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STATE OF CONNECTI CUT
CONNECTI CUT SI TI NG COUNCI L

Docket No. 475

Cellco Partnership d/b/a Verizon Wreless

Application for a Certificate of Environnental
Conpatibility and Public Need for the

constructi on, naintenance, and operation of a
tel ecommuni cations facility | ocated adjacent to
t he mai nt enance buil ding at the Skungamaug Col f

Cour se, south of Folly Lane, at Coventry Tax

Assessor's Map 006, Bl ock 0026, Lot 0101,

Coventry, Connecti cut.

Publ i c Comment Session held at the Coventry
Town Hall, Town Hall Annex, 1712 Main Street,
Coventry, Connecticut, on Tuesday, October 24,

2017, beginning at 7 p. m

Hel d Bef or e:
SENATOR JAMES J. MJRPHY, JR., Vice

Chai r man
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Appear anc e s:

Counci | Menber s:
ROBERT HANNON
M CHAEL HARDER
DR M CHAEL W KLEMENS
DANI EL P. LYNCH, JR
ROBERT SI LVESTRI

Council Staff:
MELANI E BACHMAN, ESQ.
Executive D rector and

Staff Attorney

ROBERT MERCI ER
Siting Anal yst

For the Applicant:
ROBI NSON & COLE LLP
280 Trunbull Street
Hartford, Connecticut 06133-3597
BY: KENNETH C. BALDW N, ESQ

Al so present: Douglas J. Roberts,

Hudson Design G oup LLC
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SENATOR MURPHY: |'d like to call this
nmeeting to order of the Connecticut Siting Council
this Tuesday, Cctober the 24th, 2017, at
approximately 7 p.m M nane is Janes J. Mirphy,
Jr. 1'mvice chairman of the Connecticut Siting
Counci | .

G her nenbers of the Council here this
eveni ng are: Robert Hannon, designee for
Commi ssi oner Robert Klee of the Departnent of
Energy and Environnental Protection; Robert
Silvestri; Dr. Mchael W Kl enens; M chael Harder;
and Daniel P. Lynch.

Menbers of the staff are Ml anie
Bachman, our executive director and staff
attorney; and our siting analyst on this docket is
Robert Merci er.

This is a continuation of a public
hearing that began at 3 this afternoon. Copies of
the hearing programand the Council's G tizens
Guide to Siting Council Procedures are avail abl e
for nmenbers of the public.

This hearing is held pursuant to the
provisions of Title 16 of the Connecticut General
Statutes and of the Uniform Adm ni strative

Procedure Act upon an application fromCellco
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Partnership d/b/a Verizon Wreless for a
Certificate of Environnental Conpatibility and
Public Need for the constructi on, maintenance and
operation of a telecomunications facility | ocated
at the Skunganmaug Gol f Course, south of Folly
Lane, in Coventry, Connecticut. This application
was received by the Council on June 28, 2017.

This application is al so governed by
t he Tel econmuni cati ons Act of 1996, which is
adm ni stered by the Federal Communi cations
Commi ssion. This act prohibits this Council from
considering the health effects of radio frequency
em ssi ons on human health and wildlife to the
extent the em ssions fromthe towers are within
the federal acceptable safe limts standard, which
standard is also followed by the state Depart nent
of Public Health. This Federal Act also prohibits
this Council fromdiscrimnating between and anong
providers of functionally equival ent services.
This neans if one carrier already provides service
for an area, other carriers have a right to
conpete and provide service in the sane area.

The applicant published notice of
filing the application to the Council in The
Chronicle on June 22nd and 23rd, 2017. The
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Council's legal notice of the date and tinme of
this hearing was published in The Chronicle on
July 28, 2017. Upon this Council's request, the
applicant erected a sign at the proposed site so
as to informthe public of the nane of the
applicant, the type of the facility, the hearing
date and | ocati on, and contact information for the
Counci | .

Thi s afternoon nenbers of the Council,
staff and public personally conducted a field
revi ew of the proposed site in order to observe
firsthand the potential effects of this proposal.

Thi s hearing session toni ght has been
reserved first for the public to nmake short
statenents into the record. These public
statenents are not subject to questions fromthe
party or the Council, and nenbers of the public
maki ng statenents may not ask questions of the
party or the Council. These statenents w ||
becone part of the record for Counci
consideration. A sign-up sheet is available for
t hose who would like to participate.

A rem nder to all, off-the-record
comuni cations wth a nenber of the Council or a

menber of the Council's staff, upon the nerits of
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this application is prohibited by | aw

| wsh to note for those who are here
and for the benefit of your friends and nei ghbors
who are unable to join us for the public comment
session, that you or they may send witten
statenments to the Council within 30 days of the
date hereof, and such witten statenents will be
given the sanme weight as if spoken at this hearing
t hi s eveni ng.

We ask each person neking a public
statenent in this proceeding to confine his or her
statenments to the subject matter before the
Council and to avoi d unreasonabl e repetition so
that we may hear all of the concerns you and your
nei ghbors may have. Please be advised that the
Counci | cannot answer questions fromthe public
about the proposal.

A verbatimtranscript will be made of
this hearing and deposited at the Town Cerk's
Ofice in Coventry for the conveni ence of the
publ i c.

Before | call on the public to nake
what ever statenents they feel is appropriate, I'd
| i ke to have the representative of the applicant

make a st at enent.
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At t or ney Bal dw n.

MR. BALDWN:. Thank you, M. Chairnman.
Doug Roberts with Hudson Design G oup will be
maki ng a presentati on.

SENATOR MURPHY: Proceed, M. Roberts.

DOUGLAS ROBERTS: Thank you.

"Il just go over the proposed site off
of Folly Lane. We're going to utilize the
exi sting access driveway that just feeds their
garage and shop area, and we're going to utilize a
section behind that for a proposed tower and
conpound. | have a bl owup of that.

We're proposing a 40 by 60 fenced
conpound with a 140 foot nonopole placed in this
| ocation here. Access will be along this access
road here. Underground utilities will be from
Folly Lane with a transformer and neter bank with
telco and fiber along the sane lines. W have a

prefabricated equi pnent platformw th a back-up

generator which wll be a propane generator and a
500 gallon fuel tank that will be powering that
gener at or.

This is an el evati on point of view
Qur platform has nine antennas, standard 12 foot 6

platform and, like |I said, a fence conpound.

78




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

79

Not hi ng nore to add. Thank you.

SENATOR MURPHY: Thank you,
M. Roberts.

|'d like to call any public official
who would |like to speak. W had a gentlenman this
afternoon that signed up. Wuld you care to
address us?

DOUGLAS RACI COT: Yes, please. Thank
you.

My nane is Doug Racicot. |'mthe
operations director of Tolland County 911. W
provi de - -

SENATOR MURPHY: Is that good enough
for you on the recordi ng?

THE COURT REPORTER: | can hear him
He speaks up.

(O f the record discussion.)

MR. RACI COT: Thank very nuch for
all ow ng us an opportunity to speak. M nane is
Doug Racicot. |I'mthe operations director of
Tol l and County 911. W are the 911 answering
poi nt for the Town of Coventry. W also provide
fire and EMS di spatching to your local fire
depart ment here.

One of the things that we woul d request
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fromthe public's standpoint -- and |I've been in
conmmuni cation wth Mark Pal ner, the police chief
here in Coventry -- is sone reserved space on the
tower rent free. W wuld like it entered into
the record, if possible. | believe Verizon is in
agreenent with that, and working with us to
acconplish those things noving forward. So if
that could be reflected, if the application is
approved, we woul d appreciate it.

SENATOR MURPHY: Thank you very mnuch.

MR. RACI COT: Thank you.

SENATOR MURPHY: Candy W/ son.

CANDY W LSON: Good norning. M nane
Is Candy Wl son. M address is 1283 North River
Road, which is directly across the street from
where the site of this tower is going to be.

First, I would like to address sone
comments | heard prior to the start of the neeting
today at 3 p.m M. Douglas Roberts stated,
Couldn't fly the balloon today. M. M ke
Li bertine replied, Good, North Farns Road people
won't see it. | feel it's totally inappropriate
to want our citizens excluded fromthis hearing
and of poor judgnent and professionalism and |I'm

very di sappointed that | heard these conments here
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today -- or this afternoon.

Second, | would |like to address the
view fromour 14 wi ndows year-round. W did see
t he ball oon flown prior this year, as we are
| ocated directly across fromthe proposed site, as
we are the highest el evated residence, except for
1247 North Ri ver Road, our abutter, but that
| ocati on faces Broadway and is behind us. Qur
hone is approxi mately 200 feet fromthe road, and
over 50 feet above the river level to our
foundati on, and we stand 40 feet above that. W
will be directly inpacted by the sight and sounds
because we are the |ast house in the holl ow
surrounded by upsloping land to North Farns Road.
Qur location and el evati on and surroundi ng grade
of land put us in an echo chanber where we can
hear peopl e speaking on the golf course.

Qur | ocation experiences |ots of power
outages. In August 2011, Hurricane Irene hit, and
we were without power for over 15 days. On
Cct ober 31, 2011, winter stormAlfred hit, causing
us to be without power for another two weeks. W
feel that the | ong extended outages, the inpact of
t he sound of the proposed industrial generator

bounci ng back off the nountainside back to our
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echo chanber would be i nhunmane to us to endure
24/ 7 for us and the wldlife. W tolerate the 5
to 6 a.m now ng, chem cal odors forcing us to

cl ose our wi ndows, and over 3 mllion gallons of
wat er that the golf course renoves fromthe river
annually and the toxic runoff back into the river,
as well as the depleted rivers and ponds.

What 1 npact woul d be experienced by the
wildlife and nesting birds? Bald Eagles, Red-tail
and Cooper's Hawks, Pileated Wodpeckers, G eat
Bl ue Heron, all nest in and around the properties.
Also, | would like to correct M. Dean Custafson
that the aquatic |life does cross fromthe river
t hrough our property to the ponds | ocated behi nd
our hone.

What tinme of day will the generators
run, not to interrupt golfers or disrupt their
ganes, as noi se would be disruptive? | also
believe that M. Tony Befera was asked by M. M ke
Kl emens what if actual |ines were down, and
M. Befera replied the generator would run 24/7,
but no calls would be placed fromthe tower. |If
li ke in 2011 storns the |lines were down, could
they stop the industrial generator from running

unnecessarily 24/ 7? 1've reviewed the photos of
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the proposal and find they are not totally
accurate with the existing situations regardi ng
el evati ons, locations, site |lines and wetl ands
I npact .

| think another |ocation would be
better suited for the tower than the one proposed
at Skungamaug CGolf Course. | believe M. John
Mot ycka al ready benefits enough fromhis
nei ghbors' | osses, and we should not suffer
further fromhis gains as this proposal deval ues
m ne and ot her properties.

| also think the Comm ttee nenbers
shoul d consi der hearing fromthe public on another
date, as the low turnout fromthe failure of the
bal |l oon fly today. Thank you very nmuch.

SENATOR MURPHY:  Thank you.

Paul W I son.

PAUL WLSON: Paul WIson, 1283 North
Ri ver Road. | understand | can't ask questi ons.
M. Klenens said earlier he snelled funes from
behi nd the nmai ntenance garage. | just want to
know who's going to oversee the renoval or
mani pul ati on of the soil so that there is no toxic
waste in it.

My other question is, the size of the
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bal | oon, does that actually depict a 12 and a hal f
by 12 and a half array of antennas?

The original proposal that | read in
May al so said that they could add to this antenna
two nore times. |Is that still in the proposal ?
And if their antenna is at 143 feet, and they're
going to put a 10 foot separati on between that and
ener gency services, energency services has a 10
foot antenna, that puts it at 163 feet. At what
hei ght does this antenna need to be |lit for
aircraft?

SENATOR MURPHY: Thank you.

MR. WLSON. Thank you.

SENATOR MURPHY:  Anders W snewski .

ANDERS W SNEWSKI : | ' m Ander s
W snewski, and | al so represent Conrad Cunes at
445 (Goose Lane.

Good eveni ng, Connecticut Siting
Counci | nmenbers, neighbors and citizens of
Coventry. Thank you, Council nenbers, for com ng
out to rural and beautiful Coventry today. It
woul d have been a nicer day if it hadn't rained.

We are the abutting property owners to
t he proposed Verizon project along Folly Lane,

North Coventry. Qur farmis adjacent to the
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proposed cell tower parcel with approxi mately
1,156 feet of frontage along the 13th hole, and
569 feet along Folly Lane. Qur historic farm and
Nort h Coventry's countrysi de | andscape woul d
change forever with the installation of this 143
f oot nonopole tower, including the 12 and a half
f oot antenna pl atform and possible future

navi gational lights, if increased, to answer your
question, to 200 feet. The addition of new

pl at forms and antennas would further affect the
visual quality of this place.

Qur garden design and our sustainably
run farm Red Goose Farm and Gardens, woul d be
affected by this proposal severely. W hope that
the Council will consider the ill siting of this
proj ect due to sone of the foll owi ng points:

The cell tower is a comercial use
encroachnent -- and | nentioned this at the
I nformati onal neeting back in April -- on a
residential use. Qbviously, that's a very obvi ous
fact. The appraised value of abutters' property
will be affected and | owered significantly,
possi bly by maybe 20 percent, especially our
property.

There wll be limts and conditi ons
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I mposed on us and kind of forced upon us because
iIf we would |i ke to add onto our house, say, put a
second story on, it would be very difficult to --
we wouldn't want to | ook at a cell tower at the
back of our property. And our farm depends on a
scenic and rural quality of place, it really does.

One of the mgjor factors | brought up
at the informati onal neeting was the soil geol ogy.
A soil investigation or report should be done, and
really nust be done, by a geotechnical engi neering
firmto design the foundation properly and
determ ne the stability of the glacial esker
formati on where the facility is proposed. And I
hope you understand that was a gl acial esker. And
t he sedinent on this ridge is stratified, sorted,
wth multiple sizes of particles, including
boul ders. It needs to be studied for stability,
and, if you don't do it, who knows. In addition,
one to one slopes on the south and west side are
very steep for a structure of this size, 14
stories.

For visual inpact, we didn't see it
t oday because, yes, the balloon was flying at a
45-degree angle. It just wasn't standing up. It

wasn't in the right spot. | watched it fromny
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backyard all day. It was at a 45-degree angl e.
So it really does need to be flown again. | agree
wth the gentleman, and with Candy.

There would be a direct line of view
fromour residence |living room master bedroom
deck and terrace to the cell tower nobst of the
year, and a hundred percent along our entire
front age.

The pl ans show no adequat e | andscapi ng
at the base of the conpound to screen views and no
additi onal evergreens to mtigate the visual
I mpact of the pole and platform |I'ma | andscape
architect. 1, you know, kind of do this kind of
thing. The pastoral and pristine rural character,
i sl and of the view, would be severely affected and
di sr upt ed.

The placenent of the facility at a
relatively low elevation in a valley increases its
need for it to be taller so that they can have
coverage. The reflection of the tower in our
pond, which I will be following up with letters
and di agrans, sone plans, to show the relationship
of our pond and howit's going to be reflecting
the tower in our pond and gl ass sliding w ndows,

and it's also placed right at the pond's vi sual
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focal point. |It's also going to be a disruption
of our viewof Gant HIIl, the summt, which is
right in front of us to the west at 934 feet.

Grant Hill residences, | don't see
anybody here fromGant Hll, but it would be
visually inpacted due to the | arge Skunganaug
Ri ver Valley viewshed. |If increased to 200 feet,
whi ch the Council woul d have to approve, aircraft
lights at night would reflect in our pond. It
woul d be seen across the entire valley viewshed.
Heckler Field, which is by Twwn Hills Country
Club, is only 2.3 nautical mles away. | called
the US Departnent of Transportation, and they
verified all this wth ne.

Maj or site |lines, sonething that may
be -- I was trying to go down there today when the
bal |l oon was flying. It was only flying for 15 to
20 mnutes. | tried to go down there and take a
picture along Folly -- no, Broadway and North
Ri ver Road along the 14th fairway. | tried. It
was al ready taken down. | thought this balloon
was going to be flying from8:00 a.m to 6 p.m
That's what | was told. | was unable to take a
picture to show the effect up the 14th fairway

froma public road and the Skunganaug Ri ver Bridge
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down there, and | thought that was a very

I mportant view, and | was very di sappointed wth

t hat .

And, you know, you nentioned the health
effects. Well, you know, they said DDT wasn't
very dangerous back in the 1960s. | was
crop-dusted, along with ny sister. It turned out,
well, it was a little dangerous, wasn't it? So at
this tinme we don't know that, but residents -- are

resi dents continuously exposed to radio
frequencies in the 2,100 negahertz range within
only 770 feet of our | ocation and our el evation of
600 feet and the antennas are positioned at 682
f eet above ground level. This exposure would be
greater with the installation of nore platforns,
antennas and carriers. | was told at the
i nformation neeting they could do two to three
nore, up to three or four platforns on this thing.
We have bees. | cultivate the
pollinators in nmy area, and our orchard would be
affected by these high levels, especially with
future add-ons.
But abutters would be subjected to
significant construction noise. The adjacent

I nl and wat er course coul d be inpacted adversely, as
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it is only 50 feet, as proposed, fromthis
facility. 150 feet setback is the normal
standard. | couldn't put up anything closer than
150 feet in ny property.

This streamis not just an intermttent
stream It originates, in part, fromthe wetl ands
behi nd ny barn and fl ows onto the Skungamaug, Hop
River, WIllimntic and Shetucket Rivers, and so
on.

The 500 gal l on propane tank is placed
within the fall zone. This contains the
equi val ent of 10 tons of TNT in expl osive power.
That is 62.5, 8-gallon gas grill containers. Has
Homel and Security been notified about this? There
is a danger to players, workers and structures
within the fall zone.

Future platforns and antennas hei ght
I ncreases are of great concern, as the Connecti cut
Siting Council has exclusive jurisdiction over
nodi fications. You can just | ook outside next to
where we're standing to the Town Hall here cell
tower, and it has five platforns. Route 32 and
195, that has five platforns. |It's not going to
stay the way it is.

North Coventry is unique. It is an
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area with historic colonial agricultural farns and
possesses a natural -- a rural nature wth stone
wal |ls, forestland, fields and rolling topography.
Qur famly farmis historic. M great grandfather
purchased our farmin 1929. He cane from Sweden.
It's been in our famly now for four generations,
and he previously owned the parcel that is
proposed for the cell tower. W owned all the

| and down to the river, and we sold it to the golf
course so that they could inprove it to an 18 hol e
cour se.

The Nati onal Park Service has
designated this area as a cultural heritage
corridor called The Last G een Valley. W urge
conservation of this natural resource and want it
to stay dark at night.

| also kind of -- I"mnot asking you a
question, but |I'mjust asking a general question.
What is the recreational inpact and
appropriateness to erect this on a golf course?

Is it aesthetic to place a tower like this in a
par k-1i ke setting?

And ny | ast piece of -- conclusion is
t he Skungamaug R ver Golf Club is about 120 acres.

Wiy is the site behind our pond view preferred
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over possibly less intrusive sites to all the

nei ghbors? W would like to see the alternatives
that could mnimze the inpact of this kind of
facility. At the very least, we would ask the
Council to consider recommending to Verizon that a
slimline pole, or a unipole be substituted for a
nonopole. This would elimnate the need for

pl atfornms, and antennas would be within the pole

itself. This has been done before. |It's done all
over the country, in Europe as well, all over the
world. | have the information. | can give it to
you.

We have gone through consi derabl e
expense and effort to relocate recently from
M nneapolis to North Coventry after the recent
death of ny nother. Now that our farmis in ny
famly again, we want to keep it in the famly.
We want to conserve and protect it for the future.
At the informational neeting in April,
| urged the planning and zoni ng conmm ssi on and the
town council to offer a nunicipal alternative site
to the Connecticut Siting Council, such as the
fire station, nearby Laidl aw Park, down Goose Lane
where the school house is, where existing access

and el ectrical service could accommbdate or be

92




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

93

upgraded for a facility of this nature. They
could still put the wonderful police and fire
antenna for free on there.

For this site revenue is generated --
for this one currently revenue is generated for a
privately-owned entity but nothing for the
citizens of North Coventry and abutters that share
the inpact. On town | and, revenue coul d benefit
t he Town of Coventry and its citizens which is
urgently needed. This is one -- as | said at the
i nformational neeting, this is one folly we don't
need al ong Folly Lane.

| hope common sense will prevail. |
will follow up with the Council, |ike you said,
with a letter and sone diagranms |'ve prepared
within the comment period of 30 days.

Thank you very nuch for your attention.

SENATOR MURPHY: Thank you.

That is the extent of people that have
signed up. |Is there anyone el se who would care to
speak this eveni ng?

(No response.)

SENATOR MJURPHY: CGoing once, twice. |Is
t here anyone el se who would care to speak to us

this evening before we cl ose?
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MR. BALDWN. M. Chairnman, we did have
one homewor k assi gnnment that we wanted to respond
to with respect to the propane tank. | think the
question related to how nuch fuel the tank
actually holds, and we'd |like to respond to that
and ask M. Roberts to do so.

SENATOR MJURPHY: (Go ahead.

MR. ROBERTS: Sure. Again, a 500
gallon fuel tank will actually be filled to 80
percent of that, 400 gallons propane. Like
gasoline, it burns vapors, it doesn't burn raw
liquid. So you need that top for off-gasing.

MR. BALDWN:. Thank you, M. Chairnman.
We have not hing further

SENATOR MURPHY: 1'IIl give the public
one nore shot. |Is there anybody el se who woul d
care to address the Council before | close this
nmeeti ng?

(No response.)

SENATOR MURPHY: If not, before closing
this hearing, the Connecticut Siting Council
announces that briefs and proposed findi ngs of
fact may be filed with the Council no later than
Novenmber 24, 2017. The subm ssion of briefs or

proposed findings of fact are not required by the
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Council, rather we leave it to the choice of the
parties and intervenors.

Anyone who has not becone a party or an
i ntervenor, but who wi shes to nake his or her
views known to the Council, may file witten
statements with the Council wthin 30 days of this
dat e.

The Council wll issue draft findings
of fact, and thereafter parties and intervenors
may identify errors or inconsistencies between the
Council's draft findings of fact and the record.
However, no new i nformation, no new evidence, no
argunent, and no reply briefs wthout our
perm ssion, wll be considered by the Council.

Copi es of the transcript of this
hearing will be filed at the Coventry Town Cerk's
O fice.

| hereby declare this hearing
adj ourned. And thank you for your participation,
and drive safely.

(Wher eupon, the above proceedi ngs

adj ourned at 7:32 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATE

| hereby certify that the foregoing 24 pages
are a conpl ete and accurate conputer-ai ded
transcription of nmy original stenotype notes taken
of the Public Comment Session in Re: Docket No.
475, Cellco Partnership d/b/a Verizon Wrel ess
Application for a Certificate of Environnental
Conpatibility and Public Need for the
construction, maintenance, and operation of a
tel ecommuni cations facility | ocated adjacent to
t he nmai nt enance buil ding at the Skungamaug Col f
Course, south of Folly Lane, at Coventry Tax
Assessor's Map 006, Bl ock 0026, Lot 0101,
Coventry, Connecticut, which was held before
SENATOR JAMES J. MJURPHY, JR , VICE CHAI RVAN, at
t he Coventry Town Hall, Town Hall Annex, 1712 Main
Street, Coventry, Connecticut, on Cctober 24,

2017.

Lisa L. Warner, L.S.R, 061

Court Reporter
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