
 

STATE OF CONNECTICUT  
CONNECTICUT SITING COUNCIL  

Ten Franklin Square, New Britain, CT  06051 

Phone: (860) 827-2935  Fax: (860) 827-2950 

E-Mail: siting.council@ct.gov 

Web Site: portal.ct.gov/csc 

 VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL 
 

October 23, 2025 

 

Bruce L. McDermott, Esq. 

Harris Beach Murtha 

265 Church Street 

New Haven, 06510 

bmcdermott@harrisbeachmurtha.com  
 

RE: Freedom of Information Act Request, dated October 20, 2025 
 

Dear Attorney McDermott: 

 

The Connecticut Siting Council (Council) is in receipt of your correspondence dated October 20, 

2025, on behalf of The United Illuminating Company, requesting production of any and all 

documents and communications from all members of the Council, its staff, and any third party 

associated with the Docket Nos. 516 and 516R application from September 4, 2025 through 

October 16, 2025. 

 

Disclosure of communications privileged by the attorney-client relationship is not required under 

the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA).1 Any documents associated with the Docket Nos. 516 and 

516R application privileged by the attorney-client relationship, including, but not limited to, 

communications with the Attorney General’s Office pursuant to Conn. Gen. Stat. §16-50n(d), will 

not be produced. 

 

Please be advised that public agencies are not required to transcribe the contents of any voice mail 

message and retain it for any period of time under FOIA.2 

 

Please also be advised that an earlier FOIA request associated with Docket Nos. 516 and 516R was 

submitted to the Council on September 11, 2025 by the Southport Congregational Church for the 

period of May 1, 2025 through and including September 11, 2025. A portion of the September 11, 

2025 FOIA request overlaps in time with a portion of your FOIA request (September 4, 2025 

through and including September 11, 2025). 

 

The Council will review and determine what records, if any, in the Council’s possession fall within 

the parameters of your request.  

  

 
1 Conn. Gen. Stat. §1-210(b)(10) (2025). 
2 Conn. Gen. Stat. §1-213(b)(3) (2025). 
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We thank you for your patience as we gather the existing documents within the Council’s 

possession, if any, that satisfy the parameters of your request in accordance with the provisions of 

FOIA and other applicable statutes. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Melanie A. Bachman, Esq. 

Executive Director/Staff Attorney 

 

MAB/laf 

 

Service List, dated December 24, 2024 



 
 

 
265 Church Street 

October 20, 2025      New Haven, CT 06510 
203.772.7700 

BRUCE L. MCDERMOTT 
DIRECT: 203.772.7787 
FAX: 203.772.7787 
BMCDERMOTT@HARRISBEACHMURTHA.COM 

 

VIA ELECTRONIC FILING 

 

Ms. Melanie Bachman 

Executive Director/Staff Attorney 

Connecticut Siting Council 

10 Franklin Square 

New Britain, CT 06051 

 

Re:  Freedom of Information Act Request 

 

Dear Ms. Bachman: 

This law firm represents The United Illuminating Company (“UI” or the “Company”).  

Please consider this request to be one made on UI’s behalf pursuant to the Freedom of Information 

Act, Conn. Gen. Stat. § 1-200 et seq. (the “Act”).  Pursuant to the Act, this firm requests that You 

(as defined below) send to the undersigned electronic copies of the following documents, as 

defined below, which are in Your (as defined below) possession, custody, and/or control:  

o Any and all documents and communications (including but not limited to e-mails 

and text messages) from all members of the Connecticut Siting Council (the “Council”) (John 

Morissette, Katie Dykes, Brian Golembiewski, David Arconti, Daniel Lynch, Bill Syme, Chance 

Carter, Khristine Hall, and Scott Williams), designees of a member of the Council (Brian 

Golembiewski, Quat Nguyen) as well as Council staff and any third party (with the exception of 

the undersigned) from September 4, 2025 through and including October 16, 2025 concerning any 

matter relating to Connecticut Siting Council (the “Council”) Docket No. 516 and Docket No. 

516R concerning the Company’s Application to the Council for a Certificate of Environmental 

Compatibility and Public Need for the Fairfield to Congress Railroad Transmission Line 115-kV 

Rebuild Project (the “F/C Project”).  

For purposes of this Request:   

 

o The term “document” means any writing, drawing, graph, chart, photograph, sound 

recording, image, and other data or data compilation, stored in any medium from which 

information can be obtained either directly or, if necessary, after translation by the responding 

party into a reasonably usable form.  This includes, but is not limited to, any electronic mail 

message, text message, chat message, letter, and other correspondence.  A draft or nonidentical 

copy is a separate document within the meaning of this term.  A request for production of 

“documents” shall encompass, and the response shall include, electronically stored information, 

meaning information that is stored in an electronic medium and is retrievable in perceivable form.  

The term includes electronic, text, preserved voice mail messages, phone call logs and other 
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Error! Unknown document property name. 

records relating to public business even if created or maintained on personal telephones or 

computers.   

o The term “concerning” means relating to, referring to, describing, evidencing, or 

constituting.   

o The term “communication” means the transmittal of information (in the form of 

facts, ideas, inquiries or otherwise.  

o The terms “You” or “Your” mean [name of recipient]; any representative, agent, or 

employee of [name of recipient]; and/or any person working in the office of [name of recipient]. 

o The terms “Connecticut Siting Council” or “Council” mean the Connecticut Siting 

Council, as well as any of its Council members, employees, agents, appointees, and/or 

representatives.  

FOIA requires a response, in writing, within four (4) business days.  If access to the 

requested records will take longer, please contact us at the earliest possibly opportunity regarding 

when responsive documents will be transmitted. To the extent You determine that any of the 

responsive documents are not subject to disclosure, please provide citations to the specific FOIA 

exemptions that justify the withholding of the requested information. If there are any fees for 

searching or copying these records, UI will reimburse You for the reasonable costs of searching or 

copying the requested records. 

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions or concerns regarding this Request.  

I look forward to your response.  

Very truly yours,      

 

 

 

Bruce L. McDermott 



 

 

 
265 Church Street 

October 20, 2025      New Haven, CT 06510 
203.772.7700 

BRUCE L. MCDERMOTT 
DIRECT: 203.772.7787 
FAX: 203.772.7787 
BMCDERMOTT@HARRISBEACHMURTHA.COM 

 

VIA E-MAIL 

 

Ms. Melanie Bachman 

Executive Director/Staff Attorney 

Connecticut Siting Council 

10 Franklin Square 

New Britain, CT 06051 
 

Re: Freedom of Information Act Request 
 

Dear Ms. Bachman 

This law firm represents The United Illuminating Company (“UI” or the “Company”) in 

connection with the Connecticut Siting Council (the “Council”) Docket No. 516 and Docket No. 516R 

concerning the Company’s Application to the Council for a Certificate of Environmental Compatibility 

and Public Need for the Fairfield to Congress Railroad Transmission Line 115-kV Rebuild Project (the 

“F/C Project”). 

I am writing to advise you and your members, employees, agents, appointees, and/or 

representatives (“You”) to preserve any and all documents (including, without limitation, any writing, 

drawing, graph, chart, photograph, sound recording, image, and/or other data or data compilation in any 

medium) and communications (including, without limitation, all emails, text messages, chat messages, 

social media posts, and/or correspondence) in any way related to the F/C Project. This requires You to 

suspend any normal or routine document destruction policies that may otherwise cause paper or electronic 

documents relating to this matter to be deleted or discarded, including any “auto-delete” or recycling 

protocol of electronic information.  With regard to electronic information, this legal hold and preservation 

notice extends to all computers, telephone systems, and storage servers (including back-up servers), and 

also includes all mobile devices (cell phones and all forms of tablet device) and laptops.  The litigation 

hold is a continuing obligation, so any subsequently created documents (paper and electronic) after 

issuance of this notice must also be preserved. 

Please review your files for any documents (paper or electronic) that may relate to the F/C Project 

and circulate this notice to any persons who may have responsive documents and ensure that they 

implement and comply with this notice. Once you have ascertained what relevant information and 

documentation exists, please advise me of its location and take steps to ensure that it is entirely preserved 

in its original location and format.  Please be advised that the failure to properly safeguard and preserve 

this information could result in serious litigation penalties and sanctions against You. 

Very truly yours,      

 

 

Bruce L. McDermott 




