STATE OF CONNECTICUT
CONNECTICUT SITING COUNCIL

Ten Franklin Square, New Britain, CT 06051
Phone: (860) 827-2935 Fax: (860) 827-2950
E-Mail: siting.council@ct.gov
Web Site: portal.ct.gov/csc

VIA ELECTRONIC AND U.S. MAIL

January 22, 2026

The Honorable Anne Thurlow
Chairperson

Zoning Commission

Town of East Lyme

Town Hall

108 Pennsylvania Avenue
Niantic, CT 06357
billm@eltownhall.com

RE: DOCKET NO. 545 — Arx Wireless Infrastructure, LLC and New Cingular Wireless PCS,
LLC application for a Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need for the
construction, maintenance, and operation of a telecommunications facility and associated
equipment located at 306 Flanders Road, East Lyme, Connecticut.

Dear Chairperson Thurlow:

The Connecticut Siting Council (Council) is in receipt of your correspondence dated January 15,
2026 concerning the above-referenced application. Thank you for taking the time to provide the
Council with your comments.

Pursuant to Connecticut General Statutes §16-50/(b), a copy of the application is required to be
submitted to the Town of East Lyme Zoning Commission for review.

Before reaching a final decision on an application, the Council must carefully consider all of the
facts contained in the evidentiary record that is developed by the Council, the applicant, parties and
intervenors in the proceeding, and consider all of the concerns received from members of the public
who speak at the public hearing or submit written statements to the Council.

Copies of your correspondence will be distributed to the service list in the proceeding and will be
administratively noticed in the record. Please note that you can view all of the documents related
to this proceeding on our website at https://portal.ct.gov/csc under the “Pending Matters” link. You
may also keep apprised of Council events on the website calendar and meeting agenda.

Thank you for your interest and concern in this very important matter.

Sincerely,

Sdocdd el —

Melanie A. Bachman
Executive Director

MAB/RDM/laf

c: Service List, dated January 8, 2026
Council Members
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Town of East Lyme
108 Pennsylvania Ave
Niantic, Connecticut 06357

(860) 691-4114

Zoning Commission
Anne Thurlow

Chairman billm@eliownhall.com
Melanie Bachman January 15, 2026
Executive Director

State of Connecticut, Connecticut Siting Council NECEIVE

Ten Franklin Square M @
New Britain, CT 06051 JAN 2 1 2026

RE: East Lyme Zoning Commission Comments Connecticut Siting Council

DOCKET NO. 545 — Arx Wireless Infrastructure, L1.C and New Cingular Wireless PCS,
LLLC application for a Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need for the
construction, maintenance, and operation of a telecommunications facility and associated
equipment located at 306 Flanders Road, East Lyme, Connecticut.

Dear Ms. Bachman,

I am writing as the Chairman of the East Lyme Zoning Commission to offer the Board’s
comments on the application referenced above.

The Commission received the applicant’s application on Qctober 16%, 2025, which was
accompanied by a cover letter from Attorney David A. Ball as counsel for Arx Wireless

~Infrastructure, LLC. Because East Lyme has a separate Planning and Zoning Commission, the

local Land Use review for the application was conducted by the Zoning Board in accordance
with their Regulations. The Commission conducted an informative Public Hearing on January
8", 2026, at which it received public input and comments and concerns from Commission
members and professional staff.

The Commission invited Attorney Ball and his team to attend the meeting and to present
the application and address questions. Subsequently, Attorney Ball informed the Commission
that he and his team would not attend because they had previously provided a presentation to the

Board of Selectmen.




The refusal to attend the Zoning Commission hearing was puzzling and implied a lack of

interest in this very serious matter.

The Board’s hearing was opened at 7:30pm on January 8t As a basis for the review,

each Commission member watched the Board of Selectmen’s November 19", 2025 Public

Hearing, at which Attorney Ball and his team gave a presentation. In addition, the subject

application is available to the public on the Town’s website.

During the meeting, numerous concerns and issues were raised. Unfortunately, the

applicant was not available to address these matters.

Further, the following concerns and issues were specifically expressed:

The application and documentation did / does not adequately address the choice
of location. The proposed location could not be more inappropriate. Placing the
tower in the center of the Flanders Commercial Center is contrary to the East
Lymes’ long-term efforts to improve the character of our New England
community. The site is located in one of the Town’s Architectural Design
Districts, which does not allow for such structures.

The application does not adequately or professionally address whether there are
alternative sites that are more appropriate. The application does not provide
significant documentation to support their position that there are not other viable
sites. In our opinion, there are more appropriate sites in the immediate area.

The actual location of the proposed tower does not provide for a fall zone should
the tower suffer a catastrophic structural failure. There should be a 135 clear
radius fall zone. It appears, should the tower fail, it would fall on vehicles in the

parking lot and on the adjacent buildings such as the Ace Home Center to the

_ south. The application should be denied based on this safety issue alone.

The applicant testified that they would be eliminating on-site parking to construct
the tower and facilities on this property presently occupied by Smokey O’Grady’s
Restaurant. The elimination of required parking may create a nonconformity of
the regulated parking for the restaurant. The applicant testified that they would
provide additional parking on an adjacent property. The East Lyme Zoning
Regulations require all uses on all properties to have their parking on the primary

site. Eliminating parking may violate the Town’s Zoning code.
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e The location is in an Aquifer Protection Zoning District as established by the
State of Connecticut. The storage of fuels are regulated by the special

regulations.

As stated above, the Zoning Commission has many concerns regarding the negative impacts on

our community. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact our staff.

Sincerely,

Ol 0

Anne Thurlow, Chairman
Zoning Commission

Cec:  Daniel Cunningham, First Selectman
' Tracy Collins, Attorney
Timothy Bleasdale, Attorney
William Mulholland, Zoning Official
East Lyme Zoning Commission




	DO545_Pubform_TownOfEastLyme_ZoningCommission.pdf
	EastLyme_ZoningCommission_Comments.pdf

