DEEP Climate Resilience Fund

Application for Advancement category

	Applicant name
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Application title
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Mailing address
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Primary contact name
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Primary contact email
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Primary contact phone
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Fiscal agent name
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Fiscal agent email
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Fiscal agent phone
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Organization EIN
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Total budget request
	Click or tap here to enter text.


In 150 words or less, give a high level summarize the proposed project, including the activities the funding would cover and the project goals and expected outcomes. 










Proposal overview


	Which of the following issues will your plan address? Select all that apply.

☐  Flooding from stormwater, tides, or rivers (including ice jams and dam failures)
☐  Sea-level rise (impacts on groundwater) 
☐  Extreme temperatures
☐  Fire 
☐  Wind from tropical storms, hurricanes, and/or tornadoes
☐  Drought 
☐  Electric grid reliability



	List the municipalities that this plan will serve. Also attach a map of the project area to your application.
Click or tap here to enter text.


	Is your plan located in an Environmental Justice Community identified on the DEEP Connecticut Environmental Justice Communities map? 
☐ Yes 
☐ No

	Are you including a budgetary request for grant writing for federal resilience funding at the end of the planning process as part of this application?
(Note: this is an allowable cost and is encouraged for teams that want to pursue federal resilience grant competition funding for next steps.)
☐ Yes 
☐ No. We have our own support for applying for federal resilience grant funding.
☐ No. We do not intend to apply for federal resilience grant funding.  






Impact of proposed work

Give an overview of the current issues and concerns related to community and energy resilience in the project area. Less than 250 words.




















Give an overview of how the proposed project will address the issues and concerns identified above. Less than 250 words. 


















Impact of proposed work continued

How will the project lead to direct benefits to local and state jurisdictions or state or federally recognized Tribal nations? Wherever possible, describe benefits in terms of how projects will reduce the risk that extreme whether events will cause loss or damage in communities. 
Less than 500 words.










































Impact of proposed work continued

Describe the specific components of the proposed project that would be covered by DEEP funding. Less than 500 words.






































Impact of proposed work continued

Which previous resilience planning efforts have recommended the proposed project? Include links to planning efforts with the relevant page numbers or attach copies to your application. Less than 250 words.




















How is the proposed project consistent with the Plan of Conservation and Development (POCD) of the relevant municipality? Include a link to the most recent POCD. 
Less than 250 words. 




















Impact of proposed work continued

People who are considered vulnerable to climate change with limited capacity to adapt include:  
· Communities of color 
· Children and seniors 
· Low-income communities 
· People with disabilities 
· Pregnant people 
· People with Limited English Proficiency
· Other historically disadvantaged people 
· People impacted by the social determinants of health 
· Populations identified by the American Public Health Association.  

How will your plan and planning process benefit the people you have identified as vulnerable? Be specific about which vulnerable groups will be affected. 
Less than 500 words.






























Impact of proposed work continued

How will the planning process identify critical facilities and community lifelines or address other aspects of social vulnerability? If you have already identified critical facilities, briefly discuss them. Less than 500 words.








































Stakeholder involvement

Outline your engagement plan and describe how it will lead to a stakeholder-driven planning process. Include details about the number of meetings, charettes, workshops, public feedback sessions, and any other outreach and engagement strategies. Specify how much notice you will provide to the public regarding public meetings and how information collected during those sessions will be used to inform the project. Less than 500 words.

Note: Planning teams must hold a minimum of three public meetings, including one to share results with residents, and must provide reasonable prior notice.

































Stakeholder involvement continued

Describe how your project team specifically will engage and collaborate with residents who belong to vulnerable groups. Outline any previous experience or successes that your project team has leading meaningful engagement with vulnerable groups. Less than 500 words.








































Stakeholder involvement continued

Describe how you intend to partner with community organizations during the design process and ensure that all relevant departments of local government will contribute to the design process, as appropriate. Be specific about key partners and list any partners that would receive funding as sub-awardees. Less than 250 words.

Note: Letters of support are required to show commitment from key partners. See list of attachments at the end of this application. 














How will local government staff be incorporated into this planning process? Detail any commitment for municipal staff time, including departments and positions of those that will participate, and a brief description of their roles/duties. Less than 250 words. 

Note: If primary applicant is not a municipality, we strongly encourage applicants to work with local government staff and include letters of support stating how they will participate.  
















Approach and workplan

How will your planning team evaluate risk-informed nature-based solutions and hybrid approaches that reduce risk from natural hazards and provide co-benefits? 
Less than 500 words.








































Approach and workplan continued

Describe the planning team’s approach for incorporating the best available information on current and future climate conditions and anticipated sea-level rise, as appropriate, to plan for anticipated climate-driven risks at least 50 years into the future. Less than 250 words.








































Creating project pipelines

Describe how the planning process will identify opportunities to align with state and federal priorities for climate resilience. Less than 250 words.














What, if any, initial designs or development work have been done on this project to date? In your emailed application, you may include attachments of designs or development work described. Less than 250 words.





















Required information for energy resilience projects
Applicants seeking funds under the Advancement category for energy resilience projects must also address the following questions. 

Project Team & Ownership

Who comprises the core team? Who will be the key organizations and individuals forming the core team that will drive this project forward? What value does this project provide for them? What relevant experience do they bring? How does this project relate to their primary job function(s) within their organization? How much time will they have to commit to the project? Less than 500 words.



























Required information for energy resilience projects continued

Who are the key project stakeholders? Who are the key stakeholder organizations (off takers, utility, government, local community, suppliers) that will be involved in and affected by this project? Who are the key people within those organizations that will be involved with the project?  Less than 250 words.

















Who is the primary project owner? Who will be (or might be) the primary owner of the project? Primary project owner may be an end user(s), a municipality, a utility, a third party, or a hybrid of these. Which option(s) are preferred, and why? How will the ownership structure impact monetization?   Less than 250 words.

















Required information for energy resilience projects continued

What official support is needed from relevant entities? Has official support (e.g., MOU) been obtained from team members, end user(s), utility, community, government, suppliers, or other stakeholders? If so, please specify. What possible written and contractual agreements will be needed within future project development steps from stakeholders (e.g., agreements with: purchasers, utility, local community, governing entities, financiers, suppliers)? Less than 250 words

































Required information for energy resilience projects continued

Resilience Measures Technical Details

What are the envisioned capabilities/services of the proposed resilience measures?
What are the potential capabilities or services provided by the resilience measures (e.g., improving reliability, serving critical or non-critical loads, continuous service provision during disruptions, backup power, energy efficiency, grid stability, cost management, flood mitigation, or other resilience benefits)? Who will benefit from these services? Are the measures designed to serve specific facilities, communities, or regions? Provide examples of resilience capabilities, such as enhancing reliability, protecting critical infrastructure, or reducing vulnerability to climate-related hazards. Less than 500 words.

































Required information for energy resilience projects continued

What assets or technologies will support the proposed resilience measures?
What options have you considered for the types of assets or technologies to be implemented (e.g., energy generation, storage systems, distribution upgrades, flood barriers, weatherization, smart grid technologies, efficiency improvements, or other resilience-focused solutions)? How do these assets or technologies align with the project’s goals and benefits? Less than 500 words.






































Required information for energy resilience projects continued

Do you have a physical location for the proposed assets or measures?
Have you identified specific locations for all physical assets or measures (e.g., space for energy systems, flood mitigation infrastructure, or other resilience solutions)? Do you have approval or support from the site owner? What opportunities or barriers exist at this location, and what is your plan to address those barriers? Less than 500 words.









































Required information for energy resilience projects continued

What are the energy or resource requirements for the proposed resilience measures?
Can you define the energy, resource, or operational needs to meet the objectives of the resilience measures? For energy-related projects, prioritize anchor loads, critical facilities, and public buildings. What is the estimated capacity or resource demand (e.g., annual peak load in MW, annual energy consumption in MWh, or other relevant metrics)? For non-energy projects, describe the scale and scope of the resources required to achieve the intended resilience outcomes. Less than 500 words.


































Required information for energy resilience projects continued

Funding, Cost, Revenue

What potential funding sources have you evaluated for the project? Describe the resources you have explored to finance the project (e.g., project owner funding, private equity provider, project debt provider, existing government funding and incentives, utility incentives, public-private partnership, etc.) and relative amount of capital expected from these different resources. What opportunities or barriers exist for these financial resources? Less than 500 words.


































Required information for energy resilience projects continued

What is the expected range of total capital cost for the project? What is the estimated expected range of total capital cost of the project, with a best- and worst-case scenario? "Capital cost" means the total installed cost of the project, i.e., any one-time upfront cost of implementing the project. This includes development costs, cost of microgrid DER assets, controller and software, permitting costs, installation labor, etc. Less than 500 words.



































Required information for energy resilience projects continued

What are the project’s traditional revenue streams, if any? What proposed traditional revenue streams exist for the microgrid project and what is the magnitude of the revenue/savings achieved? Please describe the traditional monetizable revenue streams (e.g., electricity sales/savings, demand response, etc.). Less than 500 words.




































Required information for energy resilience projects continued

What are the project’s non-traditional, difficult to monetize revenue streams or benefits? What other possible revenue streams been considered for benefits that are difficult to monetize through traditional market mechanisms (e.g., subsidies from local government for clean energy and resiliency services, subsidies from utility for benefits to the electric grid, social good impacts, etc.)? Less than 500 words.






























Required information for energy resilience projects continued

Utility Engagement – Microgrid-Specific

What is your plan for achieving positive utility engagement? What is your plan for engaging with the local utility? Have you discussed this project with them? Do you have support from the utility? What do you plan to do to ensure that the project gets the utility's support? If you've met with the utility, who have you met with? If not, with whom do you plan to meet? Less than 500 words.

































Required information for energy resilience projects continued

What are the benefits to the utility for this project? What opportunities has the utility reported are there for the utility to benefit from the project (e.g., peak shaving, ancillary services, nodal locational benefits)? How does the project align with utility goals, strategy, and objective? Less than 500 words.




































Required information for energy resilience projects continued

What are the concerns or barriers to the utility for this project? What barriers has the utility reported as preventing the utility from supporting the project (e.g., cost of operation disruption)? How is the project in conflict with utility goals, strategy, and objective? What is your plan to address these barriers? Less than 500 words.




































Attachments

Attach this application document and the following documents in an email to DEEP.climateresilience@ct.gov.
· Project timeline (use provided template)

· Budget summary and justification (use provided template)

· Brief resumes for all principals that outline relevant experience, which may include volunteer work (no more than 2 pages per principal)

· Letters of support from project partners. Letters must include how project partners or organizations, including community organizations, will participate in the project. Applicants should obtain letters of support from every municipality in the project area that include any commitments of staff time to participate in the project activities, including engagement efforts. 

· Map of planning area. You may send your required map as an attachment if you are not able to embed the image file into the application.

· Optional: If applicable, attach any initial designs or development work performed to date. 














Definitions

Critical Facility: As defined in CT Gen Stat § 16-243y

Demand Response: Reduction in the resource consumption of a system or facility during times of high demand of that resource, typically in response to a request from an entity responsible for managing said resource

Distributed Energy Generation: As defined in CT Gen Stat § 16-243y

Distributed Energy Resource (DER): A resource providing Distributed Energy Generation

Microgrid:  As defined in CT Gen Stat § 16-243y

Reliability: The ability of any system or facility to remain in operation and not experience unplanned outages.

Resilience: As defined in CT Gen Stat § 16-243y

Resiliency: see Resilience

Stakeholder: Any entity which has a financial interest in the project, derives benefit from the project, or is potentially impacted by the construction or operation of the project in any material way.

Vulnerable Communities: As defined in CT Gen Stat § 16-243y
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