
 

STATE OF CONNECTICUT  
CONNECTICUT SITING COUNCIL  

Ten Franklin Square, New Britain, CT  06051 

Phone: (860) 827-2935  Fax: (860) 827-2950 

E-Mail: siting.council@ct.gov  

Web Site: portal.ct.gov/csc 

 
 

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL 
 

January 8, 2026 

 

Raymond Vergati 

Homeland Towers, LLC 

9 Harmony Street, 2nd floor 

Danbury, CT  06810 

rv@homelandtowers.us  

 

RE: DOCKET NO. 530 – Homeland Towers, LLC Certificate of Environmental Compatibility 

and Public Need for the construction, maintenance, and operation of a telecommunications 

facility and associated equipment located at 196 East Haddam-Colchester Turnpike, East 

Haddam, Connecticut. Development and Management Plan. 

 

Dear Raymond Vergati: 

 

At a public meeting of the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) held on January 8, 2026, the 

Council considered and approved the Development and Management (D&M) Plan submitted for 

this facility on November 14, 2025 with the following conditions:  

 

1. Submit the blasting permit, if applicable; and 

2. Submit a maintenance plan for the wetland buffer enhancement plantings that is to be 

implemented for the life of the facility prior to the commencement of construction.  

 

This approval applies only to the D&M Plan submitted on November 14, 2025.  Requests for any 

changes to the D&M Plan shall be approved by Council staff in accordance with Regulations of 

Connecticut State Agencies Section (RCSA) §16-50j-77(b).   

 

Furthermore, the Certificate Holder is responsible for compliance with the reporting requirements 

under RCSA §16-50j-77, including: 

 

1. Contact information for the personnel of the contractor assigned to facility construction; 

2. Notification of commencement of construction; 

3. Quarterly construction progress reports; 

4. Notification of completion of construction and commencement of operation along with a 

representative photograph of the facility; and 

5. Final report. 

 

Please be advised that deviations from the approved D&M Plan and non-compliance with the D&M 

Plan reporting requirements are enforceable under Connecticut General Statutes §16-50u.   

 

Enclosed is a copy of the staff report for this D&M Plan, dated January 8, 2026.   
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Thank you for your attention and cooperation. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
Melanie A. Bachman 

Executive Director 
 

MAB/IN/laf 

 

Enclosure:   Staff Report, dated January 8, 2026 
 

c: Service List, dated April 17, 2025 



 

 

STATE OF CONNECTICUT  
CONNECTICUT SITING COUNCIL  

Ten Franklin Square, New Britain, CT  06051 

Phone: (860) 827-2935  Fax: (860) 827-2950 

E-Mail:  siting.council@ct.gov  

Web Site: portal.ct.gov/csc 

 
 

Docket No. 530 

Homeland Towers, LLC  

196 East Haddam-Colchester Turnpike, East Haddam, Connecticut 

Development and Management Plan 

 

Staff Report 

January 8, 2026 

 

Notice 

 

On October 3, 2025, the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) issued a Certificate of Environmental 

Compatibility and Public Need (Certificate) to Homeland Towers, LLC (HT or Certificate Holder) for the 

construction, maintenance, and operation of a 155-foot monopole wireless telecommunications facility at the 

alternative location at 196 East Haddam-Colchester Turnpike, East Haddam, Connecticut.   

 

Condition No. 2 of the Council’s Decision and Order (D&O) required HT to submit a Development and 

Management (D&M) Plan in compliance with Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies (RCSA) §16-50j-

75 through §16-50j-77.  A D&M Plan is a condition of a Council final decision that must be met prior to 

commencement of construction and constitutes the “nuts and bolts” of a facility approved by the Council. 

 

On November 14, 2025, HT submitted the D&M Plan for the facility approved by the Council. Pursuant to 

RCSA §16-50j-75(e), copies of the D&M Plan were also submitted to the service list, including, but not 

limited to the Town of East Haddam.1 No comments were received. 
 

The tower site is located in the northerly interior portion of a 2.09-acre residentially zoned parcel. The host 

parcel is undeveloped and forested.  Access to the tower site will be from a new 12-foot wide gravel driveway 

extending 400 feet from East Haddam – Colchester Turnpike (State Route 16) to the facility compound access 

gate. 

 

D&M Plan 

 

Condition No. 1 of the D&O requires the following:   

 

“The tower shall be constructed in the alternative location as a galvanized steel monopole at a height of 

155 feet above ground level to provide the proposed wireless services, sufficient to accommodate the 

antennas of Cellco Partnership d/b/a Verizon Wireless and other entities, both public and private.…” 

 

In compliance with Condition No. 1 of the D&O, the D&M Plan includes plans and specifications for a 155 

foot monopole located in the alternative location and sufficient to accommodate the antennas of Cellco 

Partnership d/b/a Verizon Wireless (Cellco) and other entities, public and private.   

 

Condition No. 2 of the D&O requires the following information to be included in the D&M Plan:   

 

a) A certified letter from a wireless telecommunications carrier with a firm commitment to install 

associated wireless equipment at the facility upon completion of construction; 

 
1 The service list consists of the Certificate Holder; Party, Stephen and Cindyann Longobardi; and Party and CEPA 

Intervenor, Town of East Haddam. 
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The D&M Plan contains a letter from Cellco dated October 23, 2025, certifying that Cellco is 

committed to collocating on the facility once HT completes construction. 

 

b) Final site plan(s) for development of the facility that employ the governing standard in the State 

of Connecticut for tower design in accordance with the currently adopted International 

Building Code and include specifications for the tower, tower foundation, antennas and 

equipment compound including, but not limited to, fence design, ground equipment, access 

road, utility installation and emergency backup power;    

 

HT will construct a 155-foot monopole designed in accordance with the EIA/TIA Structural Standards 

for Steel Antenna Towers and Antenna Supporting Structures-Revision H. It is designed to support 

four levels of platform mounted antennas. 

 

Based on the geotechnical report and the structural design report, the tower will be supported by a 

mat and pier foundation adhered to underlying shallow bedrock. The foundation would consist of a 6 

foot tall circular concrete pier embedded into a 30-foot long by 30-foot wide by 2 feet thick concrete 

pad foundation. If blasting is necessary, a blasting permit from the appropriate local  

authority must be obtained. 

 

Cellco will install 9 panel antennas and 6 remote radio heads on an antenna platform at a centerline 

height of 151 feet above ground level (agl).  Lower levels of the tower will be available for future 

collocation by other tenants. 

 

The tower will be located within a 50-foot by 65-foot compound within a 75-foot 6 inch by 68-foot 9 

inch lease area.  The compound will be enclosed by an eight-foot high chain link fence with a 12-foot 

wide double leaf access gate.  Facility contact information and radio frequency warning signs will be 

posted on the fence adjacent to the access gate.  

 

Cellco will install a 12-foot by 20-foot concrete pad within the compound to support one equipment 

cabinet, one battery cabinet and a 50-kilowatt propane-fueled emergency backup generator covered 

with a steel canopy. Two 500 gallon propane tanks with a 10-foot safety buffer zone will be installed 

on the southeast side of the compound. 

 

Access to the site will extend from East Haddam-Colchester Turnpike via a new 12-foot wide gravel 

driveway for approximately 400 feet to the compound access gate and two 15-foot wide vehicle turn-

around areas/parking areas located adjacent to the exterior of the eastern and southeastern fence line 

of the compound. 

 

Electrical and telecommunications utilities will extend 450 feet east via underground conduit from 

the utility meter board to a new customer side utility pole located on the northern corner of the parcel 

and then overhead to a new utility pole via an existing guy anchor utility pole all located along East-

Haddam Colchester Turnpike. The utility meter board, located outside the eastern fence line of the 

compound, will be protected by bollards. 

  

c) Construction plans for site clearing, grading, water drainage and stormwater control, 

wetland/watercourse crossings, and erosion and sedimentation controls consistent with the 

applicable Connecticut Guidelines for Soil Erosion and Sediment Control; 

 

Development of the site will disturb approximately 0.37 acres. The site is located in a forested area 

and will require the removal of 25 trees with a diameter 6 inches or greater at breast height. 
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Construction will require 233 cubic yards of excavation and 160 cubic yards of stone for the access 

drive, utility trench and compound. 

 

Erosion and sedimentation (E&S) controls, such as a silt fence, will be installed during construction 

along the northern edge of the driveway to protect the nearby wetlands and will comply with the 

applicable Connecticut Guidelines for Soil Erosion and Sediment Control. A swale also be installed 

and extend from the eastern fence line and along the northern perimeter of the driveway to help 

manage stormwater runoff by slowing, filtering, and directing water away from the driveway and 

nearby sensitive wetland areas. Disturbed areas will be inspected regularly and stabilized through 

temporary and permanent seeding and mulching. E&S controls will be inspected and repaired as 

needed.  

 

Following construction, disturbed areas will be permanently stabilized with loam, seed, mulch, or 

stone as appropriate. 

 

The host parcel slopes gently from east to west. Stormwater runoff within the compound would drain 

towards the west as a result of the 2% incline of the gravel surface. Post construction, stormwater will 

follow natural drainage patterns. The equipment compound’s gravel surface would facilitate 

stormwater infiltration. 

 

A temporary concrete washout surrounded by staked hay bale barriers and lined with plastic sheeting 

and a temporary soil stockpile surrounded by a silt fence would be installed outside the compound. 

  

The nearest watercourse is the Bashan Lake located approximately 0.29 miles south of the facility 

site.  

 

d) A maintenance plan for the wetland buffer enhancement plantings that is to be implemented  

for the life of the facility. 

 

Wetland buffer plantings will consist of native species such as eastern red cedar, highbush blueberry, 

and spicebush, strategically placed to stabilize soil, filter runoff, and provide habitat for local wildlife. 

These plantings will be positioned adjacent to proposed water diversion swales and riprap-lined 

slopes. 

   

e) A Resource Protection Plan that includes implementation of protective measures for wetlands,  

vernal pools and protected turtle species. 

 

The Resource Protection Plan includes contractor training, erosion and sedimentation controls/isolation 

barriers, a Petroleum Materials Storage and Spill Prevention plan, a wetland, reporting and a vernal pool 

protection plan that includes protective measures for vernal pool species.  

 

HT will implement wetland and vernal pool Best Management Practices (BMPs) that include but are not limited 

to installation of appropriate erosion controls; periodic inspection and maintenance of isolation structures; 

herpetofauna sweeps; and contractor education and reporting.  

 

HT will also implement wetland specific BMPs should construction occur during peak amphibian migratory 

periods (early spring breeding March 1st to May 15th) and late summer dispersal (July 15th to September 15th). 

 

HT will implement DEEP recommended protection measures for the eastern box turtle including, but not limited 

to, the restriction of land disturbance activities between November 1 to March 31. 

 

f) A yield point on the tower to ensure the tower setback radius remains within the boundaries  

of the host parcel; 
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The closest property line is 72 feet to the west of the tower location. The tower will include a yield point at 88 

feet agl to ensure the tower setback radius remains within the boundaries of the host parcel. 

 

g) Construction schedule including hours and days of the week for construction activities; 

 

Construction hours will be from 7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., Monday through Saturday.  Construction of 

the facility is expected to take between 3 and 6 months.  

 

 

Condition No. 4 of the D&O requires the following:  

 

“Prior to the commencement of operation, the Certificate Holder shall provide the Council with a rigorous 

cumulative far-field radio frequency analysis for the facility that accounts for all entities on the tower, a 6- 

foot tall person at ground level and the actual antenna pattern for antennas on the facility with a cumulative 

percent maximum permissible exposure at or below 100 percent, consistent with FCC, Office of Engineering 

and Technology, Bulletin No. 65, August 1997….”  

 

In accordance with Condition No. 4, TT shall provide its final calculated cumulative far-field worst-case 

modeling of radio frequency power density for all entities on the tower prior to commencement of facility 

operation. 

 
 

Conclusion 
 

The D&M Plan is consistent with the Council’s D&O for Docket No. 530. 

 

If approved staff recommends the following conditions: 

1. Submit the blasting permit, if applicable; and 

2. Submit a maintenance plan for the wetland buffer enhancement plantings that is to be implemented 

for the life of the facility prior to the commencement of construction.  
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Construction Site Plan 
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Compound Plan and Tower Elevation 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


