STATE OF CONNECTICUT
SITING COUNCIL

DOCKET NO. 488 - Homeland Towers and New Cingular Wireless Application
for a Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need for the proposed
construction, maintenance and operation of a wireless telecommunication facility

on one of two sites in Kent, Connecticut.
JULY 14, 2020
AFFIDAVIT OF CONNIE A. MANES
I, Connie A. Manes, the undersigned, being duly sworn, do depose and say:
1. | am over the age of eighteen and believe in the obligations of an oath.
2. |reside at 29 Treasure Hill Road, South Kent, Connecticut:06785.

3. | am the Chair of the Town of Kent Conservation Commission
(“Commission”). | was a member of the Commission in December 2019.

4. Attached hereto is a copy of my December 12, 2019 letter to the Town of
Kent Board of Selectmen. That lefter sets forth the Commission’s
comments on the above application to the Connecticut Siting Council for
approval of the location of a proposed wireless telecommunications tower
facility on Bald Hill Road or 93 Richards Road in Kent.

5. My letter faily and accurately describes the Commission’s comments on
this application, and is submitted as the Commission’s pre-filed written

testimony.
6. | believe the facts contained therein are true and accurate to the best of my
knowiedge and belief. e
FURTHER the deponent sayeth not. //\ N«
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Connie A. ‘Manes

Subscribed and sworn to before me this ( 9 th day of July, 2020. This document
was remotely notarized and/or witnessed and executed under the authority granted
by Connecticut Governor Lamont's Executive Order 7Q dated March 30, 2020,
providing for remote execution of notarized documents, testamentary documents
and documents to be recorded on the land records of a municipality using
simultaneous and recorded remote video teleconferencing technology.
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KENT CONSERVATION COMMISSION

’ Kent Town Hall
4] Kent Green Boulevard
Kent, Connecticut 06757

December 12, 2019

Kent Board of Selectmen
Kent Town Hall

41 Kent Green Blvd
Kent, CT 06757

Re: Cell Tower Proposed by Homeland Towers & New Cingular Wireless, Richards or Bald Hill Roads,
Kent

To the Board of Selectmen:

The Kent Conservation Commission works to protect Kent’s natural beauty and resources and keep Kent
a healthy place to live, work and visit. We are responsible for creating and updating reports including the
Town Natural Resources and Conservation Inventory, maintaining open space and public recreational
inventories, educating the public about the natural resources and environment in and around Kent, and
advising municipal commissions and departments on matters impacting conservation and environmental
resources. In that regard we respectfully submit the following comments on the cell tower proposed by
Homeland Towers and New Cingular Wireless PCS on Richards Road or Bald Hill Road.

1. Kent Community Priorities for Preserving Scenic Views

Fundamental 1o Kent’s natural beauty and rural character are its stunning, sweeping views of the Southern
Berkshire foothills from scenic country roads as well as public trails and lakes.

Kent residents have taken great pains to enact zoning regulations that are protective of Kent's scenic
aspect. In 2005, the Town of Kent was the first in Connecticut to enact Horizon-line Conservation District
overlay zoning, “to conserve and protect the hill summits and ridges that form the high horizon visible
from the town’s system of roads™.! In its most recent update to the Zoning Regulations, Kent’s Planning
and Zoning Commission addressed telecommunications facilities in Section 9600, The stated purpose of
the regulations is to “» Preserve the scenic, historic, environmental, and natural character and appearance

1 “The specific goals of the District include the preservation of scenic views and vistas that are critically important to
the rural landscape and character of the Town, and the minimization of erosion and sedimentation hazards caused by
the development and use of steep hillsides and ridges.” Town of Kent Zoning Regulation 5710. Proposed uses
within Horizon-line District areas are subject to additional review depending on area, height, and other potential

disturbances.
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L, names, maps and describes special areas of beauty and character to provide guidance on preserving

critical elements of the Town's rural character. Finally, the Conservation Commission’s Natural and
Cultural Resources Inventory, again updated and incorporated by reference into the POCD, devotes an
entire chapter to Recreational and Scenic Resources (Chapter 10).

It should be noted that a full environmental assessment of the Richards Road site is not included in the
Technical Repost provided by Homeland Towers and New Cingular Wireless. The Conservation
Commission makes no statement sbout non-viewshed-related environmental impsacts of the Richards
Road site at this time; it will do so once a full assessment has been published. It should additionally be
noted that the Technical Repost filed in connection with the tower proposal states that 2 “balloon float”
will be conducted at each of the proposed sites in order to prepare a visibility analysis. In the event such
MmmmwmmwmmwmmMan
viewshed, to supplement its comments herein.

At this time however it is clear that a tower at either of the proposed cell tower sites would be visible
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of which is appended hereto.f A viewshed analysis prepered by the Center for Community GIS in late
November, also appended hereto, demonstrates the projected visibility of a tower from either site in both
bare-earth and leaf-on scenarios.

As can be seen, a tower sited at either Bald Hill Road or Richards Road would be clearly visible - even
during times of full foliage - from all of South Spectacle Lake, a publicly accessible lake. At both sites, a
tower would be visible from Nosth Spectacle Lake, the location of a popular summer camp business in
town.Dnringluf-offatboﬂlshuawwmﬂdlﬂmlybevkibhﬁmmewmnﬂmdmm
othupublic&dthenthdeuhinmawelluﬁomawbsunﬁdpanoﬂnkeng.
amomdpuﬁiclymm%hhkedmwingwmﬂmvisimmywmvmmmgpopum
State Park. The Richards Road site maintains this impact on Lake Waramaug even during times of full
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4 HORIZON BELTS METHODOLOGY The Harizontine Conservation District defines the elevated aress of Kent
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boundaries, and hydrographic ridgelines. The horizon belts selocted for protection were those within 1000 feet of @
ridge or overlaying slopes >= 15%.
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S y,

Connie A. Manes, Esq.

Chair, Kent Conservation Commission




e

w000 AT7-M7

trad revagsfustres o

I 0 ’ ¢ | Mop propored an 4 35 by
] V- N AY | - Sork Dreer. PR S0 Mernge
e —
J 280 Fant Aowt. 80 o1 58
Somamt frege. CT X124

ma . Horizonline Conservation Districts

——

£ Horzon Bats
50 Foot Comours
Tox Parces

—aMiles
2
DATA SOURCES
: Roads ard by ¥ trom C DEP_ tased on USGS OLG fues
-meter resokton DEMS from the HNatonat Eevabion Dataset wios utea DF S vewshad
P antlyis and cak of contewrs, Hydcegraphic noge from DEP's s 2
f ‘ HORIZON BELTS METHODOLOGY
i The Horzonine Conpervakion Crinct Oelnes e shrvated aeas of Nors whecs the caastruction of a 35 stracture, of porion of, woud promet acve e £HKH 10pagrarty
e, and thus larm a sihouetia aganR 1e shy rmmuamdtymcwmvoamudwmnmhmununmmmuwx@w
ochRans Tre winng I0Ca10NS 107 tnts Map wike COnMCarud 1o be Ko Sion) Fsnt's sysiom of puthc rods. Tha wewing poits selecied K GIS anslyms nciude road
own and hydrogs Tha horizon batts Selec2ed lor protaction wore those witmn 1000 fedt of 2 (09 of overtmng slopes >» 1673




CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

This is to certify that a true copy of the above Affidavit of Connie A. Manes was or
will immediately be delivered electronically on July 16, 2020 to all counsel and self-
represented parties of record and that written consent for electronic delivery was received
from all counsel and self-represented parties of record who were or will immediately be
electronically served.

Ms. Melanie Bachman, Executive Director
Connecticut Siting Council

10 Franklin Square

New Britain, CT 06051
Siting.council@ct.qov

Lucia Ciocchio, Esq.

Cuddy & Feder, LLP

445 Hamilton Avenue, 14t Floor
White Plains, NY 10601
Ichiocchio@cuddyfeder.com

Keith R. Ainsworth, Esq.

Law Offices of Keith R. Ainsworth, Esq., LLC
51 Elm Street, Suite 201

New Haven, CT 06510-2049
keithrainsworth@live.com

Anthony F. DiPentima, Esq.
Michael D. Rybak, Jr., Esq.
Guion, Stevens & Rybak, LLP
93 West Street

P.O. Box 338

Litchfield, CT 06759
afd@litchlaw.com
mdrir@litchlaw.com

i )
Dated: July 16, 2020 ﬂ/ﬂ/’/x , g{ 4

Danbury, CT Daniel E. Casagrandé; Esq.




