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STATE OF CONNECTI CUT
CONNECT! CUT SI TI NG COUNCI L

Docket No. 473
Application from Honel and Towers LLC and Cell co
Partnership d/b/a Verizon Wreless for a
Certificate of Environnmental Conpatibility and
Public Need for the Construction, Mintenance and
Operation of a Tel ecommunications Facility Located
At 515 Morehouse Road I n Easton, Connecti cut

Siting Council Hearing held at the Easton
Public Library, Comunity Room 691 Morehouse
Road, Easton, Connecticut, Tuesday, June 20, 2017,
begi nning at 3: 00 p. m

Hel d Bef or e:
ROBI N STEIN, Chai rman
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THE CHAI RVAN: Good afternoon,
| adi es and gentlenen. 1'd like to call to order
this nmeeting of the Connecticut Siting Council,

t oday Tuesday, June 30th, 2017. M nane is Robin
Stein. I'mChairman of the Siting Council.

O her nmenbers of the Council
present are M. Hannon, who's a designee fromthe
Departnment of Energy and Environnmental Protection;
M. Silvestri; Dr. Kl enens; M. Harder and
M. Lynch.

Menbers of the staff are Attorney
Mel ani e Bachman, our executive director; and
Robert Mercier our siting analyst.

This hearing is held pursuant to
the provisions of Title 16 of the Connecti cut
Ceneral Statutes and of the Uniform Adm nistrative
Procedure Act upon an application from Honel and
Towers, LLC, and Cellco Partnership d/b/a Verizon
Wreless for a certificate of environnenta
conpatibility and public need for the
construction, maintenance and operation of a
t el econmuni cations facility | ocated at 515
Mor ehouse Road in Easton, Connecticut. This
application was received by the Council on
April 21st of this year.
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As a rem nder to all,
of f-the-record communi cation wth a nenber of the
Council or a nenber of the Council staff upon the
merits of this application are prohibited by |aw.

The parties to this proceeding are
as follows, the applicant Honel and Towers, and
Verizon or Cellco, represented by Attorney Bal dw n
of Robi nson & Col e; and Panel a West nor el and.

W will proceed in accordance with
t he prepared agenda, copies of which are avail able
on the table near the podium Al so available are
copies of the Council's citizen guide to Siting
Counci | procedures.

At the end of this afternoon's

evidentiary session we will recess and resune
again at 7 p.m for public comment session. The
7 p.m public comment session will be reserved for

the public to make brief oral statenments into the
record.

I wish to note that parties
i ncluding their representatives and witnesses are
not allowed to participate in the public conment
session. | also wsh to note for those who are
here and for the benefit of your friends and
nei ghbors who are unable to join us for the public
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comrent session, that you or they may send witten
comrents to this Council within 30 days of the
date hereof, and such witten statenents wll be
given the sanme weight as if spoken at the hearing.

| f necessary, party presentations
may continue after the public comrent session if
time allows.

A verbatimtranscript wll be nade
of this hearing and deposited with the town
clerk's offices in Easton and Fairfield for the
conveni ence of the public.

Is there any public official that
would like to nmake a statenent at this tine?

ADAM DUNSBY: Yes. (©ood afternoon,
everyone. My nane is Adam Dunsby. | amthe First
Sel ectman for the Town of Easton. | think we'll
have a few public officials who would like to
speak.

As | nmentioned, I'mthe First
Sel ectman of the Town of Easton. The Town has
recogni zed for sone tinme that we have a severe
| ack of cell coverage in the center of town
because there are no cell towers. This is a
portion of the town which contains both our public
school s, the senior center, and the majority of
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the town's playing fields.

At sonme point prior to 2012, before
| was first selectman, the then board of sel ectnen
asked the planning and zoni ng conm ssion to | ook
at all rmunicipal land and try and determ ne which
I f any of those parcels would be the nost suitable
for a cell tower, or whatever it took to renedy
the lack of cell coverage in Central Easton.

They returned with a report, which
| have previously submitted to the Council al ong
with a letter fromnyself. And the parcel of town
muni ci pal -owned | and that they recommended, or
came up at the top of their matrix was the piece
that | believe you | ooked at today, the piece of
| and just upslope fromthe animal shelter.

So the board of selectnen issued an
RFP. We had a couple bidders. The RFP was
granted to Honel and Towers whose representatives
are here today. And the Easton Board of Sel ectnen
certainly supports this project and believes we
need to take sonme action to inprove cell service
in Central Easton.

We had many, many, nmany public
meetings. W |ooked into other alternatives such
as DAS systens. The board of selectnen cane to
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the conclusion that a tower of sone type on this
parcel of land was the best solution for the Town,
primarily for public safety reasons and al so
because obviously the residents of Easton should
enj oy the benefits of nobdern communi cati ons.

Thank you

THE CHAl RVAN:  Thank you.

Is there any other public official
who woul d like to speak at this tinme?

TIM SHAW Good afternoon. Chief
of Police Tim Shaw, Easton. Just very briefly
just sone notes. Wreless comruni cations have
becone a conmmonpl ace in the current tine to
contact public safety in energency situations.

Qur dispatch center receives nore 911 calls via
cel | phones than landlines. Public safety is
definitely affected by the | ack of cell coverage
i n Easton.

On average there are approxi mately
eight to ten calls a day that have poor reception,
or the call is lost. Another five tinmes a week
people will wal k into headquarters and report an
I nci dent because they were unable to nake a call
in certain areas of town.

As historical perspective,
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approxi mately eight years ago the landline to
cel | phone cal ls recei ved was approxi mately 60/ 40,
being 60 percent of the calls were via |landline,
40 percent being cell phone. Currently it's nore
like a 70/30, with cell phones being the majority.
The nunber is only going up as sone honmeowners
have conpl etely gone away from | andli nes and woul d
rat her use their cell phones.

Thi s departnent has had nunerous
calls where the victimof an incident could not
get through to the dispatch center.

You know, | asked sone of the
officers sone of the exanples, and one was a fatal
accident on an area of town where the coverage was
poor. And a passenger in the vehicle was
attenpting to call and could not get through, and
an of fi cer happened to be driving by and
fortunately, you know, the incident was taken care
of, but these are the type of situations we do run
I nt 0.

The residents of Easton need to
stay connected for any energency that occurs in
town, and | feel upgrading our nobile
comruni cations is a major step in keeping our
communi ty much safer. This upgrade is needed now
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nore than ever with the increase of cell phones
only going up when they're contacting 911.

Addi tionally, we do have an
attached map. |If anybody wants it, | can hand it
in. It has the areas that we are affected by with
our patrol officers when we do go to calls. You
know, that inpacts also if the officer has to nmake
a call to dispatch while being on an
I nvesti gati on.

You don't al ways do everything over
the radio. Sonetines if it's private information
that you want to get you'll call dispatch, and in
certain areas of towmn we can't do that. So this
woul d only enhance public safety, and | feel it's
| ong overdue.

So | have the areas of the town in

the map from our dispatch center. | can hand them
in to sonebody. GCkay. And you' ve got it. Ckay.
Thank you
THE CHAI RVAN:  Thank you very nuch.
STEVE WAUGH: |' m Steve Waugh, the
Fire Chief intown. 1've |long been a big

proponent of increasing the cell coverage in
East on.
As Chi ef Shaw indicated, there's
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been nmul tiple incidences of dropped calls while
peopl e are driving through town. On 58 and 136,

t hese involve dealing with accidents and fire
calls, and it's del ayed our response, slowed down
our ability to render assistance.

There's been instances where we' ve
been requested to comuni cate with outside
agencies. | haven't been able to get a signal and
it's del ayed a response by the DEEP, calls to a
| arger spill at a truck accident. If we had
gotten a cl eanup contractor out there sooner it
woul d have been -- we would have saved about
50 gallons of fuel going into the reservoir

W did have sone incidents at the
basebal |l fields. W had a mnor injury, and then
we had a nore significant injury. And the parents
weren't able to get a cell and sonebody actually
had to get in their car and drive before they were
able to call 911, and that resulted in a delay for
t he anbul ance service to attend to the child that
was i nj ured.

In addition, we would like to see
better cell service at the schools. The cel
service is weak at Keller. 1It's a week at
Staples. And should there be an incident there we
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want people to have the ability to reach out and
call 911, and get the dispatch. In this day and
age, particularly given sone of the school
situations that have happened there should be no
reason that people can't get a signal fairly

qui ckly.

As we stand here, | nmeant to text
or call Sel ectrman Dunsby and tell himl was
running a little bit late, but I got no service,
so | couldn't do it.

As Chi ef Shaw indicated, with
people switching fromdirect |andlines to bundling
of services and going digital, they're less likely
to have a POTS |ine. Wen we do have nmjor storns
and cable lines go dowmn we run into a situation
where people have to rely on their cell phones,
and in those situations in certain parts of town
with weak signals we're not sure that people can
get the adequate service they need if they have to
call 911.

W have had sone storns and we have
had sonme areas of town where people have actually
had to go across the street, go to the nei ghbors’
house and call 911, and indicate that they had had
a problem So again, it delays our service and

BCT Reporting LLC





0O~NO Ol b~ WN P

Page 13

our being able to render aid to peopl e when they
need it.

And ny biggest fear is the fear
t hat Chi ef Shaw touched on, that sonebody drives
down 136 or Route 58 and goes off the road w thout
anybody seeing themand is trapped in their
vehicle, able to access a cell but not get a
service, and actually dies in the vehicle before
we can get there to render assistance.

So you know, fromall aspects I'ma
bi g-time proponent of putting the cell tower in
and increasing the service in the town of Easton
where it's | acking.

Thank you

THE CHAl RVAN:  Thank you.

CAROLYN KEARNEY: Thank you. Hi.
"' m Carol yn Kearney, the Chief of Easton EMS. |
really have nothing to add because ny coworkers
have al so stated that it's really inportant to
have a cell tower in town.

You know, if we're responding to a
911 call and we can't get to that patient because
they can't reach us, a matter of a mnute can, you
know, be the difference between |ife and deat h.
And it's really inportant that we have cell towers
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where patients can reach us in an energency.

So thank you.
PETER NEARY: Peter Neary. |I'mthe
fire marshal. | just want to echo Chief Shaw and

Carol yn Kearney and Steve Waugh's stories relative
to not having cel | phone servi ce.

Cel | phones have really changed our
| ives, because I"'mfroman the era where | never
had a cel |l phone at the begi nning. But you have to
realize that for enmergency conmunications it's
probably the first thing you know about sonething
happening -- is the cell phone.

And in Easton we do have sone
products that our enmergency calls are texted over
us -- to our cell phones. That could be an
I mredi at e response for people. It could be froma
nei ghbor goi ng next door to soneone's house.

And there's so nmany stories that we
can tell you, |adies and gentlenen, about things
t hat happen on Route 58. A very rural area, a
very bad accident |ocation, pine trees, and it's a
very poor cell phone service area.

So what happens is people
general ly, they drive -- they used to drive -- |
could see fromyou people -- that they used to
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drive to a payphone. So yes, and everybody is

| aughi ng, but there's no nore payphones. So the
cel | phones have ki nd of replaced the payphones.

So people drive to Fairfield to report things, and
they don't know exactly where they happen. So
then we send two towns up | ooking around for
sonebody either on the road or off the road, or
somewhere |ike that.

So you know, it's really inportant
that we have full coverage for public safety in
Easton where a cel |l phone tower would really
greatly assist us in providing the services that
we provide to the town.

Thank you

TIM SHAW Just to add one thing,
if that's okay? Is it all right to take the mc
agai n?

This was not a setup. Steve and |
did not discuss this, but he tal ked about
sonet hi ng going off the road, and this would be a
horrible situation. | had ny dispatcher just pul
sonme of the calls where she put in the search
engi ne, dropped. So she typed in dropped and saw
what calls canme up recently.

And one call to the Easton Police
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Departnent to report a car off the road, the
phonecal | was dropped. Unable to obtain further
information. By triangulation we found out the
area it was in, and by the tinme we got there
sonebody -- a passerby had al ready gotten out of
the car and hel ped the person. That's one
exanpl e.

And the second exanple I'lIl give is
the 911 call was broken up and only stated | was
trying to pass soneone before the call was
di sconnected. Again triangulation, we got out to
the vehicle. The vehicle was off the road. Bl ew
out both passenger-side tires and we ended up
getting there to help them but that's just two
exanpl es of what Steve said.

Now in those situations it wasn't,
you know, a fatal accident, but these are
situations we run into on a daily basis.

Thank you

THE CHAI RVAN:  Thank you.

| wish to call your attention to
t hose itens shown on the hearing program marked as
Roman nuneral 1-D, itens 1 through 66. Does the
applicant or party have any objection to the itens
that the Council has admnistratively noticed?
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(No response.)

THE CHAI RVAN:  Accordingly, the
Counci | hereby adm nistratively notices these
exi sting docunents, statenents and conments.

Now present your w tness panel for
t he purposes of taking the oath, M. Bal dw n.

MR. BALDWN:. Good afternoon M.
Chai rman, nenbers of the Council. For the record,
"' m Ken Baldwin with Robinson & Col e on behal f of
Honmel and towers, LLC, and Cellco Partnership doing
busi ness as Verizon Wrel ess.

The applicant is in Docket 473.
Qur witness panel listed in the hearing program
i ncludes Ray Vergati wth Honmel and Towers LLC;
M. Ryan U anday, who is a radi of requency engi neer
with Verizon Wreless; Mke Libertine, the
Director of Siting and Permtting for Al Points
Technol ogy Cor poration; Dean Custafson, the Senior
Wet | and Sci enti st and professional soil scientist
with Al Points Technol ogy; and Robert Burns, a
prof essi onal engineer with Al Points Technol ogy.

And | offer themto be sworn at
this time M. Chairnman.
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RAYMOND VERGATI
ROBERT C. BURNS,

RY AN UL ANDAY,

MI CHAEL LI BERTI NE

DEAN GUSTAFSON,
called as witnesses, being first duly sworn
by the Executive Director, were exam ned and
testified on their oaths as foll ows:

MR. BALDWN. M. Chairman, we have
four exhibits listed in the hearing program under
section Roman two, subsection B, itens one through
four. | won't read themfromthe program but
they are listed there. And | offer them now for
I dentification purposes subject to verification by
our witness panel. | would ask our panel sone
guestions to verify those exhibits.

Did you prepare or assist in the
preparation, or otherw se supervise the
preparati on of those exhibits listed in the
heari ng program under Roman 2-B, itens 1 through
4? M. Libertine?

THE W TNESS (Libertine): Yes.

MR. BALDWN. M Custafson?

THE W TNESS (Gustafson): Yes.

MR BALDWN. M. U anday?
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THE WTNESS (U anday): Yes.

MR. BALDWN. M. Vergati?

THE W TNESS (Vergati): Yes.

MR BALDWN M. Burns?

THE WTNESS (Burns): Yes.

MR. BALDWN:. And do you have any
corrections, anmendnents or nodifications to offer
any of the information in those exhibits at this
time? M. Libertine?

THE W TNESS (Libertine): Yes, |I'd
li ke to just make one correction to Exhibit 1,
which is the application behind tab 1 on page 7,
under the environnmental assessnent statenent.

I[tem B, under air quality there is
a msprint on the reference on the second to | ast
sentence. That section, that reference says
22-A-174-36 -- should be actually section
22- A- 174- 3B.

MR. BALDWN. M. Custafson?

THE WTNESS (GQustafson): | have
two corrections. The first is related to the
depiction of the proposed underground utility
route that shows up in three different |ocations
in the application. The first is |ooking at
applicant exhibits -- they're all on Applicant
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Exhibit 1 in the executive summary, versus on page
| - 4.

This is an aerial photograph. It
shows the proposed underground utility route
cutting across the soil piles that you observed
during the site wal k. The underground utility
route should actually head south al ong Morehouse
Road for a couple hundred feet, and then take a
west turn along the edge of the forest to head
t owar ds t he conpound.

That sane graphic shows up again
behind tab one. It's on the fifth page, also
| abel ed aerial photograph with the sane
correction.

And then finally behind tab el even,
which is, again the determ nation. That graphic
I's included in that package. And then on page 5
of 6 of the NDB review request, item3, the 5th
sentence fromthe bottomthere is a narrative
description of the underground approximte utility
route distance of 670 feet. That should read 890
feet.

The second correction is in
Applicant Exhibit 2, response to interrogatories,
the Council's interrogatories. It's in response
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to question nunber 24 on page 13. The third
sentence up fromthe bottomreferences the cl osest
I nportant burr area is approximtely five mles
away. That should read 2.5 mles away, and that's
consistent with the response that was given in
question 23.

MR. BALDWN. M. U anday, any
corrections?

THE WTNESS (U anday): No, | don't
have any corrections.

MR. BALDWN. M. Vergati?

THE WTNESS (Vergati): | have one
m nor correction. In the response of the
i nterrogatories dated May 31st we had provi ded an
updat ed FCC conpliance report. This was in
response to question nunber 14.

In the body of the response we had
referenced the FCC conpliance report with a date
of May 30th, when in fact it should have been --
our reference says May 31st. That's it.

MR BALDWN M. Burns?

THE WTNESS (Burns): Under tab
one, the design drawi ngs, drawing SP-1 next to the
title block what it says, engineering analysis and
certification. The second |line up reads, 101
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ultimate wi nd speed. It should read 101 nom nal
w nd speed. That's all.

MR. BALDWN:. Thank you. And with
t hose corrections and nodifications, is the
I nformation contained in those exhibits true and
accurate to the best of your know edge?

M. Libertine?

THE W TNESS (Libertine): Yes.

MR. BALDWN. M. Custafson?

THE W TNESS (Gustafson): Yes.

MR BALDWN. M. U anday?

THE WTNESS (U anday): Yes.

MR. BALDWN. M. Vergati?

THE W TNESS (Vergati): Yes.

MR BALDWN M. Burns?

THE WTNESS (Burns): Yes.

MR. BALDWN:. And do you adopt the
I nformation contai ned in those exhibits as your
testinmony in this proceeding? M. Libertine?

THE W TNESS (Libertine): Yes, I
do.

MR. BALDWN. M. Custafson?

THE W TNESS (Gustafson): Yes.

MR BALDWN. M. U anday?

THE WTNESS (U anday): Yes.
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MR. BALDWN. M. Vergati?

THE W TNESS (Vergati): Yes.

MR BALDWN M. Burns?

THE WTNESS (Burns): Yes.

MR. BALDWN. M. Chairman, | offer
themas full exhibits.

THE CHAl RVAN:  Thank you.

Does any party object to the
adm ssion of the applicant's exhibits?

(No response.)

THE CHAI RMAN: Ckay. These
exhibits are admtted. W' Il now begin with
cross-exam nation starting with our staff,

M. Mercier.

MR. MERCIER  Thank you. Most of
my questions were answered during the
I nterrogatory phase, so | just have a few based on
the site wal k today.

For nunber one | notice the ani mal
shelter to the east and south of the site is
depicted on sone of the plans. |Is that a separate
parcel? O is this within this, or on that
one-acre parcel ?

THE WTNESS (Vergati): | believe
that parcel is separate -- even though one of
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those site plans shows it covered in the dotted
line in a separate parcel, to ny understandi ng,
whi ch is owned by the town.

MR MERCIER Great. Thank you.
Now turning to SP-1, that's the site plan we just
referenced in attachnent one of the application.
This is in review of the utility line. This
utility line as depicted on this plan, is this the
correct configuration?

THE WTNESS (Burns): Yes.

MR. MERCIER Ckay. And did U
select that whole location? O is it a
col | aborative effort?

THE WTNESS (Burns): W wal ked the
site with U and they directed us to put a new
pol e about 30 feet fromthe existing pole, and
pul | underground fromthere.

MR MERCIER Is it typical to put
a new pole in? | don't understand why they
couldn't just run a line off that existing pole.
Is that the typical type of installation to get a
new pol e just for your service only, overhead,
then cone in and put it in?

THE WTNESS (Burns): Typical with
utility conpanies, is a tough question. |It's not
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at ypi cal

MR MERCIER Ckay. |Is there a
specific reason why they chose that pole? There's
a nunber of poles in that area. |Is it based on --

THE WTNESS (Burns): | think it
was based on what is there currently overhead.

MR MERCIER Ckay. And | see it
runs underground on the -- | believe there's a
stone wall there. So | believe fromthe new pole
you'll have to cut west through the stone wall,
and then travel -- you're going to travel pretty
much south, generally south along the stone wall.
s that correct?

THE WTNESS (Burns): Yes.

MR. MERCIER. Ckay. And then | see
it's going to turn nore westerly and ki nd of
border a second stone wall all the way to the
conpound.

When you're installing the
underground |ine what type of clearing is required
for a 25-foot easenent? Do you have to clear the

entire easenent to install in the utility?

THE WTNESS (Burns): No, typically
we just clear what they need to install it. So it
will be, you know, your trench is three feet.
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You're going to have to get equipnent in there, so
you're looking ten to twelve feet.

MR MERCIER As it turns westerly
al ong that stone wall, you' d have to clear a ten,
twel ve-foot area through a woodl and. |s that
correct? You know, that's a wooded ar ea.

THE WTNESS (Burns): Yes. Sone of
it is. Alot of it is on the backside of sonme of
the piles we saw out there. That stone wall is
just on the other side. So a lot of it has
al ready been cl eared.

MR. MERCIER Ckay. So maybe it
was a shrubby type of staging?

THE W TNESS (Burns): Yeabh,
shrubby, nothing -- nothing huge.

MR. MERCI ER  Thank you for
clarifying that. Wuld the stone wall have to be
denol i shed at this tine?

THE W TNESS (Burns): No.

MR. MERCIER Ckay. So all of the
construction will be generally north of that, that
stone wal | ?

THE WTNESS (Burns): Correct.

MR. MERCIER  And you're using
probably like a mni excavator or sonething?
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THE W TNESS (Burns): Yeah.

MR. MERCIER. And how far down do
you have to go to install the |line?

THE WTNESS (Burns): Typically the
pipe is at 36, and then we go another 6 inches.
Well, it's about three and a half feet down.

MR. MERCIER  After installation is
conpleted I assune you put grass or sonething
down?

THE W TNESS (Burns): Yeah.

MR MERCIER So are trees all owed
to grow above this line? And if not, who
mai nt ai ns t hat ?

THE W TNESS (Burns): Typically
not, but you know, in an area |like this it won't
be maintai ned probably on a yearly basis, and it
will be just allowed to sort of revegetate as to
what's there.

MR. MERCIER. Ckay. But eventually
five years later you would have -- soneone woul d
have to cone in and clear up that?

THE WTNESS (Burns): That's
probably true, yeah.

MR. MERCIER. So the maintenance
program you have for all your sites, this would

BCT Reporting LLC





0O~NO Ol b~ WN P

Page 28

just be the sane?

THE WTNESS (Burns): Yes.

MR MERCIER Ckay. Turning to
SB-2 now. | see the layout of the tree tower with
t he branches and the proposed antennas, and | see
the Town's, with the antennas on top, and sone
di shes up there al so.

Wul d those antennas at the very
top, the town equi pnent, would that be conceal ed
within the cone of the tree tower? | nean, it
kind of shows it is, sort of. So | wasn't sure if
t hey need cl earance away from those branches or
not for their equipnent to work properly.

THE WTNESS (Vergati): Currently
t he nonopi ne tree is proposed at 150 with 7-foot
tapered faux top branches. The Town i s proposing
toinstall three VHF antennas with a | ength of
seven feet. W think they can be concealed within
t hat ornanental faux top and not stick out
above -- above that height.

MR MERCIER Ckay. So there is no
operational problemw th their equipnment with this
type of installation?

THE WTNESS (Vergati): No, the
branches wth these type of facilities in stealth

BCT Reporting LLC





0O~NO Ol b~ WN P

Page 29

are -- are transparent. Meaning, the branches and
needl es are able to acconmopdate antennas w thin.

MR MERCIER And | see obviously
it's tapered, according to this diagram And just
| ooki ng at the Verizon installation at 145, the
branches kind of the end of the panels. |Is the
intent to cover the panels with the branches?

THE WTNESS (Vergati): Yes. Wen
we designed the trees, when you get down the road
you're actually ordering the product fromthe
manuf acturer. W're very close in the design of
the tree pole, and there's certain options that we
can do as far as branch | engths.

Regardl ess if we have tapered
branches, neani ng shorter branches on top going
for a wwder profile on the bottom or non-uniform
branches throughout the tree, we make sure that
when our custoners, our tenants construct, that
t hese standoffs with their antennas are very, very
tight.

So the antennas thensel ves are
conceal ed within the branches so you don't have
sonet hi ng protrudi ng out past the branchline.

THE WTNESS (Burns): And this wll
all be painted as well to match the tree.
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THE CHAIRVAN: | think M. Lynch
has a foll ow up question

MR. LYNCH. Just one follow up
question on the town's antennas. You answered
hal f ny question, so I'll go to the half you did
not answer.

I f you have another carrier that
cones on the tower, and they only need a nuch
| ower hei ght, would these whip antennas -- | think
you said they're 7 feet, or are they 14 feet?

THE WTNESS (Vergati): They're
putting a total of five antennas and three di shes.
Four out of the five are kind of seven feet in
|l ength. The fifth antenna is ten feet.

MR. LYNCH I|If you have -- going
back now -- if you have another carrier that |ow,
woul d you have any problemw th the separation
between the new carrier and the Town's equi pnent?
Wiy do you have to have a certain separation
hei ght for that?

THE WTNESS (Vergati): Yeah,
certainly we'd coordinate with any installation,
both with the carriers and public safety to naeke
sure there's no interference issues. Regarding
that, we would defer that over to the RF engi neers
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that talk the lingo, but we feel that there's
enough separation the way we've proposed for both
the Town's public safety, and for up to four to
five carriers to operate vertically on real estate
on the pole.

MR. LYNCH. Thank you

MR MERCIER | guess I'mgoing to
turn quickly to tab nine, and that's the
visibility analysis. And M. Libertine, |I'm going
to l ook at the aerial photograph provided near the
end of aerial -- two-mle radius, the view shed
map.

' ve | ooked through the photographs
in the application, provided in the application,
you know, and the representative |ocations pretty
much well cover the area for views. | just want
to know what your thoughts were of views south of
phot o si x al ong Morehouse Road.

Is that going to be generally Ilike
six, or alittle nore dense vegetation in there?
Or whatever you saw i n your reconnai ssance, could
you pl ease expl ai n?

THE W TNESS (Libertine): Right.

If you drive down the road in that southerly
direction you get to photo six. There's a gate,
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in that we took the shot in the street.
Essentially in front of that gateway, where
there's -- it's not -- not well maintained. I
don't think they're using it for any type of, you
know, routine access.

But there was a clearing there so
it gave us an opportunity to | ook though the trees
so that we could at |east get a representative
shot. \What happens is as you nove further south
al ong the road, that that screening gets thicker.
It's not broken up by any type of breach or access
point. The road also starts to dip down slightly
before it starts to take sone sharp curves as it
noves further to the south.

So essentially fromthe road itself
there was no real visibility through the trees
when we took our shots during |eaf-off conditions.
Qobvi ously the nodel is show ng sone scattered

views, or potentially through the -- through the
trees as the | eaves are off the trees.
As you nove south and, | would say,

east of the road itself, very difficult to tell as
to whether or not that's likely over predicting,
somewhat certainly fromground level, but it is a
conbi nati on of both topography and vegetation
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i ntervening along the road there, or between the
road and the facility itself. That essentially
does not provide any type of direct |lines of sight
back to the tower site.

MR. MERCIER  Now as you've just
di scussed, the road kind of curves as you head
generally southeast. Right at the first curve on
the eastern side of the road is Ms. Westnorel and' s
resi dence. Could you please explain the
visibility fromthat, her residence, if any, or
property for that matter?

THE W TNESS (Libertine): Yeah.
Gobvi ously not having any opportunity to step onto

the property, | did nmy field evaluations from out
in front of the driveway in the frontage of the
road. It was very difficult. | think there are

probably sone opportunities certainly at the road
| evel to | ook through breaks in the trees, again
with the | eaves off the trees where you m ght be
able to make out a portion, top portion of the
tower as it is above the trees at our site.

Not abl y, her property sl opes down
to the east towards her house. So | think her
perspective is going to be certainly sonmewhat
different than what you're seeing at road | evel
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And ny guess is because it's at a | ower el evation.
Again, certainly at ground level | think it's
going to be very difficult to see sonething from
t here.

| can't speak to first or second
stories in the hones, or in the hone itself, but
ny initial thought was when we flew this back in
2015 it was placed that the hones -- they are set
down a little bit because they are fairly close to
the property itself, although were set back off
the road substantially. But it did not allow for
that kind of opportunity to see that |ine of
si ght.

If they were at a higher el evation
| think we'd have nore of the open visibility
shot. So nmy guess is that if you know what you're
| ooki ng for and you're standing certainly at the
edge of the driveway com ng onto the road, there
are probably sone opportunities to see it
dependi ng upon where you're standing. But | think
as you nove onto the property | think that again
that I ower elevation is probably going to work to
our advantage from a standpoint of keeping this
thing fairly hidden.

THE CHAI RVAN: A fol | ow up
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questi on?

MR. SILVESTRI: Thank you
M. Chai r man.

M. Libertine, when we're talking
about photos five and six they're both from

Mor ehouse Road. Is five nore representative of
t he address, say, of 448 to 458? I'mtrying to
get, like, where on Morehouse Road that was

actual ly taken?

THE W TNESS (Libertine): Yeah, |
don't have the specific addresses that were across
the street there. But | would say, certainly,
yes. | think --

MR, SILVESTRI: And then simlarly
| was | ooking at view six as being maybe around
418, but I"'mnot sure if that's correct?

THE W TNESS (Libertine): Yeah, 1'd
have to cross reference in the abutter map. And |
t hi nk generally speaking, yes, but let ne just
verify those nunbers.

Yeah. | would say that's -- that's
correct and that's really based on when you | ook
at the foreground in those photos where you see
nore of the open field in the foreground,
certainly that that's significantly north of the
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gate that | had referenced earlier. So yeah,
woul d say that's a fair characterization. 456 --
|"msorry, 448 and 4 -- maybe through 422,
somewhere in that range.

MR, SILVESTRI: Ckay. So | was
cl ose?

THE W TNESS (Libertine): Yes.
Yeah.

MR. SILVESTRI: Thank you
M. Chai r man.

MR MERCIER M. Libertine, you
just nentioned in a previous discussion that sone
of the property sloped down. On Mrehouse Drive
t hey sl ope down towards their residences. |s that
li ke a 15, 20-foot el evation change? Do you have
any eyebal | i ng?

THE W TNESS (Li bertine):

Eyeballing, |'d say it's certainly
in the 10 to 15-foot range. I'mnot sure if it's
much nore than that. Well, now that |'m| ooking
at the topo, yeah. 1'd say on average we're

probably tal king, you know, sonmewhere between 10
and 15 feet.

MR. MERCIER And we were just
discussing a utility run and sone cl earing al ong
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the public works gravel, |og storage, dunp area.

If there's sonme shrub cut back,
woul d that increase the view from Ms.
West nor el and' s house, or across the street in
general? O is there enough screening in the way
of the tower?

THE W TNESS (Libertine): It's --
that's a good question. The good news is, fromny
perspective froman esthetic standpoint, is that
any of the clearing is going to be done on the
west side of the stone wall itself. So there's a
substantial anount of | ow grow ng vegetation on
the road right-of-way to the east of the wall.

That woul d be maintained, so | think we would | ose
sone. | think that area has been disturbed
t hrough t he years.

So again, it's scrub vegetation and
a lot of that probably is vines clinbing up sone
dead trees as well. It will probably reestablish
itself in a couple of years. But yeah, | think if
we're tal king about eight to ten feet of clearing
to accommodate the trench, then certainly sone of
that is going to go, but again it wll be on that
west side which will help maintain everything
al ong the roadway itself.
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MR MERCIER  Just to be clear, |
know we tal ked about shrubs and stuff, but there
are a few larger dianeter trees in there, but you
can't work around those. Mst likely those would
have to cone down. This is for the utilities
goi ng from Morehouse Road towards the piles. You
know, there's a cluster of naybe eight, ten trees.

THE WTNESS (Burns): When we first
take the turn off the road it |ooks |like there's
maybe three or four nore or less trees. And then
we tried to route it around the bigger trees that
woul d inpact visibility and we kept it on the
public works side of the stone wall.

MR. MERCIER. Ckay. Thank you.

And M. Libertine, while we're
di scussing this, can you describe the balloon fly
t oday?

THE W TNESS (Li bertine):

Certainly. W' ve had an
approxi mately four-foot dianmeter red heliumfilled
bal | oon tethered at the site since about 7:45 this
nmorni ng. Wat we decided to do today as a fair
representation of the overall height, we actually
tethered the string to 153 feet with the 4-foot
bal | oon on top so that the top of the ball oon was
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representing 157 feet at the top of the faux
branches of the proposed nonopol e.

And the bottom of the ball oon at
153 feet, just to give you folks a reference
point, there was sone fog, dense fog this norning
that did burn off. Wnds were fairly cal munti
about noontine, and then they've picked up
substantially. And I think by the tine that we
did the site wal k, you know, we were getting sone
cal mconditions where we had the balloon at full
hei ght and there were other tines we were probably
t al ki ng, you know, anywhere from8 to 15 or nore
mles an hour wind speed. So it started bouncing
t hings around quite a bit.

W'l keep the balloon up until 6
p.m as noticed.

MR. MERCI ER. Thank you. 1In the
application there was discussion -- it was on page
16, just about the northern | ong-eared bat and
sonme outreach to the US Fish and Wl dlife service.
Was there any response received fromthe Fish and
Wldlife to date?

THE W TNESS (CGustafson): No
response has been received, but in accordance with
t he gui dance policy for consultation on the
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northern | ong-eared bat through their streanlined
consul tation process, after the 30-day shot cl ock
expires, if no correspondence is received then
it's deenmed to be in conpliance. So -- and no
response was received within 30 days of that
subm ssi on.

MR. MERCI ER  Thank you.

THE WTNESS (GQustafson): You're
wel cone.

MR. MERCIER And the |ast question
| have has to do with sone of the service
deficiencies described earlier in the public
official coments, and | would turn to tab 6 of
the application, the 700 negahertz coverage maps.
And there was sone nention of Route 58 during the
earlier cooment. And | just want to determine if
Route 58 is adequately covered on this, on the 700
nmegahertz coverage nap.

And | believe Route 58, according
to the map, is just west of the Hem ock Reservoir,
the northern extent. |In the area, there's sone
bei ge col ors on the map.

So if you turn to proposed 700
nmegahertz coverage, the coverage line is kind of
runni ng on Route 58, so | wasn't sure if it's
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goi ng to be adequately covered or not.

THE W TNESS (U anday): As a side
note, there's not an adequate coverage al ong Route
58 basically due to the topography and the terrain
in the area. And even with the -- with the site
on there, we kind of still see sone stretch of --
not really no coverage, but inadequate or
unrel i abl e coverage al ong Route 58.

MR. MERCIER So about half a mle
or so of unreliable coverage, roughly according to
the map here?

THE W TNESS (U anday): Roughly,
| ess than a half mle, yes.

MR. MERCIER  You know, if this
site was constructed would there be any ot her
attenpt to try to provide service to this stretch
of road? You know, I"'mnot sure if it's, you
know, developed or not. It seens |ike a travel
corridor. Wasn't sure if that was in Verizon's,
you know, short-termplan to pick this up al so.

THE WTNESS (U anday): |'m not
kind of sure, but we're actually | ooking at one,
one cell site along -- along this area, but I'm--
| just didn't get the exact location of this
search area, but we sill have one cell site that
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is planned in the are and |I'mnot also sure where
that is right now, but when |I designed that | was
| ooking for a steeple, a church steeple. And
just didn't get the location of it, but we're
definitely | ooking at enhancing that area of
route -- Route 58.

MR. MERCIER  Ckay. Thank you. |
don't have any other questions. Thank you.

THE CHAI RVAN:  Continue wth the

Council. M. Harder.

MR. HARDER: Yes, thank you. |
have just a couple questions, | guess, on a couple
I ssues. First, on the public comments, | guess.

Qovi ously this has been a |ong
process with a nunber of public proceedings. |
think the application indicated you sent out 23 or
24 notices to required property owners and ot her
parties. Maybe | m ssed sone reference, but how
many actual comments did you get back?

THE WTNESS (Vergati): |In response
to question nunber 26 in the interrogatories, with
the abutters notices we received all but one. So
21 out of 22 of the certified mailings cane back.

MR. HARDER Right. Actually, I
understood that, but I was wondering if you had
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gotten any substantive conmments other than just
the certified mailing?

THE WTNESS (Vergati): No, not
that we're aware of.

MR. HARDER  The ot her comment or
question, | guess, is on the facility itself. |
know you' ve chosen the nonopine. |'m wondering
how do you nmake the decision to choose that versus
the nore, you know, the nore traditional tower.

| know obviously in sone situations
t he nonopi ne can blend in, and probably sone
peopl e prefer that. But sone of the sinulated
phot ographs to ne look ridiculous. If | had to
make the choice I'd rather see a cell tower.

"' mjust wondering, are there
typically surveys, or you know, do you get sone
sense fromthe public before you make t hat
deci sion? And how do you nmake that decision?

THE WTNESS (Vergati): Sure. |It's
all a matter of opinion, obviously in the eye of
t he beholder. During the process with the Town of
Easton various designs of stealth were discussed.
It was the Town's preference to go with a nonopine
tree with the understanding that the ultimte
decision -- and this is witten right into the
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| ease agreenent with the Town, section 7-B, is
that the Siting Council will have the ultimte
decision on the type of facility.

So when we present the visuals we
presented t hem obvi ously both as the nonopine from
our initial discussions with the Town -- is what
we show on our zoning draw ngs, our |ease exhibits
and the agreenent that we'd have with the towns,
that we would lead off in this application, Docket
473, with a nonopine facility.

At the end of the day wth any
I nput fromthis process, be it the Siting Council
menbers, town officials, the public, we can have
that discussion. |If another design is warranted,
it makes no difference to Honel and Towers, but
again that's how we arrive at that.

THE CHAI RVAN: M. Silvestri?

MR. SILVESTRI: Thank you, M.
Chai r man.

| wanted to go back to the history
of the site, if you will, to try to clear up sone
confusion | have. Fromthe First Selectman's
comrents earlier, it appeared to ne that the
project was initiated by the Town, as opposed to
you fol ks.
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Is that correct that the Town
approached you, or did you have sonething in the
wor ks?

THE WTNESS (Vergati): | can
answer that. Being the regional manager for
Honel and Towers, | handle the real estate and |'m

the one that's out there | ooking for sites,
obvi ously.
| had approached the prior
sel ectman, Tom Herman back in early -- well, late
2011, early 2012, letting himknow ny intentions
| ooking for a cell site in the area. W had
di scussed various | ocations. The town properties
that were discussed at that point were two
| ocati ons, 515 Morehouse Road and 244 Beers Road.
| let the First Sel ect man know,
again Tom Herman at that tinme, that when | do ny
due diligence we certainly use that for al
properties. But if the Town is interested in
hosting a tower on town property we would
certainly look at that if it nmade sense, visually,
| east environnental inpact and so forth.
That was a very |ong and arduous
process with the Towmn. It started in basically
t hat February of 2012 with the proposal letter
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t hat went out.

| had appeared up to 15 tines
before the planning, zoning and board of sel ectnen
t hrough this process in various presentations.
During this five years, if you want to say the
timeframe, the Town had reached out to the Siting
Council, asked for coverage plots for Easton and
| ack of coverage.

The Town al so did their own
internal report fromthe planning and zoning
conm ssi on where they evaluated all of the town's
properties and | ooked at, | believe, five or six
of them And they cane up with the concl usion
that the Mrehouse tract, which they call it the
515 Morehouse tract, was the nost preferred across
the board as far as hitting all the criteria that
the Town was | ooking for.

So that was kind of the process.
During that five years as well there was a stop
and go. The Town had -- when | initially had --
was working with the Town, they had rel eased an
RFP, a request for a proposal to nmake the process
conpetitive. Then they put the breaks on that RFP
and they rei ssued another RFP about a year |later.

Honel and was -- Honel and Towers was

BCT Reporting LLC





0O~NO Ol b~ WN P

Page 47

successful in being awarded that bid. It did go
t hrough the P and Z process, through the 824
referral. Was ultimately voted on and approved by

P and Z in Septenber, | believe, of 2013. W
ended up signing a | ease, obviously with the Town.
So there's a long history here of when | think
back of all the tines |I've driven down this way,
about five years, the culmnation of ny tine.

MR. SILVESTRI: Thank you for that.

So when you started | ooking at it
you were investigating because of your perception
of gaps in coverage, ineffective attenpts,
capacity type issues. Wuld that be correct?

THE WTNESS (Vergati): \Wen we
|l ook at it as a tower devel oper and we | ook at an
area, we talk to the carriers. W understand
where their needs are and where they're | ooking.

Knowi ng sone of the history here in
town where other carriers have actual ly | ooked for
sites here in the central portion of Easton, we
have a general idea or a very good idea. It's not
a perception that we look at. It's a very good
| dea of where we need to | ook.

We also run our own plots by a
third party to confirmthat we're |l ooking in the
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right |ocation, obviously. Knowi ng the fact that
| think that a tower or a facility here has not
been constructed here in town since roughly --
2000 was the last facility alnost 17, 18 years
ago.

It's an area that's woefully
under served and we recogni ze that as a devel oper.
And we talk to the carriers and they | et us know,
yes, you're |looking in the right spot.

MR. SILVESTRI: If you turn to the
responses to interrogatories specifically on page
4 for question 6, you do have the ineffective
attenpts/dropped calls listed for the nonth of
April .

| "' mcurious on the Easton north 2,
where we have .49 percent ineffectives and 2.09
percent dropped. Wat were actual nunbers?

THE WTNESS (U anday): For Easton
north through the actual nunbers for the IAs is
64. Dropped call count is 271

MR. SILVESTRI: Sixty-four and 271
Is that correct.

THE W TNESS (U anday): That's
correct.

MR. SILVESTRI: Thank you. Then
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earlier we were tal king about Route 58. If this
project is approved, does approval trigger changes
to these other cell sites that are listed in that
response? O would the next step be al ong Route

8 -- Route 58 as you nentioned before?

THE WTNESS (U anday): |'msorry.
| didn't hear.

MR. SILVESTRI: 1'Il repeat it.

The facilities you have listed in the response,
Easton north two, Fairfield, Plattsville, et
cetera. Those are towers that are affected now
with ineffective attenpts and dropped calls.

Shoul d the project we're working on
now i n Easton be approved do you have to go back
to do any type of upgrades, software or otherw se
to these? O is your next step to | ook at the
Route 48 area and then try to build sonething el se
t here?

THE WTNESS (U anday): Actually
we're | ooking at both at the sane tine. W are
aggressively right now upgrading all our cell
sites to the |atest equipnent. And at the sane
time we're always | ooking at the -- where we can
still enhance our coverage, especially in this
portion of Easton al ong Route 58.
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MR, SILVESTRI: Ckay. So it's dua
fol d?

THE WTNESS (U anday): |It's dual.

MR. SILVESTRI: Thank you. (oing
back to the conpound and the area that we | ooked
at today, it's nmentioned in the application that
approximately 37 trees are slated to be renoved.
Are any new pl antings being proposed?

THE WTNESS (Burns): At this tinme
there's no new pl antings being proposed around the
conpound.

MR. SILVESTRI: Also in the
conpound, | ooking at SP-1 or 2, the generator
seens to be |l ocated at the [ owest point in that
conpound. Was there any thought about noving that
further to the east so it's nore uphill? And the
reason | bring that up, in the event that there's
a spill or leak it would still be kind of confined
to the conpound as opposed to possibly rolling
downhi | | .

THE WTNESS (Burns): Verizon's
generators sit on top of their steel platformso
it's actually sitting on top closest to their
equi pnent cabinets and their battery cabinets
because that's what it's serving and it all cones
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as one unit.

And that's -- that's where it's a
shared generator. |It's Verizon's generator, so
it's going wth their equi pnent.

MR SILVESTRI: Yeah. No, | was
just |l ooking at space. And you know, you have one
corner. It |looks |ike, gee, maybe it shoul d be
noved back to the other corner. That was ny
t hought behind it, but let me stay with the
gener at or .

| asked this question in the field
review, and for the record I'll ask it again.
There is no natural gas available. Correct?

THE WTNESS (Burns): That's not
true. After you asked that in the field we went
and investigated. There is natural gas at the
school and | drove Morel and before | cane here.
And it appears there is visible evidence of
natural gas in Mreland. Size, capacity,
pressure, | have no idea. It was not investigated
for any use at the conpound.

MR, SILVESTRI: But there m ght be
a renote possibility we could have a natural gas
generator instead of diesel?

THE WTNESS (Burns): That's a true
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stat enent .

MR. SILVESTRI: Ckay. For now | et
me stay with the diesel. The specification sheet
that's in attachnent seven for the diese
generator, there's an inmage that's on the first
generator page there. |Is the fuel tank actually
| ocat ed sonewhere within that inage of the
generator? O is it separate?

THE WTNESS (Burns): The fue
tank, there's a 92-gallon diesel belly fuel tank.
It's all one unit and the tank sits underneath the
gener at or .

MR. SILVESTRI: Ckay. So the
pi cture they have there is all one?

THE WTNESS (Burns): Correct. It
actual | y appears as one cabi net.

MR. SILVESTRI: And you asked ny
foll ow up question about the 92 gallons. Thank
you.

THE WTNESS (Burns): You're
wel cone.

MR, SILVESTRI: Wat is the rupture
basi n al arnf®?

THE WTNESS (Burns): The -- the
generator is -- has a |l eak detection system both
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in the panel on the generator. It also has a
renbte alarm so if there is aleak it's detected
and it alerts Verizon that there -- that there is

a problemw th the generator and there's a | eak at
t he generator.
MR, SILVESTRI: So the alarm

enunci ates. You'll get notified renotely --
THE WTNESS (Burns): Correct.
MR, SILVESTRI: -- at one of your

facilities for a response?

THE WTNESS (Burns): That is
correct.

MR, SILVESTRI: At full load is the
fuel consunption of the generator roughly 1.9
gal | ons an hour?

THE WTNESS (Burns): At a

hundred percent | believe the nunber -- it's close
to 1.9. | think it's actually 1.81 gallons per
hour .

MR. SILVESTRI: So quick math,
woul d a 92-gallon tank, 1.8, 1.9 gallons per hour,
a full load you mght have 48 that you could run?

THE W TNESS (Burns): Yeah, you're
| ooki ng at cl ose to 50 hours running at a hundred.

MR, SILVESTRI: Excellent. M math
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I's good. Thank you.

THE WTNESS (Burns): You're
wel cone.

MR, SILVESTRI: How often would you
anticipate that he tank would need to be refilled
under normal conditions?

THE WTNESS (Burns): They run it

once a week for about 20 m nutes -- | nean, every
ot her week for about 20 mnutes. | would think

t hat under normal conditions you're | ooking at
filling it every three nonths or so, maybe, nmaybe

alittle nore.

MR, SILVESTRI: Wen it's run for
mai nt enance purposes or for otherwise, is it a
renote start, or do you need sonebody present
t here?

THE WTNESS (Burns): | believe
it's a renote start.

MR. SILVESTRI: Even for
mai Nt enance pur poses?

THE WTNESS (Burns): | believe so,
yes.

MR. SILVESTRI: Ckay. To refill
the tank, how would refilling be acconplished?
Wul d that be a contractor?
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THE WTNESS (Burns): Yes, they're
going to have to conme out and pull the hose and
fill the tank, yes.

MR. SILVESTRI: How do they have
access to the conpound?

THE WTNESS (Burns): They w ||
nore than |ikely have their own | ock on the
conpound, or know what the conmbination to get into
t he conpound is.

MR. SILVESTRI: Wuld they be on
their own, or would they be supervised?

THE WTNESS (Burns): | don't know
the answer to that. | believe they're on their
own, but they probably -- probably have to alert

t he construction manager who represents that site
that they're going to be in there.

MR. SILVESTRI: Ckay. One of the
comrents we received froml think it was DPH

t al ked about spill prevention neasures, and they
had | ooked at possibly an inpervious surface that
you'd have for refilling. M question is,

actually would a portable truck berm be avail abl e
that could protect any spills fromgetting into
t he environnent ?

THE WTNESS (Burns): |I'msorry. |
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m ssed that. Portable truck?

MR SILVESTRI: Bern?

THE WTNESS (Burns): Berm

MR. SILVESTRI: | hate to use the
word "blowup,"” but it's kind of like a blowp area
that you'd situate it so. The truck would drive
into it, and if anything happened with the truck
during a refilling operation it would be
cont ai ned.

THE WTNESS (Burns): Wth the
configuration as it sits nowthat is not the way
it's designed. We would have to investigate
further if that would be sonething that could
work. It would -- it would nean the separation of
t he generator fromthe equi pnent, which isn't
necessarily the end of the world, but the idea
Wi th Verizon's equipnment is that it's conpact.

It's actually delivered to the site
on the platformw th the cabinets attached. And
they just put it right on the piers and it's good
to go.

So | suppose it's -- it's sonething
that could -- in ny experience we haven't done it
on any site.

MR. SILVESTRI: Yeah, the concern
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Is nore with you bring the truck there to refill
it. You have a hose. Wat type of spil
prevention neasures do you have?

THE WTNESS (Burns): Well, there's
a contai nnent systembuilt into the generator.

MR, SILVESTRI: Correct.

THE WTNESS (Burns): So the

generator itself for a spill can hold, | believe
it's 125 percent capacity, but as far as a spil
fromthe truck itself refilling, there's no
prevention for that. It's just normal, you know,

hi s normal mai ntenance and code that he has to
abi de by when he's delivering fuel.

MR. SILVESTRI: There's a nunber of
precautions, shall we say, that are normally put
into place. And that was really the concern of ny
guestion, is to make sure that we do have adequate
spill protection containnment, counterneasures,
cl eanup, whatever we have for that type of system

That's all | have, M. Chairnman.
Thank you

THE CHAI RVAN:  Thank you.

M . Hannon.

MR. HANNON:  Thank you,

M. Chai r man.
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| had a nunber of questions that
have al ready been asked and answered. | nade a
comrent out in the field, so I'll just reiterate
that, that there was an issue that | had with the
aerial photos that showed where the |ocation of
t he underground utilities would be. And it's been
expl ai ned by a couple of people that it's actually
t he engi neer diagrans that are depicting where the
line is, so l'mfine there.

The tower sharing. It's 150 feet.
Could it be expanded?

THE WTNESS (Vergati): Was your
guestion, could it be expanded?

MR, HANNON: Yes.

THE W TNESS (Vergati): Per our
| ease docunent that the Town -- it is witten into
t he actual | ease docunent that the height of the
facility is 150 feet, excluding any appurtenances.
And anyt hi ng above the 150 woul d have to receive
the witten approval by the Town.

MR HANNON: And if it was to be
expanded, |'m assuning that the antennas of the
Town would -- at |east those at the top would go
up al so. Because | think the | owest ones are al so
town antenna or dishes, so those would remain the
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sanme. But if it was expanding, |'m assum ng then
that the three units on the top would also rise
with the expansion of the unit?

THE WTNESS (Vergati): Typically
W th town equi pnment they have transmt and receive
antennas, and they like to be at the highest for

transmt, | believe, and the |lowest for a receive.
If it was extended | woul d assune that the Town
may want to still keep that hi ghest spot on the
t owner.

MR. HANNON: | had sone questions

about the 37 trees, but that's al ready been asked
and answered. Can you give ne an approxi nmate

di stance between where the tower is going and
where the ani mal shelter is?

THE WTNESS (Vergati): The
approxi mate di stance is about 330 feet away so the
ani mal shelter is basically southwest -- southeast
of the proposed facility.

MR, HANNON:  Ckay.

THE WTNESS (Vergati): The ani nal
shelter has an AMSL of roughly 380 feet. Qur site
I's roughly 440 AMSL

MR. HANNON: Okay. And then to
follow up on the natural gas, is there nore than a
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renote chance that if natural gas is avail able
there would be a natural gas unit?

THE WTNESS (Burns): It's hard to
say only because | don't know what the pressure is
out there and if it can handle what we're going to
ask it to handle. And if that's the case, you may
have to upgrade the main for sone distance. So
it's tough for ne to answer that.

MR. HANNON: Right, but assum ng
that the pressure was okay, then going with a
nat ural gas generator should be a reasonabl e

request, | woul d think?

THE WTNESS (Burns): It's really
the carrier's call. That's a request that could
be answered. | don't know if | could answer you

yes or no at that, but it is a request.

MR. HANNON: Okay. And then to
followup on M. Silvestri's |line of questioning,
my understanding is typically if you had a
contractor that's going out to these sites to add
di esel fuel to the tanks they would nost |ikely
carry or have an energency spill kit on site.

So |I''massunm ng you woul d not
mai ntai n one on site, but that the contractor
comng it would be required to maintain that on
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site or on the trucks?
THE WTNESS (Burns): That's true.
MR. HANNON: Okay. | have no ot her
guestions. Thank you.
THE CHAl RVAN:  Thank you.
Dr. Kl enens.
DR. KLEMENS: Thank you,

M . Chai r man. | have a series of different
questions. | guess I'll start with the generator
al so.

| noticed the gas connections
outside the school, and I'm | ooking at the letter
that we received and you have fromthe drinking
wat er section of the Departnent of Public Health,
and all the things that they' re recomendi ng.

The cl osest wetl and downsl ope from
t he proposed conmpound is how nany feet?

THE WTNESS (Vergati): It's
322 feet to the west, closest wetland.

DR. KLEMENS: And that is? Wat is
that wetland? Wat does it feed into?

THE W TNESS (Gustafson): That
wet | and systemdrains to the south, southwest and
it's part of the public water supply watershed
system So it eventually drains into the
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reservoir.

DR. KLEMENS: |Is that part of the
Cricker Brook watershed that it's draining into?

THE WTNESS (Gustafson): | believe
that's correct, yes.

DR. KLEMENS: GCkay. So continuing
with the generator questions. Sonething happens
to the generator which is now placed, as you've
said, at the very | owest point, 300 or so feet.

What is the attenuation factor if
you had a partial or a conplete failure of that?
Wul d the fuel in that attenuate through 300 feet
plus or m nus of woodland and soil? O would this
eventual |y reach the public drinking water supply
if we had a catastrophic failure or a large spill?

THE WTNESS (Gustafson): It's a
very good question, Dr. Klenens. | think it's a
little difficult to come up with a proper response
because there it is a considerabl e distance to
t hat wetl and resource.

However, you are |ooking at this
I ndi vi dual geol ogy being thin glacial till with
bedrock outcrops, and w thout having a good
under st andi ng of the bedrock geol ogy and the
potential for fissures to connect to a shall ow
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bedrock aquifer, there is still a potential that
there could be sonme groundwat er contam nation as a
result of a catastrophic rel ease.

DR. KLEMENS: So again, here's
anot her nmenmber of the Council really encouraging
| ooki ng at the gas solution for that reason

Let's tal k what no one has really
spoke about, the location of this particul ar
conmpound. And | guess it begs the question,
you're buil ding the conmpound. You're building a
road. You' ve got a field. Then you're cutting
t hrough a stone wall into a forest, and it just
seens to ne logically the sensible thing to do
woul d be to end, have that conpound tucked in the
corner of that open field. It's ten feet higher
and you don't have the loss of that forested
habitat, which we're going to get into the quality
of that habitat in a nonent.

But what is driving this sort of,
what | view as unnecessary environnental
destruction? W're charged w th bal ancing public
need with environnental stewardship. | just don't
see what we gain by cutting into that forest
except environnmental destruction that's
unnecessary.
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THE WTNESS (Vergati): | can
answer that question, Dr. Klenmens. W had worked
with the town officials obviously on the |ocation
of the facility on the property through various
I nteraction and feedback fromtown officials, and
t hey acconpanied us on a few site visits.

There was initial tal k of
potentially putting it in the actual DPW storage
yard. W felt that it was inappropriate in a
sense that we wanted to get it further west away
from Morehouse Road and get it nore into a general
screeni ng area.

The town sentinments were that they
wanted it tucked in the woods, because the open
fields right now that are there, they don't know
if they want to keep them as open space, if they
want to extend the playing fields and so forth. |
think at sone point there was even tal k about
maybe a sl edding park in that area.

So the sentinment was to put it into
t he woods to gain sonme natural screening for the
base of the tower as well as the equi pnent, not
knowi ng 10, 15 years down the road if there would
be activities in those fields. And if there were
it was the Town's opinion that they wanted to have
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the screening of the facility in the woods.

THE CHAI RVAN: M. Hannon has a
f ol | owup.

MR. HANNON:  Thank you,

M. Chairman.

On one of the questions | was
originally |ooking at was where the underground
utilities were originally depicted. And I know
that it's changed, but can you explain why the
| ocati on changed? D d that have sonething to do
with the Town not wanting that going through their
area?

THE WTNESS (Vergati): | would
have to take a |look at ny records on the utility
route and how it changed fromthe initial
presentation, keeping in mnd that when we
designed these sites we don't have the benefit of
doing the utility walk, in this case, with Ul
That cones further in the application process.

| know -- | believe there is an
open space area over by the original |ocation
where the utilities were to conme in. | believe,
and 1'11 double check and maybe we can discuss it

during our break, that there may be sone wetl ands
over there as well that we wanted to keep away
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fromcomng in fromthat area. So we felt best to
route it in the current configuration.

MR. HANNON: Okay. Thank you

DR. KLEMENS: Well, as we see from
many dockets, oftentinmes the | essees -- although
the lessors, rather, like to put it in places that
benefit themto the maxi rum but it doesn't always
benefit the environnment and other aspects. So |
am not noved by that argunent.

Let nme continue to ask questions
about that habit. Let's talk about that area that
you plan to put the conpound into. Could you
descri be the underlying geol ogy of that?

THE W TNESS (CGustafson): The area
of the proposed conpound consists of glacial till
deposits. It's thin glacial till soils overlying
shal l ow t o bedrock gaps, as well as exposed --
areas of exposed bedrock.

So it consists as a result -- or
the resulting forest is characterized as an upl and
dry/ mesi ¢ oak hickory dom nant forest habitat.

DR. KLEMENS: So you've just said
this is an upland dry forest dry/nesic forest?

THE W TNESS (CGustafson): Correct.

DR. KLEMENS: And you have red
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cedar in there. You have pignut. You have oak.
Correct?

THE WTNESS (GQustafson): That's
correct.

DR. KLEMENS: And you have a stone
wal | that separates that fromthe field. And in
your professional experience, do these stone walls
effectively act as barricades to a |ot of snal
wildlife, natural -- or sort of a human created
barri cade that woul d keep turtles, frogs,
sal amanders maybe from wandering into the field?
Is there sonme function that that stone wall m ght
have?

THE W TNESS (Gustafson): Yes.
Yeah, that's -- that's ny experience as well, that
they -- they afford, you know, sone type of
barrier. They also afford sone habitat, sone
m crohabitat for, you know, snakes, small mammal s
as well, as well as formng a barrier for, you
know, mgrating turtles and other aninmals.

DR. KLEMENS: Now as | read through
the report there's been no biological survey, no
I nventory done of the biota of what m ght be on
that dry/nmesic forest glacial till area |ying
above a wetl| ands systenf
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THE WTNESS (GQustafson): That's
correct. No formal survey has been perforned of
t hat ar ea.

DR. KLEMENS: And you're | ooking at
Donna McKay's letter fromthe NDDB. They did not
antici pate any inpacts based on what they knew,
but left the door open that, in fact, site surveys
may reveal other species.

It wasn't just that it was -- she
said there were no inpacts based on what they had
in their file, but there could be state listed
speci es di scovered as part of the survey of that
site?

THE W TNESS (GQustafson): That's
obviously a potential, and the |anguage that the
State uses for these type of reviews where they
don't have any records, they always include that
caveat ed | anguage that there's always a potenti al
for encountering other |isted species.

DR. KLEMENS: So this wetland that
basically is 300 and sone feet off, you have no
I dea what is in that wetl and bi ol ogical ly?

THE WTNESS (GQustafson): That's
correct. We did a -- we determ ned the
jurisdictional boundary of that wetland and the
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maj or cover type for the flora within that system
but not a fauna survey.

DR. KLEMENS: You actually were in
t hat wetl and?

THE W TNESS (Gustafson): Yes.

DR. KLEMENS: So did you see any
potential that there could be vernal poo
I ndi cators and species using that wetland?

THE WTNESS (Qustafson): In ny
opinion, for the delineated portion of that
wet | and area there would not be. It is

essentially a dry topographic swale that has sone
seasonal saturated soils. There's no inundation
of any neasurable depth within the reach of that
del i neati on.

As you nove through that wetl and
systemit beconmes nore expansive. You know, our

survey limts are -- nmay be extended 500 feet from
the facility. W still didn't observe any type of
vernal -- potential for vernal pool habitat, but I

woul d anticipate as you nove nmuch further distant
to the west and southwest within the interior of
that wetl and system where it expands in size, that
you know, there certainly could be a cryptic
habitat, but at that point we're probably
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approaching a thousand feet fromthe proposed
facility.

DR. KLEMENS: Ckay. So what you're
saying is basically based on your investigations,
knowi ng that vernal pool species will use the
adj acent upl ands, you think the potential for that
sl ope to be used by vernal pool obligate species
wWithin that wetland is quite small based on what
you observed in that wetl and?

THE WTNESS (GQustafson): [|I'd --
yes, | would. | think that's a fair assessnent.
| think there's always a potential when you have
wet | ands within 50, 100 feet that you could al ways
come across a wood frog because their mgration
di stance can be quite distant fromtheir natal
pools. But | think those occurrences woul d be
fairly rare in this particular |ocation

DR. KLEMENS: Well, let's |eave the
vernal pool obligates, and let's focus on box
turtles. You ve obviously spent a ot of tine, as
have |, looking at different habitats that support
box turtles.

Based on the sort of gestalt of
what you saw in that forest and field and wetl and
conpl ex, would you think this would constitute a
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box turtle habitat?

THE WTNESS (Gustafson): | woul d.
| think it has the conpilation of different
habitat types where | would not be -- be surprised

to conme across a box turtle in that area, you
know, regardl ess of whether there were no records
fromthe State.

It does have, you know, certain
characteristics where if | were, you know, walking
t hrough and spent, you know, a considerabl e anount
of time on that habitat doing a fauna survey, that
you know, at sonme point in tinme | wouldn't be
surprised to find a box turtle in that area.

DR. KLEMENS: So having said that,
i f one goes forward and places this conpound, in
which | think is not a very wi se place for what
|'ve said before, but would you, would Verizon
agree to the turtle protection protocols that DEEP
uses standardly?

THE WTNESS (GQustafson): | think
t he applicant would be anenable to incorporating,
you know, sone type of box turtle protection plan.
Simlar views done on other dockets in front of
the Council, and we could incorporate those into
the D and M plan, should the Council approve this
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facility.

DR. KLEMENS: O course, all of
that could be avoided if one placed it on the
other side of the stone wall in the field.
Correct?

THE W TNESS (Qustafson): | would
agree with that statenent, yes.

DR. KLEMENS: So the npbst -- the
| east risk to the turtles would be placing it in
the corner of the field?

THE W TNESS (Qustafson): | would
agree that there would be a lower risk with the
pl acenent in the field.

DR. KLEMENS: Thank you for that.
["mjust want to do a couple things on the
sinmul ati ons, and sone of this has al ready been
stated by M. Harder. He actually used the exact
same word | thought when |I was | ooking at sone of
that, sort of ridicul ous.

| want to really direct your
attention to sinulation nunber one. And there are
two photographs there, two sinulations. Can you
tell me what this -- there's a large pole |like
itemon the right-hand side. Let's see -- yes, on
t he right-hand side photograph.
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What is that? That's standing
al nrost at the sane visual elevation height as the
nonopi ne, or the tower. Is that a field |light or
somnet hi ng?

THE W TNESS (Libertine): | believe
they are |light stanchions. There's several of
them scattered throughout, especially as you nove
to the right, Dr. Klenens.

DR. KLEMENS: So |I'm |l ooking -- and

| think you're right. | think that's what they
are. So |I'mlooking at these two together and I
cannot see how -- this nonopi ne does | ook very odd

sitting there. You already have things that are
st andi ng up, poles.

There you have another pole with
sonme antennas on it. Certainly, at least fromny
perspective, it's nuch less visually intrusive.
You want to commrent on that?

THE WTNESS (Libertine): [If |
nmust, certainly.

We've actually had a go around
about this. M own opinion is that the nonopine
doesn't really work here. 1'mall about context.
| probably sound |i ke a broken record in front of
you fol ks saying that.
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Ray and | discussed this early on.
It was clear that that was the Town's initial
preference, and then the nore we | ooked at this
and noticed we had significant height above the
treeline, that the nonopine, certainly once we did
the sinmulations it becane clear that that was
goi ng to be nuch bul kier on the hori zon.

So ny opinion is that in this case
a traditional nonopole certainly is nore
appropriate, and | think is actually less visually
striking. Because not a lot of visibility overal
with this facility, but where you see it, you see
it pretty substantially above the trees. So |

would -- | would agree certainly with the
assessnent of M. Harder and yourself in terns of
it -- 1| mght not use the exact sane terns that

you fol ks used, but | think that certainly suns up
| think the general characteristics.

THE CHAl RVAN: Excuse ne. | have a
foll omup. Wien you talked to the Town did you
show them these sinulations? D d they have this
I nformati on?

THE W TNESS (Libertine): | would
have to defer to M. Vergati on that.

THE WTNESS (Vergati): These
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sinmul ati ons were conpleted, | think, in April of
2015. And yes, copies were sent to the Town.
THE W TNESS (Libertine): | think

the Town has good intentions, certainly. And I

t hi nk, you know, the fact is that as we tal ked
probably ad nauseam before on this issue, that in
the right situation this works. And | think it

m ght have been a feeling that, hey, we've got
this, you know, in the trees. So a tree kind of
poki ng above the trees mght | ook pretty natural.

Unfortunately that just doesn't
work here froma |lot of the perspectives where you
can see it.

DR. KLEMENS: Well, | renenber in
Docket 471 just a few weeks ago there was this
whol e di scussi on about when you don't have a pine
forest these things really are inappropriate. And
| think your case is really made if you | ook at
si mul ati on nunber seven.

You have one pine tree, but you
really start to see that even the screening
potential of this, it's drawn to it as opposed
to --

THE WTNESS (Libertine): R ght. |
woul d say from ny perspective, photo seven is
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probably the one spot where you coul d nake the
argunent because it doesn't poke above the trees
and it's kind of buried in the trees. So it's a
little bit nore unnatural.

But you're absolutely right,
Dr. Klenens. We're tal king about an area that
really has very little coniferous coverage. So it
can be sonewhat striking fromsone of the views.

DR. KLEMENS: | sonetines think
that there's sort of a sense that, you know, that
hiding -- and | hear talk froma | ot of people

there's a sense, oh, let's hide it in a nonopine
and | think people don't often think about the
ram fications of what that actually will | ook

li ke.

And | think what you' ve produced
really is very inportant because it gives us and
the Town -- and other people to really ook at it.
Soneti nmes what you wish for isn't necessarily
going to help you, and | think what you see here
I s a wonderful exanple of that.

But | often think people think this
IS what you have to do over tine to hide it, but I
think as we've tal ked about these visual things
it's in the eye of the behol der, but sonetines
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t hey have uni ntended consequences. | certainly
think that this may be a case |like that.

And | thank you, and | have no
further questions, M. Chairnman.

THE CHAl RVAN:  Thank you.

M. Lynch?

MR. LYNCH. Thank you,

M. Chairman.

A good part about going last is ny
smarter coll eagues have asked all the questions,
but I want to follow up on a couple things
starting with M. Libertine.

And you and | have had the
di scussi on over the years about nonopi ne versus
nonopole. And | actually agree with Dr. Kl enens.
The nonopole is a nuch |ower profile here than the
nonopi ne. And in sone cases the nonopi ne on the
simul ati ons, you want to stand under it and sing
Christmas carol s.

So is there anything you could do
for the standard nonopole? And here so far we' ve
only got one carrier, so there's only one -- going
to be one apparatus at the top. |Is there anything
you could do to help lower the profile of a
st andard nonopol e?
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And again, | agree with
Dr. Klenmens. | nmean H L. Mencken said it over a
hundred years ago tal king about prohibition. Be
careful what you wish for, you may get it.

THE W TNESS (Libertine): Agreed.

MR. LYNCH So is there anything
you can do col or-w se, you know, to sonmehow | ower
this profile of the nonopol e?

THE W TNESS (Libertine): Well, |
think there's two things that could at |east be
considered. One | can speak to if -- and | just
can't remenber it and | apol ogi ze, what docket it
was. But in R dgefield we have split the col ors.
It's a two-tone tower. It's a -- what | think is
probably traditionally called the sky blue at the
t op.

On a ot of days that works very

well. That actually happens to be a Honel and
facility and it came out wonderful. Not everyday
Is going to be a beautiful blue-robin sky.

MR. LYNCH. | understand that.

THE W TNESS (Libertine): But no
matter what we do, | think there's two school s of
t hought on the coloration. | think once the steel

goes up and starts to whether a bit it tends to
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dull. So I'ma firmbeliever in that, yeah, it
m ght have sonmewhat of an industrial look to it,
but it works in the New Engl and | andscape to a
great degree on a |lot of days during the year.

| think sonmeone coul d al so nmake the
argunent, boy, if you paint it blue at the top
above the treeline that can work on certain days
as well. And | think that goes back to a little
bit of the beauty is in the eye of the bal der.

But the second piece really cones
down to -- | would have to really defer to our RF
engi neer, but whether or not -- because we have
one carrier, and because at sone point it sounds
as though the Town wll be putting their whips on
the top. They'll also be fairly tight together.
So it's alnost |ike -- and because it will be
see-through it's not going to be a structure, so
it won't | ook massive.

W may want to consi der whether or
not we can sonmewhat bring in the antennas, not
what I'd call a flush array, but we've seen them
where they're not the full 12 or 14-foot platforns
that are depicted here in the photo sinul ations.

So that's sonmething -- | don't know
how it affects radi of requency coverage, sSo again
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I'd have to defer to the radi of requency engi neer
on that particular issue. But those are the two
things that come to mnd for this type of a
facility where we have in sone cases 70 feet above
the treeline being exposed.

MR. LYNCH. The surroundi ng canopy
is rather |l ow, so you know, that nakes it, whether
it's a tree or a nonopole stick out even nore?

THE W TNESS (Libertine): Agreed.

MR. LYNCH M. Vergati, is the
Town actually married to the nonopine? O were
they open to | ooking at a standard nonopol e?

THE WTNESS (Vergati): | certainly
don't want to speak for the Town. | know there
was i nput obviously fromthe board of sel ectnen
and P and Z and | and use and so forth. That's a
conversation | would be certainly happy to have.

I think we had the foresight when
we were doing the | ease to put that | anguage in
that, again the ultimte decision on design is
wth the Siting Council. But | can certainly have
that conversation with the first selectnman and the
ot her officials.

MR. LYNCH. And also, M. Vergati,
| thought | heard you say earlier that the Town is
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set at 150 feet and no higher. You know, if the
FCC, M. Libertine, conmes along and tells another
carrier they can go higher there's nothing the
Town or this Council can do about it. They can go
hi gher ?

THE WTNESS (Vergati): Actually,
they can't. If we're on a private property and
there was no height cap witten into a | ease
agreenent, and the 6409, that m ddle tax cl ass
relief came along, and a carrier wanted to go
hi gher, then, yes, we could as a tower devel oper
extent that tower 20 feet.

In this case there is a | ease
agreenent in place that specifically caps the
hei ght to be 150 feet, and the only way it could

be hi gher than 150 would -- again to be -- to
receive witten approval fromthe Town to do that.
MR, LYNCH: 1'Ill |eave that to our

| egal peopl e down at the other end.

I think I'mal nost finished.

| couldn't ask the fire chief or
the police chief earlier, but is the fire
departnent a volunteer fire departnent.

THE WTNESS (Vergati): [|'ll speak
tothat. It's a hybrid fire departnent. It
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sounds like it's made up of both vol unteer and
pai d.

MR. LYNCH. |'mdone, M. Chairmn.

DR. KLEMENS: So if the Town is
concerned about the height of the tower and you
have this sort of FCC -- which I think maybe we'll
hear whether or not what you, M. Vergati said is
actually legal -- but one way to hedge your bets
woul d be a 140-foot tower at the site that |
recommended, which is ten feet higher.

And that in the worst-case scenario
I f you have to extend that tower, you would still
be quite -- about 160 feet only. That's just a
conment, a reason to reconsider where you're
putti ng the conpound.

Thank you

THE CHAl RVAN: Ckay. Thank you
We're now going to give an opportunity for the
ot her party, Ms. Westnoreland to cross-exani ne.

M5. WESTMORELAND: [I'Ill try and
keep it as brief as | can.

What kind of inpact fromincreased
truck traffic are we likely to see on Mirehouse
Road? And what do you propose to do to minimze
t he i npact?
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THE WTNESS (Burns): During
construction there wll be an increase in truck
traffic, but once the conpound is up and running
the reality is it gets visited probably once a
nonth by a tech in a pickup truck. And even then
sonetines it goes |onger than a nonth, depending
on what their schedul es are.

M5. WESTMORELAND: And have you
gi ven any thought to planting around this site so
that it is less visible fromthe surroundi ng
comunity? Certainly you could put sone
fast-grow ng pines in.

THE WTNESS (Vergati): The way
it's designed right now, set back into the wooded
area there was no plans to do any | andscapi ng at
t he base of the tower.

M5. WESTMORELAND: And do you
realize that nost of Easton is on a well system
so any | eakage fromthe tower would go directly
into the community well system aside fromthe
reservoir that you have nentioned in fact?

MR. BALDWN:. Ms. Westnorel and,
just for clarification, you said community wells,
or private?

M5. WESTMORELAND: Private, private
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wel | s.

MR. BALDWN:. So not a comunity
wel | system but private wells.

M5. WESTMORELAND: No, but private.
Most people in town are on private wells.

THE WTNESS (Burns): The feeling
Is with the generator and the contai nment system
that cones with it, that the protection will be
there to prevent spills.

M5. WESTMORELAND: And can you nane
one positive thing that this would entail for the
di rect neighbors that is not being given to the
rest of the town?

THE WTNESS (Vergati): | would say
probably not. | mean, certainly the residents in
the area will benefit fromincreased cell coverage

and enhanced public safety.

M5. WESTMORELAND: But that woul d
be basically the benefit that the rest of the town
I's receiving at essentially the nei ghbors'
expense.

THE W TNESS (Libertine): |'mnot
sure | would characterize it that way, but | think
it's simlar to the existing facilities at the
school and the DPW It's a benefit for the
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community in general

M5. VWESTMORELAND: And do any of
you live near a cell tower, or do you plan to live
near a cell tower in the near future?

THE WTNESS (Libertine): | can say
at this end of the table, certainly it lives
Wi thin sights -- line of sight of cell towers,
yes. They're ubiquitous these days. They're
about -- not as conmon as tel ephone poles, but
they're getting there. That's the reality.

THE WTNESS (Burns): | can see

three fromny house.

M5. WESTMORELAND: And | would like
to make a statenent, if | may?

THE CHAI RVAN:  When it's your turn
for appearance -- your cross-exan ne you can nake
a brief, but not --

M5. WESTMORELAND: Perfect. Okay.
And | was under the inpression based on the
docunents that you provided that you were going to
put in a 1500 nmegahertz additional systemon top
of the 700 that had previously been nentioned. 1Is
that incorrect?

| read sonet hi ng about you need to
upgrade for the potential for increased use of a
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tower and increased uses by potentially Fairfield?

THE WTNESS (U anday): |I'm
guessi ng you may be tal ki ng about Verizon
deploying all of its |license frequencies, because
initially we are just deploying the 700 nmegahertz
and 2100 negahertz frequencies. And we still have
t he 850 nmegahertz and the 1900 negahertz in our
pocket just in case we need to deploy them

M5. VESTMORELAND: And so
potentially you would put themin at the base of
this tower?

THE W TNESS (U anday): The
antennas woul d still be up on the 145 | evel
reserved for Verizon.

M5. WESTMORELAND: So | take it
that's a yes?

THE W TNESS (U anday): The
equi pnent will go inside the conpound.

M5. WESTMORELAND: And how ruch of
this tower potentially would be used by the Town
of Fairfield instead of the Town of Easton?

THE WTNESS (Vergati): R ght now
there's no proposed equi pnent on the tower by the
Town of Fairfield.

M5. WESTMORELAND: But | read that
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potentially you would use it for Fairfield?

THE WTNESS (Vergati): | think if
your question is, would the residents of Fairfield
benefit fromthe coverage, | would | eave that to
RF to answer, | guess. | suspect they mght. |

believe the Fairfield town line is roughly
2100 feet away.

THE W TNESS (U anday): That's
correct. The northern portion of Fairfield would
benefit fromthe cell coverage fromthis tower.

M5. WESTMORELAND: And so how mnuch,
proportionately given the popul ati on of Easton and
t he popul ation of Fairfield, would this tower be
represented for just Easton?

THE W TNESS (U anday): | believe
we answered the portion with Easton, but with
Fairfield we didn't.

Well, the majority of the coverage
woul d be in Easton. And so |I'd say with the
popul ati on nunber that we stated in the
interrogatories, the magjority of it will be
resi dents of Easton.

M5. WESTMORELAND: Li ke 51 percent?
75 percent? 85 percent?

THE CHAl RVAN: Excuse ne. |f you
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have an answer in percentages, fine. But if you
don't, just say you don't so we can go on.

THE WTNESS (U anday): | don't
have the exact percentage.

M5. WESTMORELAND: Ckay. And what
ot her commercial sites were considered besides the
town property?

THE WTNESS (Vergati): There was a
total of 15 sites that were | ooked at, both town
properties, Aquarion properties, private
properties. And this site was chosen.

M5. WESTMORELAND: And when you put
in the underground line for the power to the
tower, why not just put the whole thing
under ground and not put up a new pole? W have a
tendency to have a lot of storns with trees com ng
down. It takes down the power for the whole
street.

THE WTNESS (Burns): W wal ked the
site with U and that is what their requirenent

us. If it was up to us we would run underground
fromthe pole, but they need to set a new -- their
desire, they're directing us to set a new pol e
about, | think it's 30 to 50 feet fromthe

existing one to put in, to go underground from
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t here.

M5. WESTMORELAND: | think that
concl udes ny questi ons.

THE CHAI RVAN: Ckay. Stay there,
but now you will be -- so we'll start with
sweari ng-in.

PAMELA WESTMORELAND
called as a wtness, being first duly sworn
by the Executive Director, was exam ned and
testified on her oath foll ows:

THE CHAl RVAN: W have, as far as
the exhibit, I think it was your request for party
status. Question is -- the only question really
I's, did you author that?

MB5. WESTMORELAND: Yes, | did.

THE CHAIRVAN: And it's accurate to
t he best of your know edge?

M5. WESTMORELAND: Yes, it is.

THE CHAI RVAN: Ckay. |Is there any
objection to it being admtted?

MR. BALDWN:. No, M. Chairmn.

THE CHAI RVAN:  So your exhibit is
admtted. And we'll now continue with
cross-exam nation by staff and then Council.
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MR. MERCI ER. Thank you. As M.
Li bertine testified to earlier, there was a ballon
fly today, and you wal ked the site. D d you have
the opportunity to go to your residence and try to
| ook for the balloon fromyour property today?

M5. WESTMORELAND: | did not notice
it, but I haven't |ooked for it either.

MR. MERCIER  Ckay. Thank you. |
have no ot her questi ons.

THE CHAl RVAN: M. Harder?

MR. HARDER  No questi ons.

THE CHAI RVAN: M. Silvestri?

MR. SILVESTRI: Thank you
M. Chai r man.

You had nentioned wells. Are nost
of the residences on Morehouse serviced by wells?

M5. WESTMORELAND: | don't know. |
can only guess.

MR SILVESTRI: Is yours?

M5. WESTMORELAND: Mne is not. W
converted to city water.

MR, SILVESTRI: Are they al so
serviced by septic tanks?

M5. WESTMORELAND: Yes.

MR. SILVESTRI: And do you know if
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the school is serviced by well or nunicipal water?

M5. WESTMORELAND: | don't know.

MR. SILVESTRI: Gkay. That's all |
have. Thank you, M. Chairnman.

THE CHAI RMAN: M. Hannon

MR. HANNON: | have not hi ng,

M. Chai r man.

THE CHAl RMAN: Dr. Kl enens.

DR. KLEMENS: Thank you,
M. Chai r man.

In your petition you said you don't
contest the tower, but you want to see it noved?

MB. WESTMORELAND: Wl I, |
recogni ze the need that the town has for cell
service. | mean, that's clear. | can't say that
| amthrilled by it's |ocation.

We have the dog pound. W have the
DPW dunp, and now we're going to have a cell
tower. This is not a confluence of events that |
find appealing.

DR. KLEMENS: Do you have any
comrent? Did you follow the suggestion | had of
noving the tower into the edge of the field? Does
that give you any benefit? Wrse? Better?
Indifferent?
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M5. WESTMORELAND: |'m not sure
that it bothers ne one way or another, but | do
bel i eve that the Town, when they initially started
havi ng heari ngs about putting a cell tower in near
the school there was a |ot of |ocal objection to
perceived risk fromel ectronmagnetic radi ati on, or
what ever el se mght conme with a cell tower. So
noving it closer to the school and the ballfields
probably isn't sonething the community woul d be
that thrilled about.

DR. KLEMENS: And you' ve probably
| ooked in the application. You're aware that --
did you see the tower, Trunmbull west and all those
ot her towers that nmake up Verizon's network there
that are in adjacent towns --

M5. WESTMORELAND: |'ve seen the
tower in Westport. | go by it every day on the
Merritt.

DR. KLEMENS: Sorry, |'mtalking.
Did you |l ook at the maps in the docket application
whi ch showed the | ocation, the propagati on nmaps
whi ch showed all their different towers that
Verizon has in the area?

M5. WESTMORELAND: Apparently not.

DR. KLEMENS: Ckay. Because nany
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of those towers are in adjacent nunicipalities and
| would i magi ne that many of them are benefiting
Easton resi dents.

M5. WESTMORELAND: | can tell you
am not benefiting fromany cell |ocation, that I
can think of. Cell reception at ny house is
terrible.

DR. KLEMENS: Ckay. | have no
further questions, M. Chairman. Thank you.

THE CHAI RVAN: M. Lynch

MR. LYNCH: Who is your carrier at
your house?

M5. WESTMORELAND:  Veri zon.

MR. LYNCH. Thank you. No nore
questions, M. Chairmn.

THE CHAI RMAN: Cross-exam nati on by
At t or ney Bal dwi n?

MR. BALDWN:. | don't have any
guestions, M. Chairman. Thank you.

THE CHAI RVAN: Ckay. Well, your
duty as an expert w tness has now been term nated.
You did an excellent job.

And the Council is going to take
the opportunity to break, to recess until 7 p.m
And at 7 p.m we will reconvene for conmments by
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t he public.

PAMELA WESTMORELAND: M ght | nmake
a statenent now, as opposed to com ng back at
seven o' clock and nmaking a statenent?

THE CHAI RVAN:  Ckay. |'msorry.
Go ahead.

PAMELA WESTMORELAND: So just a
couple of things that you all have tal ked about.

The reason | bring up the Westport
cell tower is because | believe it is a nonopole

tower. It's steel. You can see it frommles
around. It's the ugliest thing that | can think
of as you pass by on the Merritt. | don't view

that as an inprovenent over a kind of ridicul ous
| ooki ng nonopi ne.

The nonopine that's on WI bur Cross
as you go into New York | ooks rather nice. |If
that were what we were going to get, that would be
better than a steel tower with stuff sticking up
out of the top.

| think, you know, there is natural
gas on the street. | don't know, you know, what
the flowrate is or anything like that. W
converted to natural gas about a year and a half
ago. That's all | have to say.
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THE CHAI RVAN:  Again. Thank you
very much. And again, we'll break until 7 p.m
Thank you.

(Whereupon, the w tnesses were
excused and t he above proceedi ngs were concl uded
at 4:53 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATE

| hereby certify that the foregoing 95 pages
are a conpl ete and accurate conputer - ai ded
transcription of ny original verbatimnotes taken
of the Siting Council Meeting in Re: Docket No.
473, APPLI CATI ON FROM HOVELAND TOWERS LLC AND
CELLCO PARTNERSHI P Y B/ A VERI ZON W RELESS FOR A
CERTI FI CATE OF ENVI RONMENTAL COMPATI BI LI TY AND
PUBLI C NEED FOR THE CONSTRUCTI ON, MAI NTENANCE AND
OPERATI ON OF A TELECOVMUNI CATI ON FACI LI TY LOCATED
AT 515 MOREHOUSE ROAD | N EASTQN, CONNECTI CUT,
whi ch was hel d before ROBIN STEIN, Chairman, at
the Easton Public Library, Conmunity Room 691
Mor ehouse Road, Easton, Connecticut, June 20,
2017.

Robert G Di xon, CVR-M 857

Not ary Public
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2 For CELLCO PARTNERSHIP d/b/a VERIZON WIRELESS:
3 3 ROBINSON & COLE, LLP
4 Docket No. 473 4 280 Trumbull Street
5 Application from Honmel and Towers LLC and Cell co 5 Hartford, Connecticut 06103-3597
6 Partnership d/b/a Verizon Wreless for a 6 BY: KENNETH C. BALDWIN, ESQ.
7 Certificate of Environmental Conpatibility and 7
8 Public Need for the Construction, Mintenance and )
9 Operation of a Tel ecormuni cations Facility Located 9
10 At 515 Morehouse Road |n Easton, Connecticut 10
11 11
12 Siting Council Hearing held at the Easton 12
13 Public Library, Comunity Room 691 Morehouse 13
14 Road, Easton, Connecticut, Tuesday, June 20, 2017, 14
15 beginning at 3:00 p.m 15
16 16
17 Hel d Bef or e: 17
18 ROBI N STEI'N, Chairman 18
19 19
20 20
21 21
22 22
23 23
24 24
25 25
Page 2 Page 4
; AP Pearanses 1 THE CHAIRMAN: Good afternoon,
uncil Menbers: 2 ladiesand gentlemen. 1'd like to call to order
3 ROBERT  HANNCN, 3 this meeting of the Connecticut Siting Council,
4 DEEP Desi gnee 4 today Tuesday, June 30th, 2017. My nameis Robin
5 5 Stein. I'm Chairman of the Siting Council.
6 M CHAEL HARDER 6 Other members of the Council
7 ROBERT SI LVESTR 7 present are Mr. Hannon, who's a designee from the
8 DR MCHAEL W KLEVENS 8 Department of Energy and Environmental Protection;
9 DANFEL P. LYNCH, JR 9 Mr. Silvestri; Dr. Klemens; Mr. Harder and
10 10 Mr. Lynch.
11 Counci | staff: 11 Members of the staff are Attorney
12 MELANI E BACHMAN, ESQ, 12 Melanie Bachman, our executive director; and
13 Executive Director and 13 Robert Mercier our siting analyst.
14 Staff Attorney 14 This hearing is held pursuant to
15 15 the provisions of Title 16 of the Connecticut
16 ROBER MERCI ER 16 General Statutes and of the Uniform Administrative
17 Siting Analyst 17 Procedure Act upon an application from Homeland
18 18 Towers, LLC, and Cellco Partnership d/b/aVerizon
19 19 Wirelessfor acertificate of environmental
20 20 compatibility and public need for the
21 21 construction, maintenance and operation of a
22 22 telecommunications facility located at 515
23 23 Morehouse Road in Easton, Connecticut. This
24 24 application was received by the Council on
25 25 April 21st of thisyear.
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1 Asareminder to all, 1 thetown's playing fields.
2 off-the-record communication with a member of the | 2 At some point prior to 2012, before
3 Council or amember of the Council staff upon the 3 | wasfirst selectman, the then board of selectmen
4 merits of this application are prohibited by law. 4 asked the planning and zoning commission to ook
5 The parties to this proceeding are 5 at al municipal land and try and determine which
6 asfollows, the applicant Homeland Towers, and 6 if any of those parcels would be the most suitable
7 Verizon or Cellco, represented by Attorney Baldwin | 7 for acell tower, or whatever it took to remedy
8 of Robinson & Cole; and Pamela Westmoreland. 8 thelack of cell coveragein Central Easton.
9 We will proceed in accordance with 9 They returned with areport, which
10 the prepared agenda, copies of which areavailable |10 | have previously submitted to the Council along
11 on the table near the podium. Also available are 11 with aletter from myself. And the parcel of town
12 copies of the Council's citizen guide to Siting 12 municipal-owned land that they recommended, or
13 Council procedures. 13 came up at the top of their matrix was the piece
14 At the end of this afternoon's 14 that | believe you looked at today, the piece of
15 evidentiary session we will recess and resume 15 land just upslope from the animal shelter.
16 again at 7 p.m. for public comment session. The 16 So the board of selectmen issued an
17 7 p.m. public comment session will bereserved for |17 RFP. We had a couple bidders. The RFP was
18 the public to make brief oral statementsinto the 18 granted to Homeland Towers whose representatives
19 record. 19 are heretoday. And the Easton Board of Selectmen
20 | wish to note that parties 20 certainly supports this project and believes we
21 including their representatives and witnesses are 21 need to take some action to improve cell service
22 not alowed to participate in the public comment 22 in Central Easton.
23 session. | also wish to note for those who are 23 We had many, many, many public
24 here and for the benefit of your friends and 24 meetings. We looked into other aternatives such
25 neighbors who are unable to join us for the public 25 asDAS systems. The board of selectmen cameto
Page 6 Page 8
1 comment session, that you or they may send written | 1 the conclusion that atower of some type on this
2 comments to this Council within 30 days of the 2 parcel of land was the best solution for the Town,
3 date hereof, and such written statements will be 3 primarily for public safety reasons and also
4 given the same weight asif spoken at the hearing. 4 because obviously the residents of Easton should
5 If necessary, party presentations 5 enjoy the benefits of modern communications.
6 may continue after the public comment session if 6 Thank you.
7 timealows. 7 THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you.
8 A verbatim transcript will be made 8 Is there any other public official
9 of this hearing and deposited with the town 9 who would like to speak at thistime?
10 clerk's officesin Easton and Fairfield for the 10 TIM SHAW: Good afternoon. Chief
11 convenience of the public. 11 of Police Tim Shaw, Easton. Just very briefly
12 Isthere any public official that 12 just some notes. Wireless communications have
13 would like to make a statement at thistime? 13 become a commonplace in the current time to
14 ADAM DUNSBY: Yes. Good afternoon, |14 contact public safety in emergency situations.
15 everyone. My nameis Adam Dunsby. | antheFirst |15 Our dispatch center receives more 911 callsvia
16 Selectman for the Town of Easton. | think we'll 16 cellphonesthan landlines. Public safety is
17 have afew public officials who would like to 17 definitely affected by the lack of cell coverage
18 speak. 18 in Easton.
19 As| mentioned, I'm the First 19 On average there are approximately
20 Selectman of the Town of Easton. The Town has 20 eight to ten calls aday that have poor reception,
21 recognized for some time that we have a severe 21 orthecall islost. Another five times aweek
22 lack of cell coverage in the center of town 22 peoplewill walk into headquarters and report an
23 because there are no cell towers. Thisisa 23 incident because they were unable to make a call
24 portion of the town which contains both our public |24 in certain areas of town.
25 schools, the senior center, and the mgjority of 25 As historical perspective,
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1 approximately eight years ago the landline to 1 been multiple incidences of dropped calls while
2 cellphone calls received was approximately 60/40, 2 people are driving through town. On 58 and 136,
3 being 60 percent of the callswere vialandline, 3 theseinvolve dealing with accidents and fire
4 40 percent being cellphone. Currently it's more 4 calls, and it's delayed our response, slowed down
5 like a70/30, with cellphones being the majority. 5 our ability to render assistance.
6 The number isonly going up as some homeowners 6 There's been instances where we've
7 have completely gone away from landlines and would | 7 been requested to communicate with outside
8 rather usetheir cell phones. 8 agencies. | haven't been able to get asignal and
9 This department has had numerous 9 it'sdelayed aresponse by the DEEP, callsto a
10 callswherethe victim of anincident could not 10 larger spill at atruck accident. If we had
11 get through to the dispatch center. 11 gotten a cleanup contractor out there sooner it
12 Y ou know, | asked some of the 12 would have been -- we would have saved about
13 officers some of the examples, and one was a fatal 13 50 gallons of fuel going into the reservoir.
14 accident on an area of town where the coveragewas |14 We did have some incidents at the
15 poor. And apassenger in the vehicle was 15 baseball fields. We had aminor injury, and then
16 attempting to call and could not get through, and 16 we had amore significant injury. And the parents
17 an officer happened to be driving by and 17 weren't ableto get a cell and somebody actually
18 fortunately, you know, the incident wastaken care |18 had to get in their car and drive before they were
19 of, but these are the type of situations we do run 19 ableto call 911, and that resulted in a delay for
20 into. 20 the ambulance service to attend to the child that
21 The residents of Easton need to 21 wasinjured.
22 stay connected for any emergency that occursin 22 In addition, we would like to see
23 town, and | feel upgrading our mobile 23 better cell service at the schools. The cell
24 communicationsisamajor step in keeping our 24 serviceiswesk at Keller. It'saweek at
25 community much safer. This upgrade isneeded now |25 Staples. And should there be an incident there we
Page 10 Page 12
1 more than ever with the increase of cellphones 1 want people to have the ability to reach out and
2 only going up when they're contacting 911. 2 call 911, and get the dispatch. In this day and
3 Additionally, we do have an 3 age, particularly given some of the school
4 attached map. If anybody wantsit, | can hand it 4 dituations that have happened there should be no
5 in. It hasthe areas that we are affected by with 5 reason that people can't get asignal fairly
6 our patrol officerswhen we do goto calls. You 6 quickly.
7 know, that impacts also if the officer has to make 7 Aswe stand here, | meant to text
8 acall to dispatch while being on an 8 or call Selectman Dunsby and tell him | was
9 investigation. 9 running alittle bit late, but | got no service,
10 Y ou don't aways do everything over 10 sol couldn't do it.
11 theradio. Sometimesif it's private information 11 As Chief Shaw indicated, with
12 that you want to get you'll call dispatch, and in 12 people switching from direct landlines to bundling
13 certain areas of town we can't do that. So this 13 of services and going digital, they're less likely
14 would only enhance public safety, and | feel it's 14 to have aPOTSIine. When we do have major storms
15 long overdue. 15 and cable lines go down we run into a situation
16 So | have the areas of the town in 16 where people have to rely on their cell phones,
17 the map from our dispatch center. | can handthem |17 andin those situationsin certain parts of town
18 into somebody. Okay. Andyou'vegotit. Okay. 18 with weak signals we're not sure that people can
19 Thank you. 19 get the adequate service they need if they have to
20 THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you very much. |20 call 911.
21 STEVE WAUGH: I'm Steve Waugh, the 21 We have had some storms and we have
22 Fire Chief intown. I'velong been abig 22 had some areas of town where people have actually
23 proponent of increasing the cell coveragein 23 had to go across the street, go to the neighbors
24 Easton. 24 house and call 911, and indicate that they had had
25 As Chief Shaw indicated, there's 25 aproblem. So again, it delays our service and
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1 our being able to render aid to people when they 1 driveto apayphone. So yes, and everybody is
2 needit. 2 laughing, but there's no more payphones. So the
3 And my biggest fear isthe fear 3 cellphones have kind of replaced the payphones.
4 that Chief Shaw touched on, that somebody drives 4 So peopledrive to Fairfield to report things, and
5 down 136 or Route 58 and goes off the road without | 5 they don't know exactly where they happen. So
6 anybody seeing them and istrapped in their 6 then we send two towns up looking around for
7 vehicle, able to access acell but not get a 7 somebody either on the road or off the road, or
8 service, and actually diesin the vehicle before 8 somewhere like that.
9 we can get there to render assistance. 9 So you know, it's really important
10 So you know, from al aspects I'm a 10 that we have full coverage for public safety in
11 big-time proponent of putting the cell tower in 11 Easton where a cellphone tower would really
12 and increasing the service in the town of Easton 12 greatly assist usin providing the services that
13 whereit'slacking. 13 we provide to the town.
14 Thank you. 14 Thank you.
15 THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you. 15 TIM SHAW: Just to add one thing,
16 CAROLYN KEARNEY: Thank you. Hi. |16 if that'sokay? Isit al right to take the mic
17 I'm Carolyn Kearney, the Chief of Easton EMS. | 17 again?
18 really have nothing to add because my coworkers 18 Thiswas not a setup. Steveand |
19 have also stated that it's really important to 19 did not discussthis, but he talked about
20 have acell tower in town. 20 something going off the road, and thiswould be a
21 Y ou know, if we're responding to a 21 horrible situation. | had my dispatcher just pull
22 911 call and we can't get to that patient because 22 some of the calls where she put in the search
23 they can't reach us, amatter of a minute can, you 23 engine, dropped. So she typed in dropped and saw
24 know, be the difference between life and death. 24 what calls came up recently.
25 Andit'srealy important that we have cell towers 25 And one call to the Easton Police
Page 14 Page 16
1 where patients can reach usin an emergency. 1 Department to report a car off the road, the
2 So thank you. 2 phonecall was dropped. Unable to obtain further
3 PETER NEARY : Peter Neary. I'm the 3 information. By triangulation we found out the
4 firemarshal. | just want to echo Chief Shaw and 4 areait wasin, and by the time we got there
5 Carolyn Kearney and Steve Waugh's storiesrelative | 5 somebody -- a passerby had aready gotten out of
6 to not having cellphone service. 6 the car and helped the person. That's one
7 Cellphones have really changed our 7 example.
8 lives, because I'm from an the erawhere | never 8 And the second example I'll giveis
9 had a cellphone at the beginning. But you haveto 9 the 911 call was broken up and only stated | was
10 realizethat for emergency communicationsit's 10 trying to pass someone before the call was
11 probably the first thing you know about something |11 disconnected. Again triangulation, we got out to
12 happening -- is the cellphone. 12 thevehicle. The vehiclewas off theroad. Blew
13 And in Easton we do have some 13 out both passenger-side tires and we ended up
14 products that our emergency calls are texted over 14 getting there to help them, but that's just two
15 us-- to our cell phones. That could be an 15 examples of what Steve said.
16 immediate response for people. It could befroma |16 Now in those situations it wasn't,
17 neighbor going next door to someone's house. 17 you know, afatal accident, but these are
18 And there's so many stories that we 18 situations we run into on adaily basis.
19 cantell you, ladies and gentlemen, about things 19 Thank you.
20 that happen on Route 58. A very rural area, a 20 THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you.
21 very bad accident location, pinetrees, and it'sa 21 | wish to call your attention to
22 very poor cellphone service area. 22 those items shown on the hearing program marked as
23 So what happens is people 23 Roman numeral 1-D, items 1 through 66. Does the
24 generaly, they drive -- they used to drive -- | 24 applicant or party have any objection to the items
25 could see from you people -- that they used to 25 that the Council has administratively noticed?
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1 (Noresponse.) 1 THE WITNESS (Ulanday): Yes.
2 THE CHAIRMAN: Accordingly, the 2 MR. BALDWIN: Mr. Vergati?
3 Council hereby administratively notices these 3 THE WITNESS (Vergati): Yes.
4 existing documents, statements and comments. 4 MR. BALDWIN: Mr. Burns?
5 Now present your witness panel for 5 THE WITNESS (Burns): Yes.
6 the purposes of taking the oath, Mr. Baldwin. 6 MR. BALDWIN: And do you have any
7 MR. BALDWIN: Good afternoon Mr. 7 corrections, amendments or modifications to offer
8 Chairman, members of the Council. For the record, 8 any of the information in those exhibits at this
9 I'm Ken Baldwin with Robinson & Cole on behalf of | 9 time? Mr. Libertine?
10 Homeland towers, LLC, and Cellco Partnership doing |10 THE WITNESS (Libertine): Yes, I'd
11 business as Verizon Wireless. 11 liketo just make one correction to Exhibit 1,
12 The applicant isin Docket 473. 12 which isthe application behind tab 1 on page 7,
13 Our witness panel listed in the hearing program 13 under the environmental assessment statement.
14 includes Ray Vergati with Homeland TowersLLC; |14 Item B, under air quality thereis
15 Mr. Ryan Ulanday, who is aradiofrequency engineer |15 amisprint on the reference on the second to last
16 with Verizon Wireless; Mike Libertine, the 16 sentence. That section, that reference says
17 Director of Siting and Permitting for All Points 17 22-A-174-36 -- should be actually section
18 Technology Corporation; Dean Gustafson, the Senior |18 22-A-174-3B.
19 Wetland Scientist and professional soil scientist 19 MR. BALDWIN: Mr. Gustafson?
20 with All Points Technology; and Robert Burns, a 20 THE WITNESS (Gustafson): | have
21 professional engineer with All Points Technology. 21 two corrections. Thefirst isrelated to the
22 And | offer them to be sworn at 22 depiction of the proposed underground utility
23 thistime Mr. Chairman. 23 route that shows up in three different locations
24 24 inthe application. Thefirstislooking at
25 25 applicant exhibits -- they're all on Applicant
Page 18 Page 20
1 RAYMOND VERGATI, 1 Exhibit 1 in the executive summary, versus on page
2 ROBERT C. BURNS, 2 1-4.
3RYAN ULANDAY, 3 Thisisan aeria photograph. It
4 MICHAEL LIBERTINE, 4 shows the proposed underground utility route
5§ DEAN GUSTAFSON, 5 cutting across the soil pilesthat you observed
6  called aswitnesses, being first duly sworn 6 during the sitewalk. The underground utility
7 by the Executive Director, were examined and 7 route should actually head south along Morehouse
8 testified on their oaths as follows: 8 Road for a couple hundred feet, and then take a
9 MR. BALDWIN: Mr. Chairman, we have 9 west turn along the edge of the forest to head
10 four exhibitslisted in the hearing program under 10 towards the compound.
11 section Roman two, subsection B, items one through |11 That same graphic shows up again
12 four. | won't read them from the program, but 12 behind tab one. It's on thefifth page, aso
13 they arelisted there. And | offer them now for 13 labeled aerial photograph with the same
14 identification purposes subject to verification by 14 correction.
15 our witness panel. | would ask our panel some 15 And then finally behind tab eleven,
16 questionsto verify those exhibits. 16 which s, again the determination. That graphic
17 Did you prepare or assist in the 17 isincluded in that package. And then on page5
18 preparation, or otherwise supervise the 18 of 6 of the NDB review request, item 3, the 5th
19 preparation of those exhibits listed in the 19 sentence from the bottom there is a narrative
20 hearing program under Roman 2-B, items 1 through |20 description of the underground approximate utility
21 4? Mr. Libertine? 21 route distance of 670 feet. That should read 890
22 THE WITNESS (Libertine): Yes. 22 feet.
23 MR. BALDWIN: Mr Gustafson? 23 The second correctionisin
24 THE WITNESS (Gustafson): Yes. 24 Applicant Exhibit 2, response to interrogatories,
25 MR. BALDWIN: Mr. Ulanday? 25 the Council'sinterrogatories. It'sin response
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1 to question number 24 on page 13. Thethird 1 MR. BALDWIN: Mr. Vergati?
2 sentence up from the bottom references the closest 2 THE WITNESS (Vergati): Yes.
3 important burr areais approximately five miles 3 MR. BALDWIN: Mr. Burns?
4 away. That should read 2.5 miles away, and that's 4 THE WITNESS (Burns): Yes.
5 consistent with the response that was given in 5 MR. BALDWIN: Mr. Chairman, | offer
6 question 23. 6 them asfull exhibits.
7 MR. BALDWIN: Mr. Ulanday, any 7 THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you.
8 corrections? 8 Does any party object to the
9 THE WITNESS (Ulanday): No, | don't 9 admission of the applicant's exhibits?
10 have any corrections. 10 (No response.)
11 MR. BALDWIN: Mr. Vergati? 11 THE CHAIRMAN: Okay. These
12 THE WITNESS (Vergati): | have one 12 exhibits are admitted. We'll now begin with
13 minor correction. In the response of the 13 cross-examination starting with our staff,
14 interrogatories dated May 31st we had provided an |14 Mr. Mercier.
15 updated FCC compliance report. Thiswasin 15 MR. MERCIER: Thank you. Most of
16 response to question number 14. 16 my questions were answered during the
17 In the body of the response we had 17 interrogatory phase, so | just have afew based on
18 referenced the FCC compliance report with a date 18 the site walk today.
19 of May 30th, when in fact it should have been -- 19 For number one | notice the animal
20 our reference says May 31st. That'sit. 20 shelter to the east and south of the siteis
21 MR. BALDWIN: Mr. Burns? 21 depicted on some of the plans. Isthat a separate
22 THE WITNESS (Burns): Under tab 22 parcel? Oristhiswithin this, or on that
23 one, the design drawings, drawing SP-1 nexttothe |23 one-acre parcel?
24 title block what it says, engineering analysis and 24 THE WITNESS (Vergati): | believe
25 certification. The second line up reads, 101 25 that parcel is separate -- even though one of
Page 22 Page 24
1 ultimate wind speed. It should read 101 nominal 1 those site plans showsiit covered in the dotted
2 wind speed. That'sall. 2 linein a separate parcel, to my understanding,
3 MR. BALDWIN: Thank you. And with 3 which isowned by the town.
4 those corrections and modifications, is the 4 MR. MERCIER: Great. Thank you.
5 information contained in those exhibits true and 5 Now turning to SP-1, that's the site plan we just
6 accurate to the best of your knowledge? 6 referenced in attachment one of the application.
7 Mr. Libertine? 7 Thisisinreview of the utility line. This
8 THE WITNESS (Libertine): Yes. 8 utility line as depicted on this plan, isthisthe
9 MR. BALDWIN: Mr. Gustafson? 9 correct configuration?
10 THE WITNESS (Gustafson): Yes. 10 THE WITNESS (Burns): Yes.
11 MR. BALDWIN: Mr. Ulanday? 11 MR. MERCIER: Okay. And did Ul
12 THE WITNESS (Ulanday): Yes. 12 select that whole location? Orisit a
13 MR. BALDWIN: Mr. Vergati? 13 collaborative effort?
14 THE WITNESS (Vergati): Yes. 14 THE WITNESS (Burns): We walked the
15 MR. BALDWIN: Mr. Burns? 15 sitewith Ul and they directed us to put a new
16 THE WITNESS (Burns): Yes. 16 pole about 30 feet from the existing pole, and
17 MR. BALDWIN: And do you adopt the 17 pull underground from there.
18 information contained in those exhibits as your 18 MR. MERCIER: Isit typical to put
19 testimony in this proceeding? Mr. Libertine? 19 anew polein? | don't understand why they
20 THE WITNESS (Libertine): Yes, | 20 couldn't just run aline off that existing pole.
21 do. 21 Isthat thetypical type of installation to get a
22 MR. BALDWIN: Mr. Gustafson? 22 new pole just for your service only, overhead,
23 THE WITNESS (Gustafson): Yes. 23 then comeinand put it in?
24 MR. BALDWIN: Mr. Ulanday? 24 THE WITNESS (Burns): Typical with
25 THE WITNESS (Ulanday): Yes. 25 utility companies, is atough gquestion. It's not
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1 atypical. 1 THE WITNESS (Burns): Y eah.
2 MR. MERCIER: Okay. Istherea 2 MR. MERCIER: And how far down do
3 gpecific reason why they chose that pole? There's 3 you haveto gotoinstall the line?
4 anumber of polesinthat area. Isit based on -- 4 THE WITNESS (Burns): Typically the
5 THE WITNESS (Burns): | think it 5 pipeisat 36, and then we go another 6 inches.
6 was based on what isthere currently overhead. 6 Waell, it's about three and a half feet down.
7 MR. MERCIER: Okay. And | seeit 7 MR. MERCIER: After installation is
8 runs underground on the -- | believe there'sa 8 completed | assume you put grass or something
9 stonewall there. So | believe from the new pole 9 down?
10 you'll have to cut west through the stone wall, 10 THE WITNESS (Burns): Y eah.
11 and then travel -- you're going to travel pretty 11 MR. MERCIER: So aretrees alowed
12 much south, generally south along the stone wall. 12 to grow abovethisline? Andif not, who
13 Isthat correct? 13 maintainsthat?
14 THE WITNESS (Burns): Yes. 14 THE WITNESS (Burns): Typically
15 MR. MERCIER: Okay. Andthen | see 15 not, but you know, in an arealikethisit won't
16 it'sgoing to turn more westerly and kind of 16 be maintained probably on ayearly basis, and it
17 border a second stone wall all the way to the 17 will bejust alowed to sort of revegetate as to
18 compound. 18 what'sthere.
19 When you're installing the 19 MR. MERCIER: Okay. But eventually
20 underground line what type of clearing is required 20 fiveyearslater you would have -- someone would
21 for a25-foot easement? Do you have to clear the 21 haveto comein and clear up that?
22 entire easement to install in the utility? 22 THE WITNESS (Burns): That's
23 THE WITNESS (Burns): No, typicaly 23 probably true, yeah.
24 wejust clear what they need to install it. So it 24 MR. MERCIER: So the maintenance
25 will be, you know, your trench is three feet. 25 program you have for all your sites, thiswould
Page 26 Page 28
1 You're going to have to get equipment in there, so 1 just be the same?
2 you're looking ten to twelve feet. 2 THE WITNESS (Burns): Yes.
3 MR. MERCIER: Asit turns westerly 3 MR. MERCIER: Okay. Turningto
4 aong that stone wall, you'd have to clear aten, 4 SB-2 now. | seethelayout of the tree tower with
5 twelve-foot areathrough awoodland. |sthat 5 the branches and the proposed antennas, and | see
6 correct? You know, that's a wooded area. 6 the Town's, with the antennas on top, and some
7 THE WITNESS (Burns): Yes. Some of 7 dishes up there aso.
8 itis. Alot of it ison the backside of some of 8 Would those antennas at the very
9 the pileswe saw out there. That stonewall is 9 top, the town equipment, would that be concealed
10 just ontheother side. So alot of it has 10 within the cone of the tree tower? | mean, it
11 already been cleared. 11 kind of showsitis, sort of. So | wasn't sureif
12 MR. MERCIER: Okay. So maybe it 12 they need clearance away from those branches or
13 was a shrubby type of staging? 13 not for their equipment to work properly.
14 THE WITNESS (Burns): Y eah, 14 THE WITNESS (Vergati): Currently
15 shrubby, nothing -- nothing huge. 15 the monopinetreeis proposed at 150 with 7-foot
16 MR. MERCIER: Thank you for 16 tapered faux top branches. The Town is proposing
17 clarifying that. Would the stone wall have to be 17 toinstal three VHF antennas with alength of
18 demolished at thistime? 18 seven feet. We think they can be concealed within
19 THE WITNESS (Burns): No. 19 that ornamental faux top and not stick out
20 MR. MERCIER: Okay. So all of the 20 above -- above that height.
21 construction will be generally north of that, that 21 MR. MERCIER: Okay. Sothereisno
22 stonewal? 22 operational problem with their equipment with this
23 THE WITNESS (Burns): Correct. 23 type of ingtallation?
24 MR. MERCIER: And you're using 24 THE WITNESS (Vergati): No, the
25 probably like amini excavator or something? 25 branches with these type of facilitiesin stealth
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1 are-- are transparent. Meaning, the branches and 1 that talk the lingo, but we feel that there's
2 needles are able to accommodate antennas within. 2 enough separation the way we've proposed for both
3 MR. MERCIER: And | see obviously 3 the Town's public safety, and for up to four to
4 it'stapered, according to thisdiagram. And just 4 five carriersto operate vertically on real estate
5 looking at the Verizon installation at 145, the 5 onthe pole.
6 brancheskind of the end of the panels. Isthe 6 MR. LYNCH: Thank you.
7 intent to cover the panels with the branches? 7 MR. MERCIER: | guess|'m going to
8 THE WITNESS (Vergati): Yes. When 8 turn quickly to tab nine, and that's the
9 we designed the trees, when you get down the road 9 visibility analysis. And Mr. Libertine, I'm going
10 you're actually ordering the product from the 10 tolook at the aeria photograph provided near the
11 manufacturer. We're very closein the design of 11 end of aerial -- two-mile radius, the view shed
12 thetree pole, and there's certain options that we 12 map.
13 can do asfar asbranch lengths. 13 I've looked through the photographs
14 Regardlessif we have tapered 14 in the application, provided in the application,
15 branches, meaning shorter branches on top going 15 you know, and the representative locations pretty
16 for awider profile on the bottom, or non-uniform 16 much well cover the areafor views. | just want
17 branches throughout the tree, we make sure that 17 to know what your thoughts were of views south of
18 when our customers, our tenants construct, that 18 photo six along Morehouse Road.
19 these standoffs with their antennas are very, very 19 Is that going to be generally like
20 tight. 20 gix, or alittle more dense vegetation in there?
21 So the antennas themselves are 21 Or whatever you saw in your reconnaissance, could
22 concealed within the branches so you don't have 22 you please explain?
23 something protruding out past the branchline. 23 THE WITNESS (Libertine): Right.
24 THE WITNESS (Burns): And this will 24 If you drive down the road in that southerly
25 al be painted as well to match the tree. 25 direction you get to photo six. There's agate,
Page 30 Page 32
1 THE CHAIRMAN: | think Mr. Lynch 1 inthat we took the shot in the street.
2 hasafollow-up question. 2 Essentialy in front of that gateway, where
3 MR. LYNCH: Just one follow-up 3 there's-- it's not -- not well maintained. |
4 guestion on the town's antennas. Y ou answered 4 don't think they're using it for any type of, you
5 haf my question, so I'll go to the half you did 5 know, routine access.
6 not answer. 6 But there was a clearing there so
7 If you have another carrier that 7 it gave us an opportunity to look though the trees
8 comes on the tower, and they only need amuch 8 sothat we could at least get arepresentative
9 lower height, would these whip antennas -- | think 9 shot. What happensis as you move further south
10 you said they're 7 feet, or are they 14 feet? 10 aong theroad, that that screening gets thicker.
11 THE WITNESS (Vergati): They're 11 It's not broken up by any type of breach or access
12 putting atotal of five antennas and three dishes. 12 point. Theroad aso starts to dip down slightly
13 Four out of the five are kind of seven feetin 13 beforeit startsto take some sharp curves as it
14 length. Thefifth antennaisten feet. 14 moves further to the south.
15 MR. LYNCH: If you have -- going 15 So essentialy from the road itself
16 back now -- if you have another carrier that low, 16 there wasno real visibility through the trees
17 would you have any problem with the separation 17 when we took our shots during leaf-off conditions.
18 between the new carrier and the Town's equipment? |18 Obviously the model is showing some scattered
19 Why do you have to have a certain separation 19 views, or potentially through the -- through the
20 height for that? 20 trees astheleaves are off the trees.
21 THE WITNESS (Vergati): Yeah, 21 Asyou move south and, | would say,
22 certainly we'd coordinate with any installation, 22 east of theroad itself, very difficult to tell as
23 both with the carriers and public safety to make 23 to whether or not that's likely over predicting,
24 surethere's no interference issues. Regarding 24 somewhat certainly from ground level, but itisa
25 that, we would defer that over to the RF engineers 25 combination of both topography and vegetation
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1 intervening along the road there, or between the 1 question?

2 road and the facility itself. That essentially 2 MR. SILVESTRI: Thank you,

3 does not provide any type of direct lines of sight 3 Mr. Chairman.

4 back to the tower site. 4 Mr. Libertine, when we're talking

5 MR. MERCIER: Now asyou've just 5 about photos five and six they're both from

6 discussed, the road kind of curves as you head 6 Morehouse Road. Isfive more representative of

7 generally southeast. Right at thefirst curve on 7 the address, say, of 448 to 458? I'm trying to

8 the eastern side of theroad is Ms. Westmoreland's 8 get, like, where on Morehouse Road that was

9 residence. Could you please explain the 9 actually taken?
10 vishility from that, her residence, if any, or 10 THE WITNESS (Libertine): Yeah, |
11 property for that matter? 11 don't have the specific addresses that were across
12 THE WITNESS (Libertine): Y eah. 12 the street there. But | would say, certainly,
13 Obviously not having any opportunity to steponto |13 yes. | think --
14 the property, | did my field evaluations from out 14 MR. SILVESTRI: And then smilarly
15 in front of the driveway in the frontage of the 15 | waslooking at view six as being maybe around
16 road. It wasvery difficult. | think there are 16 418, but I'm not sureif that's correct?
17 probably some opportunities certainly at the road 17 THE WITNESS (Libertine): Yeah, I'd
18 level to look through breaks in the trees, again 18 haveto cross reference in the abutter map. And |
19 with the leaves off the trees where you might be 19 think generally speaking, yes, but let me just
20 ableto make out a portion, top portion of the 20 verify those numbers.
21 tower asit isabovethetreesat our site. 21 Yeah. | would say that's -- that's
22 Notably, her property slopes down 22 correct and that's really based on when you look
23 to the east towards her house. So I think her 23 at the foreground in those photos where you see
24 perspective is going to be certainly somewhat 24 more of the open field in the foreground,
25 different than what you're seeing at road level. 25 certainly that that's significantly north of the

Page 34 Page 36

1 And my guessisbecauseit's at alower elevation. 1 gatethat | had referenced earlier. So yeah, |

2 Again, certainly at ground level | think it's 2 would say that's afair characterization. 456 --

3 going to be very difficult to see something from 3 I'msorry, 448 and 4 -- maybe through 422,

4 there. 4 somewhere in that range.

5 | can't speak to first or second 5 MR. SILVESTRI: Okay. Sol was

6 storiesin the homes, or in the home itself, but 6 close?

7 my initia thought was when we flew this back in 7 THE WITNESS (Libertine): Yes.

8 2015 it was placed that the homes -- they are set 8 Yeah.

9 down alittle bit because they are fairly close to 9 MR. SILVESTRI: Thank you,
10 the property itself, although were set back off 10 Mr. Chairman.
11 theroad substantially. But it did not allow for 11 MR. MERCIER: Mr. Libertine, you
12 that kind of opportunity to see that line of 12 just mentioned in a previous discussion that some
13 sight. 13 of the property sloped down. On Morehouse Drive
14 If they were at a higher elevation 14 they slope down towards their residences. Isthat
15 | think we'd have more of the open visibility 15 likea 15, 20-foot elevation change? Do you have
16 shot. So my guessisthat if you know what you're 16 any eyeballing?
17 looking for and you're standing certainly at the 17 THE WITNESS (Libertine):
18 edge of the driveway coming onto the road, there 18 Eyeballing, I'd say it's certainly
19 are probably some opportunitiesto seeit 19 inthe 10 to 15-foot range. I'm not sureif it's
20 depending upon where you're standing. But | think |20 much more than that. Well, now that I'm looking
21 asyou move onto the property | think that again 21 at thetopo, yeah. 1'd say on average we're
22 that lower elevation is probably going to work to 22 probably talking, you know, somewhere between 10
23 our advantage from a standpoint of keeping this 23 and 15 feet.
24 thing fairly hidden. 24 MR. MERCIER: And we were just
25 THE CHAIRMAN: A follow-up 25 discussing a utility run and some clearing along
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1 the public works gravel, log storage, dump area. 1 representing 157 feet at the top of the faux

2 If there's some shrub cut back, 2 branches of the proposed monopole.

3 would that increase the view from Ms. 3 And the bottom of the balloon at

4 Westmoreland's house, or across the street in 4 153 feet, just to give you folks areference

5 genera? Or isthere enough screening in the way 5 point, there was some fog, dense fog this morning

6 of thetower? 6 that did burn off. Windswere fairly calm until

7 THE WITNESS (Libertine): It's -- 7 about noontime, and then they've picked up

8 that'sagood question. The good newsis, from my 8 substantially. And | think by the time that we

9 perspective from an esthetic standpoint, is that 9 did the site walk, you know, we were getting some
10 any of the clearing is going to be done on the 10 calm conditions where we had the balloon at full
11 west side of the stone wall itself. So there'sa 11 height and there were other times we were probably
12 substantial amount of low-growing vegetation on 12 talking, you know, anywhere from 8 to 15 or more
13 theroad right-of-way to the east of the wall. 13 miles an hour wind speed. So it started bouncing
14 That would be maintained, so | think wewould lose |14 things around quite a bit.
15 some. | think that area has been disturbed 15 WEe'll keep the balloon up until 6
16 through the years. 16 p.m. as noticed.
17 So again, it's scrub vegetation and 17 MR. MERCIER: Thank you. Inthe
18 alot of that probably is vines climbing up some 18 application there was discussion -- it was on page
19 dead treesaswell. It will probably reestablish 19 16, just about the northern long-eared bat and
20 itself inacouple of years. But yeah, | think if 20 some outreach to the US Fish and Wildlife service.
21 we'retalking about eight to ten feet of clearing 21 Woasthere any response received from the Fish and
22 to accommodate the trench, then certainly some of 22 Wildlifeto date?
23 that isgoing to go, but again it will be on that 23 THE WITNESS (Gustafson): No
24 west side which will help maintain everything 24 response has been received, but in accordance with
25 aong the roadway itself. 25 the guidance policy for consultation on the

Page 38 Page 40

1 MR. MERCIER: Just to be clear, | 1 northern long-eared bat through their streamlined

2 know we talked about shrubs and stuff, but there 2 consultation process, after the 30-day shot clock

3 areafew larger diameter treesin there, but you 3 expires, if no correspondence is received then

4 can't work around those. Most likely those would 4 it's deemed to be in compliance. So -- and no

5 haveto comedown. Thisisfor the utilities 5 response was received within 30 days of that

6 going from Morehouse Road towardsthe piles. You | 6 submission.

7 know, there's a cluster of maybe eight, ten trees. 7 MR. MERCIER: Thank you.

8 THE WITNESS (Burns): When we first 8 THE WITNESS (Gustafson): You're

9 taketheturn off theroad it looks like there's 9 welcome.
10 maybe three or four more or lesstrees. And then 10 MR. MERCIER: And the last question
11 wetried to route it around the bigger trees that 11 | have hasto do with some of the service
12 would impact visibility and we kept it on the 12 deficiencies described earlier in the public
13 public works side of the stone wall. 13 officia comments, and | would turn to tab 6 of
14 MR. MERCIER: Okay. Thank you. 14 the application, the 700 megahertz coverage maps.
15 And Mr. Libertine, while we're 15 And there was some mention of Route 58 during the
16 discussing this, can you describe the balloon fly 16 earlier comment. And | just want to determine if
17 today? 17 Route 58 is adequately covered on this, on the 700
18 THE WITNESS (Libertine): 18 megahertz coverage map.
19 Certainly. We've had an 19 And | believe Route 58, according
20 approximately four-foot diameter red heliumfilled |20 to the map, isjust west of the Hemlock Reservair,
21 balloon tethered at the site since about 7:45 this 21 the northern extent. In the area, there's some
22 morning. What we decided to do today as afair 22 beige colors on the map.
23 representation of the overall height, we actually 23 So if you turn to proposed 700
24 tethered the string to 153 feet with the 4-foot 24 megahertz coverage, the coverage lineiskind of
25 balloon on top so that the top of the balloon was 25 running on Route 58, so | wasn't sureiif it's
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1 going to be adequately covered or not. 1 gotten any substantive comments other than just
2 THE WITNESS (Ulanday): Asaside 2 the certified mailing?
3 note, there's not an adequate coverage along Route 3 THE WITNESS (Vergati): No, not
4 58 basically due to the topography and the terrain 4 that we're aware of.
5 inthearea. And even with the -- with the site 5 MR. HARDER: The other comment or
6 on there, we kind of still see some stretch of -- 6 question, | guess, ison thefacility itself. |
7 not really no coverage, but inadequate or 7 know you've chosen the monaopine. 1'm wondering
8 unreliable coverage along Route 58. 8 how do you make the decision to choose that versus
9 MR. MERCIER: So about half amile 9 the more, you know, the more traditional tower.
10 or so of unreliable coverage, roughly according to 10 I know obviously in some situations
11 the map here? 11 the monopine can blend in, and probably some
12 THE WITNESS (Ulanday): Roughly, 12 people prefer that. But some of the simulated
13 lessthan ahalf mile, yes. 13 photographs to me look ridiculous. If | had to
14 MR. MERCIER: Y ou know, if this 14 make the choice l'd rather see acell tower.
15 site was constructed would there be any other 15 I'm just wondering, are there
16 attempt to try to provide service to this stretch 16 typically surveys, or you know, do you get some
17 of road? You know, I'm not sureif it's, you 17 sense from the public before you make that
18 know, developed or not. It seemslike atravel 18 decision? And how do you make that decision?
19 corridor. Wasn't sureif that wasin Verizon's, 19 THE WITNESS (Vergati): Sure. It's
20 you know, short-term plan to pick this up also. 20 all amatter of opinion, obviously in the eye of
21 THE WITNESS (Ulanday): I'm not 21 the beholder. During the process with the Town of
22 kind of sure, but we're actually looking at one, 22 Easton various designs of stealth were discussed.
23 onecell siteaong -- along this area, but I'm -- 23 It wasthe Town's preference to go with a monopine
24 | just didn't get the exact location of this 24 tree with the understanding that the ultimate
25 search area, but we sill have one cell site that 25 decision -- and thisiswritten right into the
Page 42 Page 44
1 isplannedin the are and I'm not also sure where 1 lease agreement with the Town, section 7-B, is
2 that isright now, but when | designed that | was 2 that the Siting Council will have the ultimate
3 looking for a steeple, achurch steeple. And | 3 decision on the type of facility.
4 just didn't get the location of it, but we're 4 So when we present the visuals we
5 definitely looking at enhancing that area of 5 presented them obviously both as the monopine from
6 route-- Route 58. 6 our initial discussions with the Town -- iswhat
7 MR. MERCIER: Okay. Thank you. | 7 we show on our zoning drawings, our lease exhibits
8 don't have any other questions. Thank you. 8 and the agreement that we'd have with the towns,
9 THE CHAIRMAN: Continue with the 9 that we would lead off in this application, Docket
10 Council. Mr. Harder. 10 473, with amonopine facility.
11 MR. HARDER: Yes, thank you. | 11 At the end of the day with any
12 have just a couple questions, | guess, on a couple 12 input from this process, be it the Siting Council
13 issues. First, on the public comments, | guess. 13 members, town officials, the public, we can have
14 Obviously this has been along 14 that discussion. If another design iswarranted,
15 process with a number of public proceedings. | 15 it makes no difference to Homeland Towers, but
16 think the application indicated you sent out 23 or 16 again that's how we arrive at that.
17 24 noticesto required property owners and other 17 THE CHAIRMAN: Mr. Silvestri?
18 parties. Maybe | missed some reference, but how 18 MR. SILVESTRI: Thank you, Mr.
19 many actual comments did you get back? 19 Chairman.
20 THE WITNESS (Vergati): In response 20 | wanted to go back to the history
21 to question number 26 in the interrogatories, with 21 of the site, if you will, to try to clear up some
22 the abutters notices we received all but one. So 22 confusion | have. From the First Selectman's
23 21 out of 22 of the certified mailings came back. 23 comments earlier, it appeared to me that the
24 MR. HARDER: Right. Actually, | 24 project was initiated by the Town, as opposed to
25 understood that, but | was wondering if you had 25 you folks.
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1 Isthat correct that the Town 1 successful in being awarded that bid. It did go
2 approached you, or did you have something in the 2 through the P and Z process, through the 824
3 works? 3 referral. Was ultimately voted on and approved by
4 THE WITNESS (Vergati): | can 4 Pand Z in September, | believe, of 2013. We
5 answer that. Being the regional manager for 5 ended up signing alease, obviously with the Town.
6 Homeland Towers, | handle the real estate and I'm 6 Sothere'salong history here of when | think
7 the onethat's out there looking for sites, 7 back of al the times I've driven down this way,
8 obvioudly. 8 about five years, the culmination of my time.
9 | had approached the prior 9 MR. SILVESTRI: Thank you for that.
10 selectman, Tom Herman back in early -- well, late 10 So when you started looking at it
11 2011, early 2012, letting him know my intentions 11 you were investigating because of your perception
12 looking for acell siteinthe area. We had 12 of gapsin coverage, ineffective attempts,
13 discussed various locations. The town properties 13 capacity typeissues. Would that be correct?
14 that were discussed at that point were two 14 THE WITNESS (Vergati): When we
15 locations, 515 Morehouse Road and 244 BeersRoad. |15 ook at it as atower developer and we look at an
16 | let the First Selectman know, 16 area, wetak to the carriers. We understand
17 again Tom Herman at that time, that when | domy |17 where their needs are and where they're looking.
18 due diligence we certainly use that for all 18 Knowing some of the history herein
19 properties. But if the Townisinterestedin 19 town where other carriers have actually looked for
20 hosting atower on town property we would 20 sitesherein the central portion of Easton, we
21 certainly look at that if it made sense, visually, 21 haveagenera ideaor avery goodidea. It's not
22 least environmental impact and so forth. 22 aperception that we look at. It'savery good
23 That was avery long and arduous 23 ideaof where we need to look.
24 processwith the Town. It started in basically 24 We also run our own plots by a
25 that February of 2012 with the proposal letter 25 third party to confirm that we're looking in the
Page 46 Page 48
1 that went out. 1 right location, obviously. Knowing the fact that
2 | had appeared up to 15 times 2 | think that atower or afacility here has not
3 before the planning, zoning and board of selectmen 3 been constructed here in town since roughly --
4 through this process in various presentations. 4 2000 wasthe last facility almost 17, 18 years
5 During thisfive years, if you want to say the 5 ago.
6 timeframe, the Town had reached out to the Siting 6 It's an area that's woefully
7 Council, asked for coverage plots for Easton and 7 underserved and we recognize that as a developer.
8 lack of coverage. 8 And we talk to the carriers and they let us know,
9 The Town also did their own 9 yes, you're looking in the right spot.
10 internal report from the planning and zoning 10 MR. SILVESTRI: If you turn to the
11 commission where they evaluated al of thetown's |11 responsesto interrogatories specifically on page
12 properties and looked at, | believe, five or six 12 4for question 6, you do have the ineffective
13 of them. And they came up with the conclusion 13 attempts/dropped calls listed for the month of
14 that the Morehouse tract, which they call it the 14 April.
15 515 Morehouse tract, was the most preferred across |15 I'm curious on the Easton north 2,
16 the board asfar as hitting all the criteriathat 16 where we have .49 percent ineffectives and 2.09
17 the Town waslooking for. 17 percent dropped. What were actual numbers?
18 So that was kind of the process. 18 THE WITNESS (Ulanday): For Easton
19 During that five years as well there was a stop 19 north through the actual numbersfor the IAsis
20 and go. The Town had -- when | initially had -- 20 64. Dropped call count is 271.
21 was working with the Town, they had released an 21 MR. SILVESTRI: Sixty-four and 271.
22 RFP, arequest for a proposa to make the process 22 Isthat correct.
23 competitive. Then they put the breaks on that RFP |23 THE WITNESS (Ulanday): That's
24 and they reissued another RFP about a year later. 24 correct.
25 Homeland was -- Homeland Towerswas |25 MR. SILVESTRI: Thank you. Then
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1 earlier we were talking about Route 58. If this 1 asoneunit.
2 project is approved, does approval trigger changes 2 And that's -- that's where it'sa
3 tothese other cell sitesthat arelisted in that 3 shared generator. It's Verizon's generator, so
4 response? Or would the next step be along Route 4 it'sgoing with their equipment.
5 8-- Route 58 as you mentioned before? 5 MR. SILVESTRI: Yeah. No, | was
6 THE WITNESS (Ulanday): I'm sorry. 6 just looking at space. And you know, you have one
7 | didn't hear. 7 corner. Itlookslike, gee, maybe it should be
8 MR. SILVESTRI: I'll repeat it. 8 moved back to the other corner. That was my
9 Thefacilities you have listed in the response, 9 thought behind it, but let me stay with the
10 Easton north two, Fairfield, Plattsville, et 10 generator.
11 cetera. Those are towersthat are affected now 11 | asked this question in the field
12 with ineffective attempts and dropped calls. 12 review, and for therecord I'll ask it again.
13 Should the project we're working on 13 Thereisno natural gas available. Correct?
14 now in Easton be approved do you haveto go back |14 THE WITNESS (Burns): That's not
15 to do any type of upgrades, software or otherwise 15 true. After you asked that in the field we went
16 tothese? Orisyour next step to look at the 16 and investigated. Thereisnatural gas at the
17 Route 48 area and then try to build something else |17 school and | drove Moreland before | came here.
18 there? 18 And it appearsthereisvisible evidence of
19 THE WITNESS (Ulanday): Actually 19 natural gasin Moreland. Size, capacity,
20 we'relooking at both at the sametime. We are 20 pressure, | havenoidea. It was not investigated
21 aggressively right now upgrading all our cell 21 for any use at the compound.
22 ditesto the latest equipment. And at the same 22 MR. SILVESTRI: But there might be
23 time we're always looking at the -- where we can 23 aremote possibility we could have a natural gas
24 dtill enhance our coverage, especialy in this 24 generator instead of diesel?
25 portion of Easton along Route 58. 25 THE WITNESS (Burns): That's atrue
Page 50 Page 52
1 MR. SILVESTRI: Okay. Soit'sdual 1 statement.
2 fold? 2 MR. SILVESTRI: Okay. For now let
3 THE WITNESS (Ulanday): It's dual. 3 me stay with the diesel. The specification sheet
4 MR. SILVESTRI: Thank you. Going 4 that'sin attachment seven for the diesel
5 back to the compound and the area that we looked 5 generator, there's an image that's on the first
6 at today, it's mentioned in the application that 6 generator page there. Isthe fuel tank actualy
7 approximately 37 trees are dated to be removed. 7 located somewhere within that image of the
8 Areany new plantings being proposed? 8 generator? Or isit separate?
9 THE WITNESS (Burns): At thistime 9 THE WITNESS (Burns): The fuel
10 there's no new plantings being proposed around the |10 tank, there's a 92-gallon diesel belly fuel tank.
11 compound. 11 It'sal one unit and the tank sits underneath the
12 MR. SILVESTRI: Alsoin the 12 generator.
13 compound, looking at SP-1 or 2, the generator 13 MR. SILVESTRI: Okay. Sothe
14 seemsto be located at the lowest point in that 14 picturethey have thereisall one?
15 compound. Was there any thought about moving that |15 THE WITNESS (Burns): Correct. It
16 further to the east so it's more uphill? And the 16 actually appears as one cabinet.
17 reason | bring that up, in the event that there's 17 MR. SILVESTRI: And you asked my
18 aspill or leak it would still be kind of confined 18 follow-up question about the 92 gallons. Thank
19 to the compound as opposed to possibly rolling 19 you.
20 downhill. 20 THE WITNESS (Burns): You're
21 THE WITNESS (Burns): Verizon's 21 welcome.
22 generators sit on top of their steel platform so 22 MR. SILVESTRI: What is the rupture
23 it'sactually sitting on top closest to their 23 basinadarm?
24 equipment cabinets and their battery cabinets 24 THE WITNESS (Burns): The -- the
25 because that'swhat it's serving and it all comes 25 generator is-- has aleak detection system both
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1 inthe panel on the generator. It dso hasa 1 THE WITNESS (Burns): Yes, they're
2 remote alarm, so if thereisaleak it's detected 2 going to have to come out and pull the hose and
3 and it alerts Verizon that there -- that thereis 3 fill the tank, yes.
4 aproblem with the generator and there's aleak at 4 MR. SILVESTRI: How do they have
5 the generator. 5 access to the compound?
6 MR. SILVESTRI: So the alarm 6 THE WITNESS (Burns): They will
7 enunciates. You'll get notified remotely -- 7 morethan likely have their own lock on the
8 THE WITNESS (Burns): Correct. 8 compound, or know what the combination to get into
9 MR. SILVESTRI: -- a one of your 9 the compound is.
10 facilitiesfor aresponse? 10 MR. SILVESTRI: Would they be on
11 THE WITNESS (Burns): That is 11 their own, or would they be supervised?
12 correct. 12 THE WITNESS (Burns): | don't know
13 MR. SILVESTRI: At full load is the 13 the answer to that. | believe they're on their
14 fuel consumption of the generator roughly 1.9 14 own, but they probably -- probably have to alert
15 gallonsan hour? 15 the construction manager who represents that site
16 THE WITNESS (Burns): Ata 16 that they're going to bein there.
17 hundred percent | believe the number -- it's close 17 MR. SILVESTRI: Okay. One of the
18 t01.9. | think it'sactually 1.81 gallons per 18 comments we received from | think it was DPH
19 hour. 19 talked about spill prevention measures, and they
20 MR. SILVESTRI: So quick math, 20 had looked at possibly an impervious surface that
21 would a92-gallon tank, 1.8, 1.9 gallons per hour, 21 you'd havefor refilling. My question is,
22 afull load you might have 48 that you could run? 22 actually would a portable truck berm be available
23 THE WITNESS (Burns): Yeah, you're 23 that could protect any spills from getting into
24 looking at close to 50 hours running at a hundred. 24 the environment?
25 MR. SILVESTRI: Excellent. My math 25 THE WITNESS (Burns): I'm sorry. |
Page 54 Page 56
1 isgood. Thank you. 1 missed that. Portable truck?
2 THE WITNESS (Burns): You're 2 MR. SILVESTRI: Berm?
3 welcome. 3 THE WITNESS (Burns): Berm.
4 MR. SILVESTRI: How often would you 4 MR. SILVESTRI: | hate to use the
5 anticipate that he tank would need to be refilled 5 word "blowup," but it'skind of like ablowup area
6 under normal conditions? 6 that you'd situate it so. The truck would drive
7 THE WITNESS (Burns): They run it 7 intoit, and if anything happened with the truck
8 once aweek for about 20 minutes -- | mean, every 8 during arefilling operation it would be
9 other week for about 20 minutes. | would think 9 contained.
10 that under normal conditions you're looking at 10 THE WITNESS (Burns): With the
11 filling it every three months or so, maybe, maybe 11 configuration asit sits now that is not the way
12 alittle more. 12 it'sdesigned. We would have to investigate
13 MR. SILVESTRI: When it'srun for 13 further if that would be something that could
14 maintenance purposes or for otherwise, isit a 14 work. It would -- it would mean the separation of
15 remote start, or do you need somebody present 15 the generator from the equipment, which isn't
16 there? 16 necessarily the end of the world, but the idea
17 THE WITNESS (Burns): | believe 17 with Verizon's equipment is that it's compact.
18 it'saremote start. 18 It's actually delivered to the site
19 MR. SILVESTRI: Even for 19 on the platform with the cabinets attached. And
20 maintenance purposes? 20 they just put it right on the piers and it's good
21 THE WITNESS (Burns): | believe so, 21 togo.
22 yes. 22 So | supposeit's -- it's something
23 MR. SILVESTRI: Okay. To refill 23 that could -- in my experience we haven't done it
24 thetank, how would refilling be accomplished? 24 onany site.
25 Would that be a contractor? 25 MR. SILVESTRI: Y eah, the concern
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1 ismore with you bring the truck there to refill 1 same. But if it was expanding, I'm assuming then
2 it. You have ahose. What type of spill 2 that the three units on the top would aso rise
3 prevention measures do you have? 3 with the expansion of the unit?
4 THE WITNESS (Burns): Well, there's 4 THE WITNESS (Vergati): Typically
5 acontainment system built into the generator. 5 with town equipment they have transmit and receive
6 MR. SILVESTRI: Correct. 6 antennas, and they like to be at the highest for
7 THE WITNESS (Burns): So the 7 transmit, | believe, and the lowest for areceive.
8 generator itself for aspill can hold, | believe 8 If it was extended | would assume that the Town
9 it's 125 percent capacity, but as far as a spill 9 may want to still keep that highest spot on the
10 from thetruck itself refilling, there's no 10 tower.
11 prevention for that. It'sjust normal, you know, 11 MR. HANNON: | had some questions
12 his norma maintenance and code that he hasto 12 about the 37 trees, but that's already been asked
13 abide by when he's delivering fuel. 13 and answered. Can you give me an approximate
14 MR. SILVESTRI: There's a number of 14 distance between where the tower is going and
15 precautions, shall we say, that are normally put 15 where the animal shelter is?
16 into place. And that was really the concern of my 16 THE WITNESS (Vergati): The
17 question, isto make sure that we do have adequate |17 approximate distance is about 330 feet away so the
18 gpill protection containment, countermeasures, 18 animal shelter is basically southwest -- southeast
19 cleanup, whatever we have for that type of system. |19 of the proposed facility.
20 That's all | have, Mr. Chairman. 20 MR. HANNON: Okay.
21 Thank you. 21 THE WITNESS (Vergati): The animal
22 THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you. 22 shelter hasan AMSL of roughly 380 feet. Our site
23 Mr. Hannon. 23 isroughly 440 AMSL.
24 MR. HANNON: Thank you, 24 MR. HANNON: Okay. And thento
25 Mr. Chairman. 25 follow up on the natural gas, isthere more than a
Page 58 Page 60
1 I had a number of questions that 1 remote chance that if natural gasis available
2 have already been asked and answered. | made a 2 there would be a natural gas unit?
3 comment out in thefield, so I'll just reiterate 3 THE WITNESS (Burns): It'shard to
4 that, that there was an issue that | had with the 4 say only because | don't know what the pressureis
5 aerial photos that showed where the location of 5 out there and if it can handle what we're going to
6 theunderground utilitieswould be. And it's been 6 askittohandle. Andif that'sthe case, you may
7 explained by a couple of people that it's actually 7 have to upgrade the main for some distance. So
8 the engineer diagrams that are depicting where the 8 it'stough for me to answer that.
9 lineis, so I'm finethere. 9 MR. HANNON: Right, but assuming
10 The tower sharing. It's 150 feet. 10 that the pressure was okay, then going with a
11 Could it be expanded? 11 natural gas generator should be areasonable
12 THE WITNESS (Vergati): Was your 12 request, | would think?
13 question, could it be expanded? 13 THE WITNESS (Burns): It's realy
14 MR. HANNON: Yes. 14 thecarrier'scal. That's arequest that could
15 THE WITNESS (Vergati): Per our 15 beanswered. | don't know if | could answer you
16 lease document that the Town -- it iswritten into 16 yesor no at that, but it is a request.
17 the actual lease document that the height of the 17 MR. HANNON: Okay. Andthento
18 facility is 150 feet, excluding any appurtenances. 18 follow up on Mr. Silvestri'sline of questioning,
19 And anything above the 150 would havetoreceive |19 my understanding istypically if you had a
20 the written approva by the Town. 20 contractor that's going out to these sites to add
21 MR. HANNON: And if it wasto be 21 diesel fud to the tanks they would most likely
22 expanded, I'm assuming that the antennas of the 22 carry or have an emergency spill kit on site.
23 Town would -- at least those at the top would go 23 So I'm assuming you would not
24 up aso. Becausel think the lowest ones are a'so 24 maintain one on site, but that the contractor
25 town antennaor dishes, so those would remainthe |25 coming it would be required to maintain that on
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1 site or on the trucks? 1 bedrock aguifer, thereis still apotential that
2 THE WITNESS (Burns): That's true. 2 there could be some groundwater contamination as a
3 MR. HANNON: Okay. | have no other 3 result of acatastrophic release.
4 guestions. Thank you. 4 DR. KLEMENS: So again, here's
5 THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you. 5 another member of the Council really encouraging
6 Dr. Klemens. 6 looking at the gas solution for that reason.
7 DR. KLEMENS: Thank you, 7 Let'stalk what no one hasreally
8 Mr. Chairman. | have aseries of different 8 spoke about, the location of this particular
9 questions. | guess I'll start with the generator 9 compound. And | guessit begsthe question,
10 aso. 10 you're building the compound. Y ou're building a
11 I noticed the gas connections 11 road. You'vegot afield. Thenyou're cutting
12 outside the school, and I'm looking at the letter 12 through a stone wall into aforest, and it just
13 that we received and you have from the drinking 13 seemsto melogically the sensible thing to do
14 water section of the Department of Public Health, 14 would beto end, have that compound tucked in the
15 and all the things that they're recommending. 15 corner of that open field. It'sten feet higher
16 The closest wetland downsl ope from 16 and you don't have the loss of that forested
17 the proposed compound is how many feet? 17 habitat, which we're going to get into the quality
18 THE WITNESS (Vergati): It's 18 of that habitat in a moment.
19 322 feet to the west, closest wetland. 19 But what is driving this sort of,
20 DR. KLEMENS: And that is? What is 20 what | view as unnecessary environmental
21 that wetland? What does it feed into? 21 destruction? We're charged with balancing public
22 THE WITNESS (Gustafson): That 22 need with environmental stewardship. | just don't
23 wetland system drains to the south, southwest and 23 seewhat we gain by cutting into that forest
24 it's part of the public water supply watershed 24 except environmental destruction that's
25 system. Soit eventually drainsinto the 25 unnecessary.
Page 62 Page 64
1 reservoir. 1 THE WITNESS (Vergati): | can
2 DR. KLEMENS: Isthat part of the 2 answer that question, Dr. Klemens. We had worked
3 Cricker Brook watershed that it's draining into? 3 with the town officials obviously on the location
4 THE WITNESS (Gustafson): | believe 4 of thefacility on the property through various
5 that's correct, yes. 5 interaction and feedback from town officias, and
6 DR. KLEMENS: Okay. So continuing 6 they accompanied us on afew sitevisits.
7 with the generator questions. Something happens 7 Therewasiinitial talk of
8 to the generator which is now placed, as you've 8 potentially putting it in the actual DPW storage
9 said, at the very lowest point, 300 or so feet. 9 yard. Wefelt that it wasinappropriatein a
10 What is the attenuation factor if 10 sense that we wanted to get it further west away
11 you had a partial or a complete failure of that? 11 from Morehouse Road and get it more into a genera
12 Would the fuel in that attenuate through 300 feet 12 screening area.
13 plus or minus of woodland and soil? Or would this |13 The town sentiments were that they
14 eventually reach the public drinking water supply 14 wanted it tucked in the woods, because the open
15 if we had a catastrophic failure or alarge spill? 15 fieldsright now that are there, they don't know
16 THE WITNESS (Gustafson): It'sa 16 if they want to keep them as open space, if they
17 very good question, Dr. Klemens. | think it'sa 17 want to extend the playing fields and so forth. |
18 little difficult to come up with a proper response 18 think at some point there was even talk about
19 because thereit is a considerable distance to 19 maybe asledding park in that area.
20 that wetland resource. 20 So the sentiment was to put it into
21 However, you are looking at this 21 the woods to gain some natural screening for the
22 individua geology being thin glacial till with 22 base of the tower as well as the equipment, not
23 bedrock outcrops, and without having a good 23 knowing 10, 15 years down the road if there would
24 understanding of the bedrock geology and the 24 beactivitiesin thosefields. And if there were
25 potential for fissuresto connect to a shallow 25 it wasthe Town's opinion that they wanted to have
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1 the screening of the facility in the woods. 1 cedar inthere. You have pignut. You have oak.
2 THE CHAIRMAN: Mr. Hannon has a 2 Correct?
3 followup. 3 THE WITNESS (Gustafson): That's
4 MR. HANNON: Thank you, 4 correct.
5 Mr. Chairman. 5 DR. KLEMENS: And you have a stone
6 On one of the questions | was 6 wall that separatesthat from thefield. Andin
7 originaly looking at was where the underground 7 your professional experience, do these stone walls
8 utilitieswere originaly depicted. And | know 8 effectively act asbarricadesto alot of small
9 that it's changed, but can you explain why the 9 wildlife, natural -- or sort of a human created
10 location changed? Did that have something to do 10 barricade that would keep turtles, frogs,
11 with the Town not wanting that going through their |11 salamanders maybe from wandering into the field?
12 area? 12 Isthere some function that that stone wall might
13 THE WITNESS (Vergati): | would 13 have?
14 haveto take alook at my records on the utility 14 THE WITNESS (Gustafson): Yes.
15 route and how it changed from the initial 15 Yeah, that's -- that's my experience as well, that
16 presentation, keeping in mind that when we 16 they -- they afford, you know, some type of
17 designed these sites we don't have the benefit of 17 barrier. They aso afford some habitat, some
18 doing the utility walk, in this case, with Ul. 18 microhabitat for, you know, snakes, small mammals
19 That comes further in the application process. 19 aswell, aswell asforming abarrier for, you
20 I know -- | believethereisan 20 know, migrating turtles and other animals.
21 open space area over by the original location 21 DR. KLEMENS: Now as| read through
22 wherethe utilitieswereto comein. | believe, 22 the report there's been no biological survey, no
23 and I'll double check and maybe we can discuss it 23 inventory done of the biota of what might be on
24 during our break, that there may be somewetlands |24 that dry/mesic forest glacial till arealying
25 over there aswell that we wanted to keep away 25 above awetlands system?
Page 66 Page 68
1 from coming in from that area. So we felt best to 1 THE WITNESS (Gustafson): That's
2 routeit in the current configuration. 2 correct. No formal survey has been performed of
3 MR. HANNON: Okay. Thank you. 3 that area.
4 DR. KLEMENS: Wéll, aswe see from 4 DR. KLEMENS: And you're looking at
5 many dockets, oftentimes the lessees -- although 5 DonnaMcKay's letter from the NDDB. They did not
6 thelessors, rather, like to put it in places that 6 anticipate any impacts based on what they knew,
7 benefit them to the maximum, but it doesn't always 7 but left the door open that, in fact, site surveys
8 benefit the environment and other aspects. So | 8 may reveal other species.
9 am not moved by that argument. 9 It wasn't just that it was -- she
10 Let me continue to ask questions 10 said there were no impacts based on what they had
11 about that habit. Let'stalk about that areathat 11 intheir file, but there could be state listed
12 you plan to put the compound into. Could you 12 speciesdiscovered as part of the survey of that
13 describe the underlying geology of that? 13 site?
14 THE WITNESS (Gustafson): The area 14 THE WITNESS (Gustafson): That's
15 of the proposed compound consists of glacial till 15 obviously a potential, and the language that the
16 deposits. It'sthin glacial till soils overlying 16 State uses for these type of reviews where they
17 shallow to bedrock gaps, aswell as exposed -- 17 don't have any records, they always include that
18 areas of exposed bedrock. 18 caveated language that there's always a potential
19 So it consists as aresult -- or 19 for encountering other listed species.
20 theresulting forest is characterized as an upland 20 DR. KLEMENS: So this wetland that
21 dry/mesic oak hickory dominant forest habitat. 21 basically is 300 and some feet off, you have no
22 DR. KLEMENS: So you've just said 22 ideawhat isin that wetland biologically?
23 thisisan upland dry forest dry/mesic forest? 23 THE WITNESS (Gustafson): That's
24 THE WITNESS (Gustafson): Correct. 24 correct. Wedid a-- we determined the
25 DR. KLEMENS: And you have red 25 jurisdictional boundary of that wetland and the
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1 major cover type for the florawithin that system, 1 box turtle habitat?
2 but not afauna survey. 2 THE WITNESS (Gustafson): | would.
3 DR. KLEMENS: Y ou actually werein 3 | think it has the compilation of different
4 that wetland? 4 habitat types where | would not be -- be surprised
5 THE WITNESS (Gustafson): Yes. 5 to come across a box turtle in that area, you
6 DR. KLEMENS: So did you see any 6 know, regardless of whether there were no records
7 potential that there could be verna pool 7 from the State.
8 indicators and species using that wetland? 8 It does have, you know, certain
9 THE WITNESS (Gustafson): In my 9 characteristicswhereif | were, you know, walking
10 opinion, for the delineated portion of that 10 through and spent, you know, a considerable amount
11 wetland areathere would not be. Itis 11 of time on that habitat doing afauna survey, that
12 essentially adry topographic swale that has some 12 you know, at some point in time | wouldn't be
13 seasonal saturated soils. There's no inundation 13 surprised to find abox turtlein that area.
14 of any measurable depth within the reach of that 14 DR. KLEMENS: So having said that,
15 delineation. 15 if one goes forward and places this compound, in
16 Asyou move through that wetland 16 which | think is not avery wise place for what
17 system it becomes more expansive. You know, our |17 I've said before, but would you, would Verizon
18 survey limits are -- may be extended 500 feet from |18 agree to the turtle protection protocols that DEEP
19 thefacility. We dtill didn't observe any type of 19 uses standardly?
20 vernal -- potential for vernal pool habitat, but | 20 THE WITNESS (Gustafson): | think
21 would anticipate as you move much further distant |21 the applicant would be amenable to incorporating,
22 to the west and southwest within the interior of 22 you know, some type of box turtle protection plan.
23 that wetland system where it expandsin size, that 23 Similar views done on other docketsin front of
24 you know, there certainly could be a cryptic 24 the Council, and we could incorporate those into
25 habitat, but at that point we're probably 25 the D and M plan, should the Council approve this
Page 70 Page 72
1 approaching athousand feet from the proposed 1 facility.
2 facility. 2 DR. KLEMENS: Of course, dl of
3 DR. KLEMENS: Okay. So what you're 3 that could be avoided if one placed it on the
4 saying isbasically based on your investigations, 4 other side of the stonewall in the field.
5 knowing that vernal pool specieswill usethe 5 Correct?
6 adjacent uplands, you think the potential for that 6 THE WITNESS (Gustafson): | would
7 slope to be used by vernal pool obligate species 7 agree with that statement, yes.
8 within that wetland is quite small based on what 8 DR. KLEMENS: So the most -- the
9 you observed in that wetland? 9 least risk to the turtles would be placing it in
10 THE WITNESS (Gustafson): I'd -- 10 the corner of the field?
11 yes, | would. | think that's afair assessment. 11 THE WITNESS (Gustafson): | would
12 | think there's ways a potential when you have 12 agreethat there would be alower risk with the
13 wetlands within 50, 100 feet that you could always |13 placement in the field.
14 come across awood frog because their migration 14 DR. KLEMENS: Thank you for that.
15 distance can be quite distant from their natal 15 I'mjust want to do a couple things on the
16 pools. But I think those occurrences would be 16 simulations, and some of this has already been
17 fairly rarein this particular location. 17 stated by Mr. Harder. He actually used the exact
18 DR. KLEMENS: Well, let's leave the 18 sameword | thought when | was looking at some of
19 vernal pool obligates, and let's focus on box 19 that, sort of ridiculous.
20 turtles. You've obviously spent alot of time, as 20 | want to really direct your
21 havel, looking at different habitats that support 21 attention to simulation number one. And there are
22 box turtles. 22 two photographs there, two simulations. Can you
23 Based on the sort of gestalt of 23 tell mewhat this -- there's alarge pole like
24 what you saw in that forest and field and wetland 24 item on theright-hand side. Let's see-- yes, on
25 complex, would you think thiswould constitute a 25 the right-hand side photograph.
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1 What isthat? That's standing 1 simulations were completed, | think, in April of
2 amost at the same visual elevation height as the 2 2015. And yes, copies were sent to the Town.
3 monopine, or thetower. Isthat afield light or 3 THE WITNESS (Libertine): | think
4 something? 4 the Town has good intentions, certainly. And |
5 THE WITNESS (Libertine): | believe 5 think, you know, the fact is that as we talked
6 they arelight stanchions. There's several of 6 probably ad nauseam before on thisissue, that in
7 them scattered throughout, especialy as you move 7 theright situation thisworks. And | think it
8 totheright, Dr. Klemens. 8 might have been afedling that, hey, we've got
9 DR. KLEMENS: So I'm looking -- and 9 this, you know, inthetrees. So atreekind of
10 | think you'reright. | think that's what they 10 poking above the trees might look pretty natural.
11 are. Sol'mlooking at these two together and | 11 Unfortunately that just doesn't
12 cannot see how -- this monopine does look very odd |12 work here from alot of the perspectives where you
13 ditting there. Y ou already have thingsthat are 13 can seeit.
14 standing up, poles. 14 DR. KLEMENS: Wdll, | remember in
15 There you have another pole with 15 Docket 471 just a few weeks ago there was this
16 someantennasonit. Certainly, at least from my 16 whole discussion about when you don't have a pine
17 perspective, it's much lessvisualy intrusive. 17 forest these things redlly areinappropriate. And
18 You want to comment on that? 18 | think your caseisreally madeif you look at
19 THE WITNESS (Libertine): If | 19 simulation number seven.
20 must, certainly. 20 Y ou have one pine tree, but you
21 We've actually had a go around 21 redly start to see that even the screening
22 about this. My own opinion is that the monopine 22 potential of this, it's drawn to it as opposed
23 doesn't really work here. I'm all about context. 23 to--
24 | probably sound like a broken record in front of 24 THE WITNESS (Libertine): Right. |
25 you folks saying that. 25 would say from my perspective, photo sevenis
Page 74 Page 76
1 Ray and | discussed this early on. 1 probably the one spot where you could make the
2 It was clear that that was the Town'sinitial 2 argument because it doesn't poke above the trees
3 preference, and then the more we looked at this 3 andit'skind of buried in the trees. Soit'sa
4 and noticed we had significant height above the 4 little bit more unnatural.
5 treeline, that the monopine, certainly once we did 5 But you're absolutely right,
6 the simulations it became clear that that was 6 Dr. Klemens. We're talking about an area that
7 going to be much bulkier on the horizon. 7 redly hasvery little coniferous coverage. So it
8 So my opinion isthat in this case 8 can be somewhat striking from some of the views.
9 atraditional monopole certainly ismore 9 DR. KLEMENS: | sometimes think
10 appropriate, and | think is actually lessvisually 10 that there's sort of a sense that, you know, that
11 striking. Because not alot of visibility overall 11 hiding -- and | hear talk from alot of people
12 with thisfacility, but where you seeit, you see 12 there'sasense, oh, let'shideit in amonopine
13 it pretty substantially above thetrees. Sol 13 and | think people don't often think about the
14 would -- | would agree certainly with the 14 ramifications of what that actually will look
15 assessment of Mr. Harder and yourself in terms of 15 like.
16 it -- | might not use the exact same terms that 16 And | think what you've produced
17 you folks used, but | think that certainly sums up 17 redly isvery important because it gives us and
18 | think the general characteristics. 18 the Town -- and other people to really look at it.
19 THE CHAIRMAN: Excuseme. | havea 19 Sometimeswhat you wish for isn't necessarily
20 followup. When you talked to the Town did you 20 going to help you, and | think what you see here
21 show them these simulations? Did they have this 21 isawonderful example of that.
22 information? 22 But | often think people think this
23 THE WITNESS (Libertine): | would 23 iswhat you have to do over timeto hideit, but |
24 haveto defer to Mr. Vergati on that. 24 think as we've talked about these visual things
25 THE WITNESS (Vergati): These 25 it'sin the eye of the beholder, but sometimes
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1 they have unintended consequences. | certainly 1 dull. SoI'mafirm believer in that, yeah, it
2 think that this may be a case like that. 2 might have somewhat of an industrial ook to it,
3 And | thank you, and | have no 3 but it works in the New England landscape to a
4 further questions, Mr. Chairman. 4 great degree on alot of days during the year.
5 THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you. 5 | think someone could also make the
6 Mr. Lynch? 6 argument, boy, if you paint it blue at the top
7 MR. LYNCH: Thank you, 7 above the treeline that can work on certain days
8 Mr. Chairman. 8 aswell. And | think that goes back to alittle
9 A good part about going last is my 9 hit of the beauty isin the eye of the balder.
10 smarter colleagues have asked all the questions, 10 But the second piece really comes
11 but I want to follow up on a couple things 11 downto -- | would haveto really defer to our RF
12 starting with Mr. Libertine. 12 engineer, but whether or not -- because we have
13 And you and | have had the 13 one carrier, and because at some point it sounds
14 discussion over the years about monopine versus 14 asthough the Town will be putting their whips on
15 monopole. And | actually agree with Dr. Klemens. |15 thetop. They'll also be fairly tight together.
16 The monopole isamuch lower profile herethanthe |16 Soit'samost like -- and because it will be
17 monopine. And in some cases the monopineonthe |17 see-through it's not going to be a structure, so
18 simulations, you want to stand under it and sing 18 itwon't look massive.
19 Christmas carols. 19 We may want to consider whether or
20 S0 is there anything you could do 20 not we can somewhat bring in the antennas, not
21 for the standard monopole? And here sofar we've |21 what I'd call aflush array, but we've seen them
22 only got one carrier, so there's only one -- going 22 where they're not the full 12 or 14-foot platforms
23 to be one apparatus at the top. s there anything 23 that are depicted here in the photo simulations.
24 you could do to help lower the profile of a 24 So that's something -- | don't know
25 standard monopole? 25 how it affects radiofrequency coverage, so again
Page 78 Page 80
1 And again, | agree with 1 I'd have to defer to the radiofrequency engineer
2 Dr. Klemens. | mean H.L. Mencken said it over a 2 onthat particular issue. But those are the two
3 hundred years ago talking about prohibition. Be 3 things that come to mind for thistype of a
4 careful what you wish for, you may get it. 4 facility where we have in some cases 70 feet above
5 THE WITNESS (Libertine): Agreed. 5 thetreeline being exposed.
6 MR. LYNCH: So isthere anything 6 MR. LYNCH: The surrounding canopy
7 you can do color-wise, you know, to somehow lower | 7 israther low, so you know, that makesit, whether
8 this profile of the monopole? 8 it'satree or amonopole stick out even more?
9 THE WITNESS (Libertine): Well, | 9 THE WITNESS (Libertine): Agreed.
10 think there's two things that could at least be 10 MR. LYNCH: Mr. Vergati, isthe
11 considered. Onel can speak to if -- and | just 11 Town actually married to the monopine? Or were
12 can't remember it and | apologize, what docket it 12 they open to looking at a standard monopole?
13 was. But in Ridgefield we have split the colors. 13 THE WITNESS (Vergati): | certainly
14 It'satwo-tonetower. It'sa-- what | think is 14 don't want to speak for the Town. | know there
15 probably traditionally called the sky blue at the 15 wasinput obviously from the board of selectmen
16 top. 16 and Pand Z and land use and so forth. That'sa
17 On alot of daysthat works very 17 conversation | would be certainly happy to have.
18 well. That actually happens to be a Homeland 18 | think we had the foresight when
19 facility and it came out wonderful. Not everyday 19 we were doing the lease to put that language in
20 isgoing to be abeautiful blue-robin sky. 20 that, again the ultimate decision on design is
21 MR. LYNCH: | understand that. 21 with the Siting Council. But | can certainly have
22 THE WITNESS (Libertine): But no 22 that conversation with the first selectman and the
23 matter what we do, | think there's two schools of 23 other officials.
24 thought on the coloration. | think once the steel 24 MR. LYNCH: And aso, Mr. Vergati,
25 goes up and starts to whether abit it tendsto 25 | thought | heard you say earlier that the Town is
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1 set at 150 feet and no higher. You know, if the 1 THE WITNESS (Burns): During
2 FCC, Mr. Libertine, comes along and tells another 2 construction there will be an increase in truck
3 carrier they can go higher there's nothing the 3 traffic, but once the compound is up and running
4 Town or this Council can do about it. They can go 4 thereality isit getsvisited probably once a
5 higher? 5 month by atech in apickup truck. And even then
6 THE WITNESS (Vergati): Actualy, 6 sometimes it goes longer than a month, depending
7 they can't. If we're on aprivate property and 7 onwhat their schedules are.
8 there was no height cap written into alease 8 MS. WESTMORELAND: And have you
9 agreement, and the 6409, that middle tax class 9 given any thought to planting around this site so
10 relief came along, and a carrier wanted to go 10 that it islessvisible from the surrounding
11 higher, then, yes, we could as atower developer 11 community? Certainly you could put some
12 extent that tower 20 feet. 12 fast-growing pinesin.
13 Inthis case thereisalease 13 THE WITNESS (Vergati): The way
14 agreement in place that specifically caps the 14 it'sdesigned right now, set back into the wooded
15 height to be 150 feet, and the only way it could 15 areathere was no plansto do any landscaping at
16 be higher than 150 would -- again to be -- to 16 the base of the tower.
17 receive written approval from the Town to do that. 17 MS. WESTMORELAND: And do you
18 MR. LYNCH: I'll leave that to our 18 realize that most of Easton ison awell system,
19 legal people down at the other end. 19 so any leakage from the tower would go directly
20 I think I'm almost finished. 20 into the community well system, aside from the
21 | couldn't ask the fire chief or 21 reservoir that you have mentioned in fact?
22 the police chief earlier, but isthe fire 22 MR. BALDWIN: Ms. Westmoreland,
23 department avolunteer fire department. 23 just for clarification, you said community wells,
24 THE WITNESS (Vergati): I'll speak 24 or private?
25 tothat. It'sahybrid fire department. It 25 MS. WESTMORELAND: Private, private
Page 82 Page 84
1 sounds like it's made up of both volunteer and 1 wells.
2 pad. 2 MR. BALDWIN: So not acommunity
3 MR. LYNCH: I'm done, Mr. Chairman. 3 well system, but private wells.
4 DR. KLEMENS: So if the Townis 4 MS. WESTMORELAND: No, but private.
5 concerned about the height of the tower and you 5 Most peoplein town are on private wells.
6 have this sort of FCC -- which | think maybe we'll 6 THE WITNESS (Burns): The feeling
7 hear whether or not what you, Mr. Vergati said is 7 iswith the generator and the containment system
8 actually legal -- but one way to hedge your bets 8 that comeswith it, that the protection will be
9 would be a 140-foot tower at the site that | 9 thereto prevent spills.
10 recommended, which isten feet higher. 10 MS. WESTMORELAND: And can you name
11 And that in the worst-case scenario 11 one positive thing that this would entail for the
12 if you have to extend that tower, you would still 12 direct neighborsthat is not being given to the
13 be quite -- about 160 feet only. That'sjust a 13 rest of thetown?
14 comment, areason to reconsider where you're 14 THE WITNESS (Vergati): | would say
15 putting the compound. 15 probably not. | mean, certainly theresidentsin
16 Thank you. 16 the areawill benefit from increased cell coverage
17 THE CHAIRMAN: Okay. Thank you. 17 and enhanced public safety.
18 We're now going to give an opportunity for the 18 MS. WESTMORELAND: But that would
19 other party, Ms. Westmoreland to cross-examine. 19 be basically the benefit that the rest of the town
20 MS. WESTMORELAND: I'll try and 20 isreceiving at essentially the neighbors
21 keepit asbrief asl can. 21 expense.
22 What kind of impact from increased 22 THE WITNESS (Libertine): I'm not
23 truck traffic are we likely to see on Morehouse 23 sure |l would characterize it that way, but | think
24 Road? Andwhat do you proposeto doto minimize |24 it'ssimilar to the existing facilities at the
25 theimpact? 25 school and the DPW. It's a benefit for the
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1 community in general. 1 potentialy you would useit for Fairfield?
2 MS. WESTMORELAND: And do any of 2 THE WITNESS (Vergati): | think if
3 you live near a cell tower, or do you plan to live 3 your question is, would the residents of Fairfield
4 near acell tower in the near future? 4 benefit from the coverage, | would leave that to
5 THE WITNESS (Libertine): | can say 5 RFto answer, | guess. | suspect they might. |
6 at thisend of thetable, certainly it lives 6 believethe Fairfield town line is roughly
7 within sights -- line of sight of cell towers, 7 2100 feet awvay.
8 yes. They're ubiquitous these days. They're 8 THE WITNESS (Ulanday): That's
9 about -- not as common as telephone poles, but 9 correct. The northern portion of Fairfield would
10 they're getting there. That'sthereality. 10 benefit from the cell coverage from this tower.
11 THE WITNESS (Burns): | can see 11 MS. WESTMORELAND: And so how much,
12 three from my house. 12 proportionately given the population of Easton and
13 MS. WESTMORELAND: And | would like |13 the population of Fairfield, would this tower be
14 to make a statement, if | may? 14 represented for just Easton?
15 THE CHAIRMAN: When it's your turn 15 THE WITNESS (Ulanday): | believe
16 for appearance -- your cross-examine you can make |16 we answered the portion with Easton, but with
17 abrief, but not -- 17 Fairfield we didn't.
18 MS. WESTMORELAND: Perfect. Okay. |18 Well, the majority of the coverage
19 And | was under the impression based on the 19 would bein Easton. And so I'd say with the
20 documentsthat you provided that you were goingto |20 population number that we stated in the
21 put in a 1500 megahertz additional system on top 21 interrogatories, the majority of it will be
22 of the 700 that had previously been mentioned. Is 22 residents of Easton.
23 that incorrect? 23 MS. WESTMORELAND: Like 51 percent?
24 | read something about you need to 24 75 percent? 85 percent?
25 upgrade for the potential for increased use of a 25 THE CHAIRMAN: Excuse me. If you
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1 tower and increased uses by potentialy Fairfield? 1 have an answer in percentages, fine. But if you
2 THE WITNESS (Ulanday): I'm 2 don't, just say you don't so we can go on.
3 guessing you may be talking about Verizon 3 THE WITNESS (Ulanday): | don't
4 deploying all of its license frequencies, because 4 have the exact percentage.
5 initially we are just deploying the 700 megahertz 5 MS. WESTMORELAND: Okay. And what
6 and 2100 megahertz frequencies. Andwe still have | 6 other commercial sites were considered besides the
7 the 850 megahertz and the 1900 megahertz in our 7 town property?
8 pocket just in case we need to deploy them. 8 THE WITNESS (Vergati): Therewas a
9 MS. WESTMORELAND: And so 9 total of 15 sitesthat were looked at, both town
10 potentially you would put them in at the base of 10 properties, Aquarion properties, private
11 thistower? 11 properties. And this site was chosen.
12 THE WITNESS (Ulanday): The 12 MS. WESTMORELAND: And when you put
13 antennas would still be up on the 145 level 13 in the underground line for the power to the
14 reserved for Verizon. 14 tower, why not just put the whole thing
15 MS. WESTMORELAND: So | takeiit 15 underground and not put up anew pole? We havea
16 that'sayes? 16 tendency to have alot of stormswith trees coming
17 THE WITNESS (Ulanday): The 17 down. It takes down the power for the whole
18 equipment will go inside the compound. 18 street.
19 MS. WESTMORELAND: And how much of |19 THE WITNESS (Burns): We walked the
20 thistower potentially would be used by the Town 20 sitewith Ul and that is what their requirement
21 of Fairfield instead of the Town of Easton? 21 us. If it was up to us we would run underground
22 THE WITNESS (Vergati): Right now 22 from the pole, but they need to set anew -- their
23 there's no proposed equipment on the tower by the |23 desire, they're directing usto set anew pole
24 Town of Fairfield. 24 about, | think it's 30 to 50 feet from the
25 MS. WESTMORELAND: But | readthat |25 existing oneto put in, to go underground from
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1 there. 1 the school is serviced by well or municipal water?
2 MS. WESTMORELAND: | think that 2 MS. WESTMORELAND: | don't know.
3 concludes my questions. 3 MR. SILVESTRI: Okay. That'sall |
4 THE CHAIRMAN: Okay. Stay there, 4 have. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
5 but now you will be -- so well start with 5 THE CHAIRMAN: Mr. Hannon.
6 swearing-in. 6 MR. HANNON: | have nothing,
7 7 Mr. Chairman.
8 PAMELA WESTMORELAND, 8 THE CHAIRMAN: Dr. Klemens.
9  caled asawitness, being first duly sworn 9 DR. KLEMENS: Thank you,
10 by the Executive Director, was examined and 10 Mr. Chairman.
11 tedtified on her oath follows: 11 In your petition you said you don't
12 THE CHAIRMAN: We have, asfar as 12 contest the tower, but you want to see it moved?
13 the exhibit, | think it was your request for party 13 MS. WESTMORELAND: Wdll, |
14 status. Question is-- the only question really 14 recognize the need that the town has for cell
15 is, did you author that? 15 service. | mean, that'sclear. | can't say that
16 MS. WESTMORELAND: Yes, | did. 16 | am thrilled by it's location.
17 THE CHAIRMAN: And it's accurate to 17 We have the dog pound. We have the
18 the best of your knowledge? 18 DPW dump, and now we're going to have a cell
19 MS. WESTMORELAND: Yes, itis. 19 tower. Thisisnot a confluence of eventsthat |
20 THE CHAIRMAN: Okay. Isthere any 20 find appealing.
21 objection to it being admitted? 21 DR. KLEMENS: Do you have any
22 MR. BALDWIN: No, Mr. Chairman. 22 comment? Did you follow the suggestion | had of
23 THE CHAIRMAN: So your exhibit is 23 moving the tower into the edge of the field? Does
24 admitted. And we'll now continue with 24 that give you any benefit? Worse? Better?
25 cross-examination by staff and then Council. 25 Indifferent?
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1 MR. MERCIER: Thank you. AsMr. 1 MS. WESTMORELAND: I'm not sure
2 Libertinetestified to earlier, there was aballon 2 that it bothers me one way or another, but | do
3 fly today, and you walked the site. Did you have 3 believe that the Town, when they initialy started
4 the opportunity to go to your residence and try to 4 having hearings about putting a cell tower in near
5 look for the balloon from your property today? 5 the school there was alot of local objection to
6 MS. WESTMORELAND: | did not notice | 6 perceived risk from electromagnetic radiation, or
7 it, but | haven't looked for it either. 7 whatever else might come with acell tower. So
8 MR. MERCIER: Okay. Thank you. | 8 moving it closer to the school and the ballfields
9 have no other questions. 9 probably isn't something the community would be
10 THE CHAIRMAN: Mr. Harder? 10 that thrilled about.
11 MR. HARDER: No questions. 11 DR. KLEMENS: And you've probably
12 THE CHAIRMAN: Mr. Silvestri? 12 looked in the application. You're aware that --
13 MR. SILVESTRI: Thank you, 13 did you see the tower, Trumbull west and all those
14 Mr. Chairman. 14 other towers that make up Verizon's network there
15 Y ou had mentioned wells. Are most 15 that arein adjacent towns --
16 of theresidences on Morehouse serviced by wells? |16 MS. WESTMORELAND: I've seen the
17 MS. WESTMORELAND: | don't know. | |17 tower in Westport. | go by it every day on the
18 can only guess. 18 Merritt.
19 MR. SILVESTRI: Isyours? 19 DR. KLEMENS: Sorry, I'm talking.
20 MS. WESTMORELAND: Mineisnot. We |20 Did you look at the maps in the docket application
21 converted to city water. 21 which showed the location, the propagation maps
22 MR. SILVESTRI: Arethey also 22 which showed all their different towers that
23 serviced by septic tanks? 23 Verizon hasin the area?
24 MS. WESTMORELAND: Yes. 24 MS. WESTMORELAND: Apparently not.
25 MR. SILVESTRI: And do you know if 25 DR. KLEMENS: Okay. Because many
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1 of those towers are in adjacent municipalities and 1 THE CHAIRMAN: Again. Thank you
2 | would imagine that many of them are benefiting 2 very much. And again, we'll break until 7 p.m.
3 Easton residents. 3 Thank you.
4 MS. WESTMORELAND: | can tell you | 4 (Whereupon, the witnesses were
5 am not benefiting from any cell location, that | 5 excused and the above proceedings were concluded
6 can think of. Cell reception at my houseis 6 at 453 p.m.)
7 terrible. 7
8 DR. KLEMENS: Okay. | have no 8
9 further questions, Mr. Chairman. Thank you. 9
10 THE CHAIRMAN: Mr. Lynch. 10
11 MR. LYNCH: Who isyour carrier at 11
12 your house? 12
13 MS. WESTMORELAND: Verizon. 13
14 MR. LYNCH: Thank you. No more 14
15 questions, Mr. Chairman. 15
16 THE CHAIRMAN: Cross-examination by |16
17 Attorney Baldwin? 17
18 MR. BALDWIN: | don't have any 18
19 questions, Mr. Chairman. Thank you. 19
20 THE CHAIRMAN: Okay. WEell, your 20
21 duty as an expert witness has now been terminated. |21
22 Youdid an excellent job. 22
23 And the Council is going to take 23
24 the opportunity to break, to recess until 7 p.m. 24
25 And at 7 p.m. we will reconvene for comments by 25
Page 94 Page 96
1 the public. ! CERTI FI CATE
2 PAMELA WESTMORELAND: Might | make 2 _ _
3 astatement now, asoppowd to coming back at 3 I hereby certify that the foregoing 95 pages
4 seven o'clock and making a statement? 4 are a conplete and accurate conputer-ai ded
5 THE CHAIRMAN: Okay. I'm sorry. 5 transcription of ny original verbatimnotes taken
6 Go ahead. 6 of the Siting Council Meeting in Re: Docket No.
7 PAMELA WESTMORELAND: SO]UQ a 7 473, APPLI CATI ON FROMV HOVELAND TOWERS LLC AND
8 couple of thi ngs that you all have talked about. 8 CELLCO PARTNERSHI P D¥ B/ A VERI ZON W RELESS FOR A
9 The reason | bring up the Westport 9 CERTI FI CATE OF ENVI RONVENTAL COVPATI BI LI TY AND
10 cell tower isbecause | believeit isamonopole 10 PUBLIC NEED FOR THE CONSTRUCTI ON, MAI NTENANCE AND
11 tower. It'sstedl. You can seeit from miles 11 OPERATION OF A TELECOWWUNI CATI ON FACI LI TY LOCATED
12 around. It'sthe ugliest thing that | can think 12 AT 515 MOREHOUSE ROAD I N EASTON, CONNECTI CUT,
13 of asyou pass by on the Merritt. | don't view 13 which was hel d before ROBIN STEIN, Chairman, at
14 that asan improvement over akind of ridiculous 14 the Easton Public Library, Community Room 691
15 looking monopine. 15 Morehouse Road, Easton, Connecticut, June 20,
16 The monopine that's on Wilbur Cross 16 2017.
17 asyou go into New Y ork looks rather nice. If 17 /
18 that were what we were going to get, that would be |18
19 better than a steel tower with stuff sticking up 19 Robert G Dixon, CVR M 857
20 out of the top. 20 Notary Public
21 | think, you know, there is natural 21 BCT Reporting, LLC
22 gasonthestreet. | don't know, you know, what 22 PO Box 1774
23 theflow rateis or anything like that. We 23 Bristol, Connecticut 06011
24 converted to natural gas about ayear and a half 24 My Commi ssion Expires: 6/30/ 2020
25 ago. That'sal | haveto say. 25
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THE CHAI RVAN: Good afternoon,
| adi es and gentlenen. 1'd like to call to order
this nmeeting of the Connecticut Siting Council,

t oday Tuesday, June 30th, 2017. M nane is Robin
Stein. |1'm Chairman of the Siting Council.

G her nenbers of the Counci
present are M. Hannon, who's a designee fromthe
Depart nent of Energy and Environnental Protection;
M. Silvestri; Dr. Kl enens; M. Harder and
M. Lynch.

Menbers of the staff are Attorney
Mel ani e Bachman, our executive director; and
Robert Mercier our siting anal yst.

This hearing is held pursuant to
the provisions of Title 16 of the Connecti cut
Ceneral Statutes and of the Uniform Adm ni strative
Procedure Act upon an application from Honel and
Towers, LLC, and Cellco Partnership d/b/a Verizon
Wreless for a certificate of environnental
conpatibility and public need for the
construction, maintenance and operation of a
tel econmuni cations facility | ocated at 515
Mor ehouse Road in Easton, Connecticut. This
application was received by the Council on

April 21st of this year.
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As a rem nder to all,
off-the-record communi cation with a nmenber of the
Council or a nenber of the Council staff upon the
merits of this application are prohibited by |aw.

The parties to this proceeding are
as follows, the applicant Honel and Towers, and
Verizon or Cellco, represented by Attorney Bal dw n
of Robi nson & Col e; and Panel a West nor el and.

W will proceed in accordance with
t he prepared agenda, copies of which are avail abl e
on the table near the podium Al so available are
copies of the Council's citizen guide to Siting
Counci | procedures.

At the end of this afternoon's
evidentiary session we will recess and resune
again at 7 p.m for public comment session. The
7 p.m public coment session will be reserved for
the public to nake brief oral statenments into the
record.

I wish to note that parties
i ncluding their representatives and witnesses are
not allowed to participate in the public coment
session. | also wish to note for those who are
here and for the benefit of your friends and

nei ghbors who are unable to join us for the public
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conmment session, that you or they nmay send witten
comments to this Council wthin 30 days of the
date hereof, and such witten statenents will be
gi ven the sane weight as if spoken at the hearing.

I f necessary, party presentations
may continue after the public conmment session if
tine all ows.

A verbatimtranscript wll be nmade
of this hearing and deposited with the town
clerk's offices in Easton and Fairfield for the
conveni ence of the public.

Is there any public official that
would |i ke to nmake a statenent at this tine?

ADAM DUNSBY: Yes. (Good afternoon,
everyone. M nane is Adam Dunsby. | amthe First
Sel ectman for the Town of Easton. | think we'll
have a few public officials who would like to
speak.

As | nmentioned, I'mthe First
Sel ectman of the Town of Easton. The Town has
recogni zed for sonme tine that we have a severe
| ack of cell coverage in the center of town
because there are no cell towers. This is a
portion of the town which contains both our public

school s, the senior center, and the ngjority of
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the town's playing fields.

At sone point prior to 2012, before
| was first selectman, the then board of sel ectnen
asked the planning and zoni ng comm ssion to | ook
at all nmunicipal land and try and determ ne which
I f any of those parcels would be the nost suitable
for a cell tower, or whatever it took to renedy
the lack of cell coverage in Central Easton.

They returned with a report, which
| have previously submtted to the Council along
wth a letter fromnyself. And the parcel of town
nmuni ci pal -owned | and that they recomended, or
cane up at the top of their nmatrix was the piece
that | believe you | ooked at today, the piece of
| and j ust upslope fromthe aninal shelter.

So the board of sel ectnen issued an
RFP. W had a couple bidders. The RFP was
granted to Honel and Towers whose representatives
are here today. And the Easton Board of Sel ectnen
certainly supports this project and believes we
need to take some action to inprove cell service
in Central Easton.

W had nany, nany, nmany public
neetings. W |ooked into other alternatives such

as DAS systens. The board of selectnen cane to
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the conclusion that a tower of sone type on this
parcel of |land was the best solution for the Town,
primarily for public safety reasons and al so
because obviously the residents of Easton should
enjoy the benefits of nodern comruni cati ons.

Thank you.

THE CHAI RVAN:  Thank you.

Is there any other public official
who would like to speak at this tinme?

TI M SHAW  Good afternoon. Chi ef
of Police Tim Shaw, Easton. Just very briefly
just sonme notes. Wreless communicati ons have
becone a conmmonpl ace in the current tine to
contact public safety in enmergency situations.

Qur dispatch center receives nore 911 calls via
cel |l phones than | andlines. Public safety is
definitely affected by the | ack of cell coverage
I n Easton.

On average there are approxi mately
eight to ten calls a day that have poor reception,
or the call is lost. Another five tines a week
people will wal k into headquarters and report an
i nci dent because they were unable to nake a call
In certain areas of town.

As historical perspective,
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approxi nately eight years ago the landline to
cel | phone calls received was approxi mately 60/ 40,
bei ng 60 percent of the calls were via | andline,
40 percent being cell phone. Currently it's nore
li ke a 70/30, with cell phones being the nmajority.
The nunber is only going up as sone homeowners
have conpl etely gone away from | andli nes and woul d
rat her use their cell phones.

Thi s departnment has had nunerous
calls where the victimof an incident could not
get through to the dispatch center.

You know, | asked sone of the
officers sone of the exanples, and one was a fat al
acci dent on an area of town where the coverage was
poor. And a passenger in the vehicle was
attenpting to call and could not get through, and
an officer happened to be driving by and
fortunately, you know, the incident was taken care
of, but these are the type of situations we do run
I nt o.

The residents of Easton need to
stay connected for any energency that occurs in
town, and | feel upgradi ng our nobile
conmuni cations is a najor step in keeping our

community nuch safer. This upgrade is needed now
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nore than ever with the increase of cell phones
only going up when they're contacting 911.

Additionally, we do have an
attached map. |If anybody wants it, | can hand it
in. 1t has the areas that we are affected by with
our patrol officers when we do go to calls. You
know, that i1inpacts also if the officer has to nmake
a call to dispatch while being on an
i nvesti gati on.

You don't always do everythi ng over
the radio. Sonetines if it's private information
that you want to get you'll call dispatch, and in
certain areas of town we can't do that. So this
woul d only enhance public safety, and | feel it's
| ong over due.

So | have the areas of the town in
the map from our dispatch center. | can hand them
in to sonebody. GCkay. And you've got it. Ckay.

Thank you.

THE CHAI RMVAN.  Thank you very nuch.

STEVE WAUGH: |' m Steve Waugh, the
Fire Chief intown. 1|'ve long been a big
proponent of increasing the cell coverage in
East on.

As Chi ef Shaw i ndi cated, there's

10
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been nmultiple incidences of dropped calls while
people are driving through town. On 58 and 136,

t hese involve dealing with accidents and fire
calls, and it's del ayed our response, slowed down
our ability to render assistance.

There's been i nstances where we've
been requested to conmuni cate w th outside
agencies. | haven't been able to get a signal and
it's delayed a response by the DEEP, calls to a
| arger spill at a truck accident. |If we had
gotten a cl eanup contractor out there sooner it
woul d have been -- we woul d have saved about
50 gallons of fuel going into the reservoir.

We did have sone incidents at the
baseball fields. W had a mnor injury, and then
we had a nore significant injury. And the parents
weren't able to get a cell and sonebody actually
had to get in their car and drive before they were
able to call 911, and that resulted in a delay for
t he anbul ance service to attend to the child that
was i nj ured.

In addition, we would like to see
better cell service at the schools. The cell
service is weak at Keller. 1I1t's a week at

Staples. And should there be an incident there we

11
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want people to have the ability to reach out and
call 911, and get the dispatch. In this day and
age, particularly given sone of the schoo
situations that have happened there should be no
reason that people can't get a signal fairly

qui ckly.

As we stand here, | neant to text
or call Sel ectman Dunsby and tell himIl was
running a little bit late, but I got no service,
so |l couldn't do it.

As Chief Shaw indicated, with
people swtching fromdirect | andlines to bundling
of services and going digital, they're less likely
to have a POTS |ine. Wen we do have maj or storns
and cable lines go down we run into a situation
where people have to rely on their cell phones,
and in those situations in certain parts of town
wth weak signals we're not sure that people can
get the adequate service they need if they have to
call 911.

We have had sone storns and we have
had some areas of town where people have actually
had to go across the street, go to the nei ghbors'
house and call 911, and indicate that they had had

a problem So again, it delays our service and

12
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our being able to render aid to people when they
need it.

And ny biggest fear is the fear
t hat Chi ef Shaw touched on, that sonebody drives
down 136 or Route 58 and goes off the road w t hout
anybody seeing themand is trapped in their
vehicle, able to access a cell but not get a
service, and actually dies in the vehicle before
we can get there to render assistance.

So you know, fromall aspects |I'ma
bi g-ti me proponent of putting the cell tower in
and increasing the service in the town of Easton
where it's | acking.

Thank you.

THE CHAI RVAN: Thank you.

CAROLYN KEARNEY: Thank you. Hi.

' m Carol yn Kearney, the Chief of Easton ENM5. |
really have nothing to add because ny coworkers
have al so stated that it's really inportant to
have a cell tower in town.

You know, if we're responding to a
911 call and we can't get to that patient because
they can't reach us, a matter of a minute can, you
know, be the difference between |ife and death.

And it's really inportant that we have cell towers

13
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where patients can reach us in an energency.

So thank you.

PETER NEARY: Peter Neary. |'mthe
fire marshal. | just want to echo Chief Shaw and
Carol yn Kearney and Steve Waugh's stories relative
to not having cell phone service.

Cel | phones have really changed our
| ives, because I"'mfroman the era where | never
had a cell phone at the begi nning. But you have to
realize that for energency communications it's
probably the first thing you know about sonet hing
happening -- is the cell phone.

And in Easton we do have sone
products that our energency calls are texted over
us -- to our cell phones. That could be an
I mredi ate response for people. It could be froma
nei ghbor goi ng next door to soneone's house.

And there's so many stories that we
can tell you, | adies and gentl enen, about things
t hat happen on Route 58. A very rural area, a
very bad accident |ocation, pine trees, and it's a
very poor cell phone service area.

So what happens is people
generally, they drive -- they used to drive -- |

could see fromyou people -- that they used to






© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

15

drive to a payphone. So yes, and everybody is
| aughi ng, but there's no nore payphones. So the
cel | phones have ki nd of replaced the payphones.
So people drive to Fairfield to report things, and
t hey don't know exactly where they happen. So
then we send two towns up | ooking around for
sonebody either on the road or off the road, or
sonewhere |ike that.

So you know, it's really inportant
t hat we have full coverage for public safety in
East on where a cell phone tower would really
greatly assist us in providing the services that
we provide to the town.

Thank you.

TI M SHAW Just to add one thing,
If that's okay? 1Is it all right to take the mc
agai n?

This was not a setup. Steve and |
did not discuss this, but he tal ked about
sonet hing going off the road, and this would be a
horrible situation. | had ny dispatcher just pull
sone of the calls where she put in the search
engi ne, dropped. So she typed in dropped and saw
what calls cane up recently.

And one call to the Easton Poli ce
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Departnent to report a car off the road, the
phonecall was dropped. Unable to obtain further
information. By triangulation we found out the
area it was in, and by the tine we got there
sonebody -- a passerby had already gotten out of
the car and hel ped the person. That's one
exanpl e.

And the second example I'll give is
the 911 call was broken up and only stated | was
trying to pass soneone before the call was
di sconnected. Again triangulation, we got out to
t he vehicle. The vehicle was off the road. Blew
out both passenger-side tires and we ended up
getting there to help them but that's just two
exanpl es of what Steve said.

Now i n those situations it wasn't,
you know, a fatal accident, but these are
situations we run into on a daily basis.

Thank you.

THE CHAI RMVAN:  Thank you.

I wish to call your attention to
t hose itens shown on the hearing program nmarked as
Roman nuneral 1-D, itenms 1 through 66. Does the
applicant or party have any objection to the itens

that the Council has adm nistratively noticed?
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(No response.)

THE CHAI RMAN: Accordingly, the
Counci | hereby adm nistratively notices these
exi sting docunents, statenents and comments.

Now present your w tness panel for
t he purposes of taking the oath, M. Bal dw n.

MR. BALDW N  Good afternoon M.
Chai rman, nenbers of the Council. For the record,
' m Ken Baldwin with Robinson & Cole on behal f of
Honel and towers, LLC, and Cell co Partnership doi ng
busi ness as Verizon Wreless.

The applicant is in Docket 473.
Qur wtness panel listed in the hearing program
I ncl udes Ray Vergati with Honmel and Towers LLC,
M. Ryan U anday, who is a radi of requency engi neer
with Verizon Wreless; Mke Libertine, the
Director of Siting and Permtting for Al Points
Technol ogy Corporation; Dean CGustafson, the Seni or
Wet | and Scienti st and professional soil scientist
with Al Points Technol ogy; and Robert Burns, a
pr of essi onal engineer with Al Points Technol ogy.

And | offer themto be sworn at

this time M. Chairnan.

17
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RAY MOND VERGATI,

ROBERT C B URNS

RY AN UL ANDAY,

MI CHAEL LI BERTI NE,

DEAN GUSTAFSON,
call ed as witnesses, being first duly sworn
by the Executive D rector, were exam ned and
testified on their oaths as foll ows:

MR. BALDW N M. Chairman, we have
four exhibits listed in the hearing program under
section Roman two, subsection B, itens one through
four. | won't read them fromthe program but
they are listed there. And | offer them now for
I dentification purposes subject to verification by
our witness panel. | would ask our panel sone
questions to verify those exhibits.

Did you prepare or assist in the
preparation, or otherw se supervise the
preparation of those exhibits listed in the
heari ng program under Ronan 2-B, itenms 1 through
4? M. Libertine?

THE W TNESS (Li bertine): Yes.

MR BALDW N: M  CGust af son?

THE W TNESS (Qustafson): Yes.

MR BALDW N: M. U anday?

18
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THE W TNESS (U anday): Yes.

MR BALDW N: M. Vergati?

THE W TNESS (Vergati): Yes.

MR BALDW N: M. Burns?

THE W TNESS (Burns): Yes.

MR. BALDWN.  And do you have any
corrections, anmendnents or nodifications to offer
any of the information in those exhibits at this
time? M. Libertine?

THE W TNESS (Libertine): Yes, |1'd
li ke to just make one correction to Exhibit 1,
which is the application behind tab 1 on page 7,
under the environnmental assessnent statenent.

Item B, under air quality there is
a msprint on the reference on the second to | ast
sentence. That section, that reference says
22- A-174-36 -- should be actually section
22- A-174- 3B.

MR BALDW N M. Gustafson?

THE W TNESS (Qustafson): | have
two corrections. The first is related to the
depi ction of the proposed underground utility
route that shows up in three different | ocations
in the application. The first is |ooking at

applicant exhibits -- they're all on Applicant

19
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Exhibit 1 in the executive summary, versus on page
| -4.

This is an aerial photograph. It
shows the proposed underground utility route
cutting across the soil piles that you observed
during the site wal k. The underground utility
route should actually head south al ong Morehouse
Road for a couple hundred feet, and then take a
west turn along the edge of the forest to head
t owards the conpound.

That sane graphi ¢ shows up again
behind tab one. 1It's on the fifth page, also
| abel ed aerial photograph with the sane
correction.

And then finally behind tab el even,
which is, again the determ nation. That graphic
is included in that package. And then on page 5
of 6 of the NDB review request, item 3, the 5th
sentence fromthe bottomthere is a narrative
description of the underground approximate utility
route di stance of 670 feet. That should read 890
feet.

The second correction is in
Applicant Exhibit 2, response to interrogatories,

the Council's interrogatories. |It's in response

20
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to questi on nunber 24 on page 13. The third
sentence up fromthe bottomreferences the cl osest
i nportant burr area is approxinately five nmles
away. That should read 2.5 nmiles away, and that's
consistent with the response that was given in
question 23.

MR BALDWN M. U anday, any
corrections?

THE W TNESS (U anday): No, | don't
have any corrections.

MR BALDWN M. Vergati?

THE W TNESS (Vergati): | have one
m nor correction. In the response of the
I nterrogatories dated May 31st we had provided an
updat ed FCC conpliance report. This was in
response to question nunber 14.

In the body of the response we had
referenced the FCC conpliance report with a date
of May 30th, when in fact it should have been --
our reference says May 31st. That's it.

MR BALDW N: M. Burns?

THE W TNESS (Burns): Under tab
one, the design drawi ngs, drawing SP-1 next to the
title block what it says, engineering analysis and

certification. The second line up reads, 101
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ultinate wi nd speed. It should read 101 nom nal
w nd speed. That's all.

MR. BALDW N  Thank you. And with
t hose corrections and nodifications, is the
i nformation contained in those exhibits true and
accurate to the best of your know edge?

M. Libertine?

THE W TNESS (Li bertine): Yes.

MR BALDWN M. Custafson?

THE W TNESS (CGustafson): Yes.

MR BALDW N: M. U anday?

THE W TNESS (U anday): Yes.

MR BALDW N: M. Vergati?

THE W TNESS (Vergati): Yes.

MR BALDW N: M. Burns?

THE W TNESS (Burns): Yes.

MR, BALDWN. And do you adopt the
I nformation contained in those exhibits as your
testinony in this proceeding? M. Libertine?

THE W TNESS (Li bertine): Yes, |
do.

MR BALDWN M. Custafson?

THE W TNESS ( GQustafson): Yes.

MR BALDW N: M. U anday?

THE W TNESS (U anday): Yes.

22
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MR BALDW N: M. Vergati?

THE W TNESS (Vergati): Yes.

MR BALDW N: M. Burns?

THE W TNESS (Burns): Yes.

MR BALDWN M. Chairman, | offer
them as full exhibits.

THE CHAI RMVAN:  Thank you.

Does any party object to the
adm ssion of the applicant's exhibits?

(No response.)

THE CHAI RMAN: Ckay. These
exhibits are admtted. W'Il|l now begin with
cross-exam nation starting wth our staff,

M. Mercier.

MR MERCIER  Thank you. Most of
nmy questions were answered during the
I nterrogatory phase, so | just have a few based on
the site wal k today.

For nunmber one | notice the ani nal
shelter to the east and south of the site is
depi cted on sone of the plans. |Is that a separate
parcel? O is this within this, or on that
one-acre parcel ?

THE W TNESS (Vergati): | believe

that parcel is separate -- even though one of
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those site plans shows it covered in the dotted
line in a separate parcel, to ny understandi ng,
whi ch is owned by the town.

MR MERCIER G eat. Thank you.
Now turning to SP-1, that's the site plan we just
referenced in attachnent one of the application.
This is in review of the utility line. This
utility line as depicted on this plan, is this the
correct configuration?

THE W TNESS (Burns): Yes.

MR MERCIER Ckay. And did U
sel ect that whole location? O is it a
col | aborative effort?

THE WTNESS (Burns): W wal ked t he
site wwth U and they directed us to put a new
pol e about 30 feet fromthe existing pole, and
pul | underground fromthere.

MR MERCIER Is it typical to put
a new pole in? | don't understand why they
couldn't just run a line off that existing pole.
Is that the typical type of installation to get a
new pol e just for your service only, overhead,
then cone in and put it in?

THE W TNESS (Burns): Typical with

utility conpanies, is a tough question. It's not
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at ypi cal

MR MERCIER Ckay. |Is there a
specific reason why they chose that pole? There's
a nunber of poles in that area. 1Is it based on --

THE W TNESS (Burns): | think it
was based on what is there currently overhead.

MR MERCIER Ckay. And | see it
runs underground on the -- | believe there's a
stone wall there. So | believe fromthe new pole
you'll have to cut west through the stone wall,
and then travel -- you're going to travel pretty
much south, generally south along the stone wall.
s that correct?

THE W TNESS (Burns): Yes.

MR MERCIER Ckay. And then | see
it's going to turn nore westerly and kind of
border a second stone wall all the way to the
conpound.

When you're installing the
underground |ine what type of clearing is required
for a 25-foot easenent? Do you have to clear the
entire easenent to install in the utility?

THE W TNESS (Burns): No, typically
we just clear what they need to install it. So it

w il be, you know, your trench is three feet.

25
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You're going to have to get equipnment in there, so
you're looking ten to twelve feet.

MR MERCIER As it turns westerly
al ong that stone wall, you'd have to clear a ten,
twel ve-foot area through a woodl and. Is that
correct? You know, that's a wooded ar ea.

THE W TNESS (Burns): Yes. Sone of
it 1is. Alot of it is on the backside of sone of
the piles we saw out there. That stone wall is
just on the other side. So a lot of it has
al ready been cl ear ed.

MR MERCIER Ckay. So maybe it
was a shrubby type of stagi ng?

THE W TNESS (Burns): Yeabh,
shrubby, nothing -- nothing huge.

MR. MERCI ER  Thank you for
clarifying that. Wuld the stone wall have to be
denolished at this tinme?

THE W TNESS (Burns): No.

MR MERCIER Ckay. So all of the
construction will be generally north of that, that
stone wal | ?

THE W TNESS (Burns): Correct.

MR. MERCIER  And you're using

probably |like a m ni excavator or sonething?
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THE W TNESS (Burns): Yeabh.

MR- MERCIER  And how far down do
you have to go to install the line?

THE W TNESS (Burns): Typically the
pi pe is at 36, and then we go another 6 inches.
Vell, it's about three and a half feet down.

MR MERCIER  After installation is
conpleted | assune you put grass or sonething
down?

THE W TNESS (Burns): Yeabh.

MR MERCIER So are trees all owed
to grow above this Iline? And if not, who
mai nt ai ns that?

THE W TNESS (Burns): Typically
not, but you know, in an area like this it won't
be mai ntai ned probably on a yearly basis, and it
wll be just allowed to sort of revegetate as to
what's there.

MR MERCIER Ckay. But eventually
five years | ater you woul d have -- sonmeone woul d
have to cone in and clear up that?

THE W TNESS (Burns): That's
probably true, yeah.

MR- MERCIER. So the nmi ntenance

program you have for all your sites, this would
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just be the sanme?

THE W TNESS (Burns): Yes.

MR MERCIER  Ckay. Turning to
SB-2 now | see the layout of the tree tower with
t he branches and the proposed antennas, and | see
the Town's, with the antennas on top, and sone
di shes up there al so.

Woul d those antennas at the very
top, the town equi pnent, would that be conceal ed
wthin the cone of the tree tower? | nean, it
kind of shows it is, sort of. So | wasn't sure if
t hey need cl earance away fromthose branches or
not for their equi pnent to work properly.

THE W TNESS (Vergati): Currently
t he nonopine tree i s proposed at 150 with 7-foot
tapered faux top branches. The Town i s proposing
to install three VHF antennas with a | ength of
seven feet. W think they can be concealed wthin
that ornanental faux top and not stick out
above -- above that height.

MR MERCIER Ckay. So there is no
operational problemw th their equipnent with this
type of installation?

THE W TNESS (Vergati): No, the

branches with these type of facilities in stealth
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are -- are transparent. Meaning, the branches and
needl es are able to accommobdat e antennas w t hin.

MR MERCIER. And | see obviously
it's tapered, according to this diagram And just
| ooking at the Verizon installation at 145, the
branches kind of the end of the panels. |Is the
intent to cover the panels with the branches?

THE W TNESS (Vergati): Yes. Wen
we designed the trees, when you get down the road
you're actually ordering the product fromthe
manuf acturer. W're very close in the design of
the tree pole, and there's certain options that we
can do as far as branch | engths.

Regardl ess if we have tapered
branches, neani ng shorter branches on top goi ng
for a wider profile on the bottom or non-uniform
branches t hroughout the tree, we nake sure that
when our custoners, our tenants construct, that
t hese standoffs with their antennas are very, very
tight.

So the antennas thensel ves are
conceal ed within the branches so you don't have
sonet hi ng protrudi ng out past the branchli ne.

THE WTNESS (Burns): And this wl|

all be painted as well to match the tree.
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THE CHAI RVAN: | think M. Lynch
has a foll ow up question.

MR, LYNCH. Just one follow up
question on the town's antennas. You answered
hal f nmy question, so I'll go to the half you did
not answer.

If you have anot her carrier that
cones on the tower, and they only need a nuch
| ower height, would these whip antennas -- | think
you said they're 7 feet, or are they 14 feet?

THE W TNESS (Vergati): They're
putting a total of five antennas and three dishes.
Four out of the five are kind of seven feet in
| ength. The fifth antenna is ten feet.

MR LYNCH If you have -- going
back now -- if you have another carrier that | ow,
woul d you have any problemw th the separation
bet ween the new carrier and the Town's equi prment ?
Wiy do you have to have a certain separation
hei ght for that?

THE W TNESS (Vergati): Yeah,
certainly we'd coordinate with any installati on,
both with the carriers and public safety to nmake
sure there's no interference i ssues. Regarding

that, we would defer that over to the RF engi neers
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that talk the lingo, but we feel that there's
enough separation the way we' ve proposed for both
the Town's public safety, and for up to four to
five carriers to operate vertically on real estate
on the pole.

MR. LYNCH. Thank you.

MR MERCIER | guess I'mgoing to
turn quickly to tab nine, and that's the
visibility analysis. And M. Libertine, |I'm going
to | ook at the aerial photograph provided near the
end of aerial -- two-mle radius, the view shed
map.

| *ve | ooked through the photographs
in the application, provided in the application,
you know, and the representative |locations pretty
much well cover the area for views. | just want
to know what your thoughts were of views south of
phot o si x al ong Morehouse Road.

Is that going to be generally |ike
six, or alittle nore dense vegetation in there?
O whatever you saw in your reconnai ssance, could
you pl ease expl ai n?

THE W TNESS (Li bertine): Right.

If you drive down the road in that southerly

direction you get to photo six. There's a gate,
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in that we took the shot in the street.
Essentially in front of that gateway, where
there's -- it's not -- not well maintained. |
don't think they're using it for any type of, you
know, routine access.

But there was a clearing there so
It gave us an opportunity to | ook though the trees
so that we could at | east get a representative
shot. Wat happens is as you nove further south
along the road, that that screening gets thicker.
It's not broken up by any type of breach or access
point. The road also starts to dip down slightly
before it starts to take sone sharp curves as it
noves further to the south.

So essentially fromthe road itself
there was no real visibility through the trees
when we took our shots during |leaf-off conditions.
Qbvi ously the nodel is show ng sone scattered
views, or potentially through the -- through the
trees as the | eaves are off the trees.

As you nove south and, | would say,
east of the road itself, very difficult to tell as
to whether or not that's |likely over predicting,
sonewhat certainly fromground level, but it is a

conbi nati on of both topography and vegetati on
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i ntervening along the road there, or between the
road and the facility itself. That essentially
does not provide any type of direct |lines of sight
back to the tower site.

MR MERCIER. Now as you've just
di scussed, the road kind of curves as you head
generally southeast. R ght at the first curve on
the eastern side of the road is Ms. Westnorel and' s
resi dence. Could you please explain the
visibility fromthat, her residence, if any, or
property for that matter?

THE W TNESS (Li bertine): Yeah
Qbvi ously not having any opportunity to step onto
the property, | did ny field eval uations from out
in front of the driveway in the frontage of the
road. It was very difficult. | think there are
pr obably sone opportunities certainly at the road
| evel to | ook through breaks in the trees, again
wth the | eaves off the trees where you m ght be
able to nake out a portion, top portion of the
tower as it is above the trees at our site.

Not abl y, her property sl opes down
to the east towards her house. So |I think her
perspective is going to be certainly sonewhat

different than what you're seeing at road |evel.
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And ny guess is because it's at a | ower el evation.
Again, certainly at ground level | think it's
going to be very difficult to see sonething from
t here.

| can't speak to first or second
stories in the hones, or in the hone itself, but
ny initial thought was when we flew this back in
2015 it was placed that the hones -- they are set
down a little bit because they are fairly close to
t he property itself, although were set back off
t he road substantially. But it did not allow for
that kind of opportunity to see that |ine of
si ght.

If they were at a higher el evation
I think we'd have nore of the open visibility
shot. So ny guess is that if you know what you're
| ooking for and you're standing certainly at the
edge of the driveway conmng onto the road, there
are probably sone opportunities to see it
dependi ng upon where you're standing. But | think
as you nove onto the property | think that again
that | ower elevation is probably going to work to
our advantage from a standpoint of keeping this
thing fairly hidden.

THE CHAI RVAN: A foll ow up

34






© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

35

questi on?
MR, SILVESTRI: Thank you,
M. Chair man.
M. Libertine, when we're talking

about photos five and six they're both from

Mor ehouse Road. Is five nore representative of
t he address, say, of 448 to 458? |I'mtrying to
get, |like, where on Mdrehouse Road that was

actual ly taken?

THE W TNESS (Li bertine): Yeah,
don't have the specific addresses that were across
the street there. But | would say, certainly,
yes. | think --

MR SILVESTRI: And then simlarly
I was | ooking at view six as being maybe around
418, but I'"mnot sure if that's correct?

THE W TNESS (Li bertine): Yeah, 1'd
have to cross reference in the abutter map. And |
t hi nk general ly speaking, yes, but |let ne just
verify those nunbers.

Yeah. | would say that's -- that's
correct and that's really based on when you | ook
at the foreground in those photos where you see
nore of the open field in the foreground,

certainly that that's significantly north of the
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gate that | had referenced earlier. So yeah, |
would say that's a fair characteri zation. 456 --
' msorry, 448 and 4 -- maybe through 422,
somewhere in that range.

MR SILVESTRI: Ckay. So | was
cl ose?

THE W TNESS (Li bertine): Yes.
Yeah.

MR, SILVESTRI: Thank you,

M. Chai r man.

MR MERCIER M. Libertine, you
just nentioned in a previous discussion that sone
of the property sloped down. On Mrehouse Drive
t hey sl ope down towards their residences. |Is that
li ke a 15, 20-foot el evation change? Do you have
any eyebal | i ng?

THE W TNESS (Li bertine):

Eyeballing, I'd say it's certainly
in the 10 to 15-foot range. |I'mnot sure if it's
much nore than that. WlIl, now that |I' m | ooking
at the topo, yeah. 1'd say on average we're

probably tal king, you know, sonewhere between 10
and 15 feet.
MR MERCIER And we were just

discussing a utility run and sone cl earing al ong
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t he public works gravel, |og storage, dunp area.

If there's sone shrub cut back,
woul d that increase the view from M.
West nor el and' s house, or across the street in
general? O is there enough screening in the way
of the tower?

THE W TNESS (Libertine): It's --
that's a good question. The good news is, fromny
perspective froman esthetic standpoint, is that
any of the clearing is going to be done on the
west side of the stone wall itself. So there's a
substantial anount of | ow grow ng vegetati on on
the road right-of-way to the east of the wall.

That woul d be maintained, so | think we would | ose
sone. | think that area has been di sturbed
t hrough t he years.

So again, it's scrub vegetation and
a lot of that probably is vines clinbing up sonme
dead trees as well. It wll probably reestablish
itself in a couple of years. But yeah, | think if
we're tal king about eight to ten feet of clearing
to accommpdate the trench, then certainly sone of
that is going to go, but again it will be on that
west side which will help naintain everything

al ong the roadway itself.
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MR- MERCIER  Just to be clear, |
know we tal ked about shrubs and stuff, but there
are a few larger dianmeter trees in there, but you
can't work around those. Most likely those woul d
have to cone down. This is for the utilities
goi ng from Morehouse Road towards the piles. You
know, there's a cluster of maybe eight, ten trees.

THE W TNESS (Burns): Wen we first
take the turn off the road it |ooks |like there's
maybe three or four nore or less trees. And then
we tried to route it around the bigger trees that
woul d i npact visibility and we kept it on the
public works side of the stone wall.

MR. MERCIER  Ckay. Thank you.

And M. Libertine, while we're
di scussing this, can you describe the balloon fly
t oday?

THE W TNESS (Li bertine):

Certainly. W've had an
approxi mately four-foot dianeter red heliumfilled
bal | oon tethered at the site since about 7:45 this
nor ni ng. What we decided to do today as a fair
representati on of the overall height, we actually
tethered the string to 153 feet with the 4-foot

bal | oon on top so that the top of the ball oon was
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representing 157 feet at the top of the faux
branches of the proposed nonopol e.

And the bottom of the ball oon at
153 feet, just to give you folks a reference
poi nt, there was sone fog, dense fog this norning
that did burn off. Wnds were fairly cal munti
about noontinme, and then they've picked up
substantially. And | think by the tine that we
did the site wal k, you know, we were getting sone
cal m conditi ons where we had the balloon at ful
hei ght and there were other tines we were probably
tal ki ng, you know, anywhere from8 to 15 or nore
mles an hour wind speed. So it started bouncing
things around quite a bit.

W'l | keep the balloon up until 6
p.m as noti ced.

MR. MERCI ER.  Thank you. In the
application there was di scussion -- it was on page
16, just about the northern | ong-eared bat and
sone outreach to the US Fish and Wl dlife service.
WAs there any response received fromthe Fish and
Wldlife to date?

THE W TNESS (GQustafson): No
response has been received, but in accordance wth

t he gui dance policy for consultation on the
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northern | ong-eared bat through their streamined
consultation process, after the 30-day shot cl ock
expires, if no correspondence is received then
it's deened to be in conpliance. So -- and no
response was received within 30 days of that
subm ssi on.

MR. MERCI ER  Thank you.

THE W TNESS (Qustafson): You're
wel cone.

MR MERCIER And the |l ast question
| have has to do with sonme of the service
defi ci enci es described earlier in the public
official comments, and | would turn to tab 6 of
the application, the 700 negahertz coverage naps.
And there was sone nention of Route 58 during the
earlier coorment. And | just want to determine if
Route 58 is adequately covered on this, on the 700
nmegahertz cover age nap.

And | believe Route 58, according
to the map, is just west of the Henml ock Reservoir,
the northern extent. |In the area, there's sone
bei ge col ors on the map.

So if you turn to proposed 700
nmegahertz coverage, the coverage line is kind of

running on Route 58, so | wasn't sure if it's
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going to be adequately covered or not.

THE W TNESS (U anday): As a side
note, there's not an adequate coverage al ong Route
58 basically due to the topography and the terrain
in the area. And even with the -- with the site
on there, we kind of still see sone stretch of --
not really no coverage, but inadequate or
unrel i abl e coverage al ong Route 58.

MR MERCIER  So about half a mle
or so of unreliable coverage, roughly according to
t he map here?

THE W TNESS (U anday): Roughly,
less than a half mle, yes.

MR MERCIER  You know, if this
site was constructed woul d there be any ot her
attenpt to try to provide service to this stretch
of road? You know, I'mnot sure if it's, you
know, devel oped or not. It seens like a travel
corridor. Wasn't sure if that was in Verizon's,
you know, short-termplan to pick this up al so.

THE W TNESS (U anday): |'m not
kind of sure, but we're actually | ooking at one,
one cell site along -- along this area, but I'm--
| just didn't get the exact location of this

search area, but we sill have one cell site that
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Is planned in the are and |I'mnot al so sure where
that is right now, but when | designed that | was
| ooking for a steeple, a church steeple. And I
just didn't get the location of it, but we're
definitely | ooking at enhancing that area of
route -- Route 58.

MR MERCIER  Ckay. Thank you. |
don't have any ot her questions. Thank you.

THE CHAI RVAN: Continue with the
Council. M. Harder

MR, HARDER: Yes, thank you. |
have just a couple questions, | guess, on a couple
I ssues. First, on the public comments, | guess.

Qobviously this has been a | ong
process with a nunmber of public proceedings. |
t hink the application indicated you sent out 23 or
24 notices to required property owners and ot her
parties. Maybe | m ssed sone reference, but how
many actual coments did you get back?

THE W TNESS (Vergati): In response
to question nunber 26 in the interrogatories, with
t he abutters notices we received all but one. So
21 out of 22 of the certified nmailings cane back.

MR HARDER R ght. Actually, I

understood that, but I was wondering if you had
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gotten any substantive coments ot her than just
the certified nmailing?

THE W TNESS (Vergati): No, not
that we're aware of.

MR. HARDER: The ot her comment or
question, | guess, is on the facility itself. |
know you' ve chosen the nonopine. |'m wondering
how do you nake the decision to choose that versus
t he nore, you know, the nore traditional tower.

I know obviously in sone situations
t he nonopi ne can bl end in, and probably sonme
people prefer that. But sone of the sinulated
phot ographs to me look ridiculous. |If | had to
make the choice |1'd rather see a cell tower.

' mjust wondering, are there
typically surveys, or you know, do you get sone
sense fromthe public before you make that
deci sion? And how do you make that deci sion?

THE W TNESS (Vergati): Sure. |It's
all a matter of opinion, obviously in the eye of
t he beholder. During the process with the Town of
East on vari ous designs of stealth were di scussed.
It was the Town's preference to go with a nopnopi ne
tree wth the understanding that the ultinate

decision -- and this is witten right into the
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| ease agreenent with the Town, section 7-B, is
that the Siting Council will have the ultinmate
deci sion on the type of facility.

So when we present the visuals we
present ed them obvi ously both as the nonopi ne from
our initial discussions wth the Town -- is what
we show on our zoning draw ngs, our |ease exhibits
and the agreenent that we'd have with the towns,
that we would lead off in this application, Docket
473, with a nonopi ne facility.

At the end of the day with any
i nput fromthis process, be it the Siting Council
menbers, town officials, the public, we can have
that di scussion. |If another design is warranted,
it nmakes no difference to Honel and Towers, but
again that's how we arrive at that.

THE CHAIRVAN: M. Silvestri?

MR, SILVESTRI: Thank you, M.
Chai r man.

I wanted to go back to the history
of the site, if you wll, totry to clear up sone
confusion | have. Fromthe First Selectman's
comments earlier, it appeared to ne that the
project was initiated by the Town, as opposed to

you fol ks.
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Is that correct that the Town

approached you, or did you have sonething in the

wor ks?

THE W TNESS (Vergati): | can
answer that. Being the regional manager for
Honmel and Towers, | handle the real estate and I'm

the one that's out there | ooking for sites,
obvi ousl y.

| had approached the prior
sel ect man, Tom Herman back in early -- well, late
2011, early 2012, letting himknow ny intentions
| ooking for a cell site in the area. W had
di scussed various |locations. The town properties
that were di scussed at that point were two
| ocati ons, 515 Morehouse Road and 244 Beers Road.

| let the First Sel ect man know,
again Tom Herman at that tine, that when | do ny
due diligence we certainly use that for al
properties. But if the Town is interested in
hosting a tower on town property we would
certainly look at that if it made sense, visually,
| east environnental inpact and so forth.

That was a very | ong and arduous
process with the Town. It started in basically

t hat February of 2012 with the proposal letter

45






© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

46

t hat went out.

| had appeared up to 15 tines
bef ore the planning, zoning and board of sel ectnen
t hrough this process in various presentations.
During this five years, if you want to say the
timefrane, the Town had reached out to the Siting
Counci |, asked for coverage plots for Easton and
| ack of coverage.

The Town also did their own
internal report fromthe planni ng and zoni ng
comm ssion where they evaluated all of the town's
properties and | ooked at, | believe, five or six
of them And they cane up with the concl usion
that the Morehouse tract, which they call it the
515 Morehouse tract, was the nost preferred across
t he board as far as hitting all the criteria that
t he Town was | ooking for.

So that was kind of the process.
During that five years as well there was a stop
and go. The Town had -- when | initially had --
was working with the Town, they had rel eased an
RFP, a request for a proposal to make the process
conpetitive. Then they put the breaks on that RFP
and they rei ssued anot her RFP about a year |ater.

Honel and was -- Honel and Towers was
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successful in being awarded that bid. It did go
t hrough the P and Z process, through the 824
referral. Was ultimately voted on and approved by
P and Z in Septenber, | believe, of 2013. W
ended up signing a | ease, obviously with the Town.
So there's a long history here of when | think
back of all the tines |I've driven down this way,
about five years, the culmnation of ny tine.

MR SILVESTRI: Thank you for that.

So when you started | ooking at it
you were investigating because of your perception
of gaps in coverage, ineffective attenpts,
capacity type issues. Wuld that be correct?

THE W TNESS (Vergati): Wen we
|l ook at it as a tower devel oper and we | ook at an
area, we talk to the carriers. W understand
where their needs are and where they're | ooking.

Know ng sone of the history here in
town where other carriers have actually | ooked for
sites here in the central portion of Easton, we
have a general idea or a very good idea. |It's not
a perception that we look at. It's a very good
I dea of where we need to | ook.

We al so run our own plots by a

third party to confirmthat we're |l ooking in the
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right | ocation, obviously. Know ng the fact that
| think that a tower or a facility here has not
been constructed here in town since roughly --
2000 was the last facility alnost 17, 18 years
ago.

It's an area that's woefully
underserved and we recogni ze that as a devel oper.
And we talk to the carriers and they |l et us know,
yes, you're looking in the right spot.

MR SILVESTRI: |If you turn to the
responses to interrogatories specifically on page
4 for question 6, you do have the ineffective
attenpts/dropped calls listed for the nonth of
April .

I|"mcurious on the Easton north 2,
where we have .49 percent ineffectives and 2. 09
percent dropped. Wat were actual nunbers?

THE W TNESS (U anday): For Easton
north through the actual nunbers for the IAs is
64. Dropped call count is 271.

MR SILVESTRI: Sixty-four and 271.
Is that correct.

THE W TNESS (U anday): That's
correct.

MR SILVESTRI: Thank you. Then
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earlier we were tal king about Route 58. If this
project is approved, does approval trigger changes
to these other cell sites that are listed in that

response? O would the next step be al ong Route

8 -- Route 58 as you nentioned before?

THE WTNESS (U anday): |'msorry.
| didn't hear.

MR SILVESTRI: 1'll repeat it.

The facilities you have listed in the response,
Easton north two, Fairfield, Plattsville, et
cetera. Those are towers that are affected now
wth ineffective attenpts and dropped call s.

Shoul d the project we're working on
now i n Easton be approved do you have to go back
to do any type of upgrades, software or otherw se
to these? O is your next step to | ook at the
Route 48 area and then try to build sonething el se
t here?

THE WTNESS (U anday): Actually
we're | ooking at both at the sane tine. W are
aggressively right now upgrading all our cell
sites to the | atest equipnent. And at the sane
time we're always | ooking at the -- where we can
still enhance our coverage, especially in this

portion of Easton al ong Route 58.
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MR SILVESTRI: Ckay. So it's dual
fol d?

THE W TNESS (U anday): It's dual

MR SILVESTRI: Thank you. oing
back to the compound and the area that we | ooked
at today, it's nentioned in the application that
approximately 37 trees are slated to be renoved.
Are any new pl antings bei ng proposed?

THE W TNESS (Burns): At this tine
there's no new plantings bei ng proposed around the
conpound.

MR, SILVESTRI: Also in the
conpound, |ooking at SP-1 or 2, the generator
seens to be located at the | owest point in that
conmpound. WAs there any thought about noving that
further to the east so it's nore uphill? And the
reason | bring that up, in the event that there's
a spill or leak it would still be kind of confined
to the conpound as opposed to possibly rolling
downhi | | .

THE W TNESS (Burns): Verizon's
generators sit on top of their steel platformso
it's actually sitting on top closest to their
equi pnment cabinets and their battery cabinets

because that's what it's serving and it all cones
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as one unit.

And that's -- that's where it's a
shared generator. |It's Verizon's generator, so
it's going with their equipnent.

MR SILVESTRI: Yeah. No, | was
just | ooking at space. And you know, you have one
corner. It looks |like, gee, maybe it shoul d be
noved back to the other corner. That was ny
t hought behind it, but let ne stay with the
gener at or .

| asked this question in the field
review, and for the record I'lIl ask it again.
There is no natural gas available. Correct?

THE W TNESS (Burns): That's not
true. After you asked that in the field we went
and investigated. There is natural gas at the
school and | drove Mreland before | cane here.
And it appears there is visible evidence of
natural gas in Mdreland. Size, capacity,
pressure, | have no idea. It was not investigated
for any use at the conpound.

MR SILVESTRI: But there m ght be
a renote possibility we could have a natural gas
generator instead of diesel?

THE WTNESS (Burns): That's a true
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st at enent .

MR SILVESTRI: Ckay. For now | et
me stay with the diesel. The specification sheet
that's in attachnent seven for the diesel
generator, there's an image that's on the first
generator page there. |Is the fuel tank actually
| ocated sonewhere within that inage of the
generator? O is it separate?

THE W TNESS (Burns): The fue
tank, there's a 92-gallon diesel belly fuel tank.
It's all one unit and the tank sits underneath the
gener at or .

MR, S| LVESTRI : Ckay. So the
picture they have there is all one?

THE W TNESS (Burns): Correct. It
actual |y appears as one cabi net.

MR SILVESTRI: And you asked ny
foll ow up question about the 92 gall ons. Thank
you.

THE W TNESS (Burns): You're
wel cone.

MR SILVESTRI: What is the rupture
basi n al ar n?

THE WTNESS (Burns): The -- the

generator is -- has a | eak detection system both
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in the panel on the generator. It also has a
renote alarm so if there is a leak it's detected
and it alerts Verizon that there -- that there is
a problemw th the generator and there's a | eak at
t he generator.

MR SILVESTRI: So the alarm
enunci ates. You'll get notified renotely --

THE W TNESS (Burns): Correct.

MR SILVESTRI: -- at one of your
facilities for a response?

THE W TNESS (Burns): That is
correct.

MR SILVESTRI: At full load is the
fuel consunption of the generator roughly 1.9
gal |l ons an hour?

THE W TNESS (Burns): At a

hundred percent | believe the nunber -- it's close
to 1.9. | think it's actually 1.81 gall ons per
hour .

MR, S| LVESTRI : So qui ck mat h,
would a 92-gallon tank, 1.8, 1.9 gallons per hour,
a full load you m ght have 48 that you could run?

THE W TNESS (Burns): Yeah, you're
| ooking at close to 50 hours running at a hundred.

MR SILVESTRI: Excellent. M nath
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I's good. Thank you.

THE WTNESS (Burns): You're
wel cone.

MR SILVESTRI: How often would you
anticipate that he tank would need to be refill ed
under nornal conditions?

THE W TNESS (Burns): They run it
once a week for about 20 mnutes -- | nean, every
ot her week for about 20 m nutes. | would think
t hat under nornmal conditions you're | ooking at
filling it every three nonths or so, nmaybe, maybe
alittle nore.

MR SILVESTRI: Wien it's run for
mai nt enance purposes or for otherwse, is it a
renote start, or do you need sonebody present
t her e?

THE W TNESS (Burns): | believe
It's a renote start.

MR SILVESTRI: Even for

mai nt enance pur poses?

THE W TNESS (Burns): | believe so,
yes.

MR SILVESTRI: Ckay. To refill
the tank, how would refilling be acconplished?

Wul d that be a contractor?
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THE WTNESS (Burns): Yes, they're
going to have to conme out and pull the hose and
fill the tank, yes.

MR SILVESTRI: How do they have
access to the conpound?

THE WTNESS (Burns): They w ||

nore than |likely have their own | ock on the

conpound, or know what the conbination to get into

t he conpound i s.
MR SILVESTRI: Wuld they be on

their own, or would they be supervised?

THE WTNESS (Burns): | don't know
the answer to that. | believe they're on their
own, but they probably -- probably have to alert

t he construction manager who represents that site
that they're going to be in there.

MR S| LVESTRI : Ckay. One of the
comments we received froml think it was DPH
tal ked about spill preventi on neasures, and they
had | ooked at possibly an inpervious surface that
you' d have for refilling. M question is,
actually would a portable truck berm be avail abl e
that could protect any spills fromgetting into
t he environnment ?

THE WTNESS (Burns): |I'msorry.
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m ssed that. Portable truck?

MR, S| LVESTRI : Ber nf?

THE W TNESS (Burns): Berm

MR SILVESTRI: | hate to use the
word "blowup,"” but it's kind of |like a blowip area
that you' d situate it so. The truck would drive
into it, and if anything happened with the truck
during a refilling operation it would be
cont ai ned.

THE W TNESS (Burns): Wth the
configuration as it sits now that is not the way
it's designed. W would have to investigate
further if that would be sonething that could
work. It would -- it would nean the separation of
t he generator fromthe equi pnent, which isn't
necessarily the end of the world, but the idea
with Verizon's equipnent is that it's conpact.

It's actually delivered to the site
on the platformwth the cabinets attached. And
they just put it right on the piers and it's good
to go.

So | suppose it's -- it's sonething
that could -- in ny experience we haven't done it
on any site.

MR. Sl LVESTRI : Yeah, the concern
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iIs nore with you bring the truck there to refill
it. You have a hose. Wiat type of spil
preventi on neasures do you have?

THE W TNESS (Burns): Well, there's
a contai nnent systembuilt into the generator.

MR SILVESTRI: Correct.

THE W TNESS (Burns): So the
generator itself for a spill can hold, | believe
it's 125 percent capacity, but as far as a spil
fromthe truck itself refilling, there's no
prevention for that. It's just normal, you know,
hi s normal mai ntenance and code that he has to
abi de by when he's delivering fuel.

MR SILVESTRI: There's a nunber of
precautions, shall we say, that are normally put
into place. And that was really the concern of ny
question, is to nake sure that we do have adequate
spill protection contai nnent, counterneasures,
cl eanup, whatever we have for that type of system

That's all | have, M. Chairnman.
Thank you.

THE CHAI RVAN:  Thank you.

M. Hannon.

MR. HANNON: Thank you,

M . Chai r nan.
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| had a nunber of questions that

have al ready been asked and answered. | made a
comrent out in the field, so I'lIl just reiterate
that, that there was an issue that | had with the

aerial photos that showed where the | ocation of
the underground utilities would be. And it's been
expl ai ned by a couple of people that it's actually
t he engi neer diagrans that are depicting where the
line is, so l'mfine there.

The tower sharing. |It's 150 feet.
Could it be expanded?

THE W TNESS (Vergati): Was your
question, could it be expanded?

MR, HANNON: Yes.

THE W TNESS (Vergati): Per our
| ease docunent that the Town -- it is witten into
t he actual |ease docunent that the height of the
facility is 150 feet, excluding any appurtenances.
And anyt hi ng above the 150 woul d have to receive
the witten approval by the Town.

MR HANNON: And if it was to be
expanded, |'m assuning that the antennas of the
Town would -- at | east those at the top would go
up al so. Because | think the | owest ones are al so

town antenna or di shes, so those would renmain the
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sane. But if it was expanding, |'massum ng then
that the three units on the top would also rise
with the expansion of the unit?

THE W TNESS (Vergati): Typically
wth town equi pnmrent they have transmt and receive
antennas, and they like to be at the highest for
transmt, | believe, and the |owest for a receive.
If it was extended | woul d assune that the Town
may want to still keep that highest spot on the
t ower .

MR, HANNON: | had some questions
about the 37 trees, but that's already been asked
and answered. Can you give ne an approxi nate
di st ance bet ween where the tower is going and
where the animal shelter is?

THE W TNESS (Vergati): The
approxi mate di stance is about 330 feet away so the
animal shelter is basically southwest -- southeast
of the proposed facility.

MR. HANNON: Ckay.

THE W TNESS (Vergati): The ani mal
shelter has an AMSL of roughly 380 feet. Qur site
I's roughly 440 ANSBL.

MR. HANNON: Ckay. And then to

follow up on the natural gas, is there nore than a
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renmote chance that if natural gas is avail able
there would be a natural gas unit?

THE W TNESS (Burns): It's hard to
say only because | don't know what the pressure is
out there and if it can handle what we're going to
ask it to handle. And if that's the case, you may
have to upgrade the main for sone distance. So
it's tough for me to answer that.

MR. HANNON: Right, but assum ng
that the pressure was okay, then going with a

nat ural gas generator should be a reasonabl e

request, | would think?

THE WTNESS (Burns): It's really
the carrier's call. That's a request that could
be answered. | don't know if | could answer you

yes or no at that, but it is a request.

MR. HANNON: Ckay. And then to
follow up on M. Silvestri's |ine of questi oning,
ny understanding is typically if you had a
contractor that's going out to these sites to add
di esel fuel to the tanks they would nost I|ikely
carry or have an energency spill kit on site.

So |I'm assum ng you woul d not
mai ntain one on site, but that the contractor

comng it would be required to maintain that on
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site or on the trucks?
THE WTNESS (Burns): That's true.
MR, HANNON: Ckay. | have no ot her
questi ons. Thank you.
THE CHAI RVAN:  Thank you.
Dr. Kl enens.

DR. KLEMENS:. Thank you,

M . Chai r nan. I have a series of different
questions. | guess I'll start with the generator
al so.

I noticed the gas connecti ons
outside the school, and I"'m |l ooking at the letter
that we received and you have fromthe drinking
wat er section of the Departnent of Public Health,
and all the things that they're recommendi ng.

The cl osest wetl and downsl ope from
t he proposed conpound is how many feet?

THE W TNESS (Vergati): It's
322 feet to the west, closest wetl and.

DR. KLEMENS: And that is? Wat is
t hat wetl and? What does it feed into?

THE W TNESS (CGustafson): That
wet | and system drains to the south, southwest and
it's part of the public water supply watershed

system So it eventually drains into the
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reservoir.

DR. KLEMENS:. |Is that part of the
Cricker Brook watershed that it's draining into?

THE W TNESS (CGustafson): | believe
that's correct, yes.

DR KLEMENS: Ckay. So continuing
wth the generator questions. Sonething happens
to the generator which is now placed, as you've
said, at the very | owest point, 300 or so feet.

What is the attenuation factor if
you had a partial or a conplete failure of that?
Wul d the fuel in that attenuate through 300 feet
plus or m nus of woodland and soil? O would this
eventual ly reach the public drinking water supply
if we had a catastrophic failure or a large spill?

THE W TNESS (CGustafson): It's a
very good question, Dr. Klenens. | think it's a
little difficult to conme up with a proper response
because there it is a considerable distance to
t hat wetl| and resource.

However, you are looking at this
I ndi vi dual geol ogy being thin glacial till with
bedr ock outcrops, and w t hout having a good
under st andi ng of the bedrock geol ogy and the

potential for fissures to connect to a shall ow
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bedrock aquifer, there is still a potential that
there coul d be sonme groundwater contam nation as a
result of a catastrophic rel ease.

DR KLEMENS: So again, here's
anot her nenber of the Council really encouraging
| ooking at the gas solution for that reason.

Let's talk what no one has really
spoke about, the |location of this particul ar
conmpound. And | guess it begs the question,
you're building the conpound. You're building a
road. You've got a field. Then you're cutting
through a stone wall into a forest, and it just
seens to ne logically the sensible thing to do
woul d be to end, have that conpound tucked in the
corner of that open field. |It's ten feet higher
and you don't have the | oss of that forested
habi tat, which we're going to get into the quality
of that habitat in a nonent.

But what is driving this sort of,
what | view as unnecessary environnent al
destruction? W' re charged with bal ancing public
need with environnmental stewardship. | just don't
see what we gain by cutting into that forest
except environnental destruction that's

unnecessary.
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THE W TNESS (Vergati): | can
answer that question, Dr. Klenens. W had worked
with the town officials obviously on the | ocation
of the facility on the property through various
I nteraction and feedback fromtown officials, and
t hey acconpanied us on a few site visits.

There was initial talk of
potentially putting it in the actual DPW storage
yard. W felt that it was i nappropriate in a
sense that we wanted to get it further west away
from Morehouse Road and get it nore into a general
screeni ng ar ea.

The town sentinents were that they
wanted it tucked in the woods, because the open
fields right now that are there, they don't know
if they want to keep them as open space, if they
want to extend the playing fields and so forth. |
think at some point there was even tal k about
maybe a sl edding park in that area.

So the sentinment was to put it into
t he woods to gain sone natural screening for the
base of the tower as well as the equipnent, not
knowi ng 10, 15 years down the road if there would
be activities in those fields. And if there were

It was the Town's opinion that they wanted to have

64






© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

65

the screening of the facility in the woods.

THE CHAI RVAN: M. Hannon has a
f ol I owup.

MR, HANNON: Thank you,

M. Chai r man.

On one of the questions | was
originally | ooking at was where the underground
utilities were originally depicted. And |I know
that it's changed, but can you explain why the
| ocati on changed? D d that have sonething to do
wth the Town not wanting that going through their
area?

THE W TNESS (Vergati): | would
have to take a |l ook at ny records on the utility
route and how it changed fromthe initial
presentation, keeping in mnd that when we
desi gned these sites we don't have the benefit of
doing the utility walk, in this case, with Ul
That cones further in the application process.

| know -- | believe there is an
open space area over by the original |ocation
where the utilities were to cone in. | believe,
and |1'11 double check and nmaybe we can discuss it
during our break, that there may be sone wetl ands

over there as well that we wanted to keep away
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fromcomng in fromthat area. So we felt best to
route it in the current configuration.

MR. HANNON: Ckay. Thank you.

DR KLEMENS: Well, as we see from
many dockets, oftentines the | essees -- although
the |l essors, rather, like to put it in places that
benefit themto the maxi num but it doesn't always
benefit the environnent and ot her aspects. So |
am not noved by that argunent.

Let ne continue to ask questions
about that habit. Let's talk about that area that
you plan to put the conmpound into. Could you
descri be the underlyi ng geol ogy of that?

THE W TNESS (Qustafson): The area
of the proposed conpound consists of glacial till
deposits. It's thin glacial till soils overlying
shal l ow to bedrock gaps, as well as exposed --
areas of exposed bedrock.

So it consists as a result -- or
the resulting forest is characterized as an upl and
dry/ mesi ¢ oak hi ckory dom nant forest habitat.

DR KLEMENS: So you've just said
this is an upland dry forest dry/nmesic forest?

THE W TNESS (Qustafson): Correct.

DR. KLEMENS: And you have red
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cedar in there. You have pignut. You have oak.
Correct?

THE W TNESS (CGustafson): That's
correct.

DR KLEMENS: And you have a stone
wal | that separates that fromthe field. And in
your professional experience, do these stone walls
effectively act as barricades to a |l ot of small
wldlife, natural -- or sort of a human created
barricade that would keep turtles, frogs,
sal amanders maybe from wandering into the field?

Is there sone function that that stone wall m ght

have?

THE W TNESS (Qustafson): Yes.
Yeah, that's -- that's ny experience as well, that
they -- they afford, you know, sone type of

barrier. They also afford sone habitat, sone
m crohabitat for, you know, snakes, snall manmal s
as well, as well as formng a barrier for, you
know, mgrating turtles and other aninmals.

DR KLEMENS: Now as | read through
the report there's been no biol ogical survey, no
i nventory done of the biota of what m ght be on
that dry/nesic forest glacial till area |ying

above a wetl| ands systenf
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THE W TNESS (Qustafson): That's
correct. No formal survey has been perforned of
t hat ar ea.

DR KLEMENS: And you're |ooking at
Donna McKay's letter fromthe NDDB. They did not
antici pate any i npacts based on what they knew,
but left the door open that, in fact, site surveys
may reveal other species.

It wasn't just that it was -- she
said there were no inpacts based on what they had
in their file, but there could be state |isted
speci es di scovered as part of the survey of that
site?

THE W TNESS (Qustafson): That's
obviously a potential, and the | anguage that the
State uses for these type of reviews where they
don't have any records, they always include that
caveat ed | anguage that there's al ways a potenti al
for encountering other |isted species.

DR KLEMENS: So this wetland that
basically is 300 and sone feet off, you have no
i dea what is in that wetl and bi ol ogically?

THE W TNESS (CGustafson): That's
correct. W did a -- we determ ned the

jurisdictional boundary of that wetland and the
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maj or cover type for the flora within that system
but not a fauna survey.

DR KLEMENS: You actually were in
t hat wetl and?

THE W TNESS (CGustafson): Yes.

DR KLEMENS: So did you see any
potential that there could be vernal pool
I ndi cators and speci es using that wetl and?

THE W TNESS (GQustafson): In ny
opi ni on, for the delineated portion of that
wet | and area there would not be. It is
essentially a dry topographic swal e that has sone
seasonal saturated soils. There's no inundation
of any neasurable depth within the reach of that
del i neati on.

As you nove through that wetl and

systemit becones nore expansive. You know, our

survey limts are -- nay be extended 500 feet from
the facility. W still didn't observe any type of
vernal -- potential for vernal pool habitat, but |

woul d antici pate as you nove nmuch further distant
to the west and southwest within the interior of

t hat wetl and system where it expands in size, that
you know, there certainly could be a cryptic

habitat, but at that point we're probably
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approaching a thousand feet fromthe proposed
facility.

DR KLEMENS: Ckay. So what you're
saying is basically based on your investigations,
know ng that vernal pool species wll use the
adj acent upl ands, you think the potential for that
sl ope to be used by vernal pool obligate species
wthin that wetland is quite small based on what
you observed in that wetl and?

THE W TNESS (CGustafson): [|I'd --
yes, | would. | think that's a fair assessnent.

I think there's always a potential when you have
wet |l ands within 50, 100 feet that you could al ways
cone across a wood frog because their mgration

di stance can be quite distant fromtheir natal
pools. But | think those occurrences woul d be
fairly rare in this particular |ocation.

DR KLEMENS: Well, let's |eave the
vernal pool obligates, and let's focus on box
turtles. You' ve obviously spent a lot of time, as
have |, looking at different habitats that support
box turtl es.

Based on the sort of gestalt of
what you saw in that forest and field and wetl and

conpl ex, would you think this would constitute a
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box turtle habitat?

THE W TNESS (Qustafson): | woul d.
I think it has the conpilation of different
habi tat types where | would not be -- be surprised
to cone across a box turtle in that area, you
know, regardl ess of whether there were no records
fromthe State.

It does have, you know, certain
characteristics where if | were, you know, wal ki ng
t hrough and spent, you know, a consi derabl e anount
of time on that habitat doing a fauna survey, that
you know, at sonme point in time | wouldn't be
surprised to find a box turtle in that area.

DR. KLEMENS: So having said that,
if one goes forward and places this conpound, in
which | think is not a very wi se place for what
|'ve said before, but would you, would Verizon
agree to the turtle protection protocols that DEEP
uses standardly?

THE W TNESS (Qustafson): | think
t he applicant woul d be anenable to incorporating,
you know, sone type of box turtle protection plan.
Simlar views done on other dockets in front of
the Council, and we could incorporate those into

the D and M plan, should the Council approve this
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facility.

DR KLEMENS: O course, all of
that could be avoided if one placed it on the
other side of the stone wall in the field.
Correct?

THE W TNESS (Qustafson): | would
agree with that statenent, yes.

DR KLEMENS: So the nobst -- the
| east risk to the turtles would be placing it in
t he corner of the field?

THE W TNESS (CGustafson): | would
agree that there would be a lower risk with the
pl acenent in the field.

DR. KLEMENS:. Thank you for that.
I'"mjust want to do a couple things on the
simul ations, and sone of this has already been
stated by M. Harder. He actually used the exac
sane word | thought when |I was | ooking at sone o
that, sort of ridicul ous.

I want to really direct your

t
f

attention to sinmul ati on nunber one. And there are

two phot ographs there, two sinulations. Can you
tell ne what this -- there's a large pole |like
itemon the right-hand side. Let's see -- yes,

t he right-hand side phot ograph.

on
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What is that? That's standing
al nost at the sane visual elevation height as the
nmonopi ne, or the tower. |Is that a field |light or
sonet hi ng?

THE W TNESS (Libertine): | believe
they are |ight stanchions. There's several of
them scattered t hroughout, especially as you nove
to the right, Dr. Klenens.

DR KLEMENS: So I'm |l ooking -- and
Il think you' re right. | think that's what they
are. So |I'mlooking at these two together and I
cannot see how -- this nonopi ne does | ook very odd
sitting there. You already have things that are
st andi ng up, pol es.

There you have another pole with
sone antennas on it. Certainly, at |least fromny
perspective, it's much less visually intrusive.
You want to comment on that?

THE W TNESS (Libertine): If |
nmust, certainly.

We' ve actually had a go around
about this. M own opinion is that the nonopine
doesn't really work here. |I'mall about context.
| probably sound |Ii ke a broken record in front of

you fol ks saying that.
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Ray and | discussed this early on.
It was clear that that was the Town's initial
preference, and then the nore we | ooked at this
and noticed we had significant height above the
treeline, that the nonopine, certainly once we did
the simulations it becane clear that that was
going to be much bul kier on the hori zon.

So ny opinion is that in this case
a traditional nonopole certainly is nore
appropriate, and | think is actually less visually
striking. Because not a lot of visibility overall
wth this facility, but where you see it, you see
It pretty substantially above the trees. So |
would -- | would agree certainly with the
assessnent of M. Harder and yourself in terns of
it -- 1 mght not use the exact sane terns that
you fol ks used, but | think that certainly suns up
I think the general characteristics.

THE CHAI RVAN: Excuse ne. | have a
foll owmup. When you talked to the Town did you
show them these sinulations? Did they have this
I nf ormati on?

THE W TNESS (Li bertine): | would
have to defer to M. Vergati on that.

THE W TNESS (Vergati): These
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sinmul ations were conpleted, | think, in April of
2015. And yes, copies were sent to the Town.

THE W TNESS (Li bertine): | think
t he Town has good intentions, certainly. And I
t hi nk, you know, the fact is that as we tal ked
probably ad nauseam before on this issue, that in
the right situation this works. And | think it
m ght have been a feeling that, hey, we've got
this, you know, in the trees. So a tree kind of
poki ng above the trees might | ook pretty natural.

Unfortunately that just doesn't
work here froma | ot of the perspectives where you
can see it.

DR KLEMENS: Well, | renenber in
Docket 471 just a few weeks ago there was this
whol e di scussi on about when you don't have a pine
forest these things really are inappropriate. And
| think your case is really made if you | ook at
si mul ati on nunber seven.

You have one pine tree, but you
really start to see that even the screening
potential of this, it's drawn to it as opposed
to --

THE W TNESS (Libertine): Right.

woul d say fromny perspective, photo seven is
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probably the one spot where you could nake the
argunent because it doesn't poke above the trees
and it's kind of buried in the trees. So it's a
little bit nore unnatural.

But you're absolutely right,

Dr. Klenens. W're tal king about an area that
really has very little coniferous coverage. So it
can be sonmewhat striking fromsone of the views.

DR KLEMENS: | sonetines think
that there's sort of a sense that, you know, that
hiding -- and | hear talk froma | ot of people
there's a sense, oh, let's hide it in a nonopine
and | think people don't often think about the
ram fications of what that actually wll | ook
like.

And | think what you've produced
really is very inportant because it gives us and
the Town -- and other people to really look at it.
Soneti mes what you wish for isn't necessarily
going to help you, and |I think what you see here
s a wonderful exanple of that.

But | often think people think this
is what you have to do over tine to hide it, but |
think as we've tal ked about these visual things

it'"s in the eye of the behol der, but sonetines
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t hey have uni ntended consequences. | certainly
think that this may be a case |ike that.

And | thank you, and | have no
further questions, M. Chairnman.

THE CHAI RVAN:  Thank you.

M. Lynch?

MR. LYNCH. Thank you,

M. Chai r man.

A good part about going last is ny
smarter coll eagues have asked all the questions,
but I want to follow up on a coupl e things
starting with M. Libertine.

And you and | have had the
di scussi on over the years about nonopi ne versus
monopole. And | actually agree with Dr. Kl enens.
The nonopole is a much lower profile here than the
nmonopi ne. And in sone cases the nonopine on the
simul ati ons, you want to stand under it and sing
Chri st mas carol s.

So is there anything you could do
for the standard nonopol e? And here so far we've
only got one carrier, so there's only one -- going
to be one apparatus at the top. |Is there anything
you could do to help lower the profile of a

st andard nonopol e?
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And again, | agree wth
Dr. Klenens. | nmean H L. Mencken said it over a
hundred years ago tal ki ng about prohibition. Be
careful what you wish for, you may get it.

THE W TNESS (Li bertine): Agreed.

MR LYNCH. So is there anything
you can do col or-w se, you know, to sonehow | ower
this profile of the nonopol e?

THE W TNESS (Li bertine): Well,
think there's two things that could at | east be
considered. One | can speak to if -- and | just
can't renenber it and | apol ogi ze, what docket it
was. But in R dgefield we have split the col ors.
It's a two-tone tower. It's a -- what |I think is

probably traditionally called the sky blue at the

t op.

On a |l ot of days that works very
well. That actually happens to be a Honel and
facility and it canme out wonderful. Not everyday

Is going to be a beautiful blue-robin sky.

MR LYNCH: | understand that.

THE W TNESS (Li bertine): But no
matter what we do, | think there's two school s of
t hought on the coloration. | think once the steel

goes up and starts to whether a bit it tends to
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dull. So I'ma firmbeliever in that, yeah, it
m ght have sonewhat of an industrial look to it,
but it works in the New Engl and | andscape to a
great degree on a |lot of days during the year.

I think soneone could al so make the
argunent, boy, if you paint it blue at the top
above the treeline that can work on certai n days
as well. And | think that goes back to a little
bit of the beauty is in the eye of the bal der.

But the second piece really cones
down to -- | would have to really defer to our RF
engi neer, but whether or not -- because we have
one carrier, and because at sone point it sounds
as though the Town will be putting their whips on
the top. They'll also be fairly tight together.
So it's alnost |like -- and because it wll be
see-through it's not going to be a structure, so
it won't | ook massive.

W may want to consi der whether or
not we can sonewhat bring in the antennas, not
what I'd call a flush array, but we've seen them
where they're not the full 12 or 14-foot platforns
t hat are depicted here in the photo sinmulations.

So that's sonething -- | don't know

how it affects radi ofrequency coverage, so again
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I'd have to defer to the radi of requency engi neer
on that particular issue. But those are the two
things that cone to mnd for this type of a
facility where we have in sone cases 70 feet above
the treeline being exposed.

MR. LYNCH. The surroundi ng canopy
iIs rather low, so you know, that nmakes it, whether
it's a tree or a nonopol e stick out even nore?

THE W TNESS (Li bertine): Agreed.

MR LYNCH: M. Vergati, is the
Town actually married to the nonopine? O were
they open to | ooking at a standard nonopol e?

THE W TNESS (Vergati): | certainly
don't want to speak for the Town. | know there
was i nput obviously fromthe board of sel ectnen
and P and Z and | and use and so forth. That's a
conversation | would be certainly happy to have.

I think we had the foresi ght when
we were doing the |lease to put that | anguage in
that, again the ultinate decision on design is
wth the Siting Council. But | can certainly have
t hat conversation with the first selectman and the
ot her officials.

MR. LYNCH. And also, M. Vergati,

| thought | heard you say earlier that the Town is
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set at 150 feet and no higher. You know, if the
FCC, M. Libertine, cones along and tells anot her
carrier they can go higher there's nothing the
Town or this Council can do about it. They can go
hi gher ?

THE W TNESS (Vergati): Actually,
they can't. |If we're on a private property and
there was no height cap witten into a | ease
agreenent, and the 6409, that m ddle tax cl ass
relief cane along, and a carrier wanted to go
hi gher, then, yes, we could as a tower devel oper
extent that tower 20 feet.

In this case there is a | ease
agreenent in place that specifically caps the
hei ght to be 150 feet, and the only way it could
be hi gher than 150 would -- again to be -- to
receive witten approval fromthe Town to do that.

MR LYNCH |'ll leave that to our
| egal people down at the ot her end.

I think I'"m alnost finished.

| couldn't ask the fire chief or
the police chief earlier, but is the fire
departnent a volunteer fire departnent.

THE W TNESS (Vergati): |1'I1 speak

tothat. It's a hybrid fire departnent. It
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sounds like it's made up of both vol unteer and
pai d.

MR LYNCH: |'m done, M. Chairnman.

DR KLEMENS: So if the Town is
concer ned about the height of the tower and you
have this sort of FCC -- which |I think maybe we'll
hear whet her or not what you, M. Vergati said is
actually legal -- but one way to hedge your bets
woul d be a 140-foot tower at the site that I
recomrended, which is ten feet higher.

And that in the worst-case scenario
i f you have to extend that tower, you would stil
be quite -- about 160 feet only. That's just a
conmment, a reason to reconsider where you're
putting the conpound.

Thank you.

THE CHAI RVAN: Okay. Thank you.
We're now going to give an opportunity for the
other party, Ms. Westnoreland to cross-exani ne.

MS. VWESTMORELAND: Il try and
keep it as brief as | can.

What kind of inpact fromincreased
truck traffic are we likely to see on Mrehouse
Road? And what do you propose to do to mnim ze

t he i npact?
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THE W TNESS (Burns): During
construction there wll be an increase in truck
traffic, but once the conpound is up and running
the reality is it gets visited probably once a
nonth by a tech in a pickup truck. And even then
sonetinmes it goes |longer than a nonth, dependi ng
on what their schedul es are.

MS. VWESTMORELAND: And have you
gi ven any thought to planting around this site so
that it is less visible fromthe surroundi ng
community? Certainly you could put sone
fast-grow ng pines in.

THE W TNESS (Vergati): The way
It's designed right now, set back into the wooded
area there was no plans to do any | andscapi ng at
t he base of the tower.

M5, WESTMORELAND: And do you
realize that nost of Easton is on a well system
so any | eakage fromthe tower would go directly
into the community well system aside fromthe
reservoir that you have nentioned in fact?

MR BALDW N M. Westnorel and,
just for clarification, you said conmmunity wells,

or private?

MS. WESTMORELAND: Private, private
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wel | s.

MR BALDWN  So not a conmmunity
wel |l system but private wells.

M5. VWESTMORELAND: No, but private.
Most people in town are on private wells.

THE W TNESS (Burns): The feeling
is with the generator and the contai nnent system
that cones with it, that the protection wll be
there to prevent spills.

MS. WESTMORELAND: And can you nane
one positive thing that this would entail for the
direct nei ghbors that is not being given to the

rest of the town?

THE W TNESS (Vergati): | would say
probably not. | nmean, certainly the residents in
the area will benefit fromincreased cell coverage

and enhanced public safety.

MS. VWESTMORELAND: But that would
be basically the benefit that the rest of the town
Is receiving at essentially the nei ghbors'
expense.

THE W TNESS (Libertine): [|I'm not
sure | would characterize it that way, but | think
it's simlar to the existing facilities at the

school and the DPW It's a benefit for the
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community in general

MS. VWESTMORELAND: And do any of
you live near a cell tower, or do you plan to live
near a cell tower in the near future?

THE W TNESS (Li bertine): | can say
at this end of the table, certainly it |ives
Within sights -- line of sight of cell towers,
yes. They're ubiquitous these days. They're
about -- not as common as tel ephone pol es, but
they're getting there. That's the reality.

THE W TNESS (Burns): | can see
three fromny house.

MS. WESTMORELAND: And | would like
to make a statenent, if | nay?

THE CHAI RVAN:  Wen it's your turn
for appearance -- your cross-exam ne you can nake
a brief, but not --

MS. WESTMORELAND: Perfect. Ckay.
And | was under the inpression based on the
docunents that you provided that you were going to
put in a 1500 negahertz additional system on top
of the 700 that had previously been nentioned. |Is
t hat incorrect?

| read sonet hi ng about you need to

upgrade for the potential for increased use of a
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tower and increased uses by potentially Fairfield?

THE WTNESS (U anday): |I'm
guessi ng you nay be tal ki ng about Veri zon
deploying all of its |icense frequencies, because
initially we are just deploying the 700 negahertz
and 2100 negahertz frequencies. And we still have
t he 850 negahertz and the 1900 negahertz in our
pocket just in case we need to deploy them

M5, WESTMORELAND: And so
potentially you would put themin at the base of
this tower?

THE W TNESS (U anday): The
antennas would still be up on the 145 | evel
reserved for Verizon

MS. WESTMORELAND: So | take it
that's a yes?

THE W TNESS (U anday): The
equi pnrent wll go inside the conpound.

MS. VWESTMORELAND: And how nuch of
this tower potentially would be used by the Town
of Fairfield instead of the Town of Easton?

THE W TNESS (Vergati): Ri ght now
there's no proposed equi pnent on the tower by the
Town of Fairfield.

MS. V\ESTMORELAND: But | read that
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potentially you would use it for Fairfield?

THE W TNESS (Vergati): | think if
your question is, would the residents of Fairfield
benefit fromthe coverage, | would | eave that to
RF to answer, | guess. | suspect they mght. |
believe the Fairfield town line is roughly
2100 feet away.

THE WTNESS (U anday): That's
correct. The northern portion of Fairfield would
benefit fromthe cell coverage fromthis tower.

M5. VWESTMORELAND: And so how nuch,
proportionately given the popul ati on of Easton and
t he popul ation of Fairfield, would this tower be
represented for just Easton?

THE W TNESS (U anday): | believe
we answered the portion with Easton, but wth
Fairfield we didn't.

Well, the majority of the coverage
would be in Easton. And so |I'd say with the
popul ati on nunber that we stated in the
interrogatories, the mgjority of it will be
resi dents of Easton.

M5. VWESTMORELAND: Li ke 51 percent?
75 percent? 85 percent?

THE CHAI RVAN. Excuse ne. |f you
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have an answer in percentages, fine. But if you
don't, just say you don't so we can go on.

THE W TNESS (U anday): | don't
have t he exact percent age.

M5. VWESTMORELAND: Ckay. And what
ot her commercial sites were considered besides the
t own property?

THE W TNESS (Vergati): There was a
total of 15 sites that were | ooked at, both town
properties, Aquarion properties, private
properties. And this site was chosen.

MS. VWESTMORELAND: And when you put
In the underground line for the power to the
tower, why not just put the whole thing
under ground and not put up a new pole? W have a
tendency to have a lot of storns with trees com ng
down. It takes down the power for the whole
street.

THE WTNESS (Burns): W wal ked t he
site wwth U and that is what their requirenent
us. If it was up to us we would run underground
fromthe pole, but they need to set a new -- their
desire, they're directing us to set a new pole
about, | think it's 30 to 50 feet fromthe

existing one to put in, to go underground from
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t here.

MS. VWESTMORELAND: I think that
concl udes ny questi ons.

THE CHAI RVAN. Ckay. Stay there,
but now you will be -- so we'll start with

sweari ng-in.

PAMELA WESTMOREL AND,
called as a witness, being first duly sworn
by the Executive Director, was exam ned and
testified on her oath foll ows:

THE CHAI RVAN:  We have, as far as
the exhibit, | think it was your request for party
status. Question is -- the only question really
is, did you author that?

MS. VWESTMORELAND: Yes, | did.

THE CHAIRMAN:  And it's accurate to
t he best of your know edge?

MS. WESTMORELAND: Yes, it is.

THE CHAI RVAN.  Ckay. |Is there any
objection to it being adm tted?

MR BALDW N No, M. Chairnman.

THE CHAI RVAN:  So your exhibit is
admtted. And we'll now continue wth

cross-exam nation by staff and then Council.
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MR. MERCIER  Thank you. As M.
Li bertine testified to earlier, there was a ball on
fly today, and you wal ked the site. D d you have
t he opportunity to go to your residence and try to
| ook for the balloon fromyour property today?

M5. WESTMORELAND: | did not notice
it, but | haven't | ooked for it either.

MR MERCIER  Ckay. Thank you. |
have no ot her questi ons.

THE CHAI RMAN: M. Harder?

MR, HARDER: No questi ons.

THE CHAIRVAN: M. Silvestri?

MR, SILVESTRI: Thank you,
M. Chai r man.

You had nentioned wells. Are nost
of the residences on Mdrehouse serviced by wells?

M5. WESTMORELAND: | don't know. |
can only guess.

MR SI LVESTRI : s yours?

M5. WESTMORELAND: M ne is not. W
converted to city water.

MR SILVESTRI: Are they al so
serviced by septic tanks?

MS. WESTMORELAND:  Yes.

MR SILVESTRI: And do you know if
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the school is serviced by well or municipal water?

MS. VWESTMORELAND: | don't know.

MR SILVESTRI: Ckay. That's all |
have. Thank you, M. Chairnan.

THE CHAI RVAN: M . Hannon.

MR. HANNON: | have not hi ng,

M. Chai r man.

THE CHAI RVAN: Dr. Kl enens.

DR KLEMENS: Thank you,
M. Chai r man.

In your petition you said you don't
contest the tower, but you want to see it nobved?

MS. VWESTMORELAND: Wel |, |
recogni ze the need that the town has for cel
service. | nean, that's clear. | can't say that
| amthrilled by it's |ocation.

W have the dog pound. W have the
DPW dunp, and now we're going to have a cel
tower. This is not a confluence of events that I
find appealing.

DR KLEMENS: Do you have any
comment? Did you follow the suggestion | had of
nmovi ng the tower into the edge of the field? Does
that give you any benefit? Wrse? Better?

I ndi fferent?
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M5, VWESTMORELAND: |'m not sure
that it bothers ne one way or another, but | do
bel i eve that the Town, when they initially started
havi ng heari ngs about putting a cell tower in near
t he school there was a lot of |ocal objection to
perceived risk from el ectromagneti c radi ation, or
what ever else mght conme with a cell tower. So
noving it closer to the school and the ballfields
probably isn't sonmething the community woul d be
that thrilled about.

DR KLEMENS: And you've probably
| ooked in the application. You're aware that --
did you see the tower, Trunbull west and all those
other towers that make up Verizon's network there
that are in adjacent towns --

M5. WESTMORELAND: |'ve seen the
tower in Westport. | go by it every day on the
Merritt.

DR. KLEMENS: Sorry, |I'mtalking.
Did you | ook at the maps in the docket application
whi ch showed the | ocation, the propagati on naps
whi ch showed all their different towers that
Verizon has in the area?

MS. VWESTMORELAND: Apparently not.

DR KLEMENS:. Ckay. Because many
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of those towers are in adjacent nunicipalities and
I would i magi ne that many of them are benefiting

East on resi dents.

M5, WESTMORELAND: | can tell you
am not benefiting fromany cell |ocation, that I
can think of. Cell reception at nmy house is
terrible.

DR. KLEMENS: Ckay. | have no

further questions, M. Chairnman. Thank you.

THE CHAI RVAN: M. Lynch.

MR LYNCH: Wio is your carrier at
your house?

MS. VWESTMORELAND:  Veri zon.

MR. LYNCH. Thank you. No nore
questions, M. Chairnan.

THE CHAI RMAN:  Cross-exam nati on by
Att orney Bal dwi n?

MR. BALDWN | don't have any
questions, M. Chairman. Thank you.

THE CHAI RVAN. Okay. Well, your
duty as an expert w tness has now been term nated.
You did an excell ent job.

And the Council is going to take
the opportunity to break, to recess until 7 p.m

And at 7 p.m we will reconvene for coments by
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t he public.

PAVELA VWESTMORELAND: M ght | make
a statenent now, as opposed to com ng back at
seven o' clock and nmaki ng a statenent?

THE CHAI RVAN: Okay. |'msorry.
Go ahead.

PAMELA WESTMORELAND: So just a
couple of things that you all have tal ked about.

The reason | bring up the Westport

cell tower is because | believe it is a nonopole

tower. |It's steel. You can see it frommles
around. It's the ugliest thing that | can think
of as you pass by on the Merritt. | don't view

that as an i nprovenent over a kind of ridicul ous
| ooki ng nonopi ne.

The nonopine that's on WI bur Cross
as you go into New York | ooks rather nice. |If
that were what we were going to get, that would be
better than a steel tower with stuff sticking up
out of the top.

I think, you know, there is natural
gas on the street. | don't know, you know, what
the flowrate is or anything like that. W
converted to natural gas about a year and a half

ago. That's all | have to say.
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THE CHAI RVAN:  Again. Thank you
very nmuch. And again, we'll break until 7 p.m
Thank you.

(Wher eupon, the wi tnesses were
excused and the above proceedi ngs were concl uded

at 4:53 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATE

| hereby certify that the foregoing 95 pages
are a conpl ete and accurate conputer-ai ded
transcription of my original verbatimnotes taken
of the Siting Council Meeting in Re: Docket No.
473, APPLI CATI ON FROM HOVELAND TOWERS LLC AND
CELLCO PARTNERSHI P DY B/ A VERI ZON W RELESS FOR A
CERTI FI CATE OF ENVI RONVENTAL COWMPATI BI LI TY AND
PUBLI C NEED FOR THE CONSTRUCTI ON, NMAI NTENANCE AND
OPERATI ON OF A TELECOVMUNI CATI ON FACI LI TY LOCATED
AT 515 MOREHOUSE ROAD I N EASTON, CONNECTI CUT,
whi ch was hel d before ROBIN STEIN, Chairnman, at
the Easton Public Library, Comunity Room 691
Mor ehouse Road, Easton, Connecticut, June 20,

2017.

Robert G D xon, CVR-M 857

Not ary Public

BCT Reporting, LLC

PO Box 1774

Bristol, Connecticut 06011

My Conm ssion Expires: 6/30/2020
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� 1                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Good afternoon,



 2  ladies and gentlemen.  I'd like to call to order



 3  this meeting of the Connecticut Siting Council,



 4  today Tuesday, June 30th, 2017.  My name is Robin



 5  Stein.  I'm Chairman of the Siting Council.



 6                 Other members of the Council



 7  present are Mr. Hannon, who's a designee from the



 8  Department of Energy and Environmental Protection;



 9  Mr. Silvestri; Dr. Klemens; Mr. Harder and



10  Mr. Lynch.



11                 Members of the staff are Attorney



12  Melanie Bachman, our executive director; and



13  Robert Mercier our siting analyst.



14                 This hearing is held pursuant to



15  the provisions of Title 16 of the Connecticut



16  General Statutes and of the Uniform Administrative



17  Procedure Act upon an application from Homeland



18  Towers, LLC, and Cellco Partnership d/b/a Verizon



19  Wireless for a certificate of environmental



20  compatibility and public need for the



21  construction, maintenance and operation of a



22  telecommunications facility located at 515



23  Morehouse Road in Easton, Connecticut.  This



24  application was received by the Council on



25  April 21st of this year.
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� 1                 As a reminder to all,



 2  off-the-record communication with a member of the



 3  Council or a member of the Council staff upon the



 4  merits of this application are prohibited by law.



 5                 The parties to this proceeding are



 6  as follows, the applicant Homeland Towers, and



 7  Verizon or Cellco, represented by Attorney Baldwin



 8  of Robinson & Cole; and Pamela Westmoreland.



 9                 We will proceed in accordance with



10  the prepared agenda, copies of which are available



11  on the table near the podium.  Also available are



12  copies of the Council's citizen guide to Siting



13  Council procedures.



14                 At the end of this afternoon's



15  evidentiary session we will recess and resume



16  again at 7 p.m. for public comment session.  The



17  7 p.m. public comment session will be reserved for



18  the public to make brief oral statements into the



19  record.



20                 I wish to note that parties



21  including their representatives and witnesses are



22  not allowed to participate in the public comment



23  session.  I also wish to note for those who are



24  here and for the benefit of your friends and



25  neighbors who are unable to join us for the public
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� 1  comment session, that you or they may send written



 2  comments to this Council within 30 days of the



 3  date hereof, and such written statements will be



 4  given the same weight as if spoken at the hearing.



 5                 If necessary, party presentations



 6  may continue after the public comment session if



 7  time allows.



 8                 A verbatim transcript will be made



 9  of this hearing and deposited with the town



10  clerk's offices in Easton and Fairfield for the



11  convenience of the public.



12                 Is there any public official that



13  would like to make a statement at this time?



14                 ADAM DUNSBY:  Yes.  Good afternoon,



15  everyone.  My name is Adam Dunsby.  I am the First



16  Selectman for the Town of Easton.  I think we'll



17  have a few public officials who would like to



18  speak.



19                 As I mentioned, I'm the First



20  Selectman of the Town of Easton.  The Town has



21  recognized for some time that we have a severe



22  lack of cell coverage in the center of town



23  because there are no cell towers.  This is a



24  portion of the town which contains both our public



25  schools, the senior center, and the majority of





                             6

� 1  the town's playing fields.



 2                 At some point prior to 2012, before



 3  I was first selectman, the then board of selectmen



 4  asked the planning and zoning commission to look



 5  at all municipal land and try and determine which



 6  if any of those parcels would be the most suitable



 7  for a cell tower, or whatever it took to remedy



 8  the lack of cell coverage in Central Easton.



 9                 They returned with a report, which



10  I have previously submitted to the Council along



11  with a letter from myself.  And the parcel of town



12  municipal-owned land that they recommended, or



13  came up at the top of their matrix was the piece



14  that I believe you looked at today, the piece of



15  land just upslope from the animal shelter.



16                 So the board of selectmen issued an



17  RFP.  We had a couple bidders.  The RFP was



18  granted to Homeland Towers whose representatives



19  are here today.  And the Easton Board of Selectmen



20  certainly supports this project and believes we



21  need to take some action to improve cell service



22  in Central Easton.



23                 We had many, many, many public



24  meetings.  We looked into other alternatives such



25  as DAS systems.  The board of selectmen came to
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� 1  the conclusion that a tower of some type on this



 2  parcel of land was the best solution for the Town,



 3  primarily for public safety reasons and also



 4  because obviously the residents of Easton should



 5  enjoy the benefits of modern communications.



 6                 Thank you.



 7                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you.



 8                 Is there any other public official



 9  who would like to speak at this time?



10                 TIM SHAW:  Good afternoon.  Chief



11  of Police Tim Shaw, Easton.  Just very briefly



12  just some notes.  Wireless communications have



13  become a commonplace in the current time to



14  contact public safety in emergency situations.



15  Our dispatch center receives more 911 calls via



16  cellphones than landlines.  Public safety is



17  definitely affected by the lack of cell coverage



18  in Easton.



19                 On average there are approximately



20  eight to ten calls a day that have poor reception,



21  or the call is lost.  Another five times a week



22  people will walk into headquarters and report an



23  incident because they were unable to make a call



24  in certain areas of town.



25                 As historical perspective,
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� 1  approximately eight years ago the landline to



 2  cellphone calls received was approximately 60/40,



 3  being 60 percent of the calls were via landline,



 4  40 percent being cellphone.  Currently it's more



 5  like a 70/30, with cellphones being the majority.



 6  The number is only going up as some homeowners



 7  have completely gone away from landlines and would



 8  rather use their cell phones.



 9                 This department has had numerous



10  calls where the victim of an incident could not



11  get through to the dispatch center.



12                 You know, I asked some of the



13  officers some of the examples, and one was a fatal



14  accident on an area of town where the coverage was



15  poor.  And a passenger in the vehicle was



16  attempting to call and could not get through, and



17  an officer happened to be driving by and



18  fortunately, you know, the incident was taken care



19  of, but these are the type of situations we do run



20  into.



21                 The residents of Easton need to



22  stay connected for any emergency that occurs in



23  town, and I feel upgrading our mobile



24  communications is a major step in keeping our



25  community much safer.  This upgrade is needed now





                             9

� 1  more than ever with the increase of cellphones



 2  only going up when they're contacting 911.



 3                 Additionally, we do have an



 4  attached map.  If anybody wants it, I can hand it



 5  in.  It has the areas that we are affected by with



 6  our patrol officers when we do go to calls.  You



 7  know, that impacts also if the officer has to make



 8  a call to dispatch while being on an



 9  investigation.



10                 You don't always do everything over



11  the radio.  Sometimes if it's private information



12  that you want to get you'll call dispatch, and in



13  certain areas of town we can't do that.  So this



14  would only enhance public safety, and I feel it's



15  long overdue.



16                 So I have the areas of the town in



17  the map from our dispatch center.  I can hand them



18  in to somebody.  Okay.  And you've got it.  Okay.



19                 Thank you.



20                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you very much.



21                 STEVE WAUGH:  I'm Steve Waugh, the



22  Fire Chief in town.  I've long been a big



23  proponent of increasing the cell coverage in



24  Easton.



25                 As Chief Shaw indicated, there's
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� 1  been multiple incidences of dropped calls while



 2  people are driving through town.  On 58 and 136,



 3  these involve dealing with accidents and fire



 4  calls, and it's delayed our response, slowed down



 5  our ability to render assistance.



 6                 There's been instances where we've



 7  been requested to communicate with outside



 8  agencies.  I haven't been able to get a signal and



 9  it's delayed a response by the DEEP, calls to a



10  larger spill at a truck accident.  If we had



11  gotten a cleanup contractor out there sooner it



12  would have been -- we would have saved about



13  50 gallons of fuel going into the reservoir.



14                 We did have some incidents at the



15  baseball fields.  We had a minor injury, and then



16  we had a more significant injury.  And the parents



17  weren't able to get a cell and somebody actually



18  had to get in their car and drive before they were



19  able to call 911, and that resulted in a delay for



20  the ambulance service to attend to the child that



21  was injured.



22                 In addition, we would like to see



23  better cell service at the schools.  The cell



24  service is weak at Keller.  It's a week at



25  Staples.  And should there be an incident there we
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� 1  want people to have the ability to reach out and



 2  call 911, and get the dispatch.  In this day and



 3  age, particularly given some of the school



 4  situations that have happened there should be no



 5  reason that people can't get a signal fairly



 6  quickly.



 7                 As we stand here, I meant to text



 8  or call Selectman Dunsby and tell him I was



 9  running a little bit late, but I got no service,



10  so I couldn't do it.



11                 As Chief Shaw indicated, with



12  people switching from direct landlines to bundling



13  of services and going digital, they're less likely



14  to have a POTS line.  When we do have major storms



15  and cable lines go down we run into a situation



16  where people have to rely on their cell phones,



17  and in those situations in certain parts of town



18  with weak signals we're not sure that people can



19  get the adequate service they need if they have to



20  call 911.



21                 We have had some storms and we have



22  had some areas of town where people have actually



23  had to go across the street, go to the neighbors'



24  house and call 911, and indicate that they had had



25  a problem.  So again, it delays our service and
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� 1  our being able to render aid to people when they



 2  need it.



 3                 And my biggest fear is the fear



 4  that Chief Shaw touched on, that somebody drives



 5  down 136 or Route 58 and goes off the road without



 6  anybody seeing them and is trapped in their



 7  vehicle, able to access a cell but not get a



 8  service, and actually dies in the vehicle before



 9  we can get there to render assistance.



10                 So you know, from all aspects I'm a



11  big-time proponent of putting the cell tower in



12  and increasing the service in the town of Easton



13  where it's lacking.



14                 Thank you.



15                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you.



16                 CAROLYN KEARNEY:  Thank you.  Hi.



17  I'm Carolyn Kearney, the Chief of Easton EMS.  I



18  really have nothing to add because my coworkers



19  have also stated that it's really important to



20  have a cell tower in town.



21                 You know, if we're responding to a



22  911 call and we can't get to that patient because



23  they can't reach us, a matter of a minute can, you



24  know, be the difference between life and death.



25  And it's really important that we have cell towers
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� 1  where patients can reach us in an emergency.



 2                 So thank you.



 3                 PETER NEARY:  Peter Neary.  I'm the



 4  fire marshal.  I just want to echo Chief Shaw and



 5  Carolyn Kearney and Steve Waugh's stories relative



 6  to not having cellphone service.



 7                 Cellphones have really changed our



 8  lives, because I'm from an the era where I never



 9  had a cellphone at the beginning.  But you have to



10  realize that for emergency communications it's



11  probably the first thing you know about something



12  happening -- is the cellphone.



13                 And in Easton we do have some



14  products that our emergency calls are texted over



15  us -- to our cell phones.  That could be an



16  immediate response for people.  It could be from a



17  neighbor going next door to someone's house.



18                 And there's so many stories that we



19  can tell you, ladies and gentlemen, about things



20  that happen on Route 58.  A very rural area, a



21  very bad accident location, pine trees, and it's a



22  very poor cellphone service area.



23                 So what happens is people



24  generally, they drive -- they used to drive -- I



25  could see from you people -- that they used to
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� 1  drive to a payphone.  So yes, and everybody is



 2  laughing, but there's no more payphones.  So the



 3  cellphones have kind of replaced the payphones.



 4  So people drive to Fairfield to report things, and



 5  they don't know exactly where they happen.  So



 6  then we send two towns up looking around for



 7  somebody either on the road or off the road, or



 8  somewhere like that.



 9                 So you know, it's really important



10  that we have full coverage for public safety in



11  Easton where a cellphone tower would really



12  greatly assist us in providing the services that



13  we provide to the town.



14                 Thank you.



15                 TIM SHAW:  Just to add one thing,



16  if that's okay?  Is it all right to take the mic



17  again?



18                 This was not a setup.  Steve and I



19  did not discuss this, but he talked about



20  something going off the road, and this would be a



21  horrible situation.  I had my dispatcher just pull



22  some of the calls where she put in the search



23  engine, dropped.  So she typed in dropped and saw



24  what calls came up recently.



25                 And one call to the Easton Police
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� 1  Department to report a car off the road, the



 2  phonecall was dropped.  Unable to obtain further



 3  information.  By triangulation we found out the



 4  area it was in, and by the time we got there



 5  somebody -- a passerby had already gotten out of



 6  the car and helped the person.  That's one



 7  example.



 8                 And the second example I'll give is



 9  the 911 call was broken up and only stated I was



10  trying to pass someone before the call was



11  disconnected.  Again triangulation, we got out to



12  the vehicle.  The vehicle was off the road.  Blew



13  out both passenger-side tires and we ended up



14  getting there to help them, but that's just two



15  examples of what Steve said.



16                 Now in those situations it wasn't,



17  you know, a fatal accident, but these are



18  situations we run into on a daily basis.



19                 Thank you.



20                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you.



21                 I wish to call your attention to



22  those items shown on the hearing program marked as



23  Roman numeral 1-D, items 1 through 66.  Does the



24  applicant or party have any objection to the items



25  that the Council has administratively noticed?
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� 1                 (No response.)



 2                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Accordingly, the



 3  Council hereby administratively notices these



 4  existing documents, statements and comments.



 5                 Now present your witness panel for



 6  the purposes of taking the oath, Mr. Baldwin.



 7                 MR. BALDWIN:  Good afternoon Mr.



 8  Chairman, members of the Council.  For the record,



 9  I'm Ken Baldwin with Robinson & Cole on behalf of



10  Homeland towers, LLC, and Cellco Partnership doing



11  business as Verizon Wireless.



12                 The applicant is in Docket 473.



13  Our witness panel listed in the hearing program



14  includes Ray Vergati with Homeland Towers LLC;



15  Mr. Ryan Ulanday, who is a radiofrequency engineer



16  with Verizon Wireless; Mike Libertine, the



17  Director of Siting and Permitting for All Points



18  Technology Corporation; Dean Gustafson, the Senior



19  Wetland Scientist and professional soil scientist



20  with All Points Technology; and Robert Burns, a



21  professional engineer with All Points Technology.



22                 And I offer them to be sworn at



23  this time Mr. Chairman.



24



25
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� 1  R A Y M O N D    V E R G A T I,



 2  R O B E R T    C.    B U R N S,



 3  R Y A N    U L A N D A Y,



 4  M I C H A E L    L I B E R T I N E,



 5  D E A N    G U S T A F S O N,



 6       called as witnesses, being first duly sworn



 7       by the Executive Director, were examined and



 8       testified on their oaths as follows:



 9                 MR. BALDWIN:  Mr. Chairman, we have



10  four exhibits listed in the hearing program under



11  section Roman two, subsection B, items one through



12  four.  I won't read them from the program, but



13  they are listed there.  And I offer them now for



14  identification purposes subject to verification by



15  our witness panel.  I would ask our panel some



16  questions to verify those exhibits.



17                 Did you prepare or assist in the



18  preparation, or otherwise supervise the



19  preparation of those exhibits listed in the



20  hearing program under Roman 2-B, items 1 through



21  4?  Mr. Libertine?



22                 THE WITNESS (Libertine):  Yes.



23                 MR. BALDWIN:  Mr Gustafson?



24                 THE WITNESS (Gustafson):  Yes.



25                 MR. BALDWIN:  Mr. Ulanday?
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� 1                 THE WITNESS (Ulanday):  Yes.



 2                 MR. BALDWIN:  Mr. Vergati?



 3                 THE WITNESS (Vergati):  Yes.



 4                 MR. BALDWIN:  Mr. Burns?



 5                 THE WITNESS (Burns):  Yes.



 6                 MR. BALDWIN:  And do you have any



 7  corrections, amendments or modifications to offer



 8  any of the information in those exhibits at this



 9  time?  Mr. Libertine?



10                 THE WITNESS (Libertine):  Yes, I'd



11  like to just make one correction to Exhibit 1,



12  which is the application behind tab 1 on page 7,



13  under the environmental assessment statement.



14                 Item B, under air quality there is



15  a misprint on the reference on the second to last



16  sentence.  That section, that reference says



17  22-A-174-36 -- should be actually section



18  22-A-174-3B.



19                 MR. BALDWIN:  Mr. Gustafson?



20                 THE WITNESS (Gustafson):  I have



21  two corrections.  The first is related to the



22  depiction of the proposed underground utility



23  route that shows up in three different locations



24  in the application.  The first is looking at



25  applicant exhibits -- they're all on Applicant
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� 1  Exhibit 1 in the executive summary, versus on page



 2  I-4.



 3                 This is an aerial photograph.  It



 4  shows the proposed underground utility route



 5  cutting across the soil piles that you observed



 6  during the site walk.  The underground utility



 7  route should actually head south along Morehouse



 8  Road for a couple hundred feet, and then take a



 9  west turn along the edge of the forest to head



10  towards the compound.



11                 That same graphic shows up again



12  behind tab one.  It's on the fifth page, also



13  labeled aerial photograph with the same



14  correction.



15                 And then finally behind tab eleven,



16  which is, again the determination.  That graphic



17  is included in that package.  And then on page 5



18  of 6 of the NDB review request, item 3, the 5th



19  sentence from the bottom there is a narrative



20  description of the underground approximate utility



21  route distance of 670 feet.  That should read 890



22  feet.



23                 The second correction is in



24  Applicant Exhibit 2, response to interrogatories,



25  the Council's interrogatories.  It's in response
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� 1  to question number 24 on page 13.  The third



 2  sentence up from the bottom references the closest



 3  important burr area is approximately five miles



 4  away.  That should read 2.5 miles away, and that's



 5  consistent with the response that was given in



 6  question 23.



 7                 MR. BALDWIN:  Mr. Ulanday, any



 8  corrections?



 9                 THE WITNESS (Ulanday):  No, I don't



10  have any corrections.



11                 MR. BALDWIN:  Mr. Vergati?



12                 THE WITNESS (Vergati):  I have one



13  minor correction.  In the response of the



14  interrogatories dated May 31st we had provided an



15  updated FCC compliance report.  This was in



16  response to question number 14.



17                 In the body of the response we had



18  referenced the FCC compliance report with a date



19  of May 30th, when in fact it should have been --



20  our reference says May 31st.  That's it.



21                 MR. BALDWIN:  Mr. Burns?



22                 THE WITNESS (Burns):  Under tab



23  one, the design drawings, drawing SP-1 next to the



24  title block what it says, engineering analysis and



25  certification.  The second line up reads, 101
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� 1  ultimate wind speed.  It should read 101 nominal



 2  wind speed.  That's all.



 3                 MR. BALDWIN:  Thank you.  And with



 4  those corrections and modifications, is the



 5  information contained in those exhibits true and



 6  accurate to the best of your knowledge?



 7                 Mr. Libertine?



 8                 THE WITNESS (Libertine):  Yes.



 9                 MR. BALDWIN:  Mr. Gustafson?



10                 THE WITNESS (Gustafson):  Yes.



11                 MR. BALDWIN:  Mr. Ulanday?



12                 THE WITNESS (Ulanday):  Yes.



13                 MR. BALDWIN:  Mr. Vergati?



14                 THE WITNESS (Vergati):  Yes.



15                 MR. BALDWIN:  Mr. Burns?



16                 THE WITNESS (Burns):  Yes.



17                 MR. BALDWIN:  And do you adopt the



18  information contained in those exhibits as your



19  testimony in this proceeding?  Mr. Libertine?



20                 THE WITNESS (Libertine):  Yes, I



21  do.



22                 MR. BALDWIN:  Mr. Gustafson?



23                 THE WITNESS (Gustafson):  Yes.



24                 MR. BALDWIN:  Mr. Ulanday?



25                 THE WITNESS (Ulanday):  Yes.
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� 1                 MR. BALDWIN:  Mr. Vergati?



 2                 THE WITNESS (Vergati):  Yes.



 3                 MR. BALDWIN:  Mr. Burns?



 4                 THE WITNESS (Burns):  Yes.



 5                 MR. BALDWIN:  Mr. Chairman, I offer



 6  them as full exhibits.



 7                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you.



 8                 Does any party object to the



 9  admission of the applicant's exhibits?



10                 (No response.)



11                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  These



12  exhibits are admitted.  We'll now begin with



13  cross-examination starting with our staff,



14  Mr. Mercier.



15                 MR. MERCIER:  Thank you.  Most of



16  my questions were answered during the



17  interrogatory phase, so I just have a few based on



18  the site walk today.



19                 For number one I notice the animal



20  shelter to the east and south of the site is



21  depicted on some of the plans.  Is that a separate



22  parcel?  Or is this within this, or on that



23  one-acre parcel?



24                 THE WITNESS (Vergati):  I believe



25  that parcel is separate -- even though one of
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� 1  those site plans shows it covered in the dotted



 2  line in a separate parcel, to my understanding,



 3  which is owned by the town.



 4                 MR. MERCIER:  Great.  Thank you.



 5  Now turning to SP-1, that's the site plan we just



 6  referenced in attachment one of the application.



 7  This is in review of the utility line.  This



 8  utility line as depicted on this plan, is this the



 9  correct configuration?



10                 THE WITNESS (Burns):  Yes.



11                 MR. MERCIER:  Okay.  And did UI



12  select that whole location?  Or is it a



13  collaborative effort?



14                 THE WITNESS (Burns):  We walked the



15  site with UI and they directed us to put a new



16  pole about 30 feet from the existing pole, and



17  pull underground from there.



18                 MR. MERCIER:  Is it typical to put



19  a new pole in?  I don't understand why they



20  couldn't just run a line off that existing pole.



21  Is that the typical type of installation to get a



22  new pole just for your service only, overhead,



23  then come in and put it in?



24                 THE WITNESS (Burns):  Typical with



25  utility companies, is a tough question.  It's not
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� 1  atypical.



 2                 MR. MERCIER:  Okay.  Is there a



 3  specific reason why they chose that pole?  There's



 4  a number of poles in that area.  Is it based on --



 5                 THE WITNESS (Burns):  I think it



 6  was based on what is there currently overhead.



 7                 MR. MERCIER:  Okay.  And I see it



 8  runs underground on the -- I believe there's a



 9  stone wall there.  So I believe from the new pole



10  you'll have to cut west through the stone wall,



11  and then travel -- you're going to travel pretty



12  much south, generally south along the stone wall.



13  Is that correct?



14                 THE WITNESS (Burns):  Yes.



15                 MR. MERCIER:  Okay.  And then I see



16  it's going to turn more westerly and kind of



17  border a second stone wall all the way to the



18  compound.



19                 When you're installing the



20  underground line what type of clearing is required



21  for a 25-foot easement?  Do you have to clear the



22  entire easement to install in the utility?



23                 THE WITNESS (Burns):  No, typically



24  we just clear what they need to install it.  So it



25  will be, you know, your trench is three feet.
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� 1  You're going to have to get equipment in there, so



 2  you're looking ten to twelve feet.



 3                 MR. MERCIER:  As it turns westerly



 4  along that stone wall, you'd have to clear a ten,



 5  twelve-foot area through a woodland.  Is that



 6  correct?  You know, that's a wooded area.



 7                 THE WITNESS (Burns):  Yes.  Some of



 8  it is.  A lot of it is on the backside of some of



 9  the piles we saw out there.  That stone wall is



10  just on the other side.  So a lot of it has



11  already been cleared.



12                 MR. MERCIER:  Okay.  So maybe it



13  was a shrubby type of staging?



14                 THE WITNESS (Burns):  Yeah,



15  shrubby, nothing -- nothing huge.



16                 MR. MERCIER:  Thank you for



17  clarifying that.  Would the stone wall have to be



18  demolished at this time?



19                 THE WITNESS (Burns):  No.



20                 MR. MERCIER:  Okay.  So all of the



21  construction will be generally north of that, that



22  stone wall?



23                 THE WITNESS (Burns):  Correct.



24                 MR. MERCIER:  And you're using



25  probably like a mini excavator or something?
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� 1                 THE WITNESS (Burns):  Yeah.



 2                 MR. MERCIER:  And how far down do



 3  you have to go to install the line?



 4                 THE WITNESS (Burns):  Typically the



 5  pipe is at 36, and then we go another 6 inches.



 6  Well, it's about three and a half feet down.



 7                 MR. MERCIER:  After installation is



 8  completed I assume you put grass or something



 9  down?



10                 THE WITNESS (Burns):  Yeah.



11                 MR. MERCIER:  So are trees allowed



12  to grow above this line?  And if not, who



13  maintains that?



14                 THE WITNESS (Burns):  Typically



15  not, but you know, in an area like this it won't



16  be maintained probably on a yearly basis, and it



17  will be just allowed to sort of revegetate as to



18  what's there.



19                 MR. MERCIER:  Okay.  But eventually



20  five years later you would have -- someone would



21  have to come in and clear up that?



22                 THE WITNESS (Burns):  That's



23  probably true, yeah.



24                 MR. MERCIER:  So the maintenance



25  program you have for all your sites, this would
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� 1  just be the same?



 2                 THE WITNESS (Burns):  Yes.



 3                 MR. MERCIER:  Okay.  Turning to



 4  SB-2 now.  I see the layout of the tree tower with



 5  the branches and the proposed antennas, and I see



 6  the Town's, with the antennas on top, and some



 7  dishes up there also.



 8                 Would those antennas at the very



 9  top, the town equipment, would that be concealed



10  within the cone of the tree tower?  I mean, it



11  kind of shows it is, sort of.  So I wasn't sure if



12  they need clearance away from those branches or



13  not for their equipment to work properly.



14                 THE WITNESS (Vergati):  Currently



15  the monopine tree is proposed at 150 with 7-foot



16  tapered faux top branches.  The Town is proposing



17  to install three VHF antennas with a length of



18  seven feet.  We think they can be concealed within



19  that ornamental faux top and not stick out



20  above -- above that height.



21                 MR. MERCIER:  Okay.  So there is no



22  operational problem with their equipment with this



23  type of installation?



24                 THE WITNESS (Vergati):  No, the



25  branches with these type of facilities in stealth
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� 1  are -- are transparent.  Meaning, the branches and



 2  needles are able to accommodate antennas within.



 3                 MR. MERCIER:  And I see obviously



 4  it's tapered, according to this diagram.  And just



 5  looking at the Verizon installation at 145, the



 6  branches kind of the end of the panels.  Is the



 7  intent to cover the panels with the branches?



 8                 THE WITNESS (Vergati):  Yes.  When



 9  we designed the trees, when you get down the road



10  you're actually ordering the product from the



11  manufacturer.  We're very close in the design of



12  the tree pole, and there's certain options that we



13  can do as far as branch lengths.



14                 Regardless if we have tapered



15  branches, meaning shorter branches on top going



16  for a wider profile on the bottom, or non-uniform



17  branches throughout the tree, we make sure that



18  when our customers, our tenants construct, that



19  these standoffs with their antennas are very, very



20  tight.



21                 So the antennas themselves are



22  concealed within the branches so you don't have



23  something protruding out past the branchline.



24                 THE WITNESS (Burns):  And this will



25  all be painted as well to match the tree.
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� 1                 THE CHAIRMAN:  I think Mr. Lynch



 2  has a follow-up question.



 3                 MR. LYNCH:  Just one follow-up



 4  question on the town's antennas.  You answered



 5  half my question, so I'll go to the half you did



 6  not answer.



 7                 If you have another carrier that



 8  comes on the tower, and they only need a much



 9  lower height, would these whip antennas -- I think



10  you said they're 7 feet, or are they 14 feet?



11                 THE WITNESS (Vergati):  They're



12  putting a total of five antennas and three dishes.



13  Four out of the five are kind of seven feet in



14  length.  The fifth antenna is ten feet.



15                 MR. LYNCH:  If you have -- going



16  back now -- if you have another carrier that low,



17  would you have any problem with the separation



18  between the new carrier and the Town's equipment?



19  Why do you have to have a certain separation



20  height for that?



21                 THE WITNESS (Vergati):  Yeah,



22  certainly we'd coordinate with any installation,



23  both with the carriers and public safety to make



24  sure there's no interference issues.  Regarding



25  that, we would defer that over to the RF engineers
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� 1  that talk the lingo, but we feel that there's



 2  enough separation the way we've proposed for both



 3  the Town's public safety, and for up to four to



 4  five carriers to operate vertically on real estate



 5  on the pole.



 6                 MR. LYNCH:  Thank you.



 7                 MR. MERCIER:  I guess I'm going to



 8  turn quickly to tab nine, and that's the



 9  visibility analysis.  And Mr. Libertine, I'm going



10  to look at the aerial photograph provided near the



11  end of aerial -- two-mile radius, the view shed



12  map.



13                 I've looked through the photographs



14  in the application, provided in the application,



15  you know, and the representative locations pretty



16  much well cover the area for views.  I just want



17  to know what your thoughts were of views south of



18  photo six along Morehouse Road.



19                 Is that going to be generally like



20  six, or a little more dense vegetation in there?



21  Or whatever you saw in your reconnaissance, could



22  you please explain?



23                 THE WITNESS (Libertine):  Right.



24  If you drive down the road in that southerly



25  direction you get to photo six.  There's a gate,
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� 1  in that we took the shot in the street.



 2  Essentially in front of that gateway, where



 3  there's -- it's not -- not well maintained.  I



 4  don't think they're using it for any type of, you



 5  know, routine access.



 6                 But there was a clearing there so



 7  it gave us an opportunity to look though the trees



 8  so that we could at least get a representative



 9  shot.  What happens is as you move further south



10  along the road, that that screening gets thicker.



11  It's not broken up by any type of breach or access



12  point.  The road also starts to dip down slightly



13  before it starts to take some sharp curves as it



14  moves further to the south.



15                 So essentially from the road itself



16  there was no real visibility through the trees



17  when we took our shots during leaf-off conditions.



18  Obviously the model is showing some scattered



19  views, or potentially through the -- through the



20  trees as the leaves are off the trees.



21                 As you move south and, I would say,



22  east of the road itself, very difficult to tell as



23  to whether or not that's likely over predicting,



24  somewhat certainly from ground level, but it is a



25  combination of both topography and vegetation
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� 1  intervening along the road there, or between the



 2  road and the facility itself.  That essentially



 3  does not provide any type of direct lines of sight



 4  back to the tower site.



 5                 MR. MERCIER:  Now as you've just



 6  discussed, the road kind of curves as you head



 7  generally southeast.  Right at the first curve on



 8  the eastern side of the road is Ms. Westmoreland's



 9  residence.  Could you please explain the



10  visibility from that, her residence, if any, or



11  property for that matter?



12                 THE WITNESS (Libertine):  Yeah.



13  Obviously not having any opportunity to step onto



14  the property, I did my field evaluations from out



15  in front of the driveway in the frontage of the



16  road.  It was very difficult.  I think there are



17  probably some opportunities certainly at the road



18  level to look through breaks in the trees, again



19  with the leaves off the trees where you might be



20  able to make out a portion, top portion of the



21  tower as it is above the trees at our site.



22                 Notably, her property slopes down



23  to the east towards her house.  So I think her



24  perspective is going to be certainly somewhat



25  different than what you're seeing at road level.
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� 1  And my guess is because it's at a lower elevation.



 2  Again, certainly at ground level I think it's



 3  going to be very difficult to see something from



 4  there.



 5                 I can't speak to first or second



 6  stories in the homes, or in the home itself, but



 7  my initial thought was when we flew this back in



 8  2015 it was placed that the homes -- they are set



 9  down a little bit because they are fairly close to



10  the property itself, although were set back off



11  the road substantially.  But it did not allow for



12  that kind of opportunity to see that line of



13  sight.



14                 If they were at a higher elevation



15  I think we'd have more of the open visibility



16  shot.  So my guess is that if you know what you're



17  looking for and you're standing certainly at the



18  edge of the driveway coming onto the road, there



19  are probably some opportunities to see it



20  depending upon where you're standing.  But I think



21  as you move onto the property I think that again



22  that lower elevation is probably going to work to



23  our advantage from a standpoint of keeping this



24  thing fairly hidden.



25                 THE CHAIRMAN:  A follow-up
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� 1  question?



 2                 MR. SILVESTRI:  Thank you,



 3  Mr. Chairman.



 4                 Mr. Libertine, when we're talking



 5  about photos five and six they're both from



 6  Morehouse Road.  Is five more representative of



 7  the address, say, of 448 to 458?  I'm trying to



 8  get, like, where on Morehouse Road that was



 9  actually taken?



10                 THE WITNESS (Libertine):  Yeah, I



11  don't have the specific addresses that were across



12  the street there.  But I would say, certainly,



13  yes.  I think --



14                 MR. SILVESTRI:  And then similarly



15  I was looking at view six as being maybe around



16  418, but I'm not sure if that's correct?



17                 THE WITNESS (Libertine):  Yeah, I'd



18  have to cross reference in the abutter map.  And I



19  think generally speaking, yes, but let me just



20  verify those numbers.



21                 Yeah.  I would say that's -- that's



22  correct and that's really based on when you look



23  at the foreground in those photos where you see



24  more of the open field in the foreground,



25  certainly that that's significantly north of the
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� 1  gate that I had referenced earlier.  So yeah, I



 2  would say that's a fair characterization.  456 --



 3  I'm sorry, 448 and 4 -- maybe through 422,



 4  somewhere in that range.



 5                 MR. SILVESTRI:  Okay.  So I was



 6  close?



 7                 THE WITNESS (Libertine):  Yes.



 8  Yeah.



 9                 MR. SILVESTRI:  Thank you,



10  Mr. Chairman.



11                 MR. MERCIER:  Mr. Libertine, you



12  just mentioned in a previous discussion that some



13  of the property sloped down.  On Morehouse Drive



14  they slope down towards their residences.  Is that



15  like a 15, 20-foot elevation change?  Do you have



16  any eyeballing?



17                 THE WITNESS (Libertine):



18                 Eyeballing, I'd say it's certainly



19  in the 10 to 15-foot range.  I'm not sure if it's



20  much more than that.  Well, now that I'm looking



21  at the topo, yeah.  I'd say on average we're



22  probably talking, you know, somewhere between 10



23  and 15 feet.



24                 MR. MERCIER:  And we were just



25  discussing a utility run and some clearing along
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� 1  the public works gravel, log storage, dump area.



 2                 If there's some shrub cut back,



 3  would that increase the view from Ms.



 4  Westmoreland's house, or across the street in



 5  general?  Or is there enough screening in the way



 6  of the tower?



 7                 THE WITNESS (Libertine):  It's --



 8  that's a good question.  The good news is, from my



 9  perspective from an esthetic standpoint, is that



10  any of the clearing is going to be done on the



11  west side of the stone wall itself.  So there's a



12  substantial amount of low-growing vegetation on



13  the road right-of-way to the east of the wall.



14  That would be maintained, so I think we would lose



15  some.  I think that area has been disturbed



16  through the years.



17                 So again, it's scrub vegetation and



18  a lot of that probably is vines climbing up some



19  dead trees as well.  It will probably reestablish



20  itself in a couple of years.  But yeah, I think if



21  we're talking about eight to ten feet of clearing



22  to accommodate the trench, then certainly some of



23  that is going to go, but again it will be on that



24  west side which will help maintain everything



25  along the roadway itself.
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� 1                 MR. MERCIER:  Just to be clear, I



 2  know we talked about shrubs and stuff, but there



 3  are a few larger diameter trees in there, but you



 4  can't work around those.  Most likely those would



 5  have to come down.  This is for the utilities



 6  going from Morehouse Road towards the piles.  You



 7  know, there's a cluster of maybe eight, ten trees.



 8                 THE WITNESS (Burns):  When we first



 9  take the turn off the road it looks like there's



10  maybe three or four more or less trees.  And then



11  we tried to route it around the bigger trees that



12  would impact visibility and we kept it on the



13  public works side of the stone wall.



14                 MR. MERCIER:  Okay.  Thank you.



15                 And Mr. Libertine, while we're



16  discussing this, can you describe the balloon fly



17  today?



18                 THE WITNESS (Libertine):



19                 Certainly.  We've had an



20  approximately four-foot diameter red helium filled



21  balloon tethered at the site since about 7:45 this



22  morning.  What we decided to do today as a fair



23  representation of the overall height, we actually



24  tethered the string to 153 feet with the 4-foot



25  balloon on top so that the top of the balloon was
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� 1  representing 157 feet at the top of the faux



 2  branches of the proposed monopole.



 3                 And the bottom of the balloon at



 4  153 feet, just to give you folks a reference



 5  point, there was some fog, dense fog this morning



 6  that did burn off.  Winds were fairly calm until



 7  about noontime, and then they've picked up



 8  substantially.  And I think by the time that we



 9  did the site walk, you know, we were getting some



10  calm conditions where we had the balloon at full



11  height and there were other times we were probably



12  talking, you know, anywhere from 8 to 15 or more



13  miles an hour wind speed.  So it started bouncing



14  things around quite a bit.



15                 We'll keep the balloon up until 6



16  p.m. as noticed.



17                 MR. MERCIER:  Thank you.  In the



18  application there was discussion -- it was on page



19  16, just about the northern long-eared bat and



20  some outreach to the US Fish and Wildlife service.



21  Was there any response received from the Fish and



22  Wildlife to date?



23                 THE WITNESS (Gustafson):  No



24  response has been received, but in accordance with



25  the guidance policy for consultation on the
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� 1  northern long-eared bat through their streamlined



 2  consultation process, after the 30-day shot clock



 3  expires, if no correspondence is received then



 4  it's deemed to be in compliance.  So -- and no



 5  response was received within 30 days of that



 6  submission.



 7                 MR. MERCIER:  Thank you.



 8                 THE WITNESS (Gustafson):  You're



 9  welcome.



10                 MR. MERCIER:  And the last question



11  I have has to do with some of the service



12  deficiencies described earlier in the public



13  official comments, and I would turn to tab 6 of



14  the application, the 700 megahertz coverage maps.



15  And there was some mention of Route 58 during the



16  earlier comment.  And I just want to determine if



17  Route 58 is adequately covered on this, on the 700



18  megahertz coverage map.



19                 And I believe Route 58, according



20  to the map, is just west of the Hemlock Reservoir,



21  the northern extent.  In the area, there's some



22  beige colors on the map.



23                 So if you turn to proposed 700



24  megahertz coverage, the coverage line is kind of



25  running on Route 58, so I wasn't sure if it's
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� 1  going to be adequately covered or not.



 2                 THE WITNESS (Ulanday):  As a side



 3  note, there's not an adequate coverage along Route



 4  58 basically due to the topography and the terrain



 5  in the area.  And even with the -- with the site



 6  on there, we kind of still see some stretch of --



 7  not really no coverage, but inadequate or



 8  unreliable coverage along Route 58.



 9                 MR. MERCIER:  So about half a mile



10  or so of unreliable coverage, roughly according to



11  the map here?



12                 THE WITNESS (Ulanday):  Roughly,



13  less than a half mile, yes.



14                 MR. MERCIER:  You know, if this



15  site was constructed would there be any other



16  attempt to try to provide service to this stretch



17  of road?  You know, I'm not sure if it's, you



18  know, developed or not.  It seems like a travel



19  corridor.  Wasn't sure if that was in Verizon's,



20  you know, short-term plan to pick this up also.



21                 THE WITNESS (Ulanday):  I'm not



22  kind of sure, but we're actually looking at one,



23  one cell site along -- along this area, but I'm --



24  I just didn't get the exact location of this



25  search area, but we sill have one cell site that
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� 1  is planned in the are and I'm not also sure where



 2  that is right now, but when I designed that I was



 3  looking for a steeple, a church steeple.  And I



 4  just didn't get the location of it, but we're



 5  definitely looking at enhancing that area of



 6  route -- Route 58.



 7                 MR. MERCIER:  Okay.  Thank you.  I



 8  don't have any other questions.  Thank you.



 9                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Continue with the



10  Council.  Mr. Harder.



11                 MR. HARDER:  Yes, thank you.  I



12  have just a couple questions, I guess, on a couple



13  issues.  First, on the public comments, I guess.



14                 Obviously this has been a long



15  process with a number of public proceedings.  I



16  think the application indicated you sent out 23 or



17  24 notices to required property owners and other



18  parties.  Maybe I missed some reference, but how



19  many actual comments did you get back?



20                 THE WITNESS (Vergati):  In response



21  to question number 26 in the interrogatories, with



22  the abutters notices we received all but one.  So



23  21 out of 22 of the certified mailings came back.



24                 MR. HARDER:  Right.  Actually, I



25  understood that, but I was wondering if you had





                            42

� 1  gotten any substantive comments other than just



 2  the certified mailing?



 3                 THE WITNESS (Vergati):  No, not



 4  that we're aware of.



 5                 MR. HARDER:  The other comment or



 6  question, I guess, is on the facility itself.  I



 7  know you've chosen the monopine.  I'm wondering



 8  how do you make the decision to choose that versus



 9  the more, you know, the more traditional tower.



10                 I know obviously in some situations



11  the monopine can blend in, and probably some



12  people prefer that.  But some of the simulated



13  photographs to me look ridiculous.  If I had to



14  make the choice I'd rather see a cell tower.



15                 I'm just wondering, are there



16  typically surveys, or you know, do you get some



17  sense from the public before you make that



18  decision?  And how do you make that decision?



19                 THE WITNESS (Vergati):  Sure.  It's



20  all a matter of opinion, obviously in the eye of



21  the beholder.  During the process with the Town of



22  Easton various designs of stealth were discussed.



23  It was the Town's preference to go with a monopine



24  tree with the understanding that the ultimate



25  decision -- and this is written right into the
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� 1  lease agreement with the Town, section 7-B, is



 2  that the Siting Council will have the ultimate



 3  decision on the type of facility.



 4                 So when we present the visuals we



 5  presented them obviously both as the monopine from



 6  our initial discussions with the Town -- is what



 7  we show on our zoning drawings, our lease exhibits



 8  and the agreement that we'd have with the towns,



 9  that we would lead off in this application, Docket



10  473, with a monopine facility.



11                 At the end of the day with any



12  input from this process, be it the Siting Council



13  members, town officials, the public, we can have



14  that discussion.  If another design is warranted,



15  it makes no difference to Homeland Towers, but



16  again that's how we arrive at that.



17                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Mr. Silvestri?



18                 MR. SILVESTRI:  Thank you, Mr.



19  Chairman.



20                 I wanted to go back to the history



21  of the site, if you will, to try to clear up some



22  confusion I have.  From the First Selectman's



23  comments earlier, it appeared to me that the



24  project was initiated by the Town, as opposed to



25  you folks.
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� 1                 Is that correct that the Town



 2  approached you, or did you have something in the



 3  works?



 4                 THE WITNESS (Vergati):  I can



 5  answer that.  Being the regional manager for



 6  Homeland Towers, I handle the real estate and I'm



 7  the one that's out there looking for sites,



 8  obviously.



 9                 I had approached the prior



10  selectman, Tom Herman back in early -- well, late



11  2011, early 2012, letting him know my intentions



12  looking for a cell site in the area.  We had



13  discussed various locations.  The town properties



14  that were discussed at that point were two



15  locations, 515 Morehouse Road and 244 Beers Road.



16                 I let the First Selectman know,



17  again Tom Herman at that time, that when I do my



18  due diligence we certainly use that for all



19  properties.  But if the Town is interested in



20  hosting a tower on town property we would



21  certainly look at that if it made sense, visually,



22  least environmental impact and so forth.



23                 That was a very long and arduous



24  process with the Town.  It started in basically



25  that February of 2012 with the proposal letter
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� 1  that went out.



 2                 I had appeared up to 15 times



 3  before the planning, zoning and board of selectmen



 4  through this process in various presentations.



 5  During this five years, if you want to say the



 6  timeframe, the Town had reached out to the Siting



 7  Council, asked for coverage plots for Easton and



 8  lack of coverage.



 9                 The Town also did their own



10  internal report from the planning and zoning



11  commission where they evaluated all of the town's



12  properties and looked at, I believe, five or six



13  of them.  And they came up with the conclusion



14  that the Morehouse tract, which they call it the



15  515 Morehouse tract, was the most preferred across



16  the board as far as hitting all the criteria that



17  the Town was looking for.



18                 So that was kind of the process.



19  During that five years as well there was a stop



20  and go.  The Town had -- when I initially had --



21  was working with the Town, they had released an



22  RFP, a request for a proposal to make the process



23  competitive.  Then they put the breaks on that RFP



24  and they reissued another RFP about a year later.



25                 Homeland was -- Homeland Towers was
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� 1  successful in being awarded that bid.  It did go



 2  through the P and Z process, through the 824



 3  referral.  Was ultimately voted on and approved by



 4  P and Z in September, I believe, of 2013.  We



 5  ended up signing a lease, obviously with the Town.



 6  So there's a long history here of when I think



 7  back of all the times I've driven down this way,



 8  about five years, the culmination of my time.



 9                 MR. SILVESTRI:  Thank you for that.



10                 So when you started looking at it



11  you were investigating because of your perception



12  of gaps in coverage, ineffective attempts,



13  capacity type issues.  Would that be correct?



14                 THE WITNESS (Vergati):  When we



15  look at it as a tower developer and we look at an



16  area, we talk to the carriers.  We understand



17  where their needs are and where they're looking.



18                 Knowing some of the history here in



19  town where other carriers have actually looked for



20  sites here in the central portion of Easton, we



21  have a general idea or a very good idea.  It's not



22  a perception that we look at.  It's a very good



23  idea of where we need to look.



24                 We also run our own plots by a



25  third party to confirm that we're looking in the
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� 1  right location, obviously.  Knowing the fact that



 2  I think that a tower or a facility here has not



 3  been constructed here in town since roughly --



 4  2000 was the last facility almost 17, 18 years



 5  ago.



 6                 It's an area that's woefully



 7  underserved and we recognize that as a developer.



 8  And we talk to the carriers and they let us know,



 9  yes, you're looking in the right spot.



10                 MR. SILVESTRI:  If you turn to the



11  responses to interrogatories specifically on page



12  4 for question 6, you do have the ineffective



13  attempts/dropped calls listed for the month of



14  April.



15                 I'm curious on the Easton north 2,



16  where we have .49 percent ineffectives and 2.09



17  percent dropped.  What were actual numbers?



18                 THE WITNESS (Ulanday):  For Easton



19  north through the actual numbers for the IAs is



20  64.  Dropped call count is 271.



21                 MR. SILVESTRI:  Sixty-four and 271.



22  Is that correct.



23                 THE WITNESS (Ulanday):  That's



24  correct.



25                 MR. SILVESTRI:  Thank you.  Then





                            48

� 1  earlier we were talking about Route 58.  If this



 2  project is approved, does approval trigger changes



 3  to these other cell sites that are listed in that



 4  response?  Or would the next step be along Route



 5  8 -- Route 58 as you mentioned before?



 6                 THE WITNESS (Ulanday):  I'm sorry.



 7  I didn't hear.



 8                 MR. SILVESTRI:  I'll repeat it.



 9  The facilities you have listed in the response,



10  Easton north two, Fairfield, Plattsville, et



11  cetera.  Those are towers that are affected now



12  with ineffective attempts and dropped calls.



13                 Should the project we're working on



14  now in Easton be approved do you have to go back



15  to do any type of upgrades, software or otherwise



16  to these?  Or is your next step to look at the



17  Route 48 area and then try to build something else



18  there?



19                 THE WITNESS (Ulanday):  Actually



20  we're looking at both at the same time.  We are



21  aggressively right now upgrading all our cell



22  sites to the latest equipment.  And at the same



23  time we're always looking at the -- where we can



24  still enhance our coverage, especially in this



25  portion of Easton along Route 58.
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� 1                 MR. SILVESTRI:  Okay.  So it's dual



 2  fold?



 3                 THE WITNESS (Ulanday):  It's dual.



 4                 MR. SILVESTRI:  Thank you.  Going



 5  back to the compound and the area that we looked



 6  at today, it's mentioned in the application that



 7  approximately 37 trees are slated to be removed.



 8  Are any new plantings being proposed?



 9                 THE WITNESS (Burns):  At this time



10  there's no new plantings being proposed around the



11  compound.



12                 MR. SILVESTRI:  Also in the



13  compound, looking at SP-1 or 2, the generator



14  seems to be located at the lowest point in that



15  compound.  Was there any thought about moving that



16  further to the east so it's more uphill?  And the



17  reason I bring that up, in the event that there's



18  a spill or leak it would still be kind of confined



19  to the compound as opposed to possibly rolling



20  downhill.



21                 THE WITNESS (Burns):  Verizon's



22  generators sit on top of their steel platform so



23  it's actually sitting on top closest to their



24  equipment cabinets and their battery cabinets



25  because that's what it's serving and it all comes
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� 1  as one unit.



 2                 And that's -- that's where it's a



 3  shared generator.  It's Verizon's generator, so



 4  it's going with their equipment.



 5                 MR. SILVESTRI:  Yeah.  No, I was



 6  just looking at space.  And you know, you have one



 7  corner.  It looks like, gee, maybe it should be



 8  moved back to the other corner.  That was my



 9  thought behind it, but let me stay with the



10  generator.



11                 I asked this question in the field



12  review, and for the record I'll ask it again.



13  There is no natural gas available.  Correct?



14                 THE WITNESS (Burns):  That's not



15  true.  After you asked that in the field we went



16  and investigated.  There is natural gas at the



17  school and I drove Moreland before I came here.



18  And it appears there is visible evidence of



19  natural gas in Moreland.  Size, capacity,



20  pressure, I have no idea.  It was not investigated



21  for any use at the compound.



22                 MR. SILVESTRI:  But there might be



23  a remote possibility we could have a natural gas



24  generator instead of diesel?



25                 THE WITNESS (Burns):  That's a true





                            51

� 1  statement.



 2                 MR. SILVESTRI:  Okay.  For now let



 3  me stay with the diesel.  The specification sheet



 4  that's in attachment seven for the diesel



 5  generator, there's an image that's on the first



 6  generator page there.  Is the fuel tank actually



 7  located somewhere within that image of the



 8  generator?  Or is it separate?



 9                 THE WITNESS (Burns):  The fuel



10  tank, there's a 92-gallon diesel belly fuel tank.



11  It's all one unit and the tank sits underneath the



12  generator.



13                 MR. SILVESTRI:  Okay.  So the



14  picture they have there is all one?



15                 THE WITNESS (Burns):  Correct.  It



16  actually appears as one cabinet.



17                 MR. SILVESTRI:  And you asked my



18  follow-up question about the 92 gallons.  Thank



19  you.



20                 THE WITNESS (Burns):  You're



21  welcome.



22                 MR. SILVESTRI:  What is the rupture



23  basin alarm?



24                 THE WITNESS (Burns):  The -- the



25  generator is -- has a leak detection system both





                            52

� 1  in the panel on the generator.  It also has a



 2  remote alarm, so if there is a leak it's detected



 3  and it alerts Verizon that there -- that there is



 4  a problem with the generator and there's a leak at



 5  the generator.



 6                 MR. SILVESTRI:  So the alarm



 7  enunciates.  You'll get notified remotely --



 8                 THE WITNESS (Burns):  Correct.



 9                 MR. SILVESTRI:  -- at one of your



10  facilities for a response?



11                 THE WITNESS (Burns):  That is



12  correct.



13                 MR. SILVESTRI:  At full load is the



14  fuel consumption of the generator roughly 1.9



15  gallons an hour?



16                 THE WITNESS (Burns):  At a



17  hundred percent I believe the number -- it's close



18  to 1.9.  I think it's actually 1.81 gallons per



19  hour.



20                 MR. SILVESTRI:  So quick math,



21  would a 92-gallon tank, 1.8, 1.9 gallons per hour,



22  a full load you might have 48 that you could run?



23                 THE WITNESS (Burns):  Yeah, you're



24  looking at close to 50 hours running at a hundred.



25                 MR. SILVESTRI:  Excellent.  My math
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� 1  is good.  Thank you.



 2                 THE WITNESS (Burns):  You're



 3  welcome.



 4                 MR. SILVESTRI:  How often would you



 5  anticipate that he tank would need to be refilled



 6  under normal conditions?



 7                 THE WITNESS (Burns):  They run it



 8  once a week for about 20 minutes -- I mean, every



 9  other week for about 20 minutes.  I would think



10  that under normal conditions you're looking at



11  filling it every three months or so, maybe, maybe



12  a little more.



13                 MR. SILVESTRI:  When it's run for



14  maintenance purposes or for otherwise, is it a



15  remote start, or do you need somebody present



16  there?



17                 THE WITNESS (Burns):  I believe



18  it's a remote start.



19                 MR. SILVESTRI:  Even for



20  maintenance purposes?



21                 THE WITNESS (Burns):  I believe so,



22  yes.



23                 MR. SILVESTRI:  Okay.  To refill



24  the tank, how would refilling be accomplished?



25  Would that be a contractor?
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� 1                 THE WITNESS (Burns):  Yes, they're



 2  going to have to come out and pull the hose and



 3  fill the tank, yes.



 4                 MR. SILVESTRI:  How do they have



 5  access to the compound?



 6                 THE WITNESS (Burns):  They will



 7  more than likely have their own lock on the



 8  compound, or know what the combination to get into



 9  the compound is.



10                 MR. SILVESTRI:  Would they be on



11  their own, or would they be supervised?



12                 THE WITNESS (Burns):  I don't know



13  the answer to that.  I believe they're on their



14  own, but they probably -- probably have to alert



15  the construction manager who represents that site



16  that they're going to be in there.



17                 MR. SILVESTRI:  Okay.  One of the



18  comments we received from I think it was DPH



19  talked about spill prevention measures, and they



20  had looked at possibly an impervious surface that



21  you'd have for refilling.  My question is,



22  actually would a portable truck berm be available



23  that could protect any spills from getting into



24  the environment?



25                 THE WITNESS (Burns):  I'm sorry.  I
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� 1  missed that.  Portable truck?



 2                 MR. SILVESTRI:  Berm?



 3                 THE WITNESS (Burns):  Berm.



 4                 MR. SILVESTRI:  I hate to use the



 5  word "blowup," but it's kind of like a blowup area



 6  that you'd situate it so.  The truck would drive



 7  into it, and if anything happened with the truck



 8  during a refilling operation it would be



 9  contained.



10                 THE WITNESS (Burns):  With the



11  configuration as it sits now that is not the way



12  it's designed.  We would have to investigate



13  further if that would be something that could



14  work.  It would -- it would mean the separation of



15  the generator from the equipment, which isn't



16  necessarily the end of the world, but the idea



17  with Verizon's equipment is that it's compact.



18                 It's actually delivered to the site



19  on the platform with the cabinets attached.  And



20  they just put it right on the piers and it's good



21  to go.



22                 So I suppose it's -- it's something



23  that could -- in my experience we haven't done it



24  on any site.



25                 MR. SILVESTRI:  Yeah, the concern
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� 1  is more with you bring the truck there to refill



 2  it.  You have a hose.  What type of spill



 3  prevention measures do you have?



 4                 THE WITNESS (Burns):  Well, there's



 5  a containment system built into the generator.



 6                 MR. SILVESTRI:  Correct.



 7                 THE WITNESS (Burns):  So the



 8  generator itself for a spill can hold, I believe



 9  it's 125 percent capacity, but as far as a spill



10  from the truck itself refilling, there's no



11  prevention for that.  It's just normal, you know,



12  his normal maintenance and code that he has to



13  abide by when he's delivering fuel.



14                 MR. SILVESTRI:  There's a number of



15  precautions, shall we say, that are normally put



16  into place.  And that was really the concern of my



17  question, is to make sure that we do have adequate



18  spill protection containment, countermeasures,



19  cleanup, whatever we have for that type of system.



20                 That's all I have, Mr. Chairman.



21  Thank you.



22                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you.



23                 Mr. Hannon.



24                 MR. HANNON:  Thank you,



25  Mr. Chairman.
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� 1                 I had a number of questions that



 2  have already been asked and answered.  I made a



 3  comment out in the field, so I'll just reiterate



 4  that, that there was an issue that I had with the



 5  aerial photos that showed where the location of



 6  the underground utilities would be.  And it's been



 7  explained by a couple of people that it's actually



 8  the engineer diagrams that are depicting where the



 9  line is, so I'm fine there.



10                 The tower sharing.  It's 150 feet.



11  Could it be expanded?



12                 THE WITNESS (Vergati):  Was your



13  question, could it be expanded?



14                 MR. HANNON:  Yes.



15                 THE WITNESS (Vergati):  Per our



16  lease document that the Town -- it is written into



17  the actual lease document that the height of the



18  facility is 150 feet, excluding any appurtenances.



19  And anything above the 150 would have to receive



20  the written approval by the Town.



21                 MR. HANNON:  And if it was to be



22  expanded, I'm assuming that the antennas of the



23  Town would -- at least those at the top would go



24  up also.  Because I think the lowest ones are also



25  town antenna or dishes, so those would remain the
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� 1  same.  But if it was expanding, I'm assuming then



 2  that the three units on the top would also rise



 3  with the expansion of the unit?



 4                 THE WITNESS (Vergati):  Typically



 5  with town equipment they have transmit and receive



 6  antennas, and they like to be at the highest for



 7  transmit, I believe, and the lowest for a receive.



 8  If it was extended I would assume that the Town



 9  may want to still keep that highest spot on the



10  tower.



11                 MR. HANNON:  I had some questions



12  about the 37 trees, but that's already been asked



13  and answered.  Can you give me an approximate



14  distance between where the tower is going and



15  where the animal shelter is?



16                 THE WITNESS (Vergati):  The



17  approximate distance is about 330 feet away so the



18  animal shelter is basically southwest -- southeast



19  of the proposed facility.



20                 MR. HANNON:  Okay.



21                 THE WITNESS (Vergati):  The animal



22  shelter has an AMSL of roughly 380 feet.  Our site



23  is roughly 440 AMSL.



24                 MR. HANNON:  Okay.  And then to



25  follow up on the natural gas, is there more than a
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� 1  remote chance that if natural gas is available



 2  there would be a natural gas unit?



 3                 THE WITNESS (Burns):  It's hard to



 4  say only because I don't know what the pressure is



 5  out there and if it can handle what we're going to



 6  ask it to handle.  And if that's the case, you may



 7  have to upgrade the main for some distance.  So



 8  it's tough for me to answer that.



 9                 MR. HANNON:  Right, but assuming



10  that the pressure was okay, then going with a



11  natural gas generator should be a reasonable



12  request, I would think?



13                 THE WITNESS (Burns):  It's really



14  the carrier's call.  That's a request that could



15  be answered.  I don't know if I could answer you



16  yes or no at that, but it is a request.



17                 MR. HANNON:  Okay.  And then to



18  follow up on Mr. Silvestri's line of questioning,



19  my understanding is typically if you had a



20  contractor that's going out to these sites to add



21  diesel fuel to the tanks they would most likely



22  carry or have an emergency spill kit on site.



23                 So I'm assuming you would not



24  maintain one on site, but that the contractor



25  coming it would be required to maintain that on
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� 1  site or on the trucks?



 2                 THE WITNESS (Burns):  That's true.



 3                 MR. HANNON:  Okay.  I have no other



 4  questions.  Thank you.



 5                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you.



 6                 Dr. Klemens.



 7                 DR. KLEMENS:  Thank you,



 8  Mr. Chairman.  I have a series of different



 9  questions.  I guess I'll start with the generator



10  also.



11                 I noticed the gas connections



12  outside the school, and I'm looking at the letter



13  that we received and you have from the drinking



14  water section of the Department of Public Health,



15  and all the things that they're recommending.



16                 The closest wetland downslope from



17  the proposed compound is how many feet?



18                 THE WITNESS (Vergati):  It's



19  322 feet to the west, closest wetland.



20                 DR. KLEMENS:  And that is?  What is



21  that wetland?  What does it feed into?



22                 THE WITNESS (Gustafson):  That



23  wetland system drains to the south, southwest and



24  it's part of the public water supply watershed



25  system.  So it eventually drains into the
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� 1  reservoir.



 2                 DR. KLEMENS:  Is that part of the



 3  Cricker Brook watershed that it's draining into?



 4                 THE WITNESS (Gustafson):  I believe



 5  that's correct, yes.



 6                 DR. KLEMENS:  Okay.  So continuing



 7  with the generator questions.  Something happens



 8  to the generator which is now placed, as you've



 9  said, at the very lowest point, 300 or so feet.



10                 What is the attenuation factor if



11  you had a partial or a complete failure of that?



12  Would the fuel in that attenuate through 300 feet



13  plus or minus of woodland and soil?  Or would this



14  eventually reach the public drinking water supply



15  if we had a catastrophic failure or a large spill?



16                 THE WITNESS (Gustafson):  It's a



17  very good question, Dr. Klemens.  I think it's a



18  little difficult to come up with a proper response



19  because there it is a considerable distance to



20  that wetland resource.



21                 However, you are looking at this



22  individual geology being thin glacial till with



23  bedrock outcrops, and without having a good



24  understanding of the bedrock geology and the



25  potential for fissures to connect to a shallow
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� 1  bedrock aquifer, there is still a potential that



 2  there could be some groundwater contamination as a



 3  result of a catastrophic release.



 4                 DR. KLEMENS:  So again, here's



 5  another member of the Council really encouraging



 6  looking at the gas solution for that reason.



 7                 Let's talk what no one has really



 8  spoke about, the location of this particular



 9  compound.  And I guess it begs the question,



10  you're building the compound.  You're building a



11  road.  You've got a field.  Then you're cutting



12  through a stone wall into a forest, and it just



13  seems to me logically the sensible thing to do



14  would be to end, have that compound tucked in the



15  corner of that open field.  It's ten feet higher



16  and you don't have the loss of that forested



17  habitat, which we're going to get into the quality



18  of that habitat in a moment.



19                 But what is driving this sort of,



20  what I view as unnecessary environmental



21  destruction?  We're charged with balancing public



22  need with environmental stewardship.  I just don't



23  see what we gain by cutting into that forest



24  except environmental destruction that's



25  unnecessary.
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� 1                 THE WITNESS (Vergati):  I can



 2  answer that question, Dr. Klemens.  We had worked



 3  with the town officials obviously on the location



 4  of the facility on the property through various



 5  interaction and feedback from town officials, and



 6  they accompanied us on a few site visits.



 7                 There was initial talk of



 8  potentially putting it in the actual DPW storage



 9  yard.  We felt that it was inappropriate in a



10  sense that we wanted to get it further west away



11  from Morehouse Road and get it more into a general



12  screening area.



13                 The town sentiments were that they



14  wanted it tucked in the woods, because the open



15  fields right now that are there, they don't know



16  if they want to keep them as open space, if they



17  want to extend the playing fields and so forth.  I



18  think at some point there was even talk about



19  maybe a sledding park in that area.



20                 So the sentiment was to put it into



21  the woods to gain some natural screening for the



22  base of the tower as well as the equipment, not



23  knowing 10, 15 years down the road if there would



24  be activities in those fields.  And if there were



25  it was the Town's opinion that they wanted to have
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� 1  the screening of the facility in the woods.



 2                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Mr. Hannon has a



 3  followup.



 4                 MR. HANNON:  Thank you,



 5  Mr. Chairman.



 6                 On one of the questions I was



 7  originally looking at was where the underground



 8  utilities were originally depicted.  And I know



 9  that it's changed, but can you explain why the



10  location changed?  Did that have something to do



11  with the Town not wanting that going through their



12  area?



13                 THE WITNESS (Vergati):  I would



14  have to take a look at my records on the utility



15  route and how it changed from the initial



16  presentation, keeping in mind that when we



17  designed these sites we don't have the benefit of



18  doing the utility walk, in this case, with UI.



19  That comes further in the application process.



20                 I know -- I believe there is an



21  open space area over by the original location



22  where the utilities were to come in.  I believe,



23  and I'll double check and maybe we can discuss it



24  during our break, that there may be some wetlands



25  over there as well that we wanted to keep away
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� 1  from coming in from that area.  So we felt best to



 2  route it in the current configuration.



 3                 MR. HANNON:  Okay.  Thank you.



 4                 DR. KLEMENS:  Well, as we see from



 5  many dockets, oftentimes the lessees -- although



 6  the lessors, rather, like to put it in places that



 7  benefit them to the maximum, but it doesn't always



 8  benefit the environment and other aspects.  So I



 9  am not moved by that argument.



10                 Let me continue to ask questions



11  about that habit.  Let's talk about that area that



12  you plan to put the compound into.  Could you



13  describe the underlying geology of that?



14                 THE WITNESS (Gustafson):  The area



15  of the proposed compound consists of glacial till



16  deposits.  It's thin glacial till soils overlying



17  shallow to bedrock gaps, as well as exposed --



18  areas of exposed bedrock.



19                 So it consists as a result -- or



20  the resulting forest is characterized as an upland



21  dry/mesic oak hickory dominant forest habitat.



22                 DR. KLEMENS:  So you've just said



23  this is an upland dry forest dry/mesic forest?



24                 THE WITNESS (Gustafson):  Correct.



25                 DR. KLEMENS:  And you have red
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� 1  cedar in there.  You have pignut.  You have oak.



 2  Correct?



 3                 THE WITNESS (Gustafson):  That's



 4  correct.



 5                 DR. KLEMENS:  And you have a stone



 6  wall that separates that from the field.  And in



 7  your professional experience, do these stone walls



 8  effectively act as barricades to a lot of small



 9  wildlife, natural -- or sort of a human created



10  barricade that would keep turtles, frogs,



11  salamanders maybe from wandering into the field?



12  Is there some function that that stone wall might



13  have?



14                 THE WITNESS (Gustafson):  Yes.



15  Yeah, that's -- that's my experience as well, that



16  they -- they afford, you know, some type of



17  barrier.  They also afford some habitat, some



18  microhabitat for, you know, snakes, small mammals



19  as well, as well as forming a barrier for, you



20  know, migrating turtles and other animals.



21                 DR. KLEMENS:  Now as I read through



22  the report there's been no biological survey, no



23  inventory done of the biota of what might be on



24  that dry/mesic forest glacial till area lying



25  above a wetlands system?
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� 1                 THE WITNESS (Gustafson):  That's



 2  correct.  No formal survey has been performed of



 3  that area.



 4                 DR. KLEMENS:  And you're looking at



 5  Donna McKay's letter from the NDDB.  They did not



 6  anticipate any impacts based on what they knew,



 7  but left the door open that, in fact, site surveys



 8  may reveal other species.



 9                 It wasn't just that it was -- she



10  said there were no impacts based on what they had



11  in their file, but there could be state listed



12  species discovered as part of the survey of that



13  site?



14                 THE WITNESS (Gustafson):  That's



15  obviously a potential, and the language that the



16  State uses for these type of reviews where they



17  don't have any records, they always include that



18  caveated language that there's always a potential



19  for encountering other listed species.



20                 DR. KLEMENS:  So this wetland that



21  basically is 300 and some feet off, you have no



22  idea what is in that wetland biologically?



23                 THE WITNESS (Gustafson):  That's



24  correct.  We did a -- we determined the



25  jurisdictional boundary of that wetland and the
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� 1  major cover type for the flora within that system,



 2  but not a fauna survey.



 3                 DR. KLEMENS:  You actually were in



 4  that wetland?



 5                 THE WITNESS (Gustafson):  Yes.



 6                 DR. KLEMENS:  So did you see any



 7  potential that there could be vernal pool



 8  indicators and species using that wetland?



 9                 THE WITNESS (Gustafson):  In my



10  opinion, for the delineated portion of that



11  wetland area there would not be.  It is



12  essentially a dry topographic swale that has some



13  seasonal saturated soils.  There's no inundation



14  of any measurable depth within the reach of that



15  delineation.



16                 As you move through that wetland



17  system it becomes more expansive.  You know, our



18  survey limits are -- may be extended 500 feet from



19  the facility.  We still didn't observe any type of



20  vernal -- potential for vernal pool habitat, but I



21  would anticipate as you move much further distant



22  to the west and southwest within the interior of



23  that wetland system where it expands in size, that



24  you know, there certainly could be a cryptic



25  habitat, but at that point we're probably
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� 1  approaching a thousand feet from the proposed



 2  facility.



 3                 DR. KLEMENS:  Okay.  So what you're



 4  saying is basically based on your investigations,



 5  knowing that vernal pool species will use the



 6  adjacent uplands, you think the potential for that



 7  slope to be used by vernal pool obligate species



 8  within that wetland is quite small based on what



 9  you observed in that wetland?



10                 THE WITNESS (Gustafson):  I'd --



11  yes, I would.  I think that's a fair assessment.



12  I think there's always a potential when you have



13  wetlands within 50, 100 feet that you could always



14  come across a wood frog because their migration



15  distance can be quite distant from their natal



16  pools.  But I think those occurrences would be



17  fairly rare in this particular location.



18                 DR. KLEMENS:  Well, let's leave the



19  vernal pool obligates, and let's focus on box



20  turtles.  You've obviously spent a lot of time, as



21  have I, looking at different habitats that support



22  box turtles.



23                 Based on the sort of gestalt of



24  what you saw in that forest and field and wetland



25  complex, would you think this would constitute a
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� 1  box turtle habitat?



 2                 THE WITNESS (Gustafson):  I would.



 3  I think it has the compilation of different



 4  habitat types where I would not be -- be surprised



 5  to come across a box turtle in that area, you



 6  know, regardless of whether there were no records



 7  from the State.



 8                 It does have, you know, certain



 9  characteristics where if I were, you know, walking



10  through and spent, you know, a considerable amount



11  of time on that habitat doing a fauna survey, that



12  you know, at some point in time I wouldn't be



13  surprised to find a box turtle in that area.



14                 DR. KLEMENS:  So having said that,



15  if one goes forward and places this compound, in



16  which I think is not a very wise place for what



17  I've said before, but would you, would Verizon



18  agree to the turtle protection protocols that DEEP



19  uses standardly?



20                 THE WITNESS (Gustafson):  I think



21  the applicant would be amenable to incorporating,



22  you know, some type of box turtle protection plan.



23  Similar views done on other dockets in front of



24  the Council, and we could incorporate those into



25  the D and M plan, should the Council approve this
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� 1  facility.



 2                 DR. KLEMENS:  Of course, all of



 3  that could be avoided if one placed it on the



 4  other side of the stone wall in the field.



 5  Correct?



 6                 THE WITNESS (Gustafson):  I would



 7  agree with that statement, yes.



 8                 DR. KLEMENS:  So the most -- the



 9  least risk to the turtles would be placing it in



10  the corner of the field?



11                 THE WITNESS (Gustafson):  I would



12  agree that there would be a lower risk with the



13  placement in the field.



14                 DR. KLEMENS:  Thank you for that.



15  I'm just want to do a couple things on the



16  simulations, and some of this has already been



17  stated by Mr. Harder.  He actually used the exact



18  same word I thought when I was looking at some of



19  that, sort of ridiculous.



20                 I want to really direct your



21  attention to simulation number one.  And there are



22  two photographs there, two simulations.  Can you



23  tell me what this -- there's a large pole like



24  item on the right-hand side.  Let's see -- yes, on



25  the right-hand side photograph.
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� 1                 What is that?  That's standing



 2  almost at the same visual elevation height as the



 3  monopine, or the tower.  Is that a field light or



 4  something?



 5                 THE WITNESS (Libertine):  I believe



 6  they are light stanchions.  There's several of



 7  them scattered throughout, especially as you move



 8  to the right, Dr. Klemens.



 9                 DR. KLEMENS:  So I'm looking -- and



10  I think you're right.  I think that's what they



11  are.  So I'm looking at these two together and I



12  cannot see how -- this monopine does look very odd



13  sitting there.  You already have things that are



14  standing up, poles.



15                 There you have another pole with



16  some antennas on it.  Certainly, at least from my



17  perspective, it's much less visually intrusive.



18  You want to comment on that?



19                 THE WITNESS (Libertine):  If I



20  must, certainly.



21                 We've actually had a go around



22  about this.  My own opinion is that the monopine



23  doesn't really work here.  I'm all about context.



24  I probably sound like a broken record in front of



25  you folks saying that.
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� 1                 Ray and I discussed this early on.



 2  It was clear that that was the Town's initial



 3  preference, and then the more we looked at this



 4  and noticed we had significant height above the



 5  treeline, that the monopine, certainly once we did



 6  the simulations it became clear that that was



 7  going to be much bulkier on the horizon.



 8                 So my opinion is that in this case



 9  a traditional monopole certainly is more



10  appropriate, and I think is actually less visually



11  striking.  Because not a lot of visibility overall



12  with this facility, but where you see it, you see



13  it pretty substantially above the trees.  So I



14  would -- I would agree certainly with the



15  assessment of Mr. Harder and yourself in terms of



16  it -- I might not use the exact same terms that



17  you folks used, but I think that certainly sums up



18  I think the general characteristics.



19                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Excuse me.  I have a



20  followup.  When you talked to the Town did you



21  show them these simulations?  Did they have this



22  information?



23                 THE WITNESS (Libertine):  I would



24  have to defer to Mr. Vergati on that.



25                 THE WITNESS (Vergati):  These
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� 1  simulations were completed, I think, in April of



 2  2015.  And yes, copies were sent to the Town.



 3                 THE WITNESS (Libertine):  I think



 4  the Town has good intentions, certainly.  And I



 5  think, you know, the fact is that as we talked



 6  probably ad nauseam before on this issue, that in



 7  the right situation this works.  And I think it



 8  might have been a feeling that, hey, we've got



 9  this, you know, in the trees.  So a tree kind of



10  poking above the trees might look pretty natural.



11                 Unfortunately that just doesn't



12  work here from a lot of the perspectives where you



13  can see it.



14                 DR. KLEMENS:  Well, I remember in



15  Docket 471 just a few weeks ago there was this



16  whole discussion about when you don't have a pine



17  forest these things really are inappropriate.  And



18  I think your case is really made if you look at



19  simulation number seven.



20                 You have one pine tree, but you



21  really start to see that even the screening



22  potential of this, it's drawn to it as opposed



23  to --



24                 THE WITNESS (Libertine):  Right.  I



25  would say from my perspective, photo seven is
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� 1  probably the one spot where you could make the



 2  argument because it doesn't poke above the trees



 3  and it's kind of buried in the trees.  So it's a



 4  little bit more unnatural.



 5                 But you're absolutely right,



 6  Dr. Klemens.  We're talking about an area that



 7  really has very little coniferous coverage.  So it



 8  can be somewhat striking from some of the views.



 9                 DR. KLEMENS:  I sometimes think



10  that there's sort of a sense that, you know, that



11  hiding -- and I hear talk from a lot of people



12  there's a sense, oh, let's hide it in a monopine



13  and I think people don't often think about the



14  ramifications of what that actually will look



15  like.



16                 And I think what you've produced



17  really is very important because it gives us and



18  the Town -- and other people to really look at it.



19  Sometimes what you wish for isn't necessarily



20  going to help you, and I think what you see here



21  is a wonderful example of that.



22                 But I often think people think this



23  is what you have to do over time to hide it, but I



24  think as we've talked about these visual things



25  it's in the eye of the beholder, but sometimes
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� 1  they have unintended consequences.  I certainly



 2  think that this may be a case like that.



 3                 And I thank you, and I have no



 4  further questions, Mr. Chairman.



 5                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you.



 6                 Mr. Lynch?



 7                 MR. LYNCH:  Thank you,



 8  Mr. Chairman.



 9                 A good part about going last is my



10  smarter colleagues have asked all the questions,



11  but I want to follow up on a couple things



12  starting with Mr. Libertine.



13                 And you and I have had the



14  discussion over the years about monopine versus



15  monopole.  And I actually agree with Dr. Klemens.



16  The monopole is a much lower profile here than the



17  monopine.  And in some cases the monopine on the



18  simulations, you want to stand under it and sing



19  Christmas carols.



20                 So is there anything you could do



21  for the standard monopole?  And here so far we've



22  only got one carrier, so there's only one -- going



23  to be one apparatus at the top.  Is there anything



24  you could do to help lower the profile of a



25  standard monopole?
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� 1                 And again, I agree with



 2  Dr. Klemens.  I mean H.L. Mencken said it over a



 3  hundred years ago talking about prohibition.  Be



 4  careful what you wish for, you may get it.



 5                 THE WITNESS (Libertine):  Agreed.



 6                 MR. LYNCH:  So is there anything



 7  you can do color-wise, you know, to somehow lower



 8  this profile of the monopole?



 9                 THE WITNESS (Libertine):  Well, I



10  think there's two things that could at least be



11  considered.  One I can speak to if -- and I just



12  can't remember it and I apologize, what docket it



13  was.  But in Ridgefield we have split the colors.



14  It's a two-tone tower.  It's a -- what I think is



15  probably traditionally called the sky blue at the



16  top.



17                 On a lot of days that works very



18  well.  That actually happens to be a Homeland



19  facility and it came out wonderful.  Not everyday



20  is going to be a beautiful blue-robin sky.



21                 MR. LYNCH:  I understand that.



22                 THE WITNESS (Libertine):  But no



23  matter what we do, I think there's two schools of



24  thought on the coloration.  I think once the steel



25  goes up and starts to whether a bit it tends to
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� 1  dull.  So I'm a firm believer in that, yeah, it



 2  might have somewhat of an industrial look to it,



 3  but it works in the New England landscape to a



 4  great degree on a lot of days during the year.



 5                 I think someone could also make the



 6  argument, boy, if you paint it blue at the top



 7  above the treeline that can work on certain days



 8  as well.  And I think that goes back to a little



 9  bit of the beauty is in the eye of the balder.



10                 But the second piece really comes



11  down to -- I would have to really defer to our RF



12  engineer, but whether or not -- because we have



13  one carrier, and because at some point it sounds



14  as though the Town will be putting their whips on



15  the top.  They'll also be fairly tight together.



16  So it's almost like -- and because it will be



17  see-through it's not going to be a structure, so



18  it won't look massive.



19                 We may want to consider whether or



20  not we can somewhat bring in the antennas, not



21  what I'd call a flush array, but we've seen them



22  where they're not the full 12 or 14-foot platforms



23  that are depicted here in the photo simulations.



24                 So that's something -- I don't know



25  how it affects radiofrequency coverage, so again
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� 1  I'd have to defer to the radiofrequency engineer



 2  on that particular issue.  But those are the two



 3  things that come to mind for this type of a



 4  facility where we have in some cases 70 feet above



 5  the treeline being exposed.



 6                 MR. LYNCH:  The surrounding canopy



 7  is rather low, so you know, that makes it, whether



 8  it's a tree or a monopole stick out even more?



 9                 THE WITNESS (Libertine):  Agreed.



10                 MR. LYNCH:  Mr. Vergati, is the



11  Town actually married to the monopine?  Or were



12  they open to looking at a standard monopole?



13                 THE WITNESS (Vergati):  I certainly



14  don't want to speak for the Town.  I know there



15  was input obviously from the board of selectmen



16  and P and Z and land use and so forth.  That's a



17  conversation I would be certainly happy to have.



18                 I think we had the foresight when



19  we were doing the lease to put that language in



20  that, again the ultimate decision on design is



21  with the Siting Council.  But I can certainly have



22  that conversation with the first selectman and the



23  other officials.



24                 MR. LYNCH:  And also, Mr. Vergati,



25  I thought I heard you say earlier that the Town is
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� 1  set at 150 feet and no higher.  You know, if the



 2  FCC, Mr. Libertine, comes along and tells another



 3  carrier they can go higher there's nothing the



 4  Town or this Council can do about it.  They can go



 5  higher?



 6                 THE WITNESS (Vergati):  Actually,



 7  they can't.  If we're on a private property and



 8  there was no height cap written into a lease



 9  agreement, and the 6409, that middle tax class



10  relief came along, and a carrier wanted to go



11  higher, then, yes, we could as a tower developer



12  extent that tower 20 feet.



13                 In this case there is a lease



14  agreement in place that specifically caps the



15  height to be 150 feet, and the only way it could



16  be higher than 150 would -- again to be -- to



17  receive written approval from the Town to do that.



18                 MR. LYNCH:  I'll leave that to our



19  legal people down at the other end.



20                 I think I'm almost finished.



21                 I couldn't ask the fire chief or



22  the police chief earlier, but is the fire



23  department a volunteer fire department.



24                 THE WITNESS (Vergati):  I'll speak



25  to that.  It's a hybrid fire department.  It
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� 1  sounds like it's made up of both volunteer and



 2  paid.



 3                 MR. LYNCH:  I'm done, Mr. Chairman.



 4                 DR. KLEMENS:  So if the Town is



 5  concerned about the height of the tower and you



 6  have this sort of FCC -- which I think maybe we'll



 7  hear whether or not what you, Mr. Vergati said is



 8  actually legal -- but one way to hedge your bets



 9  would be a 140-foot tower at the site that I



10  recommended, which is ten feet higher.



11                 And that in the worst-case scenario



12  if you have to extend that tower, you would still



13  be quite -- about 160 feet only.  That's just a



14  comment, a reason to reconsider where you're



15  putting the compound.



16                 Thank you.



17                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  Thank you.



18  We're now going to give an opportunity for the



19  other party, Ms. Westmoreland to cross-examine.



20                 MS. WESTMORELAND:  I'll try and



21  keep it as brief as I can.



22                 What kind of impact from increased



23  truck traffic are we likely to see on Morehouse



24  Road?  And what do you propose to do to minimize



25  the impact?
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� 1                 THE WITNESS (Burns):  During



 2  construction there will be an increase in truck



 3  traffic, but once the compound is up and running



 4  the reality is it gets visited probably once a



 5  month by a tech in a pickup truck.  And even then



 6  sometimes it goes longer than a month, depending



 7  on what their schedules are.



 8                 MS. WESTMORELAND:  And have you



 9  given any thought to planting around this site so



10  that it is less visible from the surrounding



11  community?  Certainly you could put some



12  fast-growing pines in.



13                 THE WITNESS (Vergati):  The way



14  it's designed right now, set back into the wooded



15  area there was no plans to do any landscaping at



16  the base of the tower.



17                 MS. WESTMORELAND:  And do you



18  realize that most of Easton is on a well system,



19  so any leakage from the tower would go directly



20  into the community well system, aside from the



21  reservoir that you have mentioned in fact?



22                 MR. BALDWIN:  Ms. Westmoreland,



23  just for clarification, you said community wells,



24  or private?



25                 MS. WESTMORELAND:  Private, private
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� 1  wells.



 2                 MR. BALDWIN:  So not a community



 3  well system, but private wells.



 4                 MS. WESTMORELAND:  No, but private.



 5  Most people in town are on private wells.



 6                 THE WITNESS (Burns):  The feeling



 7  is with the generator and the containment system



 8  that comes with it, that the protection will be



 9  there to prevent spills.



10                 MS. WESTMORELAND:  And can you name



11  one positive thing that this would entail for the



12  direct neighbors that is not being given to the



13  rest of the town?



14                 THE WITNESS (Vergati):  I would say



15  probably not.  I mean, certainly the residents in



16  the area will benefit from increased cell coverage



17  and enhanced public safety.



18                 MS. WESTMORELAND:  But that would



19  be basically the benefit that the rest of the town



20  is receiving at essentially the neighbors'



21  expense.



22                 THE WITNESS (Libertine):  I'm not



23  sure I would characterize it that way, but I think



24  it's similar to the existing facilities at the



25  school and the DPW.  It's a benefit for the
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� 1  community in general.



 2                 MS. WESTMORELAND:  And do any of



 3  you live near a cell tower, or do you plan to live



 4  near a cell tower in the near future?



 5                 THE WITNESS (Libertine):  I can say



 6  at this end of the table, certainly it lives



 7  within sights -- line of sight of cell towers,



 8  yes.  They're ubiquitous these days.  They're



 9  about -- not as common as telephone poles, but



10  they're getting there.  That's the reality.



11                 THE WITNESS (Burns):  I can see



12  three from my house.



13                 MS. WESTMORELAND:  And I would like



14  to make a statement, if I may?



15                 THE CHAIRMAN:  When it's your turn



16  for appearance -- your cross-examine you can make



17  a brief, but not --



18                 MS. WESTMORELAND:  Perfect.  Okay.



19  And I was under the impression based on the



20  documents that you provided that you were going to



21  put in a 1500 megahertz additional system on top



22  of the 700 that had previously been mentioned.  Is



23  that incorrect?



24                 I read something about you need to



25  upgrade for the potential for increased use of a
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� 1  tower and increased uses by potentially Fairfield?



 2                 THE WITNESS (Ulanday):  I'm



 3  guessing you may be talking about Verizon



 4  deploying all of its license frequencies, because



 5  initially we are just deploying the 700 megahertz



 6  and 2100 megahertz frequencies.  And we still have



 7  the 850 megahertz and the 1900 megahertz in our



 8  pocket just in case we need to deploy them.



 9                 MS. WESTMORELAND:  And so



10  potentially you would put them in at the base of



11  this tower?



12                 THE WITNESS (Ulanday):  The



13  antennas would still be up on the 145 level



14  reserved for Verizon.



15                 MS. WESTMORELAND:  So I take it



16  that's a yes?



17                 THE WITNESS (Ulanday):  The



18  equipment will go inside the compound.



19                 MS. WESTMORELAND:  And how much of



20  this tower potentially would be used by the Town



21  of Fairfield instead of the Town of Easton?



22                 THE WITNESS (Vergati):  Right now



23  there's no proposed equipment on the tower by the



24  Town of Fairfield.



25                 MS. WESTMORELAND:  But I read that
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� 1  potentially you would use it for Fairfield?



 2                 THE WITNESS (Vergati):  I think if



 3  your question is, would the residents of Fairfield



 4  benefit from the coverage, I would leave that to



 5  RF to answer, I guess.  I suspect they might.  I



 6  believe the Fairfield town line is roughly



 7  2100 feet away.



 8                 THE WITNESS (Ulanday):  That's



 9  correct.  The northern portion of Fairfield would



10  benefit from the cell coverage from this tower.



11                 MS. WESTMORELAND:  And so how much,



12  proportionately given the population of Easton and



13  the population of Fairfield, would this tower be



14  represented for just Easton?



15                 THE WITNESS (Ulanday):  I believe



16  we answered the portion with Easton, but with



17  Fairfield we didn't.



18                 Well, the majority of the coverage



19  would be in Easton.  And so I'd say with the



20  population number that we stated in the



21  interrogatories, the majority of it will be



22  residents of Easton.



23                 MS. WESTMORELAND:  Like 51 percent?



24  75 percent?  85 percent?



25                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Excuse me.  If you
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� 1  have an answer in percentages, fine.  But if you



 2  don't, just say you don't so we can go on.



 3                 THE WITNESS (Ulanday):  I don't



 4  have the exact percentage.



 5                 MS. WESTMORELAND:  Okay.  And what



 6  other commercial sites were considered besides the



 7  town property?



 8                 THE WITNESS (Vergati):  There was a



 9  total of 15 sites that were looked at, both town



10  properties, Aquarion properties, private



11  properties.  And this site was chosen.



12                 MS. WESTMORELAND:  And when you put



13  in the underground line for the power to the



14  tower, why not just put the whole thing



15  underground and not put up a new pole?  We have a



16  tendency to have a lot of storms with trees coming



17  down.  It takes down the power for the whole



18  street.



19                 THE WITNESS (Burns):  We walked the



20  site with UI and that is what their requirement



21  us.  If it was up to us we would run underground



22  from the pole, but they need to set a new -- their



23  desire, they're directing us to set a new pole



24  about, I think it's 30 to 50 feet from the



25  existing one to put in, to go underground from
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� 1  there.



 2                 MS. WESTMORELAND:  I think that



 3  concludes my questions.



 4                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  Stay there,



 5  but now you will be -- so we'll start with



 6  swearing-in.



 7



 8  P A M E L A   W E S T M O R E L A N D,



 9       called as a witness, being first duly sworn



10       by the Executive Director, was examined and



11       testified on her oath follows:



12                 THE CHAIRMAN:  We have, as far as



13  the exhibit, I think it was your request for party



14  status.  Question is -- the only question really



15  is, did you author that?



16                 MS. WESTMORELAND:  Yes, I did.



17                 THE CHAIRMAN:  And it's accurate to



18  the best of your knowledge?



19                 MS. WESTMORELAND:  Yes, it is.



20                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  Is there any



21  objection to it being admitted?



22                 MR. BALDWIN:  No, Mr. Chairman.



23                 THE CHAIRMAN:  So your exhibit is



24  admitted.  And we'll now continue with



25  cross-examination by staff and then Council.
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� 1                 MR. MERCIER:  Thank you.  As Mr.



 2  Libertine testified to earlier, there was a ballon



 3  fly today, and you walked the site.  Did you have



 4  the opportunity to go to your residence and try to



 5  look for the balloon from your property today?



 6                 MS. WESTMORELAND:  I did not notice



 7  it, but I haven't looked for it either.



 8                 MR. MERCIER:  Okay.  Thank you.  I



 9  have no other questions.



10                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Mr. Harder?



11                 MR. HARDER:  No questions.



12                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Mr. Silvestri?



13                 MR. SILVESTRI:  Thank you,



14  Mr. Chairman.



15                 You had mentioned wells.  Are most



16  of the residences on Morehouse serviced by wells?



17                 MS. WESTMORELAND:  I don't know.  I



18  can only guess.



19                 MR. SILVESTRI:  Is yours?



20                 MS. WESTMORELAND:  Mine is not.  We



21  converted to city water.



22                 MR. SILVESTRI:  Are they also



23  serviced by septic tanks?



24                 MS. WESTMORELAND:  Yes.



25                 MR. SILVESTRI:  And do you know if
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� 1  the school is serviced by well or municipal water?



 2                 MS. WESTMORELAND:  I don't know.



 3                 MR. SILVESTRI:  Okay.  That's all I



 4  have.  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.



 5                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Mr. Hannon.



 6                 MR. HANNON:  I have nothing,



 7  Mr. Chairman.



 8                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Dr. Klemens.



 9                 DR. KLEMENS:  Thank you,



10  Mr. Chairman.



11                 In your petition you said you don't



12  contest the tower, but you want to see it moved?



13                 MS. WESTMORELAND:  Well, I



14  recognize the need that the town has for cell



15  service.  I mean, that's clear.  I can't say that



16  I am thrilled by it's location.



17                 We have the dog pound.  We have the



18  DPW dump, and now we're going to have a cell



19  tower.  This is not a confluence of events that I



20  find appealing.



21                 DR. KLEMENS:  Do you have any



22  comment?  Did you follow the suggestion I had of



23  moving the tower into the edge of the field?  Does



24  that give you any benefit?  Worse?  Better?



25  Indifferent?
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� 1                 MS. WESTMORELAND:  I'm not sure



 2  that it bothers me one way or another, but I do



 3  believe that the Town, when they initially started



 4  having hearings about putting a cell tower in near



 5  the school there was a lot of local objection to



 6  perceived risk from electromagnetic radiation, or



 7  whatever else might come with a cell tower.  So



 8  moving it closer to the school and the ballfields



 9  probably isn't something the community would be



10  that thrilled about.



11                 DR. KLEMENS:  And you've probably



12  looked in the application.  You're aware that --



13  did you see the tower, Trumbull west and all those



14  other towers that make up Verizon's network there



15  that are in adjacent towns --



16                 MS. WESTMORELAND:  I've seen the



17  tower in Westport.  I go by it every day on the



18  Merritt.



19                 DR. KLEMENS:  Sorry, I'm talking.



20  Did you look at the maps in the docket application



21  which showed the location, the propagation maps



22  which showed all their different towers that



23  Verizon has in the area?



24                 MS. WESTMORELAND:  Apparently not.



25                 DR. KLEMENS:  Okay.  Because many
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� 1  of those towers are in adjacent municipalities and



 2  I would imagine that many of them are benefiting



 3  Easton residents.



 4                 MS. WESTMORELAND:  I can tell you I



 5  am not benefiting from any cell location, that I



 6  can think of.  Cell reception at my house is



 7  terrible.



 8                 DR. KLEMENS:  Okay.  I have no



 9  further questions, Mr. Chairman.  Thank you.



10                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Mr. Lynch.



11                 MR. LYNCH:  Who is your carrier at



12  your house?



13                 MS. WESTMORELAND:  Verizon.



14                 MR. LYNCH:  Thank you.  No more



15  questions, Mr. Chairman.



16                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Cross-examination by



17  Attorney Baldwin?



18                 MR. BALDWIN:  I don't have any



19  questions, Mr. Chairman.  Thank you.



20                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  Well, your



21  duty as an expert witness has now been terminated.



22  You did an excellent job.



23                 And the Council is going to take



24  the opportunity to break, to recess until 7 p.m.



25  And at 7 p.m. we will reconvene for comments by
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� 1  the public.



 2                 PAMELA WESTMORELAND:  Might I make



 3  a statement now, as opposed to coming back at



 4  seven o'clock and making a statement?



 5                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  I'm sorry.



 6  Go ahead.



 7                 PAMELA WESTMORELAND:  So just a



 8  couple of things that you all have talked about.



 9                 The reason I bring up the Westport



10  cell tower is because I believe it is a monopole



11  tower.  It's steel.  You can see it from miles



12  around.  It's the ugliest thing that I can think



13  of as you pass by on the Merritt.  I don't view



14  that as an improvement over a kind of ridiculous



15  looking monopine.



16                 The monopine that's on Wilbur Cross



17  as you go into New York looks rather nice.  If



18  that were what we were going to get, that would be



19  better than a steel tower with stuff sticking up



20  out of the top.



21                 I think, you know, there is natural



22  gas on the street.  I don't know, you know, what



23  the flow rate is or anything like that.  We



24  converted to natural gas about a year and a half



25  ago.  That's all I have to say.
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� 1                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Again.  Thank you



 2  very much.  And again, we'll break until 7 p.m.



 3  Thank you.



 4                 (Whereupon, the witnesses were



 5  excused and the above proceedings were concluded



 6  at 4:53 p.m.)



 7
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� 1                      CERTIFICATE



 2



 3       I hereby certify that the foregoing 95 pages



 4  are a complete and accurate computer-aided



 5  transcription of my original verbatim notes taken



 6  of the Siting Council Meeting in Re:  Docket No.



 7  473, APPLICATION FROM HOMELAND TOWERS LLC AND



 8  CELLCO PARTNERSHIP D/B/A VERIZON WIRELESS FOR A



 9  CERTIFICATE OF ENVIRONMENTAL COMPATIBILITY AND



10  PUBLIC NEED FOR THE CONSTRUCTION, MAINTENANCE AND



11  OPERATION OF A TELECOMMUNICATION FACILITY LOCATED



12  AT 515 MOREHOUSE ROAD IN EASTON, CONNECTICUT,



13  which was held before ROBIN STEIN, Chairman, at



14  the Easton Public Library, Community Room, 691



15  Morehouse Road, Easton, Connecticut, June 20,



16  2017.



17



18                 ____________________________



19                 Robert G. Dixon, CVR-M 857



20                 Notary Public



21                 BCT Reporting, LLC



22                 PO Box 1774



23                 Bristol, Connecticut  06011



24                 My Commission Expires:  6/30/2020



25
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