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Committee Refuses To Support Plan For Cell Tower In East 
Hartford Park  

 

 
By MELISSA TRAYNOR, mtraynor@courant.com 

The Hartford Courant 

9:39 PM EDT, April 17, 2012 

EAST HARTFORD —  

After listening to public comment Tuesday night, the 
fees subcommittee of the town council squashed a 
proposal for a cell tower in Gorman Park. 

The three council members — Marc Weinberg, Ram 
Aberasturia and Pat Harmon — voted not to refer to the 
full council the proposed lease contract for a subsidiary 
of AT&T. 

Not one of the dozen residents who spoke Tuesday night 
were in favor of a proposal to build a 120-foot AT&T 
tower in the park, which is in a residential neighborhood 
and near O'Connell School. 

Michael Kaluszka, a resident of Prasser Drive, which is 
close to the proposed tower site, accused the town of 
negligence in communicating the cell tower plans to families in the area. 

His main opposition centered on the use of public land for commercial means, and concern about the 
potential impact a tower could have on the area's residents and wildlife. 

"It should not be leased to strangers for any business purpose," Kaluszka told the committee members. 

"I've voted for a lot of you guys over the years," Kaluszka said. "I expect you to do right." 

The town had planned to charge $1,400 per month to lease 5,625 square feet of land for what could have 
been a 20- to 25-year lease. 

"We are the owners, we are the trustees of the park," argued Susan Kniep, a former mayor of East 
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Hartford. "You have a fiduciary responsibility as elected public officials to understand that this is public 
land that you can't just arbitrarily send out to the highest bidder. We will protest that." 

Before a vote, town councilors Aberasturia and Harmon had said they had doubts, citing various 
concerns including decreased property values and potential harm to public health that residents had 
raised. 

Aberasturia said the rent amount proposed may be too low. 

Harmon said she considers the many children who go to school or play sports in the area; "no amount of 
money" is worth any potential health hazards posed by a tower, she said. 

Town council Chairman Richard Kehoe said he was not surprised at the subcommittee's decision. 

"There are a number of times when matters are referred and the committee has chosen to go no further 
with a proposal," he said. 

He said that AT&T had considered alternative locations, adding that "if AT&T chooses to site a tower 
on private property, the town council has no authority to stop it from happpening." 
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