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 1                      (Begin:  2:00 p.m.)

 2

 3 THE VICE CHAIR:  Good afternoon, ladies and gentlemen.

 4      Can everyone hear me okay?

 5           Very good.  Thank you.

 6           This continued evidentiary hearing session is

 7      called to order this Tuesday, May 20, 2025, at 2

 8      p.m.  My name is John Morissette, Vice Chair of

 9      the Connecticut Siting Council.  I am filling in

10      for Chair Katz this afternoon.

11           If you haven't done so already, I ask that

12      everyone please mute their computer audio and/or

13      telephones now.

14           A copy of the prepared agenda is available on

15      the Council's website, along with the record of

16      this matter, the public hearing notice,

17      instructions for public access to this public

18      hearing, and the Council's citizen's guide to the

19      Siting Council's Procedures.

20           Other members of the Council are

21      Mr. Golembiewski, Mr. Nguyen, Mr. Carter,

22      Ms. Hall, Mr. Syme, and Mr. Lynch.  Members of the

23      staff are Executive Director Melanie Bachman,

24      Siting Analyst Ifeanyi Nwankwo, and Administrative

25      Support Lisa Fontaine.
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 1           This evidentiary session is a continuation of

 2      the public hearing held on April 25, 2025.  It is

 3      held pursuant to the provisions of Title 16 of the

 4      Connecticut General Statutes and of the Uniform

 5      Administrative Procedure Act upon an application

 6      from Homeland Towers, LLC, and Cellco Partnership

 7      d/b/a Verizon Wireless for a certificate of

 8      environmental compatibility and public need for

 9      the construction, maintenance, and operation of a

10      telecommunications facility and associated

11      equipment located at 196 East Haddam-Colchester

12      Turnpike in East Haddam, Connecticut.

13           A verbatim transcript will be made of this

14      hearing and deposited in the East Haddam Town

15      Clerk's office for the convenience of the public.

16           The Council will take a 10 to 15-minute break

17      at a convenient juncture around 3:30pm.

18           We'll now move to the continued appearance by

19      the Applicants.  In accordance with the Council's

20      April 25, 2025, continued evidentiary hearing

21      memo, we will continue with the appearance of the

22      Applicants, Homeland Towers, LLC, and Cellco

23      Partnership d/b/a Verizon Wireless to verify the

24      new exhibits marked as Roman numeral two, items B9

25      and 10 of the hearing program.
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 1           Good afternoon, Attorney Baldwin.

 2 ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  Good afternoon, Mr. Morissette.

 3      Thank you.

 4           Again, Kenneth Baldwin with Robinson & Cole

 5      on behalf of the Applicant, Homeland Towers and

 6      Cellco Partnership, doing business as Verizon

 7      Wireless.

 8           Our hearing panel today is the same as it was

 9      at the initial hearing.  So, I would just remind

10      our panel that they remain under oath in this

11      proceeding.

12 R A Y M O N D   V E R G A T I,

13 K I P   D i V I T O,

14 E L I Z A B E T H   G L I D D E N,

15 D A V I D   W E I N P A H L,

16 M A T T H E W    W.   A L L E N,

17 P E T E R   G I R A U D E A U,

18 M A R T I N   B R O G I E,

19 J O H N   H O S A K,

20 B R O O K S   T H A C K E R,

21           recalled as witnesses, having been previously

22           sworn, were examined and testified under oath

23           as follows:

24

25 ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  We have two additional exhibits to
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 1      offer that were offered last week, Mr. Morissette,

 2      as you stated, listed in the hearing program as

 3      Applicant's Exhibits 9 and 10.  They include what

 4      has been identified as late-file exhibits, which

 5      are the Applicant's responses to the homework

 6      assignments that we had at the end of the prior

 7      proceeding.

 8           And then item ten is a map.  Item ten is a

 9      map that was prepared also in response to some

10      conversations and comments the Council offered

11      with respect to a potential alternative location

12      for the tower site.

13           With that identification, I'll ask a

14      shortened version of our witness panel, did you

15      prepare or assist in the preparation of those two

16      new exhibits identified in the hearing program as

17      Exhibits 9, Applicant's Exhibits 9 and 10?

18           Mr. DiVito?

19 THE WITNESS (DiVito):  Yes.

20 ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  Mr. Vergati?

21 THE WITNESS (Vergati):  Yes.

22 ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  Mr. Weinpahl?

23 THE WITNESS (Weinpahl):  Yes.

24 ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  Mr. Allen?

25 THE WITNESS (Allen):  Yes.
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 1 ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  And do you have any corrections,

 2      modifications, or clarifications to offer to

 3      either of those two new exhibits?

 4           Mr. DiVito?

 5 THE WITNESS (DiVito):  No.

 6 ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  Mr. Weinpahl?

 7 THE WITNESS (Weinpahl):  No.

 8 ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  Mr. Allen?

 9 THE WITNESS (Allen):  No.

10 ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  Mr. Vergati?

11 THE WITNESS (Vergati):  No.

12 ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  And do you adopt the information

13      contained in those exhibits as your testimony in

14      this proceeding?

15           Mr. DiVito?

16 THE WITNESS (DiVito):  Yes.

17 ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  Mr. Weinpahl?

18 THE WITNESS (Weinpahl):  Yes.

19 ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  Mr. Allen?

20 THE WITNESS (Allen):  Yes.

21 ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  Mr. Vergati?

22 THE WITNESS (Vergati):  Yes.

23 ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  Mr. Morissette, I offer them as full

24      exhibits.

25 THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you, Attorney Baldwin.
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 1           Does any party or intervener object to the

 2      admission of the Applicant's new exhibits?

 3           Mr. Longobardi?

 4 STEPHEN LONGOBARDI:  No objection.

 5 THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you.

 6           Attorney McCann?

 7 ATTORNEY McCANN:  No, sir.  Thank you.

 8 THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you.  The exhibits are hereby

 9      admitted.

10           We will now continue with the

11      cross-examination of the Applicants by the

12      Longobardis.  Mr. Longobardi, please continue.

13 STEPHEN LONGOBARDI:  Okay.  I was talking about the

14      visual resource assessment.  One of the questions

15      I have is on page 7 of the visual resource

16      assessment, the VRA.  In the first paragraph you

17      state that photo simulations were developed,

18      superimposed, and rendered on a three-dimensional

19      computer model proposed facility into the base

20      photograph taken from each corresponding visual

21      receptor.

22           Am I correct in saying that there was no

23      receptor?  Or was there some other kind?

24 THE WITNESS (Allen):  This is Matthew Allen, Saratoga

25      Associates.
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 1           I'm sorry.  Could you repeat the question?

 2      I -- I'm not sure I understood.

 3 STEPHEN LONGOBARDI:  On page 7 of your VRA you state

 4      that you utilize a visual receptor.  Was there a

 5      type of visual receptor in your photos?

 6 THE WITNESS (Allen):  The visual receptor referred to

 7      is the -- if we take corresponding visual

 8      receptor, referring to the camera location, or the

 9      location the photo was taken.

10 STEPHEN LONGOBARDI:  Wouldn't that refer to a balloon

11      or a crane, or something that you could guide your

12      camera to?

13 THE WITNESS (Allen):  This is Matthew Allen again.

14           If you could bear with me just a while I find

15      that exact passage, and that word.

16 STEPHEN LONGOBARDI:  No problem.  The first paragraph,

17      page 7.

18 THE WITNESS (Allen):  Yeah, we're -- we are -- Matthew

19      Allen, Saratoga Associates.

20           We are referring to the location that the

21      photographer was taking -- was standing when the

22      photo was taken, not the subject of the

23      photograph, or not the tower itself.

24 STEPHEN LONGOBARDI:  So, it's not -- it basically

25      states, corresponding to a visual receptor.  Would
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 1      that not be a balloon, or an object to look at

 2      where the tower location was?

 3 THE WITNESS (Allen):  No, it would not.

 4           It's the inverse of that.

 5 STEPHEN LONGOBARDI:  Okay.  On page 3, on Bashan Lake

 6      you state that there are 70 properties that have a

 7      partial view of the facility.  Is that correct?

 8 THE WITNESS (Allen):  Matthew Allen, Saratoga

 9      Associates.

10           Yes.  It says approximately 70 properties.

11 STEPHEN LONGOBARDI:  Okay.  And you go on to state that

12      none of these properties within can fall or do

13      fall within a half mile of the facility.  So,

14      nobody within a half a mile of the facility can

15      see -- have the visibility of that.  Correct?

16 THE WITNESS (Allen):  That is correct.  Not to say

17      there are not residential properties within that

18      distance, but there are not residential properties

19      that fall within the identified viewshed area.

20 STEPHEN LONGOBARDI:  All right.  However, within your

21      assessment, you acknowledge that from Bailey Road,

22      which is within that half-mile radius, Number 22

23      does have visibility of that tower?

24 THE WITNESS (Allen):  Based on -- Matthew Allen,

25      Saratoga Associates.
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 1           Based on the viewshed analysis, there are

 2      very small, I'll use the term "keyhole views" or

 3      window views along Bailey Road, isolated views

 4      between gaps in trees.

 5 STEPHEN LONGOBARDI:  Okay.  In your VRA you state that

 6      Southwinds Road view was filtered.  Is there -- on

 7      one of your images there, I think it's number 18,

 8      do you have a corresponding photo of that that

 9      simulates where that tower would be from that

10      road?

11 THE WITNESS (Allen):  Matthew Allen, Saratoga

12      Associates.

13           No, we do not.

14 STEPHEN LONGOBARDI:  All right.  My next question is

15      for Homeland Towers.  How wide would the tower be

16      at its base?

17 THE WITNESS (Weinpahl):  Yes.  David Weinpahl, On Air

18      Engineering.

19           The base would be approximately four and a

20      half feet, between four, four and a half feet.

21 STEPHEN LONGOBARDI:  And how wide would the top section

22      be?  The typical --

23 THE WITNESS (Weinpahl):  David Weinpahl.

24           Typically, two.  Typically, two feet at the

25      top.
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 1 STEPHEN LONGOBARDI:  All right.  How wide are the

 2      platforms usually on that structure?

 3 THE WITNESS (Weinpahl):  David Weinpahl, On Air

 4      Engineering.

 5           Twelve-foot is typical for carrier platforms.

 6      We've shown that, I believe, in the plans for

 7      Verizon.

 8 STEPHEN LONGOBARDI:  This goes probably back to

 9      Homeland.  In question 59 from the pre-hearing

10      interrogatories you estimate the height of the

11      tree is between 70 and 80 feet.  Is that correct?

12 ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  Mr. Morissette, I think the response

13      speaks for itself, that that's exactly what the

14      response says.

15 STEPHEN LONGOBARDI:  All right.  So, if we average

16      that --

17 THE VICE CHAIR:  Please continue.

18 STEPHEN LONGOBARDI:  If we average that at 75, the

19      155-foot tower would be 80 feet above the trees.

20           Correct?

21 THE WITNESS (Allen):  Yeah.  Matthew Allen, Saratoga

22      Associates.

23           Mathematically?  Yes, but you have to factor

24      in visual perspective, the line of sight.

25 STEPHEN LONGOBARDI:  And with the 20-foot extension, it
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 1      would be 100-foot -- above the trees?

 2 THE WITNESS (Allen):  Matthew Allen.

 3           Again, mathematically that is correct, but

 4      that's not how line of sights work.

 5 STEPHEN LONGOBARDI:  I understand that.

 6           The FAA at this time is not requiring the

 7      tower to be marked or lit.  Correct?

 8 THE WITNESS (Vergati):  Ray Vergati, Homeland Towers.

 9           That is correct.  It's not required to be lit

10      or marked.

11 STEPHEN LONGOBARDI:  Was there any mention regarding

12      seaplanes landing and taking off on Bashan Lake

13      with the FAA?

14 THE WITNESS (Vergati):  Ray Vergati, Homeland Towers.

15           We simply run an FAA study.  They come back

16      and tell us if the site complies with the

17      guidelines, if it needs to be lit and marked, and

18      what height it can go up to without marking and

19      lighting.

20           I believe in this case -- and I'll double

21      check -- I think it can go up to 199.  I think we

22      also received a letter from the Connecticut

23      airports asking us to file an additional form,

24      which we did, and there were no FAA issues that

25      came back on the proposed facility.
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 1 STEPHEN LONGOBARDI:  Since those seaplanes take off in

 2      a north-to-south and south-to-north direction, is

 3      there anything preventing the FAA requesting the

 4      tower to be lit in the future?

 5 THE WITNESS (Vergati):  This is Ray Vergati.

 6           I can't speak for the FAA future plans, but

 7      right now they've come back and have stated that

 8      the tower does not need to be marked or lit.

 9 ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  Mr. Morissette, for the record I'll

10      just point to Applicant's Exhibit Number 6, which

11      is that FAA final determination.

12 STEPHEN LONGOBARDI:  Okay.

13 THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you.

14 STEPHEN LONGOBARDI:  This question is for the RF

15      engineers.  Can you provide propagation maps or a

16      map with all the frequencies on one sheet to find

17      out what the total coverage is?  Is that feasible?

18 THE WITNESS (DiVito):  This is Kip DiVito with Verizon

19      Wireless.

20           It is feasible.  We just don't often do that

21      because you get 700 frequency that would just

22      drown out all the others.

23 STEPHEN LONGOBARDI:  Okay.

24 THE VICE CHAIR:  At this point -- in the hearing we're

25      not accepting any more late files in this hearing.
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 1 STEPHEN LONGOBARDI:  Okay.

 2 THE VICE CHAIR:  We have enough information on the

 3      record to obtain frequency information.

 4           Thank you.

 5 STEPHEN LONGOBARDI:  Okay.  If this tower is approved,

 6      is there a possibility that Verizon will not

 7      develop the transfer station since it's only 1.38

 8      miles away?

 9 THE WITNESS (DiVito):  This is Kip DiVito with Verizon

10      Wireless.

11           No, we already have plans to move forward

12      with that site.

13 STEPHEN LONGOBARDI:  If you develop the transfer

14      station first, is it possible that the existing

15      search ring will change?

16 THE WITNESS (DiVito):  This is Kip DiVito with Verizon

17      Wireless.

18           No, it will not.

19 STEPHEN LONGOBARDI:  On the next question -- I don't

20      know if this is a town question.  The lot in front

21      that is the vacant lot that's been noted, will

22      that still be able to be developed as a home?

23 ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  Yeah.  Mr. Morissette, I'll -- not

24      to be dramatic, but I'll object.  I'm not sure

25      that anyone on our witness panel can address that
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 1      question.

 2 STEPHEN LONGOBARDI:  Yeah.  And like I said, I think

 3      that was a town question.  Sorry.

 4 THE VICE CHAIR:  Yes, I'd refer that to the Town,

 5      please.  Thank you.

 6 STEPHEN LONGOBARDI:  I think I'm all done with

 7      questions.

 8 THE VICE CHAIR:  Very good.  Thank you, Mr. Longobardi.

 9           We now have Attorney McCann cross-examine the

10      Applicant.  Attorney McCann?

11 ATTORNEY McCANN:  Thank you.  Good afternoon.  Brian

12      McCann of Zabel Schellenberg for the Town of East

13      Haddam.  Thank you for the opportunity.

14           My first question is regarding public

15      engagement.  The Town is obviously concerned that

16      the appropriate number of individuals were made

17      aware of the application and were able to voice

18      their concerns, if any.

19           And I was just curious if the panel had a

20      position as to whether a balloon test would have

21      been a more effective way to inform the public and

22      demonstrate the visual impact of the proposed

23      tower?

24 THE WITNESS (Allen):  Yes.  Matthew Allen, Saratoga

25      Associates.
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 1           From a public information perspective, a

 2      balloon would have provided opportunity for direct

 3      observation.  From a visual impact perspective or

 4      an analysis perspective, it is unnecessary given

 5      all the other technically accurate tools that are

 6      available for assessment.

 7           I -- I testified last time in some depth on

 8      how we use those technical tools.  I'm happy to

 9      answer more questions about that, if you like.

10 ATTORNEY McCANN:  No, no.  I listened to that.  Thank

11      you.

12           In the conclusory paragraph on your visual

13      assessment analysis you had said the potential

14      project visibility is not of a size or extent that

15      it would constitute an unacceptable magnitude, nor

16      does the facility affect a sufficient number of

17      public viewers or geographic area where the

18      facility can reasonably be deemed to be visually

19      important.

20           I'm just curious in the context of that, of

21      those two sentences, was it taken into account

22      that the Bashan Lake is a state-owned public

23      recreation property?

24 THE WITNESS (Allen):  Yes, it does, given that the --

25      Matthew Allen, Saratoga Associates.  I'm sorry.
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 1           Yes, the analysis does consider the lake

 2      surface.  The viewshed analysis identifies the

 3      geographic area on the lake where visibility would

 4      occur, and the nearest area of visibility on the

 5      lake, I believe, is very close to a mile away.

 6      Anything closer than a mile is screened by

 7      shoreline vegetation.

 8 ATTORNEY McCANN:  Okay.  And was there analysis as to

 9      how much of the lake approximately that that

10      encompasses at a greater distance than a mile from

11      the proposed tower?

12 THE WITNESS (Allen):  This is Matthew Allen.

13           Yeah, if I could take a moment to find that?

14      I -- I expect it does.

15           Yes.  Yeah, approximately 285 acres of Bashan

16      Lake would be -- of the surface of Bashan Lake

17      would be affected.  I'm sorry.  And also let me

18      clarify.  My report also says 501 acres within a

19      half a mile of the facility would be affected.

20           So, I'm sorry.  The number I was referring to

21      that I said was a mile, I was mistaken.  The

22      number is -- a half a mile is about where the

23      shoreline vegetation would screen the tower.

24 ATTORNEY McCANN:  Is that the third-to-last paragraph

25      of page 18 where it says from 253 acres of water
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 1      surface?

 2 THE WITNESS (Allen):  It's Matthew Allen.

 3           I'm sorry.  Could you repeat that?  You were

 4      breaking up just a little bit.

 5 ATTORNEY McCANN:  Oh, I'm sorry.  I was asking whether

 6      that analysis is summarized on the third-to-last

 7      paragraph on page 18 of the report where it says

 8      253 acres of water surface.

 9           So, more specifically the paragraph that's

10      labeled, visibility from Bashan Lake, Moodus

11      Reservoir, and Pickerel Lake.

12 THE WITNESS (Allen):  Yes.  Matthew Allen.

13           I think you're referring to page 8.  There's

14      a divider bar before the 8, so it's not 18.  It's

15      page 8.

16 ATTORNEY McCANN:  Oh, I'm sorry.

17 THE WITNESS (Allen):  That's okay.  Yeah, and it does

18      say, viewshed analysis indicates the facility

19      could be visible from 253 acres of water surface.

20      That would be the sum of Bashan Lake, Moodus

21      Reservoir, and Pickerel Lake.

22 ATTORNEY McCANN:  Thank you.

23           Was there a visual impact assessment

24      performed from the Laurel Cove area of the lake?

25 THE WITNESS (Allen):  And again, Matthew Allen.
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 1           Again, I'm sorry.  Could you repeat that?

 2      From what location on the lake?

 3 ATTORNEY McCANN:  From the Laurel Cove area of Bashan

 4      Lake.

 5 THE WITNESS (Allen):  I would ask for any assistance

 6      from my panel which is Laurel Cove?

 7           I believe that's --

 8 A VOICE:  Yes.

 9 THE WITNESS (Allen):  Yes, Matthew Allen.

10           The viewshed analysis, which is figure A-1 in

11      the visual impact assessment, the viewshed

12      analysis identifies the -- the water surface of

13      Bashan Lake that is affected, which includes the

14      Laurel Cove area.

15 A VOICE:  It does include.

16 THE WITNESS (Allen):  Yeah.  And there, there is also

17      an area on the western side of Laurel Cove that

18      would be screened by shoreline vegetation.  So,

19      that is unaffected and that's illustrated in

20      figure A-1.

21 ATTORNEY McCANN:  This question may be for Mr. Brogie.

22      Given the fact that the proposed tower is within

23      an upland review area, pursuant to the Town's

24      inland wetlands regulations, are there any wetland

25      impact mitigation measures proposed as part of the
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 1      application?

 2 THE WITNESS (Brogie):  Based on the as-built condition

 3      of the tower, as we testified the last time, we

 4      would not expect any -- certainly, no direct

 5      impacts to the wetlands.  And given the size of

 6      the tower base and how stormwater is basically

 7      managed in and around the tower, creating no

 8      runoff, we would not expect any impacts to the

 9      wetland.

10           We have provided some mitigation guidance for

11      during construction, as we did identify some

12      low-level amphibian activity in the -- in the

13      wetland area nearest to the tower.  And so, we

14      provided some documentation and protocols for

15      contractors to follow during construction to

16      mitigate any impacts to amphibians.

17 THE REPORTER:  May I have the name of the last witness?

18 THE WITNESS (Brogie):  Martin Brogie, for the record.

19           Apologies.

20 ATTORNEY McCANN:  Thank you.  And have any prudent and

21      feasible alternatives been examined?

22 THE WITNESS (Brogie):  Yes, we proposed an alternative

23      tower location which was submitted to the Council.

24           Martin Brogie.

25 ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  And for the Court Reporter, that
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 1      Mr. Brogie is referring to Applicant's Exhibit 10.

 2 ATTORNEY McCANN:  The next question is, I heard some

 3      testimony in the last hearing that there, there

 4      will be certain portions of Route 149 that will

 5      still have dead zones carriers with inadequate

 6      service even after the submission of this instant

 7      proposed tower.

 8           Therefore, can we assume that additional

 9      towers will be necessary to the west of the

10      proposed tower?

11 THE WITNESS (DiVito):  This is Kip DiVito with Verizon

12      Wireless.

13           As always, we would move forward with our

14      current plan for our network and then conduct more

15      testing on the network after to consider what

16      would be needed.

17 ATTORNEY McCANN:  Okay.

18 THE WITNESS (DiVito):  So, I don't -- I'm not going to

19      assume that.

20 ATTORNEY McCANN:  Can you confirm, though, that there

21      will be even -- after the installation of this

22      tower, there will be what I'm calling dead zones

23      around/along the 149 corridor?

24 THE WITNESS (DiVito):  This is Kip DiVito with Verizon

25      Wireless.
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 1           I -- I believe there's going to be areas of

 2      service that will not have reliable in-building or

 3      in-vehicle service.

 4 ATTORNEY McCANN:  Okay.  I heard some testimony during

 5      the last hearing about RF overlaps and that there

 6      can be problems associated with RF overlaps.

 7           Did I hear that correctly?

 8 THE WITNESS (DiVito):  This is Kip DiVito with Verizon

 9      Wireless.

10           There can be.  It causes interference, so

11      that's why once sites get built and on air we do

12      testing to make sure that we mitigate that

13      interference.  You might draw back a sector so

14      you're covering less of an area, or maybe you

15      don't need to do that, but it -- it is possible.

16 ATTORNEY McCANN:  Okay.  So my follow-up question then

17      is, if we assume that there will be an additional

18      tower necessary for portions of Route 149, will

19      there then be a potential for RF overlap from the

20      instant tower?

21 THE WITNESS (DiVito):  So, this is Kip DiVito with

22      Verizon Wireless.

23           So again, after we move forward with our plan

24      if, you know, granted, we would do testing.  We

25      might not put up a tower.  You might need small



25

 1      cells.  It's -- we don't want to cause

 2      interference, so we're not going to assume that we

 3      would have to build another tower.

 4 ATTORNEY McCANN:  Okay.  Would any part of that

 5      analysis potentially conclude to a tower of lesser

 6      height or magnitude at the current location?

 7 THE WITNESS (DiVito):  This is Kip DiVito with Verizon

 8      Wireless.

 9           No, I mean -- so, for a few reasons, if we

10      were to reduce our current tower, we would reduce

11      the amount of in-building and in-vehicle coverage

12      area greatly.  Second of all, we reduce our

13      ability to hand off for sure with our on-air site

14      that is East Haddam two, which is the American

15      Legion's building.  It's on a light pole.  It's, I

16      believe, 89 feet.

17           So, it's -- building a smaller tower here

18      would just lessen the ability to cover Route 149,

19      produce a larger gap.  And then you -- you would

20      reduce the ability to hand off north and south to

21      our proposed sites, but approval to move forward

22      with sites and that transfer station and Mount

23      Parnassus Road.

24           So, from an RF perspective, the current

25      height we have right now is exactly what we need.
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 1 ATTORNEY McCANN:  Thank you.

 2           I'm curious if any consideration regarding

 3      the design or siting of the instant tower, if any

 4      consideration was given to the local zoning code.

 5      Specifically, within that zoning code for the Town

 6      of East Haddam is that the location standards,

 7      locations in order of preference for facilities on

 8      existing or approved towers, number one; within

 9      existing structures, number two; on existing

10      structures, number three; non-sensitive areas,

11      number four; in sensitive areas with low visual

12      impact, number five; or in sensitive areas with

13      high visual impacts with mitigation, number six.

14           Was there any consideration given to similar

15      factors in this application?

16 THE WITNESS (Vergati):  This is Ray Vergati, Homeland

17      Towers.

18           We certainly try to look at local zoning regs

19      when siting these towers.  It's -- it's a delicate

20      balance.  You know, I think the first few that you

21      just listed, from a preference standpoint from the

22      Town -- many towns, is to find a suitable

23      structure, be it a water tank, transmission pole,

24      an existing tower, a billboard, a rooftop, and

25      that's what the carriers always look for.
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 1      Obviously, if there's an existing structure with

 2      adequate height that performs for the carrier and

 3      provides relief on the coverage gaps, then that's

 4      where they'll go.

 5           In this particular area of East Haddam there

 6      are no existing structures with adequate height,

 7      i.e., again, water tanks, transmission poles,

 8      existing towers, and so forth.  So, you have to

 9      find a raw land site.  It's a delicate -- when I

10      say by raw land, you have to build a tower.

11           So, it's a balance of -- of working with the

12      engineer, working with the terrain.  You don't

13      want to build it in a hole where it's not going to

14      perform well.  So, we take into consideration a

15      number of factors in trying to site the tower

16      that's going to be the best location, both for

17      Verizon and the community and for public safety,

18      for aesthetics, for environmental, and so forth.

19 ATTORNEY McCANN:  For several of the alternative sites

20      investigated in this site search summary by

21      Homeland the summary of outreach to owners states,

22      the owner did not respond with interest in

23      pursuing a lease with either Homeland Towers or

24      Verizon.

25           I'm curious on two things; number one, if
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 1      that was sort of the end of the inquiry, or if --

 2      if other additional contact efforts were made; and

 3      also, just sort of generally, whether any of those

 4      sites were deemed more -- were deemed, you know,

 5      preferable or a better alternative, but not

 6      explored because of that response that -- the lack

 7      of response that I just cited?

 8 THE WITNESS (Vergati):  Ray Vergati, Homeland Towers.

 9           We send out letters, obviously, to the

10      homeowners via certified and regular mailings.

11      Both Verizon did this as well as Homeland Towers.

12      When we don't receive a response back from a

13      landlord from the multiple letters that go out to

14      the area, we take it as a non-interest.

15           We try to work with interested landlords.  We

16      try to work with sites that we feel, again, are

17      going to be the best location to site a tower with

18      the least visual environmental impact to an area,

19      again looking at the terrain, working with the

20      engineers for the network design, making sure the

21      gap is filled and remedied by a tower.

22 ATTORNEY McCANN:  Okay.  And I guess my followup to

23      that was, if any of those alternate property

24      owners did respond, or there, you know, there were

25      different facts regarding their response, was it
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 1      deemed that any of those towers would have been

 2      comparable or even more preferred than the instant

 3      site?

 4 THE WITNESS (Vergati):  So again, Ray Vergati, Homeland

 5      Towers.

 6           I can tell you from my site search summary

 7      from the exhibit that there were some property

 8      owners that did respond with interest.  And they

 9      were certainly vetted and looked at.

10           As an example, I think it's Birch Acres, LLC,

11      was one of the properties on Alger Road, and I had

12      met with the property owners, and on two or three

13      occasions walked the property.  The property has

14      major wetlands.  It has frontage on Bashan Lake.

15      We have a house directly across the street, and it

16      was very limited where we can site the tower.

17           So, even though I had an interested landlord

18      willing to sign a lease with Homeland Towers, we

19      did not pursue it because we felt that, A, we had

20      a house, I believe it may have been 300 feet

21      directly across the street.  And I had a major

22      wetland coming through the property, a stream

23      leading into Bashan Lake, and we didn't want to

24      cross that stream to site the tower.

25 ATTORNEY McCANN:  Thank you.
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 1           Lastly, I posed a question from my client

 2      directly to Attorney Baldwin.  And I don't know if

 3      anyone can speak to this, but we asked the

 4      Applicant through counsel if they could respond to

 5      analysis, a hypothetical analysis if the tower

 6      were sited at 120 feet.

 7           Attorney Baldwin, can someone speak to that

 8      from the panel?

 9 THE WITNESS (DiVito):  Yes, this is Kip DiVito with

10      Verizon Wireless.

11           We did look at that, and I still stand by my

12      previous statement about reducing the tower height

13      and the coverage issues that that would cause, the

14      handoff issues that that would cause.  And just in

15      general, building a smaller tower reduces the, you

16      know, co-locatability of it.

17           So that, the height we're at right now is

18      what we need for the coverage needs in the area

19      both in-home and in-vehicle reliability.

20 ATTORNEY McCANN:  Okay.  Thank you, all.  That's all I

21      have.  I appreciate the responses.

22 THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you, Attorney McCann.

23           We'll now continue with cross-examination of

24      the Applicant on the new exhibits by the Council,

25      starting with Mr. Nwankwo, followed by
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 1      Mr. Golembiewski.  Mr. Nwankwo, Good afternoon.

 2 MR. NWANKWO:  Good afternoon.  Thank you, Mr. Vice

 3      Chair.

 4           I'd like to refer to attachment A, which is

 5      part of the Applicant's response to council

 6      interrogatory number 55.  My question is, what is

 7      the distance of the Snell-Talbot Preserve from the

 8      proposed tower?

 9 ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  I'm sorry, Mr. Nwankwo.  You said

10      question 55?

11 MR. NWANKWO:  Yes, council interrogatory number 55.

12

13                           (Pause.)

14

15 THE WITNESS (Allen):  What was the name of the

16      preserve?

17 ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  Could --

18 MR. NWANKWO:  I believe the response was attachment

19      one, which is just a revised viewshed map.

20 ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  To the interrogatories?

21 MR. NWANKWO:  Yes.

22           The viewshed map does show two preserves, the

23      Bloch Preserve and the Snell-Talbot Preserve.

24 THE WITNESS (Allen):  What interrogatory number was it?

25 ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  Fifty-five.
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 1 THE WITNESS (Allen):  Yes, Matthew Allen, Saratoga

 2      Associates.

 3           The distance from the tower to the nearest

 4      point on the Snell-Talbot Preserve, I don't have

 5      an exact dimension, but using the one-half-mile

 6      radius ring it appears to be less than a quarter

 7      mile to the nearest point in the Snell-Talbot

 8      Preserve.

 9 MR. NWANKWO:  Thank you.

10           Would the tower be visible from that, from

11      that preserve?

12 THE WITNESS (Allen):  Matthew Allen.

13           The viewshed map indicates that it would be

14      screened by intervening vegetation.  I find no

15      areas of visibility based on viewshed analysis in

16      the Snell-Talbot Preserve.

17 MR. NWANKWO:  Thank you.

18           Also, in looking at the visual assessment

19      report, several photo locations are labeled as

20      filtered.  Could you define what filtered means?

21 THE WITNESS (Allen):  Yes, filtered means -- Matthew

22      Allen.

23           Filtered means that visibility may be

24      possible through intervening tree trunks and

25      branches in a seasonal leaf-off condition.  Such
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 1      visibility would likely be fully screened during a

 2      summer leaf-on condition.

 3 MR. NWANKWO:  Thank you for that.

 4           Based on that, I'm wondering why, other than

 5      photos 5 and 15, the photo sims were not shown at

 6      any of the other filtered photo locations?

 7 THE WITNESS (Allen):  Yes.  Matthew Allen.

 8           The locations for photo simulations were

 9      selected to provide representative -- to

10      illustrate representative views, not to be fully

11      comprehensive of all photographs taken.

12 MR. NWANKWO:  Thank you.

13           Could the Applicant summarily compare the

14      photo simulations provided in the visual

15      assessment report with the balloon float pictures

16      provided by Mr. Longobardi?

17 THE WITNESS (Allen):  Yes.  Matthew Allen.

18           Let me just pull out -- yes, I have looked at

19      Mr. Longobardi's photographs.  I have a number of

20      questions in order to fully understand the

21      photographs taken of the balloon.

22           Yeah, some of the questions I have were --

23      that was not provided were the exact latitude and

24      longitude where the balloon was flown, the -- the

25      exact ground elevation of where the balloon was
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 1      flown, the height of the balloon; and concerning

 2      the photographs themselves, the exact location

 3      where the photographs were taken, latitude and

 4      longitude, elevation, and importantly, the focal

 5      length of the -- the photographs.

 6           In comparing Mr. Longobardi's photographs

 7      with the photographs that are in the visual

 8      assessment, I have no reason to believe that they

 9      are, you know, in any way inaccurate, but for the

10      questions that I have just to confirm the degree

11      of visibility.

12           But what I find in looking at comparing

13      Mr. Longobardi's photographs with the photographs

14      in the visual assessment report, I find a great

15      deal of consistency in -- in almost all of the

16      photographs.

17 MR. NWANKWO:  Thank you.

18           I would like to refer to the supplemental

19      information identified as Exhibit 10.  Would this

20      revised location impact Cellco's coverage

21      objectives?

22 THE WITNESS (DiVito):  This is Kip DiVito with Verizon

23      Wireless.

24           No, it will not.

25 MR. NWANKWO:  Thank you.
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 1           Would this revised location also impact

 2      radiofrequency emissions?

 3 THE WITNESS (DiVito):  This is Kip DiVito with Verizon

 4      Wireless.

 5           No.

 6 MR. NWANKWO:  In addition to that, would the revised

 7      location impact the number of trees that will be

 8      required to be cleared?

 9 THE WITNESS (Weinpahl):  Yes.  David Weinpahl, On Air

10      Engineering.

11           The early estimate is the tree quantity would

12      maybe jump up to around 25.  For removal, that

13      area has not been surveyed to date yet in detail,

14      so that that amount could vary after -- it should

15      be going in another direction in this area with

16      tree locations and sizes.  We could also shape our

17      compound accordingly to perhaps save some of the

18      larger trees that might be up in that area.

19           But tree quantity was originally 17.  We're

20      now projecting maybe 25 for the alternate.

21 MR. NWANKWO:  Thank you.

22           How would this revised location affect the

23      size of the total area of disturbance?

24 THE WITNESS (Weinpahl):  Yes.  David Weinpahl, On Air

25      Engineering.
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 1           I think we have -- we didn't run the full

 2      calculations on it, but it would be reduced

 3      slightly.  We've been able to shift the tower into

 4      the center of the compound here.  We previously

 5      had a limit of disturbance approximately 20 feet

 6      from the central wetland, which could now be

 7      approximately 60 feet in this alternate location.

 8           Additionally, previously we had a 40-foot

 9      setback from that same wetland to the compound

10      corner, and as previously testified and as noted

11      in this exhibit, that could be 80 feet now with

12      the compound corner to that wetland.

13 MR. NWANKWO:  Thank you.

14           So, does that mean the total LOD would

15      increase or decrease?

16 THE WITNESS (Weinpahl):  David Weinpahl, On Air

17      Engineering.

18           It would be similar, a similar size.

19 MR. NWANKWO:  Thank you.

20           Also referencing the revised location, would

21      operational noise levels at the property line

22      still be compliant with state standards?

23 THE WITNESS (Weinpahl):  Yes.  David Weinpahl, On Air

24      Engineering.

25           Yes, they would.
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 1 MR. NWANKWO:  Thank you.

 2           And lastly, would the yield point on the

 3      tower affect the feasibility of a future tower

 4      extension?

 5 THE WITNESS (Weinpahl):  Yes.  David Weinpahl, On Air

 6      Engineering.

 7           No, I don't believe that would be an issue

 8      with the yield point design in -- in either

 9      location.

10 MR. NWANKWO:  So, just to be clear, if a yield point is

11      installed, it doesn't inhibit future tower

12      extensions?

13 THE WITNESS (Weinpahl):  Yes.  David Weinpahl, On Air

14      Engineering.

15           The yield point could be designed in a number

16      of ways considering a future extension or not

17      considering it, depending on what the Council

18      prefers.  The manufacturer is able to design these

19      multiple ways.  For either of the locations it

20      wouldn't have an impact.

21 MR. NWANKWO:  Thank you.  Thank you, Mr. Vice Chair.

22      That will be all my questions.

23 THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you, Mr. Nwankwo.

24           We'll now continue with cross-examination of

25      the Applicant by Mr. Nguyen, followed by
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 1      Mr. Carter.  Mr. Nguyen, good afternoon.

 2 MR. NGUYEN:  Good afternoon, Vice Chair Morissette.

 3           I do not have any questions from the

 4      late-filed exhibits.  Thank you.

 5 THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you, Mr. Nguyen.

 6           We'll now continue with cross-examination by

 7      Mr. Carter, followed by Ms. Hall.  Mr. Carter,

 8      good afternoon.

 9 MR. CARTER:  Good afternoon, Vice Chair Morissette.

10           I actually do not have any further questions

11      based on the late files.  So, thank you.

12 THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you, Mr. Carter.

13           We'll now continue with cross-examination by

14      Ms. Hall, followed by Mr. Lynch.  Ms. Hall, good

15      afternoon.

16 MS. HALL:  Good afternoon.

17           I too have no further questions on the

18      late-filed exhibits.

19 THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you, Ms. Hall.

20           We'll now continue with cross-examination by

21      Mr. Lynch, followed by myself.  Mr. Lynch, good

22      afternoon.

23 MR. LYNCH:  Good afternoon, Mr. Morissette.

24           I just have one question that is a clarifying

25      question, and that is on the tower's yield point.
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 1      Have you ever heard of a monopole, not a lattice

 2      tower, collapsing on itself or with a yield point?

 3 THE WITNESS (Weinpahl):  Yeah.  David Weinpahl, On Air

 4      Engineering.

 5           I have not heard of a tower collapsing upon

 6      itself with a yield point.  I'm not aware of or

 7      have no knowledge of -- of that, despite that

 8      being inherently in some of the designs that the

 9      tower manufacturers have put forth.

10 MR. LYNCH:  Thank you for that answer.

11           You have verified something that I thought

12      for a long time, you know, about yield points.

13      So, thank you very much.

14           Those are my questions, Mr. Morissette.

15 THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you, Mr. Lynch.

16           First of all, I'd like to start off by saying

17      for the record, the questioning I had about

18      coverage during our last hearing, I did have the

19      opportunity to look at section 16, and I now

20      understand the additional coverage from the

21      transfer station.  So thank you, everyone, for

22      your patience in that regard.

23           I do have a follow-up question on the

24      interrogatory or the late-filed responses.  The

25      first one has to do with question one.  Now, the
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 1      dropped-call level that you're trying to get to is

 2      .6 percent.  And I noticed in the interrogatory

 3      they were in the 2 -- 2 and a half, 2 percent.

 4           So, by adding this facility, do you think

 5      you're going to get down to .6?  Or is it even

 6      something lower?

 7 THE WITNESS (DiVito):  This is Kip DiVito with Verizon

 8      Wireless.

 9           I can't really say that we should get down to

10      that on all these sectors.  These, these numbers

11      that were -- that we submitted, they were given to

12      us by our system performance engineers.  That's

13      really -- their role on this network is to monitor

14      these key performance issues.  And, you know, .6

15      is our goal for a market-wide thing, or, you know,

16      KPI.

17           So, our goal is, of course, with this site

18      and the other sites that we -- we've looked at and

19      have plans for is to get these sectors that we've

20      listed here, which do feed into this area, down to

21      .6 percent or below call-drop percentage.  But

22      again, it -- a network is always evolving and

23      growing, and we -- we design and then we test.

24 THE VICE CHAIR:  Okay.  Well, just for my education

25      here -- so for example, Haddam, Connecticut is
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 1      2.92.  Is that a large jump from going from 2.92

 2      down to .6?

 3 THE WITNESS (DiVito):  This is Kip DiVito with Verizon

 4      Wireless.

 5           I believe it is.  Again, this is its -- it's

 6      not my role at Verizon to look at these numbers on

 7      a daily basis like our system performance does,

 8      but I can say that Haddam there, that's -- that's

 9      a pretty faraway site across the river that's

10      extending it, overextending itself into the area.

11           So, that would be this -- this proposed site

12      would be extremely beneficial to pull that, give

13      that site a chance to be pulled back in, better

14      serving the people in Haddam as well.

15 THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you.

16           I was trying to get a feel for how

17      significant the change that you're trying to

18      achieve is, and I'm interpreting that that's a

19      pretty sizable drop to get to .6 for the Haddam,

20      Connecticut facility -- but thank you for that

21      information.

22           The new proposed location, do you support the

23      new location?  Or do you prefer the old location?

24 THE WITNESS (Vergati):  This is Ray Vergati, Homeland

25      Towers.
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 1           From Homeland's perspective, they're kind of

 2      apples to apples in a sense.  We're talking about

 3      logistically a 40-foot move.  I think the -- the

 4      proposed location versus the alternate location,

 5      each has some slight advantages or disadvantages.

 6      What I would tell you, the proposed location is

 7      set further back from the East Haddam-Colchester,

 8      Turnpike, however the limit of disturbance is

 9      closer to the low-functioning wetland there,

10      roughly 20 feet away.

11           The alternate location that's further north

12      on the property, I think we've shifted the tower

13      roughly 65 feet.  We have some ledge to contend

14      with there, but we're further from the wetlands.

15      So again, each site has its advantage or

16      disadvantage.  I will say from a ground elevation,

17      they're both 451, 451 and a half.  So, there's no

18      difference from that perspective.

19           I have a willing landlord that is -- is open

20      to the alternate location, so that's not an issue

21      for us.  So, I would basically say that from our

22      preference, we don't have a preference.  We'll go

23      either way should the Council deem to approve

24      the -- the docket.

25 THE VICE CHAIR:  Okay.  Very good.  Thank you.
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 1           My last question has to do -- we received a

 2      comment from a resident in East Haddam and he was

 3      talking about the deed restriction to the East

 4      Haddam Land Trust and Mr. Brownell's property.

 5           Is there a deed restriction associated with

 6      this property?

 7 THE WITNESS (Vergati):  This is Ray Vergati, Homeland

 8      Towers.

 9           There's no deed restriction on the subject

10      parcel, which is 196 East Haddam-Colchester

11      Turnpike where the tower is proposed.

12           The -- the abutting parcel, which I believe

13      you're talking about, which is the Brownell

14      Preserve, I believe that that property has been

15      deeded to the land trust for future, you know,

16      non-development.  It does not affect the subject

17      parcel.  It does not affect our access.  It does

18      not affect us whatsoever.

19 THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you for that clarification.

20           Okay.  That concludes my cross-examination

21      for this afternoon.  We will now move on to the

22      appearance by Stephen and CindyAnn Longobardi.

23      Will the party present its witness panel for the

24      purpose of taking the oath, and we'll have

25      Attorney Bachman administer the oath.
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 1           Stephan and Cindy-Ann, please?

 2 STEPHEN LONGOBARDI:  Stephen.

 3 THE VICE CHAIR:  Is CindyAnn also going to participate?

 4 STEPHEN LONGOBARDI:  No, not at this time.

 5 THE VICE CHAIR:  Okay.  Attorney Bachman, please

 6      administer the oath.

 7 ATTORNEY BACHMAN:  Thank you, Mr. Morissette.

 8           Mr. Longobardi, could you please raise your

 9      right hand?

10 S T E P H E N    L O N G O B A R D I,

11           called as a witness, being sworn by

12           THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, was examined and

13           testified under oath as follows:

14

15 ATTORNEY BACHMAN:  Thank you.

16 THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you, Attorney Bachman.

17           We'll now verify Mr. Longobardi's exhibits.

18      Stephen Longobardi, you have offered the exhibits

19      listed under the hearing program as Roman numeral

20      3B, 1 through 3, for identification purposes.

21           Is there any objection to making these

22      exhibits for identification purposes only at this

23      time?

24 THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  No.

25 THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you.  Stephen Longobardi, did
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 1      you prepare or assist in the preparation of

 2      Exhibit 3B, 1 through 3?

 3 THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  Yes.  I'm assuming you are

 4      referring to the photos.  That was the number for

 5      it?

 6 THE VICE CHAIR:  No, there's three exhibits; the

 7      request for party status, the pre-filed testimony,

 8      and visual assessment, one, two, and three.

 9 THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  Yes.  Yes, it was me.

10 THE VICE CHAIR:  Great.  Thank you.

11           Do you have any additions, clarifications,

12      deletions, or modification to these documents?

13 THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  I do not.

14 THE VICE CHAIR:  Are these exhibits true and accurate

15      to the best of your knowledge?

16 THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  Yes, they are.

17 THE VICE CHAIR:  Do you offer these exhibits as your

18      testimony here today?

19 THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  Yes.

20 THE VICE CHAIR:  And do you offer these as full

21      exhibits?

22 THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  Yes.

23 THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you.

24           Does any party object to the admission of

25      Stephan Longobardi's exhibits?  Attorney Baldwin?
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 1 ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  Mr. Morissette, I don't have an

 2      objection.  I just want to point out we didn't

 3      receive the photographs until yesterday, the day

 4      before the continuation of the hearing.

 5           But with that noted in the record, I have no

 6      objection.

 7 THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you, Attorney Baldwin.

 8           Attorney McCann?

 9 ATTORNEY McCANN:  No objection, Mr. Morissette.

10 THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you.

11           The exhibits are hereby admitted.

12           We will now begin with cross-examination of

13      Stephen Longobardi by the Council, starting with

14      Mr. Nwankwo, followed by Mr. Nguyen.  Mr. Nwankwo?

15 MR. NWANKWO:  Thank you, Mr. Vice Chair.

16           My first question, what alternative sites did

17      you suggest during the municipal consultation?

18 THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  I'm sorry.  Can you say that

19      again?

20 MR. NWANKWO:  What alternative sites did you suggest

21      during the municipal consultation?

22 THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  I did not.

23 MR. NWANKWO:  Okay.  Thank you.

24 THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  Besides the transfer

25      station.
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 1 MR. NWANKWO:  Thank you for that.

 2           What alternatives to a new tower do you

 3      believe are feasible for Verizon's coverage

 4      objectives?

 5 THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  The only thing that I was

 6      basing my alternatives on was distances between

 7      towers, and that would be between the transfer

 8      station and the new Mount Parnassus site.  I did

 9      not think it was necessary since there's an

10      overlap between these two sites.

11 MR. NWANKWO:  Thank you.

12           I have a few questions on the balloon float.

13      When was the balloon float done, and for how long

14      was the balloon up?

15 THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  I believe it was April 14th,

16      from 9:30 to 11:30.

17 MR. NWANKWO:  To what height was the balloon raised?

18 THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  Raised to 155 feet.

19 MR. NWANKWO:  Thank you.

20           Was it flown from the center of the proposed

21      tower location?

22 THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  I didn't want to trespass,

23      so we were on the property line 25 feet west of

24      the compound on the Brownell property.

25 MR. NWANKWO:  Thank you.
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 1           Could you provide any information on what

 2      type of camera was used to acquire the pictures?

 3      For example, the megapixels, the lens, the camera

 4      model, the lens setting?

 5 THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  Yes, sir.  The camera was a

 6      Nikon P900, at 55 millimeter.

 7 MR. NWANKWO:  Thank you.

 8           Would you have any preference for any stealth

 9      tower design options or camouflaging, and also

10      landscaping for the compound or the compound

11      enclosure?

12 THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  No, not at this time.

13 MR. NWANKWO:  Thank you.  That will be all my

14      questions, Mr. Vice Chair.

15 THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you, Mr. Nwankwo.  We'll now

16      continue the cross-examination by Mr. Nguyen,

17      followed by Mr. Carter.  Mr. Nguyen?

18 MR. NGUYEN:  Thank you, Vice Chair Morissette.

19           Yeah, Mr. Longobardi, I appreciate your

20      participation in this proceeding.  Just a quick

21      question for you, and that is with respect to the

22      proposed location and the -- just introduced to

23      the alternative location.

24           I'm just curious regarding your thoughts.

25      What would you prefer in terms of the location?
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 1 THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  It -- it's not going to

 2      affect me.  We would drive -- that's our driveway.

 3      We drive by it every day.  Moving it closer to

 4      East Haddam-Colchester Turnpike gets it farther

 5      away from the wetlands, but I don't know how many

 6      trees they'll have to take down to move it closer

 7      to there.

 8 MR. NGUYEN:  Okay.  And that's all.  Thank you.  And

 9      that's all I have, Mr. Morissette.

10 THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you, Mr. Nguyen.

11           We'll now continue with cross-examination by

12      Mr. Carter, followed by Ms. Hall.  Mr. Carter?

13 MR. CARTER:  Thank you, Mr. Vice Chair, and thank you,

14      Mr. Longobardi, for joining us and participating.

15           I'm not going to take up too much time.  I

16      just want to look at your pre-filed testimony, and

17      I was just wondering if you could elaborate a bit

18      on question six, which was participating in the

19      Town's municipal review.

20 THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  I'm sorry.  Could you ask --

21      could you repeat that question, please?

22 MR. CARTER:  Sure.  I just wanted to get some more

23      detail about question six from your pre-filed

24      testimony, which was about your role in the Town's

25      municipal review.
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 1 THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  Okay.  Yeah, I -- I did go

 2      to that meeting.  Mr. Vergati and Mr. Baldwin were

 3      there making their presentation.  There was quite

 4      a few people in the room.  I don't know if enough

 5      people were notified.

 6           A lot of the people around the lake are

 7      seasonal, so that's -- that's a disadvantage for

 8      us.  I know they followed up with answers to the

 9      questions as best they could.  I don't think they

10      eliminated any that were asked.  Obviously, it's

11      very visible from the lake, especially by -- by

12      the LiDAR notation.  So, people were -- were

13      visually upset.

14 MR. CARTER:  Thank you.

15           And Vice Chair, that is all that I have.  So,

16      thank you.

17 THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you, Mr. Carter.

18           We'll now continue with cross-examination by

19      Ms. Hall, followed by Mr. Lynch.  Ms. Hall?

20 MS. HALL:  Thank you.

21           I was intrigued by the reference earlier

22      today to seaplanes.  Do you know how many

23      seaplanes there might be on Bashan Lake?

24 THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  I do not.

25 MS. HALL:  But are you aware that there are some?
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 1 THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  Absolutely.  They fly right

 2      over our house.  We're on the north end of the

 3      lake.

 4 MS. HALL:  Okay.  And would these be people who keep

 5      their planes on the lake and, therefore, are

 6      pretty familiar with it?

 7 THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  Not to my knowledge, no.

 8 MS. HALL:  Okay.  All right.  That's all the questions

 9      I have.  Thank you.

10 THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you, Ms. Hall.

11           We'll now continue with cross-examination by

12      Mr. Lynch, followed by myself.  Mr. Lynch?

13 MR. LYNCH:  No questions, Mr. Morissette.

14 THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you, Mr. Lynch.

15           Mr. Longobardi, I wanted to go to your

16      balloon pictures.

17 THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  Okay.

18 THE VICE CHAIR:  Is there anything in particular that

19      you want to point out here for the Council?

20 THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  It's obvious that I don't

21      see it from my house unless I'm on the lake, but

22      the people right on East Haddam-Colchester, their

23      statement from Mr. Allen said that they will not

24      see it.  I find that hard to believe.

25           That is -- they're looking out their front
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 1      window.  197 East Haddam-Colchester is absolutely

 2      right across the street from that site.  And I

 3      know there's trees to hide it, but that is a wide

 4      structure.  It's exactly vertical, and there's

 5      going to be racks on the top.

 6           When you're coming down Falls Bashan Road,

 7      you're going to pick that up immediately.  It's

 8      going to be in the center of the road -- looking

 9      right at it.  So, their houses are right on that

10      end.

11           Sure, I'll see it when I drive by it in the

12      morning and at night, but these people are --

13      that's going to affect the value of their homes.

14      It's right outside their house.

15 THE VICE CHAIR:  I take it you're referring to photo

16      number two and three?

17 THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  Correct.

18 THE VICE CHAIR:  Okay.  Anything else?

19 THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  No.

20           There was -- there was two photos that, on

21      their LiDAR, it shows that the east side and the

22      south end of the lake are most affected, but they

23      did not take any pictures from that end of the

24      lake, and that was the Laurel Cove photo that I

25      provided from that beach area, Laurel Cove Road.
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 1           Now, it's -- it's a distance away, but

 2      it's -- it will be very visible from that end of

 3      the lake.

 4 THE VICE CHAIR:  And which photo is that?

 5 THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  Toward the end where it

 6      says, Laurel Cove Road, southwest end of Bashan

 7      Lake.

 8 THE VICE CHAIR:  Gotcha.  Okay.

 9 THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  And I believe that's a

10      little more than a mile away.

11 THE VICE CHAIR:  Very good.  Okay.  Anything else while

12      we have the opportunity?

13 THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  No, I think I've -- I've

14      done enough.

15 THE VICE CHAIR:  Very good.

16 THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  I've done what I could do.

17 THE VICE CHAIR:  Very good.  Well, we appreciate you

18      coming out and testifying this afternoon.

19           So, we'll now continue the cross-examination

20      by Attorney Baldwin.  Attorney Baldwin?

21 ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  Thank you, Mr. Morissette.

22           A couple of questions all regarding the

23      photographs, just for clarification.

24      Mr. Longobardi, do you know what the ground

25      elevation was at the location where the balloon
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 1      was flown?

 2 THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  Well, based on your plan,

 3      based on being on the property line 25 feet from

 4      the compound, I think that was a little more than

 5      5 feet lower than the tower site.

 6 ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  Okay.  And according to

 7      WeatherUnderground.com, the winds that day were

 8      between seven and eleven miles an hour.

 9           Is that consistent with your recollection?

10 THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  Well, when we started, it

11      was six.  It was supposed to go to eight.  And

12      yes, it went up to eleven.

13           At about 11:30, the balloon popped as it was

14      moving.

15 ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  We know from that experience.  Thank

16      you.

17           Just for some clarification, you referred to

18      the first, second, and third photographs.  They

19      are taken from East Haddam-Colchester Road, and

20      you said compared to photo one, visible.  The next

21      one is from Falls Bashan Road compared to photo

22      three, visible -- I'm sorry, that's the third

23      photograph.

24           And then the second photograph, Falls Bashan

25      Road, number five -- that's a property address, by
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 1      the way.  Number five is the property address on

 2      Bashan Lake Road?

 3 THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  Correct.

 4 ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  Okay.  And then you said photo

 5      number two, visible.  But these are all photos

 6      where the balloon is shown in and amongst the

 7      trees.  The balloon does not eclipse the top of

 8      the trees from those locations.  Correct?

 9 THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  Correct.  Well -- correct.

10 ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  Okay.  On several of these

11      photographs there's a green arrow directed toward

12      the balloon.  Some of the photographs, you can see

13      the balloon.  Some of the photographs, the photo

14      was taken from such a distance that it's very hard

15      to see the balloon in the photograph.

16           But just to be clear, the end of that arrow

17      doesn't identify the location of the balloon.

18      It's just a directional arrow toward where the

19      balloon is.  Correct?

20 THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  Correct.  So, if you go to

21      the photos from Bailey Road as compared to the one

22      photo you guys took from Bailey Road, it is -- it

23      is very visible.  It's a great portion above the

24      trees --

25 ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  Which --
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 1 THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  -- in those two locations.

 2 ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  Which photo are you referring to?

 3 THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  I apologize.  I didn't

 4      number them, but I have one here that says 90

 5      Bailey Road, visible.

 6 ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  Right.  So, again

 7      (unintelligible) --

 8 THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  And the one that's -- the

 9      one after this is 20 Bailey Road.  Compare that to

10      the 21 that you had from -- from, I think it was

11      south, the south side of 14.

12 ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  Well, okay.  Then again, just to be

13      clear, on the one photograph entitled or labeled,

14      90 Bailey Road, visible, the arrow points to the

15      balloon and that's the balloon a certain distance

16      kind of lower left of that arrow?

17 THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  Correct.  I didn't put the

18      arrow directly on it.

19 ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  Okay.  And then with respect to the

20      20 Bailey Road compared to photo 21, if you look

21      at photo 21, that's not the exact location where

22      photo 21 was taken.  Correct?

23 THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  It's to the right of that.

24 ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  Okay.

25 THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  Your 21 is to our -- your 21
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 1      is to the right of that near 14.

 2 ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  Okay.

 3 THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  Well, you only had -- you

 4      only had one photo from Bailey Road.  That's why I

 5      referenced that.

 6 ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  Uh-huh.  That's fine.

 7           So, getting back to a point that Mr. Allen

 8      mentioned in response to some of his questions,

 9      several of these photos where the balloon is

10      visible or visible through the trees, those

11      photographs all appear to be consistent with the

12      findings in the Saratoga report.  And I can refer

13      you to photos two and three that we talked about

14      where the balloon is in and amongst the trees.

15           And then I'll jump to the end of the

16      photographic array where you talk about locations

17      at the southeast and southwest portions of the

18      lake where, again, while it's hard to see in the

19      photograph because you're, you know, almost a mile

20      and a half away, that the tower would eclipse the

21      top of the trees a little bit from those

22      locations.

23           And again, that that is consistent with the

24      findings of the Saratoga report if you review

25      their viewshed map.  Correct?



58

 1 THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  I agree with you except for

 2      the ones on East Haddam-Colchester.  I think -- I

 3      think the pictures on East Haddam-Colchester were

 4      taken on an angle that there's no way you could

 5      see from -- your photo two, if you went to the

 6      right side of the road and you did your imagery of

 7      the tower, you would have seen what -- what I'm

 8      showing as a balloon.

 9 ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  Okay.  But again, a balloon in and

10      amongst the trees -- so, visible, visible during

11      the winter months and consistent with Saratoga's

12      photo simulation number one, which was taken right

13      out from in front of the property?

14 THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  Again, you'll have to agree

15      that a balloon is a little less visible than a

16      tower will be.

17 ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  Right.  But you did see this photo

18      simulation that was provided that shows a

19      simulated tower from that location right out in

20      front of the property?

21 THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  Yes, I did see that.

22 ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  Okay.  Mr. Morissette, that's all I

23      have.

24 THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you, Attorney Baldwin.

25           We'll now continue cross-examination by
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 1      Attorney McCann.  Attorney McCann, please?

 2 ATTORNEY McCANN:  I don't have any questions,

 3      Mr. Morissette.  Thank you.

 4 THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you.

 5           Okay.  We are now going to move on to the

 6      appearance by the Town of East Haddam.  Will the

 7      Town of East Haddam present its witness panel for

 8      purposes of taking the oath?  We will have

 9      Attorney Bachman who will administer the oath.

10           Attorney McCann, please begin.

11 ATTORNEY McCANN:  Mr. Morissette, we don't have any

12      witnesses from the Town.

13 THE VICE CHAIR:  Okay.  We have no witnesses, no

14      exhibits?

15 ATTORNEY McCANN:  Correct.

16 THE VICE CHAIR:  Attorney Bachman, could you help me

17      out here?  So, we don't cross-examine the Town's

18      attorney, I would presume?

19 ATTORNEY BACHMAN:  That's correct, Mr. Morissette.  We

20      wouldn't cross-examine the Town's attorney, but we

21      would ask the other parties if they have any

22      objection to allowing the request for party status

23      and any statements made therein to be submitted

24      into the record as a full exhibit without

25      cross-examination.
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 1           Thank you.

 2 THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you.

 3           Attorney Baldwin, do you have any objection?

 4 ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  We have no objection,

 5      Mr. Morissette.

 6 THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you.

 7           And Mr. Longobardi, do you have any

 8      objection?

 9 THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  I have no objections.

10 THE VICE CHAIR:  Okay.  Very good.  That concludes our

11      hearing for this afternoon.

12           Therefore, before closing the evidentiary

13      record in this matter, the Connecticut Siting

14      Council announces that briefs and proposed

15      findings of fact may be filed with the Council by

16      any party or intervener no later than June 19,

17      2025.

18           The submissions of briefs or proposed

19      findings of fact are not required by this Council.

20      Rather, we leave it to the choice of the parties

21      and interveners.

22           Anyone who has not become a party or

23      intervener but who desires to make his or her

24      views known to the Council may file written

25      statements to the Council within 30 days of the
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 1      date hereof.

 2           The Council will issue draft findings of

 3      fact, and thereafter parties and interveners may

 4      identify errors or inconsistencies between the

 5      Council's draft findings of fact and the record,

 6      however no new evidence, no new information, and

 7      no arguments and no reply briefs without our

 8      permission will be considered by the Council.

 9           Copies of the transcript of this hearing will

10      be filed at the East Haddam Town Clerk's office.

11           I hereby declare this hearing adjourned and

12      thank you, everyone, for your participation.

13           Good afternoon.

14

15                       (End:  3:15 p.m.)

16
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 1                          CERTIFICATE

 2

 3           I hereby certify that the foregoing 61 pages

 4      are a complete and accurate computer-aided

 5      transcription of my original verbatim notes taken

 6      of the remote teleconference meeting of The

 7      Connecticut Siting Council continued hearing in

 8      Re:  DOCKET NO. 530, HOMELAND TOWERS, LLC, AND

 9      CELLCO PARTNERSHIP D/B/A VERIZON WIRELESS

10      APPLICATION FOR A CERTIFICATE OF ENVIRONMENTAL

11      COMPATIBILITY AND PUBLIC NEED FOR THE

12      CONSTRUCTION, MAINTENANCE, AND OPERATION OF A

13      TELECOMMUNICATIONS FACILITY AND ASSOCIATED

14      EQUIPMENT LOCATED AT 196 EAST HADDAM-COLCHESTER

15      TURNPIKE, EAST HADDAM, CONNECTICUT, which was held

16      before JOHN MORISSETTE, THE VICE CHAIR, on May 20,

17      2025.

18

19
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 01                       (Begin:  2:00 p.m.)

 02  

 03  THE VICE CHAIR:  Good afternoon, ladies and gentlemen.

 04       Can everyone hear me okay?

 05            Very good.  Thank you.

 06            This continued evidentiary hearing session is

 07       called to order this Tuesday, May 20, 2025, at 2

 08       p.m.  My name is John Morissette, Vice Chair of

 09       the Connecticut Siting Council.  I am filling in

 10       for Chair Katz this afternoon.

 11            If you haven't done so already, I ask that

 12       everyone please mute their computer audio and/or

 13       telephones now.

 14            A copy of the prepared agenda is available on

 15       the Council's website, along with the record of

 16       this matter, the public hearing notice,

 17       instructions for public access to this public

 18       hearing, and the Council's citizen's guide to the

 19       Siting Council's Procedures.

 20            Other members of the Council are

 21       Mr. Golembiewski, Mr. Nguyen, Mr. Carter,

 22       Ms. Hall, Mr. Syme, and Mr. Lynch.  Members of the

 23       staff are Executive Director Melanie Bachman,

 24       Siting Analyst Ifeanyi Nwankwo, and Administrative

 25       Support Lisa Fontaine.

�0005

 01            This evidentiary session is a continuation of

 02       the public hearing held on April 25, 2025.  It is

 03       held pursuant to the provisions of Title 16 of the

 04       Connecticut General Statutes and of the Uniform

 05       Administrative Procedure Act upon an application

 06       from Homeland Towers, LLC, and Cellco Partnership

 07       d/b/a Verizon Wireless for a certificate of

 08       environmental compatibility and public need for

 09       the construction, maintenance, and operation of a

 10       telecommunications facility and associated

 11       equipment located at 196 East Haddam-Colchester

 12       Turnpike in East Haddam, Connecticut.

 13            A verbatim transcript will be made of this

 14       hearing and deposited in the East Haddam Town

 15       Clerk's office for the convenience of the public.

 16            The Council will take a 10 to 15-minute break

 17       at a convenient juncture around 3:30pm.

 18            We'll now move to the continued appearance by

 19       the Applicants.  In accordance with the Council's

 20       April 25, 2025, continued evidentiary hearing

 21       memo, we will continue with the appearance of the

 22       Applicants, Homeland Towers, LLC, and Cellco

 23       Partnership d/b/a Verizon Wireless to verify the

 24       new exhibits marked as Roman numeral two, items B9

 25       and 10 of the hearing program.
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 01            Good afternoon, Attorney Baldwin.

 02  ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  Good afternoon, Mr. Morissette.

 03       Thank you.

 04            Again, Kenneth Baldwin with Robinson & Cole

 05       on behalf of the Applicant, Homeland Towers and

 06       Cellco Partnership, doing business as Verizon

 07       Wireless.

 08            Our hearing panel today is the same as it was

 09       at the initial hearing.  So, I would just remind

 10       our panel that they remain under oath in this

 11       proceeding.

 12  R A Y M O N D   V E R G A T I,

 13  K I P   D i V I T O,

 14  E L I Z A B E T H   G L I D D E N,

 15  D A V I D   W E I N P A H L,

 16  M A T T H E W    W.   A L L E N,

 17  P E T E R   G I R A U D E A U,

 18  M A R T I N   B R O G I E,

 19  J O H N   H O S A K,

 20  B R O O K S   T H A C K E R,

 21            recalled as witnesses, having been previously

 22            sworn, were examined and testified under oath

 23            as follows:

 24  

 25  ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  We have two additional exhibits to

�0007

 01       offer that were offered last week, Mr. Morissette,

 02       as you stated, listed in the hearing program as

 03       Applicant's Exhibits 9 and 10.  They include what

 04       has been identified as late-file exhibits, which

 05       are the Applicant's responses to the homework

 06       assignments that we had at the end of the prior

 07       proceeding.

 08            And then item ten is a map.  Item ten is a

 09       map that was prepared also in response to some

 10       conversations and comments the Council offered

 11       with respect to a potential alternative location

 12       for the tower site.

 13            With that identification, I'll ask a

 14       shortened version of our witness panel, did you

 15       prepare or assist in the preparation of those two

 16       new exhibits identified in the hearing program as

 17       Exhibits 9, Applicant's Exhibits 9 and 10?

 18            Mr. DiVito?

 19  THE WITNESS (DiVito):  Yes.

 20  ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  Mr. Vergati?

 21  THE WITNESS (Vergati):  Yes.

 22  ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  Mr. Weinpahl?

 23  THE WITNESS (Weinpahl):  Yes.

 24  ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  Mr. Allen?

 25  THE WITNESS (Allen):  Yes.

�0008

 01  ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  And do you have any corrections,

 02       modifications, or clarifications to offer to

 03       either of those two new exhibits?

 04            Mr. DiVito?

 05  THE WITNESS (DiVito):  No.

 06  ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  Mr. Weinpahl?

 07  THE WITNESS (Weinpahl):  No.

 08  ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  Mr. Allen?

 09  THE WITNESS (Allen):  No.

 10  ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  Mr. Vergati?

 11  THE WITNESS (Vergati):  No.

 12  ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  And do you adopt the information

 13       contained in those exhibits as your testimony in

 14       this proceeding?

 15            Mr. DiVito?

 16  THE WITNESS (DiVito):  Yes.

 17  ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  Mr. Weinpahl?

 18  THE WITNESS (Weinpahl):  Yes.

 19  ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  Mr. Allen?

 20  THE WITNESS (Allen):  Yes.

 21  ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  Mr. Vergati?

 22  THE WITNESS (Vergati):  Yes.

 23  ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  Mr. Morissette, I offer them as full

 24       exhibits.

 25  THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you, Attorney Baldwin.

�0009

 01            Does any party or intervener object to the

 02       admission of the Applicant's new exhibits?

 03            Mr. Longobardi?

 04  STEPHEN LONGOBARDI:  No objection.

 05  THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you.

 06            Attorney McCann?

 07  ATTORNEY McCANN:  No, sir.  Thank you.

 08  THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you.  The exhibits are hereby

 09       admitted.

 10            We will now continue with the

 11       cross-examination of the Applicants by the

 12       Longobardis.  Mr. Longobardi, please continue.

 13  STEPHEN LONGOBARDI:  Okay.  I was talking about the

 14       visual resource assessment.  One of the questions

 15       I have is on page 7 of the visual resource

 16       assessment, the VRA.  In the first paragraph you

 17       state that photo simulations were developed,

 18       superimposed, and rendered on a three-dimensional

 19       computer model proposed facility into the base

 20       photograph taken from each corresponding visual

 21       receptor.

 22            Am I correct in saying that there was no

 23       receptor?  Or was there some other kind?

 24  THE WITNESS (Allen):  This is Matthew Allen, Saratoga

 25       Associates.
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 01            I'm sorry.  Could you repeat the question?

 02       I -- I'm not sure I understood.

 03  STEPHEN LONGOBARDI:  On page 7 of your VRA you state

 04       that you utilize a visual receptor.  Was there a

 05       type of visual receptor in your photos?

 06  THE WITNESS (Allen):  The visual receptor referred to

 07       is the -- if we take corresponding visual

 08       receptor, referring to the camera location, or the

 09       location the photo was taken.

 10  STEPHEN LONGOBARDI:  Wouldn't that refer to a balloon

 11       or a crane, or something that you could guide your

 12       camera to?

 13  THE WITNESS (Allen):  This is Matthew Allen again.

 14            If you could bear with me just a while I find

 15       that exact passage, and that word.

 16  STEPHEN LONGOBARDI:  No problem.  The first paragraph,

 17       page 7.

 18  THE WITNESS (Allen):  Yeah, we're -- we are -- Matthew

 19       Allen, Saratoga Associates.

 20            We are referring to the location that the

 21       photographer was taking -- was standing when the

 22       photo was taken, not the subject of the

 23       photograph, or not the tower itself.

 24  STEPHEN LONGOBARDI:  So, it's not -- it basically

 25       states, corresponding to a visual receptor.  Would
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 01       that not be a balloon, or an object to look at

 02       where the tower location was?

 03  THE WITNESS (Allen):  No, it would not.

 04            It's the inverse of that.

 05  STEPHEN LONGOBARDI:  Okay.  On page 3, on Bashan Lake

 06       you state that there are 70 properties that have a

 07       partial view of the facility.  Is that correct?

 08  THE WITNESS (Allen):  Matthew Allen, Saratoga

 09       Associates.

 10            Yes.  It says approximately 70 properties.

 11  STEPHEN LONGOBARDI:  Okay.  And you go on to state that

 12       none of these properties within can fall or do

 13       fall within a half mile of the facility.  So,

 14       nobody within a half a mile of the facility can

 15       see -- have the visibility of that.  Correct?

 16  THE WITNESS (Allen):  That is correct.  Not to say

 17       there are not residential properties within that

 18       distance, but there are not residential properties

 19       that fall within the identified viewshed area.

 20  STEPHEN LONGOBARDI:  All right.  However, within your

 21       assessment, you acknowledge that from Bailey Road,

 22       which is within that half-mile radius, Number 22

 23       does have visibility of that tower?

 24  THE WITNESS (Allen):  Based on -- Matthew Allen,

 25       Saratoga Associates.
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 01            Based on the viewshed analysis, there are

 02       very small, I'll use the term "keyhole views" or

 03       window views along Bailey Road, isolated views

 04       between gaps in trees.

 05  STEPHEN LONGOBARDI:  Okay.  In your VRA you state that

 06       Southwinds Road view was filtered.  Is there -- on

 07       one of your images there, I think it's number 18,

 08       do you have a corresponding photo of that that

 09       simulates where that tower would be from that

 10       road?

 11  THE WITNESS (Allen):  Matthew Allen, Saratoga

 12       Associates.

 13            No, we do not.

 14  STEPHEN LONGOBARDI:  All right.  My next question is

 15       for Homeland Towers.  How wide would the tower be

 16       at its base?

 17  THE WITNESS (Weinpahl):  Yes.  David Weinpahl, On Air

 18       Engineering.

 19            The base would be approximately four and a

 20       half feet, between four, four and a half feet.

 21  STEPHEN LONGOBARDI:  And how wide would the top section

 22       be?  The typical --

 23  THE WITNESS (Weinpahl):  David Weinpahl.

 24            Typically, two.  Typically, two feet at the

 25       top.
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 01  STEPHEN LONGOBARDI:  All right.  How wide are the

 02       platforms usually on that structure?

 03  THE WITNESS (Weinpahl):  David Weinpahl, On Air

 04       Engineering.

 05            Twelve-foot is typical for carrier platforms.

 06       We've shown that, I believe, in the plans for

 07       Verizon.

 08  STEPHEN LONGOBARDI:  This goes probably back to

 09       Homeland.  In question 59 from the pre-hearing

 10       interrogatories you estimate the height of the

 11       tree is between 70 and 80 feet.  Is that correct?

 12  ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  Mr. Morissette, I think the response

 13       speaks for itself, that that's exactly what the

 14       response says.

 15  STEPHEN LONGOBARDI:  All right.  So, if we average

 16       that --

 17  THE VICE CHAIR:  Please continue.

 18  STEPHEN LONGOBARDI:  If we average that at 75, the

 19       155-foot tower would be 80 feet above the trees.

 20            Correct?

 21  THE WITNESS (Allen):  Yeah.  Matthew Allen, Saratoga

 22       Associates.

 23            Mathematically?  Yes, but you have to factor

 24       in visual perspective, the line of sight.

 25  STEPHEN LONGOBARDI:  And with the 20-foot extension, it
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 01       would be 100-foot -- above the trees?

 02  THE WITNESS (Allen):  Matthew Allen.

 03            Again, mathematically that is correct, but

 04       that's not how line of sights work.

 05  STEPHEN LONGOBARDI:  I understand that.

 06            The FAA at this time is not requiring the

 07       tower to be marked or lit.  Correct?

 08  THE WITNESS (Vergati):  Ray Vergati, Homeland Towers.

 09            That is correct.  It's not required to be lit

 10       or marked.

 11  STEPHEN LONGOBARDI:  Was there any mention regarding

 12       seaplanes landing and taking off on Bashan Lake

 13       with the FAA?

 14  THE WITNESS (Vergati):  Ray Vergati, Homeland Towers.

 15            We simply run an FAA study.  They come back

 16       and tell us if the site complies with the

 17       guidelines, if it needs to be lit and marked, and

 18       what height it can go up to without marking and

 19       lighting.

 20            I believe in this case -- and I'll double

 21       check -- I think it can go up to 199.  I think we

 22       also received a letter from the Connecticut

 23       airports asking us to file an additional form,

 24       which we did, and there were no FAA issues that

 25       came back on the proposed facility.
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 01  STEPHEN LONGOBARDI:  Since those seaplanes take off in

 02       a north-to-south and south-to-north direction, is

 03       there anything preventing the FAA requesting the

 04       tower to be lit in the future?

 05  THE WITNESS (Vergati):  This is Ray Vergati.

 06            I can't speak for the FAA future plans, but

 07       right now they've come back and have stated that

 08       the tower does not need to be marked or lit.

 09  ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  Mr. Morissette, for the record I'll

 10       just point to Applicant's Exhibit Number 6, which

 11       is that FAA final determination.

 12  STEPHEN LONGOBARDI:  Okay.

 13  THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you.

 14  STEPHEN LONGOBARDI:  This question is for the RF

 15       engineers.  Can you provide propagation maps or a

 16       map with all the frequencies on one sheet to find

 17       out what the total coverage is?  Is that feasible?

 18  THE WITNESS (DiVito):  This is Kip DiVito with Verizon

 19       Wireless.

 20            It is feasible.  We just don't often do that

 21       because you get 700 frequency that would just

 22       drown out all the others.

 23  STEPHEN LONGOBARDI:  Okay.

 24  THE VICE CHAIR:  At this point -- in the hearing we're

 25       not accepting any more late files in this hearing.
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 01  STEPHEN LONGOBARDI:  Okay.

 02  THE VICE CHAIR:  We have enough information on the

 03       record to obtain frequency information.

 04            Thank you.

 05  STEPHEN LONGOBARDI:  Okay.  If this tower is approved,

 06       is there a possibility that Verizon will not

 07       develop the transfer station since it's only 1.38

 08       miles away?

 09  THE WITNESS (DiVito):  This is Kip DiVito with Verizon

 10       Wireless.

 11            No, we already have plans to move forward

 12       with that site.

 13  STEPHEN LONGOBARDI:  If you develop the transfer

 14       station first, is it possible that the existing

 15       search ring will change?

 16  THE WITNESS (DiVito):  This is Kip DiVito with Verizon

 17       Wireless.

 18            No, it will not.

 19  STEPHEN LONGOBARDI:  On the next question -- I don't

 20       know if this is a town question.  The lot in front

 21       that is the vacant lot that's been noted, will

 22       that still be able to be developed as a home?

 23  ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  Yeah.  Mr. Morissette, I'll -- not

 24       to be dramatic, but I'll object.  I'm not sure

 25       that anyone on our witness panel can address that
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 01       question.

 02  STEPHEN LONGOBARDI:  Yeah.  And like I said, I think

 03       that was a town question.  Sorry.

 04  THE VICE CHAIR:  Yes, I'd refer that to the Town,

 05       please.  Thank you.

 06  STEPHEN LONGOBARDI:  I think I'm all done with

 07       questions.

 08  THE VICE CHAIR:  Very good.  Thank you, Mr. Longobardi.

 09            We now have Attorney McCann cross-examine the

 10       Applicant.  Attorney McCann?

 11  ATTORNEY McCANN:  Thank you.  Good afternoon.  Brian

 12       McCann of Zabel Schellenberg for the Town of East

 13       Haddam.  Thank you for the opportunity.

 14            My first question is regarding public

 15       engagement.  The Town is obviously concerned that

 16       the appropriate number of individuals were made

 17       aware of the application and were able to voice

 18       their concerns, if any.

 19            And I was just curious if the panel had a

 20       position as to whether a balloon test would have

 21       been a more effective way to inform the public and

 22       demonstrate the visual impact of the proposed

 23       tower?

 24  THE WITNESS (Allen):  Yes.  Matthew Allen, Saratoga

 25       Associates.
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 01            From a public information perspective, a

 02       balloon would have provided opportunity for direct

 03       observation.  From a visual impact perspective or

 04       an analysis perspective, it is unnecessary given

 05       all the other technically accurate tools that are

 06       available for assessment.

 07            I -- I testified last time in some depth on

 08       how we use those technical tools.  I'm happy to

 09       answer more questions about that, if you like.

 10  ATTORNEY McCANN:  No, no.  I listened to that.  Thank

 11       you.

 12            In the conclusory paragraph on your visual

 13       assessment analysis you had said the potential

 14       project visibility is not of a size or extent that

 15       it would constitute an unacceptable magnitude, nor

 16       does the facility affect a sufficient number of

 17       public viewers or geographic area where the

 18       facility can reasonably be deemed to be visually

 19       important.

 20            I'm just curious in the context of that, of

 21       those two sentences, was it taken into account

 22       that the Bashan Lake is a state-owned public

 23       recreation property?

 24  THE WITNESS (Allen):  Yes, it does, given that the --

 25       Matthew Allen, Saratoga Associates.  I'm sorry.
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 01            Yes, the analysis does consider the lake

 02       surface.  The viewshed analysis identifies the

 03       geographic area on the lake where visibility would

 04       occur, and the nearest area of visibility on the

 05       lake, I believe, is very close to a mile away.

 06       Anything closer than a mile is screened by

 07       shoreline vegetation.

 08  ATTORNEY McCANN:  Okay.  And was there analysis as to

 09       how much of the lake approximately that that

 10       encompasses at a greater distance than a mile from

 11       the proposed tower?

 12  THE WITNESS (Allen):  This is Matthew Allen.

 13            Yeah, if I could take a moment to find that?

 14       I -- I expect it does.

 15            Yes.  Yeah, approximately 285 acres of Bashan

 16       Lake would be -- of the surface of Bashan Lake

 17       would be affected.  I'm sorry.  And also let me

 18       clarify.  My report also says 501 acres within a

 19       half a mile of the facility would be affected.

 20            So, I'm sorry.  The number I was referring to

 21       that I said was a mile, I was mistaken.  The

 22       number is -- a half a mile is about where the

 23       shoreline vegetation would screen the tower.

 24  ATTORNEY McCANN:  Is that the third-to-last paragraph

 25       of page 18 where it says from 253 acres of water
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 01       surface?

 02  THE WITNESS (Allen):  It's Matthew Allen.

 03            I'm sorry.  Could you repeat that?  You were

 04       breaking up just a little bit.

 05  ATTORNEY McCANN:  Oh, I'm sorry.  I was asking whether

 06       that analysis is summarized on the third-to-last

 07       paragraph on page 18 of the report where it says

 08       253 acres of water surface.

 09            So, more specifically the paragraph that's

 10       labeled, visibility from Bashan Lake, Moodus

 11       Reservoir, and Pickerel Lake.

 12  THE WITNESS (Allen):  Yes.  Matthew Allen.

 13            I think you're referring to page 8.  There's

 14       a divider bar before the 8, so it's not 18.  It's

 15       page 8.

 16  ATTORNEY McCANN:  Oh, I'm sorry.

 17  THE WITNESS (Allen):  That's okay.  Yeah, and it does

 18       say, viewshed analysis indicates the facility

 19       could be visible from 253 acres of water surface.

 20       That would be the sum of Bashan Lake, Moodus

 21       Reservoir, and Pickerel Lake.

 22  ATTORNEY McCANN:  Thank you.

 23            Was there a visual impact assessment

 24       performed from the Laurel Cove area of the lake?

 25  THE WITNESS (Allen):  And again, Matthew Allen.
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 01            Again, I'm sorry.  Could you repeat that?

 02       From what location on the lake?

 03  ATTORNEY McCANN:  From the Laurel Cove area of Bashan

 04       Lake.

 05  THE WITNESS (Allen):  I would ask for any assistance

 06       from my panel which is Laurel Cove?

 07            I believe that's --

 08  A VOICE:  Yes.

 09  THE WITNESS (Allen):  Yes, Matthew Allen.

 10            The viewshed analysis, which is figure A-1 in

 11       the visual impact assessment, the viewshed

 12       analysis identifies the -- the water surface of

 13       Bashan Lake that is affected, which includes the

 14       Laurel Cove area.

 15  A VOICE:  It does include.

 16  THE WITNESS (Allen):  Yeah.  And there, there is also

 17       an area on the western side of Laurel Cove that

 18       would be screened by shoreline vegetation.  So,

 19       that is unaffected and that's illustrated in

 20       figure A-1.

 21  ATTORNEY McCANN:  This question may be for Mr. Brogie.

 22       Given the fact that the proposed tower is within

 23       an upland review area, pursuant to the Town's

 24       inland wetlands regulations, are there any wetland

 25       impact mitigation measures proposed as part of the
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 01       application?

 02  THE WITNESS (Brogie):  Based on the as-built condition

 03       of the tower, as we testified the last time, we

 04       would not expect any -- certainly, no direct

 05       impacts to the wetlands.  And given the size of

 06       the tower base and how stormwater is basically

 07       managed in and around the tower, creating no

 08       runoff, we would not expect any impacts to the

 09       wetland.

 10            We have provided some mitigation guidance for

 11       during construction, as we did identify some

 12       low-level amphibian activity in the -- in the

 13       wetland area nearest to the tower.  And so, we

 14       provided some documentation and protocols for

 15       contractors to follow during construction to

 16       mitigate any impacts to amphibians.

 17  THE REPORTER:  May I have the name of the last witness?

 18  THE WITNESS (Brogie):  Martin Brogie, for the record.

 19            Apologies.

 20  ATTORNEY McCANN:  Thank you.  And have any prudent and

 21       feasible alternatives been examined?

 22  THE WITNESS (Brogie):  Yes, we proposed an alternative

 23       tower location which was submitted to the Council.

 24            Martin Brogie.

 25  ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  And for the Court Reporter, that
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 01       Mr. Brogie is referring to Applicant's Exhibit 10.

 02  ATTORNEY McCANN:  The next question is, I heard some

 03       testimony in the last hearing that there, there

 04       will be certain portions of Route 149 that will

 05       still have dead zones carriers with inadequate

 06       service even after the submission of this instant

 07       proposed tower.

 08            Therefore, can we assume that additional

 09       towers will be necessary to the west of the

 10       proposed tower?

 11  THE WITNESS (DiVito):  This is Kip DiVito with Verizon

 12       Wireless.

 13            As always, we would move forward with our

 14       current plan for our network and then conduct more

 15       testing on the network after to consider what

 16       would be needed.

 17  ATTORNEY McCANN:  Okay.

 18  THE WITNESS (DiVito):  So, I don't -- I'm not going to

 19       assume that.

 20  ATTORNEY McCANN:  Can you confirm, though, that there

 21       will be even -- after the installation of this

 22       tower, there will be what I'm calling dead zones

 23       around/along the 149 corridor?

 24  THE WITNESS (DiVito):  This is Kip DiVito with Verizon

 25       Wireless.
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 01            I -- I believe there's going to be areas of

 02       service that will not have reliable in-building or

 03       in-vehicle service.

 04  ATTORNEY McCANN:  Okay.  I heard some testimony during

 05       the last hearing about RF overlaps and that there

 06       can be problems associated with RF overlaps.

 07            Did I hear that correctly?

 08  THE WITNESS (DiVito):  This is Kip DiVito with Verizon

 09       Wireless.

 10            There can be.  It causes interference, so

 11       that's why once sites get built and on air we do

 12       testing to make sure that we mitigate that

 13       interference.  You might draw back a sector so

 14       you're covering less of an area, or maybe you

 15       don't need to do that, but it -- it is possible.

 16  ATTORNEY McCANN:  Okay.  So my follow-up question then

 17       is, if we assume that there will be an additional

 18       tower necessary for portions of Route 149, will

 19       there then be a potential for RF overlap from the

 20       instant tower?

 21  THE WITNESS (DiVito):  So, this is Kip DiVito with

 22       Verizon Wireless.

 23            So again, after we move forward with our plan

 24       if, you know, granted, we would do testing.  We

 25       might not put up a tower.  You might need small
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 01       cells.  It's -- we don't want to cause

 02       interference, so we're not going to assume that we

 03       would have to build another tower.

 04  ATTORNEY McCANN:  Okay.  Would any part of that

 05       analysis potentially conclude to a tower of lesser

 06       height or magnitude at the current location?

 07  THE WITNESS (DiVito):  This is Kip DiVito with Verizon

 08       Wireless.

 09            No, I mean -- so, for a few reasons, if we

 10       were to reduce our current tower, we would reduce

 11       the amount of in-building and in-vehicle coverage

 12       area greatly.  Second of all, we reduce our

 13       ability to hand off for sure with our on-air site

 14       that is East Haddam two, which is the American

 15       Legion's building.  It's on a light pole.  It's, I

 16       believe, 89 feet.

 17            So, it's -- building a smaller tower here

 18       would just lessen the ability to cover Route 149,

 19       produce a larger gap.  And then you -- you would

 20       reduce the ability to hand off north and south to

 21       our proposed sites, but approval to move forward

 22       with sites and that transfer station and Mount

 23       Parnassus Road.

 24            So, from an RF perspective, the current

 25       height we have right now is exactly what we need.
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 01  ATTORNEY McCANN:  Thank you.

 02            I'm curious if any consideration regarding

 03       the design or siting of the instant tower, if any

 04       consideration was given to the local zoning code.

 05       Specifically, within that zoning code for the Town

 06       of East Haddam is that the location standards,

 07       locations in order of preference for facilities on

 08       existing or approved towers, number one; within

 09       existing structures, number two; on existing

 10       structures, number three; non-sensitive areas,

 11       number four; in sensitive areas with low visual

 12       impact, number five; or in sensitive areas with

 13       high visual impacts with mitigation, number six.

 14            Was there any consideration given to similar

 15       factors in this application?

 16  THE WITNESS (Vergati):  This is Ray Vergati, Homeland

 17       Towers.

 18            We certainly try to look at local zoning regs

 19       when siting these towers.  It's -- it's a delicate

 20       balance.  You know, I think the first few that you

 21       just listed, from a preference standpoint from the

 22       Town -- many towns, is to find a suitable

 23       structure, be it a water tank, transmission pole,

 24       an existing tower, a billboard, a rooftop, and

 25       that's what the carriers always look for.
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 01       Obviously, if there's an existing structure with

 02       adequate height that performs for the carrier and

 03       provides relief on the coverage gaps, then that's

 04       where they'll go.

 05            In this particular area of East Haddam there

 06       are no existing structures with adequate height,

 07       i.e., again, water tanks, transmission poles,

 08       existing towers, and so forth.  So, you have to

 09       find a raw land site.  It's a delicate -- when I

 10       say by raw land, you have to build a tower.

 11            So, it's a balance of -- of working with the

 12       engineer, working with the terrain.  You don't

 13       want to build it in a hole where it's not going to

 14       perform well.  So, we take into consideration a

 15       number of factors in trying to site the tower

 16       that's going to be the best location, both for

 17       Verizon and the community and for public safety,

 18       for aesthetics, for environmental, and so forth.

 19  ATTORNEY McCANN:  For several of the alternative sites

 20       investigated in this site search summary by

 21       Homeland the summary of outreach to owners states,

 22       the owner did not respond with interest in

 23       pursuing a lease with either Homeland Towers or

 24       Verizon.

 25            I'm curious on two things; number one, if
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 01       that was sort of the end of the inquiry, or if --

 02       if other additional contact efforts were made; and

 03       also, just sort of generally, whether any of those

 04       sites were deemed more -- were deemed, you know,

 05       preferable or a better alternative, but not

 06       explored because of that response that -- the lack

 07       of response that I just cited?

 08  THE WITNESS (Vergati):  Ray Vergati, Homeland Towers.

 09            We send out letters, obviously, to the

 10       homeowners via certified and regular mailings.

 11       Both Verizon did this as well as Homeland Towers.

 12       When we don't receive a response back from a

 13       landlord from the multiple letters that go out to

 14       the area, we take it as a non-interest.

 15            We try to work with interested landlords.  We

 16       try to work with sites that we feel, again, are

 17       going to be the best location to site a tower with

 18       the least visual environmental impact to an area,

 19       again looking at the terrain, working with the

 20       engineers for the network design, making sure the

 21       gap is filled and remedied by a tower.

 22  ATTORNEY McCANN:  Okay.  And I guess my followup to

 23       that was, if any of those alternate property

 24       owners did respond, or there, you know, there were

 25       different facts regarding their response, was it
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 01       deemed that any of those towers would have been

 02       comparable or even more preferred than the instant

 03       site?

 04  THE WITNESS (Vergati):  So again, Ray Vergati, Homeland

 05       Towers.

 06            I can tell you from my site search summary

 07       from the exhibit that there were some property

 08       owners that did respond with interest.  And they

 09       were certainly vetted and looked at.

 10            As an example, I think it's Birch Acres, LLC,

 11       was one of the properties on Alger Road, and I had

 12       met with the property owners, and on two or three

 13       occasions walked the property.  The property has

 14       major wetlands.  It has frontage on Bashan Lake.

 15       We have a house directly across the street, and it

 16       was very limited where we can site the tower.

 17            So, even though I had an interested landlord

 18       willing to sign a lease with Homeland Towers, we

 19       did not pursue it because we felt that, A, we had

 20       a house, I believe it may have been 300 feet

 21       directly across the street.  And I had a major

 22       wetland coming through the property, a stream

 23       leading into Bashan Lake, and we didn't want to

 24       cross that stream to site the tower.

 25  ATTORNEY McCANN:  Thank you.

�0030

 01            Lastly, I posed a question from my client

 02       directly to Attorney Baldwin.  And I don't know if

 03       anyone can speak to this, but we asked the

 04       Applicant through counsel if they could respond to

 05       analysis, a hypothetical analysis if the tower

 06       were sited at 120 feet.

 07            Attorney Baldwin, can someone speak to that

 08       from the panel?

 09  THE WITNESS (DiVito):  Yes, this is Kip DiVito with

 10       Verizon Wireless.

 11            We did look at that, and I still stand by my

 12       previous statement about reducing the tower height

 13       and the coverage issues that that would cause, the

 14       handoff issues that that would cause.  And just in

 15       general, building a smaller tower reduces the, you

 16       know, co-locatability of it.

 17            So that, the height we're at right now is

 18       what we need for the coverage needs in the area

 19       both in-home and in-vehicle reliability.

 20  ATTORNEY McCANN:  Okay.  Thank you, all.  That's all I

 21       have.  I appreciate the responses.

 22  THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you, Attorney McCann.

 23            We'll now continue with cross-examination of

 24       the Applicant on the new exhibits by the Council,

 25       starting with Mr. Nwankwo, followed by
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 01       Mr. Golembiewski.  Mr. Nwankwo, Good afternoon.

 02  MR. NWANKWO:  Good afternoon.  Thank you, Mr. Vice

 03       Chair.

 04            I'd like to refer to attachment A, which is

 05       part of the Applicant's response to council

 06       interrogatory number 55.  My question is, what is

 07       the distance of the Snell-Talbot Preserve from the

 08       proposed tower?

 09  ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  I'm sorry, Mr. Nwankwo.  You said

 10       question 55?

 11  MR. NWANKWO:  Yes, council interrogatory number 55.

 12  

 13                            (Pause.)

 14  

 15  THE WITNESS (Allen):  What was the name of the

 16       preserve?

 17  ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  Could --

 18  MR. NWANKWO:  I believe the response was attachment

 19       one, which is just a revised viewshed map.

 20  ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  To the interrogatories?

 21  MR. NWANKWO:  Yes.

 22            The viewshed map does show two preserves, the

 23       Bloch Preserve and the Snell-Talbot Preserve.

 24  THE WITNESS (Allen):  What interrogatory number was it?

 25  ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  Fifty-five.
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 01  THE WITNESS (Allen):  Yes, Matthew Allen, Saratoga

 02       Associates.

 03            The distance from the tower to the nearest

 04       point on the Snell-Talbot Preserve, I don't have

 05       an exact dimension, but using the one-half-mile

 06       radius ring it appears to be less than a quarter

 07       mile to the nearest point in the Snell-Talbot

 08       Preserve.

 09  MR. NWANKWO:  Thank you.

 10            Would the tower be visible from that, from

 11       that preserve?

 12  THE WITNESS (Allen):  Matthew Allen.

 13            The viewshed map indicates that it would be

 14       screened by intervening vegetation.  I find no

 15       areas of visibility based on viewshed analysis in

 16       the Snell-Talbot Preserve.

 17  MR. NWANKWO:  Thank you.

 18            Also, in looking at the visual assessment

 19       report, several photo locations are labeled as

 20       filtered.  Could you define what filtered means?

 21  THE WITNESS (Allen):  Yes, filtered means -- Matthew

 22       Allen.

 23            Filtered means that visibility may be

 24       possible through intervening tree trunks and

 25       branches in a seasonal leaf-off condition.  Such
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 01       visibility would likely be fully screened during a

 02       summer leaf-on condition.

 03  MR. NWANKWO:  Thank you for that.

 04            Based on that, I'm wondering why, other than

 05       photos 5 and 15, the photo sims were not shown at

 06       any of the other filtered photo locations?

 07  THE WITNESS (Allen):  Yes.  Matthew Allen.

 08            The locations for photo simulations were

 09       selected to provide representative -- to

 10       illustrate representative views, not to be fully

 11       comprehensive of all photographs taken.

 12  MR. NWANKWO:  Thank you.

 13            Could the Applicant summarily compare the

 14       photo simulations provided in the visual

 15       assessment report with the balloon float pictures

 16       provided by Mr. Longobardi?

 17  THE WITNESS (Allen):  Yes.  Matthew Allen.

 18            Let me just pull out -- yes, I have looked at

 19       Mr. Longobardi's photographs.  I have a number of

 20       questions in order to fully understand the

 21       photographs taken of the balloon.

 22            Yeah, some of the questions I have were --

 23       that was not provided were the exact latitude and

 24       longitude where the balloon was flown, the -- the

 25       exact ground elevation of where the balloon was

�0034

 01       flown, the height of the balloon; and concerning

 02       the photographs themselves, the exact location

 03       where the photographs were taken, latitude and

 04       longitude, elevation, and importantly, the focal

 05       length of the -- the photographs.

 06            In comparing Mr. Longobardi's photographs

 07       with the photographs that are in the visual

 08       assessment, I have no reason to believe that they

 09       are, you know, in any way inaccurate, but for the

 10       questions that I have just to confirm the degree

 11       of visibility.

 12            But what I find in looking at comparing

 13       Mr. Longobardi's photographs with the photographs

 14       in the visual assessment report, I find a great

 15       deal of consistency in -- in almost all of the

 16       photographs.

 17  MR. NWANKWO:  Thank you.

 18            I would like to refer to the supplemental

 19       information identified as Exhibit 10.  Would this

 20       revised location impact Cellco's coverage

 21       objectives?

 22  THE WITNESS (DiVito):  This is Kip DiVito with Verizon

 23       Wireless.

 24            No, it will not.

 25  MR. NWANKWO:  Thank you.
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 01            Would this revised location also impact

 02       radiofrequency emissions?

 03  THE WITNESS (DiVito):  This is Kip DiVito with Verizon

 04       Wireless.

 05            No.

 06  MR. NWANKWO:  In addition to that, would the revised

 07       location impact the number of trees that will be

 08       required to be cleared?

 09  THE WITNESS (Weinpahl):  Yes.  David Weinpahl, On Air

 10       Engineering.

 11            The early estimate is the tree quantity would

 12       maybe jump up to around 25.  For removal, that

 13       area has not been surveyed to date yet in detail,

 14       so that that amount could vary after -- it should

 15       be going in another direction in this area with

 16       tree locations and sizes.  We could also shape our

 17       compound accordingly to perhaps save some of the

 18       larger trees that might be up in that area.

 19            But tree quantity was originally 17.  We're

 20       now projecting maybe 25 for the alternate.

 21  MR. NWANKWO:  Thank you.

 22            How would this revised location affect the

 23       size of the total area of disturbance?

 24  THE WITNESS (Weinpahl):  Yes.  David Weinpahl, On Air

 25       Engineering.
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 01            I think we have -- we didn't run the full

 02       calculations on it, but it would be reduced

 03       slightly.  We've been able to shift the tower into

 04       the center of the compound here.  We previously

 05       had a limit of disturbance approximately 20 feet

 06       from the central wetland, which could now be

 07       approximately 60 feet in this alternate location.

 08            Additionally, previously we had a 40-foot

 09       setback from that same wetland to the compound

 10       corner, and as previously testified and as noted

 11       in this exhibit, that could be 80 feet now with

 12       the compound corner to that wetland.

 13  MR. NWANKWO:  Thank you.

 14            So, does that mean the total LOD would

 15       increase or decrease?

 16  THE WITNESS (Weinpahl):  David Weinpahl, On Air

 17       Engineering.

 18            It would be similar, a similar size.

 19  MR. NWANKWO:  Thank you.

 20            Also referencing the revised location, would

 21       operational noise levels at the property line

 22       still be compliant with state standards?

 23  THE WITNESS (Weinpahl):  Yes.  David Weinpahl, On Air

 24       Engineering.

 25            Yes, they would.
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 01  MR. NWANKWO:  Thank you.

 02            And lastly, would the yield point on the

 03       tower affect the feasibility of a future tower

 04       extension?

 05  THE WITNESS (Weinpahl):  Yes.  David Weinpahl, On Air

 06       Engineering.

 07            No, I don't believe that would be an issue

 08       with the yield point design in -- in either

 09       location.

 10  MR. NWANKWO:  So, just to be clear, if a yield point is

 11       installed, it doesn't inhibit future tower

 12       extensions?

 13  THE WITNESS (Weinpahl):  Yes.  David Weinpahl, On Air

 14       Engineering.

 15            The yield point could be designed in a number

 16       of ways considering a future extension or not

 17       considering it, depending on what the Council

 18       prefers.  The manufacturer is able to design these

 19       multiple ways.  For either of the locations it

 20       wouldn't have an impact.

 21  MR. NWANKWO:  Thank you.  Thank you, Mr. Vice Chair.

 22       That will be all my questions.

 23  THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you, Mr. Nwankwo.

 24            We'll now continue with cross-examination of

 25       the Applicant by Mr. Nguyen, followed by
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 01       Mr. Carter.  Mr. Nguyen, good afternoon.

 02  MR. NGUYEN:  Good afternoon, Vice Chair Morissette.

 03            I do not have any questions from the

 04       late-filed exhibits.  Thank you.

 05  THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you, Mr. Nguyen.

 06            We'll now continue with cross-examination by

 07       Mr. Carter, followed by Ms. Hall.  Mr. Carter,

 08       good afternoon.

 09  MR. CARTER:  Good afternoon, Vice Chair Morissette.

 10            I actually do not have any further questions

 11       based on the late files.  So, thank you.

 12  THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you, Mr. Carter.

 13            We'll now continue with cross-examination by

 14       Ms. Hall, followed by Mr. Lynch.  Ms. Hall, good

 15       afternoon.

 16  MS. HALL:  Good afternoon.

 17            I too have no further questions on the

 18       late-filed exhibits.

 19  THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you, Ms. Hall.

 20            We'll now continue with cross-examination by

 21       Mr. Lynch, followed by myself.  Mr. Lynch, good

 22       afternoon.

 23  MR. LYNCH:  Good afternoon, Mr. Morissette.

 24            I just have one question that is a clarifying

 25       question, and that is on the tower's yield point.
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 01       Have you ever heard of a monopole, not a lattice

 02       tower, collapsing on itself or with a yield point?

 03  THE WITNESS (Weinpahl):  Yeah.  David Weinpahl, On Air

 04       Engineering.

 05            I have not heard of a tower collapsing upon

 06       itself with a yield point.  I'm not aware of or

 07       have no knowledge of -- of that, despite that

 08       being inherently in some of the designs that the

 09       tower manufacturers have put forth.

 10  MR. LYNCH:  Thank you for that answer.

 11            You have verified something that I thought

 12       for a long time, you know, about yield points.

 13       So, thank you very much.

 14            Those are my questions, Mr. Morissette.

 15  THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you, Mr. Lynch.

 16            First of all, I'd like to start off by saying

 17       for the record, the questioning I had about

 18       coverage during our last hearing, I did have the

 19       opportunity to look at section 16, and I now

 20       understand the additional coverage from the

 21       transfer station.  So thank you, everyone, for

 22       your patience in that regard.

 23            I do have a follow-up question on the

 24       interrogatory or the late-filed responses.  The

 25       first one has to do with question one.  Now, the

�0040

 01       dropped-call level that you're trying to get to is

 02       .6 percent.  And I noticed in the interrogatory

 03       they were in the 2 -- 2 and a half, 2 percent.

 04            So, by adding this facility, do you think

 05       you're going to get down to .6?  Or is it even

 06       something lower?

 07  THE WITNESS (DiVito):  This is Kip DiVito with Verizon

 08       Wireless.

 09            I can't really say that we should get down to

 10       that on all these sectors.  These, these numbers

 11       that were -- that we submitted, they were given to

 12       us by our system performance engineers.  That's

 13       really -- their role on this network is to monitor

 14       these key performance issues.  And, you know, .6

 15       is our goal for a market-wide thing, or, you know,

 16       KPI.

 17            So, our goal is, of course, with this site

 18       and the other sites that we -- we've looked at and

 19       have plans for is to get these sectors that we've

 20       listed here, which do feed into this area, down to

 21       .6 percent or below call-drop percentage.  But

 22       again, it -- a network is always evolving and

 23       growing, and we -- we design and then we test.

 24  THE VICE CHAIR:  Okay.  Well, just for my education

 25       here -- so for example, Haddam, Connecticut is
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 01       2.92.  Is that a large jump from going from 2.92

 02       down to .6?

 03  THE WITNESS (DiVito):  This is Kip DiVito with Verizon

 04       Wireless.

 05            I believe it is.  Again, this is its -- it's

 06       not my role at Verizon to look at these numbers on

 07       a daily basis like our system performance does,

 08       but I can say that Haddam there, that's -- that's

 09       a pretty faraway site across the river that's

 10       extending it, overextending itself into the area.

 11            So, that would be this -- this proposed site

 12       would be extremely beneficial to pull that, give

 13       that site a chance to be pulled back in, better

 14       serving the people in Haddam as well.

 15  THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you.

 16            I was trying to get a feel for how

 17       significant the change that you're trying to

 18       achieve is, and I'm interpreting that that's a

 19       pretty sizable drop to get to .6 for the Haddam,

 20       Connecticut facility -- but thank you for that

 21       information.

 22            The new proposed location, do you support the

 23       new location?  Or do you prefer the old location?

 24  THE WITNESS (Vergati):  This is Ray Vergati, Homeland

 25       Towers.
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 01            From Homeland's perspective, they're kind of

 02       apples to apples in a sense.  We're talking about

 03       logistically a 40-foot move.  I think the -- the

 04       proposed location versus the alternate location,

 05       each has some slight advantages or disadvantages.

 06       What I would tell you, the proposed location is

 07       set further back from the East Haddam-Colchester,

 08       Turnpike, however the limit of disturbance is

 09       closer to the low-functioning wetland there,

 10       roughly 20 feet away.

 11            The alternate location that's further north

 12       on the property, I think we've shifted the tower

 13       roughly 65 feet.  We have some ledge to contend

 14       with there, but we're further from the wetlands.

 15       So again, each site has its advantage or

 16       disadvantage.  I will say from a ground elevation,

 17       they're both 451, 451 and a half.  So, there's no

 18       difference from that perspective.

 19            I have a willing landlord that is -- is open

 20       to the alternate location, so that's not an issue

 21       for us.  So, I would basically say that from our

 22       preference, we don't have a preference.  We'll go

 23       either way should the Council deem to approve

 24       the -- the docket.

 25  THE VICE CHAIR:  Okay.  Very good.  Thank you.
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 01            My last question has to do -- we received a

 02       comment from a resident in East Haddam and he was

 03       talking about the deed restriction to the East

 04       Haddam Land Trust and Mr. Brownell's property.

 05            Is there a deed restriction associated with

 06       this property?

 07  THE WITNESS (Vergati):  This is Ray Vergati, Homeland

 08       Towers.

 09            There's no deed restriction on the subject

 10       parcel, which is 196 East Haddam-Colchester

 11       Turnpike where the tower is proposed.

 12            The -- the abutting parcel, which I believe

 13       you're talking about, which is the Brownell

 14       Preserve, I believe that that property has been

 15       deeded to the land trust for future, you know,

 16       non-development.  It does not affect the subject

 17       parcel.  It does not affect our access.  It does

 18       not affect us whatsoever.

 19  THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you for that clarification.

 20            Okay.  That concludes my cross-examination

 21       for this afternoon.  We will now move on to the

 22       appearance by Stephen and CindyAnn Longobardi.

 23       Will the party present its witness panel for the

 24       purpose of taking the oath, and we'll have

 25       Attorney Bachman administer the oath.
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 01            Stephan and Cindy-Ann, please?

 02  STEPHEN LONGOBARDI:  Stephen.

 03  THE VICE CHAIR:  Is CindyAnn also going to participate?

 04  STEPHEN LONGOBARDI:  No, not at this time.

 05  THE VICE CHAIR:  Okay.  Attorney Bachman, please

 06       administer the oath.

 07  ATTORNEY BACHMAN:  Thank you, Mr. Morissette.

 08            Mr. Longobardi, could you please raise your

 09       right hand?

 10  S T E P H E N    L O N G O B A R D I,

 11            called as a witness, being sworn by

 12            THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, was examined and

 13            testified under oath as follows:

 14  

 15  ATTORNEY BACHMAN:  Thank you.

 16  THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you, Attorney Bachman.

 17            We'll now verify Mr. Longobardi's exhibits.

 18       Stephen Longobardi, you have offered the exhibits

 19       listed under the hearing program as Roman numeral

 20       3B, 1 through 3, for identification purposes.

 21            Is there any objection to making these

 22       exhibits for identification purposes only at this

 23       time?

 24  THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  No.

 25  THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you.  Stephen Longobardi, did
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 01       you prepare or assist in the preparation of

 02       Exhibit 3B, 1 through 3?

 03  THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  Yes.  I'm assuming you are

 04       referring to the photos.  That was the number for

 05       it?

 06  THE VICE CHAIR:  No, there's three exhibits; the

 07       request for party status, the pre-filed testimony,

 08       and visual assessment, one, two, and three.

 09  THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  Yes.  Yes, it was me.

 10  THE VICE CHAIR:  Great.  Thank you.

 11            Do you have any additions, clarifications,

 12       deletions, or modification to these documents?

 13  THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  I do not.

 14  THE VICE CHAIR:  Are these exhibits true and accurate

 15       to the best of your knowledge?

 16  THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  Yes, they are.

 17  THE VICE CHAIR:  Do you offer these exhibits as your

 18       testimony here today?

 19  THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  Yes.

 20  THE VICE CHAIR:  And do you offer these as full

 21       exhibits?

 22  THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  Yes.

 23  THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you.

 24            Does any party object to the admission of

 25       Stephan Longobardi's exhibits?  Attorney Baldwin?
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 01  ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  Mr. Morissette, I don't have an

 02       objection.  I just want to point out we didn't

 03       receive the photographs until yesterday, the day

 04       before the continuation of the hearing.

 05            But with that noted in the record, I have no

 06       objection.

 07  THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you, Attorney Baldwin.

 08            Attorney McCann?

 09  ATTORNEY McCANN:  No objection, Mr. Morissette.

 10  THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you.

 11            The exhibits are hereby admitted.

 12            We will now begin with cross-examination of

 13       Stephen Longobardi by the Council, starting with

 14       Mr. Nwankwo, followed by Mr. Nguyen.  Mr. Nwankwo?

 15  MR. NWANKWO:  Thank you, Mr. Vice Chair.

 16            My first question, what alternative sites did

 17       you suggest during the municipal consultation?

 18  THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  I'm sorry.  Can you say that

 19       again?

 20  MR. NWANKWO:  What alternative sites did you suggest

 21       during the municipal consultation?

 22  THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  I did not.

 23  MR. NWANKWO:  Okay.  Thank you.

 24  THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  Besides the transfer

 25       station.
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 01  MR. NWANKWO:  Thank you for that.

 02            What alternatives to a new tower do you

 03       believe are feasible for Verizon's coverage

 04       objectives?

 05  THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  The only thing that I was

 06       basing my alternatives on was distances between

 07       towers, and that would be between the transfer

 08       station and the new Mount Parnassus site.  I did

 09       not think it was necessary since there's an

 10       overlap between these two sites.

 11  MR. NWANKWO:  Thank you.

 12            I have a few questions on the balloon float.

 13       When was the balloon float done, and for how long

 14       was the balloon up?

 15  THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  I believe it was April 14th,

 16       from 9:30 to 11:30.

 17  MR. NWANKWO:  To what height was the balloon raised?

 18  THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  Raised to 155 feet.

 19  MR. NWANKWO:  Thank you.

 20            Was it flown from the center of the proposed

 21       tower location?

 22  THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  I didn't want to trespass,

 23       so we were on the property line 25 feet west of

 24       the compound on the Brownell property.

 25  MR. NWANKWO:  Thank you.
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 01            Could you provide any information on what

 02       type of camera was used to acquire the pictures?

 03       For example, the megapixels, the lens, the camera

 04       model, the lens setting?

 05  THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  Yes, sir.  The camera was a

 06       Nikon P900, at 55 millimeter.

 07  MR. NWANKWO:  Thank you.

 08            Would you have any preference for any stealth

 09       tower design options or camouflaging, and also

 10       landscaping for the compound or the compound

 11       enclosure?

 12  THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  No, not at this time.

 13  MR. NWANKWO:  Thank you.  That will be all my

 14       questions, Mr. Vice Chair.

 15  THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you, Mr. Nwankwo.  We'll now

 16       continue the cross-examination by Mr. Nguyen,

 17       followed by Mr. Carter.  Mr. Nguyen?

 18  MR. NGUYEN:  Thank you, Vice Chair Morissette.

 19            Yeah, Mr. Longobardi, I appreciate your

 20       participation in this proceeding.  Just a quick

 21       question for you, and that is with respect to the

 22       proposed location and the -- just introduced to

 23       the alternative location.

 24            I'm just curious regarding your thoughts.

 25       What would you prefer in terms of the location?
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 01  THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  It -- it's not going to

 02       affect me.  We would drive -- that's our driveway.

 03       We drive by it every day.  Moving it closer to

 04       East Haddam-Colchester Turnpike gets it farther

 05       away from the wetlands, but I don't know how many

 06       trees they'll have to take down to move it closer

 07       to there.

 08  MR. NGUYEN:  Okay.  And that's all.  Thank you.  And

 09       that's all I have, Mr. Morissette.

 10  THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you, Mr. Nguyen.

 11            We'll now continue with cross-examination by

 12       Mr. Carter, followed by Ms. Hall.  Mr. Carter?

 13  MR. CARTER:  Thank you, Mr. Vice Chair, and thank you,

 14       Mr. Longobardi, for joining us and participating.

 15            I'm not going to take up too much time.  I

 16       just want to look at your pre-filed testimony, and

 17       I was just wondering if you could elaborate a bit

 18       on question six, which was participating in the

 19       Town's municipal review.

 20  THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  I'm sorry.  Could you ask --

 21       could you repeat that question, please?

 22  MR. CARTER:  Sure.  I just wanted to get some more

 23       detail about question six from your pre-filed

 24       testimony, which was about your role in the Town's

 25       municipal review.
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 01  THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  Okay.  Yeah, I -- I did go

 02       to that meeting.  Mr. Vergati and Mr. Baldwin were

 03       there making their presentation.  There was quite

 04       a few people in the room.  I don't know if enough

 05       people were notified.

 06            A lot of the people around the lake are

 07       seasonal, so that's -- that's a disadvantage for

 08       us.  I know they followed up with answers to the

 09       questions as best they could.  I don't think they

 10       eliminated any that were asked.  Obviously, it's

 11       very visible from the lake, especially by -- by

 12       the LiDAR notation.  So, people were -- were

 13       visually upset.

 14  MR. CARTER:  Thank you.

 15            And Vice Chair, that is all that I have.  So,

 16       thank you.

 17  THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you, Mr. Carter.

 18            We'll now continue with cross-examination by

 19       Ms. Hall, followed by Mr. Lynch.  Ms. Hall?

 20  MS. HALL:  Thank you.

 21            I was intrigued by the reference earlier

 22       today to seaplanes.  Do you know how many

 23       seaplanes there might be on Bashan Lake?

 24  THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  I do not.

 25  MS. HALL:  But are you aware that there are some?
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 01  THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  Absolutely.  They fly right

 02       over our house.  We're on the north end of the

 03       lake.

 04  MS. HALL:  Okay.  And would these be people who keep

 05       their planes on the lake and, therefore, are

 06       pretty familiar with it?

 07  THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  Not to my knowledge, no.

 08  MS. HALL:  Okay.  All right.  That's all the questions

 09       I have.  Thank you.

 10  THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you, Ms. Hall.

 11            We'll now continue with cross-examination by

 12       Mr. Lynch, followed by myself.  Mr. Lynch?

 13  MR. LYNCH:  No questions, Mr. Morissette.

 14  THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you, Mr. Lynch.

 15            Mr. Longobardi, I wanted to go to your

 16       balloon pictures.

 17  THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  Okay.

 18  THE VICE CHAIR:  Is there anything in particular that

 19       you want to point out here for the Council?

 20  THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  It's obvious that I don't

 21       see it from my house unless I'm on the lake, but

 22       the people right on East Haddam-Colchester, their

 23       statement from Mr. Allen said that they will not

 24       see it.  I find that hard to believe.

 25            That is -- they're looking out their front
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 01       window.  197 East Haddam-Colchester is absolutely

 02       right across the street from that site.  And I

 03       know there's trees to hide it, but that is a wide

 04       structure.  It's exactly vertical, and there's

 05       going to be racks on the top.

 06            When you're coming down Falls Bashan Road,

 07       you're going to pick that up immediately.  It's

 08       going to be in the center of the road -- looking

 09       right at it.  So, their houses are right on that

 10       end.

 11            Sure, I'll see it when I drive by it in the

 12       morning and at night, but these people are --

 13       that's going to affect the value of their homes.

 14       It's right outside their house.

 15  THE VICE CHAIR:  I take it you're referring to photo

 16       number two and three?

 17  THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  Correct.

 18  THE VICE CHAIR:  Okay.  Anything else?

 19  THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  No.

 20            There was -- there was two photos that, on

 21       their LiDAR, it shows that the east side and the

 22       south end of the lake are most affected, but they

 23       did not take any pictures from that end of the

 24       lake, and that was the Laurel Cove photo that I

 25       provided from that beach area, Laurel Cove Road.
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 01            Now, it's -- it's a distance away, but

 02       it's -- it will be very visible from that end of

 03       the lake.

 04  THE VICE CHAIR:  And which photo is that?

 05  THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  Toward the end where it

 06       says, Laurel Cove Road, southwest end of Bashan

 07       Lake.

 08  THE VICE CHAIR:  Gotcha.  Okay.

 09  THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  And I believe that's a

 10       little more than a mile away.

 11  THE VICE CHAIR:  Very good.  Okay.  Anything else while

 12       we have the opportunity?

 13  THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  No, I think I've -- I've

 14       done enough.

 15  THE VICE CHAIR:  Very good.

 16  THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  I've done what I could do.

 17  THE VICE CHAIR:  Very good.  Well, we appreciate you

 18       coming out and testifying this afternoon.

 19            So, we'll now continue the cross-examination

 20       by Attorney Baldwin.  Attorney Baldwin?

 21  ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  Thank you, Mr. Morissette.

 22            A couple of questions all regarding the

 23       photographs, just for clarification.

 24       Mr. Longobardi, do you know what the ground

 25       elevation was at the location where the balloon
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 01       was flown?

 02  THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  Well, based on your plan,

 03       based on being on the property line 25 feet from

 04       the compound, I think that was a little more than

 05       5 feet lower than the tower site.

 06  ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  Okay.  And according to

 07       WeatherUnderground.com, the winds that day were

 08       between seven and eleven miles an hour.

 09            Is that consistent with your recollection?

 10  THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  Well, when we started, it

 11       was six.  It was supposed to go to eight.  And

 12       yes, it went up to eleven.

 13            At about 11:30, the balloon popped as it was

 14       moving.

 15  ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  We know from that experience.  Thank

 16       you.

 17            Just for some clarification, you referred to

 18       the first, second, and third photographs.  They

 19       are taken from East Haddam-Colchester Road, and

 20       you said compared to photo one, visible.  The next

 21       one is from Falls Bashan Road compared to photo

 22       three, visible -- I'm sorry, that's the third

 23       photograph.

 24            And then the second photograph, Falls Bashan

 25       Road, number five -- that's a property address, by
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 01       the way.  Number five is the property address on

 02       Bashan Lake Road?

 03  THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  Correct.

 04  ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  Okay.  And then you said photo

 05       number two, visible.  But these are all photos

 06       where the balloon is shown in and amongst the

 07       trees.  The balloon does not eclipse the top of

 08       the trees from those locations.  Correct?

 09  THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  Correct.  Well -- correct.

 10  ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  Okay.  On several of these

 11       photographs there's a green arrow directed toward

 12       the balloon.  Some of the photographs, you can see

 13       the balloon.  Some of the photographs, the photo

 14       was taken from such a distance that it's very hard

 15       to see the balloon in the photograph.

 16            But just to be clear, the end of that arrow

 17       doesn't identify the location of the balloon.

 18       It's just a directional arrow toward where the

 19       balloon is.  Correct?

 20  THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  Correct.  So, if you go to

 21       the photos from Bailey Road as compared to the one

 22       photo you guys took from Bailey Road, it is -- it

 23       is very visible.  It's a great portion above the

 24       trees --

 25  ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  Which --
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 01  THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  -- in those two locations.

 02  ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  Which photo are you referring to?

 03  THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  I apologize.  I didn't

 04       number them, but I have one here that says 90

 05       Bailey Road, visible.

 06  ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  Right.  So, again

 07       (unintelligible) --

 08  THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  And the one that's -- the

 09       one after this is 20 Bailey Road.  Compare that to

 10       the 21 that you had from -- from, I think it was

 11       south, the south side of 14.

 12  ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  Well, okay.  Then again, just to be

 13       clear, on the one photograph entitled or labeled,

 14       90 Bailey Road, visible, the arrow points to the

 15       balloon and that's the balloon a certain distance

 16       kind of lower left of that arrow?

 17  THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  Correct.  I didn't put the

 18       arrow directly on it.

 19  ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  Okay.  And then with respect to the

 20       20 Bailey Road compared to photo 21, if you look

 21       at photo 21, that's not the exact location where

 22       photo 21 was taken.  Correct?

 23  THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  It's to the right of that.

 24  ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  Okay.

 25  THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  Your 21 is to our -- your 21
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 01       is to the right of that near 14.

 02  ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  Okay.

 03  THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  Well, you only had -- you

 04       only had one photo from Bailey Road.  That's why I

 05       referenced that.

 06  ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  Uh-huh.  That's fine.

 07            So, getting back to a point that Mr. Allen

 08       mentioned in response to some of his questions,

 09       several of these photos where the balloon is

 10       visible or visible through the trees, those

 11       photographs all appear to be consistent with the

 12       findings in the Saratoga report.  And I can refer

 13       you to photos two and three that we talked about

 14       where the balloon is in and amongst the trees.

 15            And then I'll jump to the end of the

 16       photographic array where you talk about locations

 17       at the southeast and southwest portions of the

 18       lake where, again, while it's hard to see in the

 19       photograph because you're, you know, almost a mile

 20       and a half away, that the tower would eclipse the

 21       top of the trees a little bit from those

 22       locations.

 23            And again, that that is consistent with the

 24       findings of the Saratoga report if you review

 25       their viewshed map.  Correct?
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 01  THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  I agree with you except for

 02       the ones on East Haddam-Colchester.  I think -- I

 03       think the pictures on East Haddam-Colchester were

 04       taken on an angle that there's no way you could

 05       see from -- your photo two, if you went to the

 06       right side of the road and you did your imagery of

 07       the tower, you would have seen what -- what I'm

 08       showing as a balloon.

 09  ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  Okay.  But again, a balloon in and

 10       amongst the trees -- so, visible, visible during

 11       the winter months and consistent with Saratoga's

 12       photo simulation number one, which was taken right

 13       out from in front of the property?

 14  THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  Again, you'll have to agree

 15       that a balloon is a little less visible than a

 16       tower will be.

 17  ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  Right.  But you did see this photo

 18       simulation that was provided that shows a

 19       simulated tower from that location right out in

 20       front of the property?

 21  THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  Yes, I did see that.

 22  ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  Okay.  Mr. Morissette, that's all I

 23       have.

 24  THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you, Attorney Baldwin.

 25            We'll now continue cross-examination by
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 01       Attorney McCann.  Attorney McCann, please?

 02  ATTORNEY McCANN:  I don't have any questions,

 03       Mr. Morissette.  Thank you.

 04  THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you.

 05            Okay.  We are now going to move on to the

 06       appearance by the Town of East Haddam.  Will the

 07       Town of East Haddam present its witness panel for

 08       purposes of taking the oath?  We will have

 09       Attorney Bachman who will administer the oath.

 10            Attorney McCann, please begin.

 11  ATTORNEY McCANN:  Mr. Morissette, we don't have any

 12       witnesses from the Town.

 13  THE VICE CHAIR:  Okay.  We have no witnesses, no

 14       exhibits?

 15  ATTORNEY McCANN:  Correct.

 16  THE VICE CHAIR:  Attorney Bachman, could you help me

 17       out here?  So, we don't cross-examine the Town's

 18       attorney, I would presume?

 19  ATTORNEY BACHMAN:  That's correct, Mr. Morissette.  We

 20       wouldn't cross-examine the Town's attorney, but we

 21       would ask the other parties if they have any

 22       objection to allowing the request for party status

 23       and any statements made therein to be submitted

 24       into the record as a full exhibit without

 25       cross-examination.

�0060

 01            Thank you.

 02  THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you.

 03            Attorney Baldwin, do you have any objection?

 04  ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  We have no objection,

 05       Mr. Morissette.

 06  THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you.

 07            And Mr. Longobardi, do you have any

 08       objection?

 09  THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  I have no objections.

 10  THE VICE CHAIR:  Okay.  Very good.  That concludes our

 11       hearing for this afternoon.

 12            Therefore, before closing the evidentiary

 13       record in this matter, the Connecticut Siting

 14       Council announces that briefs and proposed

 15       findings of fact may be filed with the Council by

 16       any party or intervener no later than June 19,

 17       2025.

 18            The submissions of briefs or proposed

 19       findings of fact are not required by this Council.

 20       Rather, we leave it to the choice of the parties

 21       and interveners.

 22            Anyone who has not become a party or

 23       intervener but who desires to make his or her

 24       views known to the Council may file written

 25       statements to the Council within 30 days of the
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 01       date hereof.

 02            The Council will issue draft findings of

 03       fact, and thereafter parties and interveners may

 04       identify errors or inconsistencies between the

 05       Council's draft findings of fact and the record,

 06       however no new evidence, no new information, and

 07       no arguments and no reply briefs without our

 08       permission will be considered by the Council.

 09            Copies of the transcript of this hearing will

 10       be filed at the East Haddam Town Clerk's office.

 11            I hereby declare this hearing adjourned and

 12       thank you, everyone, for your participation.

 13            Good afternoon.

 14  

 15                        (End:  3:15 p.m.)

 16  

 17  

 18  

 19  

 20  

 21  

 22  

 23  

 24  

 25  
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 01                           CERTIFICATE

 02  

 03            I hereby certify that the foregoing 61 pages

 04       are a complete and accurate computer-aided

 05       transcription of my original verbatim notes taken

 06       of the remote teleconference meeting of The

 07       Connecticut Siting Council continued hearing in

 08       Re:  DOCKET NO. 530, HOMELAND TOWERS, LLC, AND

 09       CELLCO PARTNERSHIP D/B/A VERIZON WIRELESS

 10       APPLICATION FOR A CERTIFICATE OF ENVIRONMENTAL

 11       COMPATIBILITY AND PUBLIC NEED FOR THE

 12       CONSTRUCTION, MAINTENANCE, AND OPERATION OF A

 13       TELECOMMUNICATIONS FACILITY AND ASSOCIATED

 14       EQUIPMENT LOCATED AT 196 EAST HADDAM-COLCHESTER

 15       TURNPIKE, EAST HADDAM, CONNECTICUT, which was held

 16       before JOHN MORISSETTE, THE VICE CHAIR, on May 20,

 17       2025.

 18  

 19  

 20                      _________________________________

                         Robert G. Dixon, CVR-M 857

 21                      Notary Public

                         My Commission Expires:  6/30/2025

 22  

 23  

 24  

 25  
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 1                        (Begin:  2:00 p.m.)



 2



 3   THE VICE CHAIR:  Good afternoon, ladies and gentlemen.



 4        Can everyone hear me okay?



 5             Very good.  Thank you.



 6             This continued evidentiary hearing session is



 7        called to order this Tuesday, May 20, 2025, at 2



 8        p.m.  My name is John Morissette, Vice Chair of



 9        the Connecticut Siting Council.  I am filling in



10        for Chair Katz this afternoon.



11             If you haven't done so already, I ask that



12        everyone please mute their computer audio and/or



13        telephones now.



14             A copy of the prepared agenda is available on



15        the Council's website, along with the record of



16        this matter, the public hearing notice,



17        instructions for public access to this public



18        hearing, and the Council's citizen's guide to the



19        Siting Council's Procedures.



20             Other members of the Council are



21        Mr. Golembiewski, Mr. Nguyen, Mr. Carter,



22        Ms. Hall, Mr. Syme, and Mr. Lynch.  Members of the



23        staff are Executive Director Melanie Bachman,



24        Siting Analyst Ifeanyi Nwankwo, and Administrative



25        Support Lisa Fontaine.
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 1             This evidentiary session is a continuation of



 2        the public hearing held on April 25, 2025.  It is



 3        held pursuant to the provisions of Title 16 of the



 4        Connecticut General Statutes and of the Uniform



 5        Administrative Procedure Act upon an application



 6        from Homeland Towers, LLC, and Cellco Partnership



 7        d/b/a Verizon Wireless for a certificate of



 8        environmental compatibility and public need for



 9        the construction, maintenance, and operation of a



10        telecommunications facility and associated



11        equipment located at 196 East Haddam-Colchester



12        Turnpike in East Haddam, Connecticut.



13             A verbatim transcript will be made of this



14        hearing and deposited in the East Haddam Town



15        Clerk's office for the convenience of the public.



16             The Council will take a 10 to 15-minute break



17        at a convenient juncture around 3:30pm.



18             We'll now move to the continued appearance by



19        the Applicants.  In accordance with the Council's



20        April 25, 2025, continued evidentiary hearing



21        memo, we will continue with the appearance of the



22        Applicants, Homeland Towers, LLC, and Cellco



23        Partnership d/b/a Verizon Wireless to verify the



24        new exhibits marked as Roman numeral two, items B9



25        and 10 of the hearing program.
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 1             Good afternoon, Attorney Baldwin.



 2   ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  Good afternoon, Mr. Morissette.



 3        Thank you.



 4             Again, Kenneth Baldwin with Robinson & Cole



 5        on behalf of the Applicant, Homeland Towers and



 6        Cellco Partnership, doing business as Verizon



 7        Wireless.



 8             Our hearing panel today is the same as it was



 9        at the initial hearing.  So, I would just remind



10        our panel that they remain under oath in this



11        proceeding.



12   R A Y M O N D   V E R G A T I,



13   K I P   D i V I T O,



14   E L I Z A B E T H   G L I D D E N,



15   D A V I D   W E I N P A H L,



16   M A T T H E W    W.   A L L E N,



17   P E T E R   G I R A U D E A U,



18   M A R T I N   B R O G I E,



19   J O H N   H O S A K,



20   B R O O K S   T H A C K E R,



21             recalled as witnesses, having been previously



22             sworn, were examined and testified under oath



23             as follows:



24



25   ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  We have two additional exhibits to
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 1        offer that were offered last week, Mr. Morissette,



 2        as you stated, listed in the hearing program as



 3        Applicant's Exhibits 9 and 10.  They include what



 4        has been identified as late-file exhibits, which



 5        are the Applicant's responses to the homework



 6        assignments that we had at the end of the prior



 7        proceeding.



 8             And then item ten is a map.  Item ten is a



 9        map that was prepared also in response to some



10        conversations and comments the Council offered



11        with respect to a potential alternative location



12        for the tower site.



13             With that identification, I'll ask a



14        shortened version of our witness panel, did you



15        prepare or assist in the preparation of those two



16        new exhibits identified in the hearing program as



17        Exhibits 9, Applicant's Exhibits 9 and 10?



18             Mr. DiVito?



19   THE WITNESS (DiVito):  Yes.



20   ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  Mr. Vergati?



21   THE WITNESS (Vergati):  Yes.



22   ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  Mr. Weinpahl?



23   THE WITNESS (Weinpahl):  Yes.



24   ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  Mr. Allen?



25   THE WITNESS (Allen):  Yes.
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 1   ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  And do you have any corrections,



 2        modifications, or clarifications to offer to



 3        either of those two new exhibits?



 4             Mr. DiVito?



 5   THE WITNESS (DiVito):  No.



 6   ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  Mr. Weinpahl?



 7   THE WITNESS (Weinpahl):  No.



 8   ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  Mr. Allen?



 9   THE WITNESS (Allen):  No.



10   ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  Mr. Vergati?



11   THE WITNESS (Vergati):  No.



12   ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  And do you adopt the information



13        contained in those exhibits as your testimony in



14        this proceeding?



15             Mr. DiVito?



16   THE WITNESS (DiVito):  Yes.



17   ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  Mr. Weinpahl?



18   THE WITNESS (Weinpahl):  Yes.



19   ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  Mr. Allen?



20   THE WITNESS (Allen):  Yes.



21   ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  Mr. Vergati?



22   THE WITNESS (Vergati):  Yes.



23   ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  Mr. Morissette, I offer them as full



24        exhibits.



25   THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you, Attorney Baldwin.
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 1             Does any party or intervener object to the



 2        admission of the Applicant's new exhibits?



 3             Mr. Longobardi?



 4   STEPHEN LONGOBARDI:  No objection.



 5   THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you.



 6             Attorney McCann?



 7   ATTORNEY McCANN:  No, sir.  Thank you.



 8   THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you.  The exhibits are hereby



 9        admitted.



10             We will now continue with the



11        cross-examination of the Applicants by the



12        Longobardis.  Mr. Longobardi, please continue.



13   STEPHEN LONGOBARDI:  Okay.  I was talking about the



14        visual resource assessment.  One of the questions



15        I have is on page 7 of the visual resource



16        assessment, the VRA.  In the first paragraph you



17        state that photo simulations were developed,



18        superimposed, and rendered on a three-dimensional



19        computer model proposed facility into the base



20        photograph taken from each corresponding visual



21        receptor.



22             Am I correct in saying that there was no



23        receptor?  Or was there some other kind?



24   THE WITNESS (Allen):  This is Matthew Allen, Saratoga



25        Associates.
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 1             I'm sorry.  Could you repeat the question?



 2        I -- I'm not sure I understood.



 3   STEPHEN LONGOBARDI:  On page 7 of your VRA you state



 4        that you utilize a visual receptor.  Was there a



 5        type of visual receptor in your photos?



 6   THE WITNESS (Allen):  The visual receptor referred to



 7        is the -- if we take corresponding visual



 8        receptor, referring to the camera location, or the



 9        location the photo was taken.



10   STEPHEN LONGOBARDI:  Wouldn't that refer to a balloon



11        or a crane, or something that you could guide your



12        camera to?



13   THE WITNESS (Allen):  This is Matthew Allen again.



14             If you could bear with me just a while I find



15        that exact passage, and that word.



16   STEPHEN LONGOBARDI:  No problem.  The first paragraph,



17        page 7.



18   THE WITNESS (Allen):  Yeah, we're -- we are -- Matthew



19        Allen, Saratoga Associates.



20             We are referring to the location that the



21        photographer was taking -- was standing when the



22        photo was taken, not the subject of the



23        photograph, or not the tower itself.



24   STEPHEN LONGOBARDI:  So, it's not -- it basically



25        states, corresponding to a visual receptor.  Would
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 1        that not be a balloon, or an object to look at



 2        where the tower location was?



 3   THE WITNESS (Allen):  No, it would not.



 4             It's the inverse of that.



 5   STEPHEN LONGOBARDI:  Okay.  On page 3, on Bashan Lake



 6        you state that there are 70 properties that have a



 7        partial view of the facility.  Is that correct?



 8   THE WITNESS (Allen):  Matthew Allen, Saratoga



 9        Associates.



10             Yes.  It says approximately 70 properties.



11   STEPHEN LONGOBARDI:  Okay.  And you go on to state that



12        none of these properties within can fall or do



13        fall within a half mile of the facility.  So,



14        nobody within a half a mile of the facility can



15        see -- have the visibility of that.  Correct?



16   THE WITNESS (Allen):  That is correct.  Not to say



17        there are not residential properties within that



18        distance, but there are not residential properties



19        that fall within the identified viewshed area.



20   STEPHEN LONGOBARDI:  All right.  However, within your



21        assessment, you acknowledge that from Bailey Road,



22        which is within that half-mile radius, Number 22



23        does have visibility of that tower?



24   THE WITNESS (Allen):  Based on -- Matthew Allen,



25        Saratoga Associates.
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 1             Based on the viewshed analysis, there are



 2        very small, I'll use the term "keyhole views" or



 3        window views along Bailey Road, isolated views



 4        between gaps in trees.



 5   STEPHEN LONGOBARDI:  Okay.  In your VRA you state that



 6        Southwinds Road view was filtered.  Is there -- on



 7        one of your images there, I think it's number 18,



 8        do you have a corresponding photo of that that



 9        simulates where that tower would be from that



10        road?



11   THE WITNESS (Allen):  Matthew Allen, Saratoga



12        Associates.



13             No, we do not.



14   STEPHEN LONGOBARDI:  All right.  My next question is



15        for Homeland Towers.  How wide would the tower be



16        at its base?



17   THE WITNESS (Weinpahl):  Yes.  David Weinpahl, On Air



18        Engineering.



19             The base would be approximately four and a



20        half feet, between four, four and a half feet.



21   STEPHEN LONGOBARDI:  And how wide would the top section



22        be?  The typical --



23   THE WITNESS (Weinpahl):  David Weinpahl.



24             Typically, two.  Typically, two feet at the



25        top.
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 1   STEPHEN LONGOBARDI:  All right.  How wide are the



 2        platforms usually on that structure?



 3   THE WITNESS (Weinpahl):  David Weinpahl, On Air



 4        Engineering.



 5             Twelve-foot is typical for carrier platforms.



 6        We've shown that, I believe, in the plans for



 7        Verizon.



 8   STEPHEN LONGOBARDI:  This goes probably back to



 9        Homeland.  In question 59 from the pre-hearing



10        interrogatories you estimate the height of the



11        tree is between 70 and 80 feet.  Is that correct?



12   ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  Mr. Morissette, I think the response



13        speaks for itself, that that's exactly what the



14        response says.



15   STEPHEN LONGOBARDI:  All right.  So, if we average



16        that --



17   THE VICE CHAIR:  Please continue.



18   STEPHEN LONGOBARDI:  If we average that at 75, the



19        155-foot tower would be 80 feet above the trees.



20             Correct?



21   THE WITNESS (Allen):  Yeah.  Matthew Allen, Saratoga



22        Associates.



23             Mathematically?  Yes, but you have to factor



24        in visual perspective, the line of sight.



25   STEPHEN LONGOBARDI:  And with the 20-foot extension, it
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 1        would be 100-foot -- above the trees?



 2   THE WITNESS (Allen):  Matthew Allen.



 3             Again, mathematically that is correct, but



 4        that's not how line of sights work.



 5   STEPHEN LONGOBARDI:  I understand that.



 6             The FAA at this time is not requiring the



 7        tower to be marked or lit.  Correct?



 8   THE WITNESS (Vergati):  Ray Vergati, Homeland Towers.



 9             That is correct.  It's not required to be lit



10        or marked.



11   STEPHEN LONGOBARDI:  Was there any mention regarding



12        seaplanes landing and taking off on Bashan Lake



13        with the FAA?



14   THE WITNESS (Vergati):  Ray Vergati, Homeland Towers.



15             We simply run an FAA study.  They come back



16        and tell us if the site complies with the



17        guidelines, if it needs to be lit and marked, and



18        what height it can go up to without marking and



19        lighting.



20             I believe in this case -- and I'll double



21        check -- I think it can go up to 199.  I think we



22        also received a letter from the Connecticut



23        airports asking us to file an additional form,



24        which we did, and there were no FAA issues that



25        came back on the proposed facility.
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 1   STEPHEN LONGOBARDI:  Since those seaplanes take off in



 2        a north-to-south and south-to-north direction, is



 3        there anything preventing the FAA requesting the



 4        tower to be lit in the future?



 5   THE WITNESS (Vergati):  This is Ray Vergati.



 6             I can't speak for the FAA future plans, but



 7        right now they've come back and have stated that



 8        the tower does not need to be marked or lit.



 9   ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  Mr. Morissette, for the record I'll



10        just point to Applicant's Exhibit Number 6, which



11        is that FAA final determination.



12   STEPHEN LONGOBARDI:  Okay.



13   THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you.



14   STEPHEN LONGOBARDI:  This question is for the RF



15        engineers.  Can you provide propagation maps or a



16        map with all the frequencies on one sheet to find



17        out what the total coverage is?  Is that feasible?



18   THE WITNESS (DiVito):  This is Kip DiVito with Verizon



19        Wireless.



20             It is feasible.  We just don't often do that



21        because you get 700 frequency that would just



22        drown out all the others.



23   STEPHEN LONGOBARDI:  Okay.



24   THE VICE CHAIR:  At this point -- in the hearing we're



25        not accepting any more late files in this hearing.
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 1   STEPHEN LONGOBARDI:  Okay.



 2   THE VICE CHAIR:  We have enough information on the



 3        record to obtain frequency information.



 4             Thank you.



 5   STEPHEN LONGOBARDI:  Okay.  If this tower is approved,



 6        is there a possibility that Verizon will not



 7        develop the transfer station since it's only 1.38



 8        miles away?



 9   THE WITNESS (DiVito):  This is Kip DiVito with Verizon



10        Wireless.



11             No, we already have plans to move forward



12        with that site.



13   STEPHEN LONGOBARDI:  If you develop the transfer



14        station first, is it possible that the existing



15        search ring will change?



16   THE WITNESS (DiVito):  This is Kip DiVito with Verizon



17        Wireless.



18             No, it will not.



19   STEPHEN LONGOBARDI:  On the next question -- I don't



20        know if this is a town question.  The lot in front



21        that is the vacant lot that's been noted, will



22        that still be able to be developed as a home?



23   ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  Yeah.  Mr. Morissette, I'll -- not



24        to be dramatic, but I'll object.  I'm not sure



25        that anyone on our witness panel can address that
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 1        question.



 2   STEPHEN LONGOBARDI:  Yeah.  And like I said, I think



 3        that was a town question.  Sorry.



 4   THE VICE CHAIR:  Yes, I'd refer that to the Town,



 5        please.  Thank you.



 6   STEPHEN LONGOBARDI:  I think I'm all done with



 7        questions.



 8   THE VICE CHAIR:  Very good.  Thank you, Mr. Longobardi.



 9             We now have Attorney McCann cross-examine the



10        Applicant.  Attorney McCann?



11   ATTORNEY McCANN:  Thank you.  Good afternoon.  Brian



12        McCann of Zabel Schellenberg for the Town of East



13        Haddam.  Thank you for the opportunity.



14             My first question is regarding public



15        engagement.  The Town is obviously concerned that



16        the appropriate number of individuals were made



17        aware of the application and were able to voice



18        their concerns, if any.



19             And I was just curious if the panel had a



20        position as to whether a balloon test would have



21        been a more effective way to inform the public and



22        demonstrate the visual impact of the proposed



23        tower?



24   THE WITNESS (Allen):  Yes.  Matthew Allen, Saratoga



25        Associates.
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 1             From a public information perspective, a



 2        balloon would have provided opportunity for direct



 3        observation.  From a visual impact perspective or



 4        an analysis perspective, it is unnecessary given



 5        all the other technically accurate tools that are



 6        available for assessment.



 7             I -- I testified last time in some depth on



 8        how we use those technical tools.  I'm happy to



 9        answer more questions about that, if you like.



10   ATTORNEY McCANN:  No, no.  I listened to that.  Thank



11        you.



12             In the conclusory paragraph on your visual



13        assessment analysis you had said the potential



14        project visibility is not of a size or extent that



15        it would constitute an unacceptable magnitude, nor



16        does the facility affect a sufficient number of



17        public viewers or geographic area where the



18        facility can reasonably be deemed to be visually



19        important.



20             I'm just curious in the context of that, of



21        those two sentences, was it taken into account



22        that the Bashan Lake is a state-owned public



23        recreation property?



24   THE WITNESS (Allen):  Yes, it does, given that the --



25        Matthew Allen, Saratoga Associates.  I'm sorry.
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 1             Yes, the analysis does consider the lake



 2        surface.  The viewshed analysis identifies the



 3        geographic area on the lake where visibility would



 4        occur, and the nearest area of visibility on the



 5        lake, I believe, is very close to a mile away.



 6        Anything closer than a mile is screened by



 7        shoreline vegetation.



 8   ATTORNEY McCANN:  Okay.  And was there analysis as to



 9        how much of the lake approximately that that



10        encompasses at a greater distance than a mile from



11        the proposed tower?



12   THE WITNESS (Allen):  This is Matthew Allen.



13             Yeah, if I could take a moment to find that?



14        I -- I expect it does.



15             Yes.  Yeah, approximately 285 acres of Bashan



16        Lake would be -- of the surface of Bashan Lake



17        would be affected.  I'm sorry.  And also let me



18        clarify.  My report also says 501 acres within a



19        half a mile of the facility would be affected.



20             So, I'm sorry.  The number I was referring to



21        that I said was a mile, I was mistaken.  The



22        number is -- a half a mile is about where the



23        shoreline vegetation would screen the tower.



24   ATTORNEY McCANN:  Is that the third-to-last paragraph



25        of page 18 where it says from 253 acres of water
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 1        surface?



 2   THE WITNESS (Allen):  It's Matthew Allen.



 3             I'm sorry.  Could you repeat that?  You were



 4        breaking up just a little bit.



 5   ATTORNEY McCANN:  Oh, I'm sorry.  I was asking whether



 6        that analysis is summarized on the third-to-last



 7        paragraph on page 18 of the report where it says



 8        253 acres of water surface.



 9             So, more specifically the paragraph that's



10        labeled, visibility from Bashan Lake, Moodus



11        Reservoir, and Pickerel Lake.



12   THE WITNESS (Allen):  Yes.  Matthew Allen.



13             I think you're referring to page 8.  There's



14        a divider bar before the 8, so it's not 18.  It's



15        page 8.



16   ATTORNEY McCANN:  Oh, I'm sorry.



17   THE WITNESS (Allen):  That's okay.  Yeah, and it does



18        say, viewshed analysis indicates the facility



19        could be visible from 253 acres of water surface.



20        That would be the sum of Bashan Lake, Moodus



21        Reservoir, and Pickerel Lake.



22   ATTORNEY McCANN:  Thank you.



23             Was there a visual impact assessment



24        performed from the Laurel Cove area of the lake?



25   THE WITNESS (Allen):  And again, Matthew Allen.
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 1             Again, I'm sorry.  Could you repeat that?



 2        From what location on the lake?



 3   ATTORNEY McCANN:  From the Laurel Cove area of Bashan



 4        Lake.



 5   THE WITNESS (Allen):  I would ask for any assistance



 6        from my panel which is Laurel Cove?



 7             I believe that's --



 8   A VOICE:  Yes.



 9   THE WITNESS (Allen):  Yes, Matthew Allen.



10             The viewshed analysis, which is figure A-1 in



11        the visual impact assessment, the viewshed



12        analysis identifies the -- the water surface of



13        Bashan Lake that is affected, which includes the



14        Laurel Cove area.



15   A VOICE:  It does include.



16   THE WITNESS (Allen):  Yeah.  And there, there is also



17        an area on the western side of Laurel Cove that



18        would be screened by shoreline vegetation.  So,



19        that is unaffected and that's illustrated in



20        figure A-1.



21   ATTORNEY McCANN:  This question may be for Mr. Brogie.



22        Given the fact that the proposed tower is within



23        an upland review area, pursuant to the Town's



24        inland wetlands regulations, are there any wetland



25        impact mitigation measures proposed as part of the
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 1        application?



 2   THE WITNESS (Brogie):  Based on the as-built condition



 3        of the tower, as we testified the last time, we



 4        would not expect any -- certainly, no direct



 5        impacts to the wetlands.  And given the size of



 6        the tower base and how stormwater is basically



 7        managed in and around the tower, creating no



 8        runoff, we would not expect any impacts to the



 9        wetland.



10             We have provided some mitigation guidance for



11        during construction, as we did identify some



12        low-level amphibian activity in the -- in the



13        wetland area nearest to the tower.  And so, we



14        provided some documentation and protocols for



15        contractors to follow during construction to



16        mitigate any impacts to amphibians.



17   THE REPORTER:  May I have the name of the last witness?



18   THE WITNESS (Brogie):  Martin Brogie, for the record.



19             Apologies.



20   ATTORNEY McCANN:  Thank you.  And have any prudent and



21        feasible alternatives been examined?



22   THE WITNESS (Brogie):  Yes, we proposed an alternative



23        tower location which was submitted to the Council.



24             Martin Brogie.



25   ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  And for the Court Reporter, that
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 1        Mr. Brogie is referring to Applicant's Exhibit 10.



 2   ATTORNEY McCANN:  The next question is, I heard some



 3        testimony in the last hearing that there, there



 4        will be certain portions of Route 149 that will



 5        still have dead zones carriers with inadequate



 6        service even after the submission of this instant



 7        proposed tower.



 8             Therefore, can we assume that additional



 9        towers will be necessary to the west of the



10        proposed tower?



11   THE WITNESS (DiVito):  This is Kip DiVito with Verizon



12        Wireless.



13             As always, we would move forward with our



14        current plan for our network and then conduct more



15        testing on the network after to consider what



16        would be needed.



17   ATTORNEY McCANN:  Okay.



18   THE WITNESS (DiVito):  So, I don't -- I'm not going to



19        assume that.



20   ATTORNEY McCANN:  Can you confirm, though, that there



21        will be even -- after the installation of this



22        tower, there will be what I'm calling dead zones



23        around/along the 149 corridor?



24   THE WITNESS (DiVito):  This is Kip DiVito with Verizon



25        Wireless.
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 1             I -- I believe there's going to be areas of



 2        service that will not have reliable in-building or



 3        in-vehicle service.



 4   ATTORNEY McCANN:  Okay.  I heard some testimony during



 5        the last hearing about RF overlaps and that there



 6        can be problems associated with RF overlaps.



 7             Did I hear that correctly?



 8   THE WITNESS (DiVito):  This is Kip DiVito with Verizon



 9        Wireless.



10             There can be.  It causes interference, so



11        that's why once sites get built and on air we do



12        testing to make sure that we mitigate that



13        interference.  You might draw back a sector so



14        you're covering less of an area, or maybe you



15        don't need to do that, but it -- it is possible.



16   ATTORNEY McCANN:  Okay.  So my follow-up question then



17        is, if we assume that there will be an additional



18        tower necessary for portions of Route 149, will



19        there then be a potential for RF overlap from the



20        instant tower?



21   THE WITNESS (DiVito):  So, this is Kip DiVito with



22        Verizon Wireless.



23             So again, after we move forward with our plan



24        if, you know, granted, we would do testing.  We



25        might not put up a tower.  You might need small
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 1        cells.  It's -- we don't want to cause



 2        interference, so we're not going to assume that we



 3        would have to build another tower.



 4   ATTORNEY McCANN:  Okay.  Would any part of that



 5        analysis potentially conclude to a tower of lesser



 6        height or magnitude at the current location?



 7   THE WITNESS (DiVito):  This is Kip DiVito with Verizon



 8        Wireless.



 9             No, I mean -- so, for a few reasons, if we



10        were to reduce our current tower, we would reduce



11        the amount of in-building and in-vehicle coverage



12        area greatly.  Second of all, we reduce our



13        ability to hand off for sure with our on-air site



14        that is East Haddam two, which is the American



15        Legion's building.  It's on a light pole.  It's, I



16        believe, 89 feet.



17             So, it's -- building a smaller tower here



18        would just lessen the ability to cover Route 149,



19        produce a larger gap.  And then you -- you would



20        reduce the ability to hand off north and south to



21        our proposed sites, but approval to move forward



22        with sites and that transfer station and Mount



23        Parnassus Road.



24             So, from an RF perspective, the current



25        height we have right now is exactly what we need.
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 1   ATTORNEY McCANN:  Thank you.



 2             I'm curious if any consideration regarding



 3        the design or siting of the instant tower, if any



 4        consideration was given to the local zoning code.



 5        Specifically, within that zoning code for the Town



 6        of East Haddam is that the location standards,



 7        locations in order of preference for facilities on



 8        existing or approved towers, number one; within



 9        existing structures, number two; on existing



10        structures, number three; non-sensitive areas,



11        number four; in sensitive areas with low visual



12        impact, number five; or in sensitive areas with



13        high visual impacts with mitigation, number six.



14             Was there any consideration given to similar



15        factors in this application?



16   THE WITNESS (Vergati):  This is Ray Vergati, Homeland



17        Towers.



18             We certainly try to look at local zoning regs



19        when siting these towers.  It's -- it's a delicate



20        balance.  You know, I think the first few that you



21        just listed, from a preference standpoint from the



22        Town -- many towns, is to find a suitable



23        structure, be it a water tank, transmission pole,



24        an existing tower, a billboard, a rooftop, and



25        that's what the carriers always look for.
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 1        Obviously, if there's an existing structure with



 2        adequate height that performs for the carrier and



 3        provides relief on the coverage gaps, then that's



 4        where they'll go.



 5             In this particular area of East Haddam there



 6        are no existing structures with adequate height,



 7        i.e., again, water tanks, transmission poles,



 8        existing towers, and so forth.  So, you have to



 9        find a raw land site.  It's a delicate -- when I



10        say by raw land, you have to build a tower.



11             So, it's a balance of -- of working with the



12        engineer, working with the terrain.  You don't



13        want to build it in a hole where it's not going to



14        perform well.  So, we take into consideration a



15        number of factors in trying to site the tower



16        that's going to be the best location, both for



17        Verizon and the community and for public safety,



18        for aesthetics, for environmental, and so forth.



19   ATTORNEY McCANN:  For several of the alternative sites



20        investigated in this site search summary by



21        Homeland the summary of outreach to owners states,



22        the owner did not respond with interest in



23        pursuing a lease with either Homeland Towers or



24        Verizon.



25             I'm curious on two things; number one, if
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 1        that was sort of the end of the inquiry, or if --



 2        if other additional contact efforts were made; and



 3        also, just sort of generally, whether any of those



 4        sites were deemed more -- were deemed, you know,



 5        preferable or a better alternative, but not



 6        explored because of that response that -- the lack



 7        of response that I just cited?



 8   THE WITNESS (Vergati):  Ray Vergati, Homeland Towers.



 9             We send out letters, obviously, to the



10        homeowners via certified and regular mailings.



11        Both Verizon did this as well as Homeland Towers.



12        When we don't receive a response back from a



13        landlord from the multiple letters that go out to



14        the area, we take it as a non-interest.



15             We try to work with interested landlords.  We



16        try to work with sites that we feel, again, are



17        going to be the best location to site a tower with



18        the least visual environmental impact to an area,



19        again looking at the terrain, working with the



20        engineers for the network design, making sure the



21        gap is filled and remedied by a tower.



22   ATTORNEY McCANN:  Okay.  And I guess my followup to



23        that was, if any of those alternate property



24        owners did respond, or there, you know, there were



25        different facts regarding their response, was it
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 1        deemed that any of those towers would have been



 2        comparable or even more preferred than the instant



 3        site?



 4   THE WITNESS (Vergati):  So again, Ray Vergati, Homeland



 5        Towers.



 6             I can tell you from my site search summary



 7        from the exhibit that there were some property



 8        owners that did respond with interest.  And they



 9        were certainly vetted and looked at.



10             As an example, I think it's Birch Acres, LLC,



11        was one of the properties on Alger Road, and I had



12        met with the property owners, and on two or three



13        occasions walked the property.  The property has



14        major wetlands.  It has frontage on Bashan Lake.



15        We have a house directly across the street, and it



16        was very limited where we can site the tower.



17             So, even though I had an interested landlord



18        willing to sign a lease with Homeland Towers, we



19        did not pursue it because we felt that, A, we had



20        a house, I believe it may have been 300 feet



21        directly across the street.  And I had a major



22        wetland coming through the property, a stream



23        leading into Bashan Lake, and we didn't want to



24        cross that stream to site the tower.



25   ATTORNEY McCANN:  Thank you.
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 1             Lastly, I posed a question from my client



 2        directly to Attorney Baldwin.  And I don't know if



 3        anyone can speak to this, but we asked the



 4        Applicant through counsel if they could respond to



 5        analysis, a hypothetical analysis if the tower



 6        were sited at 120 feet.



 7             Attorney Baldwin, can someone speak to that



 8        from the panel?



 9   THE WITNESS (DiVito):  Yes, this is Kip DiVito with



10        Verizon Wireless.



11             We did look at that, and I still stand by my



12        previous statement about reducing the tower height



13        and the coverage issues that that would cause, the



14        handoff issues that that would cause.  And just in



15        general, building a smaller tower reduces the, you



16        know, co-locatability of it.



17             So that, the height we're at right now is



18        what we need for the coverage needs in the area



19        both in-home and in-vehicle reliability.



20   ATTORNEY McCANN:  Okay.  Thank you, all.  That's all I



21        have.  I appreciate the responses.



22   THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you, Attorney McCann.



23             We'll now continue with cross-examination of



24        the Applicant on the new exhibits by the Council,



25        starting with Mr. Nwankwo, followed by
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 1        Mr. Golembiewski.  Mr. Nwankwo, Good afternoon.



 2   MR. NWANKWO:  Good afternoon.  Thank you, Mr. Vice



 3        Chair.



 4             I'd like to refer to attachment A, which is



 5        part of the Applicant's response to council



 6        interrogatory number 55.  My question is, what is



 7        the distance of the Snell-Talbot Preserve from the



 8        proposed tower?



 9   ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  I'm sorry, Mr. Nwankwo.  You said



10        question 55?



11   MR. NWANKWO:  Yes, council interrogatory number 55.



12



13                             (Pause.)



14



15   THE WITNESS (Allen):  What was the name of the



16        preserve?



17   ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  Could --



18   MR. NWANKWO:  I believe the response was attachment



19        one, which is just a revised viewshed map.



20   ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  To the interrogatories?



21   MR. NWANKWO:  Yes.



22             The viewshed map does show two preserves, the



23        Bloch Preserve and the Snell-Talbot Preserve.



24   THE WITNESS (Allen):  What interrogatory number was it?



25   ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  Fifty-five.
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 1   THE WITNESS (Allen):  Yes, Matthew Allen, Saratoga



 2        Associates.



 3             The distance from the tower to the nearest



 4        point on the Snell-Talbot Preserve, I don't have



 5        an exact dimension, but using the one-half-mile



 6        radius ring it appears to be less than a quarter



 7        mile to the nearest point in the Snell-Talbot



 8        Preserve.



 9   MR. NWANKWO:  Thank you.



10             Would the tower be visible from that, from



11        that preserve?



12   THE WITNESS (Allen):  Matthew Allen.



13             The viewshed map indicates that it would be



14        screened by intervening vegetation.  I find no



15        areas of visibility based on viewshed analysis in



16        the Snell-Talbot Preserve.



17   MR. NWANKWO:  Thank you.



18             Also, in looking at the visual assessment



19        report, several photo locations are labeled as



20        filtered.  Could you define what filtered means?



21   THE WITNESS (Allen):  Yes, filtered means -- Matthew



22        Allen.



23             Filtered means that visibility may be



24        possible through intervening tree trunks and



25        branches in a seasonal leaf-off condition.  Such
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 1        visibility would likely be fully screened during a



 2        summer leaf-on condition.



 3   MR. NWANKWO:  Thank you for that.



 4             Based on that, I'm wondering why, other than



 5        photos 5 and 15, the photo sims were not shown at



 6        any of the other filtered photo locations?



 7   THE WITNESS (Allen):  Yes.  Matthew Allen.



 8             The locations for photo simulations were



 9        selected to provide representative -- to



10        illustrate representative views, not to be fully



11        comprehensive of all photographs taken.



12   MR. NWANKWO:  Thank you.



13             Could the Applicant summarily compare the



14        photo simulations provided in the visual



15        assessment report with the balloon float pictures



16        provided by Mr. Longobardi?



17   THE WITNESS (Allen):  Yes.  Matthew Allen.



18             Let me just pull out -- yes, I have looked at



19        Mr. Longobardi's photographs.  I have a number of



20        questions in order to fully understand the



21        photographs taken of the balloon.



22             Yeah, some of the questions I have were --



23        that was not provided were the exact latitude and



24        longitude where the balloon was flown, the -- the



25        exact ground elevation of where the balloon was
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 1        flown, the height of the balloon; and concerning



 2        the photographs themselves, the exact location



 3        where the photographs were taken, latitude and



 4        longitude, elevation, and importantly, the focal



 5        length of the -- the photographs.



 6             In comparing Mr. Longobardi's photographs



 7        with the photographs that are in the visual



 8        assessment, I have no reason to believe that they



 9        are, you know, in any way inaccurate, but for the



10        questions that I have just to confirm the degree



11        of visibility.



12             But what I find in looking at comparing



13        Mr. Longobardi's photographs with the photographs



14        in the visual assessment report, I find a great



15        deal of consistency in -- in almost all of the



16        photographs.



17   MR. NWANKWO:  Thank you.



18             I would like to refer to the supplemental



19        information identified as Exhibit 10.  Would this



20        revised location impact Cellco's coverage



21        objectives?



22   THE WITNESS (DiVito):  This is Kip DiVito with Verizon



23        Wireless.



24             No, it will not.



25   MR. NWANKWO:  Thank you.
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 1             Would this revised location also impact



 2        radiofrequency emissions?



 3   THE WITNESS (DiVito):  This is Kip DiVito with Verizon



 4        Wireless.



 5             No.



 6   MR. NWANKWO:  In addition to that, would the revised



 7        location impact the number of trees that will be



 8        required to be cleared?



 9   THE WITNESS (Weinpahl):  Yes.  David Weinpahl, On Air



10        Engineering.



11             The early estimate is the tree quantity would



12        maybe jump up to around 25.  For removal, that



13        area has not been surveyed to date yet in detail,



14        so that that amount could vary after -- it should



15        be going in another direction in this area with



16        tree locations and sizes.  We could also shape our



17        compound accordingly to perhaps save some of the



18        larger trees that might be up in that area.



19             But tree quantity was originally 17.  We're



20        now projecting maybe 25 for the alternate.



21   MR. NWANKWO:  Thank you.



22             How would this revised location affect the



23        size of the total area of disturbance?



24   THE WITNESS (Weinpahl):  Yes.  David Weinpahl, On Air



25        Engineering.
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 1             I think we have -- we didn't run the full



 2        calculations on it, but it would be reduced



 3        slightly.  We've been able to shift the tower into



 4        the center of the compound here.  We previously



 5        had a limit of disturbance approximately 20 feet



 6        from the central wetland, which could now be



 7        approximately 60 feet in this alternate location.



 8             Additionally, previously we had a 40-foot



 9        setback from that same wetland to the compound



10        corner, and as previously testified and as noted



11        in this exhibit, that could be 80 feet now with



12        the compound corner to that wetland.



13   MR. NWANKWO:  Thank you.



14             So, does that mean the total LOD would



15        increase or decrease?



16   THE WITNESS (Weinpahl):  David Weinpahl, On Air



17        Engineering.



18             It would be similar, a similar size.



19   MR. NWANKWO:  Thank you.



20             Also referencing the revised location, would



21        operational noise levels at the property line



22        still be compliant with state standards?



23   THE WITNESS (Weinpahl):  Yes.  David Weinpahl, On Air



24        Engineering.



25             Yes, they would.
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 1   MR. NWANKWO:  Thank you.



 2             And lastly, would the yield point on the



 3        tower affect the feasibility of a future tower



 4        extension?



 5   THE WITNESS (Weinpahl):  Yes.  David Weinpahl, On Air



 6        Engineering.



 7             No, I don't believe that would be an issue



 8        with the yield point design in -- in either



 9        location.



10   MR. NWANKWO:  So, just to be clear, if a yield point is



11        installed, it doesn't inhibit future tower



12        extensions?



13   THE WITNESS (Weinpahl):  Yes.  David Weinpahl, On Air



14        Engineering.



15             The yield point could be designed in a number



16        of ways considering a future extension or not



17        considering it, depending on what the Council



18        prefers.  The manufacturer is able to design these



19        multiple ways.  For either of the locations it



20        wouldn't have an impact.



21   MR. NWANKWO:  Thank you.  Thank you, Mr. Vice Chair.



22        That will be all my questions.



23   THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you, Mr. Nwankwo.



24             We'll now continue with cross-examination of



25        the Applicant by Mr. Nguyen, followed by
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 1        Mr. Carter.  Mr. Nguyen, good afternoon.



 2   MR. NGUYEN:  Good afternoon, Vice Chair Morissette.



 3             I do not have any questions from the



 4        late-filed exhibits.  Thank you.



 5   THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you, Mr. Nguyen.



 6             We'll now continue with cross-examination by



 7        Mr. Carter, followed by Ms. Hall.  Mr. Carter,



 8        good afternoon.



 9   MR. CARTER:  Good afternoon, Vice Chair Morissette.



10             I actually do not have any further questions



11        based on the late files.  So, thank you.



12   THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you, Mr. Carter.



13             We'll now continue with cross-examination by



14        Ms. Hall, followed by Mr. Lynch.  Ms. Hall, good



15        afternoon.



16   MS. HALL:  Good afternoon.



17             I too have no further questions on the



18        late-filed exhibits.



19   THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you, Ms. Hall.



20             We'll now continue with cross-examination by



21        Mr. Lynch, followed by myself.  Mr. Lynch, good



22        afternoon.



23   MR. LYNCH:  Good afternoon, Mr. Morissette.



24             I just have one question that is a clarifying



25        question, and that is on the tower's yield point.
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 1        Have you ever heard of a monopole, not a lattice



 2        tower, collapsing on itself or with a yield point?



 3   THE WITNESS (Weinpahl):  Yeah.  David Weinpahl, On Air



 4        Engineering.



 5             I have not heard of a tower collapsing upon



 6        itself with a yield point.  I'm not aware of or



 7        have no knowledge of -- of that, despite that



 8        being inherently in some of the designs that the



 9        tower manufacturers have put forth.



10   MR. LYNCH:  Thank you for that answer.



11             You have verified something that I thought



12        for a long time, you know, about yield points.



13        So, thank you very much.



14             Those are my questions, Mr. Morissette.



15   THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you, Mr. Lynch.



16             First of all, I'd like to start off by saying



17        for the record, the questioning I had about



18        coverage during our last hearing, I did have the



19        opportunity to look at section 16, and I now



20        understand the additional coverage from the



21        transfer station.  So thank you, everyone, for



22        your patience in that regard.



23             I do have a follow-up question on the



24        interrogatory or the late-filed responses.  The



25        first one has to do with question one.  Now, the
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 1        dropped-call level that you're trying to get to is



 2        .6 percent.  And I noticed in the interrogatory



 3        they were in the 2 -- 2 and a half, 2 percent.



 4             So, by adding this facility, do you think



 5        you're going to get down to .6?  Or is it even



 6        something lower?



 7   THE WITNESS (DiVito):  This is Kip DiVito with Verizon



 8        Wireless.



 9             I can't really say that we should get down to



10        that on all these sectors.  These, these numbers



11        that were -- that we submitted, they were given to



12        us by our system performance engineers.  That's



13        really -- their role on this network is to monitor



14        these key performance issues.  And, you know, .6



15        is our goal for a market-wide thing, or, you know,



16        KPI.



17             So, our goal is, of course, with this site



18        and the other sites that we -- we've looked at and



19        have plans for is to get these sectors that we've



20        listed here, which do feed into this area, down to



21        .6 percent or below call-drop percentage.  But



22        again, it -- a network is always evolving and



23        growing, and we -- we design and then we test.



24   THE VICE CHAIR:  Okay.  Well, just for my education



25        here -- so for example, Haddam, Connecticut is
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 1        2.92.  Is that a large jump from going from 2.92



 2        down to .6?



 3   THE WITNESS (DiVito):  This is Kip DiVito with Verizon



 4        Wireless.



 5             I believe it is.  Again, this is its -- it's



 6        not my role at Verizon to look at these numbers on



 7        a daily basis like our system performance does,



 8        but I can say that Haddam there, that's -- that's



 9        a pretty faraway site across the river that's



10        extending it, overextending itself into the area.



11             So, that would be this -- this proposed site



12        would be extremely beneficial to pull that, give



13        that site a chance to be pulled back in, better



14        serving the people in Haddam as well.



15   THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you.



16             I was trying to get a feel for how



17        significant the change that you're trying to



18        achieve is, and I'm interpreting that that's a



19        pretty sizable drop to get to .6 for the Haddam,



20        Connecticut facility -- but thank you for that



21        information.



22             The new proposed location, do you support the



23        new location?  Or do you prefer the old location?



24   THE WITNESS (Vergati):  This is Ray Vergati, Homeland



25        Towers.
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 1             From Homeland's perspective, they're kind of



 2        apples to apples in a sense.  We're talking about



 3        logistically a 40-foot move.  I think the -- the



 4        proposed location versus the alternate location,



 5        each has some slight advantages or disadvantages.



 6        What I would tell you, the proposed location is



 7        set further back from the East Haddam-Colchester,



 8        Turnpike, however the limit of disturbance is



 9        closer to the low-functioning wetland there,



10        roughly 20 feet away.



11             The alternate location that's further north



12        on the property, I think we've shifted the tower



13        roughly 65 feet.  We have some ledge to contend



14        with there, but we're further from the wetlands.



15        So again, each site has its advantage or



16        disadvantage.  I will say from a ground elevation,



17        they're both 451, 451 and a half.  So, there's no



18        difference from that perspective.



19             I have a willing landlord that is -- is open



20        to the alternate location, so that's not an issue



21        for us.  So, I would basically say that from our



22        preference, we don't have a preference.  We'll go



23        either way should the Council deem to approve



24        the -- the docket.



25   THE VICE CHAIR:  Okay.  Very good.  Thank you.
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 1             My last question has to do -- we received a



 2        comment from a resident in East Haddam and he was



 3        talking about the deed restriction to the East



 4        Haddam Land Trust and Mr. Brownell's property.



 5             Is there a deed restriction associated with



 6        this property?



 7   THE WITNESS (Vergati):  This is Ray Vergati, Homeland



 8        Towers.



 9             There's no deed restriction on the subject



10        parcel, which is 196 East Haddam-Colchester



11        Turnpike where the tower is proposed.



12             The -- the abutting parcel, which I believe



13        you're talking about, which is the Brownell



14        Preserve, I believe that that property has been



15        deeded to the land trust for future, you know,



16        non-development.  It does not affect the subject



17        parcel.  It does not affect our access.  It does



18        not affect us whatsoever.



19   THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you for that clarification.



20             Okay.  That concludes my cross-examination



21        for this afternoon.  We will now move on to the



22        appearance by Stephen and CindyAnn Longobardi.



23        Will the party present its witness panel for the



24        purpose of taking the oath, and we'll have



25        Attorney Bachman administer the oath.
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 1             Stephan and Cindy-Ann, please?



 2   STEPHEN LONGOBARDI:  Stephen.



 3   THE VICE CHAIR:  Is CindyAnn also going to participate?



 4   STEPHEN LONGOBARDI:  No, not at this time.



 5   THE VICE CHAIR:  Okay.  Attorney Bachman, please



 6        administer the oath.



 7   ATTORNEY BACHMAN:  Thank you, Mr. Morissette.



 8             Mr. Longobardi, could you please raise your



 9        right hand?



10   S T E P H E N    L O N G O B A R D I,



11             called as a witness, being sworn by



12             THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, was examined and



13             testified under oath as follows:



14



15   ATTORNEY BACHMAN:  Thank you.



16   THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you, Attorney Bachman.



17             We'll now verify Mr. Longobardi's exhibits.



18        Stephen Longobardi, you have offered the exhibits



19        listed under the hearing program as Roman numeral



20        3B, 1 through 3, for identification purposes.



21             Is there any objection to making these



22        exhibits for identification purposes only at this



23        time?



24   THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  No.



25   THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you.  Stephen Longobardi, did
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 1        you prepare or assist in the preparation of



 2        Exhibit 3B, 1 through 3?



 3   THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  Yes.  I'm assuming you are



 4        referring to the photos.  That was the number for



 5        it?



 6   THE VICE CHAIR:  No, there's three exhibits; the



 7        request for party status, the pre-filed testimony,



 8        and visual assessment, one, two, and three.



 9   THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  Yes.  Yes, it was me.



10   THE VICE CHAIR:  Great.  Thank you.



11             Do you have any additions, clarifications,



12        deletions, or modification to these documents?



13   THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  I do not.



14   THE VICE CHAIR:  Are these exhibits true and accurate



15        to the best of your knowledge?



16   THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  Yes, they are.



17   THE VICE CHAIR:  Do you offer these exhibits as your



18        testimony here today?



19   THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  Yes.



20   THE VICE CHAIR:  And do you offer these as full



21        exhibits?



22   THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  Yes.



23   THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you.



24             Does any party object to the admission of



25        Stephan Longobardi's exhibits?  Attorney Baldwin?
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 1   ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  Mr. Morissette, I don't have an



 2        objection.  I just want to point out we didn't



 3        receive the photographs until yesterday, the day



 4        before the continuation of the hearing.



 5             But with that noted in the record, I have no



 6        objection.



 7   THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you, Attorney Baldwin.



 8             Attorney McCann?



 9   ATTORNEY McCANN:  No objection, Mr. Morissette.



10   THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you.



11             The exhibits are hereby admitted.



12             We will now begin with cross-examination of



13        Stephen Longobardi by the Council, starting with



14        Mr. Nwankwo, followed by Mr. Nguyen.  Mr. Nwankwo?



15   MR. NWANKWO:  Thank you, Mr. Vice Chair.



16             My first question, what alternative sites did



17        you suggest during the municipal consultation?



18   THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  I'm sorry.  Can you say that



19        again?



20   MR. NWANKWO:  What alternative sites did you suggest



21        during the municipal consultation?



22   THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  I did not.



23   MR. NWANKWO:  Okay.  Thank you.



24   THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  Besides the transfer



25        station.
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 1   MR. NWANKWO:  Thank you for that.



 2             What alternatives to a new tower do you



 3        believe are feasible for Verizon's coverage



 4        objectives?



 5   THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  The only thing that I was



 6        basing my alternatives on was distances between



 7        towers, and that would be between the transfer



 8        station and the new Mount Parnassus site.  I did



 9        not think it was necessary since there's an



10        overlap between these two sites.



11   MR. NWANKWO:  Thank you.



12             I have a few questions on the balloon float.



13        When was the balloon float done, and for how long



14        was the balloon up?



15   THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  I believe it was April 14th,



16        from 9:30 to 11:30.



17   MR. NWANKWO:  To what height was the balloon raised?



18   THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  Raised to 155 feet.



19   MR. NWANKWO:  Thank you.



20             Was it flown from the center of the proposed



21        tower location?



22   THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  I didn't want to trespass,



23        so we were on the property line 25 feet west of



24        the compound on the Brownell property.



25   MR. NWANKWO:  Thank you.
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 1             Could you provide any information on what



 2        type of camera was used to acquire the pictures?



 3        For example, the megapixels, the lens, the camera



 4        model, the lens setting?



 5   THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  Yes, sir.  The camera was a



 6        Nikon P900, at 55 millimeter.



 7   MR. NWANKWO:  Thank you.



 8             Would you have any preference for any stealth



 9        tower design options or camouflaging, and also



10        landscaping for the compound or the compound



11        enclosure?



12   THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  No, not at this time.



13   MR. NWANKWO:  Thank you.  That will be all my



14        questions, Mr. Vice Chair.



15   THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you, Mr. Nwankwo.  We'll now



16        continue the cross-examination by Mr. Nguyen,



17        followed by Mr. Carter.  Mr. Nguyen?



18   MR. NGUYEN:  Thank you, Vice Chair Morissette.



19             Yeah, Mr. Longobardi, I appreciate your



20        participation in this proceeding.  Just a quick



21        question for you, and that is with respect to the



22        proposed location and the -- just introduced to



23        the alternative location.



24             I'm just curious regarding your thoughts.



25        What would you prefer in terms of the location?
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 1   THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  It -- it's not going to



 2        affect me.  We would drive -- that's our driveway.



 3        We drive by it every day.  Moving it closer to



 4        East Haddam-Colchester Turnpike gets it farther



 5        away from the wetlands, but I don't know how many



 6        trees they'll have to take down to move it closer



 7        to there.



 8   MR. NGUYEN:  Okay.  And that's all.  Thank you.  And



 9        that's all I have, Mr. Morissette.



10   THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you, Mr. Nguyen.



11             We'll now continue with cross-examination by



12        Mr. Carter, followed by Ms. Hall.  Mr. Carter?



13   MR. CARTER:  Thank you, Mr. Vice Chair, and thank you,



14        Mr. Longobardi, for joining us and participating.



15             I'm not going to take up too much time.  I



16        just want to look at your pre-filed testimony, and



17        I was just wondering if you could elaborate a bit



18        on question six, which was participating in the



19        Town's municipal review.



20   THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  I'm sorry.  Could you ask --



21        could you repeat that question, please?



22   MR. CARTER:  Sure.  I just wanted to get some more



23        detail about question six from your pre-filed



24        testimony, which was about your role in the Town's



25        municipal review.
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 1   THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  Okay.  Yeah, I -- I did go



 2        to that meeting.  Mr. Vergati and Mr. Baldwin were



 3        there making their presentation.  There was quite



 4        a few people in the room.  I don't know if enough



 5        people were notified.



 6             A lot of the people around the lake are



 7        seasonal, so that's -- that's a disadvantage for



 8        us.  I know they followed up with answers to the



 9        questions as best they could.  I don't think they



10        eliminated any that were asked.  Obviously, it's



11        very visible from the lake, especially by -- by



12        the LiDAR notation.  So, people were -- were



13        visually upset.



14   MR. CARTER:  Thank you.



15             And Vice Chair, that is all that I have.  So,



16        thank you.



17   THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you, Mr. Carter.



18             We'll now continue with cross-examination by



19        Ms. Hall, followed by Mr. Lynch.  Ms. Hall?



20   MS. HALL:  Thank you.



21             I was intrigued by the reference earlier



22        today to seaplanes.  Do you know how many



23        seaplanes there might be on Bashan Lake?



24   THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  I do not.



25   MS. HALL:  But are you aware that there are some?
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 1   THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  Absolutely.  They fly right



 2        over our house.  We're on the north end of the



 3        lake.



 4   MS. HALL:  Okay.  And would these be people who keep



 5        their planes on the lake and, therefore, are



 6        pretty familiar with it?



 7   THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  Not to my knowledge, no.



 8   MS. HALL:  Okay.  All right.  That's all the questions



 9        I have.  Thank you.



10   THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you, Ms. Hall.



11             We'll now continue with cross-examination by



12        Mr. Lynch, followed by myself.  Mr. Lynch?



13   MR. LYNCH:  No questions, Mr. Morissette.



14   THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you, Mr. Lynch.



15             Mr. Longobardi, I wanted to go to your



16        balloon pictures.



17   THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  Okay.



18   THE VICE CHAIR:  Is there anything in particular that



19        you want to point out here for the Council?



20   THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  It's obvious that I don't



21        see it from my house unless I'm on the lake, but



22        the people right on East Haddam-Colchester, their



23        statement from Mr. Allen said that they will not



24        see it.  I find that hard to believe.



25             That is -- they're looking out their front
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 1        window.  197 East Haddam-Colchester is absolutely



 2        right across the street from that site.  And I



 3        know there's trees to hide it, but that is a wide



 4        structure.  It's exactly vertical, and there's



 5        going to be racks on the top.



 6             When you're coming down Falls Bashan Road,



 7        you're going to pick that up immediately.  It's



 8        going to be in the center of the road -- looking



 9        right at it.  So, their houses are right on that



10        end.



11             Sure, I'll see it when I drive by it in the



12        morning and at night, but these people are --



13        that's going to affect the value of their homes.



14        It's right outside their house.



15   THE VICE CHAIR:  I take it you're referring to photo



16        number two and three?



17   THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  Correct.



18   THE VICE CHAIR:  Okay.  Anything else?



19   THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  No.



20             There was -- there was two photos that, on



21        their LiDAR, it shows that the east side and the



22        south end of the lake are most affected, but they



23        did not take any pictures from that end of the



24        lake, and that was the Laurel Cove photo that I



25        provided from that beach area, Laurel Cove Road.
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 1             Now, it's -- it's a distance away, but



 2        it's -- it will be very visible from that end of



 3        the lake.



 4   THE VICE CHAIR:  And which photo is that?



 5   THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  Toward the end where it



 6        says, Laurel Cove Road, southwest end of Bashan



 7        Lake.



 8   THE VICE CHAIR:  Gotcha.  Okay.



 9   THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  And I believe that's a



10        little more than a mile away.



11   THE VICE CHAIR:  Very good.  Okay.  Anything else while



12        we have the opportunity?



13   THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  No, I think I've -- I've



14        done enough.



15   THE VICE CHAIR:  Very good.



16   THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  I've done what I could do.



17   THE VICE CHAIR:  Very good.  Well, we appreciate you



18        coming out and testifying this afternoon.



19             So, we'll now continue the cross-examination



20        by Attorney Baldwin.  Attorney Baldwin?



21   ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  Thank you, Mr. Morissette.



22             A couple of questions all regarding the



23        photographs, just for clarification.



24        Mr. Longobardi, do you know what the ground



25        elevation was at the location where the balloon
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 1        was flown?



 2   THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  Well, based on your plan,



 3        based on being on the property line 25 feet from



 4        the compound, I think that was a little more than



 5        5 feet lower than the tower site.



 6   ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  Okay.  And according to



 7        WeatherUnderground.com, the winds that day were



 8        between seven and eleven miles an hour.



 9             Is that consistent with your recollection?



10   THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  Well, when we started, it



11        was six.  It was supposed to go to eight.  And



12        yes, it went up to eleven.



13             At about 11:30, the balloon popped as it was



14        moving.



15   ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  We know from that experience.  Thank



16        you.



17             Just for some clarification, you referred to



18        the first, second, and third photographs.  They



19        are taken from East Haddam-Colchester Road, and



20        you said compared to photo one, visible.  The next



21        one is from Falls Bashan Road compared to photo



22        three, visible -- I'm sorry, that's the third



23        photograph.



24             And then the second photograph, Falls Bashan



25        Road, number five -- that's a property address, by
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 1        the way.  Number five is the property address on



 2        Bashan Lake Road?



 3   THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  Correct.



 4   ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  Okay.  And then you said photo



 5        number two, visible.  But these are all photos



 6        where the balloon is shown in and amongst the



 7        trees.  The balloon does not eclipse the top of



 8        the trees from those locations.  Correct?



 9   THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  Correct.  Well -- correct.



10   ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  Okay.  On several of these



11        photographs there's a green arrow directed toward



12        the balloon.  Some of the photographs, you can see



13        the balloon.  Some of the photographs, the photo



14        was taken from such a distance that it's very hard



15        to see the balloon in the photograph.



16             But just to be clear, the end of that arrow



17        doesn't identify the location of the balloon.



18        It's just a directional arrow toward where the



19        balloon is.  Correct?



20   THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  Correct.  So, if you go to



21        the photos from Bailey Road as compared to the one



22        photo you guys took from Bailey Road, it is -- it



23        is very visible.  It's a great portion above the



24        trees --



25   ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  Which --
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 1   THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  -- in those two locations.



 2   ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  Which photo are you referring to?



 3   THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  I apologize.  I didn't



 4        number them, but I have one here that says 90



 5        Bailey Road, visible.



 6   ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  Right.  So, again



 7        (unintelligible) --



 8   THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  And the one that's -- the



 9        one after this is 20 Bailey Road.  Compare that to



10        the 21 that you had from -- from, I think it was



11        south, the south side of 14.



12   ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  Well, okay.  Then again, just to be



13        clear, on the one photograph entitled or labeled,



14        90 Bailey Road, visible, the arrow points to the



15        balloon and that's the balloon a certain distance



16        kind of lower left of that arrow?



17   THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  Correct.  I didn't put the



18        arrow directly on it.



19   ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  Okay.  And then with respect to the



20        20 Bailey Road compared to photo 21, if you look



21        at photo 21, that's not the exact location where



22        photo 21 was taken.  Correct?



23   THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  It's to the right of that.



24   ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  Okay.



25   THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  Your 21 is to our -- your 21
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 1        is to the right of that near 14.



 2   ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  Okay.



 3   THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  Well, you only had -- you



 4        only had one photo from Bailey Road.  That's why I



 5        referenced that.



 6   ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  Uh-huh.  That's fine.



 7             So, getting back to a point that Mr. Allen



 8        mentioned in response to some of his questions,



 9        several of these photos where the balloon is



10        visible or visible through the trees, those



11        photographs all appear to be consistent with the



12        findings in the Saratoga report.  And I can refer



13        you to photos two and three that we talked about



14        where the balloon is in and amongst the trees.



15             And then I'll jump to the end of the



16        photographic array where you talk about locations



17        at the southeast and southwest portions of the



18        lake where, again, while it's hard to see in the



19        photograph because you're, you know, almost a mile



20        and a half away, that the tower would eclipse the



21        top of the trees a little bit from those



22        locations.



23             And again, that that is consistent with the



24        findings of the Saratoga report if you review



25        their viewshed map.  Correct?
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 1   THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  I agree with you except for



 2        the ones on East Haddam-Colchester.  I think -- I



 3        think the pictures on East Haddam-Colchester were



 4        taken on an angle that there's no way you could



 5        see from -- your photo two, if you went to the



 6        right side of the road and you did your imagery of



 7        the tower, you would have seen what -- what I'm



 8        showing as a balloon.



 9   ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  Okay.  But again, a balloon in and



10        amongst the trees -- so, visible, visible during



11        the winter months and consistent with Saratoga's



12        photo simulation number one, which was taken right



13        out from in front of the property?



14   THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  Again, you'll have to agree



15        that a balloon is a little less visible than a



16        tower will be.



17   ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  Right.  But you did see this photo



18        simulation that was provided that shows a



19        simulated tower from that location right out in



20        front of the property?



21   THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  Yes, I did see that.



22   ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  Okay.  Mr. Morissette, that's all I



23        have.



24   THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you, Attorney Baldwin.



25             We'll now continue cross-examination by
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 1        Attorney McCann.  Attorney McCann, please?



 2   ATTORNEY McCANN:  I don't have any questions,



 3        Mr. Morissette.  Thank you.



 4   THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you.



 5             Okay.  We are now going to move on to the



 6        appearance by the Town of East Haddam.  Will the



 7        Town of East Haddam present its witness panel for



 8        purposes of taking the oath?  We will have



 9        Attorney Bachman who will administer the oath.



10             Attorney McCann, please begin.



11   ATTORNEY McCANN:  Mr. Morissette, we don't have any



12        witnesses from the Town.



13   THE VICE CHAIR:  Okay.  We have no witnesses, no



14        exhibits?



15   ATTORNEY McCANN:  Correct.



16   THE VICE CHAIR:  Attorney Bachman, could you help me



17        out here?  So, we don't cross-examine the Town's



18        attorney, I would presume?



19   ATTORNEY BACHMAN:  That's correct, Mr. Morissette.  We



20        wouldn't cross-examine the Town's attorney, but we



21        would ask the other parties if they have any



22        objection to allowing the request for party status



23        and any statements made therein to be submitted



24        into the record as a full exhibit without



25        cross-examination.
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 1             Thank you.



 2   THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you.



 3             Attorney Baldwin, do you have any objection?



 4   ATTORNEY BALDWIN:  We have no objection,



 5        Mr. Morissette.



 6   THE VICE CHAIR:  Thank you.



 7             And Mr. Longobardi, do you have any



 8        objection?



 9   THE WITNESS (Longobardi):  I have no objections.



10   THE VICE CHAIR:  Okay.  Very good.  That concludes our



11        hearing for this afternoon.



12             Therefore, before closing the evidentiary



13        record in this matter, the Connecticut Siting



14        Council announces that briefs and proposed



15        findings of fact may be filed with the Council by



16        any party or intervener no later than June 19,



17        2025.



18             The submissions of briefs or proposed



19        findings of fact are not required by this Council.



20        Rather, we leave it to the choice of the parties



21        and interveners.



22             Anyone who has not become a party or



23        intervener but who desires to make his or her



24        views known to the Council may file written



25        statements to the Council within 30 days of the
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 1        date hereof.



 2             The Council will issue draft findings of



 3        fact, and thereafter parties and interveners may



 4        identify errors or inconsistencies between the



 5        Council's draft findings of fact and the record,



 6        however no new evidence, no new information, and



 7        no arguments and no reply briefs without our



 8        permission will be considered by the Council.



 9             Copies of the transcript of this hearing will



10        be filed at the East Haddam Town Clerk's office.



11             I hereby declare this hearing adjourned and



12        thank you, everyone, for your participation.



13             Good afternoon.



14



15                         (End:  3:15 p.m.)
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 1                            CERTIFICATE



 2



 3             I hereby certify that the foregoing 61 pages



 4        are a complete and accurate computer-aided



 5        transcription of my original verbatim notes taken



 6        of the remote teleconference meeting of The



 7        Connecticut Siting Council continued hearing in



 8        Re:  DOCKET NO. 530, HOMELAND TOWERS, LLC, AND



 9        CELLCO PARTNERSHIP D/B/A VERIZON WIRELESS



10        APPLICATION FOR A CERTIFICATE OF ENVIRONMENTAL



11        COMPATIBILITY AND PUBLIC NEED FOR THE



12        CONSTRUCTION, MAINTENANCE, AND OPERATION OF A



13        TELECOMMUNICATIONS FACILITY AND ASSOCIATED



14        EQUIPMENT LOCATED AT 196 EAST HADDAM-COLCHESTER



15        TURNPIKE, EAST HADDAM, CONNECTICUT, which was held



16        before JOHN MORISSETTE, THE VICE CHAIR, on May 20,



17        2025.
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19



20                       _________________________________

                         Robert G. Dixon, CVR-M 857

21                       Notary Public

                         My Commission Expires:  6/30/2025
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