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Ms. Melanie Bachman 

Executive Director/Staff Attorney 

Connecticut Siting Council 

10 Franklin Square 

New Britain, CT 06051 

 

Re:  Docket No. 516R – The United Illuminating Company Application for a Certificate of 

Environmental Compatibility and Public Need for the Fairfield to Congress Railroad 

Transmission Line 115-kV Rebuild Project  

 

Dear Ms. Bachman: 

Various parties and intervenors filed a letter with the Connecticut Siting Council (the 

“Council”) asking the Council to table for six months the vote on The United Illuminating 

Company’s (“UI” or the “Company”) application in the referenced docket.  The request from the 

parties and intervenors is for additional time “to allow for a meaningful negotiation between the 

parties.”  UI respectfully requests that the Council proceed with the deliberations on UI’s 

application as set forth in the Council’s October 9, 2025 agenda and not delay a final vote in 

this matter. 

Confidential settlement discussions, under a nondisclosure agreement signed by the 

municipalities and UI, were held between the Company, the Town of Fairfield (“Town”) and the 

City of Bridgeport (“City”).  While UI is not in a position to elaborate on those discussions, the 

Company does not agree with the characterization that “UI was not willing to negotiate at all”.  

Rather, it is UI’s position that in the more than two years since the application was filed with the 

Council that the Town and City have failed to present a design alternative that achieves one of the 

main purposes of the Public Utility Environmental Standards Act: to balance the need for adequate 

and reliable public utility company services, including electric transmission, at the lowest 

reasonable cost, with the protection of environmental resources and to minimize damage to scenic, 

historic and recreational values.  Conn. Gen. Stat. §16-50g.  The few proposals suggested, like 

undergrounding the line, would add hundreds of millions to Connecticut customers’ electric bills.  

 



Melanie Bachman 

October 16,  2025 

Page 2 

 

In contrast, as established in the Siting Council evidentiary hearings, the Company’s proposed 

115-kV transmission line rebuild project achieves the law’s purpose.  

Very truly yours,      

 

 

 

Bruce L. McDermott 




