
WETLAND ASSESSMENT 

June 23, 2025 

The Towers, LLC 
750 Park of Commerce Drive, Suite 200 
Boca Raton, FL 33487 

Re: Site Number: US-CT-5050 Telecommunications Facility 
Maritime Drive, Stonington, Connecticut 
APT Project No. CT754230 

On behalf of The Towers, LLC, All-Points Technology Corporation, P.C. (“APT”) performed an 
evaluation of wetland impacts associated with a new wireless telecommunications facility off 
Maritime Drive in Stonington, Connecticut identifies by the Town of Stonington Assessor’s office as 
Tax ID 151-1-1 (the “Subject Property”). The Subject Property consists of an ±49.5-acre 
undeveloped forested parcel with hay fields in the northwest and southeastern portions of 
the property. The area proposed for the facility, the “Site”, is located in the northwestern portion of 
the Subject Property, which is comprised of open upland hayfield bordering edge forest. The 
Towers proposes to install a 155-foot-tall monopole tower and ground equipment enclosure within a 
50-foot by 50-foot gravel compound area surrounded by an 8-foot-tall chain-link fence (the 
“Facility”). In order to gain access, provide electric and telco services to the proposed Facility, a 
proposed 12-foot wide gravel access drive and 30-foot wide utility easement would extend west 
from Maritime Drive ±525 feet along the northern property boundary to the compound located in 
the northwestern corner. The following provides a discussion of wetland resources identified on 
the Subject Property in proximity to the Site and an analysis of potential wetland resource impacts. 

Wetland Resources 

This wetland impact evaluation is based on a field inspection performed on March 11, 2025 and a 
follow-up inspection on April 2, 2025 along with a review of site plans prepared by 
Airosmith Engineering that will be filed as part of an application to the Connecticut Siting Council. 
The attached Wetland Inspection Map depicts the location of wetland resources proximate to the 
proposed Facility development activities. 

APT wetland scientists conducted an initial inspection of the Site on March 11, 2025 to determine 
the presence and extent of wetlands and watercourses within and proximate to the proposed 
Facility on the Subject Property. Two wetlands were identified within the northwestern and eastern 
portions of the Subject Property draining in a southern direction. 

Wetland 1 is located within the eastern portion of the Subject Property and consists of seasonally 
saturated edges from contributing hillside seepage transitioning into intermittently flooded areas 
associated with Pequotsepos Brook and 100- and 500-year flood hazard zones. This wetland complex 
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drains south through Pequotsepos Brook, which consists of an 8- to 10-foot wide mucky and sandy 
bottom channel with a winding stream structure. The complex is predominately comprised of a red 
maple overstory with inclusions of black gum. Silky dogwood, sweet pepperbush, multiflora rose and 
spicebush dominate the shrub layer with green briar, Asiatic bittersweet, tussock sedge and sensitive 
fern within the herbaceous layer. Two potential vernal pools were identified within the southern 
extents of Wetland. Potential vernal pool (“PVP”) 1 contained approximately 8 to 10 inches of water 
during the investigation and fairy shrimp, an obligate vernal pool species, was observed during the 
inspection. PVP2 located to the immediate south of PVP1 contained 6 to 8 inches of inundation. 

A follow-up investigation was preformed on April 2, 2025 during the spring breeding season to 
determine the presence and extent of breeding within both potential vernal pools. Shallow inundation 
of 2 to 4 inches was present within both pools and no evidence of breeding by obligate amphibian 
species was observed. Based on the shallow depths both areas would not be conducive for breeding 
of vernal pool species due to the areas likely not sustaining the necessary active hydrology for species 
metamorphosis. 

Wetland 2 is located along the western portion of the Subject Property and consists of a seasonally 
saturated complex with contributing hillside seepage. Soils are characterized by a contact point 
between outwash and glacial till soil parent material with a layer of hardpan (dense till) within the 
subsoil. This hardpan layer results in a seasonally perched high groundwater table. The wetland 
system is located within a transitional area as the abutting hillside comprised of glacial till interfaces 
with outwash soil associated with the western field. The wetland complex includes an interior drainage 
ditch functioning as an ephemeral intermittent watercourse 1 to 2 feet wide with a narrow bordering 
wetland. A forested overstory is present throughout, dominated by red maple with inclusions of green 
ash. Spicebush and winterberry were observed within the interior with multiflora rose dominating the 
transitional boundary to the western field. 

Wetland Impact Evaluation 

No direct wetland impacts are associated with the proposed Facility development activities. The 
proposed gravel access road will extend from Maritime Drive and continue west along the edge of the 
open field areas in proximity to Wetland 1. Development activities associated with installation of the 
road will be located ±90 feet west of Wetland 1. The proposed Facility fenced compound will be 
located ±25 feet east of Wetland 2. Temporary development activities (e.g., erosion control 
installation, limited vegetation removal, etc.) associated with the gravel access road and Facility 
compound will be somewhat closer to wetlands. 

To promote protection of wetlands during construction, safeguards are proposed to avoid 
unintentional impacts to these resources. Construction phase protection measures will include the 
installation and maintenance of erosion controls in accordance with the 2024 Connecticut Guidelines 
for Soil Erosion and Sediment Control. In addition, a Resource Protection Plan will be implemented 
during construction that will include an environmental monitor to ensure the contractor is aware of 
the environmental sensitive nature of the Site and that proper protective measures are installed and 
maintained throughout the duration of construction to protect nearby wetlands. Please refer to the 
attached Protection Plan measures for additional details. By implementing these protective techniques 
throughout the duration of construction, potential adverse impacts to wetland resources will be 
mitigated. 



3 | P a g e  
 

Potential long-term secondary impacts to wetland resources associated with the operation of this 
Facility are minimized due to its unstaffed nature and negligible traffic associated with maintenance 
visits that typically require one visit every two to three months. 

Hydraulic Alterations 

Land-use changes (i.e., clearing, increases in impervious surface) can increase surface runoff in the 
watershed of a wetland. Direct inputs of stormwater flow into a wetland may produce sudden water 
level increases in a short period of time and may lengthen the duration of flooding (hydroperiod). 
Diversion of stormwater flows past a wetland may have the opposite effect of decreasing water levels 
and shortening a wetland’s hydroperiod. In addition, stormwater features that create temporary pools 
of water can result in a biological “sink” as breeding amphibians deposit eggs into a water body without 
the necessary hydraulic period to allow for successful development of the eggs into juveniles. 

The proposed Facility will not alter existing surface or subsurface flow conditions or directions. Site 
clearing and grading activities will not de-water the nearby wetlands or alter surface water drainage 
patterns associated with the wetlands. Proposed access road installation or compound development 
will not alter drainage patterns that feed the nearby wetlands. Therefore, the proposed development 
activities will not alter the hydrology of the nearby wetlands. In addition, no stormwater management 
features (temporary or permanent) are proposed that would result in creation of a temporary “decoy” 
pool or “sink” features, which could potentially affect breeding amphibians intercepted on their 
migration to nearby wetland habitats. 

Considering the proposed development will be located within an area of relatively level topography, 
requiring minimal grading with the majority of activities occurring within open field along with the 
wetland protection measures to be implemented during construction, the proposed Facility will not 
result in a likely adverse impact to nearby wetland resources. 

If you have any questions regarding the above-referenced information, please feel free to contact me 
by telephone at (860) 552-2033 or via email at dgustafson@allpointstech.com. 
 

Sincerely, 

All-Points Technology Corporation, P.C. 

 
Dean Gustafson 
Senior Wetland Scientist 
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Resource Protection Measures 
 



ENVIRONMENTAL NOTES - RESOURCES PROTECTION PROGRAM 
 
WETLAND AND RARE SPECIES PROTECTION PROGRAM 
 
As a result of the project’s location in the vicinity of sensitive habitats including wetland resources 
and Federal- and State-listed rare species, the following Protection Program shall be implemented 
by the Contractor to avoid unintentional impacts to proximate wetland resources and rare species 
during construction activities. Details of protection measures to be implemented in association with 
construction of the facility are provided below. 
 
Eastern Box Turtle (Terrapene carolina carolina) a State Special Concern species, northern long-
eared bat (“NLEB”; Myotis septentrionalis), a Federally- and State-listed Endangered Species, and 
tri-colored bat (“TCB”; Perimyotis subflavus) a Proposed Federally Endangered Species and State-
listed Endangered Species are afforded protection under the Connecticut Endangered Species Act, 
are known to occur on or in proximity to the project’s location. The rare species protection 
measures provided herein are similar to protection measures previously approved by the 
Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection (“DEEP”) Wildlife Division on 
other similar projects. It is of the utmost importance that the Contractor complies with the 
requirement for implementation of these protective measures and the education of its employees 
and subcontractors performing work on the project site. The wetland protection measures shall be 
implemented and maintained throughout the duration of construction activities until permanent 
stabilization of site soils has occurred. 
 
It is of the utmost importance that the Contractor complies with the requirement for the 
installation of protective measures and the education of its employees and subcontractors 
performing work on the project site. The protection measures shall be implemented and 
maintained throughout the duration of construction activities until permanent stabilization of site 
soils has occurred. 
 
All-Points Technology Corporation, P.C. (“APT”) will serve as the Environmental Monitor for this 
project to ensure that these protection measures are implemented properly. APT will provide an 
education session for the Contractor prior to the start of construction activities on nearby sensitive 
wetland resources/vernal pools resources and rare species that may be encountered. The 
Contractor shall contact Dean Gustafson, Senior Biologist and Wetland Scientist at APT, at least 5 
business days prior to the start of any construction activities to schedule a pre-construction 
meeting. Mr. Gustafson can be reached by phone at (860) 552-2033 or via email at 
dgustafson@allpointstech.com. 
 
This resources protection program consists of several components including: education of all 
contractors and sub‐contractors prior to initiation of work on the site; installation of erosion 
controls; petroleum materials storage and spill prevention; wetland and rare species protection 
measures; herbicide, pesticide, and salt limitations; and reporting. 
 

1. Contractor Education 

a. Prior to work on site, the Contractor shall attend an educational session at the 
pre-construction meeting with APT. This orientation and educational session will 
consist of an introductory meeting with APT to emphasize the environmentally 
sensitive nature of the project, the various wetland, rare species resources, and 
the requirement to diligently follow the Protective Measures as described in 
sections below. Workers will also be provided information regarding the 
identification of other turtles, snakes, and common herpetofauna (amphibians 



and reptiles) species that could be encountered. The meeting will further 
emphasize the non‐aggressive nature of these species, the absence of need to 
destroy such animals and the need to follow Protective Measures as described in 
following sections. The Contractor will designate one of its workers as the 
“Project Monitor”, who will receive more intense training on the identification and 
protection of herpetofauna. 

b. The importance of protecting nearby wetland resources will also be stressed as 
part of this educational session. 

c. The education session will also focus on means to discriminate between rare 
species and other common native species to avoid unnecessary “false alarms”. 
Encounters with any species of turtles, snakes and amphibians will be 
documented. 

d. The Contractor will designate a member of its crew as the Project Monitor to be 
responsible for the periodic “sweeps” for herpetofauna within the construction 
zone each morning and for any ground disturbance work. This individual will 
receive more intense training from APT on the identification and protection of 
herpetofauna in order to perform sweeps. Any herpetofauna discovered would be 
translocated outside the work zone in the general direction the animal was 
oriented. 

e. The Contractor will be provided with cell phone and email contacts for APT 
personnel to immediately report any encounters with any rare species. 
Educational poster materials will be provided by APT and displayed on the job 
site to maintain worker awareness as the project progresses. 

f. APT will also post Caution Signs throughout the project site for the duration of 
the construction project providing notice of the environmentally sensitive nature 
of the work area, the potential for encountering Eastern Box Turtle and various 
herpetofauna and precautions to be taken to avoid injury to or mortality of these 
animals. 

g. If any rare species are encountered, the Contractor shall immediately cease all 
work, avoid any disturbance to the species, and contact APT. 

2. Isolation Measures & Sedimentation and Erosion Controls 

a. Plastic netting used in a variety of erosion control products (i.e., erosion control 
blankets, fiber rolls [wattles], reinforced silt fence) has been found to entangle 
wildlife, including reptiles, amphibians, birds, and small mammals, but 
particularly snakes. No permanent erosion control products or reinforced silt 
fence will be used on the project. Temporary erosion control products will use 
either erosion control blankets and fiber rolls composed of processed fibers 
mechanically bound together to form a continuous matrix (netless) or netting 
composed of planar woven natural biodegradable fiber to avoid/minimize wildlife 
entanglement. 

b. The extent of the erosion controls will be as shown on the site plans. The 
Contractor shall have additional sedimentation and erosion controls stockpiled on 
site should field or construction conditions warrant extending devices. In addition 
to the Contractor making these determinations, requests for additional controls 
will also be at the discretion of the Environmental Monitor. 



c. Installation of sedimentation and erosion controls, required for erosion control 
compliance and creation of a barrier to possible migrating/dispersing turtles, 
shall be performed by the Contractor following clearing activities and prior to any 
earthwork. The Environmental Monitor will inspect the work zone area prior to 
and following erosion control barrier installation to ensure the area is free of 
amphibians and reptiles and document barriers have been satisfactorily installed. 
The intent of the barrier is to segregate the majority of the work zone and isolate 
it from nesting/foraging/migrating/dispersing turtles, snakes and other 
herpetofauna. Oftentimes complete isolation of a work zone is not feasible due to 
accessibility needs and locations of staging/material storage areas, etc. Although 
the barriers may not completely isolate the work zone, they will be positioned to 
deflect migrating/dispersal routes away from the work zone to minimize potential 
encounters with turtles, snakes and other herpetofauna. 

d. Exclusionary fencing shall be at least 20 inches tall and must be secured to and 
remain in contact with the ground and be regularly maintained by the contractor 
(at least bi-weekly and after major weather events) to secure any gaps or 
openings at ground level that may let animal pass through. 

e. The Contractor is responsible for daily inspections of the sedimentation and 
erosion controls for tears or breeches and accumulation levels of sediment, 
particularly following storm events that generate a discharge as defined by and 
in accordance with applicable local, state and federal regulations. The Contractor 
shall notify the Environmental Monitor within 24 hours of any breeches of the 
sedimentation and erosion controls and any sediment releases beyond the 
perimeter controls that impact or have the potential to impact wetlands, 
watercourses or within 100 feet of wetlands and watercourses. The 
Environmental Monitor will provide periodic inspections of the sedimentation and 
erosion controls throughout the duration of construction activities only as it 
pertains to their function as isolation measures for the protection of wetlands 
and rare species. Such inspections will generally occur once per month. The 
frequency of monitoring may increase depending upon site conditions, level of 
construction activities in proximity to sensitive receptors, or at the request of the 
permittee. If the Compliance Monitor is notified by the Contractor of a sediment 
release, an inspection will be scheduled specifically to investigate and evaluate 
possible impacts to wetland and/or vernal pool resources. 

f. Third party monitoring of sedimentation and erosion controls will be performed 
by other parties, as necessary, under applicable local, state and/or federal 
regulations and permit conditions. 

g. The extent of the sedimentation and erosion controls will be as shown on the site 
plans. The Contractor shall have additional sedimentation and erosion controls 
stockpiled on site should field or construction conditions warrant extending the 
controls as directed by APT or other regulatory agencies. 

h. No equipment, vehicles or construction materials shall be stored outside of the 
sedimentation and erosion controls within 100 feet of wetlands or watercourses. 

i. All silt fencing and other erosion control devices shall be removed within 30 days 
of completion of work and permanent stabilization of site soils. If fiber 
rolls/wattles, straw bales, or other natural material erosion control products are 
used, such devices will not be left in place to biodegrade and shall be promptly 



removed after soils are stable so as not to create a barrier to wildlife movement. 
Seed from seeding of soils should not spread over fiber rolls/wattles as it makes 
them harder to remove once soils are stabilized by vegetation. 

3. Petroleum Materials Storage and Spill Prevention 

a. Certain precautions are necessary to store petroleum materials, refuel and 
contain and properly clean up any inadvertent fuel or petroleum (i.e., oil, 
hydraulic fluid, etc.) spill to avoid possible impact to nearby resources. 

b. A spill containment kit consisting of a sufficient supply of absorbent pads and 
absorbent material will be maintained by the Contractor at the construction site 
throughout the duration of the project. In addition, a waste drum will be kept on 
site to contain any used absorbent pads/material for proper and timely disposal 
off site in accordance with applicable local, state, and federal laws. 

c. The following petroleum and hazardous materials storage and refueling 
restrictions and spill response procedures will be adhered to by the Contractor. 

i. Petroleum and Hazardous Materials Storage and Refueling 

1. Refueling of vehicles or machinery shall occur a minimum of 100 
feet from wetlands or watercourses and shall take place on an 
impervious pad with secondary containment designed to contain 
fuels. 

2. Any fuel or hazardous materials that must be kept on site shall be 
stored on an impervious surface utilizing secondary containment 
a minimum of 100 feet from wetlands or watercourses. 

3. The contractor shall inspect all equipment at the beginning and 
end of each day for any fuel or hydraulic leaks and if discovered 
shall take immediate steps to make repairs and clean up any 
discharges as detailed in the following sections. 

ii. Initial Spill Response Procedures 

1. Stop operations and shut off equipment. 

2. Remove any sources of spark or flame. 

3. Contain the source of the spill. 

4. Determine the approximate volume of the spill. 

5. Identify the location of natural flow paths to prevent the release 
of the spill to sensitive nearby waterways or wetlands. 

6. Ensure that fellow workers are notified of the spill. 

iii. Spill Clean Up & Containment 

1. Obtain spill response materials from the on-site spill response kit.  
Place absorbent materials directly on the release area. 

2. Limit the spread of the spill by placing absorbent materials 
around the perimeter of the spill. 

3. Isolate and eliminate the spill source. 



4. Contact the appropriate local, state and/or federal agencies, as 
necessary. 

5. Contact a disposal company to properly dispose of contaminated 
materials in accordance with all local, state, and federal 
regulations. 

iv. Reporting 

1. Complete an incident report. 

2. Submit a completed incident report to the Connecticut Siting 
Council, the Town of Mystic, and other applicable local, state, and 
federal officials. 

4. Herbicide, Pesticide and Salt Usage 

a. The use of herbicides and pesticides at the facility shall be minimized. In the 
event herbicides and/or pesticides are required at the facility (i.e., to assist in 
management of invasive species within habitat enhancement areas), their use 
will be used in accordance with Integrated Pest Management (“IPM”) principles 
with particular attention to minimize applications within 100 feet of wetland or 
watercourse resources. No applications of herbicides or pesticides are allowed 
within actual wetland or watercourse resources. 

b. Maintenance of the facility during the winter months shall minimize the 
application of chloride-based deicers salt with use of more environmentally 
friendly alternatives to minimize impact to nearby wetland resources. 

5. Wetland and Vernal Pool Protective Measures 

a. A thorough cover search of the construction area will be performed by APT’s 
Environmental Monitor prior to and following installation of the silt fencing barrier 
to remove any wildlife from the work zone prior to the initiation of construction 
activities. Any wildlife discovered would be translocated outside the work zone in 
the general direction the animal was oriented. Periodic inspections will be 
performed by APT’s Environmental Monitor throughout the duration of the 
construction, generally on a monthly basis. 

b. Any stormwater management features, ruts or artificial depressions that could 
hold water created intentionally or unintentionally by site clearing/construction 
activities will be properly filled in and permanently stabilized with vegetation to 
avoid the creation of “decoy pools” that could intercept amphibians potentially 
moving through the project area. Stormwater management features such as level 
spreaders will be carefully reviewed in the field to ensure that standing water 
does not endure for more than a 24‐hour period to avoid creation of decoy pools 
and may be subject to field design changes. Any such proposed design changes 
will be reviewed by the design engineer to ensure stormwater management 
functions are maintained. 

c. Erosion control measures will be removed no later than 30 days following final 
site stabilization so as not to impede wildlife movements. 

6. Eastern Box Turtle Protection Measures – Construction Phase 

a. Prior to earthwork construction activities and following installation of isolation 
barriers, the construction area will be swept by APT and any turtles occurring 



within the work area will be relocated to suitable habitat outside of the isolation 
barriers. 

b. If a turtle is found during the active period, it shall be immediately moved, 
unharmed, by being carefully grasped in both hands, one on each side of the 
shell, between the turtle’s forelimbs and the hind limbs, and placed just outside 
of the isolation barrier in the same approximate direction it was heading. These 
animals are protected by law and no turtles should be relocated from the 
property. 

c. Special care shall be taken by the contractor during early morning and evening 
hours so that possible basking or foraging turtles are not harmed by construction 
activities. 

d. The contractor shall be particularly diligent during the months of May and June 
when turtles are actively selecting nesting sites which results in an increase in 
turtle movement activity. 

e. No heavy machinery or vehicles may be parked outside of the isolation barriers. 

7. Bat Protection Program 

a. The proposed facility is located within sensitive habitat known to be used by two 
rare bat species: Northern Long-eared Bat and Tricolored Bat. In order to protect 
these bat species and prevent incidental take, protection measures are proposed 
during construction and operation of the facility. 

b. Tree Clearing Restriction - A time of year restriction (“TOYR”) for tree clearing 
restricts tree removal to occur only between October 1st through April 14th, during 
the bat’s inactive season, when bats would likely not be present in forested habitat 
on the subject property. Do not remove trees between April 15th through September 
30th. 

8. Reporting 

a. A Compliance Monitoring Report (brief narrative and applicable photos) 
documenting each APT inspection will be submitted by APT to the Permittee and 
its Contractor for compliance verification of these protection measures. These 
reports are not to be used to document compliance with any other permit agency 
approval conditions (i.e., CTDEEP Stormwater Permit monitoring, etc.). Any non-
compliance observations of erosion control measures or evidence of erosion or 
sediment release will be immediately reported to the Permittee and its Contractor 
and included in the reports. Any observations of rare species, resource impacts, 
or corrective actions will be included in the reports. 

b. APT will inspection the site to verify TOYR for tree removal was adhered to and 
include documentation in the report for compliance verification. Any observations 
of bats will be included in the reports. 

c. Following completion of the construction project, APT will provide a final 
Compliance Monitoring Report to the Permittee documenting implementation of 
this wetland, vernal pool, and rare species protection program and monitoring 
observations. The Permittee is responsible for providing a copy of the final 
Compliance Monitoring Report to the Connecticut Siting Council for compliance 
verification. 



d. Following completion of the construction project, APT will provide a Final 
Compliance Monitoring Report to the permittee documenting implementation of 
this wetland, vernal pool, and rare species protection program, monitoring and 
any species observations. The permittee shall provide a copy of the Final 
Compliance Monitoring Report to the Connecticut Siting Council for compliance 
verification. 

e. Any observations of rare species will be reported to DEEP NDDB by APT on the 
appropriate special animal reporting form, with photo-documentation (if possible) 
and specific information on the location and disposition of the animal. 
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