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THE CHAI RVAN.  Good afternoon,
| adi es and gentlenen. 1'd like to call to
order this neeting of the Connecticut Siting
Counci | today, Tuesday, June 2, 2015, at
approximately 3:05. M nane is Robin Stein.
I'"'m Chairman of the Siting Council. O her
menmbers of the Council present are Senator
Mur phy, our Vice Chairman; M. Hannon, our
desi gnee fromthe Departnent of Energy and
Envi ronnental Protection; M. Levesque,
designee fromthe Public Uilities
Regul atory Authority; M. Ashton and M.
Lynch. Menbers of the staff present are
Executive Director and Staff Attorney,

Mel ani e Bachman and our Siting Anal yst,
Robert Merci er.

This hearing is held pursuant to
the provisions of Title 16 of the
Connecticut CGeneral Statutes and of the
Uni form Adm ni strative Procedure Act upon an
application fromFlorida Tower Partners LLC
d/b/a North Atlantic Towers for a
Certificate of Environnmental Conpatibility
and Public Need for the construction,

mai nt enance, and operation of a




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

t el econmuni cations facility at one of two
| ocations at 62-64 Codfish HilIl Road in

Bet hel , Connecticut. This application was
recei ved by the Council on March 19, 2015.

A rem nder to all, off-the-record
comuni cation wth a nmenber of the Council
or a nmenber of the Council staff upon the
nerits of the application is prohibited by
| aw.

The parties and intervenors are
as follows: The applicant, Florida Tower
Partners, Attorney Kohler from Cohen & Wl f;
I ntervenor, New G ngular Wrel ess PCS,
Attorney Laub; intervenor, Codfish Hil
Envi ronnental Trust, Attorney Ai nsworth;

i ntervenor, Cellco Partnership, d/b/a
Veri zon, Attorney Kenneth Bal dw n.

W will proceed in accordance
wth the prepared agenda, copies of which
are avail able here. Also avail able here are
copies of the Citizen's Guide to the Siting
Council Procedures. At the end of this
afternoon's session we will recess and
resune again at 7 p.m The 7 p.m hearing

will be reserved for the public to make
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brief oral statenents into the record.

| wish to note that parties and
i ntervenors, including their representatives
and wi tnesses, are not allowed to
participate in the public coment session.
| also wish to note for you who are here and
for the benefit of your friends and
nei ghbors who are unable to join us for the
publ i c comrent session that you or they nay
send witten statenents to the Council
wi thin 30 days of the date hereof, and such
witten statenents wll be given the sane
wei ght as if spoken at the hearing. |If
necessary, party and intervenor
presentations may conti nue after the public
comrent session, if tinme remains. A
verbatimtranscript will be nade of the
hearing and deposited with the Town Cerk's
O fice in Bethel for the conveni ence of the
public.

|s there any public official who
W shes to speak at this time?

(No response.)

THE CHAIRVAN: | wish to cal

your attention to those itens shown in the
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heari ng program nmarked as Roman Nunmeral |-D,
itens 1 through 58.

Does the applicant or any party
or intervenor have an objection to the itens
that the Council has adm nistratively
noti ced?

(No response.)

THE CHAI RMVAN.  Hearing and seei ng
none, the Council hereby notices these
exi sting docunents, statenents and comments.

W will now continue with the
appear ance of the applicant.

WIIl the applicant present your
W t ness panel for purposes of taking the
oat h?

Att orney Kohl er, when your |ight
turns green.

M5. KOHLER It is green. Thank
you. Attorney Julie Kohler from Cohen &

Wl f, representing the applicant. | wll
note for the record today that

M. Qustafson, who is anticipated to be one
of our witnesses, is significantly ill today
and is unable to be here for today's

hearing. M. Libertine will be handling
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sone of the questions fromthe wetl ands
application -- wetlands aspect of the
application, and M. Gustafson will make
hi nsel f avail able for the next hearing
session if there are any questions.
So, to ny right is M. Libertine,
Director of Siting and Perm tting,
Al l - Poi nts Technol ogy; and to ny right is
Carl o Centore, Professional Engineer, Centek
Engi neering; to ny left is Keith Coppins,
Princi pal and Omer of Phoeni x Partnershi p;
and to his left is Rachel Schwartznman of ny
of fice.
If you could all stand to be
swor n.
MI CHAEL P. LI BERTI NE
CARLDO F. CENTORE,
KEI TH E. COPPI NS
call ed as wtnesses, being first duly
sworn by Ms. Bachman, were exam ned and
testified on their oaths as foll ows:
MS. KOHLER: The applicant offers
t he exhibits that are indicated under Ronman
Numeral 11-B, 1 through 6, and if | could

offer those for identification purposes?
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M. Libertine, did you supervise,
prepare or assist in the preparation of the
exhibits found listed in the hearing program
under Roman Nuneral I11-B-1, with the
exception of Exhibits G and K, Roman Numer al
I1-B-3 and 57

THE W TNESS (Libertine): Yes,

di d.

MS. KOHLER: Do you have any
clarifications to nake to Exhibit 1, page
227

THE W TNESS (Libertine): | do.
One reference in the second |line on page 22
of Exhibit 1 should read "Site 1" and not
"Site 2." That's page 22 of part 1, Exhibit
1, in the executive summary. Again, at the
top of page 22, it's the second Iline.

That's the discussion of Site 1, so that
should be "Site 1" and not "Site 2."

MS. KOHLER. Do you have any
other clarifications, nodifications or
additions to make to any of the other
docunents |'ve |isted?

THE W TNESS (Li bertine): No, |

do not.
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MS. KOHLER: And with that
clarification, are these docunents and
i nformation true and accurate to the best of
your know edge?

THE W TNESS (Li bertine): Yes.

M5. KOHLER And do you adopt
t hem here today as your testinony?

THE W TNESS (Libertine): Yes.

MS. KOHLER: Thank you.

M. Centore, did you supervise,
prepare or assist in the preparation of
exhibits found listed in the hearing program
under Roman Nuneral 11-B-1, with the
exception of Exhibits G and K, Exhibits 3
and 67

THE W TNESS (Centore): | did.

MS. KOHLER: And do you have any
corrections to nmake to Exhi bit Roman Numer al
| ?

THE WTNESS (Centore): | do.

MS. KOHLER: On page 2 and 3 of
t he applicati on under the executive summary,
can you please tell us what that correction
woul d be?

THE W TNESS (Centore): There's a




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

reference nade to AT&T's 20 foot by 16 foot
equi pnent shelter, and it's the --

MR. ASHTON:. Whi ch page?

THE W TNESS (Centore): Page 2,
par agr aph 3 under executive sunnary.
Reference is nmade to a "20 foot by 16 foot™
shelter. That needs to be corrected to a
"12 foot by 16 foot" shelter.

I'll continue to page 3,
par agr aph one, the sane correction, "20
foot" is changed to "12 foot" with reference
to the shelter size.

On page 7, paragraph 3, under
Roman Nuneral 111-A, the sane correction,
"20 foot" in lieu of -- excuse ne, "12 foot"
in lieu of the "20 foot" called out for the
shelter size.

And | astly, paragraph one on page
8, reference to the "20 foot" needs to be
changed to read "12 feet" with regard to the
shelter size. Those are ny corrections.

MS. KOHLER: Do you have any
other clarifications, nodifications or
additions to nake to any of the other

docunents |'ve |isted?

11
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THE W TNESS (Centore): | do not.

MS. KOHLER: And with that
clarification, are these docunents and
i nformation true and accurate to the best of
your know edge?

THE W TNESS (Centore): Yes, they
are.

M5. KOHLER And do you adopt
t hem here today as your testinony?

THE W TNESS (Centore): | do.

MS. KOHLER: M. Coppins, did you
supervi se, prepare or assist in the
preparation of the exhibits found |listed on
t he hearing program under Roman Nuner a
I1-B-1, with the exception of Exhibit G and
K, Roman Nuneral I11-B-2, 3 and 4?

THE W TNESS ( Coppi ns): Yes.

MS. KOHLER. Do you have any
clarifications to nake to Exhibit 3 under
I nterrogatory 67

THE W TNESS ( Coppins): Yes, |
do. The question canme up in the
I nterrogatory nunber 6 of why we sw tched,
we relocated the original | ease area. And

one of the actual points about that was the

12
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original |ease, we let the option | apse,
which is attached to Exhibit Q of the
application on Exhibit B.

Wien we went back to the
| andowner to get a different |ocation, which
Is Site No. 2, we noved it nore to a nore
centrally-located part of the property. W
rel ocated that Site No. 2, which you saw
t oday, as that was the original request from
t he | andowner that he didn't want to | ease
t hat piece of the property any | onger.

MS. KOHLER: Do you have any
other clarifications, nodifications or
additions to nake to any of the other
docunents |'ve |isted?

THE W TNESS ( Coppi ns): No.

MS. KOHLER: And with that
clarification, are these docunents and
I nformation true and accurate to the best of
your know edge?

THE W TNESS (Coppins): Yes, they
are.

MS. KOHLER: And do you adopt
t hem here today as your testinony?

THE W TNESS ( Coppins): Yes.

13
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MS. KOHLER: And with that, |I'd
ask that these exhibits be nade full
exhi bi ts.

THE CHAI RVAN: Do any of the
i ntervenors or parties have any objection to
the adm ssion of the applicant's exhi bits?

(No response.)

THE CHAI RMVAN.  Hearing and seei ng
none, the exhibits are admtted.

(Applicant Exhibits Il1-B-1
t hrough I'1-B-6: Received in evidence -
descri bed in index.)

THE CHAI RVAN: W' Il now begin
W th cross-exam nation of the applicant by
M. Mercier.

CROSS- EXAM NATI ON

MR. MERCI ER: Thank you.

"Il just start with sonme of the
itens at the field review today that were
di scussed at the field review today.

M. Libertine, can you descri be
the balloon fly up to the conclusion of the
field review?

THE W TNESS (Li bertine):

Certainly. W've had two red weat her

14
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bal l oons filled to approximately 4 feet in
dianeter at the sites tethered to 170-f oot
strings. Site 1 went up at approxi mately
7:30 this norning, and Site 2 was | aunched
at about 7:45. Up until about the tine of
the field review or naybe 20 m nutes before,
maybe hal f an hour, we actually had very
cal mconditions. Things did pick up w nd
wi se during the field review, however, it
has been intermttently raining with
precipitation pretty much full-tinme, not
heavy, but that obviously kept the clouds
low. So visibility has been fairly
restricted probably to three-quarters of a
mle or so in the imed ate area of the
site, but we plan to have balloons up until
6.

MR. MERCI ER.  Thank you.

Did you say that both strings
were at 170 feet?

THE W TNESS (Libertine): That's
correct.

MR MERCIER: Wiy is that? Wy
would Site 2 not be at 150 feet?

THE W TNESS (Libertine): [|I'm
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sorry, I'"'mthinking of Site 1. They were
tethered to the actual proposed hei ghts of
170 and 150.

MR. MERCI ER:  Thank you.

Let's turn to the application,
Exhibit F. | think that's the Site 2 site
plan. That's plan nunber C 1A And |
believe -- was Site 2 the first site we
| ooked at in the field review and stop and
di scussed?

THE W TNESS (Centore): It is.

MR. MERCIER  Ckay. Wiile we
were at the conpound area, | believe -- I'm
not sure if there was a rel ocati on proposed
of the access road. Could you pl ease
explain that?

THE W TNESS (Centore): There is.
And this is where the two site applications
get confusing. Wen we were at Site 2, |
need to nmake a correction to what | stated
out in the field. But when we were at Site
2, there exists a line of trees that borders
the field due east of the proposed conpound.
That |line of trees does show as existing and

not being renoved on the site plan. W had
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stakes that | sawin the field that showed
the center line of access road goi ng through
t hose trees, and I m stakenly thought that

t hat was the access comng to Site No. 2.

To clarify that, Site No. 2 will not require
renmoval of those trees. But continuing

al ong that sane discussion, Site No. 1
access road would cone through that |ine of
trees. W can redirect the access road and
save the five trees that -- actually six
trees that are along the field. Those are
enunerated on the site plan CG 1A for Site 2.
Those trees show up on G 1A for Site 2.

Il call it around the first sharp bend
there's a line of trees along the stone
wal | .

MR. MERCIER: You nean Site 1,
correct?

THE W TNESS (Centore): Excuse
nme, yes, Site 1.

MR. MERCIER: Ckay. Just to
recap, for the Site 2 plan, G 1A, that's
correct as shown?

THE WTNESS (Centore): That is

correct.

17
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MR MERCIER In looking at this
plan, | believe it's Site 2, G 1A, do you
see where it says "Haybal e check dami in the
| ower right?

THE W TNESS (Centore): Yes.

MR MERCIER: | believe that's
the row of trees you're referring to next to
t he stone wall ?

THE W TNESS (Centore): That's
correct.

MR. MERCI ER: Thank you.

Staying wwth this plan for Site
2, C1A up at the top left there's
information. |It's called "m scell aneous
site information."

THE W TNESS (Centore): Yes.

MR MERCIER It says nunber of
trees to be renpved for this particular site
It says 63.

THE W TNESS (Centore): Correct.

MR. MERCIER: Was there a
di aneter used to determne that? Is it
6-inch dianmeter, 12-inch?

THE W TNESS (Centore): Ten-inch

di aneter or | arger.

18
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MR. MERCIER Al so staying with
this plan for Site 2, down in the | ower
portion there appears to be potentially an
old road with "Wetland 3" nmarked inside it?

THE W TNESS (Centore): Yes.

MR. MERCIER: And over to the
left it says "20-foot access and utility
easenent” by the shed?

THE W TNESS (Centore): Yes.

MR, MERCIER |Is that where the
proposed utilities are comng into the site,
or is that an existing --

THE WTNESS (Centore): That is
an existing utility easenent.

MR. MERCIER: And where woul d the
utilities extend for both of these sites?

THE W TNESS (Centore): At this
time a utility wal k hasn't been done, but we
woul d propose to extend it bel ow t he access
drive or access road and the shoul der of the
access road.

MR. MERCIER: To both sites?

THE W TNESS (Centore): To both
sites.

MR MERCIER Up at the top again
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in "mscellaneous site information" there's
"di stance to nearest off site residence, 610
feet." | only note that because on page 29
of the application it lists the nearest
property line as 633 feet. So |I'mjust
curious if this sonehow refers to the sane
property and those nunbers are in error, or
Is the 633 feet referring to a different
property. |If you could check that at sone
poi nt and get back to ne on that, if you
don't have it off the top of your head.

Page 29 of the application, a third of the
way down the page, |'mjust curious what the
"633" refers to.

THE W TNESS (Centore): Confirm
that the distance is 610 feet to the nearest
residence fromSite No. 27

MR. MERCIER Correct. |'mjust
curious what the "633" refers to.

THE WTNESS (Centore): |It's the
nearest property line directly due west --
excuse ne, directly due sout heast of the
t ower .

MR MERCIER: So it's not the

sane property as 747
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THE WTNESS (Centore): It's not.
If you refer to drawwng C1, it's |ot nunber
65-57-121.

MR. MERCI ER:  Thank you.

In the response to question 7 of
the Council's interrogatories that had to do
wth visibility, it was stated in the
I nterrogatory response that the property at
74 Codfish Hill could be seen fromthe
bel i eve the tower, proposed tower | ocation.
| believe that's for site --

THE W TNESS (Libertine): Site 1.

MR MERCIER Site 1. Thank you.
So | guess what you're stating is the
conmpound will be visible seasonally from
t hat property?

THE W TNESS (Li bertine): Well,
ny experience from having done the floats in
the wintertine, you could actually see
t hrough the vegetation portions of the house
I f you wal ked the road back fromthe site
starti ng heading down the hill. During the
w nter when we did do the floats, | could
see standing at the tower | ocation through

the trees | could see a porch light. It was
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obscured, but it was certainly there. So ny

sense is that | don't think you're going to
have direct -- or | know you won't have
direct views into the conmpound. | think at

best what you're likely going to see from
around the house or the house itself perhaps
woul d be the upper portions through the
trees as it rises to the canopy itself. |
think it would be very difficult, just
because of the rise in nature there again.
I was |l ooking at an illum nated object at
dusk. Most of the day | didn't see anything
fromthat area, but certainly fromthe
access road you can | ook down into portions
of that yard.

MR. MERCIER. So you don't
bel i eve t he conmpound woul d be visi bl e,
you're thinking as the tower rises through

the trees that it may be visible seasonally?

THE WTNESS (Libertine): | think
there will be portions of the tower that
woul d be visible behind trees. It's

concei vabl e a portion of the conpound could
be seen, but | think it's going to be so

obscured, even in the wnter. There's
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enough sufficient vegetation between that
yard and the actual proposed |ocation that |
don't think it's going to be anything
substantive. You' d have to know what you're
| ooki ng for.

MR MERCIER In dealing with the
wooded vegetation, is there a certain
di stance where, you know, between a receptor
and the say conpound where it would just not
be visible due to the density of the
veget ati on?

THE W TNESS (Libertine): Yes.
Typically yes, what | found is -- and I'm
going to be conservative. | use about 500
feet. |If you're in a wooded bl ock anywhere
within 500 feet, there is a chance, but
after a few hundred feet it gets very
difficult, you know, at ground |evel. W
don't have necessarily a solid block forest
here, but we've got certainly several what
"Il call tiers of vegetation between that
honme and where the proposed Site 1 conpound
is. So |l think it's a fair estinmation that
that would pretty much hold true, and that

certainly is in that nei ghborhood of 500 or
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nmore feet fromthe hone.

MR. MERCI ER.  Thank you.

Wiil e you were at Site 1 | ooking
around, did you notice any other properties
that m ght have -- did you see any ot her
properties fromthat |ocation?

THE W TNESS (Libertine): No.
During the winter there is a devel opnent of
hones in the east, | want to say Twin Mple
Road, and | nmay have that wong, but |
actually wal ked fromour site beyond the
property line to get a sense of whether |
could actually see the backyards or hones in
the winter, and we could not. And then,
again, we drove that road, and fromthe
street |level there was one or two | ocations
whi ch we had phot o docunent ed where through
the trees we could see a red ball oon heavily
obscured, but again, there's a very good
sufficient block of forest there today that
does a good job for buffering.

MR. MERCIER. W were just
di scussing Site 1 regarding visibility from
t he conpound area, potential visibility.

Can you give ne a sense of what Site 2 would

24
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be Ii ke for any area abutters?

THE WTNESS (Libertine): Site 2
has actually got a little bit nbre screening
fromany fol ks just because it's down a
little bit. There is actually alittle bit
nore i ntervening forest today before it
opens up to the field. | guess 74 Codfish
H 1l Road would still be the cl osest
resi dence generally with a potential direct
line of sight. M feeling was -- and agai n,
|'ve been on the site now -- | was there
three separate tinmes floating ball oons, and
in all cases | felt as though both | ocations
wor ked very well from screening from
nei ghbors because we had a good di st ance.

So either site seens to equally be fairly

I nnocuous fromthat standpoint. Certainly
it's further away fromthat devel opnment off
to the east, so there's certainly even
addi ti onal di stance, but both of themare
nmore or less, as | said earlier, they're
fairly innocuous in ternms of the abutting
folks. It's really -- the visibility really
Is nore -- alittle bit at distance where it

gets above the tree line. That i medi ate

25
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area, if you did | ook today for ball oons
regardl ess of the fact that we had sone
softeni ng condi ti ons, al ong Codfish Hill
Road what you saw today is pretty nuch what
you see any tine of year. They're both
fairly hidden and buri ed because their

di stance off the road.

MR. MERCIER  You just nentioned
you had three balloon flies at different
tines, | presune. Can you just describe
which site was better on a visibility
perspective from|l guess the | ong distance
Vi ews?

THE W TNESS (Libertine): It's
kind of a trade-off with these two sites.

If you take a | ook at behind Exhibit | where
the two visibility anal yses are, what we
tried to do was as best we could replicate
simlar |ocations so that you have an
opportunity to kind of conpare the two. And
what we found was that although the nunbers
kind of flip-flop in terns of total

acreages, overall they're very simlar in
nature. There's a little bit nore overall

visibility wwth Site 2, but again, we're
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tal king at distance in sone areas where it
either just clips the trees. There's a

| arge field associated with the high schoo
that tend to get sone visibility alittle
bit nore with Site 2 just because of its
aspect of its overall height. So in general
they tend -- and ny sense was they were
generally a wash froma visibility

st andpoi nt, but certainly the Site 2

| ocation has a little bit nore fromjust a

purely nunbers standpoint. | wll state
that -- and this is why |'ve gone back and
forth on these -- froma total nunber of

resi dences, which was anot her question that
you asked, it inpacts about half in ternms of
sone portions or views. | think |I estimted
about 25 for Site 1 and about 12 from Site
2. And again, those are fairly heavily
obscured through the trees.

So again, if | had to pick one, |
think it would be very difficult here just
because when we bal ance everything out from
a visibility standpoint only, | think Site 2
probably has | ess overall visibility to

nei ghbors, but we bal anced that wth sone of
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the other factors as well.

MR. MERCIER: For the residences
quantify you just gave, | think 20 for Site
1 that could potentially see the tower and
12 for Site 2 could potentially see the
tower, that's year-round?

THE WTNESS (Libertine): That's
on a year-round basis, and it's a very
conservative probably overestimtion, but
because again we don't have access to
private properties when we do these, | rely
nore on a conputer nodel and actually
overlay that on an aerial photo, and
actually using S |1 was able to pick up
structures. | nmay have doubl e counted a
certain structure. There could have been an
out bui I di ng associated with a residenti al
property. And just because it falls wthin
what we're showi ng as a footprint of
potential visibility, it does not
necessarily mean that you' re going to have a
direct line of sight fromthat |ocation. It
just neans there's the potential.

So, | wll qualify it; but yes,

nost of those views, as | said earlier, from
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residences, and this is within -- | think
the question was within three-quarters of a
mle of the site, these are going to be very
heavily obscured views. And we tried to
represent that in a | ot of the photographs
here from Codfish H|Il Road and the
surroundi ng area because it was actually,
when you're using a red ball oon, you can
fixate on that and you can actually see
that. Wen you have a structure that's
built and behind trees, it tends not to junp
out the way that a red ball oon m ght.

MR MERCIER | just want to
clarify those quantities. The 20 and the
12, is that fromresidential properties, or
Is that fromactual structures that --

THE W TNESS (Li bertine): |
actually counted structures on residenti al
parcels. And as | say, there were a couple
where | kept themin there, but they may
have been out buil di ngs associated wth the
sane residence.

MR. MERCI ER:  Thank you.

THE WTNESS (Libertine): You're

wel cone.
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MR. MERCI ER. Based on your
visibility analysis of the three ball oon
flies, would either of the two sites be
suitable for say a tree tower?

THE W TNESS (Li bertine): 1've
given this a lot of thought actually, and
we' ve tal ked about it as a team The
advantage of a tree tower here would be if
there are sone concerns with a nei ghbor or
two that feels as though they nmay be | ooki ng
into the Iower portions or any part of the
facility during the winter nonths, it
certainly would help soften the effect. The
reason | tend to be a little bit hesitant on
this is because we're tal king about sone
fairly tall structures. |In areas where they
are above the trees and can be seen from
those |l ocations, it's fairly significant;
it's 30 or 40 feet above the tree line. So
now we're tal king about a fairly bul ky
object on the horizon that nay draw the eye
alittle bit nore to it. One seventy, |
tend to think that's probably out of the
range of height; 150 is pushing it. It

coul d be done. In this case |'m not sure
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fromny own professional standpoint |I'm not
sure that type of a disguise or conceal nent
is really necessary just because of the | ack
of overall visibility.

One of the things |I've been
t hi nki ng about if, again, there's sone
sensitivity in terns of perception that
there nay be views from nei ghbors, a dark
col ored pole and painting the pole, you
know, to be nore blend in as opposed to just
using a strai ght steel nonopole. That may
be sonething that's worth consi dering but,
again, I'mnot sure it's absolutely
necessary, but it nmay help to just, you
know, even soften the effect even nore.

MR. MERCI ER: When you were
driving around for the balloon flies, what's
the majority of the views? Are there any
hill sides where that tower is just exposed,
the tower is exposed above any type of
terrain?

THE W TNESS (Libertine): It's
twofold. To your point, nost of the distant
views are above the tree line with no

backdrop, so it's a profile, a sil houette
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agai nst the sky. 1In the vast mgjority of

| ocati ons the tower does not eclipse the
actual treetops. They're |ooking through
trees at really lower portions of it and up
where you can see it, and that's in just a
few areas that are close by. So nostly
there is not an opportunity in this area at
the highest point in the area to really
afford that kind of backdrop.

MR MERCIER: | just have a
question. If the facility was approved,
woul d the applicants construct this right
away? Does AT&T and/ or Verizon seek to
| ocate on this facility inmedi ately? Do you
have any sense of what type of schedul e?

THE W TNESS (Coppins): |If
approved, we would construct inmediately.

MR. MERCI ER: Has AT&T or Verizon
I ndi cated that they would | ocate
I mrediately, or is it in their build plan
|l i ke a year out, a few years out?

THE W TNESS (Coppins): 1'Il find
t hat out for you, nake a phone call.

MR. MERCIER | was j ust

wondering if you had that infornation
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of f hand.

Thank you. | have no ot her
questions at this tine.

THE CHAI RVAN:  Thank you. W'l
now proceed with the Council nenbers.

Senat or Mur phy.

SENATOR MURPHY: Thank you,

M. Chairman, just a few questions.

Just for the record, M. Coppins,
your resune and the card in front of you
I ndi cates you' re Phoeni x Partnership, which
is really nothing as far as this record is
concerned as an applicant. | assune you're
an agent for the applicant; is that correct?

THE W TNESS (Coppins): Yes, | do
t heir devel opnment in the northeast.

SENATOR MURPHY: So, you had the
authority to speak for them and to negoti ate
for themin this particul ar area?

THE W TNESS ( Coppins): Yes,

W t hin paraneters.

SENATOR MURPHY: And when M.
Mer ci er asked you the question about when
they would build, that's a question that you

could answer w thin your paraneters?
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THE W TNESS ( Coppins): Yes.

SENATOR MURPHY: Thank you.

Did you do the search for this
particular | ocation or participate in it
yoursel f?

THE W TNESS (Coppins): Yes, |
di d.

SENATOR MJURPHY: O course, and |
assune you are aware that AT&T had done its
search prior to your efforts?

THE W TNESS ( Coppins): Yes, |
am

SENATOR MURPHY: Were you privy
to the search ring that they had before you
started your search?

THE W TNESS (Coppins): No, | was
not .

SENATOR MURPHY: Some place in
the material before us there's a search ring
which is apparently theirs when they
abandoned their search, and this particular
property is outside of that original search
ring; were you aware of that?

THE W TNESS (Coppins): | wasn't

aware of their original search ring. | knew
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that they were | ooking in the area down on
Dodgi ngt own Road, but | heard that they
abandoned it. And we had a facility that

| ooked good t hrough our own RF engi neer, and
that's why we proceeded with this one.

SENATOR MURPHY: So, in essence,
you had found this particular |ocation?

THE W TNESS (Coppins): Correct.

SENATOR MJURPHY: And you were
awar e that AT&T had been | ooki ng but had
abandoned their search in this particul ar
general area?

THE W TNESS (Coppins): | knew
they were there. |'mnot sure at what point
| knew that they abandoned theirs.

SENATOR MURPHY: But you knew
that they were interested in |locating the
tower in this general vicinity?

THE W TNESS ( Coppins): Yes.

SENATOR MURPHY: Were you privy
to what height mght be of service to them
I n your search?

THE W TNESS (Coppins): | was
not .

SENATOR MJURPHY: You were not.
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So, in essence, you found the
| ocation, you went to them and then they
did their diligence on RF, et cetera, and
Site No. 1 cane onto the drawi ng board?

THE W TNESS ( Coppi ns): Yes,
that's correct.

SENATOR MURPHY: And then it was
neeting with the town, and the town
suggested that the site be noved to the
central portion of the property and Site No.
27

THE W TNESS (Coppins): That is
correct.

SENATOR MURPHY: Did you at any
tine learn what if any sites or |ocations
AT&T may have | ooked at prior to your
begi nni ng your search?

THE W TNESS (Coppins): Yes, they
gave us a list of all the sites that they
| ooked at .

SENATOR MJURPHY: Did you double
check any of those sites?

THE W TNESS (Coppins): | double
checked on one of them down on Dodgi ngt own

-- actually, I"'msorry, two of them
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Dodgi ngt own Road at the one that they
abandoned.

SENATOR MURPHY: And that was
within their search ring, as | renenber
| ooking at it?

THE W TNESS (Coppins): | believe
so.

SENATOR MURPHY: M. Libertine,
just going out there today, your visual and
t he canopy of 50 feet seened to ne to be --
you're usually conservative, but that seens
to me to be real conservative.

THE W TNESS (Libertine): It's
extrenely conservati ve.

SENATOR MURPHY: |'m curi ous.
You nentioned painting the pole a color
different. Can you give us a little bit
nmore on that?

THE W TNESS (Libertine): Well,
ny thought was we had internally discussed,
you know, the options for conceal rent. And
again, ny feeling was it really wasn't a
site that necessitated it, but | think ny
only point in bringing it up when

M. Mercier asked about the tree was if
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there is a thought of any type of

conceal nent again to soften the perception
of sone views, | think it's portions of the
tower to the trees that m ght be seen during
the winter nonths. So ny thought was a
darker color, a brown or a nottled col or
such that it could nore or less blend in
wth the trunks of the trees that are there.
That's really what | was alluding to.

SENATOR MURPHY: | have to tel
you on sone of the cell towers that we see
t hr oughout the stages -- we drive around --
sone of the antennas that are put up now are
white stand right out, and maybe the tower
woul dn't do any good with sonething --

THE W TNESS (Li bertine): No, ny
proposal or ny recommendation if you were
going to go to the expense and tinme of
pai nti ng, you would want to do all the
appurtenances at the top as well. It just
tends to soften the effect. And you're
asking, right, especially on a bright day
t hose white antennas tend to --

SENATOR MURPHY: They really

attract your attention.
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THE W TNESS (Libertine): Yes,

t hey do.
SENATOR MURPHY: No matter what.
| think at this point, M.
Chai rman, | have no other questions of the
appl i cant.

THE CHAI RVAN:  Thank you.

M. Ashton.

MR. ASHTON: Thank you.

On drawing G1 it lists a couple
of parcels where there's a fracti onal
I nt erest.

THE WTNESS (Centore): Site 1 or
Site 2?

MR, ASHTON: C-1 at the |eft-hand
side of the page at the top it says Settlers
Road -- oh, I"'msorry, it's Exhibit E I
beg your pardon. It's drawi ng C 1 under
Exhibit E. |I'msorry.

Are you with ne?

THE W TNESS (Coppins): I'mwth
you.

MR. ASHTON: Under Settlers Road
it tal ks about "nmap/block/lot 77/57/048,"

and then it says "an open space with 1/9
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I nterest.™

Am | correct that assum ng t hat
that plotted area, which is generally at the
upper side of your map, is a dedi cated open
space owned by the people living on Settlers
Road and it is dedi cated open space that
cannot be devel oped?

THE WTNESS (Centore): | would
need to confirmthat with ny surveyor. |
don't know the answer to your questi on.

MR, ASHTON: Well, a simlar
question applies also under H || side Court,
which is the next parcel east. There's a 4
or 5-acre parcel that shows "an open space
wth 1/6 interest."” Again, | assune that
refers to the interest being owned by the
residents on that street. And ny question
iIs: Is it dedicated pernanent open space?

THE WTNESS (Centore): W can
take that as a homework assignment. |'m
going to have to contact our surveyor to
take a | ook at --

MR, ASHTON: Okay. You m ght
want to read it in tonight --

THE W TNESS (Centore): Yes.
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MR. ASHTON: -- into the record,
rather than a Late-File.

THE W TNESS (Centore): It's nost
likely the case, but 1'd like to confirmit.

MR, ASHTON:. Ckay. One of the
things | was inpressed with the first site,
having visited, were the tree heights, M.

Li bertine, | guess is there somewhere, 145,
135 feet; would you agree with that?

THE W TNESS (Li bertine): They
are certainly approachi ng exceedi ng 100 feet
I n that area.

MR. ASHTON:.  Approachi ng 100
feet?

THE W TNESS (Libertine): | did
not do a shot clinoneter at this site, but
there's certainly -- | would not be
surprised if they were beyond 100 feet tall.

MR. ASHTON. And they're a little
hi gher at that site than they are at Site 1
by 15, 20 feet maybe?

THE W TNESS (Libertine): | would
say yes, at least. And you're right, I
think a lot of that is the soil conditions

where they're grow ng.
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MR. ASHTON: The zoni ng R-80,
does that nean 2-acre zoning, 80,000 square
feet per lot, or did | throw you a curve?

Do you know what the site zone is?

M. Coppins, | see you're raising your hand.

THE W TNESS (Coppins): It is an
R-80. I'mjust confirmng whether it's
R-80 --

MR ASHTON: If it's R80, would
you believe that to be 80,000 square feet?

THE W TNESS (Coppins): It would
seemto think so, but I1'd like to --

MR, ASHTON: More or less with 49
acres on the site, you could build 25
houses, nore or less, on that site; is that
fair to say?

THE W TNESS (Li bertine): G ve or
take. There's sone wetland areas on the
site, but give or take.

MR. ASHTON: You have to take out
alittle bit for roads and so forth. So
t hat coul d be devel oped anyway, 25 houses,
what ever ?

THE W TNESS (Li bertine):

(Noddi ng head in the affirmative.)
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MR, ASHTON. Ckay. Visibility.
We' ve gone -- you and | particularly have
gone by this, you know, we had full heads of
hair and they were white -- not white
rather. When we talk visibility, what are
we tal king about here, the full height of
the pole, or are we talking the top 20 feet
or --

THE W TNESS (Li berti ne):
Dependi ng on where you are, we're talking
about the top upper anywhere from 10, in
sone cases maybe pushing 30 or 40 feet.
Again, that's a distance that's a mle or
nore away from el evated | ocati ons.

MR. ASHTON:. For the nearby
houses, the ones that are in the vicinity,
what kind of visibility are you talking
t here?

THE WTNESS (Libertine): W!'re
tal ki ng al nost nonexistent this tine of the
year, and during the winter nonths it wll
not be sonething that eclipses the trees,
but rather there will be portions of the md
to upper portions of the facility that w |

be able to be seen.
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MR, ASHTON:. Wuld it be largely
spruce trees do you know?

THE W TNESS (Li berti ne):
Absol utely, yes. Wth the exception of on
t he host property, perhaps sonme of the
portions of that adjoining parcel at 74 that
we are part of their lot that abuts the
property owner that's proposing the
| ocations, they really have no direct
unobstructed vi ews.

MR. ASHTON: There isn't --

THE W TNESS (Libertine): There
are al nbst no one. There are sone on

Codfi sh Road on sone of the parcels that

have open fields. | do believe that there
wll be sone areas where it will slightly
eclipse, but it wll not be sonething where
we're |looking at, like | said, the high

school is probably the nost significant view
in ternms of how far above the tree |ine that
the facility m ght becone, but again, we're
tal king well over a mle away.

MR. ASHTON: | heard the word
"drai nage" nentioned when we were out in the

field. What is the surface of the conmpound
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that you are proposing to build? 1Is this an
asphalt surface that's inpervious or what is
it?

THE W TNESS (Centore): It's a
gravel surface.

MR, ASHTON. It's a gravel
surface. So that any rain, any noisture
falling on it would soak in rather than run
off; is that fair to say?

THE W TNESS (Centore): That's
correct.

MR. ASHTON. So, is a gravel
surface conpound |ikely to have any nmateri al
effect on drainage in the area?

THE W TNESS (Centore): You'll
have a slightly larger increase in runoff.

MR ASHTON: ' msorry?

THE WTNESS (Centore): You'll
get a slightly larger increase in runoff,
but it will hold nost of the water that
conmes down through the site.

MR, ASHTON: What is "a slightly

| arger increase,"” 30 percent, 5 percent, 60
per cent ?

THE WTNESS (Centore): | would
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say it's in the range of 5 to 10 percent
I ncr ease.

MR, ASHTON. It's a snal
I ncr ease?

THE W TNESS (Centore): \What we
do to mtigate that, if you don't mnd ne
continuing along that line, is what we do to
mtigate that is we use drai nage swales to
catch that water and dissipate it in the
sane pattern that it was originally draining
at at a slower rate.

MR. ASHTON. In regard to Site 2,
It appeared to nme that there were sone
depressions in the ground nearby. Could
t hey be used to divert water into those
t hi ngs?

THE W TNESS (Centore): In taking
a closer look, if you take a | ook at our
dr ai nage plan, we basically what we were
able to acconplish on Site 2 is to naintain
t he sane drai nage patterns. There are sone
swal es there. Wat we've done is nmaintain
that swale to carry the sane water it was
carrying before we get there, and the

drai nage patterns off of the conpound are
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very simlar, as close to simlar as the
exi sting condition.

MR. ASHTON:. Have you done any
probing of the soils to find out what their
characteristics are?

THE WTNESS (Centore): 1've done
sone vi sual observations on the site, and
there's a |l ot of | edge outcroppings there
and | arge boulders, but in terns of what the
makeup of the soil is I'mnot sure. W
haven't done any geotechnical studies.

MR, ASHTON: That cones with the
D&M pl an i nsofar as you get that far?

THE W TNESS (Centore): Correct.

MR, ASHTON: Two ot her questi ons.
The first one, what kind of a cyclone fence
are you proposing around this, 2-inch mesh?

THE WTNESS (Centore): |Inch,

I nch-and-a-half | think is our standard,
I nch-and-a-half, inch-and-a-quarter. [|'IlI
have to verify that.

MR. ASHTON: People are grinning
up here. They must think there's sonething
unusual about inch-and-a-half nesh.

THE WTNESS (Centore): |'m not
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seeing it called out.

MR ASHTON: Wuld it be

reasonable to assune that it will not be 2,
it will be sonething | ess than that?
THE W TNESS (Centore): It's

typically smaller than 2 to avoid peopl e
being able to clinb the fence.

MR. ASHTON: Thank you.

Last question. Wat kind of an
energency generator are we tal king up here?
Is Florida going to go into the power
busi ness to provide energency service for
all carriers?

THE W TNESS (Coppins): Are they
going into the w nd busi ness?

MR. ASHTON: No, the power
busi ness.

THE W TNESS (Coppins): W don't
own any generators.

MR, ASHTON: You don't?

THE W TNESS ( Coppi ns): No.

MR, ASHTON:. Wuld you like to go
I nt o busi ness?

THE W TNESS (Coppins): | don't

know i f we woul d.
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MR, ASHTON: What's the chance of
getting -- 1'll ask you -- and M. Baldw n
is back there somewhere |I'm sure taking
notes furiously -- what are the chances of
havi ng one generator for all carriers?

THE W TNESS (Coppins): W just
went through this process in New Canaan, and
during the hearing, because there was no
roomon the site -- and | don't know if you
renmenber that site, a very tight site, New
Canaan Hospital, at Silver H |l Hospital,
there is one generator. However, to
mai ntain it it required a | arger generator.
And there was a buy-in froma mai ntenance
schedul e for each one for Verizon. They
weren't really thrilled about doing that.
They did it because it was requested of the
Siting Council and the state.

MR. ASHTON: To educate ne
seriously, what is the problenf? You say it
takes nore to maintain it. Qbviously
there's a difference between 15 kWor 30 or
100.

THE W TNESS (Coppins): |'m not

sure that | can answer.
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MR ASHTON: Wiat's the i ssue?

THE W TNESS (Coppins): |'m not
sure that | can answer the issue with the
mai nt enance and what not . | know that there

was a nhmi nt enance agreenment between Verizon
and AT&T. T-Mobile opted out of the
generator. But | can't answer what is the
mai n i ssue.

MR, ASHTON: You all use a comobn
pol e. You could have one carrier or 25
carriers. There's a comon pole. What's
the problemw th a conmon generator? |
don't want --

THE W TNESS (Coppins): |'m not
sure if that --

MR. ASHTON: | have a technica

background, so you know better than to try

It on ne.

THE W TNESS ( Coppins): ©Oh, |
understand. | understand. |'m not sure
what the --

THE CHAI RMAN:  You can al so
answer you don't know, and then we can nove
on.

THE W TNESS (Coppins): | just
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don't know what the issue is.

MR. ASHTON: Thank you.

Not hi ng further, M. Chairman.

THE CHAI RVAN:  Thank you.

M . Hannon.

MR. HANNON: Thank you, M.
Chairman. | do have a few questi ons.

| just want to follow up. |
believe earlier it was stated that utilities
woul d be under ground?

THE W TNESS (Centore): Correct.

MR. HANNON: Al so just having
said that eyeballing the site there's a | ot
of | edge, would there be blasting to get the
utilities in?

THE W TNESS (Centore): 1'm going
to guess, based on what | saw, that there's
a lot of large boulders and a | ot of |arge
stone in there that could be noved by heavy
equi pnent. | don't see this as a site where
bl asti ng woul d be necessary. | could see
sonme spot chopping or, you know, pneumatic
equi pnent used to break up rock to be able
to get the trench in there for underground

utilities. You could mnimze the depth to
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24 inches and encase it in concrete to save
t he anount of rock renoval, but | believe

t hey can go underground w t hout needing to
bl ast there.

MR. HANNON: Now, if this were
approved as part of the D&M pl an, woul d you
be doing a nore thorough analysis on the
site conditions and be able to make a
determination as to if blasting is needed
and if so where?

THE W TNESS (Centore): W would
at the tinme of design for D&M do probes up
the access road to verify what the depth of
rock is and to see if blasting would in fact
be required. |If that were the case, part of
t he D&M subni ssi on woul d have the conpl ete
pl an to address the requirenents for
bl asting as far as notifications, safety
requirenents and the |i ke or code
requi rements.

MR. HANNON: Ckay. For Site 1,
map C 1A, where you have a | evel spreader
proposed, | think it's | evel spreader nunber
2, it alnost looks |like that's taking the

water that is currently flow ng towards the
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west, and the way your drainage swale is is
directing the water towards that | evel
spreader, but yet on site the natural

drai nage appears to go south. So where
you' ve got the | evel spreader al nbst seens
to be rerouting sonme of the drainage.

THE WTNESS (Centore): | just
want to clarify. On this plan there are
four | evel spreaders starting fromthe south
and working north and then east. Which one
of those --

MR HANNON: No. 2, CG4. It says
"proposed | evel spreader nunmber 2."

THE WTNESS (Centore): Ckay.
Thank you. | just want to nake sure | had

the right one. Gkay. That drainage pattern

ki nd of breaks there. You'll see that the
grade slope -- the grade starts at about
that stone wal | . We have an el evati on of

606, plus or mnus, and it slopes due west.
And it breaks to the right and ki nd of
follows the existing access road and goes
directly west. There's part of that grading
that does go to the south, but | think what

we're doing wwth that | evel spreader is
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mai nt ai ni ng that sane drai nage pattern where
we're directing the water that's com ng off
of this road that it currently sheet flows
to the west. Now it's going to sheet fl ow
down the road, and we're catching it in the
| evel spreader, slowng it down, and

mai nt ai ni ng the sane drai nage pattern.

Do you see how it breaks off to
the left and goes towards the wetl and, but
it al so goes --

MR. HANNON: And that's part of
nmy concern i s making sure that the water is
not diverted away fromthe wetl ands.

THE WTNESS (Centore): W're
mai nt ai ni ng the sane drai nage pattern. Wat
we didn't want to do is add additional water
to that wetland as wel |.

MR. HANNON: Those questi ons have
been asked and answer ed.

And agai n, tal king about the
details and terns of the construction
details, the proposed structure for the
utilities you have flexibility in that
dependi ng upon what you find on site?

THE W TNESS (Centore): Correct.
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MR. HANNON: So you coul d make
t hem nuch shorter than what's shown in the
detail s?

THE W TNESS (Centore): Correct.
Typically we try to get an excavated trench.
It's | ess expensive to construct, or we can
go shal l ower and encase the conduit in
concr et e.

MR. HANNON: | have no further
questi ons. Thank you.

THE CHAI RVAN:  Thank you.

M . Levesque.

MR. LEVESQUE: | guess ny
questions are just for M. Libertine.

Can you | ook at your view
visibility map in Exhibit 1 for Site 1?

THE W TNESS (Li bertine): Yes,

MR. LEVESQUE: First a conment.
They usually -- | understand that your team
soneti nes assenbl es the book and changes the
scal e fromwhat you' ve done before, but
frequently we see visibility maps that are
full page or two pages. So if you can put

an 8-by-10-inch map on this
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8- and- a- hal f-by-11 page, or frequently we've
even had two-page fol d-out ones and get a
map that's say 8 by 10 tines twice, it's
going to be at | east 150 square inches. On
this one we have 5-inch square, and so it's
only 25 square inches, so the total size
it's only one-sixth of what we're used to
seei ng.

THE W TNESS (Li bertine): |
under st and.

MR, LEVESQUE: So it's very hard
to see what the other significant properties
and el evations are. | can pick out your key
poi nts barely, but it's alittle small.

THE W TNESS (Libertine): It's a
good point. And actually | believe the
Counci | requested full-size maps as part of
the interrogatories.

VMR, LEVESQUE: G eat.

THE W TNESS (Libertine): Ckay.

MR, LEVESQUE: | m ssed that.

THE W TNESS (Li bertine): But
it's a good point. They should be the 11 by
17 full size as we see here.

MR. LEVESQUE: "1l ook at the
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conput er.

THE W TNESS (Libertine): |
apol ogi ze for the inconveni ence.

MR. LEVESQUE: And on your
simul ation for that sane site, photo 14, |
guess that's one of the nore as far as the
house site, there are cl oser houses?

THE W TNESS (Li bertine):

Correct.

MR, LEVESQUE: But this is an
exanpl e of one where there's a clear view
What do you think about can you el aborate on
your comment of how a fake tree woul d | ook
t here?

THE W TNESS (Libertine): | think
t hat a nonopine certainly froma few of the
| ocations, this being a great exanple, would
really not be very effective. | think it
woul d show -- it's actually a bul kier pole
as well as with all the faux branches. |
think it would draw the eye nore than just a
slimstyle nonopole. But you're right, and
that is an elevated | ocation about
three-quarters of a mle away, and that is

probably the predom nant or the nobst
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significant view above the tree |ine that
woul d be achi eved.

MR, LEVESQUE: So sonebody from
their yard mght see it well, but driving by
it would --

THE W TNESS (Libertine): Well,
actually it's a cul -de-sac out there, and I
was at the road curb. That property
actually dips down a little bit, so the
trees that are in the foreground wl |
actually serve to buffer that pretty
effectively, which is kind of nice. It's
ki nd of a worst case scenari o when the
actual driveway kind of goes down. So that
per specti ve changes pretty dramatically in
the yard itself but certainly from--

MR, LEVESQUE: So in their
backyard t hey m ght have trees then?

THE W TNESS (Libertine): |
certainly think the background, and even |
bel i eve they have a back porch there, |

think there are going to be trees that are

shielding that for the nost part. It
certainly wll not be as prom nent above the
tree |line.
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MR. LEVESQUE: And how about
phot o sinul ati on nunber 77

THE W TNESS (Li bertine): Seven?

MR, LEVESQUE: That's much
closer. Do you think a fake tree would nmake
much di fference there?

THE W TNESS (Libertine): Wll,
see now this is where we start getting into
t hat econony, you're getting the trade-offs.
I think, again, when | look at this --
either |ocation as having an opportunity to
do sonme kind of stealthing or conceal nent,
this is one where | think you could nmake the
argunent that a tree would be fairly
effective. But again, | think it will be
just as effective if that was a brown pole
w th brown appurtenances.

And agai n, one of the things I
know you fol ks are very famliar wth these
anal yses, but | just again want to go on the
record that these shots that we're show ng
are basically worst case. W're tal king
about static locations where we're literally
| eaning to get a view of the balloon. So |

say that only because again this is going to
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be a highly obscured view. That's the very
top of the facility, the red balloon there.

As you can see, there's quite a bit of

i ntervening trees there, so a brown pole

w th brown painted antennas would be just as
effective, if not nore so, than a tree in

that | ocati on.

MR, LEVESQUE: | just have a
quick -- it's not an inportant question, but
a question of interest. |It's on page 27 --

THE W TNESS (Li bertine): Sure.

MR. LEVESQUE. -- in the
appl i cation.

THE W TNESS (Libertine): The
executi ve summary?

MR, LEVESQUE: Yes. And then
it's also about the sheets that |list the
I ndi vi dual native Anerican tribes. The sane
names appear but no nore infornmation.

MR, LYNCH: That's the sane
question | had.

MR, LEVESQUE: Why was t he
Keweenaw Bay | ndi an and the Lac Vi eux Desert
Chi ppewa | ndi ans, which seens to be a tribe

in Wsconsin, why inquire with thenf
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THE W TNESS (Libertine): Well,
several years back the FCC t hrough the
Bureau of Indian Affairs worked with al
tribes to devel op a database so that when
there were any federal action projects, in
t his case because we have federal |icensees,
It's considered a federal action under NEPA,
the National Environnental Policy Act. Long
story short, they devel oped this enornous
dat abase, and all tribes are notified of
every single proposal that falls under
t here.

So what happens is there are a
lot of tribes that are scattered throughout
t he country who at one tine or another |ay
claimto having indigenous rights at one
poi nt or another to areas all over the
country. So we often see tribes from
Del aware, from Ckl ahoma who will show
I nterest and want to at |east reviewthe
process.

MR, LEVESQUE: They just ask to
be on the list to be notified for
everyt hi ng?

THE W TNESS (Libertine): Yes.
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And there's a fee involved, so it's a
revenue generation for the tribes as well.
And they're very proactive. |It's all done
electronically. So as soon as it's posted,
we often see -- we see the sane tribes for
the nost part in Connecticut. Depending on
where we are, sone tribes are nore
interested in the western hills than they
m ght be in the shore, but that's
essentially what it is. Every tribe -- 1
bel i eve there's over -- | know there's over
200, maybe even approaching 300 tri bes that
are on that database.

Does that answer the question?

MR, LEVESQUE: Well, it's not
because they laid claimor want to open a
casi no?

THE W TNESS (Libertine): 1"l
give you an exanple. | haven't spoken to
the folks at those two tribes directly about
this, but I will say that | had extensive
conversations and coordination early on in
nmy career with the Narragansett Tri be. Now,
t he Narragansetts clai meverywhere in New

Engl and. It doesn't matter where. | once
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asked theminnocently if they woul d devel op
sone sort of a map to show us where these
areas were so that we woul d know ahead of
tine and we could actually work with them
and | was told they will never produce a map
of that nature and that as far as they're
concerned all the states in New Engl and t hey
at one tine had rights to and they used it
for their spring mgration season right

t hroughout the whol e seasons for encanpnents
and that type of thing. And I think that is
essentially how nost of the tribes that, you
know, they were wanderers or nonads in sone
cases sO -- that's probably not the right
word because they do encanpnents, but
essentially they noved, and so they saw a

| ot of the country. So that's really how
this kind of devel oped. So, certain tribes
had small factions or |arge congregations
that at one tine used the area.

MR. LEVESQUE: Are they good
about responding so it doesn't hold up your
wor k?

THE WTNESS (Libertine): Al but

one tribe are very very good. W do have
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sone problens with one of the tribes in
terms of getting -- they will take the
information and they will take the check.
Cetting the letter back sonetines can be a
chal | enge.

MR. LEVESQUE: Thank you very
much.

THE WTNESS (Libertine): You're
very wel cone.

THE CHAI RVAN: M. Lynch.

MR. LYNCH. | actually had the
sane question about the Chi ppewas that M.
Levesque had. So | was curious. |I'mglad
you answered that. And |'ve dealt with the
Nar r agansetts, so enough said, and the Lac
Vieuxs too. It's a simlar type wanderers
t hrough New Engl and.

THE W TNESS (Libertine): Right.
And in all honesty, they certainly have a
nmuch stronger case certainly than I think
sone of the folks that we see that are
renote in West of the M ssissippi that m ght
chinme in.

MR. LYNCH. Most of the questions

| do have relate to the carriers thensel ves,
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so I'"'mgoing to wait for themto get up
here, but | do have a coupl e general
foll owup questions fromearlier

di scussi ons.

M. Libertine, we'll start with
you. And you know ny feeling on npbnopi nes,
so we won't go there. But | do like -- 1"1l
agree with you on the coloring of the pole,
but I think in answering Senator Mirphy's
questi on about the white antennas that you
see, now when they are -- are they painted
or are they covered when they -- | see them
on buildings on water towers and everything,
and they're a different color. Now, is that
paint, or is that sone type of material that
all ows the radi o waves to go through?

THE W TNESS (Li bertine): No,
they can be painted, and that is typically
pai nt .

MR. LYNCH: And that won't i npact
any of the transm ssion --

THE W TNESS (Li bertine): No,
it's a special paint simlar to when you do
t hese faux conceal ments with the what they

call the radio frequently transparent
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material. |t was devel oped for that
application. You're right, when we see a
wat er tower agai nst building facades, a | ot
of times they'll paint those to match.

MR, LYNCH: | see themall the
time.

THE W TNESS (Libertine): Right.

MR. LYNCH But | was just
curi ous whet her they --

THE W TNESS (Li bertine): They do
normal ly cone white.

MR. LYNCH My question really
was in painting them does that change the
frequency or change any of the transm ssion
or anything like that?

THE W TNESS (Li bertine): W have
sone radi o frequency engi neers here, but ny
understanding is no it can be used as | ong
as you use the right style of paint.

MR. LYNCH: | see them both
sitting back here. They'll get the sane
questi on.

And I'mgoing to let the Chairnman
deal wth the energency generator.

M. Coppins, when you were
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t al ki ng about your search ring, you

menti oned that you have RF engi neers at
North Atlantic. Now, can you give ne a
little background? Do these RF engi neers go
out searching for holes in sites and then
contact the carriers, or do they get
information fromthe carriers and go out and
| ook for sites?

THE W TNESS (Coppins): In this
particular site we had an RF engi neer say
there's a site needed here, and North
Atlantic sent ne the information and said we
need a site here, and that's how | got that.
They have hired RF engineers that they go
out and that's what they do, they find
hol es, they find different things in rings.

MR. LYNCH Now that |eads to ny
next question. Are the sane RF engi neers,
now that we're getting away from gaps and
can you hear ne now coverage, doing the sane
thing for delivering data to different
areas?

THE W TNESS (Coppins): | don't
know t he answer to that.

MR LYNCH Al right. Thank
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you.

And those are all ny questions,
M. Chairman. The rest are for the
carriers.

THE CHAI RMAN.  Thank you. So,
since | guess | have to say sonething since
this really isn't a question for you and it
wll not be a question for the two carriers,
but they know the Council's policy,
particularly when they cone in together,

t hi nk of sonmething |like thou shalt use a
shared generating facility if and when this
were to be approved. So |I'mnot going to
bel abor that. But the policy of the Council
is pretty clear, so you don't -- | know
everybody is | ooking at ne strangely, but I
t hi nk sone of you know that's the policy.

But | do have a question. On the

consultation with the nunicipality, I'ma
little bit -- and maybe it's just the
chronol ogy -- but at one point on pages 34

and 35 it tal ks about they were neeting with
town officials, but it nentioned
specifically I think it was M. Palner from

the town's | don't know whether it's | and
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use director was the one who reconmmended you
have a nore -- find a nore centrally-1ocated
site on the property and that it says that
he -- 1'Il quote it, that if the facility

was to be | ocated on the property nore

centrally, he would support it. Is that
correct? | guess as of that date, which is
January.

And then we have a subsequent
letter froml think the first sel ect man
whi ch says the town is opposed to it. Aml
understanding this right?

THE W TNESS (Coppins): You're
understanding it correctly, yes.

THE CHAI RVAN. Ckay. So w t hout
knowi ng anynore, that's the chronol ogy of
first, the town's officials did |look at this
site, did suggest the slightly different
| ocation, which | guess is Site 2; is that
correct?

THE W TNESS ( Coppi ns): That
woul d be correct, Site 2.

THE CHAI RMAN:  And t hen
subsequent to that, for whatever reason, it

was at |least at the | evel of the first
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sel ectman a change in view, is that correct?

THE W TNESS (Coppins): | would
bel i eve that's what happened, yes.

THE CHAI RVAN: Ckay.

M. Mercier.

MR. MERCI ER.  Thank you.

| just had one other question on
the visibility analysis for Site 1, photo
14. | think we were tal ki ng about that
photo with regards to the tree tower
earlier. |t says adjacent to nunber 9,
Wl f pits Road?

THE W TNESS (Libertine): Yes,

MR MERCIER | didn't find a
corresponding photo in the Site 2 photo
analysis for this particular location. | do
believe that Site 2 would al so be visible
from here?

THE W TNESS (Li bertine): Just
bear wwth ne one nonent. It would be a
simlar view \Wat we did, we tried to
frane that. There are sone photos of
proposed Site 2 actually in that general

area nunber 15, and that analysis gives a
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kind of simlar elevated view. It's just at
the location of Site 1, the photo for Site
1, | think it would kick over alittle bit,
so that would certainly be simlar in
nature. So, we tried to do sonething in
that general area. | think 15 is probably
t he cl osest we have to that in the Site 2

| ocation. And actually 14 is in that
general area too, but it's a little further
to the north. So yes, to answer your
question, it would be simlar in nature.

MR. MERCIER  Ckay. So sonewhere
on that call it horizon the tree line it
woul d extend up to the right or the left?

THE W TNESS (Libertine): It
woul d actually be, if we're |ooking at it,
it would actually be al nost be in the sane
direct line of site slightly to the left.

MR. MERCI ER.  Thank you.

And just going back to the Site 2
of the closest residence to the residenti al
property line, | think the closest residence
was 610 feet away?

THE W TNESS (Li bertine):

(Noddi ng head in the affirmative.)
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MR. MERCIER: So woul dn't the
property line for a residential property be
a lot closer than 633?

THE W TNESS (Libertine): 1'l]
play M. Centore for just a nonent. W were
| ooking at that earlier, and yes that | ot
that is show ng, going back to G1 -- I'm
sorry. @oing back to, yes, CG1 -- was that
for Site 2?2 I'msorry, M. Mercier.

MR. MERCIER  Yes, Site 2.

THE W TNESS (Libertine): | think
what happened was when | | ooked at
M. Centore's notes, it appears as though
t he cl osest residence is correct. And
you're right, that corner of the |ot at
7757-119 woul d be cl oser obviously than 600
feet. | don't have that distance. | don't
know i f you have that distance. OCh, here it
I's, 475.

THE W TNESS (Centore): Four
seventy-five is the nearest property |line.

THE W TNESS (Libertine): So it's
475 to the corner of that |ot, and that
should be the closest |ot to the conpound,

yes.




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

MR MERCIER  Again, that's Site
2, correct?

THE W TNESS (Libertine): That's
Site 2, correct.

MR. MERCI ER: Thank you. No
ot her questi ons.

THE CHAI RMVAN: W'l | now proceed
wth the next intervenor for cross
exam nati on.

Attorney Laub, do you have any
questions? And | guess cone to that table,
pl ease.

MR. LAUB: For the record, Daniel
Laub with the firmof Cuddy & Feder on
behal f of the intervenor AT&T. No
questi ons.

THE CHAI RMAN:.  And t he
I ntervenor, Codfish H Il Environnental
Trust, Attorney A nsworth?

MR. Al NSWORTH: Thank you very
much.

Now, M. Libertine, did you
consi der whether that the use of a radone
cover on the antenna array m ght reduce the

vi sual mass for visual presentation of the
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ant enna arrays?

THE WTNESS (Libertine): 1In this
case | didn't consider that. That was not
proposed, so | was using what was actually
proposed, panel antennas in this case.

MR AINSWORTH:  And if the
applicant were to consider using radone, do
you have an opinion as to whether or not it
woul d present a |l ess than visual nass
present ati on?

THE W TNESS (Li bertine): Any
time we're tal king about an antenna profile
that is smaller in nass, it's certainly
going to reduce the visible aspects of the
top of the tower where the appendages are
affixed to the pole. So certainly it would
assist in mnimzing or at |east reducing
t he overal |l nmass.

MR. Al NSWORTH: And have you
enpl oyed such radi o covers el sewhere in
Connecti cut ?

THE W TNESS (Li bertine): That
really wouldn't be a question for ne. |I'm
sure they exist. Maybe you can define

exactly what kind of radi o antenna that
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you're alluding to because | may be confused
as to what exactly you're getting at.

MR, Al NSWORTH: Ckay. Well,
first of all, do you know what a radone
cover is?

THE W TNESS (Li bertine): Not
really, no.

MR. Al NSWORTH:  Ckay.

THE W TNESS (Libertine): | don't
mean to be difficult. It's not aterml'm
famliar wth.

MR. Al NSWORTH: Any of these
questions are certainly directed to the
entire panel if there's another nmenber of
t he panel that understands the question
better.

THE W TNESS (Centore): Carlo
Centore from Centek Engi neering. Radone is
the covering that covers the elenments within
t he antenna that make up the antenna. Each
manuf acturer -- and it's typically a
fiberglass product. 1It's an RF transparent
product. And each manufacturer of antennas
has a different shaped radone or covering

over their el enents. So it's difficult to
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say. | don't understand what the
application that you' re speaking of is. |
know that if there's a certain nanufacturer
of an antenna, they have a radonme or a cover
that covers their elenents. There is sone
technol ogy that's been depl oyed for
stealthing of antennas which is another form
of radone which is an additional cover that
goes over the antennas.

MR, AINSWORTH: Correct. That's
what |"'mreferring to.

THE WTNESS (Centore): Very
rarely have | seen that utilized on towers.
We do utilize that application on rooftops,
specifically on snokestacks or chi mey
stacks on rooftops. | would say at the top
of a tower if you start creating a radone
dependi ng on the plan di nensions of that
antenna, sone antennas are 12 inches w de,
so to create a cylinder to enclose or screen
that antenna, it could be upwards of 16 to
20 inches in dianeter creating sone
addi tional wi nd area, nunber one. Number
two, difficulty in servicing. And by

additional wnd area, that would have
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inmplications in terns of the anount of tower
you'd see. The tower would get sonewhat
beefier to be able to nanage those types of
covers. But |I'm not sure where your
question is heading, but they can be
utilized. |In ny opinion, they are | arger so
they would be nore visible, if that's what
you' re speaking of. Oherwise, it's going
to depend on the manufacturer of the antenna
or what the surface area or profile of the
antenna you' d see on the tower.

MR. Al NSWORTH: But you woul d
agree with ne that there are fi bergl ass
coverings that can be placed around ant enna
arrays so that they don't present that
angul ar mass that you would normally see at
the top of a tower that's in the photo?

THE WTNESS (Centore): As |
stated, you would increase the mass of the
space occupi ed by that antenna because it
woul d need to be | arger to acconmbdate the
antenna itself within the cylinder. It
woul d not be angular; it would be
cylindrical, if that's what is utilized, but

| don't know that it would reduce the
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visibility of the view of the antenna.
MR. Al NSWORTH: Per haps from an
engi neeri ng standpoint. But maybe from a
visibility standpoint, maybe M. Libertine
could address that. Wuld this snoot her
presentation for a cylinder type shape be
| ess of an object distraction than the
typi cal antenna array on a 12-foot platfornf
THE W TNESS (Li bertine): Well,
it's difficult only in the sense that we are
tal ki ng about a | arger object, and agai n,
all things being equal, if you re talking
about the same antennas that are now goi ng
to be enclosed with this radone. W're
talking multiple antennas at three different
sectors. |I'mnot convinced first blush that
that's going to be any |l ess intrusive
because | think now we're tal ki ng about a
little bit nore mass. | think certainly
there is going to be a -- there will be
certainly sone viewers |looking at it that
m ght be the roundness or the softness,
maybe, if that's the right word, but | think
we're tal king about nultiple arrays or the

nmultiple antennas with three sectors.
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That's going to be a fairly substanti al
structure if we start enclosing them

MR. Al NSWORTH: Coul d you reduce
t he substantial structure size by close
mappi ng the antennas as opposed to putting
t hem on pl atforns?

THE W TNESS (Libertine): Froma
visibility standpoi nt obvi ously anything
that starts comng in closer to the tower is
going to be less of a spread on the tops of
that. It certainly starts to soften things
and make it a |l ot nore conpact, yes, but I
know t here are sone technical issues
associated with that that I"'mnot really the
person to speak to about that. But yes, to
answer your question, sure.

MR, AINSWORTH: And did | hear
correctly earlier on cross-exan nation that
you believe that Site 2 has the | esser
vi sual inpact of the two sites?

THE W TNESS (Li berti ne):
Slightly, but yes, | think, again, |'m
probably nore sensitive to the fact that |
believe it probably has | ess of an inpact,

and again very slightly, to what 1'l1| cal
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t he i mredi ate area of Codfish Hill Road.

MR. Al NSWORTH:  Qbvi ously you
have Site 1 and Site 2. |s anyone on the
panel aware of why there ended up with two
alternatives on this particular |ocation? |
think there was a nention that one of them
had -- one of the | eases had expired on one
of the sites. Do you have an idea of why
the owners |l et that | apse?

THE W TNESS (Coppins): | think
we didn't nean to let it |lapse. Once it
| apsed, then we went back. The reason that
there's two sites on the property is we put
forward a technical report with Site 1, and
at the town neeting they requested that we
nmove the site to a nore central | ocation on
t he property, which our |andlord obliged us,
and we were able to do that. That's how we
cane up with two sites on the site.

MR. Al NSWORTH: When you say
"they requested,” a nore central | ocation,
who is "they"?

THE W TNESS ( Coppi ns):
Representatives fromthe town during our

public hearing at the -- |'mnot sure where
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It was. There was also a letter from Steve
Pal mer, the town pl anner.

MR. Al NSWORTH: And do you know
if M. Palner was authorized to nake that
recitation on behalf of the town when he
made that letter?

THE W TNESS (Coppins): | would
assune so, but I don't know that for a fact.

MR, AINSWORTH: | notice in
Exhibit | there's a 2-mle radius on the
vi sual inpact study, but none of the
phot ographs are nore than a mle and a
quarter away fromthe proposed site. Wat's
t he purpose of having a 2-mle study area if
you don't take any sanpl e phot ographs
t hroughout the site?

THE W TNESS (Li bertine): Well,
we drive all the roads. |In this case the
views that are at di stance we've nore or
| ess represented all those areas of
visibility. It doesn't extend out where we
could viewit or could predict it beyond two
mles. So it's a matter of providing
representati on throughout that whol e area.

W do npbdel it so in those areas where we
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cannot actually physically gain access to
verify we want to show t hose because there's
a potential. But if you take a ook at Site
1, you'll see that the majority, if not all,
of the areas depicted with sone | evel of
visibility have sone representative photo

| ocati ons.

What | have been doing lately in
the |l ast year or so is provide a lot nore
nonvi si bl e phot ographs, and a | ot of tines
t hat does cover sone of those distant areas,
that elevation, just to kind of show again
t he general | andscape and give the viewers
an idea of kind of what's going on within
that entire study area.

MR. AINSWORTH:. Wth regards to
today's balloon float, | believe | heard you
comment in the field that you had sone |
believe you called it deflection of the
bal | oons?

THE W TNESS (Li berti ne):
Certainly at Site 1 when we were at the site
wal k today that was getting quite a bit of
w nd above the trees at that tine, so we

were getting a good anount of what | cal
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fl exion or the ball oon being pushed over at
an angle, so we were not achieving the full
hei ght during the site walk certainly while
t he wi nds were up.

MR, AINSWORTH:  And was it al so
true that the balloon on the string actually
the tether had tangled into the tree canopy
on both | ocations?

THE W TNESS (Li bertine): Yes.
That happens, yes. Sonetinmes it actually
wor ks to our advantage, believe it or not,
where it wll actually get hung up on a
branch, and that wll keep it straight
t hrough the canopy and then it wll defl ect
at the top, but sonetines we just run into
t hose situations. W try to free it up when
we can. W're at the nmercy of these days
when the Council has actually set the
hearing. Certainly when we're doing our
floats for purposes of these type of
eval uations, a day |ike today woul d never
have been consi dered just because a
conbi nation of the wi nd and not having
the -- well, precipitation certainly usually

Is sonething we don't like to deal with, and
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we don't have the full visibility that we
li ke to have in terns of being able to see,
you know, several mles.

MR, AINSWORTH: And this is the
first tinme that the public has been notified
i n advance of the balloon fly at this
| ocati on, correct?

THE W TNESS (Libertine): That |
don't know. | do know we did make a
courtesy call to the town before we flew
bot h of these sites; but beyond that, |I'm
just not privy to that.

MR. Al NSWORTH: So just for
pur poses of the record, if nenbers of the
public had wanted to take phot ographs
representative of their view or their
favorite view of the balloon float, it m ght
not be accurate in the sense that the
bal | oons were not the full height that they
shoul d be, right?

THE W TNESS (Li bertine): Today?

MR, Al NSWORTH:  Today.

THE W TNESS (Libertine): | can
speak to the tine we were on the site as a

group that that is probably accurate. |
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woul d say any tinme before that, any tine
before quarter to 2, it would have been a
very accurate representation. W had very
favorabl e | ow wi nds early today.

MR. Al NSWORTH: When you
cal cul ate the nunber of trees that are being
removed, you noted that they use a 10-inch
dianeter or larger tree. Wy do you pick 10
i nches as opposed to 6, 7, 87

THE W TNESS (Centore): | believe
it's the standard that we've been using on
the Siting Council applications, 10 inches
and larger. And I'lIl have to check the
regul ati on where that cones from and ||
have to get back to you on that. [|'mpretty
sure it's a guide that was provided as part
of the Siting Council applications.

MR, Al NSWORTH: Wbul d
M. Qustafson have a better know edge of
what the value of various tree sizes would
be?

THE W TNESS (Libertine): Well, |
can't speak for M. Qustafson, but | can
tell you ny experience is that the val ue of

the tree certainly froma resal e standpoi nt
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or being able to harvest, certainly as the
tree matures it gets larger in dianeter, and
t he potential goes up for it to be
mar ket able. But a lot of the trees al so,
you know, it cones down to whether -- well,
what type of tree it is, its growh pattern,
whet her or not you can get board | ength out
of it, otherwse it's going to be used
primarily for cord wood typically. A |lot of
trees up on that property you probably
noti ced sonme sugar maples which have their
own value. [|I'mnot sure if the farmor the
owners actually tap into those or not. And
| do believe anywhere from6 to 10 i nches
tends to be the guidance that's used in nost
of the applications that |I've seen.
Anyt hi ng below that tends to be certainly
not froma narketable standpoint. | think
nost of the sites we see are not actively
used for that anyway, and the idea is to try
to mnimze the tree cutting so we can
mai ntai n as much screeni ng as possi bl e.

MR. Al NSWORTH: And ny question
Is not only to the econom c val ue of trees

but also to its natural resource val ue.
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Woul d you agree with ne that trees between 6
and 10 i nches perform val uabl e nat ur al

resources functions?

THE W TNESS (Libertine): | think
trees, yes, | think trees of, you know,
several girths will contribute. You're

tal ki ng about several different type of
functions, sure.

MR. Al NSWORTH:  There's no
guarantee that the vegetation on the site
w || be maintained going forward ot her than
Wi thin the conpounds that are within the
control of the Applicant, correct?

THE W TNESS (Libertine): 1"l
answer that yes, there's never a guarant ee.
We don't have to -- in this case North
Atl antic Towers woul d probably have contro
over anything in the | ease area.

MR, Al NSWORTH:  And on
Ccross-exam nati on one of the Council nenbers
asked isn't it true that the property could
have up to 25 hones, probably sonething
| ess, but up to 25 hones theoretically built
on the site, correct?

THE W TNESS (Li bertine): That
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was asked, yes, and answer ed.

MR, AINSWORTH:  And if the site
wer e devel oped in that fashion for the
maxi mum nunber of hones, wouldn't a | ot of
t he assunptions for visual inpact be
drastically altered?

THE WTNESS (Libertine): | don't
think they'd be drastically altered. And
the reason | say that is | think a | ot of
the prinme area on that site or that property
for redevelopnment is fairly cleared | and.
The areas that we're tal ki ng about is using
for what I'Il call a buffer between
adj oining properties is kind of -- we're at
the nore or |less the edges of the property.
| nmean, anything is possible wth enough
noney and engi neering, but this starts to
drop off fairly steeply towards the south
towards Codfish H Il Road fromSite 2, and
Site 1 is nore or less in the eastern
portion of the property. So I think the
areas that | would have concern, if that's
the right word, in ternms of buffering those
nei ghbors to the east and the south, | think

they would stay fairly intact in terns of
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the tree cover that's there today. But
there's always a possibility. It depends on
what the | ot |ayouts are and hypothetically
speaki ng sone of those trees that |
antici pate staying could be renoved as part
of that devel opnent. W do have sone
wet | and constraints over there that woul d
probably prohibit anything again to the
south of -- anything substantial to the
south of Site 2.

So, | understand your point, but
I think -- and when we take a | ook at the
whol e property, there's quite a bit of open
field. | think that's probably the area
t hat woul d be npbst advant ageous for buil di ng
new hones.

MR, Al NSWORTH:  You haven't
anal yzed the site for where the suitable
| ocati ons woul d be for hones, have you?

THE W TNESS (Libertine): No,
this is just purely hypothetical based on
t he conversation that started.

MR. Al NSWORTH: And you were out
at the sane site that | was. There were a

| ot of trees around the conpound areas; were
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t here not?
THE W TNESS (Li bertine): Around
t he two conpound areas? Yes, absolutely.
MR, Al NSWORTH:  And all of those
trees are subject to be renoved by the
current |andlord, correct?
THE W TNESS (Li bertine):
Certainly, outside of our |ease area, yes.
MR AINSWORTH:  And within the
| ease area nost of the trees have been
r enoved?
THE W TNESS (Li bertine): True.
MR, Al NSWORTH:  And so with
regard to Site 2, the nore centrally-1ocated
potential tower, there are houses to the
north and west that currently have sone
screening fromtrees, at least fromthe
| ower views of the tower; is that not true?
THE WTNESS (Libertine): Yes, it
Is heavily screened if we're talking to the
north and to the northwest and even to the
nor t heast .
MR. Al NSWORTH: And do you have
or does the applicant have any know edge of

the owner's future plans for the property?
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THE W TNESS (Libertine): |
don't.

THE W TNESS ( Coppi ns): The owner
does not have any plans to at this point in
time to develop the rest of the property.
She hasn't conveyed that to ne.

MR, AINSWORTH:  And the site
currently is at |least partially agriculture
use; is it not?

THE W TNESS (Coppins): | don't
know what they do with that property at this
poi nt, whether it's agricultural or it's
just their | and.

MR. AINSWORTH:. Did any of you
noti ce the farm ng equi pnent that was near
t he entrance road that we wal ked?

M5. KOHLER: | believe he
answered the question. He doesn't know what
the property is used for. He doesn't know
iIf it's agricultural | and.

MR, Al NSWORTH: Those were two
different questions. One was did you see
t he farm ng equi pnent; in other words, do
you know how they use the property?

THE W TNESS (Coppins): | did not
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noti ce the farm ng equi pnent.

MR. AINSWORTH:. Did any of the
applicant's team nenbers notice the | arge
field of highbush blueberries to the
sout hwest of Site 27

THE W TNESS (Coppins): | did not
notice it.

MR, Al NSWORTH:  And M. Libertine
mentioned that there was a potenti al
limtation for activity due to wetl ands.
Isn'"t it true that wetlands | aws don't apply
to agricultural use?

THE W TNESS (Libertine): 1In
several cases there are opportunities to do
things froman agricultural conponent, but
there are still limtations as to what you
can do.

MR, AINSWORTH: 1'd just ask the
Council to take adm nistrative notice of the
wet | ands | aws that have an agri cul tural
exenpti on.

Now, woul d the applicant be
wlling to place any kind of cedar fencing
or ground-| evel fencing around the conpound

to mtigate any |l ower-|evel use from nearby
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property owners?

THE W TNESS (Coppins): |If it
wer e approved and the Council asked us to do
that, we would certainly be willing to do
t hat .

MR, Al NSWORTH:  Just out of
curiosity, | noticed that there was
testinony that there were three separate
bal | oon floats, but there are two sites.

Wiy were there three separate balloon floats
for two sites?

THE W TNESS (Libertine): W did
the full analyses individually for these,
and then | went a third tinme just to kind of
verify and do sone additional work.

MR, Al NSWORTH: M. Libertine,
you noted in your testinony that you said a
red ball oon would junp out nore than
potentially a nonopol e antenna array; am!|
correct?

THE W TNESS (Li bertine): Yes,
l'd like to qualify that. Wat | said was
or what | think I said, at |east what I
nmeant was when we're out doi ng our anal yses

in the field we use a red ball oon. It's a
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great focal point because it's often very
difficult to |look through the trees and to
find what we're actually looking for. So ny
only point was when you're | ooking for that
object, it's very easy or nuch easier for us
to pick out than an obscured pole that's
buried in the trees. That was ny only
poi nt .

MR, Al NSWORTH:  The bal | oon
itself is 4 feet in dianeter, correct?

THE W TNESS (Li berti ne):
Correct.

MR, Al NSWORTH:  And what's the
di aneter of the proposed tower at both
sites?

THE W TNESS (Li bertine): The
tower tapers to 18 to 24 inches.

THE W TNESS (Centore):
Twent y-f our i nches.

THE W TNESS (Li bertine): About
24 inches at the top, and then you've
obviously got the arrays at the top, which
are spread 12 foot across.

MR, Al NSWORTH:  What does the

tower start out at the base?
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THE W TNESS (Libertine): They
vary a little bit, so that's why |I'm
hesi tati ng.

THE W TNESS (Centore): Dependi ng
on the manufacturer or thickness of steel,
but anywhere from4 to 6 feet in dianeter.

I would say the 150-f oot nonopol e woul d be
about 4 feet in dianeter at the base, and
the 170-f oot nonopole would be closer to 6
feet at the base.

MR. Al NSWORTH: And you nenti oned
that the antenna arrays are 12 feet in
di aneter, correct?

THE W TNESS (Centore): Twelve
feet face projection. There's a flat
surface area. The platform it's a
triangle. One leg of the triangle is
approxi nately 12 feet across.

MR, Al NSWORTH:  And t he ant ennas
t henmsel ves are how | ong?

THE W TNESS (Centore): They
vary. Typically we see antennas between 4
and 8 feet in height and about 8 inches to
12 inches in w dth.

MR. Al NSWORTH: So you' ve got a
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12-foot platformand perpendicular to it
you've got a 6 to 8-foot antenna?

THE W TNESS (Centore): Correct,
at approxinmately 4 feet on center.

MR. Al NSWORTH:  And the ball oon
itself is floating on a very thin tether
conpared to a tower, correct?

THE WTNESS (Libertine): That's
correct.

MR, Al NSWORTH:  So t he vi sual
sight line intersects would be nmuch harder
to see for the tether than it would be for
an actual pole; would it not?

THE WTNESS (Libertine): That's
correct.

MR, AINSWORTH: |1'm getting
cl ose.

You said you are able to speak
for the applicant but wthin paraneters.
Can you explain what the paraneters are?

MR, LYNCH M. Ainsworth, can
you repeat that question? | just didn't
hear it at all.

MR, AINSWORTH: Certainly. | was

not | ooking at the m crophone.
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There was sone testinony that the
applicant, M. Coppins, you testified that
you were authorized to speak for the
applicant but within paraneters, and | was
wonderi ng what the constraints m ght be.

THE W TNESS (Coppins): Well, the
paraneters are, for instance, the fence that
you just asked nme about, it falls within our
paraneters to be able to do sonething like
t hat because obviously it did in your case
make sense for us to want to screen the
base, so that's why | answered that it's
reasonable and within reason. If it's
outside what | think woul d be reasonabl e, we
woul d have a conversation with the rest of
t he owners of the conpany to determ ne
whet her we shoul d be able to do sonet hi ng.

MR. AINSWORTH:. So it's in your
subj ective determ nati on of what's
reasonabl e?

THE W TNESS (Coppins): |'m not
exactly sure what you nean by that, but I
nmean there are certain things that we've
done in the past and we continue to do them

And if it's asked during a hearing or during
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a construction neeting or during sonething,
we're able to make a deci sion on the spot to
do that, yes.

MR, Al NSWORTH: Have there been
any soil probes done on the site yet?

THE W TNESS (Centore): No.

MR, Al NSWORTH:  You did notice
that there were significant outcroppings,
and | think you nentioned that there was
| edge that was visible on the site, correct?

THE W TNESS (Centore): Correct.

MR, AINSWORTH: Wbuldn't -- well,
doesn't soil type inpact the ability to
infiltrate stormwater?

THE W TNESS (Centore): Yes.

MR, Al NSWORTH:  And wi t hout
havi ng soil probes, you don't know whet her
or not you may be hitting | edge which is
relatively i1 npervious, correct?

THE WTNESS (Centore): |I'm
sorry, but | don't understand your question.

MR, AINSWORTH: Certainly. Let
me see if | can rephrase it. Wthout having
soi |l probes, you don't know where the | edge

Is other than where it appears on the
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surface visible to soneone wal ki ng by,
correct?

THE W TNESS (Centore): Correct.

MR. Al NSWORTH: But you have
stormwater infiltration designs or
conceptual plans in your site plans noted in
t he applicati on?

THE W TNESS (Centore): | do not.

MR, Al NSWORTH:  The | evel
spreaders are neant to direct stormwater so
that it may infiltrate into the site?

THE WTNESS (Centore): No. The
| evel spreaders redirect the water and
reduce the rate at which it flows across the
surface. It's not intended to infiltrate
into the ground. It's nmaintaining direction
of water flow on the site.

MR, Al NSWORTH:  You were asked
sone questions about there were depressions
nearby Site 2 that m ght be used for soi
infiltration of stormwater, correct?

THE W TNESS (Centore): | don't
recall the term"infiltration.” | think
what we're tal king about here is runoff and

how runoff I s maintained, but the site is
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designed to maintain the current
characteristics of runoff. So if there are
exi sting |l edge conditions and there are
exi sting rock outcroppings, that condition
I's not being changed by the proposed design.
And what we're doing by addi ng additi onal
slightly |l ess pervious material to the site
Is we're redirecting those flows using | evel
spreaders so as to naintain the current
characteristics of drainage on that
property.

MR, Al NSWORTH: Based on surface
observati on?

THE W TNESS (Centore): Based on
drai nage patterns.

MR, Al NSWORTH:  But those
drai nage patterns are determ ned by surface
observati ons as opposed to soil testing?

THE WTNESS (Centore): The two
do not go along. You'd have to clarify your
question. But what we're doing, to be
clear, in terns of the design here is we're
not changi ng the characteristics of the
ground there. That site, as it exists today

and it's probably been like that for quite a
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|l ong tinme, has water that drains across it.

MR. Al NSWORTH: But you're al so
going to alter the road?

THE W TNESS (Centore): Correct.

MR. AINSWORTH: You're going to
be doing --

THE W TNESS (Centore): Correct.

MR. Al NSWORTH: You're going to
renove earth?

THE W TNESS (Centore): Correct.

MR, Al NSWORTH:  And you' re goi ng
to conpact soil ?

THE W TNESS (Centore): Correct.

MR. Al NSWORTH: And you'll be
renovi ng | edge and probably sone terrain to
| evel out the inclines?

THE W TNESS (Centore): Correct.

MR, Al NSWORTH:  And all of those
w Il have inpacts on water flow, wll they
not ?

THE W TNESS (Centore): Exactly.
And that's why we've proposed to use |evel
spreaders to dissipate that water in the
sane patterns as they do today. A full

drai nage analysis wll actually be prepared
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as part of the D&M pl an which will show any
I ncrease or the significance of increased
runoff or flowon the site, and it's
addressed at that point in nore detail.

MR, Al NSWORTH:  And directing
your attention to the Site 2 visual i npact
anal ysis, photos 9 and 10, | think sone
di scussi on was had about that bei ng sonewhat
representative of a nore | guess broader
intersect wwth a larger portion of the
tower. Wuldn't a nonopine or a conceal ed
tower of sone sort be of assistance in
reduci ng the inpacts for those particul ar
views and views |ike thenf

THE W TNESS (Li berti ne):
Attorney Ainsworth, | just want to make
sure, 9 and 10 for Site 2? | just want to

make sure |'m | ooking at the right one.

MR AINSWORTH: 1"l confirm
but | --

THE W TNESS (Li bertine): No,
that's fine. | get what you're saying.

These two happen to be through trees with
the | eaves off. And obviously when the

| eaves are on the tree, you wouldn't be able
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to see through there.

You know, when we tal k about
concealing within a nonopine, it's always a
very difficult discussion for ne because |
tend to feel as though these type of views,
when you're | ooking, whether it's these type
of views or a little further away or even a
little closer where you have sone aspect of
the tower, anything you can do to soften it
certainly is of benefit. And I think if
we're strictly tal king about | ooking through
the trees fromthese two | ocations, then |
think fromthat aspect, yes, it could
probably help. W're still tal king about a
structure that is, you know, fromthese
per spectives significantly above the tree
line with no backdrop.

So, you know, it's still going to
be a very very |l arge object on the horizon
just because of the branching to conceal and
to give it sonme kind of a shape that would
| ook somewhat natural. | can't argue that
it wouldn't help soften it, but again,
caution it's this trade-off because we coul d

be sonewhere else at three-quarters of a

103




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

ml e away and having a view that does not
have an obstruction and then it's going to
loomfairly largely year round. So it's a
bal anci ng act. But yes, | think, you know,
for what you're asking certainly those two
| ocations it could help soften it. Soneone
el se may have anot her opi nion and say, |eez,
that's a pretty big pine on the horizon.
But | think there are sone others that |
t hi nk, you know, you pointed to one earlier.
And | apol ogi ze because | just don't have it
right at ny fingertips which one it was, but
when that one did not eclipse the tree |ine,
and | think that's where it's nmuch nore
effective in those what 1'll call mrror
Vi ews.

THE CHAI RVAN:  Excuse ne, we're
going to have to break now

MR, Al NSWORTH:  Then we'l | break.

THE CHAI RVAN.  Ckay. The Counci
W ll recess until 7 p.m, at which tine
we'l |l comrence the public comment session of
t he heari ng.

(Wher eupon, the w tnesses were

excused and t he above proceedi ngs were

104




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

adjourned at 5:03 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATE

| hereby certify that the foregoing 105
pages are a conplete and accurate
conput er-ai ded transcription of my origina
stenotype notes taken of the Council Meeting
I n Re: DOCKET NO. 458, FLORI DA TONER
PARTNERS LLC, d/b/a NORTH ATLANTI C TOVERS,
FOR A CERTI FI CATE OF ENVI RONMENTAL
COVPATI BI LI TY AND PUBLI C NEED FOR THE
CONSTRUCTI ON, MAI NTENANCE, AND COPERATI ON OF
A TELECOVMUNI CATI ONS FACI LI'TY AT ONE OF TWO
LOCATI ONS AT 62-64 CODFI SH HI LL ROAD, BETHEL
CONNECTI CUT, whi ch was hel d before ROBERT
STEI'N, Chairman, and JAVMES J. MJURPHY, JR ,
Vice Chairman, at the Bethel Town Hall,
General Purpose Room 1 School Street,
Bet hel , Connecticut, on June 2, 2015.

Lisa L. Warner, L.S.R, 061

Court Reporter
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| NDE X (Cont'd)

APPLI CANT' S EXHI BI TS

(Received in evidence)

EXH BI'T DESCRI PTI ON

I1-B-1 Application for a Certificate

b.)

d.)

of Environnental Compatibility
and Public Need filed by Florida
Tower Partners LLC d/b/a North

Atl antic Towers, received March
19, 2015, and attachnents and
bulk file attachnents i ncl uding:
Town of Bethel Wetland and

Wat er cour ses Regul ati ons, dated
March 18, 2014

Town of Bethel Zoni ng Regul ati ons,
effective August 15, 2014

Town of Bethel zoning nmap

Town of Bethel Plan of Conservation
and Devel opnent, effective

Cct ober 15, 2007

Applicant's technical report to

t he Town of Bet hel
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EXH BI T DESCRI PTI ON
I1-B-2 Affidavit of sign posting
w t h phot ographs, received
May 26, 2015
I1-B-3 Applicant's responses to
Siting Council interrogatories,
dated May 26, 2015
I1-B-4 Pre-filed testinony of Keith
Coppi ns, dated May 26, 2015
I1-B-5 Pre-filed testinony of
M chael Libertine, dated
May 26, 2015
I1-B-6 Resunmes of w t nesses:
a.) Keith E. Coppins
b.) Carlo F. Centore
c.) Mchael P. Libertine
d.) Dean E. Custafson
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