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Melanie Bachman, Executive Director  

Connecticut Siting Council  

10 Franklin Square  

New Britain, CT 06501                                                                                                                             

DOCKET NO. 516R – The United Illuminating Company application for a Certificate of Environmental 

Compatibility and Public Need for the Fairfield to Congress Railroad Transmission Line 115-kV Rebuild 

Project.  This project consists of the relocation and rebuild of its existing 115-kilovolt (kV) electric 

transmission lines from the railroad catenary structures to new steel monopole structures and related 

modifications along approximately 7.3 miles of the Connecticut Department of Transportation’s Metro-

North Railroad corridor.   

Dear Attorney Bachman:  

I am writing in regard to Docket No. 516R, the related Docket No. 516, and the ongoing deliberations 

concerning the proposed project currently under your review. This matter has generated considerable 

public interest and involves complex considerations that merit careful and collaborative attention.  

After consultation with stakeholders and community members, I believe it is in the best interest of the 

State of Connecticut to ensure that all parties involved have a meaningful opportunity to fully explore and 

discuss potential alternative paths forward. To that end, my office is in the process of convening 

representatives from all parties in order to facilitate a dialogue focused on the challenges, engineering 

solutions and the potential impact on the Bridgeport and Fairfield communities. This discussion will aim 

to identify a balanced approach that respects community concerns, while advancing Connecticut’s energy, 

economic development and infrastructure goals.   

I respectfully request that the Council take this ongoing dialogue into account by tabling action on this 

item to allow for the space and time necessary for these discussions to occur.  I am hopeful this 

collaborative approach could provide an alternative plan that will take community concerns into account, 

while achieving our energy goals.   

I appreciate the Council’s diligent and thoughtful work on this docket, and I remain committed to 

supporting a fair, transparent, and constructive process.  

 

Sincerely, 

 
Ned Lamont, Governor 
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