
STATE OF CONNECTICUT 
CONNECTICUT SITING COUNCIL  

Ten Franklin Square, New Britain, CT  06051 
Phone: (860) 827-2935  Fax: (860) 827-2950 

E-Mail: siting.council@ct.gov
Web Site: portal.ct.gov/csc

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL 

January 5, 2026 

The Honorable Stephen Harding 
State Senator – 30th District 
Legislative Office Building, Room 3400 
300 Capitol Avenue 
Hartford, CT  06106-1591 
Stephen.Harding@cga.ct.gov  

RE: DOCKET NO. 543 – The Towers, LLC, application for a Certificate of Environmental 
Compatibility and Public Need for the construction, maintenance, and operation of a 
telecommunications facility and associated equipment located at 17 Warren Road, 
Washington (New Preston), Connecticut. 

Dear Senator Harding:  

The Connecticut Siting Council (Council) is in receipt of your correspondence received January 4, 
2026 concerning the above-referenced application. Thank you for taking the time to provide the 
Council with your comments. 

Pursuant to Connecticut General Statutes §16-50l(b), a copy of the application is required to be 
submitted to each member of the legislature in whose assembly or senate district the facility is to 
be located for review.  

Before reaching a final decision on an application, the Council must carefully consider all of the 
facts contained in the evidentiary record that is developed by the Council, the applicant, parties and 
intervenors in the proceeding, and consider all of the concerns received from members of the public 
who speak at the public hearing or submit written statements to the Council. 

Copies of your correspondence will be distributed to the service list in the proceeding and will be 
administratively noticed in the record. Please note that you can view all of the documents related 
to this proceeding on our website at https://portal.ct.gov/csc under the “Pending Matters” link. You 
may also keep apprised of Council events on the website calendar and meeting agenda. 

Thank you for your interest and concern in this very important matter. 

Sincerely, 

Melanie A. Bachman 
Executive Director 

MAB/RDM/laf 

c: Service List, dated December 4, 2025 
    Council Members 
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Melanie Bachman,  
Connecticut Siting Council 
Executive Director/Staff Attorney/Legislative Liaison 
10 Franklin Square 
New Britain, CT 06051 
 
Dear Attorney Bachman and Members of the Connecticut Siting Council, 
 
Regarding Connecticut Siting Council Docket #543: 
 
I submit this statement to formally express concerns regarding the proposed construction of a cellular 
communications tower at 17 Warren Road in Washington, Connecticut. As the State Senator for the 
Town of Warren I offer these comments for inclusion in the official record. While I recognize the 
importance of telecommunications coverage, I do not believe the proposed site is appropriate given its 
land-use context, environmental sensitivity, and public safety implications. 
 
The proposed location is situated within a historically significant and scenic rural area whose character 
is protected under local, regional, and state planning policies. The construction of a large-scale 
telecommunications tower at this site would be incompatible with the established land use and would 
result in a permanent visual intrusion inconsistent with the surrounding historic landscape. Additionally, 
the site lies within a documented avian migratory corridor, raising concerns regarding bird strikes and 
disruption associated with tall, illuminated structures. 
 
Further, the application does not demonstrate that less intrusive alternatives have been adequately 
evaluated. Distributed Antenna Systems (DAS) and other small-cell technologies have been successfully 
deployed in historic and environmentally sensitive areas to provide coverage while minimizing visual 
and environmental impacts. The Connecticut Siting Council has historically encouraged the 
consideration of such alternatives where feasible, yet the record does not reflect a thorough, site-specific 
analysis of these options. 
 
The proposal also raises concerns regarding long-term infrastructure planning. Telecommunications 
technology continues to evolve rapidly, including advancements in satellite-based services. Approval of 
permanent, large-scale infrastructure in a scenic and historic area warrants careful scrutiny to avoid 
unnecessary and irreversible impacts should the proposed technology become obsolete. 
 
Finally, the site presents significant environmental and public safety concerns. Construction would 
impact sensitive habitats, including vernal pools and fragile ecosystems, and would require tree clearing 
that could alter drainage patterns and increase runoff onto a state highway. The proposed access road 
location raises Department of Transportation safety concerns related to accident history and sightline 
adequacy, calling into question compliance with applicable safety standards. 
 



 

 

For these reasons, I respectfully urge the Connecticut Siting Council to reconsider the proposed site and 
to require a comprehensive evaluation of less intrusive alternatives that better align with Connecticut’s 
policies on historic preservation, environmental protection, transportation safety, and responsible 
infrastructure siting. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
Sincerely, 

 
Stephen Harding 
Senate Minority Leader 
 
cc: Greg LaCava, Town of Warren 

 


