
 

 

STATE OF CONNECTICUT  
CONNECTICUT SITING COUNCIL  

Ten Franklin Square, New Britain, CT  06051 

Phone: (860) 827-2935  Fax: (860) 827-2950 

E-Mail: siting.council@ct.gov 

Web Site: portal.ct.gov/csc 

 VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL 
 

December 31, 2025 
 

Brian E. Spears, Esq. 

Spears Manning & Martini LLC 

2425 Post Road, Suite 203 

Southport, CT  06890 

bspears@spearsmanning.com 

 

RE: Freedom of Information Act Request, dated September 11, 2025 

 

Dear Attorney Spears: 

 

This letter and the attached records are submitted in response to your Freedom of Information Act 

(FOIA) request of the Connecticut Siting Council (Council), dated September 11, 2025, on behalf 

of the Southport Congregational Church (SCC), requesting production of copies of all Council 

member and staff phone, audio and video calls on government-issued devices and private or 

personal devices; copies of all Council member and staff e-mails and text messages on government-

issued devices and private or personal devices; and copies of all documents generated or 

maintained, including, but not limited to, drafts, by the Council and/or any of its current or former 

members, staff, contractors, employees or agents associated with the Docket Nos. 516 and 516R 

application from May 1, 2025 through and including September 11, 2025.  

 

The attached records responsive to your request are as follows: 

 

1. May 22, 2025 email from Council Executive Director/Staff Attorney Melanie Bachman 

(Bachman) to Council Office Assistant, Dakota LaFountain (LaFountain), and Council 

Fiscal Administrative Officer, Lisa Fontaine (Fontaine) re mail; 

2. May 30, 2025 email from Fontaine to Bachman re Council Member Khristine Hall (Hall) 

May Time Sheet; 

3. June 3, 2025 email from Bachman to Council Supervising Siting Analyst, Christina 

Walsh (Walsh) and Council Siting Analyst 2, Michael Perrone (Perrone) re Docket No. 

516R Draft Findings of Fact (DFOF) Round 1; 

4. June 3, 2025 email from Bachman to Patrick Hulin, Office of the Governor (Hulin), re 

appointment of a Council member with experience in the field of ecology; 

5. June 5, 2025 email from Bachman to Hulin re UI case remand and Docket 532 hearing; 

6. June 6, 2025 email from Bachman to Walsh and Perrone re former Council Chair Elin 

Katz (Katz) and Council Member Bill Syme May Time Sheets; 

7. June 6, 2025 email from Bachman to Fontaine re Katz April and May Time Sheets; 

8. June 6, 2025 email from Bachman to Fontaine re Docket 516R status; 

9. June 6, 2025 email from Bachman to Fontaine re Katz May Time Sheet; 

10. June 6, 2025 email from Bachman to Fontaine and Council office re Docket No. 516R 

Fairfield and Bridgeport Joint Letter; 

11. June 6, 2025 email from Bachman to Hulin re Fairfield and Bridgeport Joint Letter and 

Council June 12 and 26, 2025 meeting quorums; 

12. June 6, 2025 email from Fontaine to Bachman re Docket No. 516R DFOF; 
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13. June 9, 2025 email from Council DEEP-designee, Brian Golembiewski (Golembiewski) 

re Docket No. 516R; 

14. June 9, 2025 email from Bruce McDermott, Esq. of Harris Beach Murtha Cullina, LLP, 

(McDermott) to Bachman re Fairfield First Selectman Community Message; 

15. June 9, 2025 email from Bachman to Council office re Zoom controls for June 12, 2025 

Council meeting; 

16. June 11, 2025 email from Bachman to Hulin re letter from state legislators; 

17. June 12, 2025 text message between Bachman and Council Vice Chair John Morissette re 

meeting and discussion related to BJ’s Wholesale Club and EMF; 

18. June 12, 2025 email from Bachman to Fontaine re meeting agenda materials; 

19. June 12, 2025 email from Bachman to Austin Hyatt, Aide to Representative Stafstrom re 

meeting; 

20. June 12, 2025 text message between Bachman and Hall re order of voting; 

21. June 13, 2025 email from Bachman to Shaniece Brown of the CT Post re UI vote; 

22. June 24, 2025 email from Bachman to Christopher Fisher, Esq. of Cuddy & Feder, LLP 

re motion from UI; 

23. June 24, 2025 email from Bachman to Angela Carella of the CT Examiner (Carella) re 

June 26, 2025 CSC vote; 

24. June 24, 2025 email from Hulin to Bachman re receipt of UI motion; 

25. June 26, 2025 email from Carella to Bachman re video recording; 

26. July 31, 2025 email from Bachman to Hulin re UI motion; 

27. August 1, 2025 email from Bachman to Office of Consumer Counsel Claire Coleman re 

meeting; 

28. August 6, 2025 email from Bachman to Council office re Dr. Williams’ appointment; 

29. August 6, 2025 email from Bachman to Council members re Dr. Williams’ appointment; 

30. August 7, 2025 email from Bachman to Council members re Zoom controls and meeting 

agenda; 

31. August 15, 2025 email from Fontaine to Bachman and Perrone re fiscal questions; 

32. August 19, 2025 email from Bachman to John Moritz of the CT Mirror (Moritz) re 

question about UI motion; 

33. August 25, 2025 email from Bachman to Fontaine, Perrone and Walsh re Docket No. 

516R DFOF; 

34. August 27, 2025 email from Bachman to Fontaine, Perrone and Walsh re Docket No. 

516R DFOF; 

35. August 28, 2025 email from Bachman to Fontaine, Perrone and Walsh re Docket No. 

516R DFOF; 

36. August 28, 2025 email from Bachman to McDermott re new straw vote; 

37. August 29, 2025 email from Perrone to Council office re Docket No. 516R DFOF for 

Council member mail; 

38. September 3, 2025 email from Alice Sexton of DOT (Sexton) to Docket No. 516R 

service list and Council office re DOT comments;  

39. September 3, 2025 email from Bachman to Fontaine re DOT comments; 

40. September 3, 2025 email from Lee Hoffman, Esq. of Pullman and Comley, LLP 

(Hoffman) to DOT, Docket No. 516R service list and Council office re DOT comments; 

41. September 4, 2025 email from Bachman to Council office re Fairfield First Selectman 

Community Message; 

42. September 4, 2025 email from LaFountain to Bachman and Fontaine re DOT retraction 

of comment letter; 
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43. September 4, 2025 email from Sexton to Docket No. 516R service list and Council office 

re retraction of comment letter; 

44. September 4, 2025 email from Bachman to Fontaine re DOT comment letter; 

45. September 4, 2025 email from Brian Lockhart of the CT Post to Bachman re Council 

vote; 

46. September 4, 2025 email from Walsh to Bachman re legislator email and letter; 

47. September 5, 2025 email from Bachman to Moritz re Council straw vote; 

48. September 8, 2025 email from McDermott to Bachman re Fairfield First Selectman 

Community Message; 

49. September 10, 2025 email from Walsh to Bachman and Perrone re Docket No. 516R 

draft documents; 

50. September 10, 2025 email from Bachman to Walsh re Docket No. 516R draft documents; 

51. September 11, 2025 email from Bachman to Walsh and Perrone re Docket No. 516R 

draft documents;  

52. September 11, 2025 email from Bachman to Fontaine re Docket No. 516R webpage;  

53. Hall May 2025 Time Sheet; 

54. Katz April 2025 Time Sheet; 

55. Katz May 2025 Time Sheet; 

56. Carter May 2025 Time Sheet; 

57. Syme May 2025 Time Sheet; 

58. Williams August 2025 Time Sheet; 

59. June 17, 2025 Council Invoice to UI; and 

60. August 20, 2025 Council Invoice to UI. 

 

Please note that records from Brian Golembiewski, the DEEP Commissioner’s designee on the 

Council, that are within the possession of DEEP and that are responsive to your request will be 

provided under separate cover at a later date. 

 

Also, records of public comments received by the Council related to Docket Nos. 516 and 516R 

within the timeframe of your FOIA request are available at this link:  DO516R Public Comments 

 

Please be advised that there are privileged and confidential attorney-client communications relative 

to the substance of this FOIA request within the specified timeframe as follows: 

 

1. May 1, 2025 email between Bachman and Katz pertaining to litigation strategy re appeal 

of Superior Court decision; 

2. August 12, 2025 email from Bachman to Council Member Dr. Scott Williams for legal 

advice re Superior Court decision, record and standard of review; 

3. September 5, 2025 email between Assistant Attorney General Robert L. Marconi, Esq. 

(Marconi) and Bachman for legal advice re straw poll vote; and 

4. September 9, 2025 email between Marconi and Bachman for legal advice re statutory 

criteria for final decision. 

 

 

Should you have any questions or require additional information, please feel free to contact 

me at your convenience.  

  

https://ctgovexec-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/r/personal/dakota_lafountain_ct_gov/Documents/DO516R%20Public%20Comments?csf=1&web=1&e=CB5bgf
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Thank you.  
  

Sincerely, 

 
Melanie A. Bachman 

Executive Director/Staff Attorney 

 
 

MAB/laf 

 

c: Service List, dated December 24, 2024 

 



From: Bachman, Melanie  
Sent: Thursday, May 22, 2025 12:06 PM 
To: LaFountain, Dakota <Dakota.LaFountain@ct.gov>; Fontaine, Lisa <Lisa.Fontaine@ct.gov> 
Subject: BIG favor 

 
Whoever can do it when the dust of the Wild West settles from the mail today, could someone 
please print these documents for my mail if time and paper allow, please? 
 
Thank you. 
 
Melanie A. Bachman, Esq. 
Executive Director/Staff Attorney 

Connecticut Siting Council 
10 Franklin Square 

New Britain, CT  06051 

860-827-2951 

 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:  This message is intended only for the use of the individual(s) named above.  Information in this e-mail or any 
attachment may be confidential or otherwise protected from disclosure by state or federal law.  Any unauthorized use, dissemination, or 
copying of this message is prohibited.  If you are not the intended recipient, please refrain from reading this e-mail or any attachments and 
notify the sender immediately.  Please destroy all copies of this communication. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



From: Fontaine, Lisa <Lisa.Fontaine@ct.gov>  
Sent: Friday, May 30, 2025 8:23 AM 
To: Bachman, Melanie <Melanie.Bachman@ct.gov> 
Subject: FW: May Time Sheet 

 
 
Fyi – I gave mike the dates she read the transcript and this is in core ready for your review/approval 
From: Khris Hall  
Sent: Friday, May 30, 2025 7:30 AM 
To: Fontaine, Lisa  
Subject: May Time Sheet 

 

EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click any links or open any 
attachments unless you trust the sender and know the content is safe. 

Hi, Lisa — Attached is my May timesheet. 
 
Thanks for your help. 
Khris 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



From: Bachman, Melanie  
Sent: Tuesday, June 3, 2025 12:28 PM 
To: Walsh, Christina <Christina.Walsh@ct.gov>; Perrone, Michael <Michael.Perrone@ct.gov> 
Subject: RE: D516R - DFOF Round 1 

 
I saved this in the folder and it is the most up to date real time version, but if they appoint someone, 
such as Silvestri, we would put that finding underneath the Katz resignation finding. Silvestri 
doesn’t have to read the record or abstain. He could actually vote.        
 
Thanks. 
 
Melanie A. Bachman, Esq. 
Executive Director/Staff Attorney 

Connecticut Siting Council 
10 Franklin Square 

New Britain, CT  06051 

860-827-2951 

 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:  This message is intended only for the use of the individual(s) named above.  Information in this e-mail or any 
attachment may be confidential or otherwise protected from disclosure by state or federal law.  Any unauthorized use, dissemination, or 
copying of this message is prohibited.  If you are not the intended recipient, please refrain from reading this e-mail or any attachments and 
notify the sender immediately.  Please destroy all copies of this communication. 
From: Walsh, Christina <Christina.Walsh@ct.gov>  
Sent: Tuesday, June 3, 2025 10:33 AM 
To: Perrone, Michael <Michael.Perrone@ct.gov>; Bachman, Melanie <Melanie.Bachman@ct.gov> 
Subject: Re: D516R - DFOF Round 1 

 
No problem. Right, that is what I got from the FOF. Elin was the second but then she 
resigned.  

 
From: Perrone, Michael <Michael.Perrone@ct.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, June 3, 2025 10:31 AM 
To: Walsh, Christina <Christina.Walsh@ct.gov>; Bachman, Melanie <Melanie.Bachman@ct.gov> 
Subject: RE: D516R - DFOF Round 1  
  
Sorry about that.   I’m sure it’s due to the file size.    I moved my version to the D516R folder. 
  
I think KH is the one member with ecology experience, but I defer to Melanie on that.    
From: Walsh, Christina <Christina.Walsh@ct.gov>  
Sent: Tuesday, June 3, 2025 10:23 AM 
To: Perrone, Michael <Michael.Perrone@ct.gov>; Bachman, Melanie <Melanie.Bachman@ct.gov> 
Subject: Re: D516R - DFOF Round 1 
  
Good morning. 
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For some reason I am unable to download and open the document attached on the email 
so I had to open it in the browser. There were some formatting issues but I'm not sure if 
that was because I opened it in the browser. The wording looks fine to me. We now have 
one member with experience in the field of ecology?  
From: Perrone, Michael <Michael.Perrone@ct.gov> 
Sent: Monday, June 2, 2025 9:06 AM 
To: Bachman, Melanie <Melanie.Bachman@ct.gov>; Walsh, Christina <Christina.Walsh@ct.gov> 
Subject: RE: D516R - DFOF Round 1  
  
Understood.   Thanks  
From: Bachman, Melanie <Melanie.Bachman@ct.gov>  
Sent: Monday, June 2, 2025 9:03 AM 
To: Perrone, Michael <Michael.Perrone@ct.gov>; Walsh, Christina <Christina.Walsh@ct.gov> 
Subject: RE: D516R - DFOF Round 1 
  
Good morning. 
  
I guess making the error with 3 new members rather than 4 was a sign because the edit became 
obsolete as soon as Elin resigned, so I have to go in there again and make a few edits, including a 
DFOF about her resignation. I could do that in Round 2.  
  
I already renumbered and formatted the TOC. It’s in the folder. If any edits create changes, I’ll fix 
that. 
  
Thanks. 
  
Melanie A. Bachman, Esq. 
Executive Director/Staff Attorney 
Connecticut Siting Council 
10 Franklin Square 
New Britain, CT  06051 
860-827-2951 

 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:  This message is intended only for the use of the individual(s) named above.  Information in this e-mail or any 
attachment may be confidential or otherwise protected from disclosure by state or federal law.  Any unauthorized use, dissemination, or 
copying of this message is prohibited.  If you are not the intended recipient, please refrain from reading this e-mail or any attachments and 
notify the sender immediately.  Please destroy all copies of this communication. 
From: Perrone, Michael <Michael.Perrone@ct.gov>  
Sent: Monday, June 2, 2025 8:24 AM 
To: Walsh, Christina <Christina.Walsh@ct.gov> 
Cc: Bachman, Melanie <Melanie.Bachman@ct.gov> 
Subject: D516R - DFOF Round 1 
  
Hi Christina. 
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Attached are DFOF with Melanie’s yellow highlights for the Remand. 
  
My suggestions are in pink and red. 
  
I’ll reformat and fix the TOC before it goes out.    
  
Thanks. 
  
Mike 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



From: Bachman, Melanie  
Sent: Tuesday, June 3, 2025 11:14 AM 
To: Hulin, Patrick <Patrick.Hulin@ct.gov> 
Subject: Ecology Member, please 

 
Good morning. 
 
I hope all is well and you are surviving the end of legislative session brouhaha.  
 
I’m sure that you know Elin Katz resigned from CSC as of May 30, 2025. She was one of the two 
required CSC members with experience in ecology. Khris Hall is our remaining member with 
experience in ecology.  
 
PA 24-144 let us down as to the “at least two of whom shall be experienced in the field of ecology” 
requirement, but it didn’t let us down as to the potential to appoint a former public utility regulator 
who might just so happen to have experience in the field of ecology? I reached out to Jack Betkoski. 
He was on the state Water Planning Council. He is interested. Bob Silvestri might be interested, 
too. His experience is environmental permitting. Two other persons expressed interest, but neither 
of them have any familiarity with CSC and I’m uncertain of their experience in the field of ecology. 
 
It’s rather imperative to the remand of the UI case that we have a member with experience in 
ecology appointed at the time the CSC votes on a new proposed final decision.  
 
Could you please help us with this appointment, whoever it may be that has experience in ecology, 
no later than June 25? I’m very sorry for the inconvenience, but I wouldn’t ask if I didn’t think it 
would be good for the state. 
 
Thank you. Have a great day. 
 
Melanie 
 
Melanie A. Bachman, Esq. 
Executive Director/Staff Attorney 

Connecticut Siting Council 
10 Franklin Square 

New Britain, CT 06051 

860-827-2951 

 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This message is intended only for the use of the individual(s) named above. Information in this e-mail or any 
attachment may be confidential or otherwise protected from disclosure by state or federal law. Any unauthorized use, dissemination, or 
copying of this message is prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please refrain from reading this e-mail or any attachments and 
notify the sender immediately. Please destroy all copies of this communication. 
 
 
 



From: Bachman, Melanie  
Sent: Thursday, June 5, 2025 1:21 PM 
To: Hulin, Patrick <Patrick.Hulin@ct.gov> 
Subject: RE: UI case remand and hearing this afternoon 
 
Who is better than you?        
 
Nice job, Coach Hulin. We brought you a new challenge so you wouldn’t get bored overnight. 
 
Melanie A. Bachman, Esq. 
Executive Director/Staff Attorney 

Connecticut Siting Council 
10 Franklin Square 

New Britain, CT  06051 

860-827-2951 

 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:  This message is intended only for the use of the individual(s) named above.  Information in this e-mail or any 
attachment may be confidential or otherwise protected from disclosure by state or federal law.  Any unauthorized use, dissemination, or 
copying of this message is prohibited.  If you are not the intended recipient, please refrain from reading this e-mail or any attachments and 
notify the sender immediately.  Please destroy all copies of this communication. 
From: Hulin, Patrick <Patrick.Hulin@ct.gov>  
Sent: Thursday, June 5, 2025 1:08 PM 
To: Bachman, Melanie <Melanie.Bachman@ct.gov> 
Subject: Re: UI case remand and hearing this afternoon 
 
Thanks. Note that the compromise I discussed with you on the phone last night did not end 
up passing the Senate, so you don’t need to worry about that. I made two last-minute plays 
to get the ecologist requirement reduced without success, unfortunately. 
 
From: Bachman, Melanie <Melanie.Bachman@ct.gov> 
Date: Thursday, June 5, 2025 at 12:22 PM 
To: Hulin, Patrick <Patrick.Hulin@ct.gov> 
Subject: UI case remand and hearing this afternoon 

Good afternoon. 
  
I hope you are recovering from the long session. Don’t get too comfortable yet. We need your help, 
please. 
  
FYI – the UI case is on our agenda for next week and we have a hearing on a solar facility this 
afternoon where the City of Torrington intervened and counsel for both sides is savvy. We may have 
to adjourn the hearing if one of them claims the Siting Council is improperly constituted. We are 
prepared for any objection and will address them accordingly, but it just demonstrates the urgency 
of the situation. Why couldn’t Elin hang on for one more month? The timing was terrible. 
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Thanks. Have a great day. 
  

 
  
Melanie A. Bachman, Esq. 



Executive Director/Staff Attorney 
Connecticut Siting Council 
10 Franklin Square 
New Britain, CT  06051 
860-827-2951 

 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:  This message is intended only for the use of the individual(s) named above.  Information in this e-mail or any 
attachment may be confidential or otherwise protected from disclosure by state or federal law.  Any unauthorized use, dissemination, or 
copying of this message is prohibited.  If you are not the intended recipient, please refrain from reading this e-mail or any attachments and 
notify the sender immediately.  Please destroy all copies of this communication. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



From: Bachman, Melanie  
Sent: Friday, June 6, 2025 10:06 AM 
To: Walsh, Christina <Christina.Walsh@ct.gov>; Perrone, Michael <Michael.Perrone@ct.gov> 
Subject: RE: P1463A DM SR 

 
We are waiting for Elin Katz response about reading the D516 record and we got Syme’s 
reimbursement sheet this morning, so I’ll fill in Bill’s stuff and wait until noon on Elin’s response, 
but if she responds after with the dates, we can just add them into the second round, for what it is 
worth, which is nothing.        
 
Thanks for the intel. 
 
Melanie A. Bachman, Esq. 
Executive Director/Staff Attorney 

Connecticut Siting Council 
10 Franklin Square 

New Britain, CT 06051 

860-827-2951 

 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This message is intended only for the use of the individual(s) named above. Information in this e-mail or any 
attachment may be confidential or otherwise protected from disclosure by state or federal law. Any unauthorized use, dissemination, or 
copying of this message is prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please refrain from reading this e-mail or any attachments and 
notify the sender immediately. Please destroy all copies of this communication. 
From: Walsh, Christina  
Sent: Friday, June 6, 2025 10:02 AM 
To: Perrone, Michael  
Cc: Bachman, Melanie  
Subject: Re: P1463A DM SR 

 
I'm starting this now and will compare it with 1611. 

 
From: Perrone, Michael <Michael.Perrone@ct.gov> 
Sent: Friday, June 6, 2025 9:43 AM 
To: Walsh, Christina <Christina.Walsh@ct.gov> 
Cc: Bachman, Melanie <Melanie.Bachman@ct.gov> 
Subject: P1463A DM SR  
 
Good Morning. 
 
Attached is P1463A draft DM SR Round 1 for review. 
 
Thanks. 
 
Mike 

mailto:Michael.Perrone@ct.gov
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From: Bachman, Melanie  
Sent: Friday, June 6, 2025 12:00 PM 
To: Fontaine, Lisa <Lisa.Fontaine@ct.gov> 
Subject: RE: April and May per diem sheets 

 
OK. We can just say she didn’t read the record since she ain’t voting anyway. Thanks.  
 
Melanie A. Bachman, Esq. 
Executive Director/Staff Attorney 

Connecticut Siting Council 
10 Franklin Square 

New Britain, CT 06051 

860-827-2951 

 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This message is intended only for the use of the individual(s) named above. Information in this e-mail or any 
attachment may be confidential or otherwise protected from disclosure by state or federal law. Any unauthorized use, dissemination, or 
copying of this message is prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please refrain from reading this e-mail or any attachments and 
notify the sender immediately. Please destroy all copies of this communication. 
From: Fontaine, Lisa  
Sent: Friday, June 6, 2025 11:53 AM 
To: Bachman, Melanie  
Subject: RE: April and May per diem sheets 

 
I haven’t heard back yet…. 
 
From: Bachman, Melanie <Melanie.Bachman@ct.gov>  
Sent: Thursday, June 5, 2025 5:40 PM 
To: Fontaine, Lisa <Lisa.Fontaine@ct.gov> 
Subject: RE: April and May per diem sheets 

 
Would you mind asking her if she read the D516 record, please? She should be compensated for 
that since we asked her to do it. Thanks. 
 
Melanie A. Bachman, Esq. 
Executive Director/Staff Attorney 

Connecticut Siting Council 
10 Franklin Square 

New Britain, CT 06051 

860-827-2951 

 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This message is intended only for the use of the individual(s) named above. Information in this e-mail or any 
attachment may be confidential or otherwise protected from disclosure by state or federal law. Any unauthorized use, dissemination, or 
copying of this message is prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please refrain from reading this e-mail or any attachments and 
notify the sender immediately. Please destroy all copies of this communication. 
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From: Fontaine, Lisa <Lisa.Fontaine@ct.gov>  
Sent: Thursday, June 5, 2025 5:00 PM 
To: Bachman, Melanie <Melanie.Bachman@ct.gov> 
Subject: FW: April and May per diem sheets 
 
For review and in core 
 
From: Elin Katz  
Sent: Thursday, June 5, 2025 4:05 PM 
To: Fontaine, Lisa <Lisa.Fontaine@ct.gov> 
Subject: April and May per diem sheets 

 

EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click any links or open any 
attachments unless you trust the sender and know the content is safe. 

Hi Lisa,  
 
Please see attached. Also, working on ethics filing, should be done by tomorrow. 
 
Best, Elin 
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From: Bachman, Melanie  
Sent: Friday, June 6, 2025 12:55 PM 
To: Fontaine, Lisa <Lisa.Fontaine@ct.gov> 
Subject: RE: Dkt. 516R Status 

 
It wasn’t because she answered her own question.  
 
Melanie A. Bachman, Esq. 
Executive Director/Staff Attorney 

Connecticut Siting Council 
10 Franklin Square 

New Britain, CT 06051 

860-827-2951 

 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This message is intended only for the use of the individual(s) named above. Information in this e-mail or any 
attachment may be confidential or otherwise protected from disclosure by state or federal law. Any unauthorized use, dissemination, or 
copying of this message is prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please refrain from reading this e-mail or any attachments and 
notify the sender immediately. Please destroy all copies of this communication. 
From: Fontaine, Lisa  
Sent: Friday, June 6, 2025 12:22 PM 
To: Bachman, Melanie  
Subject: FW: Dkt. 516R Status 

 
Going through my emails and am unsure if this was responded to. 
From: Rachel Briggs <rbriggs@clf.org>  
Sent: Friday, May 30, 2025 1:14 PM 
To: CSC-DL Siting Council <Siting.Council@ct.gov> 
Subject: Dkt. 516R Status 

 

EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click any links or open any 
attachments unless you trust the sender and know the content is safe. 

Hello, 
 
I am hoping you can help me understand the procedural pathway for Docket 516R. The Superior 
Court remanded the matter to the Siting Council on April 23, 2025. I see the Council's April 30, 2025 
correspondence noting that the matter will be scheduled for a future meeting. I was hoping that 
you could provide additional clarity on the timeline for this matter, as well as any additional 
opportunities for public participation in the decision.  
 
Thanks! 

Rachel 
Rachel Briggs 
Staff Attorney, Connecticut  

mailto:rbriggs@clf.org
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Conservation Law Foundation 

Pronouns: she/her/hers  
 
P: 203-902-2131 
E: rbriggs@clf.org  
 
For a thriving New England 
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From: Bachman, Melanie  
Sent: Friday, June 6, 2025 1:12 PM 
To: Fontaine, Lisa <Lisa.Fontaine@ct.gov> 
Subject: RE: Question 

 
Got it. Thanks. I’ll fix the DFOF and send them over ASAP.  
 
Melanie A. Bachman, Esq. 
Executive Director/Staff Attorney 

Connecticut Siting Council 
10 Franklin Square 

New Britain, CT 06051 

860-827-2951 

 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This message is intended only for the use of the individual(s) named above. Information in this e-mail or any 
attachment may be confidential or otherwise protected from disclosure by state or federal law. Any unauthorized use, dissemination, or 
copying of this message is prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please refrain from reading this e-mail or any attachments and 
notify the sender immediately. Please destroy all copies of this communication. 
From: Fontaine, Lisa  
Sent: Friday, June 6, 2025 1:06 PM 
To: Bachman, Melanie  
Subject: FW: Question 

 
From: Elin Katz  
Sent: Friday, June 6, 2025 12:57 PM 
To: Fontaine, Lisa <Lisa.Fontaine@ct.gov> 
Subject: Re: Question 

 

EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click any links or open any 
attachments unless you trust the sender and know the content is safe. 

Hi Lisa,  
 
I did start to read it, but didn't get through the whole thing. Plus since I'm not going to be 
voting on the matter, I don't want to submit time to it. Seems unfair. 
 
Thank you, and thank you to Melanie, for your consideration. 
 
Best, Elin 
 
On Fri, Jun 6, 2025 at 8:43 AM Fontaine, Lisa <Lisa.Fontaine@ct.gov> wrote: 

Just checking….Melanie asked you to read DO516 record prior to you leaving the Council, but I 
don’t see that on your per diem. Did you read the record? Because if you did, can you please let me 

mailto:Lisa.Fontaine@ct.gov
mailto:Lisa.Fontaine@ct.gov


know which days so that you can be reimbursed; and if you did not, can you please let me know 
just so I know it’s okay to process your reimbursement as is? Thanks. 

 

Lisa Fontaine 

Fiscal Administrative Officer 

CONNECTICUT SITING COUNCIL 

Ten Franklin Square 

New Britain, CT 06051 
P: 860.827.2969(F: 860.827.2950(E: lisa.fontaine@ct.gov 
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From: Bachman, Melanie <Melanie.Bachman@ct.gov>  
Sent: Friday, June 6, 2025 2:54 PM 
To: Fontaine, Lisa <Lisa.Fontaine@ct.gov>; CSC-DL Siting Council <Siting.Council@ct.gov> 
Subject: RE: Council Member Friday Packets 

 
That’s extremely important to include. Thanks. 
 
If the Joint Letter does not arrive by the time we’re done with printing the DFOF, it can wait until next 
week. We’ll post their comments and I already made a DFOF about that and then it led to the 
meeting schedule and the FOIA. Never ends, but very close! 
 
Melanie A. Bachman, Esq. 
Executive Director/Staff Attorney 

Connecticut Siting Council 
10 Franklin Square 

New Britain, CT  06051 

860-827-2951 

 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:  This message is intended only for the use of the individual(s) named above.  Information in this e-mail or any 
attachment may be confidential or otherwise protected from disclosure by state or federal law.  Any unauthorized use, dissemination, or 
copying of this message is prohibited.  If you are not the intended recipient, please refrain from reading this e-mail or any attachments and 
notify the sender immediately.  Please destroy all copies of this communication. 
From: Fontaine, Lisa <Lisa.Fontaine@ct.gov>  
Sent: Friday, June 6, 2025 2:10 PM 
To: CSC-DL Siting Council <Siting.Council@ct.gov> 
Subject: RE: Council Member Friday Packets 

 
Sorry here’s the list again, but with DO470C/DO527 Withdrawal letter 
 
From: Fontaine, Lisa <Lisa.Fontaine@ct.gov>  
Sent: Friday, June 6, 2025 2:09 PM 
To: CSC-DL Siting Council <Siting.Council@ct.gov> 
Subject: Council Member Friday Packets 

 
Here’s the list we have for the Council (highlighted items have not yet been recd.) 
 
Council Quorum Sheet – June through August 2025 
TS Annotated 
EM Annotated 
Energy/Telecommunications June 12, 2025 Agenda 
DO470C/527 – Withdrawal Letter 
DO516R – Draft Remand Findings of Fact 
DO516R – Town of Fairfield and City of Bridgeport Joint Letter 
DO525 – Draft D&M Plan Staff Report 
DO531 – Applicants’ Post-Hearing Brief 

mailto:Lisa.Fontaine@ct.gov
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mailto:Siting.Council@ct.gov


DO532 – Public Comments:  First Selectman Dan Jerram; Guibert; Smith-Alvey; Alvey; Buley; 
Meglio 
DO539 – Motion for Protective Order 
PE1463A – Draft D&M Plan Staff Report 
PE1463A – D&M Interrogatory Responses 
PE1533A – Public Comment: Peter 
PE1586 – Public Comment: Payne; Auth 
PE1611 – Draft D&M Plan Staff Report 
PE1664 – DEEP Comments 
PE1665 – DEEP Comments 
PE1665 – Public Comment: Krane 
PE1666 – DEEP Comments 
PE1666 – DPH Comments 
PE1671 - *NEW* TRITEC/Salem 
Unknown Docket – Plainfield Trash to Energy: Plainfield Economic Development Commission 
 
Lisa Fontaine 
Fiscal Administrative Officer 
CONNECTICUT SITING COUNCIL 
Ten Franklin Square 
New Britain, CT  06051 
P: 860.827.2969(F: 860.827.2950(E: lisa.fontaine@ct.gov 
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From: Bachman, Melanie  
Sent: Friday, June 6, 2025 3:42 PM 
To: Hulin, Patrick <Patrick.Hulin@ct.gov> 
Subject: FW: Docket No. 516R 
 
Good afternoon. 
 
We received the attached joint letter earlier today. Below is a snip of our quorum sheet. It’s a safe 
bet Brian G. from DEEP will be a yes for both meetings, but... Thanks. Have a nice weekend. 
 

 
 
Melanie A. Bachman, Esq. 
Executive Director/Staff Attorney 

Connecticut Siting Council 
10 Franklin Square 

New Britain, CT 06051 

860-827-2951 



 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This message is intended only for the use of the individual(s) named above. Information in this e-mail or any 
attachment may be confidential or otherwise protected from disclosure by state or federal law. Any unauthorized use, dissemination, or 
copying of this message is prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please refrain from reading this e-mail or any attachments and 
notify the sender immediately. Please destroy all copies of this communication. 
From: Poland, Lisa  
Sent: Friday, June 6, 2025 12:22 PM 
To: Bachman, Melanie ; CSC-DL Siting Council  
Cc: Ball, David A. ; Dobin, David ; Vergara, Jill S. ; bmcdermott@murthalaw.com; Daniel E. Casagrande ; 
Joseph P. Mortelliti ; Mario F. Coppola ; mstuder@berchemmoses.com; Bogan, David W. ; Christopher 
Russo ; Tom Mayes ; Schaefer, Jon ; Hoffman, Lee D. ; Perry Phillips, Jean ; lfeinn@pullcom.com 
Subject: Docket No. 516R 
 
EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click any links or open any 
attachments unless you trust the sender and know the content is safe. 
Attached please find a letter regarding Docket No. 516R. The original and 15 copies will be sent via 
FedEx to the Siting Council today. 
 
Lisa S. Poland  
Litigation & Appellate Paralegal | Cohen and Wolf, P.C. 
1115 Broad Street | Bridgeport, CT 06604  
P: 203.337.4242 | F: 203.337.5543 
lpoland@cohenandwolf.com | www.cohenandwolf.com  
 
 
This message is being sent by or on behalf of a lawyer. It is intended for the exclusive use of the individual or entity that is the named addressee 
and may contain information that is privileged or confidential or otherwise legally exempt from disclosure. If you are not the named addressee 
or an employee or agent responsible for delivering this message to the named addressee, you are not authorized to read, print, retain, copy or 
disseminate this message or any part of it. If you have received this message in error, please notify us immediately by e-mail, or by telephone 
(203-368-0211), discard any paper copies and delete all electronic files of the message. 
 

WARNING: FRAUD ALERT. If you receive an e-mail appearing to be from this office which requests that 
you wire or otherwise transfer funds to any party, you must confirm the request and any corresponding 
instructions via telephone before you initiate any wire or other transfer. Hackers are targeting e-mails of 
law firms and other businesses in attempts to initiate fraudulent wire or other transfer requests. PLEASE 
CONFIRM BY CALLING THE ORIGINATOR OF THE EMAIL, USING PREVIOUSLY KNOWN CONTACT 
INFORMATION, PRIOR TO WIRING OR OTHERWISE TRANSFERRING FUNDS. 
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From: Fontaine, Lisa <Lisa.Fontaine@ct.gov>  
Sent: Friday, June 6, 2025 4:19 PM 
To: Bachman, Melanie <Melanie.Bachman@ct.gov> 
Subject: RE: D516R DFOF 

 
I think okay now…can you double check? 
 
From: Bachman, Melanie <Melanie.Bachman@ct.gov>  
Sent: Friday, June 6, 2025 4:09 PM 
To: Fontaine, Lisa <Lisa.Fontaine@ct.gov> 
Subject: RE: D516R DFOF 

 
The Figures are astray. Could you please just fix Figure 1 to be on the same page, which is 87, and 
the rest should follow along? Sorry. 
 
Thanks. 
 
Melanie A. Bachman, Esq. 
Executive Director/Staff Attorney 

Connecticut Siting Council 
10 Franklin Square 

New Britain, CT  06051 

860-827-2951 

 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:  This message is intended only for the use of the individual(s) named above.  Information in this e-mail or any 
attachment may be confidential or otherwise protected from disclosure by state or federal law.  Any unauthorized use, dissemination, or 
copying of this message is prohibited.  If you are not the intended recipient, please refrain from reading this e-mail or any attachments and 
notify the sender immediately.  Please destroy all copies of this communication. 
From: Fontaine, Lisa <Lisa.Fontaine@ct.gov>  
Sent: Friday, June 6, 2025 4:04 PM 
To: Bachman, Melanie <Melanie.Bachman@ct.gov> 
Subject: RE: D516R DFOF 

 
So is this how you want it to look before we start printing? 
 
From: Bachman, Melanie <Melanie.Bachman@ct.gov>  
Sent: Friday, June 6, 2025 3:46 PM 
To: LaFountain, Dakota <Dakota.LaFountain@ct.gov>; Fontaine, Lisa <Lisa.Fontaine@ct.gov> 
Cc: Walsh, Christina <Christina.Walsh@ct.gov>; Perrone, Michael <Michael.Perrone@ct.gov> 
Subject: D516R DFOF 

 
Good afternoon. 
 
I finished adding some DFOF and this should be ready for takeoff now. The last section completely 
highlighted in yellow grew substantially from this morning. I’m done. 
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The file is attached and in the folder with the TOC that is marked First Meeting. 
 
Thanks. 
 
Melanie A. Bachman, Esq. 
Executive Director/Staff Attorney 

Connecticut Siting Council 
10 Franklin Square 

New Britain, CT  06051 

860-827-2951 

 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:  This message is intended only for the use of the individual(s) named above.  Information in this e-mail or any 
attachment may be confidential or otherwise protected from disclosure by state or federal law.  Any unauthorized use, dissemination, or 
copying of this message is prohibited.  If you are not the intended recipient, please refrain from reading this e-mail or any attachments and 
notify the sender immediately.  Please destroy all copies of this communication. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



From: Golembiewski, Brian <Brian.Golembiewski@ct.gov>  
Sent: Monday, June 9, 2025 9:04 AM 
To: Bachman, Melanie <Melanie.Bachman@ct.gov> 
Subject: RE: Docket 516R 
 
Thanks! 
 
From: Bachman, Melanie <Melanie.Bachman@ct.gov>  
Sent: Monday, June 9, 2025 9:03 AM 
To: Golembiewski, Brian <Brian.Golembiewski@ct.gov> 
Subject: RE: Docket 516R 
 
Good morning, Brian. 
 
I hope you had a nice weekend. 
 
I’ll give you a call in about 5 minutes. 
 
Thanks. 
 
Melanie A. Bachman, Esq. 
Executive Director/Staff Attorney 

Connecticut Siting Council 
10 Franklin Square 

New Britain, CT  06051 

860-827-2951 

 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:  This message is intended only for the use of the individual(s) named above.  Information in this e-mail or any 
attachment may be confidential or otherwise protected from disclosure by state or federal law.  Any unauthorized use, dissemination, or 
copying of this message is prohibited.  If you are not the intended recipient, please refrain from reading this e-mail or any attachments and 
notify the sender immediately.  Please destroy all copies of this communication. 
From: Golembiewski, Brian <Brian.Golembiewski@ct.gov>  
Sent: Monday, June 9, 2025 8:26 AM 
To: Bachman, Melanie <Melanie.Bachman@ct.gov> 
Subject: Docket 516R 
 
Melanie, 
 
Good Morning! When you have time, could you give me a call? I want to go over what decisions we 
will need to make on this item. 
 
Thanks, 
 
Brian 
 

mailto:Melanie.Bachman@ct.gov
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From: Bruce McDermott <bmcdermott@harrisbeachmurtha.com>  
Sent: Monday, June 9, 2025 1:27 PM 
To: Bachman, Melanie <Melanie.Bachman@ct.gov> 
Subject: FW: From Gerber- URGENT: United Illuminating's Plan for Massive Monopoles 

 
EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click any links or open any 
attachments unless you trust the sender and know the content is safe. 
FYI 
 
  

Bruce McDermott  |  Partner 
 

Direct: 203.772.7787  |  Email: bmcdermott@harrisbeachmurtha.com 
  

   
 

 

   
HARRISBEACHMURTHA.COM 
  

New Haven Office  |  One Century Tower, 265 Church Street ,  New Haven ,  CT   06510-1220 
 

203.772.7700  |  Fax:  203.772.7723 
   

   

 

 |  
 

 |  
 

 |  
  

  
     

From: LESLIE DOWNEY <leslie.downey@uinet.com>  
Sent: Monday, June 9, 2025 1:23 PM 
To: BAILEY, DANIEL <dbailey@uinet.com>; SHAWN CROSBIE <shawn.crosbie@avangrid.com>; SARAH 
WALL FLIOTSOS <swall@uinet.com>; Bruce McDermott <bmcdermott@harrisbeach.com> 
Subject: From Gerber- URGENT: United Illuminating's Plan for Massive Monopoles 

 
Fyi-Urgent message from Gerber about Thurs. 
 
 

Internal Use 
---------- Forwarded message --------- 
From: Town of Fairfield <lclair-fairfieldct.org@shared1.ccsend.com> 
Date: Mon, Jun 9, 2025 at 12:21 PM 
Subject: URGENT: United Illuminating's Plan for Massive Monopoles 
To: <downey.leslie@gmail.com>  
 

Please Joi n the Connecticut Siting Council Meeti ng on June 12  
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Important Community News 

 

United Illuminating/Monopoles Update 

 
 

  

 

 

June 9, 2025 
 
Dear concerned citizens, 
 
I'm writing to ask you to attend the Connecticut Siting Council (CSC) virtual 
meeting on Thursday, June 12, 2025, at 1:00 PM. This meeting may determine 
the future of Docket 516, United Illuminating’s proposal to install massive 
monopoles and new transmission lines through Southport, Fairfield, and 
Bridgeport. 
 
The Town of Fairfield, the City of Bridgeport, the Sasco Creek Neighbors 
Environmental Trust (SCNETI), the Southport Congregational Church and BJ's 
Wholesale Club fought this plan in court and were awarded a victory when it was 
remanded back to the Siting Council. But the fight is not over.  
 
 

Why This Matters 
 
Originally, UI proposed building this project on the south side of the Metro-North 
Railroad tracks—a plan that would have required over 19 acres of permanent 
easements from homes, businesses, churches, historic properties, and the towns 
themselves. 
  
But instead of approving or denying that application, the CSC took an 
unprecedented step: they approved a completely different project on the north 
side of the tracks—one that UI never designed or submitted. This alternative route 
posed similar impacts, but with no opportunity for affected property owners to 
weigh in. 
  
The Town of Fairfield, the City of Bridgeport, and other grassroots organizations 
including SCNETI, successfully challenged this overreach. In April 2025, the 
Superior Court ruled that: 
·   The CSC acted beyond its legal authority 
·   The public was denied fair notice and participation 
·   The decision must be remanded back to the CSC for corrective action 
  



🔍 What’s at Stake Now 
 
The CSC will meet on June 12 to decide how to proceed. Our legal position is 
clear: 
The only lawful option is for the CSC to deny Docket 516 and require UI to submit 
a new application that properly considers alternatives and allows for full public 
input. 
  
We are concerned, however, that the CSC may attempt to revive the original south 
side route, which would be devastating for: 
·   Residents and small businesses 
·   Local churches and historic districts 
·   Town character, economy, and property rights 
  

📣 Why Your Attendance Matters 
 
This meeting is a critical opportunity to show that our community is still 
watching and still cares. There is no opportunity for public comment, but we 
must remind the CSC that we will not accept shortcuts, rehashes, or unlawful 
decisions. 
  
Our goal: 100+ attendees. Whether you can stay for the whole meeting or just 
join briefly, your presence sends a powerful message. 
  

🗓 CSC Meeting – Thursday, June 12, 2025 at 1:00 PM ET 
 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81351401216?pwd=nOfM3dat3At4vty5tabjoTcz2F
Yj8a.1 
Meeting ID: 813 5140 1216 
Passcode: a39FiM 
  
To Dial In by Phone: 
+1 929 205 6099 US (New York) 
Meeting ID: 813 5140 1216 
Passcode: 950005 
  
Please share this with your neighbors and local organizations. We’ve come this far 
because of strong, united advocacy. Let’s keep showing up. 
  
I hope to see you on the Zoom Meeting. Together, we can make a difference. 
  
 
Bill Gerber  
First Selectman  
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Why Am I Receiving This Email? 
 

 

 

The Town periodically sends updates to individuals who have asked to be informed about United 
Illuminating's massive utility monopoles in Fairfield.  
 
If you find this information useful, please feel free to forward to your neighbors. If you prefer not to receive 
these communications, you can easily unsubscribe at the bottom. 

 

  



 

  

 

 

 
Independence Hall 

725 Old Post Road, Fairfield, CT 06824 
203-256-3030 

       
  

 

 

Town of Fairfield | 725 Old Post Road | Fairfield, CT 06824 US 

Unsubscribe | Update Profile | Constant Contact Data Notice  
  

  

    

  

 
 

 
   

 
 

   

Please consider the environment before printing this email. 
 
  If you have received this message in error, please notify the sender and immediately delete this message and any attachment hereto 
and/or copy hereof, as such message contains confidential information intended solely for the individual or entity to whom it is addressed. 
The use or disclosure of such information to third parties is prohibited by law and may give rise to civil or criminal liability. 
 
The views presented in this message are solely those of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the opinion of Avangrid, Inc. or any 
company of its group. Neither Avangrid, Inc. nor any company of its group guarantees the integrity, security or proper receipt of this 
message. Likewise, neither Avangrid, Inc. nor any company of its group accepts any liability whatsoever for any possible damages arising 
from, or in connection with, data interception, software viruses or manipulation by third parties. 
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From: Bachman, Melanie <Melanie.Bachman@ct.gov>  
Sent: Monday, June 9, 2025 2:08 PM 
To: CSC-DL Siting Council <Siting.Council@ct.gov> 
Subject: Nuclear Zoom option for 6/12 
Importance: High 

 

  
  
 

 
Important Community News 
 
United Illuminating/Monopoles Update 
 

 

  

 

 

June 9, 2025 
 
Dear concerned citizens, 
 
I'm writing to ask you to attend the Connecticut Siting Council (CSC) virtual meeting 
on Thursday, June 12, 2025, at 1:00 PM. This meeting may determine the future of 
Docket 516, United Illuminating’s proposal to install massive monopoles and new 
transmission lines through Southport, Fairfield, and Bridgeport. 
 
The Town of Fairfield, the City of Bridgeport, the Sasco Creek Neighbors Environmental 
Trust (SCNETI), the Southport Congregational Church and BJ's Wholesale Club fought 
this plan in court and were awarded a victory when it was remanded back to the Siting 
Council. But the fight is not over.  
 
 
Why This Matters 
 
Originally, UI proposed building this project on the south side of the Metro-North 
Railroad tracks—a plan that would have required over 19 acres of permanent 
easements from homes, businesses, churches, historic properties, and the towns 
themselves. 
 
But instead of approving or denying that application, the CSC took an unprecedented 
step: they approved a completely different project on the north side of the tracks—one 
that UI never designed or submitted. This alternative route posed similar impacts, but 
with no opportunity for affected property owners to weigh in. 
 



The Town of Fairfield, the City of Bridgeport, and other grassroots organizations 
including SCNETI, successfully challenged this overreach. In April 2025, the Superior 
Court ruled that: 
· The CSC acted beyond its legal authority 
· The public was denied fair notice and participation 
· The decision must be remanded back to the CSC for corrective action 
 
    What’s at Stake Now 
 
The CSC will meet on June 12 to decide how to proceed. Our legal position is clear: 
The only lawful option is for the CSC to deny Docket 516 and require UI to submit a new 
application that properly considers alternatives and allows for full public input. 
 
We are concerned, however, that the CSC may attempt to revive the original south side 
route, which would be devastating for: 
· Residents and small businesses 
· Local churches and historic districts 
· Town character, economy, and property rights 
 
   Why Your Attendance Matters 
 
This meeting is a critical opportunity to show that our community is still watching and 
still cares. There is no opportunity for public comment, but we must remind the CSC 
that we will not accept shortcuts, rehashes, or unlawful decisions. 
 
Our goal: 100+ attendees. Whether you can stay for the whole meeting or just join 
briefly, your presence sends a powerful message. 
 
                CSC Meeting – Thursday, June 12, 2025 at 1:00 PM ET 
 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81351401216?pwd=nOfM3dat3At4vty5tabjoTcz2FYj8a.1 
Meeting ID: 813 5140 1216 
Passcode: a39FiM 
 
To Dial In by Phone: 
+1 929 205 6099 US (New York) 
Meeting ID: 813 5140 1216 
Passcode: 950005 
 
Please share this with your neighbors and local organizations. We’ve come this far 
because of strong, united advocacy. Let’s keep showing up. 
 
I hope to see you on the Zoom Meeting. Together, we can make a difference. 
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Bill Gerber  
First Selectman  

 

 

  

 

 

 
Why Am I Receiving This Email? 
 

 

 



The Town periodically sends updates to individuals who have asked to be informed 
about United Illuminating's massive utility monopoles in Fairfield.  
 
If you find this information useful, please feel free to forward to your neighbors. If you 
prefer not to receive these communications, you can easily unsubscribe at the bottom. 

 

  
 

  

 

  
Independence Hall 
725 Old Post Road, Fairfield, CT 06824 
203-256-3030 

 

  

 

 
 
Melanie A. Bachman, Esq. 
Executive Director/Staff Attorney 
Connecticut Siting Council 
10 Franklin Square 
New Britain, CT 06051 
860-827-2951 

 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This message is intended only for the use of the individual(s) 
named above. Information in this e-mail or any attachment may be confidential or 
otherwise protected from disclosure by state or federal law. Any unauthorized use, 
dissemination, or copying of this message is prohibited. If you are not the intended 
recipient, please refrain from reading this e-mail or any attachments and notify the sender 
immediately. Please destroy all copies of this communication. 
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From: Bachman, Melanie  
Sent: Wednesday, June 11, 2025 9:28 AM 
To: Hulin, Patrick <Patrick.Hulin@ct.gov> 
Subject: FW: Letter from State Legislators - Please See Attached 
 
Good morning, Patrick. 
 
I hope all is well. 
 
FYI – we received this invitation to meet with the Fairfield and Bridgeport state legislators. The 
suggested date would be sandwiched between the CSC’s proposed new final decision scheduled 
for 6/12 and the CSC’s new final decision scheduled for 6/26. Also, I’ll unfortunately be out of state 
next week, but I’ll have my laptop and two phones.  
 
What do you recommend? 
 
Thanks. 
 
Melanie A. Bachman, Esq. 
Executive Director/Staff Attorney 

Connecticut Siting Council 
10 Franklin Square 

New Britain, CT  06051 

860-827-2951 

 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:  This message is intended only for the use of the individual(s) named above.  Information in this e-mail or any 
attachment may be confidential or otherwise protected from disclosure by state or federal law.  Any unauthorized use, dissemination, or 
copying of this message is prohibited.  If you are not the intended recipient, please refrain from reading this e-mail or any attachments and 
notify the sender immediately.  Please destroy all copies of this communication. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



From: Bachman, Melanie  
Sent: Thursday, June 12, 2025 11:25 AM 
To: Fontaine, Lisa <Lisa.Fontaine@ct.gov> 
Subject: RE: webpage with agenda meeting materials 
 
Just put the findings and not the highlighted. Thanks. 
 
Melanie A. Bachman, Esq. 
Executive Director/Staff Attorney 

Connecticut Siting Council 
10 Franklin Square 

New Britain, CT  06051 

860-827-2951 

 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:  This message is intended only for the use of the individual(s) named above.  Information in this e-mail or any 
attachment may be confidential or otherwise protected from disclosure by state or federal law.  Any unauthorized use, dissemination, or 
copying of this message is prohibited.  If you are not the intended recipient, please refrain from reading this e-mail or any attachments and 
notify the sender immediately.  Please destroy all copies of this communication. 

From: Fontaine, Lisa <Lisa.Fontaine@ct.gov>  
Sent: Thursday, June 12, 2025 11:19 AM 
To: Bachman, Melanie <Melanie.Bachman@ct.gov> 
Subject: webpage with agenda meeting materials 

 
I’m not sure if I sent this to you yet for review/approval…I’m questioning the highlighted if I should 
just put the findings and not the highlighted 
 
Meeting Materials for the June 12, 2025 Energy/Telecommunications Meeting 

• Draft Energy/Telecommunications May 29, 2025 Meeting Minutes 
• Docket No. 516R (UI/Fairfield to Congress Railroad Transmission Line 115-kV Rebuild 

Project) - Court-ordered Remand 
• Docket No. 516R (UI/Fairfield to Congress Railroad Transmission Line 115-kV Rebuild 

Project) - Draft Remand Findings of Fact 
• Docket No. 525 (Greenskies/Stonington) - Draft D&M Plan Staff Report 
• Petition No. 1463A (CF Mulnite/East Windsor) - Draft D&M Plan Staff Report 
• Petition No. 1611 (Lodestar/Enfield) - Draft D&M Plan Staff Report 
• Tower Share Request Consent Calendar 

 
Lisa Fontaine 
Fiscal Administrative Officer 
CONNECTICUT SITING COUNCIL 
Ten Franklin Square 
New Britain, CT  06051 
P: 860.827.2969(F: 860.827.2950(E: lisa.fontaine@ct.gov 
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https://authoring.ct.gov/-/media/csc/4_csc_calendarofevents/meetingmaterials/2025/2025-0612-meetingmaterials/foragenda_202500612_ts_annotated_a.pdf
mailto:lisa.fontaine@ct.gov


From: Bachman, Melanie <Melanie.Bachman@ct.gov>  
Sent: Thursday, June 12, 2025 11:29 AM 
To: Hyatt, Austin <Austin.Hyatt@cga.ct.gov>; CSC-DL Siting Council <Siting.Council@ct.gov> 
Subject: RE: Letter from State Legislators - Please See Attached 
 
No. I’m returning on Tuesday, June 24th. Thanks. 
 
Melanie A. Bachman, Esq. 
Executive Director/Staff Attorney 

Connecticut Siting Council 
10 Franklin Square 

New Britain, CT 06051 

860-827-2951 

 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This message is intended only for the use of the individual(s) named above. Information in this e-mail or any 
attachment may be confidential or otherwise protected from disclosure by state or federal law. Any unauthorized use, dissemination, or 
copying of this message is prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please refrain from reading this e-mail or any attachments and 
notify the sender immediately. Please destroy all copies of this communication. 
From: Hyatt, Austin  
Sent: Thursday, June 12, 2025 10:59 AM 
To: Bachman, Melanie ; CSC-DL Siting Council  
Subject: RE: Letter from State Legislators - Please See Attached 
 
Specifically, do you have availability on Monday, June 23rd? 
 
Best, 
 
Austin Hyatt 
Clerk for the Judiciary Committee 

Aide to Representative Steve Stafstrom (129th District – Bridgeport) 

Room #2500, Legislative Office Building (300 Capitol Ave, Hartford, CT 06106) 

(860) 240-0532 | Austin.Hyatt@cga.ct.gov  

 
LEGAL NOTICE: Certain communications or records received by or sent from this electronic mail account may be 

subject to public disclosure pursuant to the Connecticut Freedom of Information Act, Conn. Gen. Stat. §1-200 et 

seq. 

 
From: Hyatt, Austin  
Sent: Thursday, June 12, 2025 10:04 AM 
To: Bachman, Melanie <Melanie.Bachman@ct.gov>; CSC-DL Siting Council <Siting.Council@ct.gov> 
Subject: RE: Letter from State Legislators - Please See Attached 
 
Good Morning Melanie, 
 
Thank you for letting me know. Are you available any days the following week? 
 

mailto:Austin.Hyatt@cga.ct.gov
mailto:Melanie.Bachman@ct.gov
mailto:Siting.Council@ct.gov


Best, 
 
Austin Hyatt 
Clerk for the Judiciary Committee 

Aide to Representative Steve Stafstrom (129th District – Bridgeport) 

Room #2500, Legislative Office Building (300 Capitol Ave, Hartford, CT 06106) 

(860) 240-0532 | Austin.Hyatt@cga.ct.gov  

 
LEGAL NOTICE: Certain communications or records received by or sent from this electronic mail account may be 

subject to public disclosure pursuant to the Connecticut Freedom of Information Act, Conn. Gen. Stat. §1-200 et 

seq. 

 
From: Bachman, Melanie <Melanie.Bachman@ct.gov>  
Sent: Thursday, June 12, 2025 8:28 AM 
To: Hyatt, Austin <Austin.Hyatt@cga.ct.gov>; CSC-DL Siting Council <Siting.Council@ct.gov> 
Cc: Rep. Stafstrom, Steve <Steve.Stafstrom@cga.ct.gov>; Rep. Gee, Fred <Fred.Gee@cga.ct.gov>; Rep. 
Brown, Marcus <Marcus.Brown@cga.ct.gov>; Rep. Rosario, Christopher 
<Christopher.Rosario@cga.ct.gov>; Rep. Felipe, Antonio <Antonio.Felipe@cga.ct.gov>; Rep. Leeper, 
Jennifer <Jennifer.Leeper@cga.ct.gov>; Rep. McCarthy Vahey, Cristin 
<Cristin.McCarthyVahey@cga.ct.gov>; Rep. Keitt, Sarah <Sarah.Keitt@cga.ct.gov>; Sen. Gadkar-Wilcox, 
Sujata <Sujata.Gadkar-Wilcox@cga.ct.gov>; Sen. Gaston, Herron <Herron.Gaston@cga.ct.gov>; Sen. 
Hwang, Tony <Tony.Hwang@cga.ct.gov> 
Subject: RE: Letter from State Legislators - Please See Attached 
 
Good morning, Austin. 
 
Unfortunately, I will be in Nevada next week to settle my brother’s estate affairs.  
 
Sorry for the inconvenience. 
 
Thanks. Have a great day. 
 
Melanie 
 
Melanie A. Bachman, Esq. 
Executive Director/Staff Attorney 

Connecticut Siting Council 
10 Franklin Square 

New Britain, CT 06051 

860-827-2951 

 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This message is intended only for the use of the individual(s) named above. Information in this e-mail or any 
attachment may be confidential or otherwise protected from disclosure by state or federal law. Any unauthorized use, dissemination, or 
copying of this message is prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please refrain from reading this e-mail or any attachments and 
notify the sender immediately. Please destroy all copies of this communication. 
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From: Hyatt, Austin <Austin.Hyatt@cga.ct.gov>  
Sent: Tuesday, June 10, 2025 6:36 PM 
To: Bachman, Melanie <Melanie.Bachman@ct.gov>; CSC-DL Siting Council <Siting.Council@ct.gov> 
Cc: Rep. Stafstrom, Steve <Steve.Stafstrom@cga.ct.gov>; Rep. Gee, Fred <Fred.Gee@cga.ct.gov>; Rep. 
Brown, Marcus <Marcus.Brown@cga.ct.gov>; Rep. Rosario, Christopher 
<Christopher.Rosario@cga.ct.gov>; Rep. Felipe, Antonio <Antonio.Felipe@cga.ct.gov>; Rep. Leeper, 
Jennifer <Jennifer.Leeper@cga.ct.gov>; Rep. McCarthy Vahey, Cristin 
<Cristin.McCarthyVahey@cga.ct.gov>; Rep. Keitt, Sarah <Sarah.Keitt@cga.ct.gov>; Sen. Gadkar-Wilcox, 
Sujata <Sujata.Gadkar-Wilcox@cga.ct.gov>; Sen. Gaston, Herron <Herron.Gaston@cga.ct.gov>; Sen. 
Hwang, Tony <Tony.Hwang@cga.ct.gov> 
Subject: RE: Letter from State Legislators - Please See Attached 
 
Hi Melanie, 
 
Thank you for your reply. We would still welcome the opportunity to meet—does next Tuesday, 
June 17th at 11:00AM work for you? 
 
Best, 
 
Austin Hyatt 
Clerk for the Judiciary Committee 

Aide to Representative Steve Stafstrom (129th District – Bridgeport) 

Room #2500, Legislative Office Building (300 Capitol Ave, Hartford, CT 06106) 

(860) 240-0532 | Austin.Hyatt@cga.ct.gov  

 
LEGAL NOTICE: Certain communications or records received by or sent from this electronic mail account may be 

subject to public disclosure pursuant to the Connecticut Freedom of Information Act, Conn. Gen. Stat. §1-200 et 

seq. 

 
From: Bachman, Melanie <Melanie.Bachman@ct.gov>  
Sent: Tuesday, June 10, 2025 3:09 PM 
To: Hyatt, Austin <Austin.Hyatt@cga.ct.gov>; CSC-DL Siting Council <Siting.Council@ct.gov> 
Cc: Rep. Stafstrom, Steve <Steve.Stafstrom@cga.ct.gov>; Rep. Gee, Fred <Fred.Gee@cga.ct.gov>; Rep. 
Brown, Marcus <Marcus.Brown@cga.ct.gov>; Rep. Rosario, Christopher 
<Christopher.Rosario@cga.ct.gov>; Rep. Felipe, Antonio <Antonio.Felipe@cga.ct.gov>; Rep. Leeper, 
Jennifer <Jennifer.Leeper@cga.ct.gov>; Rep. McCarthy Vahey, Cristin 
<Cristin.McCarthyVahey@cga.ct.gov>; Rep. Keitt, Sarah <Sarah.Keitt@cga.ct.gov>; Sen. Gadkar-Wilcox, 
Sujata <Sujata.Gadkar-Wilcox@cga.ct.gov>; Sen. Gaston, Herron <Herron.Gaston@cga.ct.gov>; Sen. 
Hwang, Tony <Tony.Hwang@cga.ct.gov> 
Subject: RE: Letter from State Legislators - Please See Attached 
 
Good afternoon. 
 
All is well. Thanks for asking. I hope all is well with you, too. 
 
Thanks for the submission. We will post it on the Docket 516R webpage. 
 
Have a great day. 
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Melanie 
 
Melanie A. Bachman, Esq. 
Executive Director/Staff Attorney 
Connecticut Siting Council 
10 Franklin Square 
New Britain, CT 06051 
860-827-2951 

 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This message is intended only for the use of the individual(s) named above. Information in this e-mail or any 
attachment may be confidential or otherwise protected from disclosure by state or federal law. Any unauthorized use, dissemination, or 
copying of this message is prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please refrain from reading this e-mail or any attachments and 
notify the sender immediately. Please destroy all copies of this communication. 
From: Hyatt, Austin <Austin.Hyatt@cga.ct.gov>  
Sent: Tuesday, June 10, 2025 3:02 PM 
To: Bachman, Melanie <Melanie.Bachman@ct.gov> 
Cc: Rep. Stafstrom, Steve <Steve.Stafstrom@cga.ct.gov>; Rep. Gee, Fred <Fred.Gee@cga.ct.gov>; Rep. 
Brown, Marcus <Marcus.Brown@cga.ct.gov>; Rep. Rosario, Christopher 
<Christopher.Rosario@cga.ct.gov>; Rep. Felipe, Antonio <Antonio.Felipe@cga.ct.gov>; Rep. Leeper, 
Jennifer <Jennifer.Leeper@cga.ct.gov>; Rep. McCarthy Vahey, Cristin 
<Cristin.McCarthyVahey@cga.ct.gov>; Rep. Keitt, Sarah <Sarah.Keitt@cga.ct.gov>; Sen. Gadkar-Wilcox, 
Sujata <Sujata.Gadkar-Wilcox@cga.ct.gov>; Sen. Gaston, Herron <Herron.Gaston@cga.ct.gov>; Sen. 
Hwang, Tony <Tony.Hwang@cga.ct.gov> 
Subject: Letter from State Legislators - Please See Attached 
 
Dear Ms. Bachman, 
 
I hope this message finds you well. Attached to this email, please find a letter from members of the 
Fairfield and Bridgeport Delegations. They ask that I share it directly with you for your review and 
consideration. 
 
Please feel free to reach out if you have any questions or concerns. 
 
Best, 
 
Austin Hyatt 
Clerk for the Judiciary Committee 
Aide to Representative Steve Stafstrom (129th District – Bridgeport) 
Room #2500, Legislative Office Building (300 Capitol Ave, Hartford, CT 06106) 
(860) 240-0532 | Austin.Hyatt@cga.ct.gov  
 
LEGAL NOTICE: Certain communications or records received by or sent from this electronic mail account may be 

subject to public disclosure pursuant to the Connecticut Freedom of Information Act, Conn. Gen. Stat. §1-200 et se 
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From: Bachman, Melanie  
Sent: Friday, June 13, 2025 8:40 AM 
To: Brown, Shaniece <Shaniece.Brown@ctpost.com> 
Subject: RE: UI Vote Media Inquiry 

 
Good morning, Shaniece. 
 
Thanks for your email.  
 
The vote taken during the Siting Council meeting yesterday was a non-binding straw poll vote on a 
proposed final decision. Parties and intervenors to the application proceeding have until next 
Friday to submit comments on the Siting Council’s proposed final decision. During the next Siting 
Council meeting scheduled for June 26, the Siting Council will take a final vote.  
 
I’ve attached the memo we sent to the parties and intervenors to the application proceeding 
yesterday requesting comments on the proposed final decision. Any comments received from 
parties and intervenors to the application proceeding will be posted on the Docket 516R webpage 
at this link: https://portal.ct.gov/csc/1_applications-and-other-pending-
matters/applications/4_docketnos500s/docket-no-516r  
 
I hope this is helpful. Should you have any further questions, please feel free to contact me at your 
convenience. 
 
Thanks. Have a great day and a nice weekend. 
 
Melanie 
 
Melanie A. Bachman, Esq. 
Executive Director/Staff Attorney 

Connecticut Siting Council 
10 Franklin Square 

New Britain, CT 06051 

860-827-2951 

 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This message is intended only for the use of the individual(s) named above. Information in this e-mail or any 
attachment may be confidential or otherwise protected from disclosure by state or federal law. Any unauthorized use, dissemination, or 
copying of this message is prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please refrain from reading this e-mail or any attachments and 
notify the sender immediately. Please destroy all copies of this communication. 
From: Brown, Shaniece  
Sent: Thursday, June 12, 2025 4:33 PM 
To: Bachman, Melanie  
Subject: UI Vote Media Inquiry 

 

EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click any links or open any 
attachments unless you trust the sender and know the content is safe. 

https://portal.ct.gov/csc/1_applications-and-other-pending-matters/applications/4_docketnos500s/docket-no-516r
https://portal.ct.gov/csc/1_applications-and-other-pending-matters/applications/4_docketnos500s/docket-no-516r


Good afternoon, 
 
I'm Fairfield's new reporter and I wanted to connect with you regarding the vote that took 
place earlier this afternoon. 
 
I'd like to get a comment from someone on behalf of the council regarding the vote and 
their hopes for its impact on Fairfield moving forward. If there's also any insight into 
considerations UI should take in the future on a matter like this, that'd be helpful as well.  
 
During the meeting, Mr. Morissette gave an approval vote with some preferred changes. If 
there's any insight as to what he hoped some modifications could be, that would also be 
helpful, for clarity. 
 
Please let me know how I should best proceed with this inquiry. Thank you! 
 
Get Outlook for iOS 
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From: Bachman, Melanie  
Sent: Tuesday, June 24, 2025 4:15 PM 
To: cfisher@cuddyfeder.com 
Subject: FW: Docket No. 516R 
 
And here it is… so, we’ll roll with it. Sorry for the inconvenience. Thanks. 
 
Melanie A. Bachman, Esq. 
Executive Director/Staff Attorney 

Connecticut Siting Council 
10 Franklin Square 

New Britain, CT  06051 

860-827-2951 

 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:  This message is intended only for the use of the individual(s) named above.  Information in this e-mail or any 
attachment may be confidential or otherwise protected from disclosure by state or federal law.  Any unauthorized use, dissemination, or 
copying of this message is prohibited.  If you are not the intended recipient, please refrain from reading this e-mail or any attachments and 
notify the sender immediately.  Please destroy all copies of this communication. 
From: Bruce McDermott <bmcdermott@harrisbeachmurtha.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, June 24, 2025 4:06 PM 
To: Bachman, Melanie <Melanie.Bachman@ct.gov> 
Cc: Ball, David A. <DBall@cohenandwolf.com>; Vergara, Jill S. <JVergara@cohenandwolf.com>; 
bmcdermott@harrisbeachmurtha.com; Daniel E. Casagrande <dcasagrande@crameranderson.com>; 
Joseph P. Mortelliti <jmortelliti@crameranderson.com>; Mario F. Coppola 
<mcoppola@berchemmoses.com>; mstuder@berchemmoses.com; Bogan, David W. 
<dbogan@daypitney.com>; Christopher Russo <chris@russorizio.com>; Dobin, David 
<DDobin@cohenandwolf.com>; Tom Mayes <tmayes@savingplaces.org>; Schaefer, Jon 
<jschaefer@rc.com>; Hoffman, Lee D. <lhoffman@pullcom.com>; Perry Phillips, Jean 
<JPhillips@pullcom.com>; lfeinn@pullcom.com; Poland, Lisa <LPoland@cohenandwolf.com>; Vergara, 
Jill S. <JVergara@cohenandwolf.com>; Johnson, Sheika A. <SJohnson@cohenandwolf.com>; CSC-DL 
Siting Council <Siting.Council@ct.gov> 
Subject: Docket No. 516R 
 
EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click any links or open any 
attachments unless you trust the sender and know the content is safe. 
Good afternoon.  Attached is a Motion from The United Illuminating Company in Docket 
No. 516R. 
 
Bruce 
  
Bruce McDermott  |  Partner 
 

Direct: 203.772.7787  |  Email: bmcdermott@harrisbeachmurtha.com 
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From: Bachman, Melanie  
Sent: Tuesday, June 24, 2025 8:12 AM 
To: Angela Carella <angmcar36@gmail.com> 
Subject: RE: June 26 CSC vote 

 
Good morning. 
 
In response to your questions: 
 

1. The application record speaks for itself. It is over 7,500 pages. Please see cost summary 
chart from the Draft Findings of Fact below. 

2. Straw poll votes are non-binding. The intent of the straw poll vote is to give CSC staff 
direction on how to draft the final decision. Votes may change during deliberations on the 
final decision. 

3. CSC has the authority to grant or deny an application as filed, or grant it upon such terms, 
conditions, limitations or modifications of the construction or operation of the facility as 
CSC deems appropriate. 

 
I hope this is helpful. Should you have any further questions, please feel free to contact me at your 
convenience. 
 
Thanks. Have a great day. 
 
Melanie 
 
 



 



 
Melanie A. Bachman, Esq. 
Executive Director/Staff Attorney 

Connecticut Siting Council 
10 Franklin Square 

New Britain, CT  06051 

860-827-2951 

 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:  This message is intended only for the use of the individual(s) named above.  Information in this e-mail or any 
attachment may be confidential or otherwise protected from disclosure by state or federal law.  Any unauthorized use, dissemination, or 
copying of this message is prohibited.  If you are not the intended recipient, please refrain from reading this e-mail or any attachments and 
notify the sender immediately.  Please destroy all copies of this communication. 
From: Angela Carella <angmcar36@gmail.com>  
Sent: Monday, June 23, 2025 3:21 PM 
To: Bachman, Melanie <Melanie.Bachman@ct.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: June 26 CSC vote 

 

EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click any links or open any 
attachments unless you trust the sender and know the content is safe. 

One more question — does the CSC have the authority to order UI to place transmission 
lines underground?  
 
Angela Carella 
Reporter 
CT Examiner 
203-722-6811 
 
Begin forwarded message: 
 
From: Angela Carella <angmcar36@gmail.com> 
Subject: June 26 CSC vote 
Date: June 23, 2025 at 3:16:52 PM EDT 
To: Melanie.Bachman@ct.gov 
 
Hello Melanie, 
 
I am writing a story to preview Thursday’s vote by the Connecticut Siting Council on the 
United Illuminating project to replace aging transmission lines in Fairfield in Bridgeport. 
 
Opponents of the monopole project say the Siting Council often fails to demand more 
detail from utility companies on how they arrive at their cost estimates, and that the 

mailto:angmcar36@gmail.com
mailto:Melanie.Bachman@ct.gov
mailto:angmcar36@gmail.com
mailto:Melanie.Bachman@ct.gov


council often does not appreciate the ramifications of taking private property for utility 
projects. Will you respond to that? 
 
Also, how much weight typically is given to straw polls in council votes? 
 
I hope to hear from you by 10 am tomorrow. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Angela Carella 
Reporter 
CT Examiner 
Stamford 
203-722-6811 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



From: Hulin, Patrick <Patrick.Hulin@ct.gov>  
Sent: Tuesday, June 24, 2025 4:40 PM 
To: Bachman, Melanie <Melanie.Bachman@ct.gov> 
Subject: Re: Docket No. 516R 
 
Received, thank you. 
 
From: Bachman, Melanie <Melanie.Bachman@ct.gov> 
Date: Tuesday, June 24, 2025 at 4:22 PM 
To: Hulin, Patrick <Patrick.Hulin@ct.gov> 
Subject: FW: Docket No. 516R 

  
  
Melanie A. Bachman, Esq. 
Executive Director/Staff Attorney 
Connecticut Siting Council 
10 Franklin Square 
New Britain, CT  06051 
860-827-2951 

 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:  This message is intended only for the use of the individual(s) named above.  Information in this e-mail or any 
attachment may be confidential or otherwise protected from disclosure by state or federal law.  Any unauthorized use, dissemination, or 
copying of this message is prohibited.  If you are not the intended recipient, please refrain from reading this e-mail or any attachments and 
notify the sender immediately.  Please destroy all copies of this communication. 
From: Bruce McDermott <bmcdermott@harrisbeachmurtha.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, June 24, 2025 4:06 PM 
To: Bachman, Melanie <Melanie.Bachman@ct.gov> 
Cc: Ball, David A. <DBall@cohenandwolf.com>; Vergara, Jill S. <JVergara@cohenandwolf.com>; 
bmcdermott@harrisbeachmurtha.com; Daniel E. Casagrande <dcasagrande@crameranderson.com>; 
Joseph P. Mortelliti <jmortelliti@crameranderson.com>; Mario F. Coppola 
<mcoppola@berchemmoses.com>; mstuder@berchemmoses.com; Bogan, David W. 
<dbogan@daypitney.com>; Christopher Russo <chris@russorizio.com>; Dobin, David 
<DDobin@cohenandwolf.com>; Tom Mayes <tmayes@savingplaces.org>; Schaefer, Jon 
<jschaefer@rc.com>; Hoffman, Lee D. <lhoffman@pullcom.com>; Perry Phillips, Jean 
<JPhillips@pullcom.com>; lfeinn@pullcom.com; Poland, Lisa <LPoland@cohenandwolf.com>; Vergara, 
Jill S. <JVergara@cohenandwolf.com>; Johnson, Sheika A. <SJohnson@cohenandwolf.com>; CSC-DL 
Siting Council <Siting.Council@ct.gov> 
Subject: Docket No. 516R 
  
EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click any links or open any 
attachments unless you trust the sender and know the content is safe. 
Good afternoon.  Attached is a Motion from The United Illuminating Company in Docket 
No. 516R. 
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Bruce 
  
Bruce McDermott  |  Partner 
 

Direct: 203.772.7787  |  Email: bmcdermott@harrisbeachmurtha.com 
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From: Angela Carella <angmcar36@gmail.com>  
Sent: Thursday, June 26, 2025 3:37 PM 
To: Bachman, Melanie <Melanie.Bachman@ct.gov> 
Subject: Re: Listen to recording? 

 

EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click any links or open any 
attachments unless you trust the sender and know the content is safe. 

Thank you, Melanie.  
Your response is much appreciated. 
I will watch the recording as soon as it’s posted. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Angela Carella 
Reporter 
CT Examiner 
203-722-6811 
 
On Jun 26, 2025, at 2:35 PM, Bachman, Melanie <Melanie.Bachman@ct.gov> wrote: 
 
Good afternoon, Angela.  
 
Thanks for your emails. 
 
Like yours, our network connection is updating at a most inconvenient time. The short 
answer to your question is the CSC granted UI’s Motion to Stay the final decision in Docket 
516R because CSC is improperly constituted. The CSC membership statute requires at 
least 2 public members with experience in the field of ecology. Elin Katz was one of our 
ecology members. She resigned on May 30, 2025. Khristine Hall is our only ecology 
member at present.  
 
I hope this is responsive to your question.  
 
Thanks.  
 
Melanie 
 
Get Outlook for iOS 

 
From: Angela Carella <angmcar36@gmail.com> 
Sent: Thursday, June 26, 2025 2:27:58 PM 
To: CSC-DL Siting Council <Siting.Council@ct.gov> 
Subject: Listen to recording?  
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EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click any links or open any 
attachments unless you trust the sender and know the content is safe. 

Hello, 
 
Where on your website will I find the recording of today’s 1 pm meeting? 
 
Is it posted when the meeting ends, or is there a wait? 
 
Thank you, 
Angela Carella 
Reporter 
CT Examiner 
203-722-6811 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



From: Bachman, Melanie  
Sent: Thursday, July 31, 2025 11:51 AM 
To: Hulin, Patrick <Patrick.Hulin@ct.gov> 
Subject: FW: Question about UI Motion 

 
Good morning, Patrick. 
 
I hope all is well.  
 
As you can see from below, I think the time has come for the nuclear option. 
 
What is on the Governor’s schedule for Thursday, August 7 at 1 PM? 
 
Or, as the Governor’s potential “designee for a day,” what is on your schedule for Thursday, 
August 7 at 1 PM? 
 
Can we count on you to keep energy and telecommunications flowing in the state? Please advise. 
 
Thanks.  
 
As an aside, the attorney for Fairfield in the UI case has a proposed final decision on the meeting 
agenda as the attorney for the cell tower builder. There’s no motion related to improper 
constitution. 
 
Melanie A. Bachman, Esq. 
Executive Director/Staff Attorney 

Connecticut Siting Council 
10 Franklin Square 

New Britain, CT  06051 

860-827-2951 

 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:  This message is intended only for the use of the individual(s) named above.  Information in this e-mail or any 
attachment may be confidential or otherwise protected from disclosure by state or federal law.  Any unauthorized use, dissemination, or 
copying of this message is prohibited.  If you are not the intended recipient, please refrain from reading this e-mail or any attachments and 
notify the sender immediately.  Please destroy all copies of this communication. 
From: John Moritz <jmoritz@ctmirror.org>  
Sent: Thursday, July 31, 2025 10:17 AM 
To: Bachman, Melanie <Melanie.Bachman@ct.gov> 
Subject: Question about UI Motion 

 

EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click any links or open any 
attachments unless you trust the sender and know the content is safe. 

Executive Director Bachman,   
 

mailto:jmoritz@ctmirror.org
mailto:Melanie.Bachman@ct.gov


John Moritz here with the CT Mirror. I was looking through a few of the pending matters 
before the Siting Council when I cam across the council’s decision last month to stay the 
UI Transmission case due to the council not being “properly constituted” with two 
members experienced in the field of technology. I’m wondering what impact, if any, this 
issue presents to the other matters before the board.  
 
If you have a few minutes today, would you mind giving me a call to discuss? My number is 
203-505-4331.  
 
Best,  
 
John Moritz 
Energy/Environment Reporter  
CT Mirror 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/csc/1_dockets-medialibrary/1_media_do500_600/do516r/proceduralcorrespondence/do516r-dcltr-motiontostay_a.pdf?rev=79d4643123e64f638e8be1c816f60a59&hash=0B9752A7E799EDD0F1CDF7F1BD6C338C


From: Bachman, Melanie  
Sent: Friday, August 1, 2025 8:20 AM 
To: Coleman, Claire E <Claire.E.Coleman@ct.gov>; Fontaine, Lisa <Lisa.Fontaine@ct.gov> 
Cc: Talbert-Slagle, James M <James.Talbert-Slagle@ct.gov>; Sullo, Megan <Megan.Sullo@ct.gov>; 
Gaughran, Laura <Laura.Gaughran@ct.gov>; Wiehl, Thomas <Thomas.Wiehl@ct.gov> 
Subject: RE: Siting Council & OCC Meeting? 

 
Good morning, Claire. 
 
Thanks for your email. 
 
With all due respect to our esteemed OCC colleagues, our resources are far more limited, and I 
don’t think it would be fair to the ratepayers of the state if we held such a meeting without laying 
some groundwork as they would be charged for the time of two state agencies spent on how to 
participate in the administrative process. Furthermore, and most importantly, OCC staff has 
longstanding institutional knowledge related to participation in CSC proceedings, but I don’t see 
any of them copied here. 
 
The service list for any CSC matter consists of parties and intervenors who have been granted 
timely status in a pending proceeding. Docket 516R is on remand. Unfortunately, the website 
upgrade in 2020 removed the ability for interested persons to sign up for e-alerts from CSC when 
new documents are posted to the webpages.  
 
OCC is receiving solicitations for comments from Lisa and Dakota related to the construction of 
new facilities that are submitted to us. Public Act 24-144 requires applicants to send OCC notice of 
the filing of the application, and requires us to solicit comments related to the application from 
OCC and the other agencies. Every matter has a corresponding schedule that includes, but is not 
limited to, the deadline date for state agency comments. The schedules are posted on the 
webpages for the pending matters. 
 
August is not an ideal time for us to hold a meeting, partially because I have to travel periodically to 
settle my brother’s estate and partially because we are swamped with matters that are subject to 
statutory deadlines, but to lay some groundwork, below is a link to resources about participation in 
our process generally and by facility type to peruse in the meantime, and if the OCC team has any 
questions on the information, please feel free to email them to us at your convenience. We have 
answers. 
 
https://portal.ct.gov/csc/public-participation/public-participation/public-participation-
information-links  
 
Maybe we could meet sometime in the fall. 
 
Thanks. Have a nice weekend. 
 
Melanie 
 
 
 

https://portal.ct.gov/csc/public-participation/public-participation/public-participation-information-links
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Melanie A. Bachman, Esq. 
Executive Director/Staff Attorney 

Connecticut Siting Council 
10 Franklin Square 

New Britain, CT  06051 

860-827-2951 

 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:  This message is intended only for the use of the individual(s) named above.  Information in this e-mail or any 
attachment may be confidential or otherwise protected from disclosure by state or federal law.  Any unauthorized use, dissemination, or 
copying of this message is prohibited.  If you are not the intended recipient, please refrain from reading this e-mail or any attachments and 
notify the sender immediately.  Please destroy all copies of this communication. 
From: Coleman, Claire E <Claire.E.Coleman@ct.gov>  
Sent: Thursday, July 24, 2025 10:24 PM 
To: Bachman, Melanie <Melanie.Bachman@ct.gov>; Fontaine, Lisa <Lisa.Fontaine@ct.gov> 
Cc: Talbert-Slagle, James M <James.Talbert-Slagle@ct.gov>; Sullo, Megan <Megan.Sullo@ct.gov>; 
Gaughran, Laura <Laura.Gaughran@ct.gov>; Wiehl, Thomas <Thomas.Wiehl@ct.gov> 
Subject: Siting Council & OCC Meeting? 

 
Hi Melanie and Lisa, 
 
Our team at the OCC intends to participate when we can (within our limited resources) in certain 
dockets with significant ratepayer impact, and have been trying to figure out how best to monitor 
applications/petitions and related proceedings.  We’d love to meet with you to discuss siting 
council process. 
 
For example, with this ongoing docket, how do we get added to a service list to get updates? 
 
DOCKET NO. 516R – The United Illuminating Company (UI) application for a Certificate of 
Environmental Compatibility and Public Need for the Fairfield to Congress Railroad Transmission 
Line 115-kV Rebuild. 
 
Some of us get notifications from Lisa and Dakota, but we don’t have clear understanding of what 
we are getting and not getting, so walking through with you would be very helpful. 
 
Could we find a time to meet in August sometime? We are in the office on Tuesdays – or could do a 
virtual meeting as well if our office days don’t align. 
 
Thanks, 
Claire 
 
Claire E. Coleman 
Consumer Counsel 
Connecticut Office of Consumer Counsel 
10 Franklin Square New Britain, CT 06051 
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(860)-827-2901 
Claire.E.Coleman@ct.gov  
www.ct.gov/occ/  
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From: Bachman, Melanie  
Sent: Wednesday, August 6, 2025 3:48 PM 
To: CSC-DL Siting Council <Siting.Council@ct.gov> 
Subject: FW: Office of Governor Ned Lamont - Boards & Commissions | Connecticut Siting Council (CSC) 
Importance: High 
 
 
 
Melanie A. Bachman, Esq. 
Executive Director/Staff Attorney 

Connecticut Siting Council 
10 Franklin Square 

New Britain, CT  06051 

860-827-2951 

 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:  This message is intended only for the use of the individual(s) named above.  Information in this e-mail or any 
attachment may be confidential or otherwise protected from disclosure by state or federal law.  Any unauthorized use, dissemination, or 
copying of this message is prohibited.  If you are not the intended recipient, please refrain from reading this e-mail or any attachments and 
notify the sender immediately.  Please destroy all copies of this communication. 
From: Scanlon, Tom <Tom.Scanlon@ct.gov>  
Sent: Wednesday, August 6, 2025 3:45 PM 
To: Scott Williams 
Cc: Braswell, Natalie <Natalie.Braswell@ct.gov>; Bennett, Jennifer P <Jennifer.P.Bennett@ct.gov>; 
Mukund, Abhishek <Abhishek.Mukund@ct.gov>; Dinnall, Janice <Janice.P.Dinnall@ct.gov>; Brokman, 
Matthew <Matthew.Brokman@ct.gov>; Wagner, Natalie <Natalie.Wagner@ct.gov>; Kleza, Anne 
<Anne.Kleza@ct.gov>; Hulin, Patrick <Patrick.Hulin@ct.gov>; Anderson, Taijah 
<Taijah.Anderson@ct.gov>; Thomas, Stephanie <Stephanie.Thomas@ct.gov>; Scanlon, Sean 
<Sean.Scanlon@ct.gov>; John Geragosian-ctauditors.gov <John.Geragosian@ctauditors.gov>; Craig 
Miner-ctauditors.gov <Craig.Miner@ctauditors.gov>; Donna.G Moore-ctauditors.gov 
<Donna.G.Moore@ctauditors.gov>; Lisa Gallo-ctauditors.gov <Lisa.Gallo@ctauditors.gov>; Lisitano, 
Carrie <Carrie.Lisitano@cga.ct.gov>; Martin Looney <martin.looney@cga.ct.gov>; Rep. Ritter, Matthew 
<Matthew.Ritter@cga.ct.gov>; Bachman, Melanie <Melanie.Bachman@ct.gov>; Fontaine, Lisa 
<Lisa.Fontaine@ct.gov>; Dykes, Katie <Katie.Dykes@ct.gov>; Gillett, Marissa <Marissa.Gillett@ct.gov>; 
Beckham, Jeff R <J.Beckham@ct.gov>; Coleman, Claire E <Claire.E.Coleman@ct.gov> 
Subject: Office of Governor Ned Lamont - Boards & Commissions | Connecticut Siting Council (CSC) 
Importance: High 
 

Dear Dr. Williams, 

 

Congratulations on your appointment to the Connecticut Siting Council. 
 

As a gubernatorial appointee, you are a Public Official of the Executive Branch and subject to 

the State’s Code of Ethics. Enclosed, you will find a copy of the Guide to the Code of Ethics for 

Public Officials (“Ethics Packet”). We expect appointees to use the policy as a guideline in 

dealing with ethical and elections issues. 
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Please keep this packet for your records. If you have any questions regarding the State’s Code of 

Ethics, please contact the Office of State Ethics at (860) 566-4472 or the Office of the Governor 

at (860) 566-4840. 
 

Thank you for your cooperation and patience. Please contact me if you have any questions 

regarding your appointment. 

 

 

Best regards, 

Tom Scanlon 
 
 

   

Tom Scanlon | Director of Appointments 
Office of Governor Ned Lamont 

State Capitol - 210 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, CT 06106 

Cell: 860-969-7844 | Office: 860-566-4840 

Email: Tom.Scanlon@ct.gov 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

tel:+18609697844
tel:+18605664840
mailto:Tom.Scanlon@ct.gov
https://portal.ct.gov/governor


From: Bachman, Melanie  
Sent: Wednesday, August 6, 2025 4:20 PM 
To: John Morissette; Dan Lynch; Chance Carter; Khris Hall; Bill Syme; Golembiewski, Brian; Nguyen, Quat  
Subject: FW: Office of Governor Ned Lamont - Boards & Commissions | Connecticut Siting Council (CSC) 
Importance: High 
  
New member with experience in the field of ecology. The appointment is effective today. Thanks. 
Have a splendiferous evening. 
  
Melanie A. Bachman, Esq. 
Executive Director/Staff Attorney 

Connecticut Siting Council 
10 Franklin Square 

New Britain, CT  06051 

860-827-2951 

 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:  This message is intended only for the use of the individual(s) named above.  Information in this e-mail or any 
attachment may be confidential or otherwise protected from disclosure by state or federal law.  Any unauthorized use, dissemination, or 
copying of this message is prohibited.  If you are not the intended recipient, please refrain from reading this e-mail or any attachments and 
notify the sender immediately.  Please destroy all copies of this communication. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



From: Bachman, Melanie  
Sent: Thursday, August 7, 2025 2:14 PM 
To: Khris Hall; John Morissette; Dan Lynch; Chance Carter; Bill Syme; Golembiewski, Brian; Nguyen, Quat  
Subject: RE: Office of Governor Ned Lamont - Boards & Commissions | Connecticut Siting Council (CSC) 

 
When the lights go out in southwest Connecticut. 
 
Melanie A. Bachman, Esq. 
Executive Director/Staff Attorney 

Connecticut Siting Council 
10 Franklin Square 

New Britain, CT  06051 

860-827-2951 

 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:  This message is intended only for the use of the individual(s) named above.  Information in this e-mail or any 
attachment may be confidential or otherwise protected from disclosure by state or federal law.  Any unauthorized use, dissemination, or 
copying of this message is prohibited.  If you are not the intended recipient, please refrain from reading this e-mail or any attachments and 
notify the sender immediately.  Please destroy all copies of this communication. 
From: Khris Hall  
Sent: Thursday, August 7, 2025 12:57 PM 
To: Bachman, Melanie <Melanie.Bachman@ct.gov>; John Morissette; Dan Lynch; Chance Carter; Bill 
Syme; Golembiewski, Brian; Nguyen, Quat 
Subject: Re: Office of Governor Ned Lamont - Boards & Commissions | Connecticut Siting Council (CSC) 

 

EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click any links or open any 
attachments unless you trust the sender and know the content is safe. 

Good news on both counts. 
 
How soon will 516R be back on our agenda? 
 
Khris 

 
From: Bachman, Melanie <Melanie.Bachman@ct.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, August 7, 2025 11:27 AM 
To: John Morissette; Dan Lynch; Chance Carter; Khris Hall; Bill Syme; Golembiewski, Brian; Nguyen, Quat  
Subject: RE: Office of Governor Ned Lamont - Boards & Commissions | Connecticut Siting Council (CSC)  
  
Also, we have an overarching “kill switch” option enabled on our Zoom account to immediately 
shut down disruptions rather than shut them down one by one. It’s VERY effective. Thanks. 
  
Melanie A. Bachman, Esq. 
Executive Director/Staff Attorney 

Connecticut Siting Council 

mailto:Melanie.Bachman@ct.gov
mailto:Melanie.Bachman@ct.gov


10 Franklin Square 

New Britain, CT  06051 

860-827-2951 

 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:  This message is intended only for the use of the individual(s) named above.  Information in this e-mail or any 
attachment may be confidential or otherwise protected from disclosure by state or federal law.  Any unauthorized use, dissemination, or 
copying of this message is prohibited.  If you are not the intended recipient, please refrain from reading this e-mail or any attachments and 
notify the sender immediately.  Please destroy all copies of this communication. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



From: Fontaine, Lisa <Lisa.Fontaine@ct.gov>  
Sent: Friday, August 15, 2025 11:49 AM 
To: Bachman, Melanie <Melanie.Bachman@ct.gov> 
Cc: Perrone, Michael <Michael.Perrone@ct.gov> 
Subject: RE: BIG FAVOR D516 

 
 
 
From: Bachman, Melanie  
Sent: Friday, August 15, 2025 11:20 AM 
To: Fontaine, Lisa  
Cc: Perrone, Michael  
Subject: RE: BIG FAVOR D516 

 
 
A few more questions: 
 
Does this include the $25k municipal participation fee? No – sorry I was looking at invoices-what 
paid to CSC not State Treasurer.  
Does the record include the public comments or is that a separate number? The appeal 
documents do not include the written public comments.  
What percentage of our total actual budget on June 26, 2025? I’m unsure of the question, so I’ll 
ramble a little and you’ll have to let me know if I’m close to responding to your question… 
DO516 was recd. in Fiscal Year 2023, but because of the large application fee, they did not 
receive their first invoice until 10/27/23 (which is Fiscal Year 2024). All the invoices, minus the 
remand, were billed in FY 2024. The budget for FY2024 $2,313,946.52 the actual money spent 
was $1,786,042.62 (total budget – telcom and energy) so it was 6% of our total budget but it 
spanned part of fy23…our energy budget total in FY24 was $1,064,415.40 but in energy we spent 
$934,561.29 making it 12% of our energy budget 
 
Whenever time allows. Thanks. 
 
Melanie A. Bachman, Esq. 
Executive Director/Staff Attorney 

Connecticut Siting Council 
10 Franklin Square 

New Britain, CT 06051 

860-827-2951 

 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This message is intended only for the use of the individual(s) named above. Information in this e-mail or any 
attachment may be confidential or otherwise protected from disclosure by state or federal law. Any unauthorized use, dissemination, or 
copying of this message is prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please refrain from reading this e-mail or any attachments and 
notify the sender immediately. Please destroy all copies of this communication. 
From: Fontaine, Lisa <Lisa.Fontaine@ct.gov>  
Sent: Friday, August 15, 2025 10:01 AM 
To: Bachman, Melanie <Melanie.Bachman@ct.gov> 

mailto:Lisa.Fontaine@ct.gov
mailto:Melanie.Bachman@ct.gov


Cc: Perrone, Michael <Michael.Perrone@ct.gov> 
Subject: RE: BIG FAVOR D516 

 
 

1. Total staff hours spent, including admin time; 1010.50 hours spent 
2. Total costs to UI and $113,523.57 ($1,000 from Remand) 
3. Do you know the total number of pages in the administrative record? It’s over 7500 and I 

think the Bates numbered admin record list would provide this. Bates Numbering shows 
7278 pages 
 

Date DueDate Company 
Invoice 
Number Docket/PetitionNo. 

Total Invoice 
Amt InvoiceSubtotal/AmtBilled Payment 

10/27/2023 12/11/2023 UI EINV002243 DO516 34570.36 9320.36 9320.36 
12/15/2023 1/29/2024 UI EINV002247 DO516 27518.7 27518.7 27518.7 

2/16/2024 4/1/2024 UI EINV002275 DO516 34738.44 34738.44 34738.44 
4/17/2024 6/1/2024 UI EINV002310 DO516 15696.07 15696.07 15696.07 
6/17/2025 8/1/2025 UI EINV002657 DO516R 1000 75 75 

TOTAL 
COST     113523.57   

 
 
From: Bachman, Melanie <Melanie.Bachman@ct.gov>  
Sent: Thursday, August 14, 2025 3:12 PM 
To: Fontaine, Lisa <Lisa.Fontaine@ct.gov> 
Cc: Perrone, Michael <Michael.Perrone@ct.gov> 
Subject: BIG FAVOR D516 

 
Good afternoon. 
 
I’m sorry to ask for this, but it dawned on me this morning that this information should be in the 
record/DRFOF. 
 
Could you somehow run financial reports for D516 and D516R that would provide the following 
info: 
 

1. Total staff hours spent, including admin time; 
2. Total costs to UI and 
3. Do you know the total number of pages in the administrative record? It’s over 7500 and I 

think the Bates numbered admin record list would provide this. 
 
Thanks. 
 
Melanie A. Bachman, Esq. 
Executive Director/Staff Attorney 

Connecticut Siting Council 
10 Franklin Square 

New Britain, CT 06051 
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860-827-2951 

 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This message is intended only for the use of the individual(s) named above. Information in this e-mail or any 
attachment may be confidential or otherwise protected from disclosure by state or federal law. Any unauthorized use, dissemination, or 
copying of this message is prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please refrain from reading this e-mail or any attachments and 
notify the sender immediately. Please destroy all copies of this communication. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



From: Bachman, Melanie  
Sent: Tuesday, August 19, 2025 12:22 PM 
To: John Moritz <jmoritz@ctmirror.org> 
Subject: RE: Question about UI Motion 

 
Good afternoon. 
 
Thanks for the questions. We have answers. 
 

1. Applications are for Certificates of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need for 
construction of new facilities that are jurisdictional to CSC, such as transmission lines, 
electric generating facilities, substations, and cell towers. Petitions are for Declaratory 
Rulings that a modification to an existing facility or certain new facilities do not require a 
Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need. For example, renewable fuel 
sourced electric generating facilities, such as solar, fuel cells and wind, with a capacity of 
less than 65 megawatts (distributed resource facilities), are required to be submitted by 
Petition for a Declaratory Ruling rather than by an Application for a Certificate under a 
specific statute that was designed to promote renewables and associated goals. Attached 
is a slide from a presentation with a comparison chart for applications and petitions and 
below is a comparative text description. 

 

 
 



2. Attached is an existing spreadsheet related to workload from 2016-2025  that we use to 
generate the charts for our annual Administrative Report to the Governor.  
 

3. Here is a link to our 2024 Ten Year Forecast of Loads and Resources Report: 2024-
forecast-report-final-wcvrmemo_a.pdf Appendix A of this report includes generators in 
the state, fuel type and capacity. We provided spreadsheets to DEEP for their study in 
October 2024 for fuel cells, battery storage and solar that include the location, capacity 
and date of commercial operation, but those haven’t been updated. If you would like those 
either as is or updated, please let me know at your convenience.  
 

If you have additional questions, please feel free to contact me. Thanks. 
 
Melanie 
 
 
 
Melanie A. Bachman, Esq. 
Executive Director/Staff Attorney 

Connecticut Siting Council 
10 Franklin Square 

New Britain, CT  06051 

860-827-2951 

 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:  This message is intended only for the use of the individual(s) named above.  Information in this e-mail or any 
attachment may be confidential or otherwise protected from disclosure by state or federal law.  Any unauthorized use, dissemination, or 
copying of this message is prohibited.  If you are not the intended recipient, please refrain from reading this e-mail or any attachments and 
notify the sender immediately.  Please destroy all copies of this communication. 
From: John Moritz <jmoritz@ctmirror.org>  
Sent: Monday, August 18, 2025 1:17 PM 
To: Bachman, Melanie <Melanie.Bachman@ct.gov> 
Subject: Re: Question about UI Motion 

 

EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click any links or open any 
attachments unless you trust the sender and know the content is safe. 

Director Bachman,   
 
Thank you for the update regarding the UI case, that is very helpful to know.  
 
On the other questions I have, I was hoping you could explain briefly the difference 
between “applications” and “petitions” before the Siting Council, I see they are logged 
separately on the Siting Council’s website.  
 

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/csc/1_dockets-medialibrary/forecasts/forecast2024/2024-forecast-report-final-wcvrmemo_a.pdf?rev=f73a2ba10b11466ebb2edcc4c734ecb5&hash=67A4828742FDED46A9B62303C7D88595
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/csc/1_dockets-medialibrary/forecasts/forecast2024/2024-forecast-report-final-wcvrmemo_a.pdf?rev=f73a2ba10b11466ebb2edcc4c734ecb5&hash=67A4828742FDED46A9B62303C7D88595
mailto:jmoritz@ctmirror.org
mailto:Melanie.Bachman@ct.gov


I was also wondering if the council has an existing spreadsheet or other database of their 
decisions for both applications and petitions that could be shared, rather than going 
through them one-by-one on the council’s website.  
 
Lastly, does the council have a list/database/spreadsheet of all the active grid-scale 
generating facilities in the state, along with related information such as location, year 
opened and nameplate capacity?  
 
I’ve written before about some of the opposition raised about specific projects before the 
Siting Council on smaller battery/solar facilities, and am hoping to get more of a statewide 
context on those issues for my reporting at the Mirror, so any information you could provide 
would be greatly appreciated.  
 
Best,  
 
John Moritz 
Energy/ Environment Reporter 
CT Mirror 
 
 

On Aug 18, 2025, at 12:37 PM, Bachman, Melanie <Melanie.Bachman@ct.gov> wrote: 
 
Good afternoon. 
  
Apologies, but I was away for a memorial when you sent the first two emails on 7/31 and 8/4. 
  
The UI motion to stay that was granted by the Siting Council in June related to the appointment of at 
least 2 public members with experience in the field of ecology. At that time, Elin Katz had recently 
resigned. Since the resignation, Khristine Hall and Dr. Scott Williams are the two public members 
with experience in the field of ecology. Hence we are properly constituted. 
  
Ironically, parties to the UI case made this same claim of improper constitution during the 
proceeding when one of our public members with experience in the field of ecology unexpectedly 
passed away in December 2023. 
  
As for your story, we can provide you with information. Please let us know what you might need 
when you have a chance. 
  
Thanks. Have a great day. 
  
Melanie  
  
Melanie A. Bachman, Esq. 
Executive Director/Staff Attorney 
Connecticut Siting Council 

mailto:Melanie.Bachman@ct.gov


10 Franklin Square 
New Britain, CT  06051 
860-827-2951 
<image001.png> 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:  This message is intended only for the use of the individual(s) named above.  Information in this e-mail or any 
attachment may be confidential or otherwise protected from disclosure by state or federal law.  Any unauthorized use, dissemination, or 
copying of this message is prohibited.  If you are not the intended recipient, please refrain from reading this e-mail or any attachments and 
notify the sender immediately.  Please destroy all copies of this communication. 
From: John Moritz <jmoritz@ctmirror.org> 
Sent: Monday, August 18, 2025 12:09 PM 
To: Bachman, Melanie <Melanie.Bachman@ct.gov> 
Subject: Re: Question about UI Motion 
  
EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click any links or open any 
attachments unless you trust the sender and know the content is safe. 
Hi Director Bachman,   
  
Following up on this request. I have not heard back on my two prior attempts to reach out, 
and would really appreciate a call or at least a reply to this email regarding the UI case.  
  
In addition, I was hoping that the Siting Council has some data regarding past 
approvals/denials of generating facilities for a story I am working on.  
  
Like I said, please reach out when you have a chance. My number is 203-505-4331.  
  
Best,  
  
John Moritz 
Energy/Environment Reporter 
CT Mirror 
 
 

On Aug 4, 2025, at 10:11 AM, John Moritz <jmoritz@ctmirror.org> wrote: 
  
Just want to follow up on this request. If you have a chance today to give me a quick call, it 
would be greatly appreciated.  
  
Best,  
  
John Moritz 
Energy/ Environment Reporter 
CT Mirror 
  
  
On Jul 31, 2025, at 10:16 AM, John Moritz <jmoritz@ctmirror.org> wrote: 

mailto:jmoritz@ctmirror.org
mailto:Melanie.Bachman@ct.gov
mailto:jmoritz@ctmirror.org
mailto:jmoritz@ctmirror.org


  
Executive Director Bachman,   
  
John Moritz here with the CT Mirror. I was looking through a few of the pending matters 
before the Siting Council when I cam across the council’s decision last month to stay the 
UI Transmission case due to the council not being “properly constituted” with two 
members experienced in the field of technology. I’m wondering what impact, if any, this 
issue presents to the other matters before the board.  
  
If you have a few minutes today, would you mind giving me a call to discuss? My number is 
203-505-4331.  
  
Best,  
  
John Moritz 
Energy/Environment Reporter  
CT Mirror 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/csc/1_dockets-medialibrary/1_media_do500_600/do516r/proceduralcorrespondence/do516r-dcltr-motiontostay_a.pdf?rev=79d4643123e64f638e8be1c816f60a59&hash=0B9752A7E799EDD0F1CDF7F1BD6C338C


From: Bachman, Melanie <Melanie.Bachman@ct.gov>  
Sent: Monday, August 25, 2025 2:51 PM 
To: Perrone, Michael <Michael.Perrone@ct.gov>; Fontaine, Lisa <Lisa.Fontaine@ct.gov>; Walsh, 
Christina <Christina.Walsh@ct.gov> 
Subject: RE: D516R 

 
OK. I doubt we’ll get Williams’ per diem sheet by close of business Friday, so that is the only outlier 
FOF that might or might not be in the third meeting version. It’s in bold italics at 718. The rest of the 
blue stuff is fair game and note there is a new blue FOF under the Court ordered Remand section at 
684. 
 
Once we are all happy with the blue stuff, we can turn it yellow and save a new version as third 
meeting version, so we don’t lose fourth meeting version green findings that are incomplete until 
the future. 
 
I made the edits and it is ready for review.  
 
Thanks. 
 
 
 
Melanie A. Bachman, Esq. 
Executive Director/Staff Attorney 

Connecticut Siting Council 
10 Franklin Square 

New Britain, CT  06051 

860-827-2951 

 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:  This message is intended only for the use of the individual(s) named above.  Information in this e-mail or any 
attachment may be confidential or otherwise protected from disclosure by state or federal law.  Any unauthorized use, dissemination, or 
copying of this message is prohibited.  If you are not the intended recipient, please refrain from reading this e-mail or any attachments and 
notify the sender immediately.  Please destroy all copies of this communication. 
From: Perrone, Michael <Michael.Perrone@ct.gov>  
Sent: Monday, August 25, 2025 2:46 PM 
To: Bachman, Melanie <Melanie.Bachman@ct.gov>; Fontaine, Lisa <Lisa.Fontaine@ct.gov> 
Subject: RE: D516R 

 
That looks good to me.   Thanks. 
From: Bachman, Melanie <Melanie.Bachman@ct.gov>  
Sent: Monday, August 25, 2025 2:42 PM 
To: Perrone, Michael <Michael.Perrone@ct.gov>; Fontaine, Lisa <Lisa.Fontaine@ct.gov> 
Subject: RE: D516R 

 
Here is the revised version: 
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1. As of June 26, 2025, Council staff have invested a total of 1,010.25 hours in this 
proceeding. (Council Records, Financial Report, August 15, 2025) 
 

2. As of June 26, 2025, costs associated with this proceeding represent approximately 
6% of the Council’s Fiscal Year 2024 overall budget and approximately 12% of the 
Council’s Fiscal Year 2024 energy budget. (Council Records, Financial Report, August 
15, 2025)  

 
 
Melanie A. Bachman, Esq. 
Executive Director/Staff Attorney 

Connecticut Siting Council 
10 Franklin Square 

New Britain, CT  06051 

860-827-2951 

 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:  This message is intended only for the use of the individual(s) named above.  Information in this e-mail or any 
attachment may be confidential or otherwise protected from disclosure by state or federal law.  Any unauthorized use, dissemination, or 
copying of this message is prohibited.  If you are not the intended recipient, please refrain from reading this e-mail or any attachments and 
notify the sender immediately.  Please destroy all copies of this communication. 
From: Perrone, Michael <Michael.Perrone@ct.gov>  
Sent: Monday, August 25, 2025 1:49 PM 
To: Bachman, Melanie <Melanie.Bachman@ct.gov>; Fontaine, Lisa <Lisa.Fontaine@ct.gov> 
Subject: RE: D516R 

 
Yes that could work. 
 
I really like FOF 2, but the reader doesn’t know all the (non-staff related) cost components.   So, at 
first glance, it almost looks like the average cost is ~$138 per hour. 
 
Striking the total number of dollars would solve that problem.    
From: Bachman, Melanie <Melanie.Bachman@ct.gov>  
Sent: Monday, August 25, 2025 1:16 PM 
To: Fontaine, Lisa <Lisa.Fontaine@ct.gov> 
Cc: Perrone, Michael <Michael.Perrone@ct.gov> 
Subject: RE: D516R 

 
OK. Thanks, Lisa. It just looks low. Should we leave out the amount and just include the percentage 
of our budget? What do you think, Mike? 
 
Melanie A. Bachman, Esq. 
Executive Director/Staff Attorney 

Connecticut Siting Council 
10 Franklin Square 

New Britain, CT  06051 
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860-827-2951 

 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:  This message is intended only for the use of the individual(s) named above.  Information in this e-mail or any 
attachment may be confidential or otherwise protected from disclosure by state or federal law.  Any unauthorized use, dissemination, or 
copying of this message is prohibited.  If you are not the intended recipient, please refrain from reading this e-mail or any attachments and 
notify the sender immediately.  Please destroy all copies of this communication. 
From: Fontaine, Lisa <Lisa.Fontaine@ct.gov>  
Sent: Monday, August 25, 2025 11:02 AM 
To: Bachman, Melanie <Melanie.Bachman@ct.gov> 
Cc: Perrone, Michael <Michael.Perrone@ct.gov> 
Subject: RE: D516R 

 
There’s one small change – hours 1010.25 but the total invoiced seems to be accurate.  Thanks. 
From: Bachman, Melanie <Melanie.Bachman@ct.gov>  
Sent: Monday, August 25, 2025 9:54 AM 
To: Fontaine, Lisa <Lisa.Fontaine@ct.gov> 
Cc: Perrone, Michael <Michael.Perrone@ct.gov> 
Subject: D516R 

 
Good morning. 
 
I’m struggling with whether or not our calculations in the second finding are correct because it sure 
seems low given the number of staff hours and the other ingredients, such as transcription, etc. 
associated with the entire proceeding. Could we check to make sure these facts are accurate?  
 

1. As of June 26, 2025, Council staff have invested a total of 1,010.50 hours in 
this proceeding. (Council Records, Financial Report, August 15, 2025) 

 
2. As of June 26, 2025, Council costs to UI have amounted to a total of $138,523.57 in 

this proceeding.  This total represents 6% of the Council’s Fiscal Year 2024 overall 
budget and 12% of the Council’s Fiscal Year 2024 energy budget. (Council Records, 
Financial Report, August 15, 2025)  

 
 
Melanie A. Bachman, Esq. 
Executive Director/Staff Attorney 

Connecticut Siting Council 
10 Franklin Square 

New Britain, CT  06051 

860-827-2951 

 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:  This message is intended only for the use of the individual(s) named above.  Information in this e-mail or any 
attachment may be confidential or otherwise protected from disclosure by state or federal law.  Any unauthorized use, dissemination, or 
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copying of this message is prohibited.  If you are not the intended recipient, please refrain from reading this e-mail or any attachments and 
notify the sender immediately.  Please destroy all copies of this communication. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



From: Bachman, Melanie  
Sent: Wednesday, August 27, 2025 2:00 PM 
To: Perrone, Michael <Michael.Perrone@ct.gov>; Walsh, Christina <Christina.Walsh@ct.gov> 
Cc: Fontaine, Lisa <Lisa.Fontaine@ct.gov> 
Subject: RE: D516R 

 
Good afternoon. 
 
I made those edits and highlighted everything in yellow EXCEPT for the finding about Dr. Williams’ 
per diem sheet for August on the off chance that he submits it between now and when the mail 
goes out. If he doesn’t submit it, we’ll delete that finding from the third meeting version. It will make 
its debut in the fourth meeting version, which I saved in the fourth meeting folder in the S drive and 
turned the green to blue so we know we need to add those post-Sept. 4 meeting findings after the 
Sept. 4 meeting. So, there is a draft for each meeting in their respective meeting number (third or 
fourth) numbers. 
 
Dr. Williams showed up for our PHC this morning. I introduced him to Ify and Dan Patrick. How 
about that? Dr. Near did the same thing when he first started. 
 
Thanks. 
 
Melanie A. Bachman, Esq. 
Executive Director/Staff Attorney 

Connecticut Siting Council 
10 Franklin Square 

New Britain, CT  06051 

860-827-2951 

 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:  This message is intended only for the use of the individual(s) named above.  Information in this e-mail or any 
attachment may be confidential or otherwise protected from disclosure by state or federal law.  Any unauthorized use, dissemination, or 
copying of this message is prohibited.  If you are not the intended recipient, please refrain from reading this e-mail or any attachments and 
notify the sender immediately.  Please destroy all copies of this communication. 
From: Perrone, Michael <Michael.Perrone@ct.gov>  
Sent: Tuesday, August 26, 2025 3:03 PM 
To: Walsh, Christina <Christina.Walsh@ct.gov> 
Cc: Bachman, Melanie <Melanie.Bachman@ct.gov> 
Subject: FW: D516R 

 
Good Afternoon. 
 
Minor suggestions in pink and red.   (FOF 2 & FOF 716)  
 
Thanks. 
 
Mike 

mailto:Michael.Perrone@ct.gov
mailto:Christina.Walsh@ct.gov
mailto:Melanie.Bachman@ct.gov


From: Bachman, Melanie  
Sent: Thursday, August 28, 2025 4:31 PM 
To: Walsh, Christina <Christina.Walsh@ct.gov>; Fontaine, Lisa <Lisa.Fontaine@ct.gov>; Perrone, Michael 
<Michael.Perrone@ct.gov> 
Subject: D516R 
 
Let’s give Dr. Williams until tomorrow morning to submit his per diem sheet since we are in the 
midst of a hearing now and he couldn’t really submit it yet, but we can add it. I’d like the mail to go 
out at 10 AM since practically everything is ready for the printers at this point. What do you think? 
Thanks. 
 
Melanie A. Bachman, Esq. 
Executive Director/Staff Attorney 

Connecticut Siting Council 
10 Franklin Square 

New Britain, CT  06051 

860-827-2951 

 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:  This message is intended only for the use of the individual(s) named above.  Information in this e-mail or any 
attachment may be confidential or otherwise protected from disclosure by state or federal law.  Any unauthorized use, dissemination, or 
copying of this message is prohibited.  If you are not the intended recipient, please refrain from reading this e-mail or any attachments and 
notify the sender immediately.  Please destroy all copies of this communication. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



From: Bachman, Melanie  
Sent: Thursday, August 28, 2025 2:04 PM 
To: Bruce McDermott <bmcdermott@harrisbeachmurtha.com> 
Subject: RE: Docket 516R 

 
Affirmative. 
 
Melanie A. Bachman, Esq. 
Executive Director/Staff Attorney 

Connecticut Siting Council 
10 Franklin Square 

New Britain, CT  06051 

860-827-2951 

 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:  This message is intended only for the use of the individual(s) named above.  Information in this e-mail or any 
attachment may be confidential or otherwise protected from disclosure by state or federal law.  Any unauthorized use, dissemination, or 
copying of this message is prohibited.  If you are not the intended recipient, please refrain from reading this e-mail or any attachments and 
notify the sender immediately.  Please destroy all copies of this communication. 
From: Bruce McDermott <bmcdermott@harrisbeachmurtha.com>  
Sent: Thursday, August 28, 2025 2:03 PM 
To: Bachman, Melanie <Melanie.Bachman@ct.gov> 
Subject: Docket 516R 

 
EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click any links or open any 
attachments unless you trust the sender and know the content is safe. 
Hi.  Am I correct that there will be another straw vote next week? 
 
Thx 
 
B 
   

Bruce McDermott  |  Partner 
 

Direct: 203.772.7787  |  Email: bmcdermott@harrisbeachmurtha.com 
  

   
 

 

 

 

    

HARRISBEACHMURTHA.COM 
  

 

New Haven Office  |  One Century Tower, 265 Church Street ,  New Haven ,  CT   06510-1220 
 

203.772.7700  |  Fax:  203.772.7723 
   

 

    

 

 |  
 

 |  
 

 |  
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From: Perrone, Michael <Michael.Perrone@ct.gov>  
Sent: Friday, August 29, 2025 11:58 AM 
To: Bachman, Melanie <Melanie.Bachman@ct.gov>; LaFountain, Dakota <Dakota.LaFountain@ct.gov> 
Cc: CSC-DL Siting Council <Siting.Council@ct.gov> 
Subject: RE: Council Member Mail List 

 
For D516R, I struck the Dr. Williams FOF-718  in blue in the file.  
 
From: Bachman, Melanie <Melanie.Bachman@ct.gov>  
Sent: Friday, August 29, 2025 11:28 AM 
To: LaFountain, Dakota <Dakota.LaFountain@ct.gov> 
Cc: CSC-DL Siting Council <Siting.Council@ct.gov> 
Subject: RE: Council Member Mail List 

 
 
 
Melanie A. Bachman, Esq. 
Executive Director/Staff Attorney 

Connecticut Siting Council 
10 Franklin Square 

New Britain, CT  06051 

860-827-2951 

 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:  This message is intended only for the use of the individual(s) named above.  Information in this e-mail or any 
attachment may be confidential or otherwise protected from disclosure by state or federal law.  Any unauthorized use, dissemination, or 
copying of this message is prohibited.  If you are not the intended recipient, please refrain from reading this e-mail or any attachments and 
notify the sender immediately.  Please destroy all copies of this communication. 
From: LaFountain, Dakota <Dakota.LaFountain@ct.gov>  
Sent: Friday, August 29, 2025 11:26 AM 
To: Bachman, Melanie <Melanie.Bachman@ct.gov> 
Cc: CSC-DL Siting Council <Siting.Council@ct.gov> 
Subject: Council Member Mail List 

 
For review/edit. 
There are some items that still have not arrived at the office.  
Unsure if you want us to print or see if they come in today’s mail/next week? 
 
EM Annotated 

TS Annotated 

9/4/25 Energy/Telecommunications Meeting Agenda 

DO492A – CEQ Comments 

DO492A – Paradise Request for Status (print?) YES 

mailto:Melanie.Bachman@ct.gov
mailto:Dakota.LaFountain@ct.gov
mailto:Siting.Council@ct.gov
mailto:Dakota.LaFountain@ct.gov
mailto:Melanie.Bachman@ct.gov
mailto:Siting.Council@ct.gov


DO516R – Draft Remand Findings of Fact One finding needs t be removed about Dr. Williams. Then, 

they’re good to go. 

DO524 – Partial D&M Plan Staff Report 

DO534 – Draft Findings of Fact 

DO534 – Public Comment – Cecil 

DO535 – Nayden Pre-filed Testimony; Interrogatories to Applicant; Supplemental Interrogatories and 

Requests for Production (should we print or wait to see if this comes in next week? – 34 pgs) 

DO537 – Public Comment - Dittman 

DO542 – Stonington Conservation Commission Comment 

DO542 – CEQ Comments 

DO543 – CEQ Comments 

PE1395B – Responses to Interrogatories (should we print or wait to see if this comes in next week? – 42 

pgs) 

PE1586 – Public Comment: Fecteau 

PE1591 – Public Comment: DalBon 

PE1661 – Draft Staff Report 

PE1670 – Responses to Interrogatories 

PE1673 – Responses to Interrogatories 

PE1681 – DEEP Comments 

PE1682 – DEEP Comments 

PE1683 – DEEP Comments 

PE1683 – CEQ Comments 

PE1684 – DEEP Comments 

PE1685 – CEQ Comments 

PE1686 – CEQ Comments 

Unknown Trash-to-Energy Facility/Plainfield Comment: Sugarman 

 
 
Thank you, 
  
 
Dakota LaFountain 
Office Assistant 
Connecticut Siting Council 
10 Franklin Square, 



New Britain, Connecticut, 06051 
P: (860) 827-2935 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



From: Sexton, Alice M <Alice.Sexton@ct.gov>  
Sent: Wednesday, September 3, 2025 12:12 PM 
To: bmcdermott@murthalaw.com; Daniel E. Casagrande <dcasagrande@crameranderson.com>; 
jmortelliti@crameranderson.com; mcoppola@berchemmoses.com; mstuder@berchemmoses.com; 
tmayes@savingplaces.org; Chris@russorizio.com; Bogan, David W. <dbogan@daypitney.com>; 
jschaefer@rc.com; dball@cohenandwolf.com; ddobin@cohenandwolf.com; lhoffman@pullcom.com; 
Perry Phillips, Jean <JPhillips@pullcom.com>; lfeinn@pullcom.com 
Cc: CSC-DL Siting Council <Siting.Council@ct.gov> 
Subject: State Agency Comments - CT Department of Transportation 
 
Good afternoon,  
 
The Connecticut Department of Transportation is filing the attached written comments today.  The 
original and 15 copies will be filed in person this afternoon.  
 
Alice M. Sexton 
Principal Attorney 
Office of Legal Services 
Direct 860.594.3045 
 

 
 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:  This email transmission may contain confidential and/or privileged information. 
If you received this email in error, please immediately notify the sender by email at the address 
shown.  Forwarding a copy of this email, including any attachments, may result in the waiver of any such 
privileges. This information is only for the use of the individual(s) or entity to whom it is intended, even if 
addressed incorrectly.  Please notify the sender and delete it from your files if you are not the intended 
recipient.  Depending upon the contents of this communication, it is possible that this email and any 
attachments are subject to disclosure under the Connecticut Freedom of Information Act. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



From: Bachman, Melanie  
Sent: Wednesday, September 3, 2025 1:28 PM 
To: Fontaine, Lisa <Lisa.Fontaine@ct.gov> 
Subject: RE: State Agency Comments - CT Department of Transportation 
 

WE DIDN’T SOLICIT 
THESE COMMENTS. 
 
NO RESPONSE. 
 
Melanie A. Bachman, Esq. 
Executive Director/Staff Attorney 

Connecticut Siting Council 
10 Franklin Square 

New Britain, CT  06051 

860-827-2951 

 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:  This message is intended only for the use of the individual(s) named above.  Information in this e-mail or any 
attachment may be confidential or otherwise protected from disclosure by state or federal law.  Any unauthorized use, dissemination, or 
copying of this message is prohibited.  If you are not the intended recipient, please refrain from reading this e-mail or any attachments and 
notify the sender immediately.  Please destroy all copies of this communication. 
From: Fontaine, Lisa <Lisa.Fontaine@ct.gov>  
Sent: Wednesday, September 3, 2025 1:26 PM 
To: Bachman, Melanie <Melanie.Bachman@ct.gov> 
Subject: RE: State Agency Comments - CT Department of Transportation 
 
For review/approval to send 
 
From: Bachman, Melanie <Melanie.Bachman@ct.gov>  
Sent: Wednesday, September 3, 2025 12:39 PM 
To: Fontaine, Lisa <Lisa.Fontaine@ct.gov> 
Subject: RE: State Agency Comments - CT Department of Transportation 

mailto:Lisa.Fontaine@ct.gov
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mailto:Lisa.Fontaine@ct.gov


 
We didn’t solicit these comments. 
 
Melanie A. Bachman, Esq. 
Executive Director/Staff Attorney 

Connecticut Siting Council 
10 Franklin Square 

New Britain, CT  06051 

860-827-2951 

 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:  This message is intended only for the use of the individual(s) named above.  Information in this e-mail or any 
attachment may be confidential or otherwise protected from disclosure by state or federal law.  Any unauthorized use, dissemination, or 
copying of this message is prohibited.  If you are not the intended recipient, please refrain from reading this e-mail or any attachments and 
notify the sender immediately.  Please destroy all copies of this communication. 
From: Fontaine, Lisa <Lisa.Fontaine@ct.gov>  
Sent: Wednesday, September 3, 2025 12:33 PM 
To: Bachman, Melanie <Melanie.Bachman@ct.gov> 
Subject: RE: State Agency Comments - CT Department of Transportation 
 
For review/approval to send 
 
From: Sexton, Alice M <Alice.Sexton@ct.gov>  
Sent: Wednesday, September 3, 2025 12:12 PM 
To: bmcdermott@murthalaw.com; Daniel E. Casagrande <dcasagrande@crameranderson.com>; 
jmortelliti@crameranderson.com; mcoppola@berchemmoses.com; mstuder@berchemmoses.com; 
tmayes@savingplaces.org; Chris@russorizio.com; Bogan, David W. <dbogan@daypitney.com>; 
jschaefer@rc.com; dball@cohenandwolf.com; ddobin@cohenandwolf.com; lhoffman@pullcom.com; 
Perry Phillips, Jean <JPhillips@pullcom.com>; lfeinn@pullcom.com 
Cc: CSC-DL Siting Council <Siting.Council@ct.gov> 
Subject: State Agency Comments - CT Department of Transportation 
 
Good afternoon,  
 
The Connecticut Department of Transportation is filing the attached written comments today.  The 
original and 15 copies will be filed in person this afternoon.  
 
Alice M. Sexton 
Principal Attorney 
Office of Legal Services 
Direct 860.594.3045 
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CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:  This email transmission may contain confidential and/or privileged information. 
If you received this email in error, please immediately notify the sender by email at the address 
shown.  Forwarding a copy of this email, including any attachments, may result in the waiver of any such 
privileges. This information is only for the use of the individual(s) or entity to whom it is intended, even if 
addressed incorrectly.  Please notify the sender and delete it from your files if you are not the intended 
recipient.  Depending upon the contents of this communication, it is possible that this email and any 
attachments are subject to disclosure under the Connecticut Freedom of Information Act. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



From: Hoffman, Lee D. <LHoffman@PULLCOM.COM>  
Sent: Wednesday, September 3, 2025 4:58 PM 
To: Sexton, Alice M <Alice.Sexton@ct.gov>; bmcdermott@murthalaw.com; Daniel E. Casagrande 
<dcasagrande@crameranderson.com>; jmortelliti@crameranderson.com; 
mcoppola@berchemmoses.com; mstuder@berchemmoses.com; tmayes@savingplaces.org; 
Chris@russorizio.com; Bogan, David W. <dbogan@daypitney.com>; jschaefer@rc.com; 
dball@cohenandwolf.com; ddobin@cohenandwolf.com; Perry Phillips, Jean <JPhillips@pullcom.com>; 
Feinn, Liana <LFeinn@pullcom.com> 
Cc: CSC-DL Siting Council <Siting.Council@ct.gov>; Bachman, Melanie <Melanie.Bachman@ct.gov>; 
Sheathelm, Kurt D. <KSheathelm@PULLCOM.COM>; Carlson, Julia <jcarlson@pullcom.com> 
Subject: Docket No. 516R 
 
EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click any links or open any 
attachments unless you trust the sender and know the content is safe. 
Ms. Bachman, 
 
Please see the attached correspondence.  The original and fifteen copies of this letter will be hand 
delivered to you tomorrow morning. 
 
Regards, 
Lee 
 

 
Lee D. Hoffman (He/Him/His) 
Attorney 
 
Pullman & Comley LLC 
90 State House Square    
Hartford, CT 06103-3702 
T 860 424 4315  •  M 860-306-9843  •  F 860 424 4370 
lhoffman@pullcom.com  •  www.pullcom.com 
 
V-card  •  Bio  •  Directions 
 

 
 
BRIDGEPORT   HARTFORD   SPRINGFIELD   WAKEFIELD   WESTPORT   WHITE PLAINS 

 

 
Please consider the environment before printing this message. 
 
THIS MESSAGE AND ANY OF ITS ATTACHMENTS ARE INTENDED ONLY FOR THE USE OF THE DESIGNATED RECIPIENT, OR THE 
RECIPIENT’S DESIGNEE, AND MAY CONTAIN INFORMATION THAT IS CONFIDENTIAL OR PRIVILEGED. IF YOU ARE NOT THE INTENDED 
RECIPIENT, PLEASE (1) IMMEDIATELY NOTIFY PULLMAN & COMLEY ABOUT THE RECEIPT BY TELEPHONING (203) 330-2000; (2) DELETE 
ALL COPIES OF THE MESSAGE AND ANY ATTACHMENTS; AND (3) DO NOT DISSEMINATE OR MAKE ANY USE OF ANY OF THEIR 
CONTENTS. 
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From: Bachman, Melanie <Melanie.Bachman@ct.gov>  
Sent: Thursday, September 4, 2025 8:10 AM 
To: CSC-DL Siting Council <Siting.Council@ct.gov> 
Subject: FW: Join the Connecticut Siting Council Meeting on Sept 4 

 
 
 
Melanie A. Bachman, Esq. 
Executive Director/Staff Attorney 

Connecticut Siting Council 
10 Franklin Square 

New Britain, CT  06051 

860-827-2951 

 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:  This message is intended only for the use of the individual(s) named above.  Information in this e-mail or any 
attachment may be confidential or otherwise protected from disclosure by state or federal law.  Any unauthorized use, dissemination, or 
copying of this message is prohibited.  If you are not the intended recipient, please refrain from reading this e-mail or any attachments and 
notify the sender immediately.  Please destroy all copies of this communication. 
 

Meeti ng on UI Plan for Monop oles 
 

  

  

  

  

  

Important Community News 
  

United Illuminating/Monopoles Update 
 

 

  

 

  

September 3, 2025 
  



Dear concerned citizens, 
  
The Connecticut Siting Council (CSC) will meet again on Thursday, September 4, 2025, to 
continue deliberations on United Illuminating’s proposed transmission project through 
Southport, Fairfield, and Bridgeport. This meeting will likely determine the future of the 
project. 

  

📌 Where Things Stand Now 
As you may recall, 

• The Superior Court ruled in our favor earlier this year, finding that the CSC had 
overstepped its authority when it approved a version of the project never formally 
submitted. The judge remanded the case back to the Council. 

• On June 12, the Council held a straw vote in in favor of denying UI’s application. 
• A final vote was scheduled for June 26, but prior to that meeting, UI filed a motion 

to stay, arguing that the Council was improperly constituted because it required 
another member with expertise in the field of ecology. This effectively put the 
Docket #516 decision on hold. 

  
As of August 6, the Governor has appointed a new ecology member, so the Council is 
now properly constituted and ready to move forward with a decision. 

  

🙋‍♀️Why Your Attendance Matters  
  
Nothing is final until the Council takes its formal vote and issues a written decision. 
  
Our concerns have always centered on property rights, historic preservation, and 
protecting our economic interests. The communities impacted by this project carry 
significant burdens for the benefit of the larger electrical grid. In this day and age, United 
Illuminating MUST plan for the long term to develop technology and expertise to bury 
transmission lines underground in an efficient way. 
  
I strongly encourage you to attend Thursday's virtual meeting to demonstrate our 
engagement and how important this decision is to Fairfield and Bridgeport.  

  
  

🗓 CSC Meeting – Thursday, September 4, 2025  
at 1:00 PM ET  

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81671090607?pwd=cHr1lbsnss4P8ttahiEsMH1q9drpWM.

1 
Meeting ID: 816 7109 0607 

Passcode: Eqc7Ty 
  

To Dial In by Phone: 
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+1 929 205 6099 US (New York) 
Meeting ID: 816 7109 0607 

Passcode: 825434 
  

  
Please share this with your neighbors and local organizations. We’ve come 
this far because of strong, united advocacy. Let’s keep showing up. 
  
  
Christine Vitale 
First Selectman  

 

  

  
Why Am I Receiving This Email? 
 

 

  

The Town periodically sends updates to individuals who have asked to be informed about United 
Illuminating's massive utility monopoles in Fairfield.  
  
If you find this information useful, please feel free to forward to your neighbors. If you prefer not to receive 
these communications, you can easily unsubscribe at the bottom. 

 

  

  

  

  

 

 

  
Independence Hall 

725 Old Post Road, Fairfield, CT 06824 
203-256-3030 

  

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2Fwww.google.com%2Fmaps%2Fsearch%2F725*Old*Post*Road%3Fentry%3Dgmail%26source%3Dg__%3BKysr!!EAPaXxOOW7smCwU!gVpRzfE4wKsPyMldvnyPzgFanF4PfhWhjO5BRigIFjcsgnVsoafiEYFTLIiXOiyAas6iC9Yg5btM1SXSzKZbhcWjZWKO6MY8%24&data=05%7C02%7CMelanie.Bachman%40ct.gov%7C8ab10eee4765452a9e6e08ddebabeb15%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638925845791275093%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=EPWq7dNMMZy440WMS4OoJjqty5vK1eqpPQDHJ49nX0c%3D&reserved=0
tel:203-256-3000
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2Fzsvlb8gbb.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001ru8TVG9-yIw8V7rlnZiGnxoZ_kSmd2ivTpmU_nuXut4qhMshX1Xrl4pBUAoDDMS_I8kNTL2WD1t3dQrpjxH7Ncn-clKLYY-_LYP1Mj7Ih_3aCABWxTfvGvjtt1ACrVoLH0zfrkfu6yiZevxIK3X9gg%3D%3D%26c%3DM_QNTo5YIpCtiry4Cd2D6UvI7asWn95-i_VSbh4KwSz9FLlrx3XoLg%3D%3D%26ch%3Di8ihaaNOtVLOUNiMKWXs4OeZ9X3WhjXTen1qcwo4XhutikqT_0TuNg%3D%3D__%3B!!EAPaXxOOW7smCwU!gVpRzfE4wKsPyMldvnyPzgFanF4PfhWhjO5BRigIFjcsgnVsoafiEYFTLIiXOiyAas6iC9Yg5btM1SXSzKZbhcWjZckQvl9e%24&data=05%7C02%7CMelanie.Bachman%40ct.gov%7C8ab10eee4765452a9e6e08ddebabeb15%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638925845791260011%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=weFrT%2FEbe4GgBYiLW9DZZz06zybqpSW6VzdOT%2BB%2BtVs%3D&reserved=0
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From: LaFountain, Dakota <Dakota.LaFountain@ct.gov>  
Sent: Thursday, September 4, 2025 8:52 AM 
To: Bachman, Melanie <Melanie.Bachman@ct.gov>; Fontaine, Lisa <Lisa.Fontaine@ct.gov> 
Subject: DOT wants to retract their letter for DO516R 

 
They just called and said they are preparing another letter but want to retract their previous one 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



From: Sexton, Alice M <Alice.Sexton@ct.gov>  
Sent: Thursday, September 4, 2025 10:59 AM 
To: bmcdermott@murthalaw.com; Daniel E. Casagrande <dcasagrande@crameranderson.com>; 
jmortelliti@crameranderson.com; mcoppola@berchemmoses.com; mstuder@berchemmoses.com; 
tmayes@savingplaces.org; Chris@russorizio.com; Bogan, David W. <dbogan@daypitney.com>; 
jschaefer@rc.com; dball@cohenandwolf.com; ddobin@cohenandwolf.com; lhoffman@pullcom.com; 
Perry Phillips, Jean <JPhillips@pullcom.com>; lfeinn@pullcom.com 
Cc: CSC-DL Siting Council <Siting.Council@ct.gov>; King, Laoise <Laoise.King@ct.gov>; Keyes, Elizabeth S. 
<Elizabeth.Keyes@ct.gov> 
Subject: RETRACTION of State Agency Comments - CT Department of Transportation 
 
Good afternoon,  
  
The Connecticut Department of Transportation is filing the attached RETRACTION of its written 
comments filed yesterday.   
 
Alice M. Sexton 
Principal Attorney 
Office of Legal Services 
Direct 860.594.3045 
 

 
 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:  This email transmission may contain confidential and/or privileged information. 
If you received this email in error, please immediately notify the sender by email at the address 
shown.  Forwarding a copy of this email, including any attachments, may result in the waiver of any such 
privileges. This information is only for the use of the individual(s) or entity to whom it is intended, even if 
addressed incorrectly.  Please notify the sender and delete it from your files if you are not the intended 
recipient.  Depending upon the contents of this communication, it is possible that this email and any 
attachments are subject to disclosure under the Connecticut Freedom of Information Act. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



From: Bachman, Melanie  
Sent: Thursday, September 4, 2025 12:19 PM 
To: Fontaine, Lisa <Lisa.Fontaine@ct.gov> 
Subject: RE: RETRACTION of State Agency Comments - CT Department of Transportation 
 
Just remove DOT comments from the website and call it a day, please. Thanks. 
 
Melanie A. Bachman, Esq. 
Executive Director/Staff Attorney 

Connecticut Siting Council 
10 Franklin Square 

New Britain, CT  06051 

860-827-2951 

 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:  This message is intended only for the use of the individual(s) named above.  Information in this e-mail or any 
attachment may be confidential or otherwise protected from disclosure by state or federal law.  Any unauthorized use, dissemination, or 
copying of this message is prohibited.  If you are not the intended recipient, please refrain from reading this e-mail or any attachments and 
notify the sender immediately.  Please destroy all copies of this communication. 
From: Fontaine, Lisa <Lisa.Fontaine@ct.gov>  
Sent: Thursday, September 4, 2025 11:24 AM 
To: Bachman, Melanie <Melanie.Bachman@ct.gov> 
Subject: RE: RETRACTION of State Agency Comments - CT Department of Transportation 
 
Hi Melanie, 
Not sure what you want me to do with this…replace it on the website?  You rejected my post from 
intervenors today so assuming you don’t want that posted?  Do you need this forwarded to council 
?   
From: Sexton, Alice M <Alice.Sexton@ct.gov>  
Sent: Thursday, September 4, 2025 10:59 AM 
To: bmcdermott@murthalaw.com; Daniel E. Casagrande <dcasagrande@crameranderson.com>; 
jmortelliti@crameranderson.com; mcoppola@berchemmoses.com; mstuder@berchemmoses.com; 
tmayes@savingplaces.org; Chris@russorizio.com; Bogan, David W. <dbogan@daypitney.com>; 
jschaefer@rc.com; dball@cohenandwolf.com; ddobin@cohenandwolf.com; lhoffman@pullcom.com; 
Perry Phillips, Jean <JPhillips@pullcom.com>; lfeinn@pullcom.com 
Cc: CSC-DL Siting Council <Siting.Council@ct.gov>; King, Laoise <Laoise.King@ct.gov>; Keyes, Elizabeth S. 
<Elizabeth.Keyes@ct.gov> 
Subject: RETRACTION of State Agency Comments - CT Department of Transportation 
 
Good afternoon,  
  
The Connecticut Department of Transportation is filing the attached RETRACTION of its written 
comments filed yesterday.   
 
Alice M. Sexton 
Principal Attorney 
Office of Legal Services 
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Direct 860.594.3045 
 

 
 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:  This email transmission may contain confidential and/or privileged information. 
If you received this email in error, please immediately notify the sender by email at the address 
shown.  Forwarding a copy of this email, including any attachments, may result in the waiver of any such 
privileges. This information is only for the use of the individual(s) or entity to whom it is intended, even if 
addressed incorrectly.  Please notify the sender and delete it from your files if you are not the intended 
recipient.  Depending upon the contents of this communication, it is possible that this email and any 
attachments are subject to disclosure under the Connecticut Freedom of Information Act. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



From: Lockhart, Brian <Brian.Lockhart@scni.com>  
Sent: Thursday, September 4, 2025 3:04 PM 
To: Bachman, Melanie <Melanie.Bachman@ct.gov> 
Subject: Request from reporter - today's Siting Council meeting 

 
EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click any links or open any 
attachments unless you trust the sender and know the content is safe. 
Melanie, 
 
Hello. Do you have a few minutes to speak this afternoon? 
I’m writing about today’s Siting Council vote on the UI monopole project and want to make sure I 
understand what happened. 
I’m familiar with the topic but not all of the developments that have occurred, nor with the Siting 
Council’s processes. 
Thanks! 
 
Brian Lockhart 
Reporter 
CT Post 
203 414 0712 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



From: Bachman, Melanie  
Sent: Thursday, September 4, 2025 4:16 PM 
To: Walsh, Christina <Christina.Walsh@ct.gov> 
Subject: RE: Letter from State Legislators on Docket No. 516R - Please See Attached 

 
Yes. I think it is best for us to stay silent on this. I don’t want to draw attention to it. Thanks. 
 
Melanie A. Bachman, Esq. 
Executive Director/Staff Attorney 

Connecticut Siting Council 
10 Franklin Square 

New Britain, CT  06051 

860-827-2951 

 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:  This message is intended only for the use of the individual(s) named above.  Information in this e-mail or any 
attachment may be confidential or otherwise protected from disclosure by state or federal law.  Any unauthorized use, dissemination, or 
copying of this message is prohibited.  If you are not the intended recipient, please refrain from reading this e-mail or any attachments and 
notify the sender immediately.  Please destroy all copies of this communication. 
From: Walsh, Christina <Christina.Walsh@ct.gov>  
Sent: Thursday, September 4, 2025 4:15 PM 
To: Bachman, Melanie <Melanie.Bachman@ct.gov> 
Subject: Re: Letter from State Legislators on Docket No. 516R - Please See Attached 

 
That's so strange because they say it is a letter from them. Maybe they attached the wrong 
thing? 

 
From: Bachman, Melanie <Melanie.Bachman@ct.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, September 4, 2025 3:18 PM 
To: Fontaine, Lisa <Lisa.Fontaine@ct.gov>; Walsh, Christina <Christina.Walsh@ct.gov>; Perrone, Michael 
<Michael.Perrone@ct.gov> 
Subject: FW: Letter from State Legislators on Docket No. 516R - Please See Attached  
  
Is it just me or is the attached letter the DOT letter rather than comments? We didn’t solicit any 
comments. DOT rescinded their comments, so there’s nothing to comment on.  
  
Melanie A. Bachman, Esq. 
Executive Director/Staff Attorney 
Connecticut Siting Council 
10 Franklin Square 
New Britain, CT  06051 
860-827-2951 
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CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:  This message is intended only for the use of the individual(s) named above.  Information in this e-mail or any 
attachment may be confidential or otherwise protected from disclosure by state or federal law.  Any unauthorized use, dissemination, or 
copying of this message is prohibited.  If you are not the intended recipient, please refrain from reading this e-mail or any attachments and 
notify the sender immediately.  Please destroy all copies of this communication. 
From: Rep. Leeper, Jennifer <Jennifer.Leeper@cga.ct.gov>  
Sent: Thursday, September 4, 2025 1:01 PM 
To: CSC-DL Siting Council <Siting.Council@ct.gov>; Bachman, Melanie <Melanie.Bachman@ct.gov> 
Cc: Rep. Stafstrom, Steve <Steve.Stafstrom@cga.ct.gov>; Hyatt, Austin <Austin.Hyatt@cga.ct.gov>; Rep. 
McCarthy Vahey, Cristin <Cristin.McCarthyVahey@cga.ct.gov>; Rep. Keitt, Sarah 
<Sarah.Keitt@cga.ct.gov>; Rep. Gee, Fred <Fred.Gee@cga.ct.gov>; Rep. Felipe, Antonio 
<Antonio.Felipe@cga.ct.gov>; Rep. Rosario, Christopher <Christopher.Rosario@cga.ct.gov>; Rep. Baker, 
Andre <Andre.Baker@cga.ct.gov>; Rep. Brown, Marcus <Marcus.Brown@cga.ct.gov>; Sen. Gaston, 
Herron <Herron.Gaston@cga.ct.gov>; Sen. Gadkar-Wilcox, Sujata <Sujata.Gadkar-Wilcox@cga.ct.gov>; 
Sen. Hwang, Tony <Tony.Hwang@cga.ct.gov> 
Subject: Letter from State Legislators on Docket No. 516R - Please See Attached 
  
Dear Ms. Bachman, 

  

I hope this message finds you well.  Please find attached a letter from members of the Fairfield and 
Bridgeport delegations in response to the since-rescinded letter submitted on this docket from the 
CT Department of Transportation. Thank you very much for your attention to this matter. 

  

Please feel free to reach out if you have any questions or concerns. 

  

Best, 

  
Jennifer  
  
Jennifer Leeper 
State Representative, Proudly Serving Fairfield 
jennifer.leeper@cga.ct.gov | (860) 240-8500 
Sign up for my weekly legislative updates: https://www.housedems.ct.gov/Leeper 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:Jennifer.Leeper@cga.ct.gov
mailto:Siting.Council@ct.gov
mailto:Melanie.Bachman@ct.gov
mailto:Steve.Stafstrom@cga.ct.gov
mailto:Austin.Hyatt@cga.ct.gov
mailto:Cristin.McCarthyVahey@cga.ct.gov
mailto:Sarah.Keitt@cga.ct.gov
mailto:Fred.Gee@cga.ct.gov
mailto:Antonio.Felipe@cga.ct.gov
mailto:Christopher.Rosario@cga.ct.gov
mailto:Andre.Baker@cga.ct.gov
mailto:Marcus.Brown@cga.ct.gov
mailto:Herron.Gaston@cga.ct.gov
mailto:Sujata.Gadkar-Wilcox@cga.ct.gov
mailto:Tony.Hwang@cga.ct.gov
mailto:jennifer.leeper@cga.ct.gov
https://www.housedems.ct.gov/Leeper


From: Bachman, Melanie  
Sent: Friday, September 5, 2025 12:27 PM 
To: John Moritz <jmoritz@ctmirror.org> 
Subject: RE: Siting Council Straw Vote 

 
Good afternoon, John. 
 
That is correct.  
 
Thanks for confirming. Have a nice weekend. 
 
Melanie A. Bachman, Esq. 
Executive Director/Staff Attorney 

Connecticut Siting Council 
10 Franklin Square 

New Britain, CT  06051 

860-827-2951 

 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:  This message is intended only for the use of the individual(s) named above.  Information in this e-mail or any 
attachment may be confidential or otherwise protected from disclosure by state or federal law.  Any unauthorized use, dissemination, or 
copying of this message is prohibited.  If you are not the intended recipient, please refrain from reading this e-mail or any attachments and 
notify the sender immediately.  Please destroy all copies of this communication. 
From: John Moritz <jmoritz@ctmirror.org>  
Sent: Friday, September 5, 2025 12:25 PM 
To: Bachman, Melanie <Melanie.Bachman@ct.gov> 
Subject: Siting Council Straw Vote 

 

EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click any links or open any 
attachments unless you trust the sender and know the content is safe. 

Good afternoon Melanie,  
 
Getting a lot of statements/press releases in this morning about the straw vote taken 
yesterday by the Siting Council on UI’s proposed transmission line in Fairfield County. Just 
want to confirm that the final, binding  vote on that matter will take place Sept. 18, correct? 
 
Best,  
 
John Moritz  
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From: Bruce McDermott <bmcdermott@harrisbeachmurtha.com>  
Sent: Monday, September 8, 2025 8:00 AM 
To: Bachman, Melanie <Melanie.Bachman@ct.gov> 
Subject: Docket 516R 

 

EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click any links or open any 
attachments unless you trust the sender and know the content is safe. 

  
Just fyi.   

   

Bruce McDermott  |  Partner 
 

Direct: 203.772.7787  |  Email: bmcdermott@harrisbeachmurtha.com 
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Subject Tell United Illuminating to Bury the 
Lines! 
From Town of Fairfield <lclairfairfieldct.org@shared1.ccsend.com> 
To: <jcrespo123@aol.com> 
Date Today at 4:30PM 
Important 
Community News 
United Illuminating / 
Monopoles Update 
September 7, 2025 
Dear Concerned Citizens, 
I write to you with important news that affects all 
Fairfielders. On Thursday, September 4, in a 
shocking and inexplicable reversal, the CT Siting 
Council voted 6-2 to allow United Illuminating to 
install giant monopoles on the south side of the 
Metro North Railroad tracks (MNRR) through 
Fairfield and Bridgeport. Just three months ago, 
this same plan was deemed unacceptable by the 
Council. Now, without any new hearings, public 
deliberations, or evidence, two members 
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inexplicably switched their votes—putting our 
homes, businesses, and quality of life at risk. 
This decision is indefensible. The Council ignored 
clear, viable alternatives, and instead rubberstamped a proposal that claims more than 19 
acres of private property running right through 
the heart of our downtown. This plan threatens 
the economic stability, natural resources and 
character of our Town. By ignoring proven, safer 
alternatives—such as placing transmission lines 
underground along public roadways, the standard 
across the nation and worldwide for densely 
populated areas like ours—the Council has chosen 
the most destructive path forward. 
We must act now. The Council’s formal vote is 
expected on September 18, and there is still time 
to stop this. I urge every resident and business 
owner to express your opposition by emailing 
and calling both Governor Lamont and Attorney 
General Tong (see below). Let them know how 
this reckless plan impacts you, your Town and/or 
your business. Demand that they get involved now 
before it’s too late. 
Fairfield wants smart, resilient infrastructure. UI 
should be required to adopt a modern solution that 
protects our tax base, preserves our downtown, 
and ensures long-term safety and resilience. 
Instead, their current proposal would permanently 
scar Fairfield and Bridgeport and jeopardize our 
local economy for generations. 
My administration will continue to work with our 
legal team to oppose this plan and advocate for a 
new, responsible solution. I am steadfast in my 
commitment to fight for the protection of all Fairfield 
residents, businesses and places of worship. But 
we need your voice. Together, we can and must 
make clear that Fairfield, Bridgeport, and 
Connecticut deserve better. 
Fairfield and Bridgeport deserve better. 
Connecticut deserves better. 
Christine Vitale 
First Selectman 
PROTECT PERSONAL PROPERTY 
RIGHTS  
AND FAIRFIELD'S DOWNTOWN 
BUSINESSES 
Call and email Governor Lamont, Attorney 
General Tong 
and the CT Siting Council 



Governor.Lamont@ct.gov and (860) 566-4840 
Attorney.General@ct.gov and (860) 808-5318 
Send letters to the Connecticut Siting Council 
expressing your outrage 
Siting.Council@ct.gov 
or 
Connecting Siting Council 
10 Franklin Square 
New Britain, CT 06051 
Fax: 860-827-2950 
In a few words, let them know how you, your 
business or your Town could be affected by these 
monopoles, and how wrong they are for Fairfield, 
Bridgeport and Connecticut. State that you are in 
opposition to the Siting Council's straw vote 
allowing Docket 516R to proceed. 
Speak out 
Share this news with your friends and 
neighbors 
Write a Letter to the Editor 
Let's fight for Fairfield! 
WHY YOU'RE RECEIVING THIS EMAIL: 
As a resident, business owner, student, or individual 
interested in news about the Town of Fairfield, your name 
appears on an email list that belongs to the Town database. 
You might have requested to be on this list or added your 
name to another Town communication in the past. 
If you find this information useful, please feel free to forward 
to your neighbors. If you prefer not to receive these 
communications, you can easily unsubscribe below. 
Independence Hall 
725 Old Post Road, 
Fairfield, CT 06824 
203-256-3030 
Town of Fairfield | 725 Old Post Road | Fairfield, CT 
06824 US 
Unsubscribe | Update Profile | Constant Contact 
Data Notice 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
From: Walsh, Christina <Christina.Walsh@ct.gov>  
Sent: Wednesday, September 10, 2025 11:52 AM 
To: Bachman, Melanie <Melanie.Bachman@ct.gov>; Perrone, Michael <Michael.Perrone@ct.gov> 
Subject: D516R documents 

 
I looked at the documents in the Forth Meeting Drafts folder. I have one dumb question, in 
the COL it says that Lynch stated he didn't finish reading the transcripts back on the straw 
poll in June. Do we need to say anything about him now being up to speed on the record? 
Maybe I missed it or it is unnecessary. All of the documents look fine to me. I guess the 
only thing to remember would be to change the turquoise to yellow, but I left it for Mike's 
review. 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



From: Bachman, Melanie  
Sent: Wednesday, September 10, 2025 10:57 AM 
To: Walsh, Christina <Christina.Walsh@ct.gov> 
Subject: RE: 516R 

 

 
 
Melanie A. Bachman, Esq. 
Executive Director/Staff Attorney 

Connecticut Siting Council 
10 Franklin Square 

New Britain, CT  06051 

860-827-2951 

 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:  This message is intended only for the use of the individual(s) named above.  Information in this e-mail or any 
attachment may be confidential or otherwise protected from disclosure by state or federal law.  Any unauthorized use, dissemination, or 
copying of this message is prohibited.  If you are not the intended recipient, please refrain from reading this e-mail or any attachments and 
notify the sender immediately.  Please destroy all copies of this communication. 
From: Walsh, Christina <Christina.Walsh@ct.gov>  
Sent: Wednesday, September 10, 2025 10:29 AM 
To: Bachman, Melanie <Melanie.Bachman@ct.gov> 
Subject: 516R 

 
Good morning. 
 

mailto:Christina.Walsh@ct.gov
mailto:Melanie.Bachman@ct.gov


My recollection from the meeting the other day was that you wanted me to look at the 516R 
documents and then give them to Mike? I see in the folder there are denial documents. I 
think you had approval ones ready previously. Did you want me to draft or look for the 
approval documents? Or are they saved elsewhere? 
 
Thanks. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



From: Bachman, Melanie  
Sent: Thursday, September 11, 2025 4:29 PM 
To: Perrone, Michael <Michael.Perrone@ct.gov>; Walsh, Christina <Christina.Walsh@ct.gov> 
Subject: RE: D516R documents 

 
Good afternoon. 
 
I made a few edits to the OPIN and the D&O in gray so it is distinguishable from other edits. Is the 
18 foot shift at FSL also something we want to order? Please take a look. I tried not to mess up the 
existing condition lettering.  
 
I’ll do the Conclusions of Law overnight. 
 
Thanks. 
 
Melanie A. Bachman, Esq. 
Executive Director/Staff Attorney 

Connecticut Siting Council 
10 Franklin Square 

New Britain, CT  06051 

860-827-2951 

 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:  This message is intended only for the use of the individual(s) named above.  Information in this e-mail or any 
attachment may be confidential or otherwise protected from disclosure by state or federal law.  Any unauthorized use, dissemination, or 
copying of this message is prohibited.  If you are not the intended recipient, please refrain from reading this e-mail or any attachments and 
notify the sender immediately.  Please destroy all copies of this communication. 
From: Perrone, Michael <Michael.Perrone@ct.gov>  
Sent: Thursday, September 11, 2025 11:12 AM 
To: Bachman, Melanie <Melanie.Bachman@ct.gov>; Walsh, Christina <Christina.Walsh@ct.gov> 
Subject: RE: D516R documents 

 
Good Morning. 
 
In office today. 
 
Final thoughts on D516R. 
 

1. If it’s appropriate, it probably wouldn’t hurt to ask DL if he is familiar with the record (not 
transcripts per se) at this meeting, maybe similar to the question already asked of Dr. 
Williams.   Even if it doesn’t make it into the FOFs, at least we would have it on video, worst 
case. 

 
2. The D&O certainly has everything the CMs asked for.   But I noticed that no CMs asked for 

the 250 foot shift to the west of Structure P671S to avoid adverse impact on the existing 
groundwater containment system.   (FOF440).   If it comes up at the meeting, we could add 
it to the D&O.   As it stands now, I have a few suggested edits to the Opinion related this 
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topic in pink.     (And a very minor cost number tweak in pink in Footnote 7.    Just minor 
round off error.) 
 

Thanks. 
 
Mike 
 
From: Perrone, Michael  
Sent: Wednesday, September 10, 2025 1:24 PM 
To: Bachman, Melanie <Melanie.Bachman@ct.gov>; Walsh, Christina <Christina.Walsh@ct.gov> 
Subject: RE: D516R documents 

 
I’ll take a look asap. 
 
Back fully online via the DEEP VDI (workaround). 
 
Thanks. 
 
Mike 
 
From: Bachman, Melanie <Melanie.Bachman@ct.gov>  
Sent: Wednesday, September 10, 2025 11:58 AM 
To: Walsh, Christina <Christina.Walsh@ct.gov>; Perrone, Michael <Michael.Perrone@ct.gov> 
Subject: RE: D516R documents 

 
Good question. He voted yes on the original application, then abstains in June and reemerges as a 
yes in September. See what you think about it, Mike, and we’ll figure it out from there. Thanks. 
 
Melanie A. Bachman, Esq. 
Executive Director/Staff Attorney 

Connecticut Siting Council 
10 Franklin Square 

New Britain, CT  06051 

860-827-2951 

 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:  This message is intended only for the use of the individual(s) named above.  Information in this e-mail or any 
attachment may be confidential or otherwise protected from disclosure by state or federal law.  Any unauthorized use, dissemination, or 
copying of this message is prohibited.  If you are not the intended recipient, please refrain from reading this e-mail or any attachments and 
notify the sender immediately.  Please destroy all copies of this communication. 
From: Walsh, Christina <Christina.Walsh@ct.gov>  
Sent: Wednesday, September 10, 2025 11:52 AM 
To: Bachman, Melanie <Melanie.Bachman@ct.gov>; Perrone, Michael <Michael.Perrone@ct.gov> 
Subject: D516R documents 
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I looked at the documents in the Forth Meeting Drafts folder. I have one dumb question, in 
the COL it says that Lynch stated he didn't finish reading the transcripts back on the straw 
poll in June. Do we need to say anything about him now being up to speed on the record? 
Maybe I missed it or it is unnecessary. All of the documents look fine to me. I guess the 
only thing to remember would be to change the turquoise to yellow, but I left it for Mike's 
review. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



From: Bachman, Melanie  
Sent: Thursday, September 11, 2025 6:48 PM 
To: Fontaine, Lisa <Lisa.Fontaine@ct.gov> 
Subject: RE: do516r webbing 

 
Thanks for asking. Please see below. You are spot on.  
 
Also, I’m looking at D538 docs now. 
 
Melanie A. Bachman, Esq. 
Executive Director/Staff Attorney 

Connecticut Siting Council 
10 Franklin Square 

New Britain, CT  06051 

860-827-2951 

 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:  This message is intended only for the use of the individual(s) named above.  Information in this e-mail or any 
attachment may be confidential or otherwise protected from disclosure by state or federal law.  Any unauthorized use, dissemination, or 
copying of this message is prohibited.  If you are not the intended recipient, please refrain from reading this e-mail or any attachments and 
notify the sender immediately.  Please destroy all copies of this communication. 
From: Fontaine, Lisa <Lisa.Fontaine@ct.gov>  
Sent: Thursday, September 11, 2025 6:47 PM 
To: Bachman, Melanie <Melanie.Bachman@ct.gov> 
Subject: do516r webbing 

 
 
Nation Trust for historic Preservation submitted comments on dfof,  but didn’t come from the 
attorney representing….don’t post? 
Joint Comments on Draft Remand FOF from Fairfield/Bridgeport/Sasco creek etc….Post right? 
Parker sent comments on record but not by attorney – do not post, right? 
Fairfield Stations Loft – post, right? 
 
 
Thank you. 
 
Lisa Fontaine 
Fiscal Administrative Officer 
CONNECTICUT SITING COUNCIL 
Ten Franklin Square 
New Britain, CT  06051 
P: 860.827.2969(F: 860.827.2950(E: lisa.fontaine@ct.gov 
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