STATE OF CONNECTICUT
CONNECTICUT SITING COUNCIL

Ten Franklin Square, New Britain, CT 06051
Phone: (860) 827-2935 Fax: (860) 827-2950
E-Mail: siting.council@ct.gov
Web Site: portal.ct.gov/csc

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL
January 23, 2026

The Honorable Daniel R. Cunningham
First Selectperson

Town of East Lyme

Town Hall

108 Pennsylvania Avenue

P. O.Box 519

Niantic, CT 06357
dcunningham@eltownhall.com

RE: DOCKET NO. 545 — Arx Wireless Infrastructure, LLC and New Cingular Wireless PCS,
LLC application for a Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need for the
construction, maintenance, and operation of a telecommunications facility and associated
equipment located at 306 Flanders Road, East Lyme, Connecticut.

Dear First Selectperson Cunningham:

The Connecticut Siting Council (Council) is in receipt of your correspondence dated January 21,
2026 concerning the above-referenced application. Thank you for taking the time to provide the
Council with your comments.

Pursuant to Connecticut General Statutes §16-50/(b), a copy of the application is required to be
submitted to the Town of East Lyme for review.

Before reaching a final decision on an application, the Council must carefully consider all of the
facts contained in the evidentiary record that is developed by the Council, the applicant, parties and
intervenors in the proceeding, and consider all of the concerns received from members of the public
who speak at the public hearing or submit written statements to the Council.

Copies of your correspondence will be distributed to the service list in the proceeding and will be
administratively noticed in the record. Please note that you can view all of the documents related
to this proceeding on our website at https://portal.ct.gov/csc under the “Pending Matters” link. You
may also keep apprised of Council events on the website calendar and meeting agenda.

Thank you for your interest and concern in this very important matter.

Sincerely,

Melanie A. Bachman
Executive Director

MAB/RDM/laf

c: Service List, dated January 8, 2026
Council Members
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January 21, 2026

VIA EMAIL ONLY TO: siting.council@ct.gov

Connecticut Siting Council
10 Franklin Square
New Britain, CT 06051

RE: DOCKET NO. 545 — Arx Wireless Infrastructure, LLC and New Cingular Wireless
PCS, LLC application for a Certificate of Environmental Compatability and Public
Need for the construction, maintenance, and operation of a telecommunications
facility and associated equipment located at 306 Flanders Road, East Lyme,
Connecticut.

Dear Chairman and Members of the Connecticut Siting Council:

Pursuant to Connecticut General Statutes §§ 16-50p and 16-50x, the Town of
East Lyme hereby submits this Municipal Comment in connection with the above-
referenced application. The Town offers the following comments to assist the Council in
its evaluation of environmental compatibility, public need, and whether the proposed site
represents the least intrusive means of meeting the applicants’ service objectives.

The Town's comments identify material issues in the current record that,
individually and collectively, bear directly on the statutory findings required for issuance
of a Certificate.

1. Proximity to a Licensed Child Day Care Facility

The proposed facility would be located directly across Flanders Road from
Carelot Children's Center, a State-licensed child day care facility at 315 Flanders Road.
The Town notes that while the proposed facility is more than 250 feet from Carelot, the
immediate adjacency of a telecommunications facility to a sensitive use serving young
children raises substantial questions of land-use compatibility, public welfare and the
aesthetics and scenic quality of the neighborhood.



2. Proximity to East Lyme School District Facilities and Flanders Elementary
School

The proposed tower site is also located in close proximity to facilities associated
with the East Lyme School District, including the School District Building and Flanders
Elementary School, both located at 165 Flanders Road, and East Lyme High School
located at 30 Chesterfield Road. These facilities are regularly occupied by school-age
children, staff, and visitors.

Again, while the school facilities are more than 250 feet from the proposed site,
the facility will have a substantial adverse effect on the aesthetic and scenic quality of
the neighborhood.

3. Fall Zone, Tower Height, and Public Safety

The proposed facility is a 135-foot tower and presents unresolved fall-zone
issues. The materials submitted do not clearly demonstrate that the fall zone associated
with the proposed structure is fully contained on the subject parcel or otherwise
mitigated to avoid impacts to adjacent properties, public ways, or nearby uses. Given
the substantial height of the tower, the deficiency raises heightened public safety
concerns and bears directly on environmental compatibility. The tower will also loom
over an adjacent cemetery, creating significant visual and community character impacts.

4. Parking Impacts and Effects on an Abutting Business

Based on the materials submitted, the project appears to eliminate or encumber
parking spaces serving an abutting business. The Town notes that such an impact may
result in zoning nonconformity for the affected property and constitutes a material land-
use impact. The application does not adequately evaluate or mitigate these secondary
effects on neighboring properties.

5. Completeness of the Application and Evaluation of Alternatives

The Town submits that the application materials were incomplete for purposes of
full municipal review and meaningful public participation. In addition, the site-selection
and alternatives analysis is undermined by the omission of two potential sites from the
application record. As a result, the current record does not support a finding that the
proposed site represents the least intrusive alternative, consistent with Siting Council
precedent.

6. Proliferation of Wireless Facilities and Consistency with Local Zoning
Objectives

The Town expresses concern regarding the increasing concentration of wireless
facilities in this vicinity. This concern aligns with the intent of local zoning regulations,
which seek to limit unnecessary proliferation of towers and to promote collocation and



least-intrusive siting solutions. The presence of mixed-use residential properties and
farmland near the proposed site underscores the need to avoid visual dominance and

unnecessary proliferation.
7. Diesel Generators, Wetlands Adjacency, and Drainage Conditions

The proposal includes diesel generators associated with the planned equipment
arrays. The Town notes concerns regarding fuel storage, refueling procedures, spill risk,
and long-term environmental exposure, particularly given the site’s proximity to
wetlands and documented poor drainage conditions. These factors warrant careful
consideration in the Council’s environmental compatibility analysis.

8. Architectural Character and Community Compatibility

Finally, the Town notes that the proposed facility’s scale, height, visibility, and
overall character raise concerns regarding compatibility with the surrounding area. The
introduction of a 135-foot tower at this location will dominate the local streetscape, loom
over an adjacent cemetery, and is inconsistent with surrounding mixed-use residential
properties, condominium complexes, farmland, and commercial uses.

In submitting these Municipal Comments, the Town of East Lyme respectfully
urges the Council to deny this application as currently proposed, or to condition
approval requiring [specific mitigation, e.g., stealth design, reduced height, relocation].
We request the Council explore co-location on existing structures or smaller
alternatives, as outlined in the Connecticut General Statues.

Thank you for the opportunity to submit these comments. The Town remains
available to provide any additional information the Council may find helpful.

Respectfully submitted,

Dl oo e

Daniel Cunningham, First Selectman
Town of East Lyme

cc:  East Lyme Board of Selectmen
East Lyme Zoning Commission
Town Counsel
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