STATE OF CONNECTICUT
CONNECTICUT SITING COUNCIL
Ten Franklin Square, New Britain, CT 06051
Phone: (860) 827-2935 Fax: (860) 827-2950

E-Mail: siting.council@ct.gov
Web Site: portal.ct.gov/csc

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL
September 17, 2025

Brian E. Spears, Esq.

Spears Manning & Martini LLC
2425 Post Road, Suite 203
Southport, CT 06890
bspears@spearsmanning.com

RE: Freedom of Information Act Request, dated September 11, 2025

Dear Attorney Spears:

The Connecticut Siting Council (Council) is in receipt of your correspondence dated September
11, 2025, on behalf of the Southport Congregational Church, requesting production of copies of all
Council member and staff phone, audio and video calls on government-issued devices and private
or personal devices; copies of all Council member and staff e-mails and text messages on
government-issued devices and private or personal devices; and copies of all documents generated
or maintained, including, but not limited to, drafts, by the Council and/or any of its current or
former members, staff,* contractors, employees or agents associated with the Docket Nos. 516 and
516R application from May 1, 2025 through and including September 11, 2025. (Emphasis added).

Please be advised that disclosure of preliminary drafts prepared by a member of the staff of a public
agency that are subject to revision prior to submission to or discussion among the members of the
agency is not required under the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA).2 Any draft documents
associated with the Docket Nos. 516 and 516R application prepared by a Council staff member that
are subject to revision prior to submission to or discussion among the Council members at a public
meeting will not be produced.®

Disclosure of records pertaining to strategy and negotiations with respect to pending claims or
pending litigation to which the public agency is a party is not required under FOIA until such
litigation or claim has been finally adjudicated or otherwise settled.* Any documents associated
with the Docket Nos. 516 and 516R application pertaining to strategy and negotiations with respect
to pending claims and pending litigation to which the Council is a party, including, but not limited
to, communications with the Attorney General’s Office pursuant to Conn. Gen. Stat. §16-50n(d),
will not be produced.

Disclosure of communications privileged by the attorney-client relationship is not required under
FOIA.®> Any documents associated with the Docket Nos. 516 and 516R application privileged by

! Council staff includes its Executive Director and Staff Attorney.

2 Conn. Gen. Stat. §1-210(b)(1) and §1-210(e)(1) (2025).

3 Pursuant to Conn. Gen. Stat. §1-225a and in accordance with the Council’s September 18, 2025 regular
meeting agenda, the Draft Remand Findings of Fact, Draft Remand Opinion, Draft Remand Decision and
Order, and Draft Remand Conclusions of Law associated with the Docket Nos. 516 and 516R application
will be available to view on the Council’s website under the Tab - “Meetings and Minutes.”

4 Conn. Gen. Stat §1-210(b)(4) (2025).

5 Conn. Gen. Stat. §1-210(b)(10) (2025).
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the attorney-client relationship, including, but not limited to, communications with the Attorney
General’s Office pursuant to Conn. Gen. Stat. §16-50n(d), will not be produced.

Please also be advised that public agencies are not required to transcribe the contents of any voice
mail message and retain it for any period of time under FOIA.®

The Council acknowledges the September 11, 2025 FOIA request specifically excludes production
of the documents posted on the Council’s website under Docket Nos. 516 and 516R.

The Council will review and determine what records, if any, in the Council’s possession fall within
the parameters of your request. Once the Council has reviewed and determined what records, if
any, fall within the parameters of your request, we will produce the documents in a single response
rather than on a “rolling basis as they become available,” which is requested in the “time is of the
essence” advisory on page 3 of your September 11, 2025 correspondence.

We thank you for your patience as we gather the existing documents within the Council’s

possession, if any, that satisfy the parameters of your request in accordance with the provisions of
FOIA and other applicable statutes.

Sincerely,

s i / 7
il —
Melanie A. Bachman, Esq.
Executive Director/Staff Attorney

MAB/laf

C: Service List, dated December 24, 2024

& Conn. Gen. Stat §1-213(b)(3) (2025).
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September 11, 2025

VIA E-MAIL AND FEDERAL EXPRESS

Connecticut Siting Council

Ten Franklin Square

New Britain, CT 06051

Attn: Melanie Bachman, Executive Director (Melanie.Bachman@ct.gov)

RE: Freedom of Information Act Request

To Whom It May Concern:

Pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act, Conn. Gen. Stat. § 1-200, et seq., (the
“Act”), and on behalf of the Southport Congregational Church, the undersigned requests copies
of all documents' described in the requests below.

The requests shall be deemed to call for production of copies of all documents generated
or maintained (including, but not limited to all drafts) by the Connecticut Siting Council and/or
any of its current or former members, staff, contractors, employees, or agents, including but not
limited to Elin Katz, John Morissette, Brian Golembiewski, Chance Carter, Quat Nguyen, Daniel
P. Lynch, Jr., Khristine Hall, Bill Syme, Dr. Scott C. Williams, Melanie Bachman, Robert
Mercier, Ifeanyichukwu Nwankwo, Christina Walsh, Michael Perrone, Adam Morrone, and Lisa
Fontaine (the “Council”) responsive to the requests.

The relevant time period for the requests shall be May 1, 2025 through the present date.
With respect to any electronic communications such as e-mails and text messages, the requests
shall be deemed to call for production of copies of all responsive documents from both public
and private or personal e-mail and text messaging accounts. With respect to phone, audio. or
video calls, the requests shall be deemed to call for production of copies of all responsive
documents relating to such calls on government-issued devices and private or personal devices.

" As used herein, the term document shall have the broadest possible meaning under the Act, and shall include, but
not be limited to, any recorded data or information prepared, owned, used, received or retained by the Council,
whether such data or information be handwritten, typed, tape-recorded, printed, photostated, photographed or
recorded by any other method. The term document shall further include any and all communications, including, but
not limited to, all letters, faxes, e-mails, text messages, multimedia messages, iMessage, social media, instant
messaging, messages sent via secure or encrypted message applications including WhatsApp and Signal, and any
other form of electronic or written communication.
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As used in the requests, the term “UI” shall mean the “United [lluminating Company”
including all of its divisions, subsidiaries, parents, affiliates, predecessors and successors in
interest, UIL Holdings Corporation, Avangrid Networks, Inc., and all of its present and former
employees, attorneys, lobbyists, agents, representatives, servants, members, managers, and all
other persons or entities who are acting or have acted on behalf of, or who are or have been
subject to the direction or control of, any of the foregoing.

As used in the requests, the term “Application” shall mean the application by Ul for a
certificate of environmental compatibility and public need for the Fairfield to Congress Railroad
Transmission Line 115-kV Rebuild Project, including the proceedings in Connecticut Siting
Council Docket Nos. 516 and 516R (the “Application™).

Excluded from this request are the documents that are already posted online as part of the
Application at the following addresses:

hitps://portal.ct.oov/ese/]l applications-and-other-pending-
matters/applications/d docketnosS00s/docket-no-516

httos://portal .ct.gov/ese/L applications-and-other-pending-
matters/applications/d docketnos300s/docket-no-316R

REQUESTS

For the period from May 1, 2025 through and including the date of this letter, please
produce the following documents:

1. Any and all communications between any member of the Council and any person
(including, but not limited to, any other member of the Council, the Executive Director of
the Council, any Council employee, and UI) concerning the Application.

2. Any and all communications between the Executive Director of the Council and any
person (including, but not limited to, any member of the Council, any Council employee,
and UI) concerning the Application.

3. Any and all communications between any Council employee and any person (including,

but not limited to, any member of the Council, the Executive Director of the Council, and

UI) concerning the Application.

Any and all communications between any member of the Council and Ul

Any and all communications between the Executive Director of the Council and UL

Any and all communications between any Council employee and UL

Call-detail records of any phone, audio, or video calls between any member of the

Council and any person (including, but not limited to, any other member of the Council,

the Executive Director of the Council, any Council employee, and UI) concerning the

Application.

N



8. Call-detail records of any phone, audio, or video calls between the Executive Director of
the Council and any person (including, but not limited to, any member of the Council,
any Council employee, and UI) concerning the Application.

9. Call-detail records of any phone, audio, or video calls between any Council employee
and any person (including, but not limited to, any member of the Council, the Executive
Director of the Council, and UI) concerning the Application.

10. Call-detail records of any phone, audio, or video calls between any member of the
Council and Ul

11. Call-detail records of any phone, audio, or video calls between the Executive Director of
the Council and UI.

12. Call-detail records of any phone, audio, or video calls between any Council employee
and UL

13. The calendars for each member of the Council encompassing all conferences, calls,
meetings and/or events concerning UI or the Application.

14. The calendar for the Executive Director of the Council encompassing all conferences,
calls, meetings and/or events concerning Ul or the Application.

15. The calendars for each Council employee encompassing all conferences, calls, meetings
and/or events concerning Ul or the Application.

You may only withhold records to the extent that the contents of the records satisfy an
exemption under C.G.S § 1-210 and other applicable general statutes. All records must be
provided in redacted form (E.g., if the Council seeks to withhold an email communication as
attorney-client privileged, only the body and subject line are subject to redaction; the remaining
email headings and non-exempt portions of the body and subject line must be disclosed).

If you withhold any documents or materials responsive to these requests, please identify
with specificity the category of documents or materials being withheld and the grounds under the

Act on which you rely in withholding any such documents or materials.

Please be further advised that time is of the essence and documents should be produced
on arolling basis as they become available

Thank you for your assistance and cooperation in responding to these requests.

Very truly yours,

A&

Brian E. Spears

BES/aas



