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STATE OF CONNECTICUT 

CONNECTICUT SITING COUNCIL 

 

IN RE: 

APPLICATION OF AMERICAN TOWERS LLC 

(ATC) AND NEW CINGULAR WIRELESS PCS, 

LLC (AT&T) FOR A CERTIFICATE OF 

ENVIRONMENTAL COMPATIBILITY AND 

PUBLIC NEED FOR THE CONSTRUCTION, 

MAINTENANCE AND OPERATION OF A 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS TOWER FACILITY IN 

EAST LYME, CONNECTICUT 

 

        DOCKET NO. 463 

 

 

        January 15, 2016 

APPLICANTS’ SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION REQUESTED BY THE 

SITING COUNCIL AT THE DECEMBER 15, 2015 EVIDENTIARY HEARING 

 

American Towers, LLC (“ATC”) and New Cingular Wireless PCS, LLC (“AT&T”) 

(together the “Applicants”), submit the following supplemental information to the State 

of Connecticut Siting Council in the captioned proceeding in response to the Council’s 

requests/questions at the December 15, 2015 evidentiary hearing: 

 

1. Identify the # of houses with year round views of the tower and describe same 

regarding seasonal visibility, distances, wooded buffers and the tower. 

 

. Approximately 24 residentially-developed properties would have year-round 

views of the proposed tower.  These include select locations in the Orchards 

development to the west and within ¼ of a mile of the proposed tower, where 

“leaf-on” views would be limited to principally the top 10 feet of the tower; 

the neighboring property immediately to the north, where a majority of the 

tower would be visible on a year-round basis; and, more distant locations to 

the south and east (ranging in distances of approximately 0.3 mile to over one 

mile away) where upper portions of the tower would be visible. Future 

development of homes may involve an increase in the number of houses with 

visibility. 

 

On a seasonal basis, when the leaves are off the deciduous trees, we estimate 

approximately 60 residential properties may have views of at least a portion 

of the tower through the intervening trees and understory.  This includes: 

some limited locations in the Orchards development, where the proposed 

tower would not eclipse the tree canopy and dense intervening tree stands 

would obscure a large part of the tower; areas to the south and east within 

0.25 mile where, similarly, intervening trees would serve to obstruct portions 

of the tower; and areas farther east (beyond 0.5 mile) where intermittent 

seasonal views could be obtained from some select locations through the trees 

or open gaps with lines of sight towards the facility. 
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Notably and by comparison, there are more homes that currently have year 

round views of the existing tower in the Orchards development when 

compared with the proposed tower and above analysis. 

 

 

2. Provide a recommended color for all antennas and equipment on the tower to 

be painted. 

 

 A galvanized steel monopole would provide the most unobtrusive color given 

the surrounding forest characteristics (hardwood dominated).  A darker (e.g. 

brown) color might be considered, however on bright days this would contrast 

against a blue sky and the gray-mottled tree trunks and branches.  Antennas 

and equipment on the tower should thus be painted a natural gray color 

approximating that of the galvanized tower. 

 

3. Provide a rough map outlining the area identified by the Mohegan Tribe as 

containing various cultural resources along Ancient Highway (Wilson Hill) 

and/or the approximate extent of the Applicants’ interpretation of the federal 

siting restrictions for purposes of Section 106, NEPA and FCC regulatory 

requirements. 

 

 The Mohegan Tribe did not provide the Applicants with such information as 

part of the Section 106 and THPO consultations.  Attachment 1 is a map 

prepared by All-Points Technology that incorporates its opinion of the area in 

which the Mohegan Tribe identified various cultural resources on Ancient 

Highway (Wilson Hill) and how far the tower siting restriction effectively 

extends.  It covers the original Ancient Highway site as well as Sites #19, #21  

from the Site Search and another potential site suggested by the Town 

(identified as Candidate U in Attachment 1 and referred at times as “Site C”).  

Note that Candidate U/Site C was a tower location identified as part of the 

municipal consultations and is on a portion of the property identified as Site 

#22 from the Site Search.  Please recognize that the area and any cultural 

features depicted have been inferred based on APT’s attendance at a site walk 

and an interpretation of the limited information and general descriptions 

provided by the Mohegan Tribe as part of its correspondence and THPO 

adverse effect determination. 

 

4. Provide a coverage plot at 180’ (10’ lower) and describe the additional 

coverage loss. 

 

Attachment 2 includes a coverage plot at 180’ (10’ lower) and depicts 

additional coverage loss on Boston Post Road: 1/10 mile near Heritage Road, 

1/10 mile near Charter Oak Drive, 1/10 mile near Naomi Lane. 1/0 mile near 

Joshua Valley. Other coverage loss: 2/10 mile on Goldfinch Terrace, 1/10 

mile on Upper Pattagansett Road, over 1/10 mile on Nelson Road. 

 

5. Provide a coverage plot at 199’ of a tower from the developed area of the 

Gateway (below what was Site C and near #22 in the AT&T Site Search). 
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Attachment 3 includes a coverage plot at 199’ of a tower from the developed 

area of the Gateway (Below what was Site C and near #22 in the AT&T site 

search). 

 

6. Provide typical electronic monitoring, maintenance and filling protocols for 

ATC shared generators. 

 

 ATC performs two maintenance visits a year on its generators.  One is a 

minor visit with fluids checked and belts visually inspected.  The second is a 

major visit with fluids changed and tested and a load bank test performed.  

ATC utilizes a third party for fueling the generators once they reach 60% fuel 

capacity.  Generators are monitored 24hrs/day via a Westell RMM 1400 or 

700 depending on the site configuration.  This allows ATC to see any alarms 

(not running, commercial power out, low fuel, running and commercial power 

available, etc.) and current generator status (running or not) as well as 

certain components of the generator like the battery. 

 

7. Provide typical ATC protocols for site maintenance and inspection of a tower 

site. 

 

 ATC has a general site maintenance program run by its Network Operations 

group and a separate tower inspection program run by its Tower Inspection 

team. 

  
a. Maintenance –Tower sites are visited annually for a site 

inspection (customer verification, safety/security, etc.) by an ATC 

employee.  Any required maintenance (fencing, gravel drives, etc) 

is documented and thereafter implemented as needed.  Sites have a 

grounds maintenance vendor under contract who make 

quarterly/bi-annual visits to spray for weeds and cut grass as 

needed on a site by site basis.  Snow plowing is not part of tower 

site maintenance and conducted only on an as needed basis should 

tower site access be required by ATC or one of its tenants. 

 
b. Inspections-ATC has elected to align its Tower Inspection 

Program around the recommendations set forth in the EIA-TIA 

222 Rev G standard. This standard outlines that the inspection 

interval for guy towers should occur every three years and self-

supporting towers, which includes monopoles, should occur every 

five years.  The tower inspection scope of work is completed by a 

minimum of a two man crew and typically requires a tower climb. 

During the tower inspection, all aspects of the tower structure are 

examined by the inspector utilizing the inspection form as provided 

by the ATC Engineering department. The inspector will look at all 

structural steel such as diagonals, horizontals, tower legs, internal 

bracing and other members as well as all structural bolt 

connections including anchor bolts. In addition, an examination of 
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all welds, concrete foundations, safety climbs, lightning 

suppression, grounding, and other aspects of the tower asset is 

also completed. Any and all structural deficiencies that are noted 

during the inspection are captured in the report and that report, 

along with photographic documentation, is submitted to our 

internal engineering team for review. Through the efforts of the 

inspection and completion of any subsequent maintenance, we 

identify and remediate items that may need to be corrected that 

ultimately extend the life of the asset beyond normal expectancy 

and over time, assists internal teams in lowering costs of operating 

the asset as a result. 

 

8. Will ATC agree to a condition of CSC approval limiting the height of the 

tower to 199’ AGL? 

 

ATC has no plans for increasing the tower height above that as currently 

proposed in Docket 463.  Counsel for the Applicants has noted in consultation 

with ATC that conditions contained in Certificate approvals are not the 

equivalent of a restrictive covenant that might be deemed to benefit another 

party or intervenor and thus can be the subject of later proceedings to amend, 

modify or strike same.  As such, the request to consent to a condition of 

approval is, to a certain extent, one of what the future process might be should 

any future proposal (that would be speculative now) be made to increase the 

tower height above 199’ (at which time the CSC would evaluate any FAA 

tower lighting and marking if required  and what the impacts of any extension 

would be).  The procedural ends of the “spectrum” for tower height 

extensions are a 6409 petition at one end  and the other end a motion to 

reopen and reconsider.  The mid-point procedurally would be an Amended 

Certificate proceeding. 

 

It is the Applicant’s position that agreeing now to require an Amended 

Certificate proceeding for any future tower height extension above 199’ would 

be an appropriate condition of approval by the Council.  Such a requirement 

would balance all parties’ goals and objectives related to tower height by 1) 

creating a disincentive economically for the tower owner or a future and 

prospective tenant from proposing a tower height extension as compared with 

routine collocation 2) an Amended Certificate proceeding would ensure 

notice and procedurally afford current parties and intervenors and future 

abutters the opportunity to participate in such a proceeding prior to any 

Council decision and 3) the Council would retain its jurisdiction and 

authority in the future to assess the need for and impacts of any such proposal 

in accordance with the standards set forth in Section 16-50p of the General 

Statutes. 

 

Given the above, ATC will agree to a condition of any CSC Certificate 

approval that would provide in the Decision and Order that: “Any proposal to 

increase the height of the tower and appurtenances above 199’ AGL would 
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REV
0

PREPARED ON

DATE: 01/05/2016
East Lyme, CT 351A Boston Post Road

East Lyme, CT 06333

Symbol Key

Existing Sites

Decom Site

Coverage Key

CT2022's Coverage Lost

Gateway Site - Developed Area
@199' & Existing

Less than -82 dBm


Candidate Site 

Existing 850 MHz UMTS Coverage
with Gateway Site - Developed Area
at 199 feet AGL

CT1345C
351A Boston Post Rd
East Lyme, CT 06333
Lat: 41 21 48.131 N 
Long: 72 14 20.279 W 
Antenna Ht: 190' AGL 
GE: 199.4' AMSL
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