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STATE OF CONNECTICUT 

CONNECTICUT SITING COUNCIL 

 

The United Illuminating Company (UI) application for a 
Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need 
for the Fairfield to Congress Railroad Transmission Line 
115-kV Rebuild Project that consists of the relocation and 
rebuild of its existing 115- kilovolt (kV) electric transmission 
lines from the railroad catenary structures to new steel 
monopole structures and related modifications along 
approximately 7.3 miles of the Connecticut Department of 
Transportation’s Metro-North Railroad corridor between 
Structure B648S located east of Sasco Creek in Fairfield 
and UI’s Congress Street Substation in Bridgeport, and the 
rebuild of two existing 115-kV transmission lines along 0.23 
mile of existing UI right-of-way to facilitate interconnection 
of the rebuilt 115-kV electric transmission lines at UI’s 
existing Ash Creek, Resco, Pequonnock and Congress 
Street Substations traversing the municipalities of 
Bridgeport and Fairfield, Connecticut 
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June 24, 2025 

 
MOTION OF  

THE UNITED ILLUMINATING COMPANY 
TO STAY PROCEEDING 

The United Illuminating Company (“UI”) hereby moves the Connecticut Siting 

Council (“Council”) to stay its decision regarding the Fairfield to Congress Railroad 

Transmission Line 115-kV Rebuild Project in Docket 516R because the current 

membership of the Council is not properly constituted as required by the Council’s 

enabling legislation – Conn. Gen. Stat §16-50g et. seq.  Specifically, pursuant to Conn. 

Gen. Stat. §16-50j(b), the Council shall include at least two members of the public 

“experienced in the field of ecology.”  (emphasis added).  Currently, Council Member Hall 

is the only member of the Council that meets that ecology requirement.  As a result, the 

Council is presently not properly constituted, and thus, it should not take a final vote until 

such time as the statutorily required member is appointed to the Council.   



 

2 
 
4896-9844-9232.v2 

 

ARGUMENT 

The Council was established by the Public Utility Environmental Standard Act 

(“PUESA”) (codified at Conn. Gen. Stat. §16-50g, et seq.).  Conn. Gen. Stat § 16-50j(b) 

requires that the Council include five public members to be appointed by the Governor - 

at least two of whom shall be experienced in the field of ecology and none of those 

individuals are to have a substantial financial interest in, or be employed by, or affiliated 

with, a utility – among other entities.   

As currently comprised, the Council has seven members: (1) a designee of the 

Commissioner of the Department of Energy and Environmental Protection (Mr. Brian 

Golembiewski); (2) a designee of the chairperson of the Public Utilities Regulatory 

Authority (Mr. Quat Nguyen); (3) a designee of the speaker of the House (Mr. Bill Syme); 

(4) a designee of the president pro tempore of the Senate (Mr. Daniel Lynch); and (5-7) 

three members appointed by the Governor (Mr. John Morissette, Ms. Kristine Hall and 

Mr. Chance Carter).1  Of the three members appointed by Governor Lamont, only Ms. 

Hall is “experienced in the field of ecology”.2 As a result, until such time as the Governor 

appoints another member with an ecological background in order to complete the 

statutory requirement and thereby brings the Council’s membership into compliance, the 

Council should not issue a final decision in the pending Docket 516R.    

A board that is not properly constituted under its authorizing statute lacks authority 

to act.  See DuBaldo v. Dept. of Consumer Protection, 209 Conn. 719, 723, 552 A.2d 813 

 
1  https://portal.ct.gov/csc/membership/membership/council-membership---energy 
2  https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/csc/membership/hall_khristine---connecticut-siting-council----gov-
appointment-
letter_a.pdf?rev=9c14b8787e92497a8167828a42c82621&hash=7729AEF9CE3B147FF30518DD9B5886
7D 
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(1989) (board was not properly constituted and therefore the “board’s decision to suspend 

the plaintiff’s license was without statutory authority”).3  “An administrative body must act 

strictly within its statutory authority, with constitutional limitations and in a lawful manner.”  

See Albright-Lazzari v. Freedom of Information Commission, 136 Conn. App. 76, 81, note 

4 (2012).  Therefore, as set forth above, the Council’s consideration in the reopened 

docket should be postponed until such time as the composition of the Council complies 

with the requirements of its enabling legislation. 

For the foregoing reason, UI respectfully requests that the Council stay 

consideration of UI’s Fairfield to Congress Railroad Transmission Line 115-kV Rebuild 

Project under Docket 516R until such time as its membership satisfies Conn. Gen. Stat. 

§16-50j(b) by the appointment of another member of the general public with ecological 

experience by the Governor. 

Respectfully submitted, 

THE UNITED ILLUMINATING 

COMPANY 

_____________________________ 

Bruce L. McDermott 

Harris Beach Murtha Cullina PLLC 

265 Church Street  

       New Haven, CT  06510 

       203.772.7787 

      Its Attorney  

 
3  See also, Buschman v. Connecticut Siting Council, Docket No. HHB-CV-23-6076746-S May 6, 
2024 Memorandum of Decision (Attachment A). 
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