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CONNECTICUT SITING COUNCIL 
 
RE:      :        DOCKET NO. 543 

       : 
Application submitted by The Towers, LLC for   : 
a Certificate of Environmental Compatibility  : 
and Public Need for the construction,   : 
maintenance, and operation of a    : 
telecommunications facility and associated  : 
equipment located at 17 Warren Road,   : 
Washington (New Preston), Connecticut. : 
        :  FEBRUARY 10, 2026 
 
 
WASHINGTON MONTESSORI ASSOCIATION, INC.’S PRE-FILED TESTIMONY OF 

KERRY DORTON 
 
 
Q. Please state your name, title and business address. 
A. My name is Kerry Dorton.  I am the Interim Head of School for the Washington 
 Montessori School. I am also one of the principals of the Washington 
 Montessori Association, Inc. (the “Association”), which is a Connecticut nonstock 
 corporation.  The Association’s business address is 240 Litchfield Turnpike, New 
 Preston, Connecticut 06777.   
 
Q. What is the purpose of your supplemental pre-filed testimony?  
A. The purpose of my supplemental pre-filed testimony is to further address the 
 adverse impact—especially the adverse visual impact—of the proposed 
 telecommunications facility at 17 Warren Road, Washington, Connecticut.  I am 
 also providing this supplemental pre-filed testimony in the event that The Towers 
 LLC is not required by the Connecticut Siting Council to conduct an additional 
 balloon float.  
 
 
Q. Is this supplemental pre-filed testimony being submitted in addition to the 
 pre-filed testimony that you submitted on November 25, 2025?   
A. Yes.   
 
 
Q. Please describe the notice, if any, received by the Association relative to 
  the balloon float conducted by The Towers LLC on April 25, 2025. 
A. To the best of my knowledge, the Association did not receive oral or written notice 
 of The Towers LLC’s balloon float conducted on or about April 25, 2025.   
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Q. Please describe the photograph attached to this pre-filed testimony as 
 Exhibit A. 
A. To the best of my knowledge, the photograph attached to my supplemental pre-
 filed testimony as Exhibit A is a depiction of The Towers LLC’s balloon float 
 conducted on April 25, 2025.  This photograph was taken from the lower playing 
 field at the Washington Montessori School.  The building located on the left side of 
 the photograph is the corner of the Washington Montessori School building 
 (specifically the back music room). The fence depicted in this photograph is the 
 guardrail between the Washington Montessori School’s lower parking area and the 
 playing field. 

 
 

Q. When was this photograph taken?   
A. This photograph was taken on April 25, 2025, which is the day when The Towers 

LLC conducted its balloon test. 
 
 
Q. Is the photograph a true and accurate copy of the original that was provided 

to you?  
A. Yes.  
 
 
Q. Are photographs from the Washington Montessori School property taken, 

provided and kept in the regular course of business by the Washington 
Montessori Association, Inc?     

A. Yes.  
 

 
Q. As the Interim Head of School at the Washington Montessori School, and as 

a member of the Association, is it your regular course of business or practice 
to make and keep photographic records?    

A.  Yes.  
 
 
Q. Was this photograph taken contemporaneously at the time of the balloon 

float?   
A.  Yes.  
 
 
Q. In light of this photograph depicting the ballon float, what is the adverse 

impact of the proposed telecommunications facility on the Washington 
Montessori School?  

A. As previously stated in my pre-filed testimony, if the proposed telecommunications 
facility is constructed at 17 Warren Road, the Association expects significant and 
irreparable educational, visual and scenic impacts on the Washington Montessori 
School and the campus environment.  
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The adverse scenic impact and visual impact to the Washington Montessori School 
would be substantial and permanent. The photograph attached hereto as Exhibit 
A shows that the proposed telecommunications facility would be prominently 
visible from the Association’s property.  This represents a permanent and 
conspicuous change to views that are integral to the Washington Montessori 
School’s identity and central to the experience of families and students. 

 
In addition, visual changes to campus character or safety can materially affect the 
Washington Montessori School’s ability to attract and retain families, which has 
direct operational and financial consequences. Families choose the Washington 
Montessori School in part because of its protected natural setting—that setting will 
now disrupted based on the visual impact depicted in Exhibit A.       
 

 As mentioned in my previously submitted pre-filed testimony, from an educational 
perspective, the Washington Montessori School relies on a cohesive natural 
outdoor environment as an integral part of its educational program. Students from 
eighteen (18) months through eighth (8th) grade transition between indoor and 
outdoor spaces for academic lessons, nature study, physical education, and 
unstructured exploration. The clear, visible presence of the proposed 
telecommunications facility, as illustrated in Exhibit A, would irreparably alter the 
natural outdoor environment and diminish the character of the Washington 
Montessori School’s outdoor setting that students and campers experience on a 
daily basis.   

 
 
Q. Does this conclude your pre-filed testimony in connection with the 

Applicant’s Certificate application?  
A. Yes, although I reserve the right to submit supplemental pre-filed testimony and 

exhibits, as needed, in response to any new information provided by The Towers 
LLC on or after February 10, 2026.   
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EXHIBIT 1  
 

 
 

 


