STV, STATE OF CONNECTICUT
§§§ b CONNECTICUT SITING COUNCIL
V. Ten Franklin Square, New Britain, CT 06051
Phone: (860) 827-2935 Fax: (860) 827-2950
E-Mail: siting.council@ct.goy
Web Site: portal.ct.gov/csc

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL
December 12, 2025

The Honorable James L. Brinton
First Selectperson

Town of Washington

Bryan Memorial Town Hall

2 Bryan Hall Plaza

Washington Depot, CT 06794-0383
jbrinton@washingtonct.org

RE: DOCKET NO. 543 - The Towers, LLC application for a Certificate of Environmental
Compatibility and Public Need for the construction, maintenance, and operation of a
telecommunications facility and associated equipment located at 17 Warren Road, Washington
(New Preston), Connecticut. Council Interrogatories to Town of Washington.

Dear First Selectperson Brinton:

The Connecticut Siting Council (Council) requests your responses to the enclosed questions no later than
December 30, 2025.

Please submit an original and 15 copies to the Council’s office and an electronic copy to
siting.council@ct.gov. In accordance with the State Solid Waste Management Plan and in accordance with
Section 16-50j-12 of the Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies, the Council requests all filings be
submitted on recyclable paper, primarily regular weight white office paper. Please avoid using heavy stock
paper, colored paper, and metal or plastic binders and separators. Fewer copies of bulk material may be
provided as appropriate.

Please be advised that the original and 15 copies are required to be submitted to the Council’s office
on or before the December 30, 2025 deadline.

Copies of your responses are required to be provided to all parties and intervenors listed in the service list,
which can be found on the Council’s website under the “Pending Matters” link.

Any request for an extension of time to submit responses to interrogatories shall be submitted to the Council
in writing pursuant to §16-50j-22a of the Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies.

Sincerely,

Miteaid el —

Melanie Bachman
Executive Director

Enclosure: Revised Schedule dated December 12, 2025
c: Service List dated December 4, 2025



Docket No. 543
17 Warren Road, Washington, Connecticut

Interrogatories to the Town of Washington

Referencing the Washington Conservation Commission comments dated November 25, 2025, does
the Town of Washington (Town) restrict tree clearing activities on private residential or commercial
properties located within a National Audubon Society-designated Important Bird Area overlay? If
yes, provide specific regulatory language. — Please see attached.

Has the Town recommended any potential alternative site(s) to The Towers that are in a non-forested
area? If yes, please provide parcel location(s) and any detail regarding discussions with the property
owner and/or The Towers. - No

Submit a topographic map, aerial image, or other document that demonstrates the wetland on the 17
Warren Road parcel drains to Meeker Swamp. — Please see attached.

Does the Town have any regulations restricting the use of herbicides, pesticides, salts, petroleum
products, or other common household substances that may be harmful to the environment within the
Bee Brook watershed or adjacent to Meeker Swamp?

Are developers of residences and other structures with driveways extending to a State highway
required to get a DOT encroachment permit? If not, how are driveway sight lines accounted for in the
Town-approval process? - If the driveway exits to a State road. I believe an encroachment permit is
required. If it exits to a Town road, Washington Public Works director must approve design and
construction as well as a bond.

Referencing the Town’s scenic road ordinance, what criteria was used to designate Rabbit Hill Road,
Romford Road and Couch Road as Town scenic roads? Provide supporting documentation. — To be
designated scenic a road must meet specific criteria and an application submitted to the Washington
Planning Commission for action. Please see attached ordinance.

Have the Town’s emergency response services expressed concerns regarding wireless communication
in the Woodville area? If yes, what specific services and when were the concerns
mentioned/discussed? - On or around late October of this year, I met with the Fire Chief, Emergency
Management Director and the Executive Director of Litchfield County Dispatch. All felt that
emergency services would benefit from increased cell coverage.



The results of the Task Force's efforts have been spectacular, as evidenced by the lake's present state:

Water clarity of 8 to 10 feet.

Phosphorus readings at a new low.

Algae blooms that are very limited.

Relative freedom from invasive plant species.

More information on the Task Force is available at https:/www.lakewaramaug.org/

6) Mt Tom Pond
While located primarily in Morris, this 31.54acre natural pond within Mt Tom State Park extends into the
northeast corner of the Town of Washington. Mt. Tom Pond was formed during the last glaciation; the pressure of
the overlying ice sheet formed a localized depression
termed a glacial kettle, and when the glacier retreated,
the small basin filled with meltwater. Currently it is fed
predominantly by the stratified drift aquifer bordering
the Route 202 corridor. Despite its relatively small
surface area, the pond itself is quite deep with an
average depth of 21 feet and maximum depth nearing
46 feet. Its water quality has historically been quite
good.

B. Aquifers & Inland Wetlands
In Washington, distinct inland wetland

communities can be generally distinguished by their
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maple swamps to large wetland complexes along the iy
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New Milford border between Route 109 and Baldwin — S

dominant vegetation, ranging from the ubiquitous red

Hill Road (Popple Swamp) and an extensive calcareous
wetland located north of Route 202 (Meeker Swamp).
Since 2000, woody wetland cover has remained largely unchanged in the town, while herbaceous wetland cover

has increased by approximately 16 acres (76%), perhaps due to increased beaver activity.

Bordering the town’s high-quality streams are deposits of surficial stratified drift material that store ground
water and are a critical source of drinking water. These glacial deposits are known as aquifers, which according to
the CT DEEP are the most productive aquifers in the State; especially where they contain thick, coarse-grained
material (rather than silts and fines) and are hydraulically connected to large streams or lakes. They often occur in
streams valleys and lowlands commonly inter-bedded with finer layers that overlie till and bedrock and provide
large yields for public-supply and industrial uses. Unfortunately, these deposits are also highly susceptible to

contamination because of high hydraulic conductivity, proximity of water table to land surface, use of abandoned



5.9 - NATURAL FEATURES
5.9.1

The Parcel's Natural Features shall be preserved to the fullest extent possible.
The grading of land and felling of trees shall be held to a minimum. The
Applicant shall demonstrate to the Commission's satisfaction that the removal
of Specimen Trees is necessary for the reasonable development of the Parcel.

5.9.2

Specimen Trees that are to be preserved and are within, or on the edge of, the
construction area shall be protected during construction by barriers. At a
minimum, the barriers shall be placed at the Drip Lines of the Specimen Trees.
The barriers shall be at least three feet high and suitably marked to warn
construction workers of the presence of a Specimen Tree. Reinforced snow
fencing is an example of an acceptable barrier. Barriers shall be placed prior to
the start of construction activities and shall remain in place until all
construction activities are completed. The areas within the Drip Lines of the
Specimen Trees to be preserved shall remain free of all building materials, fill,
vehicles, and debris.

5.9.3

No land shall be graded except as shown on the approved Site Development
Map. No topsoil shall be removed from any portion of the Parcel except where
required for the construction of structures, roads, driveways, or the installation
of utilities and drainage. Where topsoil has been removed, the Commission may
require the replacement of said topsoil to a depth of four (4) inches and require
these areas to be graded, seeded and mulched to prevent erosion.
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TOWN OF WASHINGTON
SCENIC ROADS ORDINANCE

Town Ordinance # 1120
Enacted on October 6, 2003

Purpose.

Authority to Designate Scenic Roads
Designation Criteria

Application and Rescission Procedures

Maintenance, Alterations and Reconstruction of Scenic Roads

SCENIC ROADS ORDINANCE



TOWN OF WASHINGTON
SCENIC ROADS ORDINANCE

The Town of Washington hereby establishes this Scenic Road Ordinance pursuant
to the provisions of Section 7-149a of the Connecticut General Statutes.

L Purpose

The purpose of this Ordinance is to help protect Washington’s rural character and
beauty by allowing the Town to preserve its scenic rural highways, consistent with the
requirements of safe travel. Washington’s rural highways are an important part of its
history, and an essential component of its character.

II. Authority to designate scenic roads

The authority to designate a Town highway or any portion of a Town highway as
a Scenic Road is hereby delegated to the Planning Commission, to be exercised according
to the procedures in this Ordinance.

III. Designation Criteria

Prior to designating a Town highway or any portion thereof as a Scenic Road, the
Planning Commission shall first find that the highway or the proposed portion thereof is
free of intensive commercial development and intensive vehicular traffic. In addition, the
Planning Commission must find that the highway or the proposed portion thereof meets
at least one of the following criteria:

It is unpaved.

It is bordered by mature trees or stonewalls.

The traveled portion is no more than twenty (20) feet in width.
It offers scenic views.

It blends naturally into the surrounding terrain.

It parallels or crosses over brooks, streams, lakes or ponds.

o oo o

IV.  Application and Rescission Procedures

A. Application Requirements

An application to the Planning Commission for designation of any Town highway
or portion thereof as a Scenic Road must include the following:

1. The name, address, and telephone number of the applicant. The applicant
may be a person or other legal entity, such as a corporation or partnership.

2. The name of the highway and the total length of the portion to be
designated as a Scenic Road.

SCENIC ROADS ORDINANCE 2



6.

B.

A brief description of the highway and a statement as to how the highway
or proposed portion thereof meets the criteria specified in Section III of
this Ordinance.

A map showing lot boundaries, the amount of lot frontage, and the names
of all owners of every lot located along any portion of the Town highway
proposed for designation as a Scenic Road.

A statement or statements of approval of the proposed Scenic Road
designation, signed by the owners of a majority of the lot frontage abutting
the portion of the highway proposed for such dedication. Each statement
of approval shall include the name, address, and the amount of relevant lot
frontage of each signing owner. Each such statement shall also contain
the name, address, and signature of the person who circulated the
statement. All such statements must be filed with the Town Clerk.

An application fee of $150.00.

Appeal of Designation

An appeal of any designation of a Scenic Road by the Planning Commission may
be made to the extent permitted by State law.

C.

il.

Hearings, Notice, and Decisions

The Planning Commission shall conduct a public hearing on any
application for scenic road designation within 65 days after the date of its
first regularly scheduled meeting following the day of submission of the
application.

The Commission shall prepare a notice of the public hearing and shall
publish the notice at least once in a newspaper having a general circulation
within the Town of Washington. Such publication shall be made no later
than ten (10) days before the date of the hearing, with the ten days being
inclusive of the date of publication but not the date of the hearing. The
Commission shall also make a copy of the notice available to the applicant
at least three business days before the date of publication. The applicant
shall mail copies of the notice by certified mail, return receipt requested,
to the owners of all of the property having frontage along the portion of
the Town highway proposed for designation as a Scenic Road. Such
mailing shall be made no later than ten days before the date of the hearing,
with the ten days being inclusive of the date of publication but not the date
of the hearing. The applicant must submit proof of such mailing (official
certified mail receipts and/or signed return acknowledgments) to the
Commission at or before the commencement of the public hearing.

SCENIC ROADS ORDINANCE 3



rescission.

V.

SCENIC ROADS ORDINANCE

D.

The Commission shall make its decision on the application within 35 days
after the close of the public hearing. The Commission may approve the
application as submitted or may designate a lesser portion of the highway
as a Scenic Road, provided that such lesser portion otherwise meets the
criteria set forth in this Ordinance. If the Commission fails to act on the
application within the time frames set forth in this subsection, the
application shall be deemed to be denied in its entirety; however, the
applicant shall be entitled to resubmit the application immediately to the
Commission with no additional filing fee. If an application is denied by a
vote of the Commission, including the failure of a motion to approve the
application, no application involving the same highway or portion of the
highway may be submitted to or considered or approved by the
Commission for a period of two years from the date of publication of the
decision.

The Commission shall publish a notice of any decision it renders on the
application in a newspaper having a general circulation within the Town
of Washington. Such notice shall be published no later than fifteen (15)
days after the date of the decision. If the Commission approves the
application, it shall notify the Board of Selectmen, the Town Road
Foreman, and the Town Tree Warden of the designation within fifteen
(15) days after the date of the decision, specifying the scenic
characteristics for which the Commission has determined that protection is
warranted. The failure to send such notice to the Board of Selectmen, the
Town Road Foreman, or the Town Tree Warden within such period shall
not affect the validity of the designation.

Rescission of Designation

A Scenic Road designation may be rescinded following the procedures for
designation as set forth in this Ordinance, including the requirement that the owners of a
majority of lot frontage along the affected portion of the Town highway approve of the

Maintenance, Alterations and Reconstruction of Scenic Roads

A.

1.

Maintenance

The Town shall maintain Scenic Roads in good repair and in passable
condition by routine highway maintenance. However, such routine
maintenance shall be performed in a manner to protect and maintain the
scenic characteristics of the highway to the extent feasible.

For the purposes of this Ordinance, the term “routine maintenance” shall
include:



Winter road maintenance.

Road cleaning.

c. Removal of dead, seriously diseased or damaged trees and
branches that pose a threat to public safety, in accordance with the
requirements of Section 23-59 of the Connecticut General Statutes;
trimming branches to allow school buses, emergency vehicles, and
other vehicles to pass; trimming and removal of brush and removal
of boulders and other obstacles that encroach on the traveled
portion of the road or obstruct site lines required for safety;
necessary cutting and trimming of brush or trees for utility lines, in
accordance with Section 16-234 of the Connecticut General
Statutes; and trimming of brush to enhance and protect scenic
views, stone walls, mature trees, and other scenic characteristics of
the scenic road as set forth in its designation.

d. The correction of road drainage problems, including, but not
limited to, the removal of trees, shrubs, silt and other material from
existing drainage structures and the replacement of cross culverts,
curtain drains and cross culvert drainage pipes.

€. Graveling (or its equivalent) and grading to smooth the surface of
unpaved roads, provided that the nature and characteristics of the
material used on the road surface remain the same or the surface is
restored to a prior passable condition using natural materials such
as crushed rock or native stone or equivalent.

f. Repaving, retreatment, or repair of existing paved surfaces that
does not require the widening of the traveled path or the removal
of trees or stone walls or changing the grade or configuration. For
purposes of this subsection, “widening of the traveled path,” means
extending the traveled path beyond its width at the prior paving.
Periodic edging out and creating unpaved shoulders shall be
considered routine maintenance.

g. The installation of reflectors, warning, speed limit and other

roadway signs shall be kept to a safe minimum number. No sign

shall be displayed identifying the road as a Scenic Road.

op

B. Alterations and Improvements

Alterations or improvements shall include changes to any of the following: the
width of the traveled path of the right-of-way; the alignment, grade, or elevation of the
highway; the nature and characteristics of the material used on the highway surface; the
removal or destruction of stone walls or portions thereof; the removal of visible boulders;
the removal or cutting of trees, shrubs, or other vegetation within the untraveled portion
of the road; and the replacement of bridges, guard posts, rails and other engineered
structures. No such alterations or improvements shall be allowed except as expressly
provided in this Ordinance. In addition, any such alterations or improvements shall be
planned and executed so as to do the least possible damage to the physical characteristics
of the Scenic Road. Materials that blend into and compliment the scenic characteristics
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of the highway, including, but not necessarily limited to, stone and timber, shall be used
for bridges, guide rails, guideposts and other engineered structures.

1. Alterations to correct potential hazards to safety.

a.

If the Board of Selectmen finds that a potential hazard to safety
may exist on a Scenic Road and that such hazard requires the
alteration or improvement of the Scenic Road (other than
emergency repairs, as defined in Section V.C of this Ordinance),
the Board may prepare a written proposal to make such alterations
or improvements. Upon preparing any such proposal, the Board
shall file the proposal with the Town Clerk. It shall thereafter
publish a notice in a newspaper having a general circulation in the
Town of Washington, stating that such proposal has been filed
with the Town Clerk, indicating the Scenic Highway to be
affected, and generally stating the work to be performed. No later
than the date of publication of such notice, the Board shall provide
a copy of the notice to the chairmen of the Planning Commission,
the Zoning Commission, the Inland Wetlands Commission, and the
Conservation Commission, and shall mail a copy of the notice, by
certified mail, return receipt requested, to the owners of all land
abutting the Scenic Road to be affected.

If no written objection is filed with the Board of Selectmen within
thirty-five (35) days after the publication of the notice, the
alterations or improvements may proceed. If an objection is made,
a hearing shall be held by the Board of Selectmen to consider the
objections further. Notice of the hearing shall be published in a
newspaper having a general circulation in the Town of Washington
at least ten (10) days before the date of the hearing, with the ten
days being inclusive of the day of publication but not the day of
the hearing. The notice shall indicate the date, time and place of
the hearing and shall state that the hearing is to be held to discuss
the potential alteration or improvement of the Scenic Road to be
affected. The Board shall also mail a copy of the notice, no later
than the date of publication, to each person who filed an objection.
At the hearing, those in attendance shall have an opportunity to
review and comment on the proposed alterations and
improvements.

Following the hearing, the Board of Selectmen may decide to
correct the potential hazard in the manner planned or in any
manner that will cause less disturbance of the Scenic Road and will
still satisfactorily correct the hazard.

SCENIC ROADS ORDINANCE 6



2. Alterations and improvements to accommodate changed conditions.

If a Scenic Road should develop a high level of traffic congestion that
results in unreasonable delays for emergency vehicles, or if the physical condition
of the Scenic Road deteriorates to the extent that the Town cannot maintain it in
good and sufficient repair without alteration or improvement, the Board of
Selectmen may propose the alteration or improvement of the Scenic Road. Such
proposals shall follow the same procedures as set forth in Section V.B.1 of this
Ordinance, except that copies of the initial notice shall be provided to the Town’s
Emergency Services and the Road Foreman in addition to all of the other
recipients specified.

C. Emergency Repairs

Emergency repairs and reconstruction may be made as needed, but shall be made
in a manner consistent with the scenic characteristics of the road to the extent feasible.
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STATEMENT IN SUPPORT OF APPROVAL OF SCENIC ROAD
To the Town Clerk and Planning Commission of the Town of Washington:

As an owner of property having frontage on a Town highway that has been
proposed for Scenic Road status under the provisions of the Town of Washington’s
Scenic Road Ordinance, I hereby state my support for that designation, and I further state
that the information provided below is true to the best of my knowledge and belief:

Name:

Residence Address:

Telephone Number:

Information regarding property owned on proposed Scenic Road:

Street Address:

Assessor’s Lot No.:

Length of frontage along proposed Scenic Road (in feet):

Basis for knowledge of length of frontage (e.g., deed reference, survey,

Subdivision map, etc.)

Signature of Owner

Circulator:
Name

Mailing Address

Telephone

SCENIC ROADS ORDINANCE



