
 
 
 

 

 

        October 15, 2025 

 

Via E-mail and Federal Express  

 

Connecticut Siting Council 

Ten Franklin Square 

New Britain, CT 06051 

Attention: Melanie Bachman, Esq., Executive Director  

 

Re: Docket No. 516R  

Dear Attorney Bachman: 

 

 On September 17, 2025, the undersigned requested that the Council table any vote on the 

Draft Remand Findings of Fact, Opinion, Decision and Order, and Conclusions of Law relating to 

the Applicant’s proposed southern overhead route.  Our request was precipitated by Governor 

Lamont’s public request for a delay in order to give the parties time to come up with a “better 

alternative.”  We appreciate that the Council voted unanimously to table the vote at the September 

18, 2025 meeting. 

We write to report back that despite the Town of Fairfield and City of Bridgeport meeting 

with UI to consider alternatives (the details of which are protected by an NDA), UI was not willing 

to negotiate at all, and the municipal parties to the negotiation were left to wonder what 

alternatives, if any, UI would be willing to consider.  We are disappointed with this development, 

which ignores the harm that UI’s proposed route will cause to the municipalities and communities 

we represent, and ignores Governor Lamont’s appropriate call for a negotiated resolution.  That 

having been said, if UI were willing to return to the negotiation table in good faith, the parties 

would request a further delay of the Council’s vote so that further (hopefully more fruitful) 

negotiations may take place.  Accordingly, the undersigned parties and intervenors jointly 

request that the Council table any vote on the Application for six (6) months in order to allow 

for a meaningful negotiation between the parties. 

 If UI refuses to  negotiate, and if tomorrow’s vote is not tabled, we urge the Council to 

adhere to each of the following votes that it has already taken rejecting the proposed southern 

overhead route: 

• February 1, 2024 meeting – straw vote where not one Council member approved the 

proposed southern overhead route; 

• February 15, 2024 meeting – formal vote where not one Council member approved the 

proposed southern overhead route, and the Hanon-Morisette Alternative was adopted; 

• June 12, 2025 meeting – straw vote where Council voted to reject the proposed southern 

overhead route. 



 
 
 

Nothing has changed since the June 12, 2025 straw vote to justify the Council’s reversal of 

its prior votes.  There have been no hearings, no additional evidence, and no additional argument.  

Given the prior votes that were taken on this matter, we respectfully submit that approval of UI’s 

Application on the basis of the public record as established to date would neither be supported by 

such record, nor be perceived by the public as resulting from a legal and proper deliberative 

decision-making administrative process. 

We urge the Council to deny the application without prejudice, which will force UI to 

meaningfully consider better alternatives that will avoid adversely impacting the historic, religious 

and cultural properties in Fairfield and Bridgeport.  Contrary to the discussion at the Council 

meeting on September 4, 2025, there is no urgent need for this project, and Council members are 

not under any obligation to approve a project that the Council previously recognized – on 3 

separate occasions – as being inappropriate. 

 We continue to be willing to work with the utility to find a better solution.  But it is 

imperative that the Council members not approve the current Application based on what appears 

to be a misimpression that they have no other choice. 

 Thank you.  

 

VERY TRULY YOURS, 

 

    TOWN OF FAIRFIELD  

 

     By: /s/ David A. Ball__________ 

      David A. Ball, Esq. 

      Cohen and Wolf, P.C. 

Its Attorneys  

 

 

CITY OF BRIDGEPORT  

 

     By: /s/ Lee Hoffman, Esq.   

      Lee Hoffman, Esq. 

Pullman & Comley LLC 

Its Attorneys  

 
  



 
 
 

INTERVENORS: SASCO CREEK NEIGHBORS 

ENVIRONMENTAL TRUST INC., NATIONAL TRUST 

FOR HISTORIC PRESERVATION, PEQUOT LIBRARY 

ASS., SASQUANAUG ASS. FOR SOUTHPORT 

IMPROVEMENT, INC., UNITED PROPERTIES, INVEST 

II, 2190 POST ROAD LLC, TRINITY EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH, INTERNATIONAL INVESTORS, STEPHEN 

OZYCK, ANDREA OZYCK, & DAVID PARKER  

 

     By: /s/ Mario F. Coppola________ 
      Mario F. Coppola, Esq. 

      Berchem Moses PC 

     Their Attorneys 

 

SOUTHPORT CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 

 

     By: /s/ Brian E. Spears   

      Brian E. Spears 

Spears Manning & Martini, LLC 

Its Attorneys 
 

Cc:  Service List 


