the rear of the high
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school, in the sout heast corner of the driveway.

W will construct a 12-foot w de gravel
access drive approxinmately 325 feet into the
wooded area behind the school. 1In addition to the
driveway we will be pulling utilities, and those
w Il go underground and follow the path of the
driveway.

Qur electric service wll begin at the
existing transforner that's outside the school in
the rear. And the telephone will continue al ong
the side the existing parking to the street and
pull from an existing pole on the street.

The access drive wll termnate at a 50
by 50-foot fenced-in conpound. |In the conmpound it
will be a 50-by-50 fence, eight foot high with a
12-f oot w de gate.

Inside the fenced in area in the rear
corner will be 150-foot nonopole. There will be a
9 and a half foot by 16-foot steel platformwth
Verizon Wreless' radio equipnment on it, a
t housand-gal | on propane tank and a 35- kW gener at or
that will be shared between the Town and Veri zon.

In addition, there will be an ei ght-foot
by ei ght-foot concrete pad for the Town's radio

equi pnmrent. The tower itself, like | said, wll be
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150 feet tall. The top of the tower wll have two
of the whips, whip antennas fromthe existing
tower that's on site relocated to this, to this

t ower .

Verizon Wreless will have a platform
wth 12 panel antennas and the appurtenances that
go wth it at the 140-foot mark. Once the tower
is conplete the existing tower on site wll be
di smant | ed and taken down.

Thank you.

THE VI CE CHAI RMAN:  Thank you.

Now turning to the public sector, the
first itemis to call upon any public officials
who would |like to be heard. And | understand
we'll be heard by the First Sel ect nan.

Bet sy?

BETSY PETRIE: Thank you all very rmnuch.
My nane is Betsy Petrie. | amthe First Sel ectnan
here for the Town of Lebanon. | appreciate you
provi ding ne an opportunity this evening. | was
unable to attend earlier due to other comm tnents
her e.

So I've listened to the presentati on and
|*ve been involved in this project for slightly

over two years. This project and this | ocation
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cane to be a realization for the Town as a result
of many boards and conmi ssions review ng the
extensi ve i nfornati on provi ded.

This infornati on was revi ewed by al nost
20 elected officials over the last two and a half
or three years, and they all supported the
project. The need for public comruni cations here
in our town froma safety perspective is very
i nportant, as well as from a DPW standpoint, and
ny fire agency and our Police Departnent.

Additionally, we have a struggle
recei ving conmuni cations here in our town by
cel | phone. W have nany residents who have
conpl ai ned about that. This would be an
opportunity for us to i nprove those
commruni cati ons.

The site itself, of course, is concerned
because of the location. And if you notice in
this roomtoni ght you have -- | don't know --
three people fromthe fire departnent here to talk
about the benefits of this tower. | don't see any
ot her resident here other than a reporter and
anot her gentl enan.

But the reason the project is so

important for us was that we actually identified
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the |l ocation on the property where it woul dn't
interfere wth the educati onal processes that are
goi ng on at the school.

By having it located in the back of the
building in the woods actually renpves it from
visibility fromour residents, as well as our kids
in our school system And we have net the needs
of our students and our academ c professionals by
maki ng certain that we have taken into
consideration their needs, and not have this be in
the m nds of our students every day.

Additionally, we are a very strong
farm ng community. You likely experienced it
toni ght and during the day today when you were at
the site walk. W felt that by putting the
property in the location that it is -- that it
detracts -- it won't detract fromthe | ocation of
our ag students and their use of the facilities at
the ag departnent up at the high school. So
again, sonething very inportant to us.

From an earlier question, | was inforned
today there was a question about the |ack of power
in that area due to when we | ose power. And there
was sone question about the propane things.

The hi gh school is our designated
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ener gency operations center for Eversource. It is
one of the first areas of our town that are turned
back on should we have a power outage. So the
need for a tank of propane larger than what is
recommended woul dn't be necessary, because very
rarely have we gone nultiple days w t hout
electricity at that |ocation.

And again, it is our ECC for our Town.
Havi ng the tower adjacent to the property is
beneficial for that purpose as well from our
Town' s st andpoi nt.

We encourage the Siting Council on the
board of sel ectnen side to adopt the proposal that
was presented. W have worked with the fol ks very
well from Verizon, and we woul d encourage you in
your roles to support this project as well.

THE VI CE CHAI RMAN:  Thank you very nuch,
Fi rst Sel ect man.

Turning to the public sign-up list, we
have Robert Cady.

ROBERT CADY: Good evening. | was here
this afternoon, but | had a previous appoi ntnent |
had to keep | ater on.

And | have sone concerns. | had a

phonecall this afternoon about the nunber of
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antennas at the top of the tower. | was invol ved
wWth this project before our first sel ect ran was,
wth our previous first selectman. W talked with
Verizon and at that tine it was di scussed that

t hey woul d put four antennas at the top. They
woul d supply new antennas. As a nmatter of fact, |
gave them an equi pnent |ist of the antennas that
wer e needed.

We currently have four antennas on the
tower over at the existing site, two for fire
departnents and one for public works, and one
auxi |l lary antenna in case sonet hing happens to one
of the other ones. So we still need that in the
| ease, in the agreenent.

So | would like to bring that to
Verizon's attention. | know they have had a | ot
of personnel changes and probably sone of these
fell through the cracks.

Thank you.

THE VI CE CHAI RMAN:  Thank you.

That exhausts the |list of public
speaki ng sign-ups. |Is there anyone el se who woul d
care to -- yes?

Before you start, give us your nane and

spell your | ast name for us.
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MARK ELLIOIT: M nane is Mark Elliott,
E-1-1-i-0-t-t, and |' m Deputy Chief of the Lebanon
Vol unteer Fire Departnent in town. The fire
departnent has been invol ved sonewhat in this
endeavor for a nunber of years. The departnent as
a whol e supports it.

Lebanon is a difficult town terrain-w se
to cover wth radi o comuni cations. W were
instrunmental in putting the regional tower next to
t he high school to try to inprove our coverage.
The opportunity to extend our antennas to get sone
nore height -- it would serve our ability to cover
t he t own.

It would al so enhance the ability of the
town public works departnment to reach their five
trucks and ot her personnel in the areas of town
whi ch are now shadowed. So the fire departnent
endorses the project.

There was di scussi on about where we
woul d be | ocated on the tower, and how nany
ant ennas space-wi se we could be afforded. | do
not have the particulars to the | ease, but I would
hope that we would have a sufficient space to at
| east duplicate what we have now with roomfor

possi bl e expansi on.
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But overall the fire departnent, which
also runs the EM5 in town, endorses the going
forward of this project.

THE VI CE CHAl RMAN.  Thank you,

M. Elliott.

Is there anyone el se who cares to speak?

(No response.)

THE VICE CHAIRMAN: I f not, I'"mgoing to
close this neeting of the Siting Council. Before
closing this evidentiary record of this matter,

t he Connecticut Siting Council announces that
briefs and proposed findings of fact nay be fil ed
with the Council no later than May the 31, 2018.

The subm ssion of briefs or proposed
findings of fact are not required by the Council.
Rat her, we |leave it to the choice of the
applicant. Anyone who has not becone a party or
i ntervener, but who desires to make his or her
views known to the Council may file witten
statenents with the Council within 30 days of the
dat e hereof.

The Council wll issue draft findings of

fact and thereafter the applicant may identify
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errors or inconsistencies between the Council's
draft findings of fact and the record, however no
new i nformati on, no new evi dence, no argunent

and no reply briefs without perm ssion fromthe
Council will be considered by the Council in
determning this matter.

Copi es of the transcript of this hearing
wll be filed with the Lebanon Town Cd erk's
office. | hereby declare this hearing adjourned
and thank you for your participation.

And drive carefully.

(Wher eupon, the above proceedi ngs were

concluded at 6:49 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATE

| hereby certify that the foregoing 16
pages are a conplete and accurate conputer-ai ded
transcription of ny original verbatimnotes taken
of the Public Hearing in Re: DOCKET NO. 482,
APPLI| CATI ON FROM CELLCO PARTNERSHI P IJ B/ A VERI ZON
W RELESS FOR A CERTI FI CATE OF ENVI RONIVENTAL
COVPATI BI LI TY AND PUBLI C NEED FOR THE
CONSTRUCTI ON, MAI NTENANCE AND OPERATI ON OF A
TELECOVMUNI CATI ON FACI LI TY LOCATED AT 917 EXETER
ROAD | N LEBANQON, CONNECTI CUT, which was hel d
before SEN. JAMES J. MURPHY, JR., VI CE CHAI RVAN,
at the Lebanon Fire Safety Conpl ex, Conmunity
Hal |, 23 Goshen Hi Il Road, Lebanon, Connecti cut,
May 1, 2018.

Robert G Di xon, CVR-M 857

Not ary Public

A Plus Reporting Service

55 Whiting Street, Suite 1A
Plainville, CT 06062

My Conmm ssion Expires: 6/30/2020
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