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JUNE 4, 2013 (7:04 PV

. Verbati m proceedi ngs of a hearing
before the State of Connecticut Siting Council, Re:
Motion to Reopen Final Decision on a Certificate by
Meriden Gas Turbines, LLC, held at the Meriden Gty Hall,
145 East Main Street, Meriden, Connecticut, on June 4,
2013 at 7:04 p.m, at which tinme the parties were

represented as hereinbefore set forth .

CHAI RVAN ROBI N STEIN:  Good eveni ng,
| adies and gentlenen. |1'd like to call to order this
public hearing of the Siting Council today Tuesday, June
4, 2013, at approximately 7:00 p.m

My nane is Robin Stein and I’ m Chai rman of
t he Connecticut Siting Council.

O her nenbers of the Council present are
M. Hannon, who is the designee, fromthe Departnent of
Energy and Environnental Protection; M. Levesque, the
designee fromthe Public UWilities Regulatory Authority;
Senator Janes Murphy; M. Wlensky; Dr. Bell; and M.
Lynch.

Menbers of the staff present are Mel anie
Bachman, Acting Executive Director; David Martin, the

Siting Analyst; and Gail G egoriades, who is our court
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reporter?

This is a continuation of a public hearing
that began at 3:00 p.m this afternoon.

Copi es of the hearing program and the
Council’s Gtizen Guide to Siting Council Procedures are
avail abl e for nmenbers of the public. And also there’'s a
sign-up sheet for those who haven't signed up as of yet.

This hearing is held pursuant to the
provisions of Title 16 of the Connecticut GCeneral
Statutes and of the Uniform Adm nistrative Procedure Act
upon a Motion to Reopen the Final Decision on the
Certificate of Environnmental Conpatibility and Public
Need held by the Meriden Gas Turbines, LLC for a 530
megawatt conbi ned cycl e generating plant in Mriden,
Connecti cut.

On April 18, 2013 the Council, pursuant to
a request filed by the Gty of Meriden and the provision
of the Connecticut CGeneral Statute 4-18la(b), opened --
reopened the final decision rendered in this docket and
specifically limted this hearing to Counci
consi deration of changed conditions and a deconmm ssi oni ng
pl an.

Thi s hearing toni ght has been reserved

first for the public to make short statenents into the
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record. And these public statenents are not subject to
guestions fromparties or the Council. And nenbers of

t he public making statenents may not ask questions of the
parties or the Council. They will becone part of the
record for Council consideration. As | nentioned,
there’s a sign-up sheet for those who want to

partici pate.

As a remnder to all, off-the-record
comuni cation wth a nmenber of the Council or the
Council’s staff upon the nerits of this request is
prohi bited by | aw

| wish to note that parties and
intervenors, including their representatives and
W tnesses, are not allowed to participate in the public
coment session. They’ ve had a chance this afternoon and
wll -- and there will be a subsequent neeting at a date
to be announced.

| also wish to note for those who are here
and for the benefit of your friends and nei ghbors who are
unable to join us for this session, that you or they may
send witten statenments to the Council within 30 days of
today. And such witten statenents will be given the
same weight as if spoken at the hearing.

We ask each person nmaking a public
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statenment in this proceeding to confine his or her
statenents to the subject matter before the Council and
to avoi d unnecessary repetition so that we may hear all
t he concerns you and your nei ghbors may have.

Agai n be advised that we cannot directly
answer questions fromthe public about the facility.

A verbatimtranscript will be nade of this
heari ng and deposited at the Meriden and Berlin Town
Clerks’ Ofices for the conveni ence of the public.

"1l now call on the list. [I'Il start - -
and 1’'mgoing to in advance ask for your indul gence if |
m spronounce people’s nanmes. The first speaker is the
Mayor .

MR. M CHAEL ROHDE: Good evening, M.

Chai rman and nmenbers of the Siting Council and wel cone to
Meriden. | hope you had a great tour with our A-team
that took you around the city to show you sone of our
sites.

"1l be speaking to Council Docket No.
190B and sone observations. | also have a letter from
our state delegation that I'd like to read into the
record. They're at the State Capitol tonight trying to
finish off a legislative session and could not be with

us, but they do have testinony that | have this evening.
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So good evening. As the Mayor of the City
of Meriden, | appreciate this opportunity to wel cone you
to Meriden and to briefly discuss with you toni ght an
inmportant issue for all of us. W are very concerned
about the effects on the city and its residents of
Meriden Gas Turbi nes abandonnment of its partially
constructed electric generating facility on Cathole
Mountain in Meriden. Because of our concern, we’ve ask
the Siting Council to take appropriate actions to
mtigate the adverse consequences of M3’ s abandonnent.

As you saw in your travels around Meriden
today, the extrenely large main power plant building is
vi si bl e throughout Meriden. | actually see it every
single day when | conme to work as | get on 691

Al t hough the Cty encouraged MGI" s proj ect
and understood it would sone visual inpacts, conditions
have changed. What the Gty accepted was sone vi sua
i npact in exchange for the benefits of the project to the
city and its residents. Those benefits no | onger exist
due to MGT" s abandonnent. |In fact over the years, city
officials have received many conplaints fromresidents
about the visibility of the power plant. And you're
going to hear fromthemtonight.

In the past we could tell residents that
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t he power plant would ultimtely produce significant
benefits for the city and the State of Connecti cut,
essentially tax revenue to our city. Cbviously, we can
no | onger say that.

Al so, MGT promsed the Gty and the Siting
Council they would partially mtigate the visual inpact
of the power plant by appropriate plantings. M
understanding is that these plantings were never done.
And if you can |l ook at different views fromthe city,
this big white building stands out with no cover
what soever .

Due to these changed conditions, the Gty
believes that it would be appropriate for the Siting
Council to require MGT to dismantle the | arge power plant
bui | di ng and ot her buildings and structures on the site
as part of a deconm ssioning plan.

The Gty is also concerned that MST may
not have conplied with the conditions inposed by the
Siting Council to mtigate the adverse environnental and
other effects of this plant. The Cty believes that the
Siting Council should take appropriate steps through
decomm ssioning the plant to ensure that environnental
and residents are not adversely inpacted by MaI' s

abandonnment of the power plant and its failure to neet
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its obligations.

At this point I'd like to read into the
record the testinony fromour state del egation, and these
are our State Senator Dante Bartol oneo, Representative
Cat hy Abercronbi e, Representative Buddy Al tobello, and
Representative Hlda Santiago, and this is their joint
st at enent :

Dear Chairman Stein, as Meriden’s selected
state del egation, we thank you for the opportunity to
address the Connecticut Siting Council and to request
that the Council take appropriate action to require NRG
Energy to comence wth the inmediate renoval of their
i nactive power plant site. Elimnating this abandoned
facility wll provide an invaluable service to Meriden by
renoving a distinct and visible eyesore while aiding in
the beautification of the entire community.

Located at the top of Meriden Cathole
Mountain in the city’'s northwest corner, the 44,000
square foot property has not been conpleted or functiona
since NRG purchased the site and correspondi ngly
devel oped permts in 2000 -- the year 2000.

On April 3, 2012, NRGfiled a notice of
abandonnment with the city in which the conpany formally

announced their intention to hold all devel opnent of the
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proposed power generating facility. Since that tine, NRG
has prom sed that they would renove the unfinished
structure that currently exists on the site. But to

date, no steps have taken place. This past March, NRG
reaffirmed their desire to term nate operations in a
letter to the Connecticut Siting Council.

At present, the 82-foot tall abandoned
facility remains visible on top of Cathole Muntain and
can be clearly seen fromnunerous city nei ghborhoods,
parks, and other recreational areas. Al of which stand
anong our community’s nost inportant assets. In
addition, the nmountain is part of Connecticut’s scenic
Met aconmet Trail, which was designed as part of the New
Engl and National Scenic Trail and signed into | aw by
Presi dent Cbanma as part of the omi bus Public Land
Managenent Act of 2009. The NRG plant remains a distinct
eyesore in the mdst of the area’s scenic beauty as well
as having the potential to endure further blithe and
vandalismin the com ng years.

G ven that this power plant is conpletely
inactive and in light of NRGs failure to take the
necessary steps to renove the facility, we respectfully
request that the Siting Council exercise jurisdiction by

conpelling NRGto establish a tinme franme for the renova
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of the Meriden power plant. W would also find it
appropriate for NRGto restrict access to the site and
take steps to provide visual mtigation. Such action
woul d prove beneficial not only to the site itself, but
also to the entire Meriden conmmunity which aspires only
to provide an attractive, pleasurable, and |iving
muni ci pal at nosphere on behalf of the residents and
tourists alike.

Thank you for your attention to this
matter and for your thoughtful consideration. Please do
not hesitate to contact our offices at your earliest
conveni ence shoul d you have any questions or require
addi tional information.

Back to ny comment. Let ne just close by
t hanki ng you for being here this evening, for your
willingness to conme to Meriden and consi der our issues
and concerns. | sincerely hope you will require MaT to
properly mtigate the effects of the power plant and its
abandonnment of that plant on our community. Thank you.

CHAl RVAN STEIN:  Thank you, Mayor. | also
have a request from Councilor Cathy Batti sta.

MS. CATHERI NE BATTI STA: Thank you, M.
Chai rman and nenbers of the Siting Council.

| " m speaki ng on behalf of ny constituents.
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Some of them are here tonight and they' Il speak for
t hensel ves about all their concerns about this issue.
But |’ m speaking right now as Chair of Parks in Meriden
and al so as a constituent and also as a city counci
[iaison to our Meriden Linear Trails Commttee. That
commttee is very inportant, and of course parks is as
|"msure you' re aware. We work very, very hard every day
to beautify Meriden, to nake it its absolute best. It’s
a quality of life issue.

| see this as a quality of life issue. |
noticed in sone notes that |I’'ve been reading over from
some of ny constituents that it is a visual nonstrosity.
Perhaps it wouldn’t have been that if it noved forward.
And although |I'’m sure there’s debate about that as well,
but it didn’t nove forward as you know -- and | don’t
want to be repeating everything that everyone is going to
say, but again as a quality of life issue, |I’mvery
concerned. And |I'’mvery concerned about ny commttee and
ny constituents and how they feel and how it affects them
every day that they can see that.

| thank you so much for listening to us
and for listening to ny constituents and | appreciate it.
Thank you.

CHAl RVAN STEIN:  Thank you. [I’'Il now go
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to the list of the public who have asked to speak.
Dwi ght Needels. And if you could spell your -- spell
your |ast nane so the court reporter has it. Thank you.

MR DW GHT NEEDELS: The |ast nane is
spelled -- Needels, N-e-e-d-e-l1-s. | live at 40 Mnroe
Street here in Meriden. |'mPresident of the Meriden
Land Trust, Chairman of the Flood Control and
| mpl enent ati on Agency, and a nenber of both the Meriden
Linear Trail Advisory Commttee and the Conservation
Conmmi ssi on

However, tonight |’ m speaking on ny own
behalf as a directly inpacted citizen of Meriden. 1'm
not an attorney, so |l will not try to delve into the
| egal argunents. However, | nust say that |’ m shocked by
t he argunent nade by the power conpany that they can
avoi d the oversight of the Connecticut Siting Council
sinply because they no | onger see a profit. They cannot
be all owed to abandon their responsibility sinply by
abandoning their certification of environnental
conpatibility and public need.

| urge you to require Meriden Gas
Tur bi nes, LLC and their parent NRG to undo the danage
t hey have done to Cathole Mountain. Earlier today you

were taken on a tour to see a handful of the places where
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that big white behenoth, that Moby Dick of a building is
visible. But you should be aware that this is but a tiny

fraction of the places fromwhich this nonstrosity can be

seen.

| glared at that power plant every norning
driving down the tiny little hill 1 live on at Bradley
Park until | picked a different way to work. Wen
first noved to Meriden, | used to envy the fabul ous view

of the Hanging HIIls, fromthe hill where Col unbus Avenue
goes, but not any nore. They violated ny enjoynent of
the natural beauty of ny nei ghborhood.

Not hi ng denonstrates the intrusiveness of
this building better than taking a hi ke on Muntain
Lanentati on or on Chauncey Peak or on Munt H gby or on
Mount Beseck, and that doesn’t even count Cathole
Mount ai n.

One of Meriden’s greatest assets is the
beauty of the view fromour traprock ridges. Qur trai
system draws people fromall over the region to enjoy our
ridgeline. But as soon as you rise above the tops of the
bui | di ngs, the power plant junps out as by far the
| argest mannmade object on the ridgeline. Meriden is
known for the tower on Castle Craig. But fromthe

eastern ridgeline, you have to | ook very carefully to
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find it, but not so the power plant, which is a huge scar
on the ridgeline. The New England Scenic Trail, as the
Mayor said, is the first scenic trail designated by the
National Park Service in over 25 years. It goes right

al ong those very sane ridgelines. Once a hiker arrives
at the border of Meriden on this national scenic trail,
the first thing they see and the primary thing they see
is this power plant.

Pl ease require the renoval of this
eyesore, which is no |longer providing any benefit to the
city, and do so at the full expense of the owner

Sodom Brook flows just down the hill from
nmy house. The up head waters of this --

(pause - audi o mal function)

MR NEEDELS: Ckay. The upper head waters
of this brook start right on Cathole Muntain, right
underneath where the power plant is |ocated. There are
nunerous vernal pools in the vicinity of the power plant,
with only three of themprotected in any way. Meriden's
traprock ridges represent a precious and dw ndling
resource that is critically inportant due to its
hydrol ogy, its geology, its plant life, and its aninal
life. Please require convincing proof that the owner has

fulfilled each and every prom se they nade regarding
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protection of the natural habitat of the nountain.

There are over a hundred acres of
desi gnat ed open space designated by the city on Cathol e
Mountain, which is at least a start in the right
direction. And yet the only roads that access this
preserved space have | ocked gates. Anybody who tries to
hi ke on this city owed property runs the risk of being
t hreatened by a power plant guard, who still thinks the
whol e nountain is private property owed by his enpl oyer.
By the way, the New Engl and Scenic Trail also runs a very
short distance just west of the power plant. Please
require public access by road and by trail to the city
owned open space on Cat hol e Munt ai n.

| could go on, but I'll stop here and | et
ot hers have a say. Please use your authority to require
the owner to do the right thing and clean up this ness
that they’ ve nade. Thank you very mnuch

CHAl RVAN STEIN:  Thank you. Mary Ellen

Mor dar ski

M5. MARY ELLEN MORDARSKI: Good eveni ng.
My nane is Mary Ellen Mordarski. | live at 65 Cherry
Street here in Meriden. | amthe Chairman of the Meriden

Conservation Conmm ssion, but also as a resident of the

city of -- alifelong resident of the Gty of Mriden.
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Personally, 1'd like to see that building cone dowmn. As
has been stated, it is an eyesore. It can be seen from
all over. Wuwether or not they will -- whether or not we
can -- they can actually be forced to take it down, |

don’t know. However, if for sonme reason it can't be
denol i shed, then perhaps paint it a shade of brown or
sonmething that’s not quite as -- that wouldn’'t stand out
as much

| mean as far as planting, short of
getting the Redwoods from California, which | doubt
they' Il give up, you re going to have a heck of a tine
trying to hide that wwth any kind of planting. As I
said, ny first choice would be to have them knock it
down.

When they nmade the agreenent -- and -- and
the other thing is they -- they signed -- or they said
they would agree to whatever -- they -- they agreed to
certain ternms. And because they went bankrupt or
what ever their issues were, now they don’'t feel that they
have to fulfill that. Well wouldn't it be nice if we
could all -- if we -- if our circunstances or our work or
our incone changed and we coul d just abandon our
obligations as well. Thank you.

CHAI RVAN STEIN:  Thank you. Ti m Fogal
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MR, TI MOTHY FOGAL: Thank you, M.

Chai rman. Good evening | adi es and gentl enen.

My nane is Tinothy Fogal. | reside at 269
Chanberlain H ghway. |’ma past chairman of the
Conservation Commssion. |'mcurrently serving in the

Meriden Linear Trails as Vice Chair.

At the tine when this power plant project
was bei ng proposed and inplenented, | was Vice Chairnman
of Conservation. And we -- a large group of people
wor ked very hard and fought very hard against this
project. Now we seemto have a situation where now the
project never cane to fruition and is now conpletely
abandoned. So the buil dings have been built, but nothing
el se noved forward with it and now we’ ve got a very |arge
eyesore on our ridgeline.

It was our understanding that -- they sold
to us a very big package of prom sed revenues. They al so
prom sed that they were going to blend the structures so
that they wouldn’t be very recogni zabl e from any
di stance. And they were also going to -- if |’ m not
m staken, | recall a quote sonmewhere where they were
going to actually do sonme mnor road repair on our |oca
streets after all the heavy trucking and all that was to

be conpleted. There are a couple of |ocal streets that
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they did use regularly. And they're in rather poor
condition right now as a result.

The Hanging Hlls are a very major and big
draw to people fromall over this central Connecticut and
area. It provides sone of the very finest hiking in the
state and there’s -- it’'s already been noted that it’'s
part of the nationally recognized trail system The
Ri dgeline Protection Policy, it specifically preserves
Meriden’s Hanging Hills and our ridgelines. Yet, it
seens |ike that policy was conprom sed in the approval of
this power plant.

This nmountainside is -- it’s deeply
scarred now. It’s going to -- it’s been changed forever
| -- 1 don’t know that even if the buildings were
removed, if it would be possible to even restore what has
been done up there. But anything this conmttee can do
to help either elimnate that building or canouflage it
and try to make it blend in a little bit nore would be
greatly appreciated.

|"d like to speculate just on one nore
simple little thing. Is | -- 1 venture to say a majority
of you live in other areas of the state and probably
don’t very frequently travel the 691 corridor. You won’'t

be |l ooking at this very often as -- in the matter as you
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have done today. W who |live here, we look at it every
si ngl e day.

So, 1'd like to thank you very nuch for
bei ng here and thank you for your attention to this
matter.

CHAI RVAN STEIN:  Thank you. Janes D onne.

MR JAMES DIONNE: |’ m Janes Di onne.
live in Sterling Village on the east side of town. And
too see that white thing sticking up in the hills every
day.

|’ mnot going to repeat what everybody
else said, but | do travel to the Portland area to the
Sal nron R ver on Route 16 and they have a plant over
there, that gas generation plant that they put up on the
hill, and you really have to look for it. So like the
young | ady back here said, paint. |If you can’t tear it
down right away, you can get a commercial painter and go
up there and spray the building with dark green or brown
pai nt .

| " mal so an amat eur phot ogr apher. And
every tinme | photograph that area, | either have to hide
it wth some green paint on the brush or crop it out or
do sonething. So you know, it's -- it is an eyesore.

Thanks for your consideration.
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CHAl RVAN STEIN: M. Pagini.

MR. ROBERT PAG N : M nane is Bob Pagini.
| live at 22 Pearl Street here in Meriden. |[|’ve |lived
here all ny life. And | |ove hiking.

And around the tinme of the permtting
process for that power plant, | becane a nenber of the
Conservation Conmm ssion here in town. And we generated a
report because nost of us felt as though it would be a
very big inpact not only visually to the Gty of Meriden,
but also in other ways. So each of us took a segnment of
a report -- of a subject to do on the report. And ny
subj ect was the visual inpact. So you can see that it
bot hered ne so nmuch, | wanted to do this visual inpact
st udy.

So to nake it -- to make a long story
short, we submitted that inpact analysis to the Gty of
Meriden. And at the tine it wasn’'t nmet with open arns.
And you know, sone of us suffered because of this, but we
did really believe that we were right in the sense of
especially the visual inpact. And it did cone true, that
this thing is very very visible.

And ne being a hiker, | hike the New
England trail around the ridges in Meriden. And we have

eight of themin Meriden, which is pretty astoundi ng
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because nost other communities don’t have that many.
They’'re actually not in the Gty of Meriden, but they
surround the City of Meriden. Sone of themare actually
inthe Gty of Meriden. But just to show you -- and if |
could submt this through the Chair just to show the
Siting Council the inpact fromone of our ridges. | took
this up on Chauncey Peak, which is in our Guffrida Park

on the east side of town. But it’s the first thing that

you see is that power plant. It just nails you as you
| ook at the viewshed. |It’'s a very sad thing for our
viewshed. W -- we try to keep those things out of the

vi ewshed whenever possi bl e.

So ny suggestion, of course |ike everybody
else’s, is it wwuld be nice to elimnate that buil ding.
And maybe even go one step further -- and because this
was an old quarry and because they’ ve even shelved it
nore through solid rock -- which once you quarry
sonething, it takes a very long tinme for topsoil to cone
back and for plants to grow or trees or any other kind of
gromh. So it would be nice if it could be restored
somewhat by putting sonme topsoil in there and get
something to grow. And then it would blend into the
| andscape that nmuch better. | thank you for your tine.

CHAl RVAN STEIN:  Thank you. Karen -- and
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| " mnot sure whether it’s Nangley or --

M5. KAREN NANGLE: Nangl e.

CHAl RVAN STEIN:  Nangle. Sorry.

M5. NANGLE: Good evening, M. Chairman
and nmenbers of the Connecticut Siting Council and | adi es
and gent| enen.

My nane is Karen Nangle. That's N as in
Nancy, a-n-g-l-e. 1’ve lived on Thorpe Avenue in Meriden
for ten years. There are many things about Meriden that
| lTove. |Its central location in the state situates us
hal fway between our children and grandchildren. Its
| ocation allows ne to | ook out on unobstructed greenery
whi | e havi ng breakfast and an open field across the
street as | leave for work. It takes ne just a half-hour
to get to ny desk in New Haven

Every tinme | read an article in the Record
Journal about the progress of the New Haven, Meriden, and
Springfield commuter |ine and the new Meriden train
station, | amhappy. Every tinme | read an article about
uncovering Harbor Brook and turning the hub into a town
green park, | rejoice. Hubbard Park is already |ovely
and inviting. | love the viewas |I'’mdriving down the
Exit 12 ranmp on to 691 and the unique profile of the

hills across the city and their changing nood, that is
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until the power plant ruins the view The power plant is
a piece of architectural litter, spoiling one of
Meriden’s greatest treasures, a restful and beautiful
view that contributes to maki ng Meri den an appeal i ng

pl ace to live.

| urge the approval of Meriden's
application seeking an order that the power plant on the
Mountain mtigate the visual inpact of its building by
dismantling and renoving it. Thank you very nuch to al
of you for com ng and hearing ne say ny piece.

CHAI RVAN STEIN:  Thank you. John Ho.

MR JOHN HO H everybody. As you nmay
know, Meriden does not have good schools, good roads, or
great property values, the train station is dirty and
woul d not be considered safe --

A VOCE That's correct --

MR HO -- the hub, which used to be a
mal | that crunbled for decades, is now finding its best
use as a place to dunp snow to nelt after the winter --
" msorry, what?

A VOCE (Indiscernible) --

MR HO | guess | don't. [|’mnot
famliar with the procedure --

CHAI RVAN STEIN:  You will get to the topic
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at hand | assune?

MR. HO  Absol utely.

CHAI RVAN STEIN:  Thank you

MR HO M point is, is that -- that
Meriden doesn’t have a lot to recormend to -- to
recormmend itself to other places or to honeowners. But
one of the things it does have is a great horizon, a
great skyline. And obviously that skyline has a nonunent
conpeting with Castle Craig, and that nonunent is a
nmonunent to shortsighted thinking, and that nonunent is
nore than 82 feet tall because it’s up on a nountain, and
| know you’ve already seen that, and it is somewhat
| ooki ng down on all of us that |live here and scol ding us
for buying property in this towmn. So of course |I’mhere
to say please renove it. Thank you

CHAI RVAN STEIN.  Thank you. | guess |
have to editorialize and say you have at | east one very
good restaurant, which we enjoyed earlier this evening.
| think you have a pretty inpressive city hall, but |
won't go beyond that | guess.

Is there -- we don’t have anybody el se on
the sign-up list or -- no? Ckay.

So |l want to first thank you all for

com ng and those who spoke. And again repeat that if you
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or any of your neighbors want to submt at sone future
time within the next 30 days any witten comments, we
woul d appreciate that.

| want to announce that the evidentiary
portion of the hearing, which is what we started at 3:00
p.m, that will be continued at the Siting Council’s
office in Hearing Room 1 at Ten Franklin Square, New
Britain, on Tuesday July 16, 2013 at 1:00 p.m Anybody
is -- or are encouraged to cone. |It’s specifically for
the parties and intervenors at that neeting.

Again, copies of the transcript of this
hearing wll be filed at both the Meriden and Berlin Town
Cerk’s Ofice.

And again, | thank you and | declare this

heari ng adj our ned.

(Wher eupon, the hearing adjourned at 7:35
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